NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS
OF THE 63RD SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2015-2017) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.,

ON THURSDAY, 13TH APRIL, 2017,

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS,

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN.

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (69)

Speaker (1)

*Hon Dr. Barton U.A. Scotland, O.R., C.C.H., M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT (36)

(i) A Partnership For National Unity/Alliance For Change (36)

First Vice-President and Prime Minister (1)

+ Hon. Moses V. Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P., First Vice-President and Prime Minister

Other Vice-Presidents (3)

+ Hon. Carl B. Greenidge, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Foreign Affairs 

+Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Public Security

+*Hon. Sydney Allicock, M.S., M.P., Vice-President and Minister of Indigenous 

      Peoples’ Affairs (Absent)
Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (1)

+ Hon. Basil Williams, S.C., M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs  

Senior Ministers (13)

+ Hon. Amna Ally, M.P., Minister of Social Protection and Government Chief Whip

+ Hon. Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph F. Harmon, M.S.M., M.P., Minister of State

+ Hon. Dr. Rupert Roopnaraine, M.P., Minister of Education              
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+ Cabinet Member
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+ Hon. Ronald A. Bulkan, M.P., Minister of Communities

+ Hon. Dr. George A. Norton, M.P., Minister of Social Cohesion
+ Hon. Winston D. Jordan, M.P., Minister of Finance 

+ Hon. Raphael G.C. Trotman, M.P., Minister of Natural Resources

+ Hon. Volda A. Lawrence, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

   Minister of Public Health
+ Hon. David A. Patterson, M.P., Minister of Public Infrastructure

+ Hon. Catherine A. Hughes, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

    Minister of Public Telecommunications  

+*Hon. Winston G. Felix, D.S.M., M.P., Minister of Citizenship 

+ Hon. Hans Dominic Gaskin, M.P., Minister of Business 
+Hon. Noel L. Holder, M.P., Minister of Agriculture 

Ministers (9)

*Hon. Keith Scott, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Social Protection 

Hon. Dawn Hastings-Williams, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities 

Hon. Annette N. Ferguson, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Public Infrastructure

Hon. Valerie Garrido-Lowe, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Indigenous Peoples’ Affairs

Hon. Jaipaul Sharma, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Finance 

Hon. Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica),

Minister within the Ministry of Public Health

Hon. Simona Charles-Broomes, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Natural Resources

Hon. Nicolette O. Henry, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Education

Hon. Valarie Patterson, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice),

Minister within the Ministry of Communities      
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Other Members (9)

Ms. Jennifer J. Wade, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice)

Ms. Rajcoomarie Bancroft, M.P. (Region No. 8 –Potaro/Siparuni)

Mr. John Adams, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) 
Mr. Richard Allen, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini)

Mr. Michael Carrington, M.P.

Mr. Jermaine Figueira, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice)

Mr. Charrandas Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Mr. Haimraj Rajkumar, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

Mr. Audwin Rutherford, M.P.

MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION (32)

(i) People’s Progressive Party (32)

Mr. Bharrat Jagdeo, M.P., Leader of the Opposition (Absent on – leave) 
Mr. Clement J. Rohee, M.P.

Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip (Absent on – leave) 
Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) (Absent on – leave)
Mr. Mohabir A. Nandlall, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 



Ms. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice) 
Dr. Frank C.S. Anthony, M.P. 

Ms. Pauline Campbell-Sukhai, M.P. 

Mr. Odinga Lumumba, M.P. 
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Bishop Juan A. Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P. 
Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. 

Dr. Vindhya V. Persaud, M.S., M.P.
Ms. Indranie Chandarpal, M.P.,
Mr. Joseph L.F. Hamilton, M.P. 
Mr. Collin D. Croal, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini) 

Ms. Gillian R. Burton-Persaud, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Dr. Bheri S. Ramsaran, M.P.  
Dr. Jennifer Westford, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni) 

Ms. Africo Selman, M.P., (Absent on – leave)
Mr. Zulfikar Mustapha, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne) 

Mr. Ganga Persaud, M.P. 

Ms. Yvonne Pearson- Fredericks, M.P. 

Mr. Neendkumar, J.P., M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Mr. Komal Chand, C.C.H., J.P., M.P. (Region No.3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) 
Dr. Vishwa D.B. Mahadeo, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)  

Mr. Cornel Damon, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam) 
Mr. Alister S. Charlie, M.P. (Region No. 9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo)

Mr. Nigel D. Dharamlall, M.P., (Absent on – leave)
Mr. Adrian V. Anamayah, M.P., 
Mr. Harry Gill, M.P. 

Ms. Bhagmattie Veerasammy, M.P.
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Mr. Vickram O. Bharrat, M.P.       
Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly

Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.38 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk read Prayers.
ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

Leave:
Honourable Members, leave has been granted to:

Mr. Bharrat Jadgeo

Mr. Mohamed Ali

Ms. Africo Selman

Mr. Nigel Dharamlall, and 

Ms. Gail Teixeira, for today’s Sitting.
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) 
By the Speaker of the National Assembly (Chairman of the Committee of Selection):

Minutes of Proceedings of the 7th Meeting of the Committee of Selection held on Monday, 9th March, 2017.










        (Circulated)
(2) 
By the Minister of Finance:

(i) End of Year Outcome – 2016.











       (Circulated)
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(ii) 
Loan Contract No. 3798/BL-GY dated February 21, 2017 between the Co-

operative Republic of Guyana and the Inter-American Development Bank for US$15,000,000.00 for the purpose of financing the Sustainable Agricultural Development Program.









           (Circulated)

(iii)  
Loan Contract No. 3779/BL-GY dated February 21, 2017 between the Co-

operative Republic of Guyana and the Inter-American Development Bank for US$8,000,000.00 for the purpose of financing the Support of Improve Maternal and Child Health Project.








                       (Circulated)


(iv) 
Loan Contract No. 3824/BL-GY dated February 21, 2017 between the Co-

operative Republic of Guyana and the Inter-American Development Bank for US$9,000,000.00 for the purpose of financing the Enhancing of the National Quality Infrastructure for Economic Diversification and Trade Promotion Program.









          (Circulated)

(v) 
Loan Contract No. 3876/BL-GY dated February 21, 2017 between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the Inter-American Development Bank for US$8,000,000.00 for the purpose of financing the Support for the Criminal Justice System Program.









                     (Circulated)

(vi) 
Dollar Credit Line Agreement dated February 22, 2017 between the Government of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the Export-Import Bank of India for US$4,000,000.00 for the purpose of financing the Procurement and Installation of High Capacity Fixed and Mobile Drainage Pumps and Associated Structures from India.










          (Circulated)
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(vii) 
Amendatory Agreement dated March 6, 2017 between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the Inter-American Development Bank for the purpose of amending the Executing Agency for the following Loan Contracts:

(a) 
No. 2215/BL-GY, Road Improvement and Rehabilitation Program, entered on March 21, 2010.

(b) 
No. 2454/BL-GY, East Bank Demerara Four Lane Extension, entered on December 8, 2010.

(c) 
2741/BL-GY, Road Network Upgrade and Extension Program, entered on March 15, 2013.

(d) 
No. 2270/BL-GY, Expansion and Integration of Basic Nutrition Program, entered on February 17, 2010.

(e) 
No. 3369/BL-GY, Citizen Security Strengthening Program, entered on February 19, 2015.









           (Circulated)

 (viii) 
Annual Report of the Guyana National Shipping Corporation Limited for the year 
2015.











           (Circulated)

(ix) 
Annual Report of the Atlantic Hotel Inc. for the year 2014.











          (Circulated)

(x) 
Annual Report of the Guyana National Newspapers Limited for the year 2014.











         (Circulated)
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REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES-

By the Minister of Social Cohesion (Chairman of the Committee on Appointments):

(i) 
Third Report of the Committee on Appointments in relation to the Appointment of Members of the Ethnic Relations Commission.










           (Circulated)

(ii) 
Fourth Report of the Committee on Appointments in relation to the Appointment of an Accountant to the Financial Intelligence Unit (FIU) within the Anti-Money Laundering and Countering the Financing of Terrorism Authority Act No. 1 of 2015.










           (Circulated)

REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY ON DEFINITE MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE-

Commission of Inquiry surrounding the claims of Amerindian land titling, the individual, joint or communal ownership of lands acquired by freed Africans and any other land titling in Guyana

A request by Mr. Mohabir Nandlall, M.P., to move the adjournment of the National Assembly on a definite matter of urgent public importance with respect to the Commission of Inquiry surrounding the claims of Amerindian land titling, the individual, joint or communal ownership of lands acquired by freed Africans and any other land titling in Guyana, was disallowed by the Speaker.
PUBLIC BUSINESS
-

(i) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS








BILLS – Second Readings

ITEM 1 -       STATE ASSETS RECOVERY BILL 2017 – Bill No. 2/2017 published on 
2017-01-24
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs moved the second reading of the following Bill:

           /…9
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A BILL intituled AN ACT to establish a State Assets Recovery Agency in consonance with the United Nations Convention Against Corruption 2003 headed by a Director who shall be a corporation sole to recover through civil proceedings State property unlawfully acquired by a public official or any other person, to provide for investigations leading to the granting by the High Court of Restraint and Civil Recovery Orders in respect of unlawfully acquired property, to engage in international cooperation in the recovery of stolen assets of States within the contemplation of the Act, and for related matters. 





         (Read a first time on 2017-01-30)

The following Members spoke to the motion:
Ms. Priya Manickchand

The Minister of State
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 4.20 p.m. the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 5.45 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.
The following Members also spoke to the motion:

Mr. Harry Gill

The Minister of  Public Telecommunications 

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj

The Minister of Natural Resources

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 7.20 p.m. the Sitting was suspended for refreshments.
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RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 8.10 p.m. the Sitting was resumed.
The following Members also spoke to the motion:

Mr. Odinga Lumumba
Hon. Dawn Hastings-Williams, Minister within the Ministry of Communities

Bishop Juan Edghill
Withdrawal of Members of the Opposition

At 9:18 p.m. the Members of the Opposition withdrew from the Chamber.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee

Clauses 1 was passed as printed.
Clause 2 

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs moved the following amendments which were put and carried:
“In the definition of the word “money”, substitute for paragraph (c) the following –

“(c) money in any electronic form, which is monetary value stored electronically, including magnetically or in any other tangible or intangible device (such as a Subscriber Identity Module (SIM) card or a software), and includes direct deposit, electronic funds transfer and digital currencies;”.
Clause 2 was then passed as amended.
Clauses 3 to 10 were passed as printed.
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Clauses 11

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs moved the following amendments which were put and carried:
Subsection (2) -

“Substitute for the word “Persons” the words “Subject to subsection (11), persons”.”
Subsection (3) -

“Substitute for the word “There” the words “Subject to subsection (11), there”.”

Subsection (5) -
“Substitute for the word “The” the words “Subject to subsection (11), the”.”
           Subsection (11) -

      
“Insert new sub-clause (11) as follows –

“(11) In subsections (2), (3) and (5), the Director of Public Prosecutions shall have a discretion as to the extent and the degree of co-operation to be rendered or the nature of the information to be shared with the Director.”.”
Clause 11 was then passed as amended.
Clauses 12 to 22 were passed as printed.
Clauses 23  

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs moved the following amendments which were put and carried:

Subsection (2) -

“Insert immediately after the word “imposed,” the words “except that in the case of subsection (4)(a), the Director of Public Prosecutions shall have a discretion as to the extent and the degree of the disclosure”.”
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12.
Clauses 23 was then passed as amended.
Clauses 24 to 107 were passed as printed.
Schedule was passed as printed.

Assembly resumed

On a motion by the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, the State Assets Recovery Bill 2017 was read a third time and passed as amended.
EASTER GREETINGS AND BIRTHDAY WISHES
The First Vice-President and Prime Minister extended Easter greetings to the Speaker, the Clerk of the National Assembly, staff of the Parliament Office and the Media. He also extended greetings to all Guyanese. He also extended birthday wishes to the Speaker. The Speaker expressed thanks for the wishes and joined the First Vice-President and Prime Minister in extending Easter Greetings.

ADJOURNMENT
At 9.48 p.m., on a motion by the First Vice-President and Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2.00 p.m. on Monday, 8th May, 2017.

                                             …………………………………………………………………….  
           HON. DR. BARTON U.A. SCOTLAND, O.R., C.C.H., M.P., 






Speaker of the National Assembly
PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

8th May, 2017.  
