ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA – FIRST SESSION (2015-2017)

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

NOTICE PAPER NO. 84

Member Giving Notice:
Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P.

MOTION

INCREASES IN LAND RENT AND OTHER CHARGES TO FARMERS IN THE MAHAICA, MAHAICONY, ABARY AGRICULTURE AUTHORITY (MMA/ADA)

WHEREAS Guyana’s economy is in no insignificant way based on the contributions of the agricultural sector which sustains the entire Guyanese population and provides economic activities and jobs for thousands of households and communities;


AND WHEREAS the Government has recently unilaterally imposed increases in land rent and other charges to farmers in the Mahaica, Mahaicony, Abary Agriculture Authority (MMA/ADA);


AND WHEREAS the increase in some of these charges is in excess of 600%;


AND WHEREAS the rice farmers and the rice industry, in particular, which have been under severe duress over the past year, will be additionally hit with the imposition of these increased fees;


AND WHEREAS rice farmers in the MMA/ADA will now have to pay $15,000 per acre, an increase from $3,500 in 2016 for land rent, and, drainage and irrigation charges;
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2.


BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly calls on the Government to immediately reverse these new increases of fees for land, drainage and other services for the MMA farmers in the best interest of the nation.
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