NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
OF THE 62ND SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2015-2017) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.,

ON THURSDAY, 9TH MARCH, 2017,

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS,

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN.
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+Hon. Noel L. Holder, M.P., Minister of Agriculture 

Ministers (9)
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Hon. Nicolette O. Henry, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Education

Hon. Valarie Patterson, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice),
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Other Members (9)

Ms. Jennifer J. Wade, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Ms. Rajcoomarie Bancroft, M.P. (Region No. 8 –Potaro/Siparuni)

Mr. John Adams, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) 
Mr. Richard Allen, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini)

Mr. Michael Carrington, M.P.
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MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION (32)
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Mr. Clement J. Rohee, M.P.

Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip  

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) 

Mr. Mohabir A. Nandlall, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 



Ms. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice) 
Dr. Frank C.S. Anthony, M.P. 

Ms. Pauline Campbell-Sukhai, M.P. 

Mr. Odinga Lumumba, M.P. 

Bishop Juan A. Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P. 
           /…4

4.

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. 

Dr. Vindhya V. Persaud, M.S., M.P.
Ms. Indranie Chandarpal, M.P.,
Mr. Joseph L.F. Hamilton, M.P. 
Mr. Collin D. Croal, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini) 

Ms. Gillian R. Burton-Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Dr. Bheri S. Ramsaran, M.P.  
Dr. Jennifer Westford, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni) 

Ms. Africo Selman, M.P.

Mr. Zulfikar Mustapha, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne) 

Mr. Ganga Persaud, M.P. 

Ms. Yvonne Pearson- Fredericks, M.P. 
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Mr. Alister S. Charlie, M.P. (Region No. 9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo)

Mr. Nigel D. Dharamlall, M.P.

Mr. Adrian V. Anamayah, M.P., 
Mr. Harry Gill, M.P. 

Ms. Bhagmattie Veerasammy, M.P.
Mr. Vickram O. Bharrat, M.P.          
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Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.12 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

The Speaker made the following announcements:

1. International Women’s Day 2017 

“Honourable Members, yesterday, March 8 2017, Guyana joined with the rest of the world to observe International Women’s Day. In keeping with this observance, please allow me Honourable Members to make reference to the fact that over the years Guyana has seen the emergence of outstanding women in the form of our Female Legislators. Women have over the years been agitating for an increased presence in public affairs and some success has attended their efforts.  In Guyana that success is evidenced by the increased level of female representation within the National Assembly over the years. In 1953, three women then active in the political life of our country, Mrs. Janet Jagan, Ms Jessie Burnham and Mrs. Jane Phillips-Gay broke barriers when they became the first female elected Members of Parliament in Guyana. That achievement opened the door for some ninety four others to date. In this the Eleventh Parliament, there are twenty two female Members of the National Assembly, a more than significant achievement. As we pay special tribute to women in this month of March, let us, as Members of this August body commit to do all within our power as Parliamentarians to improve the circumstance of all Guyanese women”.
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The day should not go unremarked, each female Member of our Assembly would be presented with a Rose as a statement of our esteem. Our Twin Legislature of British Colombia has presented to us tokens and these have also been presented to our female Members of Parliament”.
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 2.16 p.m. the Sitting was suspended to enable the Speaker and Clerk of the National Assembly to present the female Members of Parliament with flowers in observance of International Women’s Day 2017.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 2.28 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

The Speaker also made the following announcements:

2. Fellowship Breakfast

“Honourable Members, this morning, 9th March, 2017, a goodly number of Members of Parliament attended a Fellowship Breakfast. The event was a success and it is not an exaggeration to say that Honourable Members left the Marriot Hotel with things to ponder. I express congratulations to the Religious Body for its thoughtfulness”. 
3. Commonwealth Day Activity

“Honourable Members, Commonwealth Day will be observed on Monday, 13th March, 2017, under the theme: “A Peace-Building Commonwealth”. The Executive Committee of the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association, Guyana Branch, at its 2nd Meeting held on Monday, 6th February, 2017, agreed to plan a number of activities in observance of Commonwealth Day 2017.  In keeping with this year’s theme, a number of activities have been planned to be undertaken on March 14, 2017, and thereafter.  These plans include:
· A panel discussion on the theme: ‘A Peace – Building Commonwealth’
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· A Poster and an Essay Competition for participants between the ages of 7- 11

· A Poster and  an Essay Competition for participants between the ages of 12 – 17
All Honourable Members would have received invitations to attend the Panel Discussion which will be held at 3.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 14th March, 2017, at the Umana Yana, Kingston. The Panellists will comprise Representatives of the National Assembly, High Commissioners, Resident and Non-resident or their Representatives, and a former Youth Parliament Representative. Ambassador Ronald Austin, C.C.H., Director of the Foreign Service Institute, has agreed to serve as the Moderator for the Panel Discussion. The Poster and Essay Competitions will also be launched on Tuesday, 14th March, 2017”.

4. Visit of Mr. Bashir, Former Member of Parliament

“Honourable Members, among us today is a former Member of Parliament, Mr. Isakak Bashir, who is a guest of the Speaker of the National Assembly”.  We welcome you Sir.
5. Visit of the Berbice Technical Institute 

“Honourable Members, it is a pleasure to bring to your attention that we have among us 25 students and 2 teachers from the Berbice Technical Institute”.
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

By the Minister of Finance:


Annual Report of the National Insurance Scheme for the year 2014.











 (Circulated)

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES-

By Dr. Vindhya V. Persaud, M.S., M.P. (Chairperson of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services):

(i) 
First Special Report of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services  - Visits to the Amerindian Hostel, the East La Penitence Female Lock-ups, the Sophia Children Care Centre and the Juvenile Holding Centre on 13th June, 2014. 











 (Circulated)
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(ii) 
Second Special Report of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services - Visits to the Regional Hospital, the National Insurance Scheme and the Police Station in Mabaruma – Region 1 on 11th and 12th July, 2014.










(Circulated)
PUBLIC BUSINESS
-

(i) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS








BILLS – Second Readings

ITEM 1-   
PRIME MINISTER HAMILTON GREEN PENSION BILL – Bill No. 
23/2016 published on 2016-11-08

The Minister of Finance moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide a pension, benefits and other facilities to Hamilton Green, Prime Minister from 1985 to 1992, to enable him to live in keeping with the high office he occupied.

(Read a first time on 2016-11-21)

The following Members spoke to the motion:
Mr. Mohabir Nandlall

The Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection

Ms. Gillian Burton-Persaud

The Minister of Citizenship

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 4.15 p.m. the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 5.30 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.
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The following Members also spoke to the motion:

Mr. Cornel Damon
The Minister within the Ministry of Communities
Ms. Gail Teixeira

The Attorney General and Minster of Legal Affairs

Thereafter, the Minister of Finance replied.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clause 1 
The Minister of Finance moved the following amendment which was put and carried:

“For the date “1st December, 2016” substitute the date “1st April, 2017”.”

Clause 1 was then passed as amended.

Clause 2






The Minister of Finance moved the following amendment which was put and carried:

“For the date “1st December, 2016” substitute the date “1st April, 2017”.”

Clause 2 was then passed as amended.

Clause 3 to 5 were passed as printed
Clause 6 

The Minister of Finance moved the following amendment which was put and carried:

“For the date “31st November, 2016” substitute the date “31st March, 2017”.”
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Clause 6 was then passed as amended.

Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Minister of Finance, the Prime Minister Hamilton Green Pension Bill 2016 was read a third time and passed as amended.

ITEM 2-  
CIVIL AVIATION BILL 2017 – Bill No. 1/2017 published on 2017-01-16

The Minister of Public Infrastructure moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to establish the Guyana Civil Aviation Authority, to make provisions to enable effect to be given to the Chicago Convention and the Agreement establishing the Caribbean Aviation Safety and Security Oversight System, to provide for offences relating to the safety and security of passengers, aircraft and airports, for the regulation, control and orderly development of civil aviation in Guyana and for related matters.



(Read a first time on 2017-01-30)

The following Members spoke to the motion:
Mr. Clement Rohee

Ms. Gail Teixeira

Thereafter, the Minster of Public Infrastructure replied.

The Bill was then read a second time and referred to a Special Select Committee.
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PHAGWAH GREETINGS
The Speaker extended Phagwah Greetings to all Guyanese, Members of Parliament and Staff of the Parliament Office.  The First Vice- President and Prime Minster joined the Speaker in extending Phagwah greetings.  Dr. Vindyah Persaud also joined the Speaker and the First Vice- President and Prime Minster in extending Phagwah greetings.

ADJOURNMENT
At 8.28 p.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m. on Thursday, 13th April, 2017.

                                             …………………………………………………………………….  
           HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, O.R., C.C.H., M.P., 






Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

9th March, 2017.
