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Sea Defonce Ordinance, 1883, hereinafter called the Principal 
Ordinance, shall be read and construed together as one Ordinance. 

2.-(1) When the Colonial Uivil Engineer requires the proprietor 
of an estate to execute any works, he shall cause a notice m writing 
signed by the Colonial Uivil Engiueer and addressed to the pro­
prietor of the estate without nannng such proprietor, to be servcJ 
on such proprietor. 

(2) Such notice shall state shortly the nature and description 
of the works to be executed, and shall, save in the case of a. notice 
to maintain a dam under sub-section two of section four of the 
Principal Ordinance, staLe the time within which such works shall 
be commenced. 

(3) Such notice shall, i;ave in the case of a. notice to maintain 
a dam as aforesaid, al~o state the estimaLed cost of executing the 
works referred to in the notice. 

3. Any notice required to be given or served under the .Principal 
Ordinance or under this Ordinance may be given or served by 
handing the same to the owner of the estate to which such notice 
refers, or his agent or representative or person in charge of such 
estate, or if the owner or his agent or representative or person 
aforesaid cannot be found, by affixing the said notice to the prin­
cipal building on the estate, or if there be no building thereon, 
then to some tree or other conspicuous objed thereon, and a de­
claration made before a .Justice of the Peace by the persou serving 
such notice, endorsed on a copy or duplicc1.te of the same Lhat such 
notice was duly served, and stating the mode of such service, shall 
be deem1id in all Courts of Justice to lie pr·imli facie evidence that, 
such notice was duly given or served. 

4.-(1) Sections five and nineteen of the Principal Ordinance 
are hereby repealed. 

(2) Section sixteen of the Statute Laws Revision Ordinance, 
1906, is hereby repealed. 

ORDINANCE No. 9 OF 19m. 

AN ORDINANCE to make provision for the Sea Defences 
of the Colony. 

[21st Juno, 1913. J 

BE il, enacted by the Governor of British Guiana with the advice 
and consent of the Court of Policy thereof, as follows:-

PART I. 

SEA DEFENCE DrsTRICTS. 

1.-(1) The Governor-iu-Comwil may by Order published in the 
Gai~tte and one newspaper declare any of the districts set, out iu 
the First Schedule to this Ordinance, and any new district which 
may be added to such Schedule under and by virtue of the powers 
conferred by sub-section (3) to be a Sea Defence District for the 
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purposes of this Ordinance, and in every such order there shall be 
set out the acreage to be assessed of each estate or village. 

(2) The Governor-in-Council shall by the same or a similar 
Order divide any district so declared into three parts, exclusive of 
any villages situated within the area of such district, and shall in 
such Order specify the estates comprised in each ~uch part of the 
district. 

(3) The Governor-in-Council is hereby empowered at any 
time when it is deemed expedient to do so by order published in 
the Gazette and one newspaper to add any new district or districts 
to the districts set out in the FirsL Schedule to this Ordinance. 

(Jlur ·1ww 11u.u-11cctiu1b 11ce :ject·iun 2 u/ Urdiuu:ncc Nu. 10 of 1918.) 

PART II. 

SEA lJEE'ENt:E COMMISSIONERS. 

41 

2.-(J) There shall be six Commissioners for each district 800 Dcfon,·c 
declared under this Ordinance, who shall be the Colonial Uivil t:ouunissioucr•. 

Engineer and five other persons elected in the manner hereinafter 
provided. 

(2) The Colonial Uivil Engineer shall be Uhairman of the Com­
missioners and shall have a casting vote at all meetings of the 
Uommissioners where the _vuLes of the Commissioners are equally 
divided upon any question and any three of such Uommissioners of 
whom the Uhairman shall be one, shall form a quorun1. 

(3) The Colonial Civil Engineer may appoint any officer of the 
Public Works Department to be his deputy for any district, and 
in the absence of the Colonial Civil Engineer such deputy shall be 
deemed to be a Commissioner for such district and to be Chairman 
of the Commissioners, and shall have and may exercise in such 
district a.11 the powers a.ud functions which by this Ordinance are 
conferred upon the Colonial Civil Engineer. (1) 

( 4) A meeting of the Com.missioners shall be called by the 
Chairman ouoe in every three months. Three Commissioners shall 
have the right to request, the Uhairman in writing to c'a.11 a special 
meeting at any time. 

3. One Com.missioner shall be elected every three yea.rs for ea.ch rne,·Uo11 of 
part into which the district has been divided as hereinbefore pro- <.:ommissioue,·s. 

vided and two Com.missioners shall be elected annually for the 
Villages in such district. 

4.-(1) The Colonial Civil Engineer shall once in every three 
yea.rs in the month of J anua.ry call meetings of the proprietors oi 
the estates comprised in ea.ch part of the district for the election of 
Commissioners. 

(2) The person having the majority of votes of proprietors pre­
sent or voting at a· meeting shall be deemed to have been duly 
elected a Commissioner. 

(3) No person shall be entitled to be present or to vote . a.t any 
meeting of proprietors held under this section, in respect of any 

1 l'i·uviso adcled b1 ~ecLion 3 of Ordinunce No. 10 of 1918. 

~,tl'ot.ing for 
clc,·tion or 
l"011unissim1cn:, 
for estates in 
District . 

• 



No. 9.] 'NlE LA W8 QJi' 1JltLTLS11 GUIANA: [A.D. 1913. 
----------------------- ------------

llow ,,utc~ 
to be reckoned 
for election of 
<Jomn1isbioncrs. 

Elt.•d,ion or 
Co111mis.,,io11cr 
for Y illugcs in 
Distrll'I-. 

hh•\·t,ion of 
<1om111issionor 
iii cnso of u. 
vacaucy. 

)lcPtill~b ror 
eh•i·tlnn of 
Com111 h;::iioucr:>. 

estate or part of an estate which is comprised within the area of 
any village. 

5.-(l) Every proprietor shall have one vote for each one hun­
dred acres of the area of his estate. 

(2) In determining the number of votes of a proprietor of an 
estate the area of his estate shall be taken to be the area named 
in the '' District Register '' kept by the Colonial Civil Engineer 
under section thirty-three of this Ordinance. Where the number 
of acres is not a multiple of one hundred there shall be only one 
vote for each complete one hundred. 

(3) \\'hen any of the estates are owned by more Lhan one pro­
prietor in undivided shares, and each of such proprietors del:lires l.O 

vote separately, each of such proprietors shall have one vote for 
each 011e hundred acres of the number of acres obtaine<l by mult i­
plying the total number of acres of the estate by the fraction 
representing the undivided interest of such proprietor in Lhe 
whol~ estate. Where. the number of acres so obtained is not a 
multiple of one hundred t here shall only be one vote for each com­
plete one hundred. 

(4) Any proprietor of an estate may vote at any meeting by 
his duly constituted attorney or by any representative of such 
proprietor or a t torney duly authorised in writing. 

6.-(1) The Local Authority of every village situate wiLhin Lhc 
area of any district shall annually in the month of December elect 
two of their number, who with the Chairman of such Local 
Authority shall in the manner hereinafter provided elect two 
Commissioners. 

(2) The Colonial Civil Engineer shall annually in the mouth of 
Januar y call a mecLing of the Chairman and Lhe two members of 
each Local Authority elected as aforesaid, for the election of two 
Commissioners. 

(3) The persons having the majority of votes of t~ose present 
at such meeting shall be deemed to have been duly electet.l Com­
missioners. (1

) 

7. \Vhenever a Commissioner other than Lhe Colonial Civil 
Engineer is absent from the Colony for longer Lhan one month oi: 
dies, becomes unable to act, or resigns, the Colonial Civil Engiueer 
sh all call a meeting of the proprietors of the estaLes comprised in 
the part of the district represented by such Commissioner or of 
the Chairman and the two members of each Local Authority 
elecLed under the last preceding section of this Ordinance, as the 
case may be, for the election of a Co=issiouer in place of such 
Commissioner. · 

8.- -(1) All meetings for the election of a Commissioner shall be 
held at such time and place as the Colonial Civil Engineer shall 
appomt, and he shall preside at all such meetings, but shall not 
have a right to vote thereat, provided that in cases of an equality 
of votes, he shall have a casting vote. 

1 Proviso added by Section 3 of Ordinance No. 3 of 1914. 
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(2) In the event of the absence of the Colonial Civil Engineer 
from any such meeting as aforesaid, the persons present and en­
titled to vote thereat may elect one of their number to preside at 
such meeting, and such person shal1 in case of an equality of votes 
have a casting vote, in addition to any vote or votes he may have 
as a proprietor. 

PART III. 

CONSTRUCTION AND l\1AlNTENANCE OF SEA DEFENCES. 

9.- (1) All the Sea Defences of each and every Sea Defonce 
District declared under section one of this Ordinance shall for 
the purposes of this Ordinance so long as the general revenue qf 
the Colony contributes towards the cost thereof be vested in the 
Colonial Civil Engineer and shall be deemed colony land. (1) 

(2) The Sea Defences of each Sea Defence District may be 
defined by the Governor-in-Council and shall be set out in the order 
to be published under section one sub-section 1, and shall include 
all other land which after the commencement of this Ordinance 

· may be acquired for the purpose of Sea Defences under this Ordi­
nance: Provided that where trees are growing at a greater dis­
tance seawards than one-quarter of a mile from centre of sea dam 
the proprietor of any estate fronting on this portion of the Sea 
Defences may, with the consent of the Co=issioners, cut wood 
on the foreshore but not within the said distance of one quarter 
of a mile from the centre of the sea dam: And provided furLher 
that any proprietor may with such consent as aforesaid erect 
watch-houses at any sluice within the Sea Defences. 

10. Wherever it may be necessary in the opinion of the Com­
missioners to retire any sea dam or koker or whenever any addi­
tional land is required for sea defences or for any purpose con­
nected therewith, such land as may be necessary shall be acquired 
undeT and in accordance with the Lands (Acquisition for Public 
Purposes) Ordinance, 1889, or any Ordinance amending or sub­
stituted for the said Ordinance and the construction and mainten­
ance of sea defences and all works in connection t herewith shall 
be deemed to be a " public work " within the meaning of the said 
Ordinance. 

11. W o1·ks under t,hiii Ordinance shall consist of-
(1) The maintenance of existing sea defences, and of such addi­

tional sea defences as may hereafter be constructed, herei11-
after called " Annually recurrent works " and 

(2) The construction of such additional sea defences as shall 
from time to time in the opinion of the Commissioners be 
necessary, hereinafter called " Extraordinary works.'.' 

12. The Commissioners may, from time to time, sanction Lhe 
undertaking of such extraordinary works as in their opinion are 
necessary for the protection of the district, and the cost of such 
works shall be borne as hereinafter provided. 

1 Words added by Section 4 of Ordinance No. 10 of 1918. 
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13.-(1) The Colonial Civil Engineer shal~ from time to linw, 
whenever necessary, prepare a statement, of the annually recurrenL 
works which in his opinion are necessary to be undertaken together 
with an esl,imate of the cost of such works. 

(2) 8uch staLement aud estimate shall be submit,ted Lo the Curu­
rniss1oners, who may ameud or add thereto and sauctio11 the expendi­
ture oI such sum in respect of the said works as they think fit: 
.Provided that, if the Commissioners refnso to sanction the expendi­
ture of such sum, as the Colonial Civil Engineer thinks ne<:essary, 
he may appeal to the Governor-in-Council, who, after hearing the 
Colonial Civil Engineer and the Commissioners, shall have power tu 
wake such order as he may think fit. 

(~) The cost of all works so sanctioL1eu, or urdern<l l.,y tho 
Governor-in-Council to be undertaken shall be borue as hereinafter 
provided. 

14. 1 he .Public Works Department shall have Lhe charge of Lhe 
sea defences of the district and shall execute(') all works, whether 
extraordinary or aL1 nually recurrent sanctioned or ordered t-0 Le 
undertaken under this Orclinanee, and the Colonial Uivil .b:ngiueer 
shall have the sole conLrol and direct,ion of the execution oI such 
works. 

15. ]1'or the purposes of this Ordiuanve t.be .Public Works 
JJepartment shall have and may exercise the following vowers :­

(1) They may at all times enter on any estate or village and 
inspect the sea, river and outer dams thereof; 

(2) They rnay at all times enter on any estate or village and 
dig earth, cut [asciues and take material otf any laud thereon and 
therefrom which may be necessary for a ny sea. clefeuce work: 1.>ro­
vided l,hat if the proprietor of any estate or the local authority 
of any village objects to such earth or material being dug, cut, or 
taken such proprietor or local auLhority may apply to the Colonial 
Givil Bngineer for his personal directions aud t.he Colonial Civil 
Engineer shall have full power to give such directions as to him 
may seem fit., but in auy case where the estate is not more than 
five acres in extent the Gov,ernor-in-Council if satisfied that material 
damage to the land has been caused may direct the Commis­
sioners to pay such compensation as the Governor-in-Council may 
deem udvisable, such compensation to be paid by the district in 
which the land is situate: Provided further thaL the Public Works 
Department may at any Lime cut wood that may be required fo,r 
the pmposes of this Ordinance from any land in the said district. 

(2) 

16. For the purposes of this Ordinance the CuJouial UiviJ Engi­
neer shall have and exercise the followiug powers:-

(1) He may give such direcLions as he may think expedient 
with respect, to the maintenance(3) of any sluices, kokers, or other 
works of drainage existing ou any estate or in any village so far 
as such directious may be necessary for the sake of any works, or 
for the prot,ection of any sea defence, such directions shall be 
complied with by the proprietor of the estate or by the local 
authority .(3

) 

1 Seo t:iection 5 of Ordinance No. 10 of 1918. 
• t:,eu Section 6 o.£ Ordinance No. 10 of 1918. 
a l!'uL' i.menament see tiection 7 of Ordinance No. LO of 1918, 
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(2) He may . ent-er into all contracts necessary for the proper 
carrying out of his duties under this Ordinance ; and 

(3) H e may keep a banking account and deal therewith in suc_b 
manner as, in his opinion, may be necessary for carrying out his 
duties under this Ordinance.(1) 

17. If the proprietor of any estate or the local authority of any 
vil1age neglects or refuses to comply with any direction given by 
the Colonial Civil Engineer under sub-sect-ion one of the last pre­
ceding section, within such time as the Colonial Civil Engineer 
shall have fixed, t he Public Works Department with the consent 
of the Commissioners may perform any work necessary to be done to 
comply _with such direction, and any expenses caused by such 
neglect or refusal may be recovered against such proprietor or local 
authority in the sam~ manner as assessments may be recovered 
under this Ordinance. 

PART IV. 

FINANCIAL PROVISIONS . 

18. The cost of all works both annually recurrent and extra­
ordinary in any district shall be borne as follows : -

. (a) One-fourth of the cost shall be defrayed out of such 
moneys as may be voted annually by the Combined Court for 
the purpose, and 

(b) Three-fourtbs of the cost by the proprietors of the ,est-ates 
and the local authorities of the villages in such district. 

19.-(1) The cost of all extraordinary works shal1 in the first 
instance be defrayed out of such moneys as may be provided for the 
purpose by the Combined C'ourt, and the Receiver General shall 
out of such moneys pay over to the Colonial Civil Engineer such 
sum as t-he Governor. on the applicat.ion of t,he Colonial Civil 
Engineer, shall order in respect of any such works sanctioned by 
the Commissioners. • 

(2) One-fourth of t.be moneys so paid over and expended in the 
ex-ecution of extraordinary works sha11 be repaid out of such money 
as may be voted by the Combined Court and in such manner as 
the C'ombined Court shall direct, and three-fourths of the said 

. moneys shall be repaid by the proprietors of the estates and the 
local aut.horities in the district in the manner hereinafter provided. 

(S11,b-section (3) 1·epeal,eil a'Tld new sub-section .~ubstituted bv 
Sr.ction 2 of Orcl-inance No. ·3 of 1917.) 

( 4) The Colonial Civil Engineer shall assess the pro port.ion of 
such annual sum payable by each est-ate and local aut-hority in the 
rlistrict and such estates and local authorities shall be liable for the 
payment of the proporLionate part so assessed. 

(,'f11,b-.~<'rtion (5) enactr.d bv RNt·inn 3 of Onli'Tla'nre N n. JO of 
1919.) 

20. One-fourth of the cost, of annually recurrent works shall be 
paid out of such moneys as may be voted by the Combined Court 
and the Colo11ial Civil Engineer shall assess the proportion of the 
remaining three-fourths of such cost payable by each estate ann. 

1 For amendment see Rection 7 of Ordinance No. 10 of 1918. 

Power for 
Public 
Works 
Department 
to do 
work whirh 
proprietor 
fail~ t.o cto. 

H ow cost of 
works is to 
be defrayed • 

45 

Cost o[ 
extraordinary 
works. 

Cost ot 
nnnnally rel·ur­
n•nt. workH. 



46 

Pm\'('I' to 
}JOl'l'OW 
1110(11')', 

~10<\r nf 
a~~l'!-:-Hnrnt. 

Ownrr of 
lnntl may 
<-lnhn to hr 
a~o;;r•~-.rd F.rl)­
n rat 1'l y front 
l'StHtf'. 

A~c:;rss111ent~ 
to tw ndvrr­
ti,u~I. 

Payment, of 
a~..,P~~1nent~ 
111adl' upon 
\"ill:1µes. 

Payment nf 
ns.~•~~mrnt~ 
rnnclc- upon 
1•~lntr~. 

No. 9 .] THE LA W8 OF BRITISH GUI ANA: [A.D . 1913. 

local authority in the district, and each estate and local authority 
shall be liable for the payment of the proportionate par t so assessed. 

21. The Colonial Civil E ngineer with the consent of the Com­
missioners, may raise on loan money for t he pu rpose of defraying 
in the fi rst- instance the cost of annually recurrent works, and the 
amount of any such loan shall be a first charge on all amounts 
assessed and pairl in respect of annually recurrent works, under 
this Ordinance. 

22.-(1) E very assessment made under this Ordinance shall be 
made on the total area of each estate or village and shall be at a 
uniform rate for each acre of such area in each district, provided 
that Crown Lands not held under licences of occupancy shall be 
exempt from ,,uch assessment. 

(2) Every such asse,'lSment., except as hereinafter provided, shall 
be made on, and may be recovered against each estat e as a whole, 
including other estates, if any, worked therewith . 

23.-(1) E very person who is the owner of any land which forms 
part of any esta1.e in any district other than a village, who b as 
acquired the tit.le to the said land by inheritance, de,vise, trans­
port m· letter s of ,lecree, may give not ice in writing, describi11g 
such land, to the Colonial Civil E ngineer , and requiring that such 
land shall be assessed under this Ordinance separately from the 
estate of which it forms part, and thereupon the said land shall 
cease t o be assessed as part of the said estate, but shall be assessed 
separaf.ely in proportion to it-s area for all works executed under 
this Ordinance, and the amount so assessed may be recovered in 
the same manner in wl1 ich assessments upon estat.e~ may be recovered 
under this Ordinance: Provided that the area of all land separately 
assessed under this section shall for the purpose of assessing any 
amount due under this Ordina11ce be deducted from t.he area of the 
estate of which it forms part: And provided further that no suC"l1 
land so separately assessed shall be levied upon for the non­
payment of any assessment upon the estate of wl1ich it forms pa.rt. 

(2) The provisions of this section shall not apply to any land 
situated in any village. 

24. Every assessment made under this Ordinance shall be adver­
t ised in the Gnutf P and one newspaper and t he amount of sucl1 
assessment shall be deemed to become due and payable on the day 
011 which it is advert ised in the Gnuff<' . 

25. All assessments made under this Ordinance upon any 
villag£i shall be paid to the Colonial Civil Engineer or such othc>r 
officer of the Public \Vorks Department as he may anpoint for 
the purpose by the Local Authority of such village out of the rates 
ancl the amount of such assessment shall be a ch arge upon the rates 
of such village. 

26. All assessments made under this Ordinance upon any estate 
or land otber than a village shall be paid to the Colonial Civil 
E ngineer or to such officer of the P ublic Wot·ks Department as he 
may appoint for the purpose, and in default of payment by the pro­
prietor of any estate, or hy the owner of any ]and separateiy 
assessed of the amount of the assessment on such estate, or land, 
when the same becomes due, the Colonial Civil Engineer may 
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except as hereinafter provided recover the same with costs by 
parate or summary execution against the proprietor of such estate 
or owner of such land without naming him. 

27.-(1) Where the amount of any assessment does not exceed 
the sum of one hundred dollars, the same shall not be recovered 
by parate 0 1' summary execution in the first instance, but the 
Colonial Civil Engineer may make application to the Magistrate 
of t he Judicial District in which the estate or land in respect of 
which the assessment is made is situated, who shall grant a war­
rant of distress for the recovery of such assessment, under and by 
virtue of which the, movable propert,y upon any such estate or land 
or in any house or houses on such estate or land may be levied on 
and sold for the amount of such assessment with costs. 

(2) The said movable property shall be sold by any person 
authorized by the Magistrate in some public place, notice thereof 
being given in such manner as the Magistrate may direct not less 
than eight clear days previously, and the proceeds thereof, after 
payment of the costs, shall be applied in payment of the assessment 
and the sur plus, if any, shall be paid over to the owner: P rovided 
always that the Magistrate on sufficient c~use beiug shown may at. 
any time cancel t he said warrant. 

(3) Every warrant of distress issued under this section shall be 
in the Form in the Second Schedule to this Ordinance. 

( 4) All warrants of distress issued under this section shall be 
executed in the same manner as warrants of distress issued by :i 

iVT agistra te in the exercise of his summary jurisdiction, and the fees 
payable for such last mentioned warrants of distress shall be pay­
able for warrants of distress under this section. 

(5) Process of parate or summary execution shall be issued for 
any assessment under this Ordinance where the same does not, 
exceed one hundred clollarn, if there is produced with the sum­
mation a certificate signed by the Colonial Civil Engineer to the 
effect that there is no movable property whereon to levy, or that 
the same has proved insufficient or in any case when a levy has been 
made if there is produced a return to the same effect by the officer 
making the levy. 

28. W here any movable property levied on and sold under the 
last preceding section belongs to some person other than the pro­
prietor of the estate or land liable for the assessment, such person 
shall be entitled to recover from such proprietor the full value of 
t he propert y so levied on and sold, together with an addition of 
ten per centum thereof by way of damages with costs, and it shall 
be lawful for the occupier of the estate or land liable for the assess­
ment to pay the amount of such assessment, and to deduct the 
same from any rent due or accruing due by him in respect of such 
estate or land. 

29.-(1) The amouILt of every such assessment shall be paid to 
the Colonial Civil Engineer, or to such officer of the Public Works 
Department as he may appoint for the purpose, and in default o.f 
payment by the proprietor of any estate or by the owner of any 
land separately assessed of the amount of the assessment on such 
estate or land when the same becomes due, the Colonial Civil 

., 
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Engineer may recover the same by parate or summary exe• 
cution. . (1) 

(2) The signature of the Colonial Civil Engineer subscribed to 
any document containing a statement of the amoun t due for such 
assessment shall without proof of such signature and without proof 
of any other matter or thing be held and be deemed· to be in aH 
Courts and by all .Judges and Magistrates primr'i facie evidenoe of 
the amount claimed being due and being in every particular 
correct. 

30.--(1) The Colonial Civil Engineer for and on behalf of the 
Colony shall have a perferent lien upon every estate in any district, 
and upon all lands separately assessed under section twenty-three 
of this Ordinance subject to any existing liens thereof in favour 
of the Colony for the payment of the proportion of the amount d 
any assessment made under the provisions of this Ordinance and 
clue in respect of such estate or land. 

(2) The said lien shaH continue in full force and shall continue 
vested on each of the said estates and upon all land separately 
assessed as aforesaid notwit hstanding any change of ownership of 
such estate or land. 

31.--(1) The Colonial Civil Engineer shall keep proµer books 
of account in respect of the district and shall enter therein all 
moneys received and expended. 

(2) He shall also keep books showing all transactions on account 
of any advance or loan obt ained for the district. 

(3) Any proprietor of an estate in the district may, at all reason­
able times, ana in a reasonable manner, have access to any such 
books and may make copies of any entry therein. 

32.--(1) The Auditor General shall examine and audit the 
books of account requi1·ed to be kent under the last preceding sec­
tion, and the Commissioners shall annually before the thirtieth 
day of September publish a statement showing all assessments 
levied, and all moneys received and expended under the provisions 
of thir. Ordinance. 

(2) There shall be paid into the General Revenue of the Colony 
in respect of such audit out of the fund s of each district such sum 
as is after consultation with the Cornrnissionern fixed by tl1e Gover­
nor-in -Council . 

PART V. 

MI SCELLANEOU S PROVTRTON S . 

33.--(1) The Colonial Civil E ngineer shall k eep a book for each 
district to be called the " Dist rict R egister " in which shall be 
ent ered the names and areas of the estates and villages in that dis­
trict and the names and addresses of the proprietors thereof , and 
also the name and address of every person who has given notice 
that he requin,s his land to be separately assessed under the pro­
visions of section twenty-three and tl1e area of snch land. 

1 F or amendment see Section 9 of Ordinn.nce No. 10 of 1918. 
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(2) The proprietor of any such estate, and every person who 
has given notice as aforesaid, or any constituted attorney of such 
proprietor or the representative of such proprietor or attorney duly 
authorised in writing, shall from t ime to time cause his correct 
address to be entered in the Register, and such address shall be 
called his " registered address." 

34.-(1) Any notice required to be sent to any person under this 
Ordinance, shall be deemed to have been duly sent if posted to 
his registered address by registered letter, and any document or 
legal process required to be served upon such person, shall be 
deemed to have been duly served upon him if left with some adult 
person at his registered address. 

(2) If any proprietor or person whose land is separately assessed 
under section twenty-three fails to cause his address to be entered 
in the Register, any such notice, document or process may be 
affixed to . the principal build_ing on the estate or land, or if there 
is no building on such estate or land, on some conspicuous place 
on the said . estate or land, and such notice, document or process 
shall be deemed to have been duly served on such proprietor or 
person. · 

35. Every Order made by the Governor-in-Council under this 
Ordinance shall be published in the Gazette and in one other news­
paper published in the colony and shall take effect from the date 
of such publication or from such other date as may be mentioned 
in such Order. 

36. Every person who unlawfully and maliciously destroys or 
damages any work constructed or maintained under the provisions 
of this Ordinance or who without the sanction of the Colonial Civil 
Engineer and the Commissioners cuts any courida or other trees on 
the sea side of any sea defence or removes any shell, sand, or other 
material from any shore in any district shall be guilty of an offence, 
and being convicted thereof shall be liable to a penalty not exceed­
ing fifty dollars or to imprisonment, with or without hard labour , 
for any te= not exceeding two months. 

37, Nothing in this Ordinance shall apply to the city of George­
town or the sea defences of the said city. 

PART VI. 

TEMPORARY PROVISIONS. 

38. As soon as any part of the colony has been declared a dis­
trict under this Ordinance the Colonial Civil E ngineer with the 
consent of the Commissioners may required the person or persons, 
who but for the passing of this Ordinance would have been liable 
to construct and maintain the sea defences of any estate or land 
in such district, to construct such sea defences as in his opinion are 
necessary for the protection of such est.ate or land, or to execute 
such work as in his opinion are necessary for the repair of any 
existing sea defence, and the provisions of the Sea Defence 

V'oL, V-4 

Service of 
notice upon 
proprietors. 

49 

Publication 
and operation 
of Orders-in­
Council. 

Penalty on 
doing damage 
to sea defence 
works. 

Ordinance 
not to apply 
to George­
town. 

Power to re­
quire pro­
prietors to 
construct 
sea defences 
within one 
year of com­
mencement 
of thls Ordi­
nance. 



50 

Sen Defence 
Orcllnuncc, 
1883, not to 
apply to 
District 
under this 
Ordinance. 
Interpretation 
o! terms. 

Short title 
nnd com­
mencement. 

No. 9.] THE LAWS OF BRITISTl GUIANA: [A.D. 1913 . 

Ordinance, 1883(1), and any Ordinance amending the same, shall 
apply to the construction of such sea defences, and execution of 
such works, and such sea defences aud works shall be constructed 
in accordance with the said last mentioned Ordinance as if this 
Ordinance had noi:; passed : Provided that when such sea defences 
have been constr ucted and works executed they shall be main­
tained under this Ordinance: And provided further that no 
notice to construct sea defences or execute works under this section 
shall be given after the expiration of one year from the declaration 
of any Sea Defence District as provided fol' by section one (1) of 
this Ordinance. 

(Sections 39 and 40 repealed by Section 10 of 01·dina11ce No. 10 
of 19] 8.) 

PART VII. 
REPEAL, JNTERPRETATTON AND 8HOR1' Tt'l'LE. 

41. From and after the commencemen t of this Ordinance lhe 
Sea Defence Ordinance, 1883, and the Ordina11c.:es amending the 
same shall not apply to any part of the Colony which has been 
declar ed a Sea Defence District, under this Ordinance.(") 

42. In this Ordinance unless the context otherwise requires:-
'' District '' means a Sea D efence District declared under this 

Ordinance; 
" Village " means a village or a country district declared under 

the Local Government Ordinance, 1907, and shall be deemed 
to include bot.h a village and a country dist.rict.(") 

" Local A uthority " means and includes the village council of a 
village, and the county authority of a country district declared 
under the L ocal Government Ordinance, 1907 .(3) 

" P ublic Works Department " means the Colonial Civil Engineer 
and includes every officer of the Colonial Civil Engineer's 
D epartment and every person employed by the Colonial Civil 
Engineer or by any officer of his D epartment; 

" P r oprietor " includes the attorney of any proprietor, thf' 
secret ary of any company owning any estate and lhe manager 
of any sugar estate ; • 

" Sea Defence; " (4 ) 

" Work" means any work for maintaining, repairing, strength­
ening, heightening or protecting any existing sea defence and 
includes any work for constructing or protecting any new sea 
defence. It also includes the removal of anything which , in 
the opinion of the Colonial Civil Engineer, ought t-o be removed 
for the protection or conservation of the foreshore; 

"Gommissioners" means ihe Sea Defence Comrni.ssioners of any 
District; 

" E state" means any land not exempted by this Ordinance and 
not included within the boundaries of any Village. 

43. This Ordinance may be cited as the Sea D efences Ordinance, 
1913, and shall come into operation on such day as the Governor 
shall notify by Proclarn ation .. 

l See Ordinanre No. 2 of 1883. 
2 See Section 11 of Ordinance No. 10 of 191 8. 
" See OrdinancA No. 13 of 1907 nuder "Locnl Govemment." 
~ New wordR of interpretation enacted in Section 12 of Ordinance No. 10 of 1918. 
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THE SCHEDULES. 

THE FIRST SCHE DULE . 

SEA. DEFl!l.OE DISTRICTS. 

District No. 1.-Essequebo Coast.-Extending from the Northern side-line dam 
of P lantation Wo.lton Hall on the North West Coast of Essequebo, to the Com­
pany P ath between Plantations Onderneeming and Belfield on the Left Bank, 
Essequebo River, and bounded on th e East by the Seo. Defences as defined by 
Section 9, sub-section 2, of th is Ordinance, and on the West by the Western 
extremities of the Second Depths and of the E~1;ra Depths held under Licences 
of Occup1mcy from t he Crown of t he Estates lying within the Northern and 
Southei·n boundaries. 

District No. 2.- Essequebo Ri-ver.-E xtending from the Company Path 
between Plantations Onderneeming and Belfield to the Left Dank of the 
Supenaam Creek on the Left Bank of the Essequebo River, and bounded on 
the East by the Sea Defences as defined by Section 9, sub-section 2, of this 
Ordinance, an'.l on the West by the Second Depth~ held under L icences of 
Occupancy from t he Crown of the Estat es lying between the Northern and 
Southern boundaries. 

District No. 8.-The Island of WaTm rna11i . 

District No. 4.-The Island of Leguan. 
District- No. 5.-West Coast De,nerara.-Extending from the Western side­

line dam of Plantation Greenwich Park, on the Right Bank , Essequebo River, t o 
the Eastern boundary of Plant ation Best at the mouth of Demerara River, 
bounded on the North by the Sea Defences as defined by Section 9, sub-section 2, 
nf this Ordinance and on the South by the Boerasirie Creek, the Boerasirie Water 
Supply Canal, and the Northern side-line dam of Plantation Swan-en-schuts. 

District No. 6.- East Coast, Demerara.-Extending from the Western side­
line dam of Plantation Kitty on the East Coast, Demero.ra, to the Southern 
s ide-line dam of Plantation Voorzigtigheid on the Le~ Bank, Mahnica Creek. 
Bounded on the North by the Sea Defences as defined by Section 9, sub-section 2 , 
of this Ordinance, nod on Lhe South by the East Demerara Water Supply Canal, 
t he Lamahe. Canal, and the Shank 's Canal, and the Northern side-line dam of 
Plantation Hand-en-Veldt on the Left Bank, Mahaica Creek. 

District No. 7.-Mahaica-Abary.-Extending from t he Right Bank of the 
Mah11ica Creek up to the Southern boundary of Plaota.tion Adventure on the 
Left Bank, Abary Creek, and including the Plantat ions L 'Amitie, Batavia, Trois 
Amis, Gorchum and Wilhelmina, on the Right Bank, Mahaica Creek. Bounded 
on the North by t he Sea Defences as defined in Section 9, sub-section 2, of 
this Ordinance, and on the South by the Public Road, the Southern ei..1;remity of 
the Crown Land in th-, r ear of t he Estates between Mah11ica and Mahaicony 
Creeks, now held un der Licences of Occupancy from the Crown, and the 
Southern extremities of the Estates lying between t,be Mahaicony and Abary 
Creeks. 

District No. 8.-West Coast , Berbice.-Erlending from the Right Bank , Abary 
Creek, up to the Southern side-line dam of Plantation Zorg and H oop, pa.rt of 
Plantation Blairmont, L eft Bank, Berbice River. Bounded on the North by 
the Sea Defences as defined by Section 9, sub-section 2, of this Ordinance, and 
on the South by the Aba.ry C1·eek and t he Southern and West ern extremit.es of 
the Second Depths and of the Extra Depths held under Licences from the 
Crown of the Est:i.tes lying between ihe Abary Creeks and the Berbice River. 

District No. 9.-East and Courantyno Coasts , Berbice.-Extending from the 
m outh of the Grand Canal on the Right Bank of t he Berbioe River and inclusive 
of Lot No. 40, situate on the South side of the Grand Canal up t o the Southem 
side-line dam of Lot 81 , part of Plantation Skeldon on the left Baok, Cow·an­
tyne River. Bounded on the North by the Sea Defences as defined in Section 9 , 
sub-section 2, of this Ordinance, and on the South by the Grand Canal and the 
Southern extremities of the Second Depths and of the Extra Depths held under 
L icences of Occupancy from the Crown of the Estates lying between t he Berbioe 
and Courantyne Rivers. 

Vor,. V-4A 
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TIDJ SECOND SCHEDULE. 

Fo1tM o,, WAr.RAN'r o,· DJSTP.Ess. 

Dritisl, Guinna. 

District. 
'l'o and to nll oth'3r Const ables . ·whereoo applicot-ion has 
been duly made to me by l,he Colonial Civil E ngineer for a Warrant of Distress 
ngoinst the movable property upon or in (here descl'ibe tho premises) in the said 
District, for the purpose of levying tha sum of dollni:s 
due in !'espect of the assessment made upon the said premises for sea. defences 
under tLe Sea Defences Ordinance, 1912, with costs, nod whereas proof has been 
rluly girnn to me under the hnnd of the Colonial Civil Engineer that the said 
a.mount is due in respect of an t1ssessmcnt 11nder the said Ordinance: This is, 
therafore, to require and command you to levy the said sum of 
with co~ts, upon the said movable property, accordi ng to law. 

Dated this doy of 

(Signed) 

Magistrate. 

19 

Distl'ict. 

ORDINAJfCE No. 3 OF 1914. 

AN ORDINANCE to amend the Sea Defences Ordinance, 
1913. 

[21st March, .1914. J 

BE it enacted by the Governor of British Guiana, with the advice 
and consent of the Court of Policy thereof, as follows:--

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Sea Defences Ordinance, 
1913, Amendment Ordinance, 1914, and shall be read as one with 
the Sea Defences Ordinance, 1913, hereinafter referred to as the 
Principal Ordinance. 

2. Section one of .the Principal Ordinance is hereby amended as 
follows : - (1) 

The following sub-section shall be added as sub-section (4) :-
" ( 4) The Governor-in-Council may in any Order published 

under sub-section (1) hereof prescribe a date from which the 
provisions of this Ordinance shall apply to any district included 
iu the Order, and until such date this Ordinance shall not 
be construed as relieving any proprietor or local authority or 
other individual or body of any duty, responsibility or liability 
or as depriving him or it of any right or power in existence 
prior to such date and in particular any wo,rks for sea defences 
may be carried out and the cost of same may be assessed and 
recovered in the same manner as if t,his Ordinance had not 
been passed. Provided always that unless the Order shall 
otherwise prescribe the provisions of Part II. hereof shall 
apply to the said district and elections thereunder may be held 
in t he said district . at any time after the date of the Order." 

1 8ee Section 2 of Ordinance No. 10 of 1918. 




