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FORTHE 24™ SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST SESSION

(2012) OF THE TENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA TOBE HELD

AT 2.00P.M.

ON THURSDAY, 12™ JUL Y, 2012
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BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

BUSINESSFOR SITTING

PRAYERS

OATH OF A NEW MEMBER-

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT-

ANNOUNCEMENTSBY THE SPEAKER-

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS

PRESENTATION OF PAPERSAND REPORTS
By the Minister of Housing and Water:

Audited Financia Statements of the Central Housing and Planning Authority for the year
ended 31% December, 2011.
(To be Circulated)



REPORTSFROM COMMITTEES-

ORAL QUESTIONSWITHOUT NOTICE

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE-
For Written Replies

*1. LEVEL SEVEN STUDENTSPROVIDED WITH TEXTBOOKSIN THE FOUR
‘CORE’ SUBJECTS
Member AsKing: Mrs. Cathrine Hughes, M.P.

Minister Answering: The Minister of Education

Can the Hon. Minister say how many Level Seven students have been provided by the
government with individual textbooks in the four ‘core’ subject areas?
(Notice Paper No. 17 (Q 14 Opp 14) published on 2012-03-05)

*2. ACOQUIRING LEVEL SEVEN TEXTBOOKS IN THE FOUR ‘CORE’ SUBJECTS

Member Asking: Mrs. Cathrine Hughes, M.P.

Minister Answering: TheMinister of Education

Can the Hon. Minister say how much money was spent during the period January 1, 2007 —
December 31, 2011 on acquiring Level Seven textbooksin the four ‘core’ subject areas?
(Notice Paper No. 18 (Q 15 Opp 15) published on 2012-03-05)

STATEMENTSBY MINISTERS, INCLUDING POLICY STATEMENTS

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS

*Not to be proceeded with at thissitting



REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY ON
DEFINITE MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE-

MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESSOR SITTINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND

MOVED BY A MINISTER-

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

PUBLIC BUSINESS

(i) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

BILLS- Second Reading

1. CIVIL LAW (RIGHTSOF PERSONSIN COMMON LAW UNION) BILL 2012
— Bill No. 10/2012 published on 2012-06-29
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs to move the second reading of

the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the rights of persons in a
common law union in intestate succession.
(Read afirst timeon 2012-06-27)

MOTION

2. MOTION TO HONOUR THE LONG AND EXEMPLARY SERVICE OF
FORMER MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT AND MINISTER, MR. REEPU
DAMAN PERSAUD, O.R., TOTHE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

The Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs to move the following

motion;



WHEREAS this National Assembly acknowledges that the Parliament has been served
with honour and distinction by outstanding leaders and Members of Parliament over the many
decades;

AND WHEREAS on this day, the National Assembly duly honours two long serving
Members of Parliament, Mr. Reepu Daman Persaud, O.R., and Mr. Robert Corbin;

AND WHEREAS Mr. Reepu Daman Persaud, O.R., served as a Member of Parliament
for the Peoples’ Progressive Party from May 18, 1965 to May 2, 2006;

AND WHEREAS during this period, Mr. Regpu Daman Persaud, O.R., served, inter alia,
as Chief Whip, Deputy Speaker, Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee, Chairman of the
Constitution Reform Select Committee and Leader of the House;

AND WHEREAS over a 14 year period he unstintingly served in high public office in

government as Vice President, Minister of Agriculture and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs;

AND WHEREAS Mr. Reepu Daman Persaud, O.R., was and is recognized for his
unparalleled knowledge and skills on the conduct of parliament, parliamentary rules and
procedures, norms and conventions which were most particularly needed when he guided this
National Assembly with a steady and fair hand in periods which are now considered critical and
historic with regard to the evolution of our country’s present day constitutional and

parliamentary architecture;

AND WHEREAS this House is of the unanimous opinion that such exemplary and
dedicated public service to one’s country must also be recognized by this National Assembly and
in doing so call on present day Members of Parliament to emulate such selfless dedication and

commitment,



BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly pauses in its deliberations to pay homage and to
honour this long serving Member of Parliament, Mr. Reepu Daman Persaud, O.R., who
has by example created an unchallenged legacy of leadership and integrity in public

office;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly recognizes and congratulates Mr. Reepu Daman
Persaud, O.R., for his sacrifice and service to Guyana and its people for decades and
further recognizes that he continues to do so beyond the walls of these Chambers as a

politician, areligious and cultural leader.

(Notice Paper No. 80 (M31 Govt 12) published on 2012-07-05)

BILLS - Second Reading

*3.  OFFICIAL GAZETTE BILL 2012 - Bill No. 9/2012 published on 2012-06-29
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs to move the second reading of

the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the publication of the Official
Gazette in printed and electronic form and for connected purposes.
(Read afirst timeon 2012-06-27)

MOTION

*4, COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE OF SELECTION
The Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs to move the following motion:

*Not to be proceeded with at thissitting



WHEREAS the House selected nine (9) members to the Parliamentary Committee on
Selection of the 10" Parliament on February 10, 2012;

AND WHEREAS the House selected four (4) members for the governing PPP/C, four (4)
members for the opposition APNU and one (1) member for the opposition AFC;

AND WHEREAS the alocation of a nine (9) member Committee of Selection was by
way of an amendment by the combined APNU/AFC opposition to the motion tabled by the
Leader of the House for a ten (10) member Committee with five (5) for PPP/C, four (4) APNU
and one (1) AFC;

AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 94(1) provides for “each Select Committee being
S0 constituted to ensure that, as far as possible, the balance of parties in the National Assembly

be reflected in the Committee”;

AND WHEREAS the existing balance of the parties in the 10" Parliament is as follows:

PPP/C: 32 seats
APNU: 26 seats
AFC: 7 seats

AND WHEREAS the balance of the parties in the existing Committee of Selection does
not conform to Standing Order No. 94(1),

BE IT RESOLVED:
That the decision of the House on the composition of the Parliamentary
Committee of Selection be declared inconsistent with Standing Order 94(1);



BE IT ALSO RESOLVED:

That the House takes immediate steps to ensure that the composition of the
Parliamentary Committee of Selection is brought into conformity with Standing
Order No. 94(1); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the currently constituted Committee of Selection be prevented from
discharging its functions under Standing Order No. 81.
(Notice Paper No. 24 (M7 Govt 4) published on 2012-03-07)

(i) PRIVATE MEMBERS” BUSINESS
MOTIONS

In Accordance with Standing Order No. 112, Mrs. Volda Lawrence, M.P., to seek the leave of
the Speaker to move the following motion:

5. RECOGNISING THE CONTRIBUTION TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF
THE PARLIAMENT AND GUYANA BY FORMER LEADER OF THE
OPPOSITION, MR. ROBERT H.O. CORBIN
Mrs. Volda Lawrence, M.P. to move the following motion:

WHEREAS former Member of Parliament, Mr. Robert H.O. Corbin, who demitted office
as Leader of the Opposition on January 15, 2012 after the just concluded General and Regional
Elections, has formerly announced his retirement from National Electoral politics;

AND WHEREAS Mr. Robert H.O. Corbin, served continuously as a member of this
National Assembly from August 2, 1973 to October 28, 1997 and from April 1, 2001 to January
15, 2012, totalling a period of 35 years 9 months and 26 days;



AND WHEREAS during the above mentioned period, Mr. Robert H.O. Corbin, served
Guyana as Member of Parliament, Parliamentary Secretary, Minister of State, Senior Minister,
Deputy Prime Minister, and on one occasion was sworn in and acting as President of the Co-

operative of Guyana;

AND WHEREAS Mr. Robert H.O. Corbin, also served during the above period as an
Opposition Member of Parliament holding several shadow portfolios and retired as Leader of the
Opposition;

AND WHEREAS Mr. Robert H.O. Corbin, made sterling and exemplary contributions to

the debates, policy decisions and other activities of the Parliament of Guyana;

AND WHEREAS Mr. Robert H.O. Corbin, from his youth, also engaged in active
politics in Guyana for most of his life, holding various offices in his Party, the Peoples National
Congress Reform, including the Office of Leader of that Party;

AND WHEREAS Mr. Robert H.O. Corbin, served Guyana in severa other capacities
before, during and after he was a member of this National Assembly such as Teacher, Public
Officer, member of the Guyana Elections Commission, and Member of the International Board
of the Parliamentary Network of the World Bank and IMF;

AND WHEREAS the members of this National Assembly have agreed that this body
should recognise former Members, who made sterling contributions to the work of this National

Assembly and Guyana, not only after their death but during their lifetime,



BE IT RESOLVED:
That this National Assembly places on record its due recognition of the
contributions and appreciation for the services rendered by Mr. Robert H.O. Corbin to the

National Assembly, the Government and the people of Guyanafor in excess of 35 years;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly conveys to Mr. Robert H.O. Corbin its appreciation
for the services he rendered to the people of Guyana both in and out of the National
Assembly over the last thirty five years.

(Notice Paper No. 81 (M32 Opp20) published on 2012-07-05)

*6. FORMER PRESIDENTS’ PENSIONS AND BENEFITS
Mr. Carl Greenidge, M.P. to move the following motion:

WHEREAS the National Assembly should make appropriate, adequate and reasonable

provision for a President to enjoy a comfortable and dignified retirement;

AND WHEREAS it isin the national interest that such provision be made and be related
to the capacity of Guyanato support it;

AND WHEREAS the provisions of the Former President’s (Benefits and Other Facilities)
Act 2009 has caused concern and resulted in adverse reaction among sections of the citizens of

Guyana, in particular asto the ability of the country to sustain the benefits set out therein,

/...10
*Not to be proceeded with at sitting



10.

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this Nationa Assembly immediately takes steps to have the
aforementioned legislation repealed without prejudice, however, to the payment
of benefits;

BE IT ALSO RESOLVED:

That a Parliamentary Committee be convened to examine the Pensions
(President, Parliamentary and Special Offices) Act, Part 1l Section 4 (Rate of
President and Calculation of Pension 7/8 Ceiling of Pension) and to make

proposals for their revision;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the Special Parliamentary Committee submit as a matter of urgency a
revised superannuation benefit package for those persons to whom the
Parliamentary and Holders of Special Offices Act applies and for those other
categories of employees catered for by other government pensions and

arrangement/plans; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That this revised superannuation package be sent by the Specia
Parliamentary Committee for consideration and approval by the National
Assembly.

(Notice Paper No. 42 (M14 Opp 8) published on 2012-04-05)



11.

*T. STEPS TO BE UNDERTAKEN TO ESTABLISH THE INDEPENDENCE AND
AUTHORITY OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

Mr. Khemrg] Ramjattan, M.P. to move the following motion:

WHEREAS the Needs Assessment of the Guyana National Assembly as contained in the
Report of the Commonwealth Senior Parliamentary Staff Advisor (Sir Michaegl Davies Report) to
the Guyana National Assembly, February, 2005, recommended, inter alia, that

“The National Assembly should be given much greater independence in respect of
its own budget. Systems should be established within the Parliament Office to
undertake the estimating, monitoring, controlling and accounting for the

Assembly’s expenditure; and

The Clerk of the National Assembly should become the employer of all staff of
the Parliament Office. A larger Personnel Office should be established to carry

out these additional responsibilities.”

AND WHEREAS the Guyana Fiduciary Oversight Project Final Framework and
Guidelines Report, Volume 2, has recommended at component 6 of its recommendation that,
‘Parliament should employ its own staff, and the Speaker should appoint the Clerk of the House

after consultation with all parties’;

AND WHEREAS the Government signaled its acceptance of these recommendations in
the 2005 Draft Poverty Reduction Report released on the 21% June, 2005;

AND WHEREAS the basis of these recommendations is the need for Parliament to be
fully independent of the Executive,
/...12
*Not to be proceeded with at sitting



13.

BE IT RESOLVED:

(1) That a Specia Select Committee be appointed to examine these
recommendations with a view to advising the National Assembly on the steps
to be undertaken to establish the independence and authority of the National
Assembly in respect of its own budget; and

(2) That this Special Select Committee examines these recommendations with a
view to advising the Nationa Assembly on the steps to be undertaken to
enable the Clerk to become the employing authority of the staff of the

Parliament Office;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That the Special Select Committee submit its final report one month after
its appointment.
(Notice Paper No. 50 (M 20 Opp 12) published on 2012-04-19)

*8. RESTRICTION ON THE RIGHT TO ASSEMBLE

Mr. Desmond Trotman, M.P. to move the following motion:

WHEREAS there shall be a Parliament of Guyana which shall consist of the President
and the National Assembly;

AND WHEREAS the Parliament of Guyana has determined that the National Assembly
shall hold its sittings at the Public Buildings, Brickdam, Georgetown, Demerara;

*Not to be proceeded with at sitting
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AND WHEREAS the sessions of the National Assembly have aways been accessible to
the public and this right has become established by convention;

AND WHEREAS from the early beginnings of the National Assembly of Guyana there
have been public gatherings outside of the Public Buildings; including demonstrations and
protests;

AND WHEREAS the Constitution of Guyanain Article 147 enshrines the right of every
citizen to enjoy, unhindered, his or her freedom of assemble, association and freedom to
demonstrate peacefully, “that is to say, his or her right to assemble fredly, to demonstrate

peacefully and to associate with other persons...”

AND WHEREAS the Charter of Civil Society for the Caribbean Community states inter
aia, at Article VI:

“The States shall take all appropriate measures to promote and maintain an
effectively functioning representationa system, including the holding of regular
sessions of representatives of the people, and at Article VI

“Every person shall have the right to assemble, demonstrate peacefully and to
draw up and present petitions, subjects to such restrictions as may be imposed by
nationa law in the public interest and which are reasonably justifiable in a free

and democratic society”

AND WHEREAS the Recommended Benchmarks of the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association at 9.1.1 (Values of the Legislature) states that the “Legislature shall be accessible,
and open to citizens and the Media, subject only to demonstrate public safety and work
requirements;

/[...14



14.

AND WHEREAS it is expected that the Guyana Police Force will take steps to ensure the
safety and security of Members of Parliament, the staff of the National assembly, and those who

access the said National Assembly;

BE IT RESOLVED THAT:

1. This National Assembly declares that the right of citizens to assemble and to
demonstrate peacefully should not be hindered by the Guyana Police Force or any
other agency or institution of state;

2. The Guyana Police Force should relocate its barricades so as to allow freedom of

assemble within a closer proximity of the National Assembly, Public Buildings; and

3. The Parliament Office makes arrangements for the broadcast of National Assembly
sittings in the environs of the National Assembly.
(Notice Paper No. 51 (M21 Opp 13) published on 2012-04-23)

*9, OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BILL 2012 - No.
8/2012
Mrs. Volda Lawrence, M.P., to move the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly, in accordance with Standing Order No.
52(1), grant leave for the introduction and first reading of the Office of the Clerk
of the National Assembly Bill 2012 — Bill No. 8/2012 —

*Not to be proceeded with at sitting
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A BILL intituled AN ACT to set out the responsibilities and authority of
the Clerk and Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly of Guyana and to provide
for the establishment and administration of an independent Office of the Clerk of
the National Assembly.

(Notice Paper No. 60 (M30 Opp19) published on 2012-06-15)

If leave is granted, the Clerk shall read aloud thetitle of the Bill.

*10.

SYMPATHY ON THE DEATH OF MR. EVERALL FRANKLIN
Mrs. Deborah Backer, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly to move

the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:
That we the Members of the National Assembly of the Parliament of Guyana—

place on record our shock and profound grief at the loss to the National Assembly
of the Parliament of Guyana, by the tragic death of Mr. Everall Franklin, on 30"
November, 2011,

pay tribute to the committed and meritorious service which he rendered to the
National Assembly from 16" September, 2006 until the dissolution of the Ninth
Parliament on 27" September, 2011,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly directs that an expression of our heartfelt sympathy
be conveyed to his sorrowing widow, children and relatives.

(Notice Paper No. 57 (M27 Opp16) published on 2012-06-14)

*Not to be proceeded with at sitting
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*11. SYMPATHY ONTHE DEATH OF MR. ROBERT WILLIAMS

Mr. Basil Williams, M.P. to move the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly records its deep regret at the death of Mr. Robert
Williams on 30" January, 2012 and pays tribute to his dedicated service as a Member of
Parliament from 1% January, 1981 to 13" November, 1986 and to the people of Guyana;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That the Nationa Assembly directs than an expression of its sympathy be
conveyed to his sorrowing widow, children and relatives.

(Notice Paper No. 58 (M28 Opp1l7) published on 2012-06-14)

*12. SYMPATHY ON THE DEATH OF MRS. SHEILA HOLDER

Mr. Khemrg] Ramjattan, M.P. to move the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:
That we the Members of the National Assembly of the Parliament of Guyana—

place on record our shock and profound grief at the great loss to the National
Assembly of the Parliament of Guyana, by the tragic death of Mrs. Sheila Holder,
on 20" November, 2011;

pay tribute to the committed and exemplary service which she rendered to the
National Assembly from 19" March, 2001 until the dissolution of the Ninth
Parliament on 27" September, 2011,
[...17
*Not to be proceeded with at sitting
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly directs that an expression of our heartfelt sympathy
be conveyed to her sorrowing widower, child and relatives.

(Notice Paper No. 59 (M29 Opp18) published on 2012-06-14)

*13. REPRESENTATION ON SECTORAL COMMITTEES
The Assembly to resume the debate on the following motion after the Standing

Orders Committee has reported thereon:

WHEREAS Standing Order No. 86(1) makes provision for the appointment of the four
(4) Sectoral Committees pursuant to Article 119B of the Constitution as soon as may be after the
beginning of each National Assembly;

AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 86(2) provides that each Sectoral Committee shall
consist of seven (7) members, four (4) representing the Government and three (3) the Opposition,

respectively;

AND WHEREAS in this 10" Parliament, the Opposition is in the majority and the

Government the minority,

AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 86(2) does not represent the new majority reality

in this 10" Parliament;

*Not to be proceeded with at thissitting
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BE IT RESOLVED:

That Standing Order No. 86(2) be amended to read that representation on
the Sectoral Committees should be calculated in accordance with the seat
allocation to the Political Partiesin Parliament; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That the four (4) Sectora Committees not be constituted until and unless
representation thereto is calculated in accordance with the seat alocation to the
Political Parties in the 10" Parliament.
(Notice Paper No. 21 (M4 Opp 1) published on 2012-03-05)
(Referred to Standing Orders Committee on 2012-03-30 in accordance with Standing
Order No0.111(3))

*14. COMPOSITION OF THE PARLIAMENTARY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The Assembly to resume the debate on the following motion after the Standing

Orders Committee has reported thereon:

WHEREAS Standing Order No. 85(1) makes provision for the appointment of a
Parliamentary Management Committee as soon as may be after the beginning of each Nationa

Assembly;

AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 85(2) provides that the Parliamentary
Management Committee shall comprise ten (10) members, five (5) representing the Government
and five (5) representing the Opposition to be nominated by the Committee of Selection, with the
Speaker as the Chair, and if the latter is not a member of the Committee, he or she shall not have
an original or casting vote;

/...19
*Not to be proceeded with at thissitting
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AND WHEREAS the provision of the said Standing Order No. 85(2) could lead to
gridlock and impasse in the work of the Parliamentary Management Committee,

BE IT RESOLVED:
That Standing Order No. 85(2) be amended to provide that the
composition of the Parliamentary Management Committee shall be nine (9)

members; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That representation on the nine (9) member Parliamentary Management
Committee shall be determined in accordance with the seat alocation to the
Political Partiesin the Assembly.

(Notice Paper No. 22 (M5 Opp 2) published on 2012-03-05)

(Referred to Standing Orders Committee on 2012-03-30 in accordance with Standing
Order No0.111(3))

*15. THERIGHT TOVOTE IN PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES

The Assembly to resume the debate on the following motion after the Standing

Orders Committee has reported thereon:

WHEREAS Standing Orders Nos. 80(5), 88(2) and 93(2) provide that unless otherwise
provided for in the Standing Orders any member of the Assembly, whether elected or non-
elected, shall be eligible for membership of any Standing Committee, Select Committee and
Specia Select Committee, respectively, and shall have the right to vote therein,

*Not to be proceeded with at thissitting
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BE IT RESOLVED:
That Standing Orders Nos. 80(5), 88(2) and 93(2) be amended to read that
only an elected member of the Assembly shall have the right to vote in any
Standing Committee, Select Committee and Special Select Committee.
(Notice Paper No. 23 (M6 Opp 3) published on 2012-03-05)
(Referred to Standing Orders Committee on 2012-03-30 in accordance with Standing
Order No0.111(3))

(i) COMMITTEESBUSINESS

S.E.ISAACS
Clerk of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,
Public Buildings,
Brickdam,

Geor getown.

6th July, 2012.



