NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES UF PROCEEDINGS

ON THE 31ST SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE SECOND

SESSION (1990) CF THE FIFTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 2.U0 P.M.

ON FRiuaY 28TH SEPTEMBER, 1990
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+Cde. Viola V. Burnham, C.R., M.P., Vice-President, Culture and Social
Development and Deputy Prime Minister

Attorney General andMinister of Legal Affairs (1)
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Cde. Jean M.G. Persico, é.n., M.P., Minister in the Ministry of Culture and
Social Development

+ Cabinet
* Non-elected HMembcer



Parliamentary Secretary (1)

*Cde. L.E. Scotland, M.P., Parliamentary Secreary, Gffice of the Prime Minister

Government Chief Whip (1)

Cde.

Jennifer A. Fei:ira, M.P., Government Chicf Whip

Gther Members (25)

Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.

Members from the National Congress of Local Democratic Organs (2)

K.B. Bancroft, ®.2.

Philomena /4. Rayman, i.P.
A.K. Habibqlla, M.?. (Absenc)
E.H.A., Fowler, M.P. (Absenc;
Joyce Gill-Mingo, M.P.

M. Ally, M.P.

Elaine B, Davidson, M.P. (absent)
H. Doobay, M.P.

Joyce M. Munroe, J.P., M.P.
Edwina Melville, H.P.

Amna Ally, M.P.

N. Calistro, M.P.
F.M.Cumberbatch, M.P.

M.I1. Deen, M.P,

Cyrilda A. Dedesus, li.P.
Edith Deygoo, M.P.

Clarice A. Edwards, M.P.

C.L. Geddes, M.P.
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Cde.
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P. Singh, J.P., M.P.
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Cde.
Cde,
Cde.
Cde.
Cde.

Cde.
Cde.

Nellie R. Charles, M.P., (Region No. 7 - Cuyuni/Mazaruni)
R. Bishop, M.S., M.P., {Region No. 4 - Demerara/Mahaica)
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Y. Khan, M.P., (Region No. 2 - Pomeroon/Supenaam)
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Minority Leader (1)

Cde.
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Deputy Speaker (1)

Cde. Reepu Daman Persaud, J.P., M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly

Other Members (6 )

Cde. Janet Jagarn,; .2 (abseni)

Cde. C.C. Collymorce, M.P.

Cde. S.F. Mohamed, M P., Minority Chief Whip
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Cde. 1. Basir, M.P.

Cde. C.C. Belgrave, M.P.

(ii) United Force (2)

Mr. M.F. Singh, C.C.H., J.P., M.P. (Absent)
Mr. M.A. Abraham, A.A., M.P., (Absent)

(iii) Working People's Alliance (1)
Mr. E. Kwayana, M.P.

OFFICERS

Cde. F.A. Narain, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly
Cde. G.E.F. Moses, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

PRAYERS
The Clerk read Prayers.

ANNONCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER:

LEAVE

The speaker announced that leave had been granted to
Cde. Prashad for that day's sitting.

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPOURIS, EYC.

(1) By the Ministcr of Finance:

Tax Lawus .Mcdification) Order 1990 (No. 59 of 1990),
made under section 51 of the Petroleum (Exploration
and Proruction) Act 1466 (Act No. 3 of 1986), and
pub.ishzd in the Gazette on 13th September, 1990.

(GNRA:13/26/56/1) (irculated)

(2) By the Minister of Regional Development:

(i) Local Democrztic Ligans (Areas) Order 1990
(No. 47 of 1Y9L} made under section 4 of the
Local Democratic urgans Act 1990, and published
in the €aette'orn Sth August, 1Y90.

(Circulated)

(ii) Local Democratic Urgans (Neighbourhood Democratic
Councils) Order 1990 (No. £1 of 1Y90) made under
sections 5 and 12 of the Local Democratic Urgans
Act 198G;, (no. 12 of 19sU), on lUth August, 1990,
and puvbiisnea 1n tine Gazette on is4th August, 1990.

(Circulated)



(3) By the Mjnister of geigultures:

innual Heports (2) of the Guyana Marketing
Cerpaos. 2o Tar Lhe yo2 rs 1Y 0 .nd 1989

(Circul tad)

OF TH .556MBLY ON DEFINITE

NoGUEST

GCREGDE I PRICE OF FPUCL

Mr., Kwayana moved the above wcmendment this was rejected since the
=ame matter was dealt with eurlisr wnid rejected,

PUBLIC Ol It Sy

BILL - Second and Third Keadings

TTeM 1 - ELECTION Loodo (e §T) SI0L 1990 ~ 3ill Npe 26/1390 published
1990-09-18

G.ZLTTE PUBLICATICHN 2F BILL

Referring to Standing Jrder lo. ae(z), the Deputy Speaker
claimed that the fssemily sbould no. proceed uvith the second reading of
the above Bill as it v g not publisimes in the Gapzette seven days as
prescribed by the afarem:ntion Lt .nding Urder.

The Speoker pronounced =inon o Till had satisfied all the

reqjuirements of tne Stonding “rders i on U therefore it was in order for

the fscemoly to praoeood -t Lt sitvin, ith it,

The  tiormey Lorocrol i sinister of Legal ~ffairs thereafter
moved tihe sccond rordlnc of fhe Tolloding Cilise

S0 dnmatolosd oa set to o ke certain
shenc csnte 1ooone laws reloting to
elections ©90 choooe 2 Bresident the
members of the rooclensl democratic
councils arn? jyor mittere connected
therewith,

©

The Deputy Operksr spok. to tne motion.

Mr, Kwayanz moved the following amendmznt which was ruled out
of order as the issuc was settleds

The word "nouw” be left out nd the following
words be added:

"on a day after the expir.tion of seven days
from the date of its publication in the
Gapzette as required by st.nding Order 46 (3)",

Mr, Kwayana was speakinj to vhe motion when the time for the
suspension was reached,

SUSPENSTUN OF LITTING

Rt 4. .2 .. “heosittine oo sospornced.

Ao aunbPTIuN OF CITTING

Lt 44,30 Do thye gitting oo resumed,



Mr, Kwayana continued and concluded his speech,
Thereafter the /\ttorney Gener .l replied.
The motioen was put and corrcisc.

The Bill was rezd 2 sacond :-ine,

The Deputy Spesker movad und Cde. iMohamed seconded that the Bill
be referred to a Select “ommittee,
ativade

The motion Was put and nsg

Assembly resolved itsclf into Committee to consider the Bill
clause by clause,

In Committee

Elauses 1 and 2 were passed as printed,

Clause 3: Mr. Kwayana moved the following amendment:
Insertion of the following sub-section (l%) after sub-section (10):

(a) Each political party may nominate by writing:
under the hand of the secretary of the party,-
persons for appointment as scrutineers and the
Commission shall appoint the persons so nominated
as scrutineers:

Provided that no one political party may
nominate more than one scrutineer for any one
division and one scrutineer as chief scrutineer,

(b) The Commission

(i) shall, at the recuest of the political
puarty which nominate a scrutineer, remove
him from office;

(ii) may rwpove @ scrutineer from nffice, if,
in tho opinion of the Commission, such
scrutinesr is unable to perform the
functions of nis office (whether arising
from infirmity of mind or body or any
other cuuse) or has been guilty of
miscanduct,

(c) i scrutineer shiall be entitled to be present at
registration proceedings under the regulations
in the division for which he is appointed.

Provided tnot if he is absent such proceedings
shall not on that ~ccount be invalidated.

(d) A scrutineer may inspect any of the following
documents whether completed or not, in the
possession of tiho divisional registrar of the
division for which he is appointed, namely -

(i) applic.tionsg
(ii) identity papers;
(iii) notices of disallowance.
(e) . scrutineer shall not interfere with a divisional

registrar in the performance of his duties.
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(F) A chief scrutineer shall oe entitled to be
present at registration proceedings in any
division and may inspect any of the documents
specified in the regulations in the possession
of the registrire

(g) h scrutincer ~ay submit a claim on behalf of
any person in &ne division for which he is a
scrutineer who n.s, by virtue of this regulation,
; right to suomit o cleinm to be registared
correctly, as tne c.oc=z may be. Coth the
scrutincer < ¢.e ©.rwon on whose behalf he

—~
~

scrutircers proir ad oy ohe Commission shall

e paid +he Conmicsion from monies voted by
the fationil nsuenily.

The amerdmenc wng put  ad negativ.a on the following division:

£ or 4gainst

Mr, Koayana Cde., ~joodhia
Cde. I. ©1ly
Cde, ~brahams

Cde., Belgrave

Cde. Bagir

Cie. 5.F . flohamed Cde. Khan

Cdes Collymore Cde. q;ndenburg

Cdee ilecpu - 20 Cde. Lhaf%es

Pers ul Cdes e« 31ingn

Cde. Semple
Cde. tockcliffe
Cde, Griffith
Cde. fraser
Cde. !larshall
Cde, Geddes
Cde. btdu:rds
Cde, Deygoo
Cde, Dedesus
Cde, Daen
Cde, Calistro
Cde, Melville
Cde, Munroe
Cde., Doubay
Coe, HBill-ifingo
Cde, . Hayman
Cde, Bancroft
Cde. Ferreira
Cde, Persico
Cde, Kissoon
Cde. Saowh
Cde, Thomas
Cde, Hlurray
Cde. Jackson
Cde, Corbin
Cde, Burnham
Cde, Green

e

o

T T s Sl ool ool il ol ol ol il L L T

& 34
Total: Total:
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The Deputy Speaker moved the following amendment which was put
and negatived,

THAT Clause 3(1) be amended be deleting the words "ONE MONTH"
from the first line and substituting thesrefor the words
"TWO MOMTHS™,

THAT in the proviso of the s:me clause substitute the words
"two months" for the words ‘“One month",

THAT clause 3(2) be deleted ard the roliowing clause inserted

"For the purposes of cub cection (1) the date with
reference to which the preliminary list shall be
prepared, under section 14 of the National Registration
fict, shall be 31lst December, 1990"

THAT Clause 3(3) be renumbered as Clause 3 and the
following clause be added as cluuse 3(3) and all other sub
clauses to Clause 3 be appropriately renumbered -

"That the Preliminary list shall be prepared subsequent
to registration being carried out pursuant to section
6 (4) of the National Registration /ct"

That the following clause be added as clause 3(12) -

"That sach political party represented in the National
Assembly may nominate by writing under the hand of the
Secretary of the Party not more than one scrutineer
gach to be appointed by the Commission for the purposes
of observing the process of registration®,

Clause 3 was then nassed as orinted.

Clause 4 Mr, Kwayana moved thne following amendments which were
put and negatived.

Addition of the following as subsecticn (3) and (4).

(3) For the removal of doubt it is hereby declared
that the precedures set out in the Representation
of the People Act For :he counting of votes
notwithstanding, tne &lections Commission's
powers and functions under the Constitution shall
include the power if re:uested to do so by any
one Representative of a List or of its own motion
to instruct the Chief Elcections Officer to
order a preliminary count of the votes cast at each
polling place and to design and issue the forms
on which the votes received by each list and the

- rejection votes shall be recorded, as well as
the procedures to be followed for reporting the
preliminzty count to the appointed counting
places and te the Elections Commission,

(4)  Any direction: of the Clections Commission to
Presiding Officers to allow agents of lists to
accompany ballot boxes to the respective counting
places be unconditional and include instructions
to the Preosiuing UfFficers and to the appointed
counting orficers o allow the said Agents to
follow thz ballot noxes into the places of
counting and to remazin in full view of the ballot
boxes at all tim:s until the commencement of

i

the counting..

Clause 4 was then passed as printeds




Clouses 5 to B uere pascaed as printeds

Clause 9 The following -cmenagment by Mre. Kwayana was put
and negatived,

Insertionr, of tre following s subsection 1(c).

1 (c) appointed from among persons who hold
or have held cppointments in an
executive 0i clerical capacity with
any firm rcregistered in Guyana under the
Companiss ~ct, the Partnership fict,
the Co-oper~tive -ocieties fict, the Trade
Union <ct or in a non=governmental
orjanication, or who is a Marriage Officer,
vuslified sttorney-at-law, a physician
or athor professionel reguired to buy a
practice certificats under the Tax Act,
an entrepraneur or person employed in a
teacri-. capacitye’s

Clause 10 The foliowi~; wndment by Mr, Kwayana was put and
negatived,

Renumbering of ..lousz 1. -3 li(l) and insertion of the
following os subection (2):

“otwitnst nding ony provision in any dct or
in the Lic Service Commission Rules,

T s
—_—— it

tho Caire ioner of Hational Registrotion
10+ fiane Ifficer shall be
ppointes oy +uoiic Service Commission
07 L. o0 nitod. iecomaendation of the
lac.oion ¢ 1 owuo signified to the
¢oLi ,dion in writing and
LG ;oo of the tlections
¢ e

Clause 1

Clause 14 The follouing cmendment by the Deputy Speaker
was neqatived.

O~ a motion by the nttoriey Luneral ond Minister of Legal
fiffairs the 3ill was read the seccon. time und passed as pgrinted,
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MeTION

ITEM 2, AFFIRMATION OF THE TAX Law3 (MODIFIC,TION) ORDER 1990

(Nas 59)

The Minister of Trade znd Tourism, on behalf of the
Minister of Finance moved the following motion which was put and

32 IT RESOLVED:

That this Notioral dssembly afficm
the Tax Laws (Modification) Urder 1990
(Mo, 59 of 1990), which wus mode under
section 51 of the Petroleum (Exploration
and Prsduction) fAct 1986 (No, 3 of 1986)
and published in the Gazette on 13th
September, 1990,

At 6435 p.m., 0on a motion by the ilinister of Regicnal
Development, the Assembly was adjourned to a date to be fixed,

Se ManAIN

QLA

PiRLL: MONT OFFICE
Public Buildings
Georgetouwn,
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