NATIONAL ASSEMBLY

ORDER PAPER

FOR THE 62ND SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST SESSION 

(2015-2017) OF THE ELEVENTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA TO BE HELD

AT 2.00 P.M.

ON THURSDAY, 9TH MARCH, 2017,
IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, PUBLIC BUILDINGS, 

BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN

---------------------------------------- 

BUSINESS FOR SITTING

PRAYERS

OATH OF A NEW MEMBER-

MESSAGES FROM THE PRESIDENT-

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

PRESENTATION OF PETITIONS-

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

By the Minister of Finance:


Annual Report of the National Insurance Scheme for the year 2014.








(To be Circulated)
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2.

REPORTS FROM COMMITTEES-

By Dr. Vindhya V. Persaud, M.S., M.P. (Chairperson of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services):

(i) 
First Special Report of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services  - Visits to the Amerindian Hostel, the East La Penitence Female Lock-ups, the Sophia Children Care Centre and the Juvenile Holding Centre on 13th June, 2014. 









(To be Circulated)

(ii) 
Second Special Report of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services - Visits to the Regional Hospital, the National Insurance Scheme and the Police Station in Mabaruma – Region 1 on 11th and 12th July, 2014.








(To be Circulated)
ORAL QUESTIONS WITHOUT NOTICE-
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE-
STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS, INCLUDING POLICY STATEMENTS-

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS-


REQUESTS FOR LEAVE TO MOVE THE ADJOURNMENT OF THE ASSEMBLY ON DEFINITE MATTERS OF URGENT PUBLIC IMPORTANCE-


MOTIONS RELATING TO THE BUSINESS OR SITTINGS OF THE ASSEMBLY AND   MOVED BY A MINISTER-

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS-
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3.

PUBLIC BUSINESS
-

(i) GOVERNMENT BUSINESS









BILLS – Second Readings
1. PRIME MINISTER HAMILTON GREEN PENSION BILL – Bill No. 23/2016 published on 2016-11-08

The Minister of Finance to move the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide a pension, benefits and other facilities to Hamilton Green, Prime Minister from 1985 to 1992, to enable him to live in keeping with the high office he occupied.

(Read a first time on 2016-11-21)

2. CIVIL AVIATION BILL 2017 – Bill No. 1/2017 published on 2017-01-16

The Minister of Public Infrastructure to move the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to establish the Guyana Civil Aviation Authority, to make provisions to enable effect to be given to the Chicago Convention and the Agreement establishing the Caribbean Aviation Safety and Security Oversight System, to provide for offences relating to the safety and security of passengers, aircraft and airports, for the regulation, control and orderly development of civil aviation in Guyana and for related matters.



(Read a first time on 2017-01-30)
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4.
3. STATE ASSETS RECOVERY BILL 2017 – Bill No. 2/2017 published on 
2017-01-24
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs to move the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to establish a State Assets Recovery Agency in consonance with the United Nations Convention Against Corruption 2003 headed by a Director who shall be a corporation sole to recover through civil proceedings State property unlawfully acquired by a public official or any other person, to provide for investigations leading to the granting by the High Court of Restraint and Civil Recovery Orders in respect of unlawfully acquired property, to engage in international cooperation in the recovery of stolen assets of States within the contemplation of the Act, and for related matters. 





(Read a first time on 2017-01-30)

4. DEEDS AND COMMERCIAL REGISTRIES AUTHORITY (AMENDMENT) BILL 2017 – Bill No. 3/2017 published on 2017-01-24
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs to move the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Deeds and Commercial Registries Authority Act.





(Read a first time on 2017-01-30)
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5.

BILL- Committee, Second and Third Readings

*5. 
CYBERCRIME BILL 2016 – Bill No. 17/2016 published on 2016-08-04


The Assembly to proceed upon the further stages of the following Bill, after the Special Select Committee has reported thereon:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to combat cybercrime by creating offences of cybercrime; to provide for penalties, investigation and prosecution of the offences and related matters.


(Read a first time and committed to a Special Select Committee on 2016-08-04)

BILLS- Committee, Report and Third Readings
*6. 
ANIMAL WELFARE BILL 2016 – Bill No. 21/2016 published on 2016-11-02
The Assembly to proceed upon the further stages of the following Bill, after the Special Select Committee has reported thereon:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to deal with the welfare of animals; to provide for their protection and health; and connected matters.

(Read a first time on 2016-11-04)


(Read a second time and committed to a Special Select Committee on 2017-02-09)

*7. 
FOOD SAFETY BILL 2016 – Bill No. 22/2016 published on 2016-11-02
The Assembly to proceed upon the further stages of the following Bill, after the Special Select Committee has reported thereon:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to prevent the spread of food borne diseases through the control of the production, preparation, handling, storage and the transportation of food and provide for connected matters.

(Read a first time on 2016-11-04)

         (Read a second time and committed to a Special Select Committee on 2017-02-09)




*Not to be proceeded with at this Sitting

6.
(ii) PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BUSINESS

MOTIONS

1. INCREASES IN LAND RENT AND OTHER CHARGES TO FARMERS IN THE MAHAICA, MAHAICONY, ABARY AGRICULTURE AUTHORITY (MMA/ADA)
Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. to move the following motion:


WHEREAS Guyana’s economy is in no insignificant way based on the contributions of the agricultural sector which sustains the entire Guyanese population and provides economic activities and jobs for thousands of households and communities;


AND WHEREAS the Government has recently unilaterally imposed increases in land rent and other charges to farmers in the Mahaica, Mahaicony, Abary Agriculture Authority (MMA/ADA);


AND WHEREAS the increase in some of these charges is in excess of 600%;

AND WHEREAS the rice farmers and the rice industry, in particular, which have been under severe duress over the past year, will be additionally hit with the imposition of these increased fees;


AND WHEREAS rice farmers in the MMA/ADA will now have to pay $15,000 per acre, an increase from $3,500 in 2016 for land rent, and, drainage and irrigation charges;


BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly calls on the Government to immediately reverse these new increases of fees for land, drainage and other services for the MMA farmers in the best interest of the nation.

(Notice Paper No. 84 (M 68   Opp. 14) published on 2017-01-18)







7.

*2. 
PARKING METER PROJECT FOR THE CITY OF GEORGETOWN
Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P., to move the following motion:

WHEREAS the Georgetown Mayor and City Council, represented by the Mayor and 

Town Clerk, have entered into a contractual arrangement with a company (Smart City Solutions) for the installation of Parking Meters in our Capital City, Georgetown;


AND WHEREAS the Mayor and City Council has held no public consultations with national stakeholders nor the citizens of the city;


AND WHEREAS the citizens of Georgetown and those who drive into, and, must traverse through the Capital to reach other areas of the country, have appealed to the Mayor and City Council to abandon this parking meter project because of the financial hardships it will inflict upon the people;


AND WHEREAS the Government of Guyana, through the Ministry of Finance, the Ministry of Communities and the Ministry of Legal Affairs, has reviewed the parking meter contract and have found that the contract may have violated tender procedures; that the contract is too much in favour of the parking meter party and that the cost is burdensome;

AND WHEREAS the Mayor and some councillors in the face of the public opposition to this have been adamant that the project will proceed;


AND WHEREAS the company contracted to implement the project has been proceeding full steam ahead with its implementation plan, with aggressive promotion, importation of equipment and the hiring of staff;

/…8
*Not to be proceeded with at this Sitting

8.

AND WHEREAS there are many legal hurdles and protocols to address, including the yet unresolved critical issue of whether the Mayor and City Council have authority over public roads such as Regent Street, Water Street and Avenue of the Republic;


AND WHEREAS there are other legal issues involved with granting policing authority to a private company;


AND WHEREAS the Alliance For Change and the Deputy Mayor have publicly stated their opposition to the parking meter project,


BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly calls on the Auditor General of Guyana to immediately conduct a forensic audit into the Georgetown Municipal Council including the Parking Meter Contract.

(Notice Paper No. 68 (M 55   Opp. 10) published on 2016-10-21)

*3. 
NARCOTICS DRUG AND PSYCHOTROPIC SUBSTANCES (CONTROL) 

    
 (AMENDMENT)  BILL 2015 -No. 17  of 2015

      
Mr. Michael Carrington, M.P., to move the following motion:




BE IT RESOLVED:

That this National Assembly, in accordance with Standing Order No. 52(1), grant leave for the introduction and first reading of the Narcotics Drug and Psychotropic Substances (Control) (Amendment)  Bill 2015 -No. 17 of 2015.
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9.
A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (Control) Act 1988.

          (Notice Paper No. 25 (M20 APNU/AFC Private Member.1) published on 2015-12-10)


(iii)       COMMITTEES BUSINESS-

MOTIONS

1. 
CONSIDERATION OF THE REPORT OF THE COMMISSION OF INQUIRY INTO GUYSUCO BY THE PARLIAMENTARY SECTORAL COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC SERVICES

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Chairperson of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Economic Services) to move the following motion:

WHEREAS a Parliamentary Committee cannot consider a report which is not adopted by the National Assembly or referred to the Committee in accordance with the Standing Orders;

AND WHEREAS in accordance with Standing Order 86(6): “The National Assembly may request a Sectoral Committee to enquire into and report on any aspect of the policy or administration of the Government within its terms of reference”; 

AND WHEREAS the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Economic Services, in order to effectively conclude its examination of the sugar industry finds it pertinent to consider the Report by the Commission of Inquiry into GUYSUCO;

AND WHEREAS this report was laid in the National Assembly on 30th December, 2015 on a motion moved by Hon. Noel Holder, M.P., Minister of Agriculture,
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10.

BE IT RESOLVED:

That given the prevailing circumstances in the Sugar Industry, the Report: Commission of Inquiry, Guysuco, be referred to the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Economic Services for its consideration. 

(Notice Paper No. 75 (M 60   Committees 9) published on 2016-11-21)


2. 
ADOPTION OF THE FIRST INTERIM REPORT OF THE PARLIAMENTARY 
SECTORAL COMMITTEE ON ECONOMIC SERVICES

Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Chairperson of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Economic Services) to move the following motion:


BE IT RESOLVED:



That the First Interim Report of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Economic Services of the National Assembly of the First Session of the Eleventh Parliament be adopted.

(Notice Paper No. 76 (M 61   Committees 10) published on 2016-11-28)

3. 
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE ON ITS EXAMINATION OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS OF GUYANA FOR THE YEARS 2010 AND 2011
Mr. Mohamed Irfaan Ali, M.P. (Chairperson of the Public Accounts Committee) to move the following motion:
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11.


BE IT RESOLVED:



That the Report of the Public Accounts Committee on its examination of the Public Accounts of Guyana for the years 2010 and 2011, respectively be adopted and refer the Report to the Government for consideration.

(Notice Paper No. 77 (M 62   Committees 11) published on 2016-11-28)

                                                                        S.E. ISAACS, A.A.,








Clerk of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

2nd March, 2017.

