
ORDER PAPER 

FOR THE 56rn SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST SESSION 

(1998-2000) OF THE SEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA TO BE HELD 

AT 2.00 P.M. 

ON MONDAY, 23RD OCTOBER, 2000 

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS. GEORGETOWN 

BUSINESS FOR SITTING 

PRAYERS 

OATH OF A NEW MEMBER­

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT­

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER­

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS-

( 1) By the Minister of Local Government:

Annual Report of the Ministry ofLocal Government for the year 1999. 

(To be Circulated) 

(2) By the Minister in the Office of the President with responsibility for Finance:

(i) Financial Paper No. 3/2000 - Supplementary Estimates (Current and

Capital) totalling $899,061,230, for the period ended 5th October, 2000 -

Advances made from the Contingencies Fund.

(To be Circulated) 

(ii) Current and Capital totalling $5,160,155,540, for the period

ending 31st December, 2000

(To be Circulated) 

1be Minister to name the day for the consideration of the Financial Papers. 

(iii) The following Loan Agreements:-

Agreements (4) between the International Development Association.and

the Government of Guyana as detailed below:-

(a) Development Credit No 2746-3 GUA dated June 9, 1977 for the
Private Sector Development Adjustment Credit;

(b) Development Credit No. 2746-4 GUA dated December 17, 1997
for the Private Sector Development Adjustment Credit;

(c) Development Credit No. 3139-GUA dated November 12, 1998 for
the El Nino Emergency Assistance Project; and

(d) Development Credit No. 3290-GUA dated November 17, 1999 for
the Financial and Private Sector Institutional Development Project.
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2. 

Agreements (8) between the Inter-American Development Bank and 
the Government of Guyana as detailed below:-

(a) Loan Contract No. 985/SF-GY dated May 16, 1997 for the
Social Impact Amelioration Program (SIMAP)- Stage II;

(b) Loan Contract No. 986/SF-GY dated June 5, 1997 for the
Electricity Sector Program;

(c) Loan Contract No. 999/SF-GY dated March 18, 1998 for the Main
Road Rehabilitation Programme Phase II - Bridge Rehabilitation;

(d) Loan Contract No. 1007/SF-GY dated August 21, 1998 for the
Urban Development Program;

(e) Loan Contract No. 1021/SF-GY dated March 13, 1999 for
the Urban Development Program;

(f) Loan Contract No. 1035/SF-GY dated June 10, 1999 for the
preparation of the Low-income Settlement Program (GY-0057);

(g) Loan Contract No. 1042/SF-GY-1 dated February 4, 2000 for the
Hybrid Program for Air Transport Reform (Policy Component); and

(h) Loan Contract No. 1042/SF-GY-2 dated February 4, 2000
for the Hybrid Program for Air Transport Reform
(Investment/Technical Cooperation Components).

Agreement ( 1) between the Caribbean Development Bank and the 
Government of Guyana as detailed below:-

(a) Loan Contract No. 13/SFR-GU dated September 9, 1988 for the
Poor Rural Communities Support Services Project.

Agreements (2) between the Commodity Credit Corporation, an 
agency of the United States of America and the Government of 
Guyana as detailed below:-

( a) Loan Contract PL 480 FY-1998 dated December 2, 1997 for
the sales of Agricultural Commodities; and

(b) Loan Contract PL 480 FY -1999 dated August 2, 1999 for
the sales of Agricultural Commodities.

Bilateral Agreement on the Rescheduling of Bilateral Debt between the 
Government of the Republic of Trinidad and Tobago and the Government 
of Guyana signed on October 14, 1999 in accordance with the fifth Paris 
Club Agreed Minute of June 25, 1999. 

(To be Circulated) 

(3) By the Chairman of the Public Accounts Committee (Mr. Dunstan Barrow):

Report of the Public Accounts Committee on the Public Accounts of 

Guyana for the years 1995, 1996, 1997 and 1998. 

(To be Circulated) 

/ .. .3 



 

3. 

QUESTIONS TO MINISTERS-

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS-

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS-

REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY 

ON DEFINITE MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE-

MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY 

AND MOVED BY A MINISTER-

Suspension of Standin& Order No. 46(2) and (3) 

The Minister of Agriculture and Parliamentary Affairs to move the following motion: 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That Standing Order No 46(2) and (3) be suspended 

to enable the Assembly to proceed at its sitting on Thursday, 

19th October, 2000, with the second reading and remaining 

stages of the Constitution (Amendment) (No. 3) Bill 2000 -

Bill No. 11 of 2000. 

(Notice Paper No. 89(M48 Govt 43) published 2000-10-13) 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

Presentation and First Readin& 

CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT )(NO. 3) BILL 2000- Bill No. 11/2000 

The Minister of Agriculture and Parliamentary Affairs, on behalf of the Government 

to present the following Bill: 

A BILL Intituled AN ACT to alter the Constitution 

in accordance with articles 66 and 164. 

/ .. .4 



 

4. 

PUBLIC BUSINESS 

MOTION 

1. SYMPATHY ON DEATH OF THE SPEAKER OF THE NATIONAL

ASSEMBLY, THE HON. DEREK C. JAGAN, OR, CCH, SC, JP, MP

The Minister of Agriculture and Parliamentary Affairs to move the following motion: 

BE IT RESOLVED: 

That we the Members of the National Assembly of the 

Parliament of Guyana, at this Sitting of the Assembly held on 

Monday, 23 rd October, 2000-

• place on record our shock and profound grief at the

great loss to the Parliament of Guyana by the sudden

death on Sunday, 15th October, 2000, of the Speaker of

the National Assembly, the Hon. Derek Chunilall Jagan,

OR CCH, SC, JP, MP.

• pay tribute to the long and distinguished service which

he rendered to Guyana and to its Parliament, and

• direct that an expression of our heartfelt sympathy be

conveyed to his sorrowing widow, children and relatives.

(Notice Paper No. 91 (M50 Govt 45) published 2000-10-17) 

BILL - Second Reading, Committee and Third Reading 

2. CONSTITUTION (AMENDMENT)(NO. 3) BILL 2000 - Bill No. 11/2000

The Minister of Agriculture and Parliamentary Af 

fairs to move the second reading 

of the following Bill: 

A BILL intituled AN ACT to alter the Constitution 

in accordance with articles 66 and 164. 
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3. 

5. 

RATIFICATION OF THE INTER-AMERICAN CONVENTION 

AGAINST CORRUl'TI9N 

TI1e Minister of Foreign Affairs to move the following motion: 

WHEREAS the Inter-American Convention against Corruption was signed on March 

29, 1996 al the Specialized Conference 011 the Inter-American Convention against Corrnption 

in Caracas, Venezuela; 

AND WI lEREAS the Convention was signed by the Honourable George Fung-On, 

Minister of the Public Service on behalf of the Government of the Co-operative Republic of 

Guyana; 

AND WHEREAS Article 22 of the said Convention makes provision for the deposit 

or the Instrument of Ratification with the General Secretariat or the Organisation or

American States; 

NOW Tl IEREPORE the Government of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana having 

considered the Convent.ion hereby confirms and ratifies the same and undertakes faithfully 

to perform and carry oul all the stipulations therein, subject to the following Reservation 

herein aflcr expressed, 'The Cooperative Republic of Guyana does not consider ilscl r bouml 

to extend the actions of seizure of forfeiture of property envisaged under Article XV of the 

present Convention, to the exlenl that such actions violate the provisions of Article 142 (I) 

of the Constitution of the Co-operative Republic of Guyana, which prohibits the compulsory 

acquisition of properly without the payment or compensation."; 

OE IT RESOL YEO: 

That the National Assembly agrees to the General Secretariat of the 

· Organisation of American Slates being informed of Guyana's intention to ratify the

said Inter-American Convention against Corruption and fi.Jr Guyana lo formally ratify

the said Convention by the deposit of an Instrument of Ratification.

(Notice Paper No. 82 (M4 I Govt36) pub/is/red 2000-07-27) 
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6. 

4. ll.6.TIFICATLON_Q_F CJlQ:JT)COI,, VIII \VIILCJI AMENDS lJjE TRE.1.\J'Y

ESTAJltJI:iJllliG TU.t: CARIBBEAN C!)l\11\lUNIJY

The Minister of Foreign Affairs lo move lhe following motion: 

\VII EHEAS Protocol Vil! amending lhe Treaty Establishing lhc Caribbean 

Community signed at Chaguarnmas 011 4 July l 973 wa5 signed by Eleven ( 11) I leads or 

Government at lhe Eleventh J11tcr--Scssio1rnl Meeting of the Conference of I leads of 

Government of the Caribbean Community which was held in Saint Kitts and Nevis from 

March 13-14, 2000; 

AND \VllEREAS Protocol Vlll ,vas signed by Ilis Excellency Bhairal .lngdco, 

PrcsiJcnt of Guyana on bdial r or the GovcnmH.'nl or Guyana in Sai11l Kills m1<1 Nevis; 

AND WHEREAS the suid Protocol provides for a Compctilio11 Policy, Consumer 

Proteclion, Dumping and Subsidies for the Community within !he context of the CARJCOf\1 

Single l\forkcl a11d Economy (CSl\,II �)� 

AND WI IEREAS Protoco.1 VJll which amends the Treaty that cslabli:·he<l lhc 

Caribbean 0.,11mmnily aims primm i ly al c11st11-itig "that the benefits expected from the 

establishment of the CARJCOIVI Single Maikd aml Economy (CSME)" arc not f rusl.ralcd by 

anti-compclilivc business conduct; 

AND WI JEREAS G�•.vmm 1 emai11s fornly committed to the piinciplcs of free m1<l fitir 

compclilive trndc within Ille context of the CARICOM Single tvlarkct and Economy; 

DE IT RESOLVED: 

Thal lllc N:,ti(ln;1l t\sscmhly hc1 cby .1g1ccs lo the Sccrctmy Gc11ernl or the 

Cmibbcan (),mmlmily being notiJic<l ufGuyana's i11tc11tio11 lo ratify Protocol VIII by 

depositing the appropriate ht!:'lntm,:-nt or Ratific.:alion. 

(Notice Popa No. 83 (1lf ,fl <im·tJ 7) published }0(1(] 07-2 7) 
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7. 

'5. R_1_\.'.DYICATHJ1�_(}FPllOLQ_COL lX \Vlll(:JI _AMJ�NDS THE.TREATY 
ESTAULISl_llNG TUE CARJOBEANCOMl'JlJNITY 

The Mi11istcr of Ft,rcign Affairs to move the following motion: 

\VI IEREAS Protocol (X amending the Treaty which established the Caribbean 

Community signed Ht Clmguaramas on 4 July 1973 was signed 011 Mmch 14 by Eh::vcn ( 11) 

l leads of Government at the F.lcvcnlh l11tcr-Scssio11al Meeting or lhe Confcrcm:c of I leads 

or Govcmmcnl of tl1c Cmibbcan Cuinmunity held in Saint Kills a11d Nevis from f\.farch 13-

H, 2000; 

AND WI IERE/\S P1otocol IX ''Disputes Sctllemcnl" was signed by lfis Excellency 

Blmrral Jagdco, Prcsidr11l of Gt1ya11a Oil bchalf lifthc Government of Guyana in Sni11t Kitts 

a11d Nevis; 

ANO \VJ IEREAS fhc said Protocol IX has as its primary objective the promotion uf 

"peaceful expeditious nm! cfTcclhc sclllcmcnl of dhrutcs in the Community and, in 

pat tieulnr, in !he CARICOf\l Single Market and Economy (CSME) by recourse lo the 

i11tcrnalionally ncccptcd mmks or di:,putcs settlement; 

AND \VI lEREAS the riaid l'roloco! allows for the creation of the Caribbc:m Cowl of 

Justice; 

AND \VI lEREAS G1.1ya11a strongly endorses the view that n !nmsparc11l and 

authoritative system or dispute:, scttk111c11t ,vithi11 CARICOiv1 will ultimntdy c11ha11cc the 

"cconomic", social and oilier forms of aclivily in the CARICOl'vl Single f\la1 kct a11d 

Economy (CSI\IF) thereby CP.':\ting a stable clinrntc for investment; 

UE IT RESOLVED: 

Thal the Nntiow,I Assembly hcrd,y agrees to the Sccn::tm y General of the 

Cmibbcan Comnmni!y being advbcd of Guyam1's inlc11tio11 tu ratify l'rntocol IX 1,y 

(kpositing the apprnp1 i;1tc J11st1 u111e11t or l{atiticrition. 

(Notice /'"per J\'o. tU (ii/13 Gm·tJlf) publi:.f,cd :?WH!(}J.-27) 
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8. 

6. llA11E.lCATI!JruJJ�:_UJE _ _co�U'l�Ell.ENSIVJ&J'tUllE.l\.l!
JFJiT-MNTUEAt \'

The Minister of Forcien Affairs lo move the fullowing motion:

\VUEREAS the Co111p1 chcnsivc Nuclear Test-Ban Treaty (CTUT) was adopted 

by the Unilcd Notions Gcncrnl Assembly on Scptcuibcr I 0, 1996 alld opened for 

signature iu New Y otk, United Stales of America on September 2,i, 199(,; 

AND WHEREAS Cabinet recently approved of Guyana signing the Treaty anJ 

Lhe sniJ Treaty will be signed by I lonourable Clement J. Rohce, Minister of Foreign 

Affairs, on behalf of the Government of Guyana during the 55•h United Nations 

General Assembly in September 2000; 

AND ,vnERE.AS the said Treaty prnvilles fur, inter alia, the cessation of the 

arms race, nuclear disarmament and complete disarmament uudcr sh ict and effective 

control· 
'

AND \VIIEREAS the Govemmcnl of Guyana sup pot ts the i11tcrnational effort 

to hall the E11thcr testing of nuclear wcnpons and other nuclear explosions leading lo 

the eventual elimination of the war wcnpons of mass destrnctiun. The practice of 

tc;,li11g nuclear weapons not only th1calc11s international peace and security, but. also 

tlircalcns the existence of mankinJ, health and the cnvirnmncnt; 

That the l'-latirnrnl Assembly hc1cby agrees to the Secretary General of 

lhc United Nations bci11g infrnmcd of Guyana's i1tte1tlion lo rnlify the 

Cumprchensive Nncknr Test Ban ·rrcc1ty and for Gt,y,nw to formally r atify the 

said Treaty by the drposil of an appropriate lnstnnncnt of Ratification. 
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9. 

··7. END_QltSEf\1ENT Olf TUEPt\HTNEHSHIP AJ;_JH�El'rtKNI_BETW�EN
TUF�FRICAN,._ CARUHlEAl�LAND P AC1FIJ: STA'IJ�s_ANU �UlE_ 
EURO.r.MN COl\'ll\lllJ�[rY AND .ITS I\H�MUEll �if A 1�S 

The Minister of Foreign Affairs to move the motion at Appendix l allachcd. 

*8. VENEZUELA 18 CLAHtU'O_Jllli:.:_[_EJlRITOltY OF ESSEQ!lJBQ 

The �1inislcr of Foreign Alfoirs lo move the fi.,llowing 11101 ion: 

WHEREAS on February 2, 1987, the governments ofBrilain and 

Vcnczucln signed a treaty in Wnshington. in which they agreed lo establish an Arbitrnl Tribmml for 

the purpose of determining the boun<lnry between the former Colony of British Guiarn.1, now the Co­

operative Republic of Guyana and the United Stales of Venezuela; 

AND WHEREAS C'll October 3, 1899, the /\rbitrnl Tribu11al hamlcd <lown a unanimous 

decision which in accordance with Article XIII of tl1c uhovcmentio11c<l 1897 Treaty of Washington. 

the contcmliug parties acceplcd as being n full, perfect and final scllkment of all the questions 

referred lo the Arbitrators; 

AND WHEREAS the boundary. which was demarcated in nccordauce with the Arbitrnl 

Award and the report of the findings of a Vcnczm:lan/British tvlixcd Boundary Commis�;ion bctwn:n 

the ycc1Js 1901 ru1d 1905, had been accepted aud rccogni:,cd hy both sides as wdl as the i.ntcrnntional 

conummity for six decades follO\ving the demarcation, and is still su accepted and respected by 

Guyana and the international cl1111nnmily; 

AND WlmREAS fiom 1962, mid i11 hrcach of the Treaty of Wa�hington, the untenahle 

co11tenlio11 by successive Vencwelan Govcrnnv.::nts that the /\rbitrnl Award is null and void, had been 

accon,panicd by nwncrous allcrnpls tu dc11y Guy:ma the right to <lcvdop its territory within secure 

boundaries free from threats and other li::mus of intimidation; 

AND WHEREAS the aforesaid ads conslilttlc a real and continuing threat to the sovereignty 

and tcnitorial integrity of Guymw: 

/ ... 10 
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10. 

AND WJIEREAS Guyana became a party to Lhe Geneva Agreement of 1966 hetwcc11 

Venezuclil and Lhe U11itcd Kingdom which cslahlishcd a Uuynna/Vrnczucla f\,tixcd Commission 

charged with "lhc task of seeking sat is factory solt1lio11s for the prncl ical settlement o flhc controversy 

lx:Lween Venezuela and lhc Unilcd Kingdom which has arisen as a result of the Vcnez11cla11 

contention that Lhe Arhitral Award about the lionriers betwce11 U1ilish Guinna am.I Venezuela is null 

nnd void" and that the Good OHiccrs of the United Nations Secretary General has been sought tu 

fodlilalc this process within the context of Artick IV (2) of the Geneva Agreement; 

AND WI IEREAS Oclvl�r 3, 1999 11101 kcd I 00 years since the 

international Arbilral Award was handed do\vn; 

BE IT RESOLVEU: 

Thnl this Nnlionat Asscml,ly: 

(i) anirm its continuing 1csulvc to be in rcjccli11g Vcnczuda's

daim aut.1 to maintaiH lhc existing i11tcmatio11ally rccognisetl

bottler l>1..:lwcc11 Guyana and Venezuela;

(ii) condemn any and all acts or nggrcssion against Guya11a;

(iii) reaffirm the conlinucu connnilmcnl of Guyana Lo the

Good O[
l

iccs process of the United Nations Secretary Gc11cial; 

(iv) diJ eel lhc Governmc11l of Guyana, to pursue a co11linuo11s

and coordi11atcd programme of diplomatic ,md other initiatives

lo sccrn-c the lcn itol inf integrity of Guymia and its rights Lo

develop its tcnilnry, within the centcxt of good Jlcighbourlincss,

free from tlncals aml i11timidalio11;

( v) fm lhcr di1 cd the Government of Gnyaua tu take whatever

measures arc ncccssnry to 11mi11lai11 the continued involve111c11t

ant.I suppo1 l of nll parliamentary and other political p:11 tics,

social put lncrs and other socio-economic groupings throughout

the length and h•:adth of (h1ya11a in thdr national rcjcclit1n of

Vcncwc.:b's clnirn fo Guynna tcnilory.

(Notice !'riper N1.1. 71 {f\..lJO Uovl 26) publd1cd 6.12.99)
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11. 

lJILLS - Secom.I Reau in�,_ Commitkc :mu Third llc,ulin1' 

HJ. SlJMMARY JURISDICTION f..k.A Y _MAGISTRATES) IJ ILL 1999 - Bill No. 5/1999 

m.11J1ish�c.J 6.2.99

The Assembly to proceed upon the fi.u thcr stag�s of the following Dill, aller the 

Select Committee has 1qmrtcd thereon: 

A DILL intitulcd AN /\CT for the constitution of 

lay 11mgist1 !cs' courts; for the .:ippointmcnt of 

lay 1rn1gi;,lralcs; fo1 the regulation of their 

juri$dic.:.tion, practice and procedure and for 

other like purposes. 

(Read a li1sl time 011 3.2.9�l) 

(Read :i second lime and committed to a Select Commillcc 011 18.J.99) 

*IO. TECHNlCAL AND VOCATIONAL lCDUCATlON ANI> TRAINING nJLL 1999 -

Hill Nu. 3/1999 m1L,lifihcd_23.l.9'.J 

'I he Minister of Education to move Lhc sccoml reading of the following Bill: 

l'ARLIAr1lENT OFFICF., 

Pnulic Buildings, 

Gcorgclown 

16'" Odobcr, 200 

A BILL i11Litukd AN ACT to provide fbr the 

promonon ol lcdmical and vocational 

education and training, and for purpo;;cs 

connected lhcrcwilll. 

(Read a first lime on 1.L.99) 

F. 1\. NAHAIN

* Not to be proceeded with al this silling



APPENDIX I 

MOTION 

ENDORSEMENT OF THE PARTNERSHIP AGREEMENT BETWEEN 

THE AFRICAN, CARIBBEAN AND PACIFIC STATES AND THE 

EUROPEAN COMMUNITY AND ITS MEMBER ST ATES 

Motion to be moved by the Minister of Foreign Affairs: 

WHEREAS the Government of Guyana became a State Party to the C:ieorgetuv,;n 

Agreement, which on June 6, 1975 established the Group of African, Caribbean 

Pacific States that is referred to as the ACP Group; and 

WHEREAS Guyana, as a member of the ACP Group, has been a signatory to 

beneficiary of the various Trade and Aid Cooperation Agreements known as 

Conventions negotiated between the ACP Group and European Corrununity (EC) srncc 

1975, with the Fourth Lome Convention, known as LOME IV, concluded for a period of 

ten years from March 1, 1999 to February 29, 2000; and 

WHEREAS this National Assembly of the Parliament of Guyana considered a Motion 

by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, vide Notice Paper No. 66 (M25 Govt 21 ), Published 

July 22, 1999 and entitled "The ACP-EU Negotiations on a Post-Lome IV Agreement" 

a11d endorsed the preparations of the ACP Group for the ACP-EU Negotiations for a 

Lome TV Agreement; and 

WHERE.AS the final negotiations between the ACP and the European Union l; l f(1: d 

post Lome rv Agreement was held in Brussels on February l -3, 2000 with succcss\lr 

arrangement to be entitled the "Partnership Agreement 13etwe::::n the /\ n 

and Pacific States and the European Community and its Member States" 

ACP-E\. J Partnership Agreement); and 
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\VHEREAS the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement was signed in Cotonou, Benin on June 

23,2000;and 

WHEREAS the key elements of the ACP-EU Partnership Agreement are indicated 

hereunder: 

(a) New Trading Arrangements:

L In order to facilitate a transition to new WTO-cornpatible tradmg 

arrangements, the non-reciprocal trade preferences appiied under 

Lome IV will be maintained during a preparatory period (2000 -

2007) in keeping with the Trade Regime which appears as Annex 

V to the main text of the Partnership Agreement and entitled 

"Trnde Regime applicable during the Preparatory Period 

referred to in Article 36 (1)." 

tt. (Regional) Economic partnership agreements shall be negotiated 

during the preparatory period which shall end by December 2007. 

Fonnal negotiations of the new trading arrangements sltall start in 

September 2002 and the new arrru1gements shall enter into force 

on January l, 2008. The preparatory period shall also be used for 

capacity-building in the ACP public and private sectors, including 

measures to enhance competitiveness, for strengthening regional 

organizations and for support to regional trade integration 

l ! l. 

initiatives, \vherc arimlpriatc with assistance to t:1·, 

adjustmc!ll and fiscal reform, as \,ell as for inl.tasi,u(.turc 

upgrading and de\·elopmcnts, and for investment prumotw11 

Cini com 's Strategy: The Caribb...:an l\cginnal N 

1\,fach111cry (CRNM) has undcrtakt:r, a study of trade 

which the rc�:iun could crnh1dc:r for an ccn1w1111c' 

ialt

'" 

ll; 

agreement with the EU. The study will cx:1minc ;1 sur �l'.11cr:< 



(b) 

3 APPENDLX I 

model - a combination of reciprocal and non-reciprocal 

instruments - which will meet the criteria of phased reciprocity 

and WTO-compatibility at the same time. This study is expected 

to be available in June/July 2000, for examination by regional 

officials and experts shortly thereafter. The Caribbean \ViU consult 

and collaborate closely with the other ACP groups in Africa and 

the Pacific which are taking similar approaches. 

Development Financing: 

1. The financial resources provided for in the agreemenl will l () 

a wide number of areas such as debt and strnctural adjustment

support, support in cases of short-term fluctuations in export

earnings, support for sectoral policies, micro-projects and

decentralised cooperation, humanitarian and emergency assistance

and investment and private sector development support.

11. A financial envelope of 15.2 billion Euros have been earmarked.

Of this amount the European Investment Bank (EIB) w1!l receive

an allocation of 1.7 billion Euros which will be supplemented by

its own resources for on-lending to ACP enterprises. Additionally.

approximately 9 billion Euros of uneommit1ed European

Development Funds (EDF) will be transferred to the 9:t: EDF.

These combined sums will cover the preparatory pcrincl frnni "")

- 2007. The EU has underlined its determination to quich:rn 11\c

pace of disbursement through its new programming This 1,(n1ld

rnalerially enhance ACP benefits.

1:: Investment Facility: One of the more innov;.ilJ\'C 111t:i.:hani,n,'.; ·:1 

the new Partnership Agreement is the Investment l·;1cilit, I he 

Faciiity will be managed by the EIB and available to /\CP pr11c11t.: 

sector entities. including 'commercially run public scct(l, L:1"Jl1h> 
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including revenue generating economic and teclrnological 

infrastructure critical for the private sector.' 2.2 billion Euros is 

reserved for this facility at an interest rate subsidy (to ACP 

beneficiaries) not exceeding 3%. 

1v. With respect to the rice and rum sectors \vhich are of major 

interest to Guyana (and in which Guyana is a leading ACP 

exporter) the agreement sets out substru1tial sector-specific 

development programmes, which will be financed by the EU with 

funds including unallocated resources from the European 

Development Fund (EDF). In the case of each sector (rice and 

rum) the financial resources available would approximate ECU 

100 million. The Programme for rice will include: 

Improvement of conditions of production and enhancement of 

quality through action in the areas of research, harvesting and 

handling; 

Transport and storage; 

Enhancing the competitiveness of existing rice exporters; 

Assisting ACP rice producers to meet environmental and waste 

management standards and other norms in the international 

markets, including the EU; 

Marketing and trade promotion; 

Programmes designed to develop value-added by-products 

The programme for rum will include the folluwrn.f:! 111e�i:;urc., 

- Enhancing the competitiveness of exisLing L':-:rorkrs Di' rum

Assist in crcalion of rum marques or brands by .,\('I > rcgio1, ,n

country;

- Enabling marketing campaigns to be designed and 1,npiemcntcd:

Assist ACP rum producers lo meet environmrntal ;md \\i!Slc

management standards and other norms in tk· i;1:�·i;lci'.:unai
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markets including the EU; 

- Assist the ACP rum industry to move out of bulk

commodity production into higher value branded rwn products.

The two sides also agreed to establish separate joint Working 

Parties which will meet regularly to examine developments in the

ACP rice and rum industries including market access conditions 

the EU. This leaves open the possibility for addressing improved 

market access. 

v. Cari com 's Strategy: The Regional Negotiating Machinery

requested the EC to provide technical assistance to the region's

National Authorising Officers (NAO) to understand the compcndi�i

to the Agreement as well as the procedures for accessing the new

facilities.

vt. The existing arrangements for trading sugar into Europe remain 

unchanged. TI1e Sugar Protocol, which gives a guaranteed price 

related to EU internal prices for an indefinite duration, will be 

annexed to the new Partnership Agreement exactly as it stands in 

the old Lome Agreement. In Article 13 of Chapter 2 of the "Trade 

Regime Applicable during the Preparatory Pe1iod" the fol 

'Special Undertaking on Sugar' is stated as follovvs 

''ln accordance with Article 25 of the ACP-EEC Conv('ntion of 

Lorne signed on 28 February [975 and with Prntocol 3 anrtl'X('d 

thereto, the Community has under-taken for an indcfinit(' 

period, notwithstanding the other prn\'isions of thi, Annex, in 

purchase and import, flt guaranteed prices, specific quantities 

of cane sugar, raw or white, which originates in the ACP States 

producing and exporting cane sugar and which tho'.:-(' States 

have 1111dertakc11 to deliver to it. .. Thc conditions for the 
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implementation of the aforementioned Article 25 have been 

laid down by Protocol 3 referred to in paragraph 1. The text of 

the Protocol is attached to this Annex as Protocol 3." 

(c) The duration of the new trading arrangements after the

preparatory period will be 20 years.

WHEREAS in an overall sense, the agreed package represents a successful outcome for 

the ACP as a whole and particularly so for the Caribbean's leadership and input in the 

ACP's strategy throughout the negotiations. For example: 

(i) The EU retreated from its hardline position that the ACP must choose the

alternative trade model and identify san1e in the Framework Agreement

itself

(ii) The European Commission (EC) withdrew its insistence that in the

preparatory ( or transition) period the A CP should only consider REP As

and no other alternative trade option. The ACP countries have maintained

their right to consider other options - including a non-reciprocal model

based on phased liberalization (consistent with WTO conditions).

(iii) The ACP secured a preliminary period of 2 1/i years (to September 2002)

before formal negotiations begin on the post�2007 trade regime. The EU

wanted to start in 2000.

(iv) The non-inclusion of good governance as an 'essential clement' wbicb

would have attracted sanctions or suspension of benefits at the

detem1ination of the EU. The two sides agreed to mcludc the tssue of

good governance as a 'fundamental element' which would trigger

sanctions only in cases of co1Tuption including 'acts c1f br1 ry kaJ t(]

comiption' The Caribbean. ncverthe!css. \Vcls not m:i:11

El.' in this regard.

( v) A joint ACP-EU Ministerial rnonit,)ring mechanism will

oversee the 8-year preparatory period to build ACP capacily

and protect ACP development interests.
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WHEREAS nevertheless, while the agreement reached in Bmssels delivered most that 

the ACP sought, substantially less was achieved in the important areas of market access 

and transitional periods. 

• In the area of market access the EU refused to grant improved preferential

market access to ACP exports during the transition period from 2000 - 2007

The EU's initial position was that the commodity protocols, for example, were

quickly becoming inconsistent with the trend of WTO-compatibility and,

therefore. need to be revised. The EU's concern in the matter, however.

boiled down to its desire to protect its owi1 agriculture sector in the specific

areas.

• The issue of transition period is two-fold. First, the transition period before

the successor arrangement is implemented. The proposed minimum l O - year

period which \.vas sought by the ACP (from 2000-2009) to make the

necessary adjustments was derived from consultations with the various ACP

private sectors. The agreed 8 year transition (from 2000-2007) represents

both a loss and gain for the ACP. A loss in the sense that it is less than the

evaluated minimum ten years needed by the ACP's private sectors to adjust to

a more competitive environment, and a gain of three years more than the five

years which the EU had misrepresented throughout that was the maximum

allowable by the WTO. Second, the transition of the successor agreement

into a fully reciprocal or free trade arrangement The ACP had sought JO

years (rnorc realistically 25 years, bearing 111 mind other negotiations in the

\VTO and Fl /\.I\) The El J agreed to (lnly 20 years.

WHEREAS the . .\1..·1 i 's Ncgntialing Strategy held l()gcthcr on the pni1L:1pk .\lT 

iciarity wlllch was artiL·ulalcd hy the Caribbean Group. The Caribbean':; p1cpr:r�1urh 

!'or the negotiations w,1s strcngthc·11ed ,.vitli the establishment of the Rcg1,H1:il :\ ill�: 

\.1achincry (RN iv!) 111 1\pril l ()()7 l'.aricorn Heads or Ciovcrnmcnt Tins :lilt med till' 

Caribbean to i,lay a kad rok in the shaping ul' the ;\( 'P's 11egoti.1ting Str:1tcµ,· and 
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Mandate. The Caribbean was also entrusted by ACP Heads of Government to lead the 

negotiations in the critical trade area .. 

WHEREAS in the development of the Caribbean's Strategy Guyana WRS given 

Ministerial responsibility in the commodity protocols of vital interest to the Caribbean 

mainly rice and rum. The Banana Protocol was already the subject of discussion 111 

relation to the WTO ruling on the EU Banana import regime. Sugar is of a separate 

regime and was not to be part of the negotiations. The Caribbean insisted on this aspect 

in relation to sugar as the initial indications from the EU suggested otherwise. The 

Guyana Rice Development Board (GRDB) together with the Caribbean Rice Association 

(CRA) developed the ACP's proposal on rice and the local industry was vigil,rnt tn 1ts 

representation in Brussels throughout the negotiations. In the case of rw11, the Dcmerarn 

Distillers Limited p layed a leading role in the West [ndies Rum and Spirits Producers 

Association (WIRSPA) which developed the ACP's rum proposal. DDL 1 

Guyana's only and one of the ACP's largest exporters of bulk rum to the European union 

(EU). GUYSUCO, the largest ACP Caribbean producer and exporter of sugar to the LU 

maintained oversight on the sugar matter. 

WHEREAS Guyana's preparation for and participation m the negotiations was 

coordinated by the National Advisory Committee on External Negotiations (NACEN), 

under the Chaim1anship of the Minister of Foreign Affairs. 

WHEREAS {he conclusion of the ACP-EU Partnership Agrecrnc:nt represents first 

phase in the ACP-EU post-f,omc lV negotiations ··· the roll-over ot' cuncnt l,omc 

preferences until 2007 and the ugrccd lra111C\\11rk AgrC(;l11\.'ll 1
• I pc,�: 1.-.·ui:1. 

1p Arrangements lliL· second phasL·, \\.focll ,vill c'\lr<:n;cl; cr1,1c;1: :,,

Guyana and the Caribhean Community. will Ix· 1he negotiatiom, lrnm 7_ dun:1. 

the trdn'.>itio1: c)r preparatory jH.:l'HXl. !,,r 1 • sucCL'SS\lr ,uck ;ur.1; 

I mpkmcnted 111 .2008 
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NOW THEREFORE be it resolved that this National Assembly of the Parliament of 
'• 

Guyana endorses the "Partnership Agreement Between the African, Caribbean and 

Pacific States and the European Community and its Member States." 

(Notice Paper No. 86 (M45 Govt40) published 2000-07-27) 



l'JATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

SUPPLEMENTARY ORDER PAPER 

FOR THE 56™ SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST SESSIQ� 

(1998-2000) OF THE SEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA TO BE HELD 

AT 2.00 P.M. 

ON MONDAY, 23RD OCTOBER, 2000 

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, GEORGETOWN 

SUPPLEMENT ARY BUSINESS FOR SITTING 

j{LECTION OF SPEAKER 

(This item will be taken immediately after Prayers). 

PARLIAMENT OFFICE, 
Public Buildings, 
(}eorgetown. 

23 rct October, 2000 

F.A NARAIN
Clerk of the National Assembly 




