TENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA – FIRST SESSION (2012 – 2014)

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

NOTICE PAPER NO. 366

Member Giving Notice: 
Lt. Col. (Ret’d) Joseph Harmon, M.S.M., M.P.
MOTION
Amendment of Standing Orders Nos. 8(1), 8(2) and 9
WHEREAS Standing Order No. 8 (1) makes provision for the ordinary Sitting of the Assembly for a Resolution by the Assembly upon a motion moved by a Minister and for every adjournment of the Assembly to be the next sitting day;
AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 8 (2) provides that if it is represented to the Speaker by the Government, or the Speaker is of the opinion, that the public interest requires that the Assembly meet earlier than that to which it stands adjourned. The Assembly shall meet at the time stated;
AND WHEREAS Standing Order 9 provides that notwithstanding anything contained in Standing Order No. 8 where there are special reasons for so doing, no Sitting of the National Assembly should be held from 10th August to 10th October in any year;
AND WHEREAS the articles of the Constitution of Guyana has provided and in the future may provide for a majority Opposition and minority Government;
AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 9 makes no specific provision for the reconvening of the Assembly after recess; 
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2.

AND WHEREAS the combined effect of Standing Orders Nos. 8 (1), 8(2) and 9 have contributed to the gridlock in the National Assembly and a delay in the conduct of the business of the Assembly after the recess has ended,
BE IT RESOLVED: 

That Standing Orders Nos. 8(1), 8(2) and 9 be amended as follows:
8. Ordinary Sitting of the Assembly

1.  
Save as otherwise provided by the Constitution or resolved by the Assembly upon a motion moved by a Minister or a Member of the Assembly may sit every day except Saturdays and Sundays and, unless the Assembly otherwise decide, every adjournment of the Assembly shall be to the next Sitting day named.
Sitting convened at the discretion of the Speaker  

2. 
lf, during any adjournment of the Assembly, it is represented to the Speaker by the Majority of the Members of the Assembly or by Government, or the Speaker is of the opinion, that the public interest requires that the Assembly should meet on a date earlier than that to which it stands adjourned, the Speaker may give notice accordingly and the Assembly shall meet at the time stated in such notice. The Clerk shall as soon as possible inform each Member in writing, or telegram or by appropriate electronic means of any such earlier meeting.
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3.

9. Recess of the National Assembly
Notwithstanding anything contained in Standing Order No.8, unless there are special reasons for doing so, no sitting of the National Assembly shall be held from 10th August to 10th October in any year. The National Assembly must be reconvened within ten (10) days from the last day of the recess. 

(Notice Paper No. 366 (M 113   Opp 62) published on 2014-11-03)
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