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PRESENTATION OF PAPERSAND REPORTS-

REPORTSFROM COMMITTEES

ORAL QUESTIONSWITHOUT NOTICE

QUESTIONSON NOTICE-
For Written Replies

1. LEVEL SEVEN STUDENTSPROVIDED WITH TEXTBOOKSIN THE FOUR
‘CORE’ SUBJECTS
Member Asking: Mrs. Cathrine Hughes, M.P.

Minister Answering: TheMinister of Education

Can the Hon. Minister say how many Level Seven students have been provided by the

government with individual textbooks in the four ‘core’ subject areas?

(Notice Paper No. 17 (Q 14 Opp 14) published on 2012-03-05)

2. ACQUIRING LEVEL SEVEN TEXTBOOKS IN THE FOUR ‘CORE’ SUBJECTS

Member Asking: Mrs. Cathrine Hughes, M.P.

Minister Answering: TheMinister of Education

Can the Hon. Minister say how much money was spent during the period January 1, 2007 —

December 31, 2011 on acquiring Level Seven textbooks in the four ‘core’ subject areas?

(Notice Paper No. 18 (Q 15 Opp 15) published on 2012-03-05)



3. 2012BUDGET CUTS

Member Asking: Lieutenant Colonel (Ret’d) Joseph Harmon, M.SM., M.P.

Minister Answering: TheMinister of Finance

Could the Hon. Minister state the name, agency, designation, and salary of persons whose

employment were terminated as a direct consequence of the 2012 Budget cuts?

(Notice Paper No. 63 (Q 33 Opp 33) published on 2012-06-22)

4. CONTRACTSBEING UNDERTAKEN BY B.K. INTERNATIONAL INC.

Member Asking: Lieutenant Colonel (Ret’d) Joseph Harmon, M.S.M ., M .P.
Minister Answering: The Minister of Public Works

Could the Hon. Minister provide this House with contracts that are being undertaken by the
company B.K. International Inc. that are under the supervision of the Ministry of Works, the
completion date of the contracts and the present state of completeness?

(Notice Paper No. 65 (Q 35 Opp 35) published on 2012-06-29)

5. NATIONAL COMMUNICATIONSNETWORK INC.

Member Asking: Lieutenant Colonel (Ret’d) Joseph Harmon, M.SM., M.P.

Minister Answering: The Minister of Finance

Could the Hon. Minister state how much money has been paid by the Government of Guyana to
the Nationa Communications Network Inc. between March 31, 2012 and June 18, 2012, for
advertisements relative to the consequences of cuts in the 2012 National Budget being aired on
NCN Channel 117

(Notice Paper No. 66 (Q 36 Opp 36) published on 2012-06-22)



4.

6. THE IMPENDING BAN ON THE MERCURY TRADE

Member Asking: Dr. Rupert Roopnarine, M.P.

Minister Answering: TheMinister of Natural Resour ces and Environment

Could the Hon. Minister say, given the impending ban on the mercury trade, what transition
program is being put in place to mitigate impacts on the small scale and medium scale miners
who have traditionally utilised mercury as their sole processing option?

(Notice Paper No. 67 (Q 37 Opp 37) published on 2012-06-22)

7. OPTIMAL ALTERNATIVE TO MERCURY AMALGAMATION

Member Asking: Dr. Rupert Roopnarine, M.P.

Minister Answering: TheMinister of Natural Resour ces and Environment

Could the Hon. Minister tell this House what are the environmental and health risks assessments

which have been performed to determine the optimal alternative to mercury amalgamation?

(Notice Paper No. 68 (Q 38 Opp 38) published on 2012-06-22)

8. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY ACT 1996, PART 1V

Member AsKing: Dr. Rupert Roopnarine, M.P.

Minister Answering: TheMinister of Natural Resour ces and Environment

Could the Hon. Minister tell this House since the Environmental Protection Agency Act 1996,
Part iv, mandates that the public shall have 60 days from the publication of notices confirming
the submission of the Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) to submit comments
to the Environmental Protection Agency, why does the EPA take more than six months to
provide responsesto ESIAS?

(Notice Paper No. 69 (Q 39 Opp 39) published on 2012-06-22)
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9. THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT RULESAND PROCEDURES

Member Asking: Dr. Rupert Roopnarine, M.P.

Minister Answering: The Minister of Natural Resour ces and Environment

() Could the Hon. Minister tell this House why does the Environmental Assessment
Board not adhere to the Rules and Procedures as outlined in the document titled

‘Environmental Impact Assessment Rules and Procedures’?

(i)  Who are the members of the Environmental Assessment Board?

(@iii)  Arethere members from States Agencies on the Board?

(iv)  Who are the public representatives on that Board?

(Notice Paper No. 70 (Q 40 Opp 40) published on 2012-06-22)

10. EMISSION ASSOCIATED WITH BOSAI LINDEN OPERATIONS

Member AsKing: Dr. Rupert Roopnarine, M.P.

Minister Answering: The Minister of Natural Resour ces and Environment

Could the Hon. Minister provide to this House the results of environmental and health risks
assessment for the emission associated with Bosal Linden operations?
(Notice Paper No. 71 (Q 41 Opp 41) published on 2012-06-22)

11. WATER CANNON TO BE USED BY THE GUYANA POLICE FORCE

Member Asking: Mr. Winston Fdix, D.S.M., M.P.

Minister Answering: The Minister of Home Affairs

Could the Hon. Minister inform this House:



(d) When was the Water Cannon acquired by the Government of Guyana?

(b) From which country was the Water Cannon sourced?

(c) At what cost was the Water Cannon sourced?

(d) Where is the Water Cannon now |ocated?

(e) Isthe Water Cannon in working order?

(f) Hasthe use of the Water Cannon been factored into the existing protocols relating to the
use of force by the Guyana Police Force?

(g) How many members of the Guyana Police Force have been trained to operate the Water
Cannon?

(h) What are the circumstances under which the Water Cannon would be utilized?

(Notice Paper No. 75 (Q 45 Opp 45) published on 2012-06-29)

12. CONTRACT TO PROVIDE MEDICINESAND PHARMACEUTICAL SUPPLIES

TO THE GOVERNMENT
Member Asking: Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P.
Minister Answering: TheMinister of Finance

The company New Guyana Pharmaceutical Corporation was recently awarded a contract for

$1.3B (Guy) to provide medicines and pharmaceutical supplies to the Government.

Could the Minister identify under which Line Items in the Estimates, Current and/or Capital,
from which this appropriation was disbursed?
(Notice Paper No. 76 (Q 46 Opp 46) published on 2012-06-29)



13.6.5BILLION GUYANA DOLLARSRECEIVED FROM THE EUROPEAN

UNION
Member AsKing: Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P.
Minister Answering: TheMinister of Finance

(i) The European Union recently gave the Government of Guyana $6.5B (Guy). Was the
Minister aware before completion of the 2012 Budget preparations that this sum was
going to be arevenue stream for Guyana for 2012?

(i) If he was so aware, where in the Estimates was this sum provided for as a detail of

Revenue for 20127

(i)  Hasthis sum gone into the Consolidated Fund?

(Notice Paper No. 77 (Q 47 Opp 47) published on 2012-06-29)

14. VACANIESIN THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

Member Asking: MsAmna Ally, M.P., Chief Whip.

Minister Answering: TheMinister of Education

Could the Hon. Minister tell this House:

(1) How many vacancies exist in NCERD?

(i)  How many vacancies exist in Central Ministry, Georgetown?

(@iii)  Could the Hon. Minister further tell this House how soon these vacancies will be

filled?
(Notice Paper No. 78 (Q 48 Opp 48) published on 2012-06-29)



15. OFFICERSIN ACTING POSITIONSIN THE MINISTRY OF EDUCATION

Member Asking: MsAmna Ally, M.P., Chief Whip.

Minister Answering: TheMinister of Education

Could the Hon. Minister tell this House how many officers are now in acting positions in the
Main Office, Policy Unit, Administration, and Training and Development sections in the

Ministry of Education?

(Notice Paper No. 79 (Q 49 Opp 49) published on 2012-06-29)

For Oral Replies

16. THE FAMILY COURT

Member Asking: Mrs. Volda Lawrence, M .P.

Minister Answering: The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

*Could the Honourable Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairstell this House:
@ Whether the building which will house the Family Court is completed?

(b) Whether the necessary furniture and fixtures are in place?

(© Has there been any recruitment of support staff for the court?

(d) How many magistrates have been appointed?

(e What is the date or time-frame set for the beginning of casesto be heard?

(Notice Paper No. 61 (Q 31 Opp 31) published on 2012-06-22)



17. PERSONS REQUESTED TO ATTEND THE FAMILY COURT

Member Asking: Mrs. Volda L awrence, M .P.

Minister Answering: The Minister of Human Services and Social Security

*Could the Honourable Minister of Human Services and Social Security tell this House:

What provisions, if any, are being put in place to assist those persons living outside of
Georgetown who will be requested to attend the Family Court?

(Notice Paper No. 62 (Q 32 Opp 32) published on 2012-06-22)

18. SUPENAAM FERRY STELLING

Member Asking: Mr. Joseph Harmon, M.SM., M.P.

Minister Answering: The Minister of Public Works

*Whereas B.K. International Inc. is the contractor responsible for construction works at the
Supenaam Ferry Stelling, and whereas there has been a delay in the completion of the work at
the Ferry Stelling as publicly expressed by the Honourable Minister of Public Works.

Could the Hon. Minister say what, if any, sanctions have been levied against this contractor?
(Notice Paper No. 64 (Q 34 Opp 34) published on 2012-06-22)

STATEMENTSBY MINISTERS, INCLUDING POLICY STATEMENTS

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS
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REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY ON
DEFINITE MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE-

MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESSOR SITTINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND

MOVED BY A MINISTER-

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

PUBLIC BUSINESS

(i) PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS
MOTIONS
1. SYMPATHY ON THE DEATH OF MR. EVERALL FRANKLIN
Mrs. Deborah Backer, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly to move

the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:
That we the Members of the National Assembly of the Parliament of Guyana —

place on record our shock and profound grief at the loss to the National Assembly
of the Parliament of Guyana, by the tragic death of Mr. Everall Franklin, on 30"
November, 2011,

pay tribute to the committed and meritorious service which he rendered to the
National Assembly from 16" September, 2006 until the dissolution of the Ninth
Parliament on 27" September, 2011,
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly directs that an expression of our heartfelt sympathy
be conveyed to his sorrowing widow, children and relatives.

(Notice Paper No. 57 (M27 Opp1l6) published on 2012-06-14)

2. SYMPATHY ONTHE DEATH OF MR. ROBERT WILLIAMS

Mr. Basil Williams, M.P. to move the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly records its deep regret at the death of Mr. Robert
Williams on 30" January, 2012 and pays tribute to his dedicated service as a Member of
Parliament from 1% January, 1981 to 13" November, 1986 and to the people of Guyana;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That the Nationa Assembly directs than an expression of its sympathy be

conveyed to his sorrowing widow, children and relatives.

(Notice Paper No. 58 (M28 Opp1l7) published on 2012-06-14)

3. SYMPATHY ON THE DEATH OF MRS. SHEILA HOLDER

Mr. Khemrg] Ramjattan, M.P. to move the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:
That we the Members of the National Assembly of the Parliament of Guyana —

place on record our shock and profound grief at the great loss to the National
Assembly of the Parliament of Guyana, by the tragic death of Mrs. Sheila Holder,
on 20" November, 2011;

/...12
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pay tribute to the committed and exemplary service which she rendered to the
National Assembly from 19" March, 2001 until the dissolution of the Ninth
Parliament on 27" September, 2011,

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the National Assembly directs that an expression of our heartfelt sympathy
be conveyed to her sorrowing widower, child and relatives.

(Notice Paper No. 59 (M29 Oppl8) published on 2012-06-14)

*4, FORMER PRESIDENTS’ PENSIONS AND BENEFITS

Mr. Carl Greenidge, M.P. to move the following motion:

WHEREAS the National Assembly should make appropriate, adequate and reasonable
provision for a President to enjoy a comfortable and dignified retirement;

AND WHEREAS it isin the national interest that such provision be made and be related
to the capacity of Guyanato support it;

AND WHEREAS the provisions of the Former President’s (Benefits and Other Facilities)
Act 2009 has caused concern and resulted in adverse reaction among sections of the citizens of

Guyana, in particular asto the ability of the country to sustain the benefits set out therein,

BE IT RESOLVED:
That this National Assembly immediately takes steps to have the
aforementioned legislation repealed without prejudice, however, to the payment

of benefits;
/...13

*Not to be proceeded with at thissitting
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BE IT ALSO RESOLVED:

That a Parliamentary Committee be convened to examine the Pensions
(President, Parliamentary and Special Offices) Act, Part 1l Section 4 (Rate of
President and Calculation of Pension 7/8 Ceiling of Pension) and to make

proposals for their revision;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the Special Parliamentary Committee submit as a matter of urgency a
revised superannuation benefit package for those persons to whom the
Parliamentary and Holders of Special Offices Act applies and for those other
categories of employees catered for by other government pensions and

arrangement/plans; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That this revised superannuation package be sent by the Specia
Parliamentary Committee for consideration and approval by the National
Assembly.

(Notice Paper No. 42 (M14 Opp 8) published on 2012-04-05)

*5,  STEPS TO BE UNDERTAKEN TO ESTABLISH THE INDEPENDENCE AND
AUTHORITY OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
Mr. Khemrg] Ramjattan, M.P. to move the following motion:

WHEREAS the Needs Assessment of the Guyana National Assembly as contained in the
Report of the Commonwealth Senior Parliamentary Staff Advisor (Sir Michael Davies Report) to
the Guyana National Assembly, February, 2005, recommended, inter alia, that

*Not to be proceeded with at thissitting
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“The National Assembly should be given much greater independence in respect of
its own budget. Systems should be established within the Parliament Office to
undertake the estimating, monitoring, controlling and accounting for the

Assembly’s expenditure; and

The Clerk of the National Assembly should become the employer of all staff of
the Parliament Office. A larger Personnel Office should be established to carry

out these additional responsibilities.”

AND WHEREAS the Guyana Fiduciary Oversight Project Final Framework and
Guidelines Report, Volume 2, has recommended at component 6 of its recommendation that,
‘Parliament should employ its own staff, and the Speaker should appoint the Clerk of the House

after consultation with all parties’;

AND WHEREAS the Government signaled its acceptance of these recommendations in
the 2005 Draft Poverty Reduction Report released on the 21% June, 2005;

AND WHEREAS the basis of these recommendations is the need for Parliament to be

fully independent of the Executive,

BE IT RESOLVED:

(1) That a Specia Select Committee be appointed to examine these
recommendations with a view to advising the National Assembly on the steps
to be undertaken to establish the independence and authority of the National
Assembly in respect of its own budget; and



*6.

15.
(2) That this Special Select Committee examines these recommendations with a
view to advising the Nationa Assembly on the steps to be undertaken to
enable the Clerk to become the employing authority of the staff of the

Parliament Office;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That the Special Select Committee submit its final report one month after
its appointment.
(Notice Paper No. 50 (M 20 Opp 12) published on 2012-04-19)

RESTRICTION ON THE RIGHT TO ASSEMBLE

Mr. Desmond Trotman, M.P. to move the following motion:

WHEREAS there shall be a Parliament of Guyana which shall consist of the President

and the National Assembly;

AND WHEREAS the Parliament of Guyana has determined that the National Assembly

shall hold its sittings at the Public Buildings, Brickdam, Georgetown, Demerara;

AND WHEREAS the sessions of the National Assembly have aways been accessible to

the public and this right has become established by convention;

AND WHEREAS from the early beginnings of the National Assembly of Guyana there

have been public gatherings outside of the Public Buildings; including demonstrations and

protests;

*Not to be proceeded with at thissitting
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AND WHEREAS the Constitution of Guyana in Article 147 enshrines the right of every
citizen to enjoy, unhindered, his or her freedom of assemble, association and freedom to
demonstrate peacefully, “that is to say, his or her right to assemble freely, to demonstrate

peacefully and to associate with other persons...”

AND WHEREAS the Charter of Civil Society for the Caribbean Community states inter
aia, at Article VI:

“The States shall take all appropriate measures to promote and maintain an
effectively functioning representationa system, including the holding of regular

sessions of representatives of the people, and at Article VII

“Every person shall have the right to assemble, demonstrate peacefully and to
draw up and present petitions, subjects to such restrictions as may be imposed by
national law in the public interest and which are reasonably justifiable in a free

and democratic society”

AND WHEREAS the Recommended Benchmarks of the Commonwealth Parliamentary
Association at 9.1.1 (Values of the Legislature) states that the “Legislature shall be accessible,
and open to citizens and the Media, subject only to demonstrate public safety and work

requirements;

AND WHEREAS it is expected that the Guyana Police Force will take steps to ensure the
safety and security of Members of Parliament, the staff of the National assembly, and those who
access the said National Assembly;
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BE IT RESOLVED THAT:
1. This National Assembly declares that the right of citizens to assemble and to
demonstrate peacefully should not be hindered by the Guyana Police Force or any

other agency or institution of state;

2. The Guyana Police Force should relocate its barricades so as to allow freedom of

assemble within a closer proximity of the National Assembly, Public Buildings; and

3. The Parliament Office makes arrangements for the broadcast of National Assembly
sittings in the environs of the National Assembly.
(Notice Paper No. 51 (M21 Opp 13) published on 2012-04-23)

*7.  OFFICE OF THE CLERK OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY BILL 2012 - No.
8/2012
Mrs. Volda Lawrence, M.P., to move the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

That this Nationa Assembly, in accordance with Standing Order No.
52(1), grant leave for the introduction and first reading of the Office of the Clerk
of the National Assembly Bill 2012 — Bill No. 8/2012 —

A BILL intituled AN ACT to set out the responsibilities and authority of
the Clerk and Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly of Guyana and to provide
for the establishment and administration of an independent Office of the Clerk of
the National Assembly.

(Notice Paper No. 60 (M30 Opp19) published on 2012-06-15)

If leaveis granted, the Clerk shall read aloud thetitle of the Bill.
*Not to be proceeded with at thissitting



18.

*8. REPRESENTATION ON SECTORAL COMMITTEES

The Assembly to resume the debate on the following motion after the Standing

Orders Committee has reported thereon:

WHEREAS Standing Order No. 86(1) makes provision for the appointment of the four
(4) Sectoral Committees pursuant to Article 119B of the Constitution as soon as may be after the

beginning of each National Assembly;

AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 86(2) provides that each Sectoral Committee shall
consist of seven (7) members, four (4) representing the Government and three (3) the Opposition,
respectively;

AND WHEREAS in this 10" Parliament, the Opposition is in the majority and the

Government the minority,

AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 86(2) does not represent the new majority reality
in this 10" Parliament;

BE IT RESOLVED:

That Standing Order No. 86(2) be amended to read that representation on
the Sectoral Committees should be calculated in accordance with the seat
allocation to the Political Partiesin Parliament; and

*Not to be proceeded with at thissitting
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That the four (4) Sectoral Committees not be constituted until and unless
representation thereto is calculated in accordance with the seat alocation to the
Political Parties in the 10" Parliament.
(Notice Paper No. 21 (M4 Opp 1) published on 2012-03-05)
(Referred to Standing Orders Committee on 2012-03-30 in accordance with Standing
Order No0.111(3))

*9. COMPOSITION OF THE PARLIAMENTARY MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE

The Assembly to resume the debate on the following motion after the Standing

Orders Committee has reported thereon:

WHEREAS Standing Order No. 85(1) makes provision for the appointment of a
Parliamentary Management Committee as soon as may be after the beginning of each National

Assembly;

AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 85(2) provides that the Parliamentary
Management Committee shall comprise ten (10) members, five (5) representing the Government
and five (5) representing the Opposition to be nominated by the Committee of Selection, with the
Speaker as the Chair, and if the latter is not a member of the Committee, he or she shall not have

an original or casting vote,

AND WHEREAS the provision of the said Standing Order No. 85(2) could lead to

gridlock and impasse in the work of the Parliamentary Management Committee,

*Not to be proceeded with at thissitting
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BE IT RESOLVED:
That Standing Order No. 85(2) be amended to provide that the
composition of the Parliamentary Management Committee shall be nine (9)

members; and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That representation on the nine (9) member Parliamentary Management
Committee shall be determined in accordance with the seat alocation to the
Political Partiesin the Assembly.

(Notice Paper No. 22 (M5 Opp 2) published on 2012-03-05)

(Referred to Standing Orders Committee on 2012-03-30 in accordance with Standing
Order No0.111(3))

*10. THERIGHT TOVOTE IN PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES

The Assembly to resume the debate on the following motion after the Standing

Orders Committee has reported thereon:

WHEREAS Standing Orders Nos. 80(5), 88(2) and 93(2) provide that unless otherwise
provided for in the Standing Orders any member of the Assembly, whether elected or non-
elected, shall be eligible for membership of any Standing Committee, Select Committee and
Specia Select Committee, respectively, and shall have the right to vote therein,

BE IT RESOLVED:
That Standing Orders Nos. 80(5), 88(2) and 93(2) be amended to read that

only an elected member of the Assembly shall have the right to vote in any

Standing Committee, Select Committee and Special Select Committee.

(Notice Paper No. 23 (M6 Opp 3) published on 2012-03-05)
(Referred to Standing Orders Committee on 2012-03-30 in accordance with Standing
Order No0.111(3))

*Not to be proceeded with at thissitting
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(i) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS

BILL S - Second Readings

11. OFFICIAL GAZETTE BILL 2012 — Bill No. 9/2012 published on 2012-06-29
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs to move the second reading

of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the publication of the Official

Gazette in printed and electronic form and for connected purposes.

(Read afirst timeon 2012-06-27)

12. DEEDS REGISTRY (AMENDMENT) BILL 2012 — Bill No. 11 of 2012 published on
2012-07-10

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs to move the second reading
of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Deeds Registry Act.
(Read afirst timeon 2012-07-12)

MOTION

13. GUYANA’'S FOLLOW-UPTO COMMITMENTSMADE TO THE UNITED
NATIONSHUMAN RIGHTS COUNCIL WITH REGARD TO HOLDING
CONSULTATIONSON 3SMATTERS(THE ABOLITION OF CORPORAL
PUNISHMENT IN THE SCHOOLS, THE ABOLITION OF THE DEATH
PENALTY AND THE DECRIMINALIZATION OF CONSENSUAL ADULT
SAME SEX RELATIONSAND DISCRIMINATION AGAINST LESBIANS,
GAYS, BI-SEXUAL AND TRANSGENDER PERSONS)

The Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs to move the following motion:
/...22
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WHEREAS Guyana appeared before the United Nations Human Rights Council
(UNHRC) during the first cycle of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) in May, 2010 and again
in September, 2010 where its report was adopted,;

AND WHEREAS on October 18, 2010, the Government of Guyanatabled in this National
Assembly a “Compendium of Documents on Guyana before the First Universal Periodic Review
of the United Nations Human Rights Council, 8" Session May 11, 2010, and the UNHRC 15"

Session, September 23, 20107, the contents of which are referred to in this motion;

AND WHEREAS a the concluson of its review, Guyana received severad
recommendations and committed itself to consult on 3 main matters that may be considered
controversial in Guyanese society, namely the abolition of corporal punishment
(Recommendations 70.36 to 70.41), the abolition of the death penalty (Recommendations 70.23
to 70.35), and the decriminalization of consensual adult same sex relations and discrimination
against Lesbians, Gays, Bi-sexua and Trans-gender persons (Recommendations 70.47 to 70.53),

with aview to garnering public sentiment which may lead to legislative changes;

AND WHEREAS public consultations with target groups and in geographic regions have
commenced on these matters as well as public discussions in the media and amongst civil society

organizations,

AND WHEREAS the Government is of the view that parliamentary consideration of these
three matters would enhance the national examination procedurally by being the subject of a
Specia Select Committee which would organize the nationa consultations in a complimentary

credible way,
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BE IT RESOLVED:
That this National Assembly approves of these matters being submitted to the
House for consideration by a Special Select Committee established for that purpose;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That this Nationa Assembly adopts the following Terms of Reference to guide

the work of this Special Select Committee in the determination of:

i) The attitude of Guyanese, especially parents and children, to corpora punishment

and its possible abolition;

(i)  The attitude of Guyanese, particularly the families of victims, criminologists, and

professionals, on capital punishment and its possible abolition;

(ili)  The attitude of Guyanese of any changes in the legislative provisions and criminal
code regarding consensual adult same sex relationships and discrimination,

perceived or real, against Leshians, Gays, Bi-Sexual and Transgender persons;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That the Parliamentary Special Select Committee presents to this House its work

programme and time frame for adoption and implementation;

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:
That the Parliamentary Special Select Committee advises the National Assembly
of the status of its work programme periodically and reports its findings and

recommendations with regard to any or al of these afore-mentioned matters.

(Notice Paper No. 83 (M34 Govt 13) published on 2012-07-17)
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*14. COMPOSITION OF THE COMMITTEE OF SELECTION
The Prime Minister and Minister of Parliamentary Affairs to move the following motion:

WHEREAS the House selected nine (9) members to the Parliamentary Committee on
Selection of the 10" Parliament on February 10, 2012;

AND WHEREAS the House selected four (4) members for the governing PPP/C, four (4)

members for the opposition APNU and one (1) member for the opposition AFC;

AND WHEREAS the alocation of a nine (9) member Committee of Selection was by
way of an amendment by the combined APNU/AFC opposition to the motion tabled by the
Leader of the House for a ten (10) member Committee with five (5) for PPP/C, four (4) APNU
and one (1) AFC;

AND WHEREAS Standing Order No. 94(1) provides for “each Select Committee being
so constituted to ensure that, as far as possible, the balance of parties in the National Assembly

be reflected in the Committee”;

AND WHEREAS the existing balance of the parties in the 10" Parliament is as follows:

PPP/C: 32 seats
APNU: 26 seats
AFC: 7 seats

AND WHEREAS the balance of the parties in the existing Committee of Selection does
not conform to Standing Order No. 94(1),

BE IT RESOLVED:
That the decision of the House on the composition of the Parliamentary
Committee of Selection be declared inconsistent with Standing Order 94(1);
*Not to be proceeded with at thissitting
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BE IT ALSO RESOLVED:
That the House takes immediate steps to ensure that the composition of the
Parliamentary Committee of Selection is brought into conformity with Standing
Order No. 94(1); and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED:

That the currently constituted Committee of Selection be prevented from
discharging its functions under Standing Order No. 81.
(Notice Paper No. 24 (M7 Govt 4) published on 2012-03-07)

(i) COMMITTEESBUSINESS

MOTION
15. ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE
Lt. Col. (Ret’t) Joseph Harmon, M.S.M., M.P. to move the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:
That the Report of the Standing Orders Committee be adopted.

(Notice Paper No. 82 (M33 Opp21) published on 2012-07-17)

SE.ISAACS
Clerk of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,
Public Buildings,
Brickdam,

Geor getown.

19t July, 2012.






