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ORDINANCE No. 13 OF 1916. : 

AN ORDINANCE to provide for the administration of the 
Trust Funcl created under the Will of Isaac 
Edward Adrian Patoir. 

[19th August, 1916.J 

'

XT H.EREAS l saac Edward Adrian Patoir residing in the 
r V C.:ounty of Berbice, by his last will and testament dated 

Sixteenth day of May, 1915, made among other provisions 
which need not be stated herein, a provision to t he following 
effect :-

I leave and bequeath the sum of Sixty Thousand Dollars to 
be securely invested on First Mortgage immovable }Jroperty in 
thir, Colony, Government Bonds and Town Council Bonds at the 
best current rat.es of interest obtainable for the purpose of fonu­
ing and establishing an Institution to be called and named the 
" Patoir Fund " for the support and maintenance of destitute 
Coloured '\:Vidows and Spiusters of good character and repute 
from the age of thirty-five years and upwflrcls, and only for as 
long as t hey shall remain unmarried born and are living in the 
Colony of llerbice and only for so long as they shall continu e Lo 
live in the County of Berbice, on their migrnting to the sister 
Counties of Demerara and Essequibo or elsewhere, the amount 
so paid to them shall forthwith cease, the amount to be paid to 
each shall in no case be more or less than :five doJlars per month 
to be paid from the interest derived from the capital invested and 
which said capital must always remain the same and untouched 
as Trustees upon Trust to hold the amount so bequeathed for the 
Establishment of t,he said Fund to be called and known as the 
" Patoir Fund. " 1 appoint His Excellency the Governor and 
l1is Successors in Office, the H onourable the Attorney General 
and his Successors in Office, for the purpose of receiving from 

· my E xecutor the said sum of Sixty Thousand Dollars and holding 
the said amount for the Institution of the said Fund so to be 
established and which must be established within a reasonable 
time after my death . 

I further appoint as the first Administ1·ators' of the said Fund 
aJLCl Institution when established Lhe Honourable the Attorney 
General of the Colony for the time being and his Successors i11 
Ofiice, the Public Trustee of British Guia11a and his Succe~sor i11 
Office, and a leading merchant carrying on business in i,his C.:olony 
who shall be selected and appointed by His E xcellency Lhe 
Gover nor in the first instance, and from Lime to t,ime as vacancies 
occur as the joint Administrat,ors. 

And whereas Lhe s,Lid I saac Edward Adrian PaLoir died Ull the 
Thirtieth day of May, 1915, without having altered or revoked 
bis said will and the said will was duly deposited on the Tenth 
day of September, 1915; 

And whereas on the SevenLh day of October, 1915, His 
Excellency Sir Waller E gerton, K.C.i\1.G., Governor of Brit ish 
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Gui,wa i11 pursuance of !he a1tihority g ive.n t.o him by t,he said 
will selecLe<l Sylva m1s vVrefonl, of New Arnsterclan1, Berbice, a 
leacli1tg merchant canying 011 b11siness in t h e Colony t o be with 
1.he Honourable the Attorney General and the I'ublic Trnstee :t 

joi11L AJministrnLor of the said will; 

Auel whereas subsec1ue11t-. lo Lhat dale the followi 11 g O rde1· \\·ao 
made 011 Lhe 34-Lh day of November, 1915, in the S11prcme Cuuri 
of British Guiana " l:1u1 11 //,r: u111ilirnlinn or Sir ·,.valt er .l~gertoi1, 
,Joseph J ohll Nu11a11, V\Tilliam A lstein l'arker and Sylvanu8 
'Nreforcl A 1111 ·11pr111 ;wuli11!1 tlie petit ion of t he Applic,mts filell 
Lhe Gth day of November instaHt, _. j ,/1(/ 1111u·11, h1•ari11_1; t,he Ai.tnrney 
Gener al of Cu1111sel for Urn Applicants an d what was al leged 011 
oat,]1 by William D e Vi'eever '\Vishart and the executor or 1.he \.\Til1 
of Uie ahuve nam ed Isaac Edward Adrian .Patoir , deceased, 1'/i-i., 
Uu11rl rlot!, 1/i-rlrrre tbat the persons meant and intended by the 
testator n ncler the description in his said \Nill 'Coloured vVidows 
and spinst·ers ' are widows a11d spinsters wh o arc the offspri11g of 
parents one of whom is hlack aud ihe othe1· wbi Le 0 1· wl10 are the 
offspri ng of panm ts one of whom is black 1111d the 0th.er a eolonr ecl 
perso11 or who are the offspring of parents 011 e of whom is enlou recl 
a ud t-.he oLher whi t-e o r who are the offspring of parc11 ls bot h ,,f 
whom are colollrecl p nrso11s Llie cnlo 11 r in each ease being either 
proximately or remotely t raceable to African 11egro origin er 
descent. " 

And whereas ,Jmmph ;John Nnna11, LT,.D., Urn At.turney General, 
·\Villian1 Alstein Parker, the PHhlie Trustee, aml Sylva1111s 
\Vreford, t.he Adrninist.raturs of t h e said Isaac ·1~clwarcl ~,\dria11 
Patoir 011 the :Hst day of ~\J arell, 1()16, presented a petition 1.o the 
Uovenrnr-iu-Cuuncil set.Ling furLh the facts h erei11be fore stated 
and praying that all _Ordi11arn;e mighL be passed to provide for 
ccrlaiu maLters not deaH. with by the direction o f ihe Testator; 

Ami whernaH Lbe property now subject to the )ll'Ovisious of Lhc 
said will he rei11 a l'ter called i he" I'at,uir }'u11Ll " is the property set 
fort-h in Lhe Sr.hecl11le to th is Ordi11a11ce and it, iH expedient (.0 

111al,e furth er provisiu11 for the administ-ratio11 of tho same and for 
carrying in to effecl, the will of the said Isaac EL1 wan1 ALlrian 
l'at.oir. 

He i i. I lit'rdoru u11a.cl cd l>y 1.l, L, (~ov1.-r11o r or ll1·ii iH.l1 U 11 ia11a, wit.Ji 
llie advice a.nd cu 11sPnL of Lh c l 'u11rl 01· 1'oliey llit,rcuf, ao fo llows :--

1. Tl1 is Onlinaw.;c may l1c cited as Lhe l'a lo ir .L<'uml Unliua11_;c, 
l\J,!G. 

2. T wo i\d111i11iHl.ralo1·s JHay pxercisc al l tltc powers o f !'lie 
Aclrniuisl,ralors in case or a 11y vacancy ur in the case of the <lea i.11 , 
ill11ess o r absc11<;e from i lie colony o f U1e tl1i1·d Ad 11 1 i11iHLraLur. 
\1/he re tl1c re is a tlifforence " I' opii1ion the majority shall prevai l 
and i11 case of a d i ff1H·e11 ce of opi11io11 w]1e re there are only Lwu 
Ad111i11islral ors, owi11 g t.o llw dcaLh, il lness m· aliHencu ft-0111 !he 
Colo11y of the U1 ircl, Lhc Govcrno1:-i 11-Cu1111cil shall decide. The 
Administ,n iLorn may 0 11 t-he g rm111.d of misconduct cancel or suspeu,l 
Lhe Bppointment of a ny beneficiary. 
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3. The Fund shall be entitled and shall be invested as the Patoir 
Fund and the Administrators shall have full power to invest the 
corpus or any portion thereof and to realise and further invest the 
same from time to time and to dispose of the revenue in such 
manner as they shall see fit subject to the terms of the will and 
shall be at liberty to pay out of reven ue all just expenses of admiu­
istration including such reasonable clerical and travelling expenses 
as may be found uecessary for all purposes of aclmillistration aud 
shall be a t liberty to draw commissions noL exceeding five per cent. 
on the amount of revenue received . 
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4. The Adm.inistrator appointed by the Govern.or shall hold 
Office for five years bnt may be re-appoin ted. Such Administrator 
may resign and the Governor may for any cause which he may 
deem sufficient cancel the appointment of such Administr ator. 
The Governo1· may thereupon appoint another person not being 
au official and beiug otherwise qualified in accordance with the 
terms of the will. 

t·11umcial 
.:\UmiJJi~t-rator. 

5. The Attorney General or Public Trustee with the consent 
of t.lie Governor may by letter to the Gover1101· resigu his appoint­
ment and the Gove.mar shall therefore nominate another Head of 
a Government Department to act as Administrator instead of the 
A ttorney General ot· Public Trustee until the permanent appoint­
ment of another Atturney General or Public Trustee, but upon 
such permanent appointment t he new officer shall become au 
Administrator of ·the Patoir Fund by vir tue of his office in like 
manner as if his predecessor had not resigned. 

Jl c:-:.:i:.!11:11.iu11 
uf O !lkial 
.\tlrni11i:stra tun;. 

6. The accom1ts of the Administrators shall be audited by a11 .\u,lit. 

officer of the Audit Office from time to timtl. The fee for such 
audit shall be ,a sum to be fixed by the Goveruor-in-Council. 

7. The Administrators shall preseu t tu Urn G overuor and Court .\ ccuu11ts. 

of Policy on or befor e 31st J arn1ary in ea.ch year an account of 
their administration during the twelve mouths ending 31st 
December preceding . 

'l'llE ;oUlH:UUL13. 

l i- n:s·r;ut: ~'l'S . 

]J1il itill Uuin11a u ~ , ·t• L' JJl 1l Clll JJonrJs at 1Jt% 
Do. ,lu. do. <lo. at 5 % 
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,;, T l,i1·h·-t,,m ,1,, 11:i,·s t rnu.; lcrrc<l from lutcrcsL Accou:it in m<lcl' to oblaiu s 
rouuLl ~u;u in Donds . 
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