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CHAPTER 214.
FRIENDLY SOCIETIES.

[No. I of 1893.]
[1st April, 1894.]

PRELIMINARY.

1. This Ordinance may be cited as the Friendly Societies short title.

Ordinance.

2. In this Ordinance, unless the context otherwise Intehprets
on.

requires—

“ the registrar ” means the registrar of Iriendly
Societies appointed under this Ordinance:

* registered society ” means a society registered or
deemed to be registered under this Ordinance:

* branch ¥ means any number of the members of a

society, under the control of a central body, hav-

ing a separate fund administered by themselves

or by a committee of management or officers

appointed by themselves;

‘ society ”’ applies to a registered branch, unless the
application is inconsistent with the position and
objects of a branch;

meeting * includes (where the rules of a society so
allow) a meeting of delegates appointed by
members ;

officer ” means an officer of a society, and extends to
any treasurer, secretary, or member of the com-
mittee of management of a society ;

rules ” means rules for the time being in force:

amendment of rule ” includes a new rule and a
resolution rescinding a rule;

person claiming through a member” includes the
heirs, executors, administrators, and assigns of a
member, and also his nominees where nomination
18 allowed ;

- “ property * means movable and immovable property

of every description including books and papers.

(3
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PART 1.
CoNsTITUTION, REGISTRATION, AND INCORPORATION.

Classes and Objects of Societies.

Clesesiof. 3. The following societies may be registered under this
societi®s | QOrdinance, namely,—
(@) friendly (@) societies (herein called friendly societies) estab-

societies :

lished to provide, by subscription of the
members thereof, with or without the aid of
donations, for—

(i) the relief or maintenance of the members,
their wives, husbands, children,
fathers, mothers, brothers, sisters,
nephews or nieces, or wards being
orphans, during sickness or other in-
firmity, whether bodily or mental, in
old age (which means any age after
fifty), or in widowhood, or for the
relief or maintenance of the orphan
children of members during minority;

(ii) insuring money to be paid on the birth of
‘a member’s child, or on the death of a
member, or for the funeral expenses of
the wife, hushand, or child, of a
member, or of the widow of a deceased
member ;

(iii) the relief or maintenance of the members
when on travel in search of employ-
ment, or when in distressed circum-
stances, or in case of shipwreck or loss
or damage of or to boats or nets;

(iv) the endowment of members or nominees of
members at any age; and

(v) the insurance against fire, to any amount
not exceeding seventy-five dollars in
each case, of the tools or implements
of the trade or calling of the members :

Provieo. Provided that no society which contracts
with any person for the assurance of an
annuity exceeding two hundred and fifty
dollars, or of a gross sum exceeding one
thousand dollars, shall be registered under
this Ordinance;
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ing a fund for making loans to the industrious

classes amd taking payment of the loans,

whether by instalments or otherwise, with
1nterest ;

(¢) societies (herein called” building societies) for the
purpose of -raising by subscriptions ofthe
members-thereof a stock or fund jor/ making
adyances to members upon the security of im-
movable property; .

(@) societies (herein called co-operative societies) for
the carrying e of any labour, trade, or handi-
craft, whether wholesale or retail, including
the fafming or cultivation of land and the
manufacture of the produce of-tand;|

(¢) societies (herein called henevolent societies) for any
benevolent or charitable purposes:

(7) societies (herein called working men’s clubs) for
purposes of social intercourse, mutual helpful-
ness, mental and moral improvement, and
rational recreation; and

(9) societies (herein called specially  authorised
societies) for any purpose authorised by the
Governor in Council as a purpose to which the
powers and facilities of this Ordinance ought
to be extended.

4. The Governor in Council may limit the application
of this Ordinance, as regards any specially authorised
society to those of the provisions herein contained specified
in the authority for registering that society.

5. No society for carrying on the business of banking
shall be registered under this Ordinance :

Provided that the taking of deposits of not more than
two dollars in any one payment, or more than one hundred
dollars for any one depositor, payable on not less than two
days’ notice, shall not be deemed to be included in the busi-
ness of banking within the meaning of this Ordinance, if
the society has not any withdrawable share capital.

6.—(1) No member, other than a registered society, shall
have or claim an interest exceeding one thousand dollars in
the funds of any registered society, other than a building
soclety or a co-operative society.

/ (b) societies (herein cia/lled/loan societies) for estahlish-

(b) loan
societies ;

(¢) building

societies ;

(d) co-
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(e) bene-
volent;
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(f) working .*
men’s clubs ;
and
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(2) No member, other than a registered society, shall
have or claim an interest exceeding two thousand dollars
in the funds of any registered building society or co-opera-
tive society.

Registrar of Friendly Societies.

7.—(1) For the purposes of this Ordinance, the Governor
may appoint some fit and proper person (who may be a
public officer) to be the registrar of friendly societies.

(2) For his services the registrar shall be entitled to
demand and receive the fees set forth in the first schedule
hereto :

Provided that the Governor in Council may alter or

cancel those fees or any of them, or impose any additional
fees under this Ordinance.

8. The registrar shall keep his office in the city of
Georgetown.

Q. The registrar shall be furnished with clerical assis-
tance out of any moneys provided by the Legislative Coun-
cil for that purpose.

|
10.—(1) The registrar shall keep a register of all
societies registered under this Ordinance, in the form
approved by the Governor in Council, and shall discharge
all the duties required of him by this Ordinance and by any
regulations made under it .

(2) The registrar shall, with the approval of the
Governor in Council—

(@) prepare and cause to be circulated, for the use of
societies, model forms of accounts, balance
sheets, and valuations;

(b) collect from the returns under this Ordinance and
from other sources, and publish and circulate,
either generally or in any particular district,
or otherwise make known, any information on
the subject of the statistics of sickness and
mortality, and the application thereof to the
business of friendly societies, and from time to
time publish, either gemerally or in particular
districts, any particulars of their returns and
valuations, and any other information useful to
the members of or to persons interested in
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friendly or other societies registered or which
might be registered under this Ordinance, the
registrar from time to time thinks fit; and
(¢) cause to be compiled and published tables for the
payment of sums of money on death, in sick-
ness, or in old age, or on any other contingency
forming the subject of an assurance authorised
under this Ordinance appearing to be calcu-
lable :
Provided that the adoption of the model forms and
tables by any society shall be optional.

11. The registrar shall, in the month of J anuary in every
year, transmit to the Colonial Secretary, to be laid before
the Legislative Council, a report of his proceedings and
of the principal matters transacted by him, and of the
valuations returned to or caused to be made by him, and
generally of the working of this Ordinance. during the
preceding year.

Registration.

12.—(1) Where any number of persons not less than
seven have established or intend to establish a society which
may be registered under this Ordinance, and which they
desire should be so registered, they shall make application
In writing to the registrar for that purpose.

(2) The application shall be signed by at least seven
members, including the secretary.

(3) Two copies of the rules and two lists of the names
of the officers (if any), shall be transmitted to the registrar
together with the application, and shall be signed by the
persons who are required to sign the application.

18. With respect to the registration of societies, the
following provisions shall have effect—

(@) no society shall be registered which does not con-
sist of seven persons at least;

(b) no society shall be registered under a name identi-
cal with that under which any other existing
society is registered, or so nearly resembling
that name as to be likely, or under any name
likely, in the opinion of the registrar, to deceive
the members or the public as to its nature or

Proviso.
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for regis-
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form 1.
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its identity, and no society shall change its
name without the sanction of the registrar as
hereinafter provided;

(¢) a society, other than a benevolent society or a work-
ing men’s club, shall not be disentitled to regis-
tration by reason of any rule for, or practice of,
dividing any part of the funds thereof, if the
rules thereof contain distinct provision for
meeting all claims upon the society existing at
the time of division hefore the division takes
place; and

(d) no society assuring to any member thereof a certain
annuity or certain superannuation, whether
deferred or immediate, shall be registered un-
less the tables of contributions payable for that
kind of assurance are in accordance with those
compiled and published under section ten of
this Ordinance, or, in defaunlt of those tables,
are in accordance with those in use by the
General Post Office in England or have been
certified under the hand of a competent actuary
approved by the registrar, and the certificate,
if any, shall be transmitted to the registrar
together with the copies of the rules as afore-
said.

14. The registrar shall advise with the secretary or other
officer, if necessary, for the purpose of ascertaining whether
the rules are calculated to carry into effect the intentions
and objects of the persons who have formed or desire to
form the society.

15.—(1) The registrar, when satisfied that a society has
complied with the provisions as to registration in force
under this Ordinance, shall enter the society accordingly
in the register, and give to the society an acknowledgment
of registration.

(2) Tf he refuses to register the society, the persens
who signed the application for registration, or any of them,
may, within fourteen days after the refusal has been noti-
fied to any of them, appeal therefrom to the Governor 1n
Council. :

(3) If the refusal to register is overruled on appeal.
an acknowledgment of registration shall thereupon be given
to the society by the registrar,
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(4) The acknowledgment of registration shall be con. Efiecs of
clusive evidence for all purposes that the society therein ﬁ_}"c{gﬁ;ﬁ_
mentioned is duly registered, unless it is proved that the
registration has been suspended or cancelled under the pro-
visions hereinafter contained.

(5) Immediately on giving an acknowledgment of Pfublilmtion

registration to a society, the registrar shall cause it to be ledgment.
published in the Gazette and in a newspaper of the colony.

16. On registering a society, the registrar shall return Disposal of
to the society one of the copies of the rules, and one of the o of ruls
; 3 2 : % ransmitted
lists of the names of the officers, if any, transmitted with with
the application for registration, verified by his signature, °PPlication.

and shall keep the other copy and the other list in his office.

17. On being registered a society shall be bound to Deposit of
deposit the acknowledgment of registration, and the copy ;‘;;;g;;t
of the rules signed by the registrar, in the deeds registry
within one month after receiving them.

18. Any registered society may, by special resolution, Change of
with the approval in writing of the registrar, change its ’;jgﬂ;;f
name; but the change shall not affect any right or liability
of the society or any member thereof, and any pénding
legal proceedings may be continued by or against the
society notwithstanding the change.

Ingorporation.

19.—(1) On registration a society shall, ipso facto, Icue. .-
become and be a body corporate by the name described in ° %%
the acknowledgment of registration, with perpetual suc-
cession and a common seal, and by that name shall be cap-
able of suing and of being sued in all courts of justice and
before all magistrates and justices, and, subject to the
rules of the society, of purchasing, recelving, possessing,
holding, mortgaging, and otherwise dealing with property.

(2) The name of a registered society shall be engraved
on its common seal. ‘

Branches.

20. With respect to societies having branches, the follow- Societies
ing provisions shall have effect :— ' Rening 8
(@) with the application for registration there shall be
transmitted to the registrar—
(i) a list of every branch, and of the place
wherein it is established:

Von. v.—14
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o

Proviso.

(ii) if the rules of all the branches (herein
called branch rules) are or are intended
to be identical, a statement to that
effect, and two copies of those rules;
and

(iii) if the branch rules are not or are not
intended to be identical, a statement
to that effect, and two copies of all
branch rules;

(b) a society having a fund under the control of a
central body to which every branch is bound to-
contribute may be registered as a single society ;

(¢) notice of the establishment of every new branch by
a registered society, and of the place where it is
established, and a statement whether or not the
rules of that branch are identical with those of
the other branches of the society, and, if not so,
two copies of the rules of that branch, shall be
transmitted, under the hand of the secretary, to
the registrar;

(@) until a branch (in the case hereinbefore mentioned)

. has been registered, the society shall not be
entitled to any of the privileges of this Ordi-
nance in respect of that branch, and until a copy
of any amendment of the rules of a branch has
been registered, the amendment shall not take
effect respecting that branch;

(¢) the provisions of this Ordinance as to appeals and
the result thereof, as to amendments of rules, as
to the acknowledgment of registration, and as
to the evidence of registration and of rules,
shall apply to branches and branch rules;

(f) where a society has no fund under the control of a
central body to which every branch is bound to
contribute, every branch is deemed to be, and
must be registered as, a separate society, whether
its rules are identical with those of other
branches or not; and :

(¢) & registered branch shall not be registered as a
society except on production to the registrar of
a certificate, under the hand of the chief secre-
tary or other principal officer of the society, that
the branch has wholly seceded or has been ex-
pelled from the society :

Provided that the like appeal shall lie from
the refusal of the chief secretary or other

!
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principal officer of the society, or from his
omission after one month from the receipt of a
request in writing made on behalf of a branch
to grant the certificate, as from the refusal of
the registrar to register a society.

21. With respect to the conversion of registered societies Cotiversion
into branches, the following provisions shall have effect :— o

(@) a society may, by a resolution passed by not less branches.
than threefourths of the members or delegates
present and entitled to vote at any general meet-
ing, of which notice specifying the intention to
propose the resolution has' been duly given
according to the rules of the society, determine
to become a branch under this Ordinance of
any other registered society, and also, if thought
fit, of any registered branch thereof; and if the
rules of that society do not comply with all the
provisions of this Ordinance and of any regula-
tions made hereunder in respect of the registra-
tion of branches, the meeting at woich the
resolution is passed may amend those rules so
as to hring them in compliance with this Ordi-
nance and those regulations; 2

(0) a copy of the rules of the first-mentioned s
marked to show the amendments, if any, mau.
at the meeting, and two copies of the resolution
aforesaid, and of the amendments of rules, (if
any), each signed by the chairman of the meet-
ing and by the secretary of the society so deter-
mining to become a branch of any other society
and countersigned by the secretary of the Gther
society, shall be transmitted to the registrar,
and if the registrar finds that those rules, with
or without the amendment aforesaid, comply
with the provisions of "this Ordinance and of
the regulations; he shall cancel the registration
of the first-mentioned society and register it as
a branch of the other society, and also, if so
specified in the resolution before-mentioned, of
any branch-of the other society, without further
request or notice, and shall register the amend-
ment of rules without further -application or
evidence, and until the registration the resolu-
tion aforesaid shall not take effect;

VoL, v.—14a
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(¢) no advertisement of any cancellation of registra-
tion under this section shall be requisite; and

(d) the rules of a society which becomes a branch under
this section shall, so far as they are not cohtrary
to any express provision of this Ordinance or of
the regulations aforesaid, and subject to any
amendment thereof as hereinbefore provided,
continue in force as the rules of that brahch
until amended.

Rules.

General 22.—(1) The rules of every society for registration shall,
provisions.  4000rding to the class in which the society is to be registered,
: contain provisions in respect of the several matters men-
Thied ~— tioned in the third schedule hereto.
(2) A copy of the rules of a registered society shall be
delivered by the society to any person on demand, on pay-
ment of a sum not exceeding twenty-four cents.

Amendment:  98,—(1) After the rules of a society have been registered,
the socivty may, by resolution gt a meeting specially called
for that purpose, alter, amend, or revoke them, or any of
them, or make new rules :

FProviso. Pravided that the alteration, amendment, revocation, or

" |le, shall not take effect until it has been registered.

(2) Two copies of the proposed alterations or amend-
ments, or of the new rules, as the case may be, signed by
three members of the society and by the secretary or other
officer, shall be transmitted to the registrar, and to one of
those copies there shall be attached a declaration by the
secretary or one of the officers of the society that in making
the alteration or amendment the rules of the society respect-
ing the making, altering, amending, and revoking of rules
have been duly observed. :

(3) If the registrar is satisfied that the alterations,
amendments, or new rules, are not contrary to the pro-
visions of this Ordinance and have been made in accordance
with the rules, he shall give to the society an acknowledg-

Second ment of registration thereof; and shall return one of the

a5l copies o the society, verified by his signature, and shall

" keep the other, with the declaration annexed, with the
rules of the society in his custody.

(4) The provisions hereinbefore contained relating to
appeals from a refusal to register a society shall apply to
a refusal to register amendments of rules.



FRIENDLY SOCIETIES. CH. 214.

3285

society and the members thereof and all persons, claim-
ing through them respectively, to the same extent as if each
member had subscribed his name and affixed his seal there®
to, and there were in the rules contained a covenant on the
part of himself, his heirs, executors, and administrators,

to conform therewith subJe(,t to the provisions of this
Ordinance.

(2) All moneys payable by a member to the society
shall be deemed to be a debt due from him to the society,
and shall be so recoverable in the magistrate’s court or the
Supreme Court, as the case may be. .

Amalgamation.

25.—(1) Any two or more registered societies may, by
special resolution of both or all of them, become amal-
gamated together as one society, with or without any dis-
solution or division of their funds or the funds of either or
any of them; and any registered society may, by special
resolution, transfer its engagements to any other registered
society undeltakmg to fulfil the engagements o " ~*
society.

(2) A registered society may determine by
resolution to conyert itself into a company, or t
gamate with, or transfer its engagements to, a co
under the COII]!delleS (Consolidation) Ordinance.

(8) No amalgamation or transfer of engagements
shall prejudice any right of a creditor of either or any
registered society which 1s party thereto.

(4) 1f a special resolution for converting a registered
society into a company contains the particulars by the Com-
panies (Consolidation) Ordinance aforesaid required to be
- contained in the memorandum of association of a company,
and a copy thereof has been registered by the registrar,
a copy of the resolution certified by the registrar shall have
the same effect as a memorandum of association duly signed
and attested under that Ordinances

() If a registered society is registered as, or amal-
gamates with, or transfers all its engagements to, a com-
pany, the registration of the society under this Ordinance
shall thereupon be void and shall be cancelled by the
registrar; but the registration of a society as a company
shall not affect any right or claim for the time being sub-
sisting against that society, or any penalty for the time
being incurred by it; and, for the purpose of enforcing
that right, claim, or penalty, the society may be sued and

24 —(1) The rules, when registered, shall bind the Operation.

Amalgama-
tion, conver-
sion, and
transfer of
engagements
of registered
societies :

Chapter 178.
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proceeded against in the same manner as if it had not
become registered as a company; and the right or claim, or
the liability to the penalty, shall have priority, as against
the property of the company, over all other rights or elaims
against or liabilities of the company :

Provided, respecting friendly societies, that—

Proviso. (@) no special resolution by a society for any amalga-
mation or transfer of engagements under this
section shall be valid unless five-sixths in value
(to be calculated as for dissolution) of the
members assent thereto, either at the meetings
at which the resolution is passed and confirmed,
or one of them, or in writing, if those members
were not present thereat, or without the con-
sent in writing of everyone for the time being
receiving or entitled to any relief, annuity, or
other benefit from the funds of the society,
unless his claim is first duly satisfied, or
adequate provision is made for satisfying it.

(b) the provisions hereinafter contained in case of dis-
R solution as to the punishment of officers, and the
remedy of members or persons dissatisfied with
the provision made for satisfying their claims,
shall apply to the case of amalgamation and
transfer of engagements; and
(¢) on the application of the committee of management
of a society desiring to amalgamate or transfer
its engagements notice of the application being
published in the Gazette, the registrar, after
hearing the committee of management and any
other persons whom he considers entitled to be
heard on the application, may, with the consent
of the Governor in Council, order that any of
the consents and conditions prescribed in this
Ordinance, or in any regulations made there-
under, be dispensed with, and may confirm the
amalgamation oz, transfer.
(6) This section shall not apply to branches.

General Provisions.

ceneral ¥ 26. With respect to the duties and obligations of

duties and  registered societies, the following provisions shall have
obliga 10118 i
of registered effect :—

Restalice:: (@) every society shall—
(i) have an office (hereinafter referred to as
“ the registered office ”) to which all
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communications and notices may be
addressed, and notice of the situation
of the office, and of every change
therein, shall be sent to the registrar
and be published in the Gazette;

(11) paint or affix, and keep painted or affixed,
its name on the outside of every office
or place in which the business of the
soclety is carried on, in a conspicuous
position, in letters easily legible, and
have 1ts name mentioned in legible
characters in all notices, advertise-
ments, and other official publications
of the society, and in all bills of ex-
change, promissory notes, indorse-
ments, cheques, and orders for money
or goods purporting to be signed by
or on behalf of the society, and in all
bills of parcels, invoices, receipts, and
letters of credit of the society;

(iii) once at least in every year, submi
accounts for audit, either to o.
the public auditors appointed a
nafter mentioned, or to two or mo.
persons appointed as the rules of the
society prescribe, and the auditor or
auditors shall have access to all the
books and accounts of the society, and
shall examine the general statement of
the receipts and expenditure, funds
and effects, of the society, and verify
the statement with the accounts and
vouchers relating thereto, and shall
either sign it as found by him or them
to be correct, duly vouched, and in
accordance with law, or specially
report to the society wherein he or they
finds or find it incorrect, unvouched,
or not in accordance with law;

(iv) once in every year, before the first day of
June, send to the registrar a general
statement (to be called “ the annual
return ”’) of the receipts and expendi-
ture, funds and effects, of the society
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as audited, and the statement shall
show separately the expenditure in
respect of the several objects of the
society, and shall be made out to the
thirty-first day of December then last
inclusively, and shall state the name,
address, and calling or profession, of
each auditor, and the manner in which
and the authority under which he was
appointed; and together therewith
shall send a copy of the auditor’s
report;

(v) within six months after the thirty-first

day of December, eighteen hundred
and ninety-two, and so again within
six months after the expiration of
every five years succeeding, send to the
registrar a return (to be called “ the
quinquennial return”) of the sickness
and mortality experienced by the
society during the five years ending
with the thirty-first day of December
last past; and an abstract of the
returns shall be transmitted by the
registrar to the Colonial Secretary, to
be laid before the Legislative Council;

(vi) once at least in every five years, either

cause its assets and liabilities to be
valued, by one of the public valuers
appointed as hereinafter mentioned,
or by a valuer to be appointed by the
society, and send to the registrar a
report, signed by the valuer, and stat-
ing his address and calling or profes-
sion, on the cohdition of the society,
and an abstract to be made by him
of the results of his valuation, together
with a return containing information
with respect to the benefits assured and
the contributions receivable by the
society, and to its funds and effects,
debts and credits, which the registrar
from time to time requires, or send to
the registrar a return of the benefits

assured and contributions receivable
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from all the members of the society,
and of all its funds and effects, debts
and credits, accompanied by any
evidence in support thereof prescribed
by the registrar, in which case the
registrar shall cause the assets and
liabilities of the society to be valued
and reported on by some actuary, and
shall send to the society a copy of his
report and an abstract of the results
of his valuation:

(vii) allow any member or person having an
interest in the funds of the society to
inspect its books at all reasonable
hours at its registered office or any
place where they are kept, except that
that member or person, unless he is an
officer of the society or is specially
authorised by a resolution of the
society to do so, shall not have the right
to inspect the loan account of any
other member without the other
member’s written consent ;

(viii) supply gratuitously every member or
person interested in the funds of the
soclety, on his application, with a copy
of the last annual return of the society
for the time being :

Provided that it shall be deemed a eroviso-
sufficient compliance with this re-
quirement if the society supplies
gratuitously every member or person
interested with a balance sheet or other
document, duly audited, containing
the same particulars as to its receipts
and expenditure, funds and effects, as
are contained in the annual return:
and

(ix) keep a copy of the last annual balance
sheet for the time being, and of the
last quinquennial valuation for the
time being, together with the report
of the auditor or auditors, if any,
always hung up or deposited in a
conspicuous place at the registered
office.
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Proviso :

(b) no

Paragraph («) shall apply to a registered
branch of a society as if it were a registered
society, except that every notice, copy of a
resolution, and annual return thereby required
to be sent to the registrar shall be sent through
an officer appointed in that behalf by the society
of which the branch forms part;

society shall pay any sum of money upon the
death of a member or other person whose death
is or ought to be entered in any register of
deaths, except upon the production of a certi-
ficate of the death under the hand of the person
having the care of the register of deaths in
which the death is or ought to be entered :

Provided that this paragraph shall not apply
to deaths at sea;

(¢) it shall be an offence under this Ordinance if any

registered society, or any officer or member
thereof—

(i) fails to give notice, send or transmit any
return or document, or do or allow to
be done any act or thing which the
society, officer, or person, is by this
Ordinance, or by any regulation made
thereunder, required to give, send,
transmit, do, or allow to be done; or

(i1) wilfully refuses or neglects to do any act
or to furnish any information required
for the purposes of this Ordinance
by the registrar or other person
authorised under this Ordinance, or
does any act or thing forbidden by this
Ordinance or by any regulation made
thereunder; or

(iii) makes any return or wilfully furnishes
information in any respect false or
insufficient ;

(d) every offence by a society under this Ordinance

shall be deemed to have been also committed by
every officer thereof bound by its rules to fulfil
any duty whereof the offence is a breach, or,
if there is not that officer, then by every member
of the committee of management of the society,
unless the member is proved to have been
ignorant of or to have attempted to prevent the
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commission of the offence; and every act or
default under this Ordinance constituting an
offence shall, if continued, constitute a new
offence in every week during which it continues:

(¢) every annual or other return, abstract of valuation,
and other document required for the purposes
of this Ordinance shall be made in the form
and contain the particulars prescribed by the
registrar; and

(f) all documents by this section required to be sent
to the registrar shall be deposited with the rules
of the societies to which they respectively relate,
and shall be registered or recorded by the
registrar, with any observations thereon he
thinks proper :

Provided that the registrar may, with the Provis.
approval of the Governor in Council, dispense
with the quinquennial return and with the valu-
ation herein required in respect of societies to
whose purposes or to the nature of whose opera-
tions he deems them inapplicable; and may also
dispense with the quinquennial return in cases
where, at the request of a society, by inspection
of the books thereof by himself or by any person
appointed by him for that purpose, he obtains
information he deems sufficient of the sickness
and mortality experienced by the society; and
the provisions herein contained with respect to
the quinquennial return and valuation shall not
apply to benevolent societies or working men’s
clubs, or to specially authorised societies, unless
it is so directed in the authority for registering
them.

27. A person under the age of twenty-one years but above Membership
the age of sixteen years may be a member of a registered °f fsnts:
society, unless provision is made in the rules thereof to the
contrary, and may, subject to the rules of the society, enjoy
all the rights of a member (except as herein provided), and
execute all instruments, and give all acquittances necessary
to be executed or given under the rules, but shall not be
a member of the committee of management, manager, or
treasurer of the society :

Provided that—

(@) societies and branches, consisting wholly of
members of any age under twenty-one years,

Proviso.
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(b) no

28. For

but exceeding three years, may be allowed to
register under this Ordinance, subject to regu-
lations made in that behalf; and o
rule or practice in force at the commencement
of this Ordinance for the admission of members
under sixteen years of age shall be deemed con-
trary to any express provision of this Ordi-
nance touching any society already in-
corporated.

the purposes of this Ordinance, a certificate of

the birth or death of any member of, or person insured or
to be insured with, a registered society shall be given under
his hand by the person having the care of the register of
births or deaths in which the birth or death is entered, for
a sum not exceeding two shillings.

BART AL,
MANAGEMENT AND ADMINISTRATION.

29. With respect to officers of registered societies hav-

ing receipt or charge of money, the following provisions
having charge Shall have effect :—

(a) every officer, if the rules of the society so require,

(b) no

shall, before taking upon himself the execution
of his office, give the security required by
the committee of management of the society,
in an obligation by himself and one or more
sureties, or give the security of a guarantee
society, in the sum directed by the committee of
management, for his rendering a just and true
account of all moneys received and paid by him
on account of the society at the times appointed
by its rules, or when the committee of manage-
ment thereof requires him to do so, and for the
payment by him of all sums due from him to the
society ;

one who enters into the obligation as surety,
and no guarantee society which gives the
security, shall be entitled to the benefit of any
exception or shall be permitted in any action or
proceeding thereon to rely on any exception or
matter of defence, except that the principal has
performed his obligation; and

(¢) every officer, or his executors or administrators

shall, at the times when, by the rules of the
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society, he should render account, or upon
demand made or notice in writing given or left
at his last or usual place of residence, give in
his account as required by the society or by the
committee of management thereof, to be
examined and allowed or disallowed by them,
and shall, on the like demand or notice, pay over
all moneys and deliver all property for the time
being in his custody or possession to the person
appointed by the society or the committee of
management; and, in case of any refusal or
neglect to deliver the account, or to pay over
the moneys, or to deliver the property in
manner aforesaid, the society may sue upon the
obligation or security before-mentioned or
may apply to a magistrate, whose order shall
be final and conclusive.

30. On the death or insolvency of any officer of a regis-
tered society having in his custody or possession, by virtue
of his office, any money or property belonging to the
society, or if any execution, attachment, or other process is
1ssued against that officer or against his property, his heirs,
executors, or administrators, or assignee in insolvency, or
the marshal or other person executing the process, shall,
upon demand in writing of any person authorised by the
society, or by the committee of management thereof, to
make the demand, pay the money and deliver over the pro-
perty to the committee of management of the society in
preference to any other debts or claims against the estate
of the officer.

31. Anyone who obtains possession, by false representa-
tion or imposition, of any property of a registered society,
or, having the property in his possession, withholds or
misapplies it, or wilfully applies any part of it to
purposes other than those expressed or directed in the
rules of the society and authorised by this Ordinance.
shall, on the complaint of the society or of any member
authorised by the society or by the committee of manage-
ment thereof, or, in the case of a branch, on the complaint
of the central body of the society of which the branch
forms part, or of any member of the society or
branch authorised by the central body, or, in any case,
on the complaint of any member of the society or branch
authorised by the registrar, or of the registrar, be liable to
a penalty not exceeding one hundred dollars, and to be

Priority of
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registered
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Fraud or mis-
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with respect
to property
of registered
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ordered to deliver up the property and to repay all moneys
applied improperly, and, in default of delivery or repay-
ment or of the payment of the penalty and costs aforesaid,
to be imprisoned, with or without hard labour, for any
term not exceeding three months; but nothing herein con-
tained shall prevent the person from being prosecuted by
way of indictment or otherwise, if not previously convicted
of the same offence under the provisions of this Ordinance.

CONTRACTS.

382.—(1) Contracts on behalf of a registered society may
be made, varied, or discharged as follows:—

(a) any transport, mortgage, or contract which, if
made between private persons, would be by law.
required to be in writing, and any document
required to be executed by the society, may be
passed, received, or executed, on behalf of the
society in writing, either under the common
seal of the society, or under the signature of two
members of the committee of management and
the secretary, and may in the same manner be
varied or discharged;

(b) any contract which, if made between private per-
sons, would be by law required to be in writing
and signed by the person to be charged there-
with, may be made on behalf of the society in
writing by any person acting under the express
or implied authority of the society, and may in
the same manner be varied or discharged;

(¢) any contract which, if made between private per-
sons, would be by law valid though made by
parol only and not reduced into writing, may be
made by parol on behalf of the society by any
person acting under the express or implied
authority of the society, and may in the same
manner be varied or discharged; and

(d) asignature purporting to be made by a person hold-
ing any office in the society attached to a writing
whereby any contract purports to be made,
varied, or discharged, by or on behalf of the
society, shall prima facie be taken to be the
signature of a personwho, at the time when the
signature was made, holds the office so stated.

(2) All contracts made, varied, or discharged accord-
ing to the provisions herein contained shall, so far as con-
cerns the form thereof, be effectual in law and binding on
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the society and all other parties thereto, their heirs, execu-
tors, or administrators, as the case may be.

ProPERTY AND FunDs.

33. With respect to the property and funds of registered
societies, the following provisions shall have effect :——

(@) the committee of management of the society, or a
majority of the members thereof present and
entitled to vote in general meeting, may from
time to time invest the funds of the society, or
any part thereof, to any amount in any of the
following ways :—-

(i) 1n any government or post office savings
bank in the colony;

(1) in any imperial or colonial government,
funds;

(ii1) in the purchase of land, and in the erec-

tion or alteration of offices or other

buildings thereon ; and

(iv) upon any other security expressly directed
by the rules of the society, not being
personal security, except as herein-
after authorised with respect to loans;

(6) a society, or any branch of a society, may (if the
rules thereof so provide) hold, purchase, or take
on lease any land, and may sell, exchange, mort-
gage, lease, or build upon the same (with
power to alter and pull down buildings and
again rebuild), and no purchaser, assignee,
mortgagee, or tenant shall be bound to inquire
as to the authority for any sale, exchange,
mortgage, or lease by the committee of manage-
ment, and the receipt of the members of the com-
mittee of management, or of a majority thereof,
shall be a discharge for all moneys arising from
or in connection with the sale, exchange, mort-
gage, or lease;

(¢) for the purposes of this section, no branch of a
registered society need be separately registered
and

(d) any other body corporate may, if its regulations
so allow, hold shares in a society by its corporate
name.

Property and
funds of
registered
societies.



3296 CH. 214. FRIENDLY SOCIETIES.

Loans AND PAYMENTS.
Loans to 34. With respect to loans to members of registered

members of

remmiored  Societies, the following provisions shall have effect :

Eogieuies (@) not more than one-half of the amount of an assur-
ance on the life of a member of at least one full
year’s standing may be advanced to him, on the
written security of himself and two satisfactory
sureties for repayment; and the amount
advanced, with all interest thereon, may be
deducted from the sum assured, without pre-
judice in the meantime to the operation of the
security; and

(b) 2 society, not being a building society, may, out of
any separate loan fund to be formed by contri-
butions or deposits of its members, make loans
to its members on their personal security, with
or without sureties, as provided by the rules,
subject to the following restrictions:—

(i) no loan can at any time be made out of
moneys contributed for the other pur-
poses of the society;

(ii) no member shall be capable of holding any
interest in the loan fund exceeding one
thousand dollars;

(iii) no society shall make any loan to a
member on personal security beyond
the amount fixed by the rules, or make
any loan which, together with any
moneys for the time being owing by a
member to the society, exceeds two
hundred and fifty dollars; and

(iv) mo society shall hold at any one time on
deposit from its members any moneys
bevond the amount fixed by the rules.
which shall not exceed two-thirds of
the total sums for the time being owing
to the society by the members who have
borrowed from the loan fund:

Froviso. Provided that nothing in this paragraph shall be con-
strued to require a loan society to form a separate loan
fund.

ool 35. The rules of a society may provide for accumulating

tion ab

st of | at interest, for the use of any member thereof, any surplus

e OBl of his contributions to the funds of the society remaining
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after providing for any assurance in respect of which they
are paid, and for the withdrawal of the accumulations from
time to time.

86.—(1) No member of a registered friendly society, nor
any person claiming through a member, shall be entitled to
receive more than two hundred and fifty dollars a year by
way of annuity, or one thousand dollars by way of gross
sum, together with any bonuses or additions declared upon
assurances not exceeding that amount, from any one or
more societies.

(2) The society may require a member, or person
claiming through a member, to make and sign a declaration
that the total amount to which he is entitled from one or
more of those societies does not exceed the sums aforesaid :
and anyone who knowingly makes a false or fraundulent
declaration in the matter shall be guilty of a misdemeanour.

37. With respect to payments on the death of children
under five or ten years of age, the following provisions shall
have effect :—

(¢) no society shall insure or pay on the death of a
child under five years of age any sum of money
which, added to any amount payable on the
death of the child by any other society, exceeds
twenty dollars, or on the death of a child under
ten years of age any sum of money which, added
to any amount payable on the death of the child
by any other society, exceeds thirty dollars:

(b) no society shall pay any sum on the death of a child
under ten years of age except to the parent of
the child or to the personal representative of
the parent, and upon the production by the
parent or his personal representative of a certifi-
cate of death issued by the persons having the
lawful care of the register of deaths in which
the death is or should be entered, containing
the particulars hereinafter mentioned:

(¢) whenever application is made for a certificate of
the death of a child for the purpose of obtain-
ing a sum of money from a society, the name of
the society and the sum sought to be obtained
therefrom shall be stated to the person afore-
said, who shall write on or at the foot of the
certificate the words “to be produced to the

: society ' (naming the society)
“said to be liable for payment of the sum
Von. v.—15
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of * (stating the sum), and all
certificates of the same death shall be numbered
in consecutive order, and the sum charged by
the person aforesaid for each certificate shall
not exceed twenty-four cents;

(d) no person aforesaid shall give any one or more

certificates of death for the payment in the
whole of any sum of money exceeding twenty
dollars on the death of a child under five years,
or for the payment in the whole of any sum of
money exceeding thirty dollars on the death of
a child under ten years; and the certificate shall
not be granted unless the cause of death has
been previously entered in the register of
deaths on the certificate of a coroner or of a
registered medical practitioner who attended
the deceased child during its last illness, or .
except upon the production of a certificate of the
probable cause of death under the hand of a
registered medical practitioner, or of other
satisfactory evidence thereof ;

(¢) any society to which is produced a certificate of the

death of a child which does not purport to be
the first shall, before paying any money thereon,
be bound to inquire whether any (and, if any,
what) sums of money have been paid on the
death of the child by any other society;

(f) it shall be an offence under this Ordinance—

(i) if any society pays money on the death of
a child under ten years of age other-
wise than is hereby provided; and

(i) if any parent, or any personal representa-
tive of a parent, claiming money on the
death of a child, produces any certifi-
cate of the death other than is herein
provided to the society or societies
from which the money is claimed, or
produces a false certificate or one

~ fraudulently obtained, or in any way
attempts to defeat the provisioms of
this Ordinance with respect to pay-
ments upon the death of children; and

{¢) nothing in this section shall apply to insurances on

the lives of children of any age, where the per-
son insuring has an interest in the life of the
person insured.
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38.—(1) A member of a registered society (other than a
benevolent society or a working men’s club), not being
under the age of sixteen years, may, by writing under his
or her hand delivered at or sent to the registered office of
the society, nominate anyone, not being an officer or servant
of the society, unless that officer or servant is the wife,
hushand, father, mother, child, brother, sister, nephew, or
niece of the nominator, to whom any moneys payable by
the society on the death of the member (which shall include
deposits made by the member under section thirty-four of
this Ordinance, and moneys accumulated for the use of
the member under section thirty-five of this Ordinance,
with the interest on those deposits or moneys respec-
tively), not exceeding five hundred dollars, shall be
paid at his or her decease, and may from time to time
revoke or vary the nomination by a writing under his
or her hand similarly delivered orsent: and, on recelving
satisfactory proof of the death of a nominator, the society
shall pay to the nominee the amount due to the deceased
member, not exceeding the sum aforesaid.

(2) A nomination may be partly printed, and, if made
in a hook kept at the registered office of the society, shall
be taken to be delivered at that office.

(3) Every registered society shall keep a book wheremn
the names of all persons so nominated shall be regularly
entered, and the shares comprised in a nomination shall be
transferable to the nominee although the rules of the society
declare its shares to be generally not transferable ; and, on
receiving satisfactory proof of the death of a nominator,
the society shall either transfer the shares in the manner
directed in the nomination, or pay to every person entitled
thereunder the full value of his interest, at its option,
unless the shares, if transferred to a nominee, would raise
his interest in the society to an amount exceeding the
amount hereinbefore specified in respect of that society, in
which case the society shall pay him the full value of those
shares, not exceeding the sum aforesaid.

39. If any member of a registered society who is entitled
from the funds thereof to a sum not exceeding two hundred
and fifty dolars dies intestate and without having made
any nomination under this Ordinance remaining unrevoked
at his death, that sum shall be payable, without administra.
tion, to the person who appears to the society, upon
evidence it deems satisfactory, to be entitled by law to
receive it.

Von. v.—154
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40. Whenever the society, after the decease of any
member, pays any sum of money to the person who at the
time appears to the society to be entitled under either of the
last two preceding sections, the payment shall be valid and
effectual against any demand made upon the society by
anyone else.

\

41. Nothing in this Ordinance shall prevent any regis-
tered society or branch from contributing to the funds or
taking part, by delegates or otherwise, in the government
of any other registered society or branch, as provided in
the rules of the first named society or branch, without
becoming a branch under this Ordinance of the other
society or branch.

49. A registered society may subscribe, out of its own
funds, to any hospital, infirmary, or charitable or provi-
dent institution, any annual or other sum necessary to
secure to members of the society and their families the
benefits of the hospital, infirmary, or institution, according
to its rules. ‘

DisPUTES AND LEGAL PROCEEDINGS.

43. Every dispute between a member, or a person claim-
ing through a member or under the rules, of a registered
society and the society or any officer thereof, or between
any registered branch under this Ordinance, or an officer
thereof, of any registered society or registered branch, and
the registered society or branch of which the other party to
the digpute is a registered branch or an officer thereof, or
between any two or more registered branches of any regis-
tered society or branch or any officers thereof, respectively,
shall be decided in manner directed by the rules of the
society, and the decision so made shall be binding and con-
clusive on all parties without appeal, and shall not be
removable into any court of justice or restrainable by
injunction; and application for the enforcement thereof
may be made to the magistrate’s court :

Provided that—

(a) the parties to a dispute in a society may, by con-
sent (unless the rules of the society expressly
forbid it), refer the .dispute to the registrar,
who shall, with the consent of the Governor in
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Council, hear and determine the dispute, and
shall have power to order the expenses of deter-
mining it to be paid either out of the funds of
the society or by such parties to the dispute as
he think fit, and the determination and order
shall have the same effect and be enforceable in
like manner as a decision made in the manner
directed by the rules of the society ;

(b) the registrar may administer oaths, and may
require the attendance of all parties concerned
and of witnesses, and the production of all hooks
and documents relating to the matter in quies-
tion; and any person refusing to attend, or to
produce any document, or to give evidence
before the registrar shall be guilty of an offence
under this Ordinance:

(¢) where the rules of a society direct that disputes
shall be referred to a magistrate, the dispute
shall be determined by a magistrate’s court,
either with or without the right of appeal to the
Supreme Court, as provided by the rules:

() where the rules contain no direction as to disputes,

" or where no decision is made on a dispute
within forty days after application to the
society for a reference under its rules, the
member or person aggrieved may apply to a
magistrate’s court, which may hear and deter-
mine the matter in dispute;

(e) the registrar or the magistrate, as the case may be,
may, at the request of either party, state a case
for the opinion of the Supreme Court on any
question of law; and,

(f) subject to the provisions of paragraph (c), any
decision given under this section shall be bind-
ing and conclusive on all parties without
appeal.

44—(1) In any legal proceeding by a registered
society, the power ad litem may he signed by any two
members of the committee of management.

(2) In any legal proceeding against a registered
society, service of process on the secretary or on any
member of the committee of management shall be deemed
sufficient service.

Legal pro-
ceedings by
and against
registered
society.



3302

0H. 214. PRIENDLY SOCIETIES.

Direction by

registrar of
inspection of
affairs of
registered
society :

Proviso.

INSPECTION OF AFFAIRS, ETC.

45. On the application of not less than one-fifth of the
whole number of members of a registered society, or of not
less than one hundred members in the case of a registered
society having more than one thousand members, the regis-
trar may, with the consent of the Governor in Council,—

(¢) appoint one or more inspectors to examine into the
affairs of the society, and to report thereon, and
the inspector or inspectors may require the pro-
duction of all or any of the books and documents
of the society, and may examine upon oath its
officers, members, agents, and servants in rela-
tion to its business, and may administer the oath
accordingly ; and

(b) call a special meeting of the society in the manner
and at the time and place he thinks fit, and may
direct what matters shall be discussed and deter-
mined at that meeting, which shall have all the
powers of a meeting called according to the rules
of the society and in all cases have power to
appoint its own chairman, any rule of the society
to the contrary notwithstanding :

Provided that—

(i) the application herein mentioned shall be sup-
ported by the evidence required and directed by
the registrar for the purpose of showing that
the applicants have good reason for requesting
that the inspection be made or the meeting
called, and that they are not actuated by
malicious motives in their application, and such
notice thereof shall be given to the society, as
required and directed by the registrar;

(i) the registrar may, if he thinks fit, require the appli-
cants to give security for the costs of the pro-
posed inspection or meeting, before appointing
any inspector or calling the meeting;

(iii) all expenses of and incidental to the inspection or
meeting shall be defrayed by the members
applying for it, or out of the funds of the
society, or by the members or officers, or former
members or officers, of the society, in the propor-
tions directed by the registrar; and

(iv) this section shall not apply to a society having
branches, except with the consent of the central
body of that society.
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46. With respect to special resolutions by registered
societies, the following provisions shall have effect -

(@) a special resolution is one which is passed by a
majority of not less than threc-fourths of the
members of a society, for the time bein g entitled
under the rules of the society to vote, present in
person or by proxy (where the rules allow
proxies), at any general meeting of which notice
specifying the intention to propose the resolu-
tion has heen duly given according to the rules,
and which resolution is confirmed by a majority
of those members, for the time being entitled
under the rules to vote, who are present in
person or by proxy (where the rules allow
proxies) at a subsequent general meeting of
which notice has been duly given, held not less
than fourteen days or more than one month from
the day of the meeting at which the resolution
was first passed;

(6) at any meeting mentioned in this section, &
declaration by the chairman that the resolution
has been carried shall be deemed conclusive
evidence of the fact; and

(¢) a copy of every special resolution, signed by the
chairman of the meeting and countersigned by
the secretary of the society, shall be sent to the
registrar and be registered by him, and until the

Passing and
registration
of special
resolutions.

copy is so registered the special resolution shall -

not take effect.

RS R
SUSPENSION AND DISSOLUTION,

4'7. With respect to the cancellation or suspension of the
registration of societies, the following provisions shall have
effect : —

() the registrar may, or, in the case hereinafter men-
tioned in paragraph (iii) shall, by writing
under his hand, cancel the registration of a
soclety—

(i) if he thinks fit, at the request of a society,
to be evidenced in the manner he
directs, or

(i1) with the approval of the Governor in
Council, on proof, to his satisfaction,

Cancellation
Or suspension
of registration
of societies.
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that a certificate of registration has
been obtained by fraud or mistake, or
that a society exists or is used for an
illegal or improper purpose, or has
wilfully, and after notice from him,
violated any of the provisions of this
Ordinance, or has ceased to exist; or
(iii) by the direction of the (Governor in
Uouncil,on proof, to the satisfaction of
the Governor in Council, that a society
exists or is used for an illegal or im-
proper purpose;

(0) the registrar, wherever he might, with the approval

or by the direction of the Governor in Council,
cancel the registration of a society, may or
shall, with or by the like approval or direction,
by writing under his hand suspend the registra-
tion, for any term not exceeding three months,
and may or shall, with or by the like approval
or direction, renew the suspension from time to
time for the like period;

| . 5 ‘ :
(¢) not less than two months’ previous notice 1n Writ-

ing, specifying briefly the ground of any pro-
posed cancellation or suspension of registra-
tion, shall be given by the registrar to a society
before the registration can be cancelled (except
at its request) or suspended ; and notice of every
cancellation or suspension shall be published 1n
the Gazette and in a newspaper circulating in
the county in which the registered office of the
society is situate, as soon as practicable after
the same takes place;

(d) a society may appeal from the cancellation of its

registration, or from any suspension of the
registratbn which is renewed after six months,
in manner hereinbefore provided for appeals
from the refusal of the registrar to register a
society; and

(¢) a society whose registration has been cancelled or

suspended shall, from the time of the cancella-
tion or suspension (but if suspended, only while
the suspension lasts, and subject also to the
right of appeal hereby given) absolutely cease to
enjoy as a registered society the privileges
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thereof, but without prejudice to any liability
-actually incurred by the society, which may be
enforced against the society as if the suspension
or cancellation had not occurred.

48. With respect to the dissolution of registered
societies, the following provisions shall have effect :—
(#) a society may terminate or be dissolved in any of
the following ways:—

(1) upon the happening of any eveut declared
by the rules to be the termination of the
society ;

(i1) respecting all societies other than societies
having shares and friendly societies,
by the consent of not less than three-
fourths of the members, testified by
their signatures to the instrument of
dissolution ;

(i11) respecting societies having shares, by the
consent of members holding not less
than two-thirds of the number of
shares in the society, testified by their
signatures to the instrument of dis-
solution ;

(1v) respecting friendly societies, by the con-
sent of not less than five-sixths in value
of the members (including honorary
members, if any), testified by their
signatures to the instrument of dis-
solution, and also by the consent in
writing of everyone for the time being
receiving or entitled to any relief,
annuity, or other benefit from the
funds of the society, unless his claim
1s first duly satisfied, or adequate pro-
vision is made for satisfying it, and,
in the case of a branch, with the con-
sent of the central body of the society
or in accordance with the general rules
of the society; and

(v). by the award of the registrar in the cases
hereinafter specified;

() the instrument of dissolution shall set forth—

(1) the liabilities and assets of the society in
detail;

Dissolution
of registered
societies :
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(ii) the number of members and the nature of
their interests in the society respec-
tively; '

(iii) the claims of creditors, if any, and the
provision to be made for their pay-
ment; and

(iv) the intended appropriation or division of
the funds and property of the society,
unless that is stated in the instrument
of dissolution to be left to the award of
the registrar;

(c) alterations in the instrument of dissolution may be

made with the like consents as hereinbefore pro-
vided, testified in the same manner;

(d) a declaration in writing shall be made by three

members and the secretary of the society that
the provisions of this Ordinance have been
observed, and shall be sent to the registrar with
the instrument of dissolution; and any person
who knowingly makes a false or fraudulent
declaration in the matter shall be guilty of a
‘misdemeanour;

(¢) the instrument of dissolution, and all alterations

therein, shall be registered in manner herein-
before provided for the registration of rules,
and shall be binding upon all the members of
the society ;

(f) the registrar shall cause a notice of the dissolution

to be notified at the expense of the society, in
the manner hereinafter provided for notifying
an award of the registrar for dissolution; and
unless, within three months of the date of the
Gazette in which the notification appears, a
member, or other person interested in or having
any claim on the funds of the society, com-
mences proceedings to set aside the dissolution
of the society, and the dissolution is set aside
accordingly, the society shall be legally dis-
solved from the date of that notification, and
the requisite consents to the instrument of dis-
solution shall be considered to have been duly
obtained, without proof of the signatures
thereto;

(¢) respecting friendly societies—

(i) the value of members shall be ascertained
by giving one vote to every member,
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and an additional vote for every five
years that he has been a member, but
to no one member more than five votes
in the whole;

(11) no instrument of dissolution shall direct
or contain any provision for an appro-
priation or division of the funds of the
society, or any part thereof, otherwise
than for the purpose of carrying into
effect the objects of the society as
declared in the rules thereof, unless
the claim of every member or person
claiming any relief, annuity, or other
benefit from the funds thereof, is first
duly satisfied or adequate provision is
made for satisfying that claim;

(i11) any officer or person who aids or abets in
the dissolution of a society, other-
wise than as in this Ordinance pro-
vided, shall be liable to a penalty not
exceeding twenty-five dollars; and Penalty ;

(iv) 1f any member of a dissolved society, or
any person claiming any relief,
annuity, or other benefit from the
funds thereof, is dissatisfied with the
provision made for satisfying his
claim, that member or other person
may apply to the magistrate’s court of
the district within which the chief
or any other place of business of the
society 1s situate for relief or other
order, and the court shall have the
same powers in the matter as in regard
to the settlement of disputes under
this Ordinance;

() respecting dissolutions and the distribution of
funds upon the award of the registrar :—

(1) on the application of not less than one-fifth
of the whole number of members of any
registered society, or of not less than
one hundred members in the case of a
society having more than one thousand
members, made in writing under their
hands, setting forth that the funds of
the society are insufficient to meet the
existing claims thereon, or’that the
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(i) if,

rates of contribution fixed in the rules
of the society are insufficient to cover
the benefits assured by it, and the
grounds upon which the insufficiency
1s alleged, and requesting an investi-
gation into the affairs of the society
with a view to the dissolution thereof,
the registrar may, by himself or by any
actuary, or public auditor, or other
person whom he appoints in writing
under his hand, investigate the affairs
of the society, giving, nevertheless, not
less than two month’s previous notice
in writing to the society whose affairs
are to be investigated at its registered
office ;

on the investigation, it appears that
the funds of the society are insufficient
to meet the existing claims thereon, or
that the rates of contribution fixed 1
the rules of the society are insufficient
to cover the benefits assured to be
given by it, the registrar may,. if he
considers it expedient to do so, award
that the society shall be dissolved, and
its affairs wound up, and shall direct
in what manner the assets of the
society shall be appropriated or
divided :

Provided that the registrar may sus-
pend his award for any period he
deems necessary to enable the society
to make the alterations and adjust-
ment of contributions and benefits
which will, in his judgement, prevent
the necessity of the award of dissolu-
tion being made;

(iii) the registrar, when proceeding under

this section, shall have all the same
powers and authorities, enforceable
by the same penalties, as in the case
of a dispute referred to him under this
Ordinance;

(iv) every award under this section, whether

for dissolution or distribution of
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funds, shall be final and conclusive on
the society in respect of which it is
made, and on all members of the
society and other persons having any
claims on the funds thereof, without
appeal, and shall be enforced in the
same manner as a decision on a dispute
under this Ordinance; and ~ the
expenses of every investigation and
award, and of publishing every notice
of dissolution, shall be paid out of the
funds of the society before any other
appropriation thereof shall be made:
and

(v) notice of any award for dissolution shall,
within twenty-one days after it has
been made, be given by the registrar
in the Gazette and in a newspaper
circulating in the county in which the
registered office of the society is
situate and unless, within three
months from the date of the Gazette
in which the notice appears, a mem-
ber, or other person interested in or
having any claim on the funds of the
society, commences proceedings to set
aside the ‘dissolution of the society
consequent upon the award, and the
dissolution is set aside accordingly,
the society shall be legally dissolved
from the date of that notice, and the
requisite consents to the application
to the registrar shall be considered to
have been duly obtained, without
proof of the signatures thereto:

(7) this section shall not apply to a society having |
branches, except with the consent of the central

body of that society; and

(%) notice shall be sent to the registrar of any pro-
ceeding to set aside the dissolution of a society
or branch, not less than seven days before it is
commenced by the person taking that proceed-
ing, and of any order setting a dissolution aside
by the society or branch, within seven days
after that order has been made. '
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49, When a society is dissolved and its affairs are wound
up under the last preceding section, the liability of present
or past members of the society to contribute for payment
of the debts and liabilities of the society, the expenses of
winding-up, and the adjustment of the rights of contribu-
tories amongst themselves shall be qualified as follows :—

(z) no individual, society, or company, who or which
has ceased to be a member for one year or
upwards prior to the commencement of the
winding-up shall be liable to contribute;

(b) no individual, society, or company, shall be liable
to contribute in respect of any debt or liability
contracted after he or it ceased to be a member;

(¢) no individual, society, or company, not a member
shall be liable to contribute, unless it appears
that the contributions of the existing members
are insufficient to satisfy the just demands on
the society;

(d) no contribution shall be required from any indi-
vidual, society, or company, exceeding the
amount (if any) unpaid on the shares in respect
of which he or it is liable as a past or present
member; and

() an individual, society, or company, shall be taken
to have ceased to be a member, in respect of
any withdrawable share withdrawn, from the
date of the notice or application for with-

drawal.
PART IV.
MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS.
Offences.

50. Everyone who wilfully makes, or orders or allows
to be made, any entry or erasure on, or any omission from,
any balance sheet of a registered society, or in or from any
contribution or collecting book of a registered society, or in
or from any return or document required to be sent, pro-
duced, or delivered, for the purposes of this Ordinance,
with intent to falsify it or to evade any of the provisions
of this Ordinance, shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding
two hundred and fifty dollars, recoverable on the complaint
of the registrar, or of the society, or of any person
aggrieved.
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51.—(1) Any officer of a registered society, or any person
on behalf of a registered society, who— ;

(@) uses any seal purporting to be the seal of the soclety,
whereon its name is not so engraved as herein-
before provided ; or

(b) issues or authorises the issue of any notice, adver-
tisement, or other official publication of the
society, or signs or authorises to be signed on
behalf of the society any bill of exchange,
promissory note, indorsement, cheque, or order
for money or goods; or

(¢) issues or authorises the issue of any bill of parcels,
mvoice, receipt, or letter of credit, of the
soclety, wherein its name is not mentioned in
manner aforesaid,

shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding two hundred and
fifty dollars, and shall further he personally liable to the
holder of the bill of exchange, promissory note, cheque, or
order for money or goods, for the amount thereof, unless
it is duly paid by the society.

(2) The penalty shall be recoverable on the complaint
of the registrar, or of any officer of police, or of anyone
aggrieved.

52. Every society, or officer or member of a society, or
other person guilty of an offence under this Ordinance for
which no penalty is expressly provided by this Ordinance
shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty-five dollars.

53. Where in this Ordinance it is enacted that any pro-
ceeding may be had or taken before a magistrate or in a
magistrate’s court, every magistrate or magistrate’s court
shall, unless the contrary is expressed or implied, have full
power and jurisdiction to entertain the proceeding and
determine the matter involved.

54. Everyone who, with intent to mislead or defraud,—
(2) gives to any member of a registered society, or to
any person intending or applying to become a
member thereof, a copy of any rules, or of any
alterations or amendments of the rules other
than those respectively which have been regis-
tered by the registrar, on the pretence that they
are binding upon the members of the society,
or that there are no other rules of that society;

or

Officer using
improper
seal or
improperly
issuing
documents.

Penalty.

Penalty for
offence where
none
prescribed.
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False repre-
sentations as
to rules of
society.
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(b) makes any alteration in or addition to any of the
rules or tables of the society after they have
been registered by the registrar, and circulates
them purporting that they have been duly
registered, when they have not been so duly
registered; or

(¢) gives to any person a copy of any rules, on the
pretence that those rules are the rules of a regis-

tered society, when the society is not registered ;

or ‘

(d) forges or counterfeits, or utters, knowing it to be
forged or counterfeited, the seal of a registered
society,

Misde- shall he guilty of a misdemeanour.

meanour.

Regulations, ete.

Meaking of ‘ fii 7 . | - .
ot Bh. The Governor in Council may make regulations for

defining the duties and functions of the registrar under this
Ordinance; and, generally, for the better carrying out of
the provisions of this Ordinance.
|
Usoof # 56. The forms contained in the second schedule hereto,
forms ; s Tl I R : 3 ]
galn with such variations and additions as the circumstances of
ehodule,  any particular case require, may be used in the cases to
which they respectively apply and, when so used, shall be
good and sufficient in law.

ffplpjﬁ%;ﬁ;“e‘“ v B7. The Governor may appoint public auditors and
auditors and | valuers for the purposes of this Ordinance, and may deter-
e mine the rates of remuneration to be paid by societies for

the services of auditors and valuers; but the employment ot

3 | :
auditors and valuers shall not be compulsory on any society.

| |
Dk % 58, Every instrument or document, or copy of or extract
evidence of  from an instrument or document, bearing the seal or stamp,
official z ] P 7 5 2
Soonments, | if any, of the deeds registry, shall be received in evidence
without further proof; and every document purporting to
be signed by the registrar, or any inspector, or public
auditor, or valuer under this Ordinance, shall, in the
absence of any evidence to the contrary, be received in
evidence in all courts of justice and for all other purposes,
without proof of the signature, or of the official position of
any person signing it, and shall be primé facie evidence of
the truth of all matters contained therein,
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59. No person, by reason of his enrolment or service in
any corps of militia, yeomanry, or volunteers whatsoever,
shall lose or forfeit any interest which he possesses, at the
time of his being so enrolled or serving, in any friendly
society, whether registered or unregistered, or be fined for
absence or non-attendance at any meeting of the society, if
his absence or non-attendance is occasioned by the discharge
of his military duty as certified by his commanding officer,
any rules of the society to the contrary notwithstanding.

60. Any penalty imposed by this Ordinance may be
recovered, and punishment for any offence not being an
indictable offence may be enforced, under the Summary
Jurisdiction Ordinances.

Temporary Provisions.

61. Every society subsisting on the first day of April,
eighteen hundred and ninety-four, whose rules were
approved or provisionally approved by the Governor and
Court, of Policy, and which was incorporated under the
Friendly Societies Ordinance, 1883, shall be deemed to be
a society registered under this Ordinance, and its rules
shall, so far as the same are not contrary to any express
provision of this Ordinance, continue in force until altered
or rescinded.

SCHEDULE,

FIRST SCHEDULE.
(Section 7.)

TABLE oF FEES PAYABLE TO THE REGISTRAR,

$ c

1. Considering application for registration and proposed rules of
society 5 00

2. Registering a society and its rules and giving an acknowledgment
of registration 5 00

3. Registering a branch and its rules and giving an acknowledg-
ment of registration 2 50

4. Examining any new rules or any proposed alteration or amend.
ment of existing rules, and registering the same, if necessary 2 50

5. Registering the amalgamation of two or more societies or the
conversion of a society info a company 5 00
6. Hearing and determining any dispute ... ... 10 00
7. Cancelling or suspending the registration of a society ... 2 50

8. Entertaining and deciding any application for an inspection of
the affairs of a society 5 00

9. All proceedings connected with the dissolution or the proposed
dissolution of a society b 10 00

YoL. v.—16

Protection
of rights of
militiaman,
yeoman, or
volunteer.

Procedure
and appeal.

Saving of
existing
societies.
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SECOND SCHEDULE.
(Section 56.)

Forms.
1
(Section 12.)
Application for Registration of a Society.
BriTisE GUIANA.

To the Registrar of Friendly Societies.

We, the undersigned, being members of a society for [here state the objects
and situation of the Society] and being desirous that the said society should
be registered under the Friendly Societies Ordinance, under the name of
[here state the proposed name of the Society] hereby make application that the
said society may be registered accordingly ; and we transmit herewith two
copies of the rules of the said society [and, ¢f any officers have been appointed,
two lists of the officers thereof].

Dated this day of L)
(Signed)

Nora.—The application, the rules, and the list of officers, if any, must be signed by
seven members ab least, including the secrefary of the society.

2.
{Section 15.)

Acknowledgment of Registration of Society.
BrimisE GUIANA.

The society is registered as a [here stale
the class i which the society falls] under the Friendly Societies Ordinance,
this day of 519

(Signed)

Registrar of Friendly Socieltes.

S.
(Section 20.)

Acknowledgment of Registration of Branch.

BriTisE GUIANA.
The [here state the name of the branch] is registered as a branch of the

(and of the hranch of the same)
under the Friendly Societies Ordinance, this day of s
19 |

(Signed)
Registrar of Friendly Socteties.
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4.
(Section 20.)
Acknowledgment of Registration of Amendment of Branch Rules.
BriTise Gurawa.
The foregoing amendment, of the branch rules of the
society is registered under the Friendly Societies Ordinance, this
day of ML
(Signed) ;
Registrar of Friendly Societies.

5.
(Section 23.)
Acknowledgment of Registration of Amendment of Rules.
Britise Gurawa.

The foregoing amendment of the rules of the Society
is registered under the Friendly Societies Ordinance, this day
of , 19 :

(Signed)

Registrar of Friendly Societies.

6.
(Section 29.)
Bond to be given by Officer of Society in receipt of Money.
Brrrise Gurana,

Know all men by these presents, that we, A.B., of one
of the officers of the Society, established at
in the county of and C.D., of
(as surety on hehalf of the said A.B.), are jointly and severally held and
firmly bound to the said society in the sum of dollars,

to be paid to the said society, for which payment well and truly to he made
we jointly and severally bind ourselves, and each of us by himself, our and
each of our heirs, executors, and administrators, firmly by these presents.

Dated this day of L9
(Signed)
A.B.
C.D.
Whereas the above-bounden A.B. has been duly appointed to the office
of of the Society, established as aforesaid, and

he, together with the above-bounden C.D. as his surety, has entered into
the above-written hond, subject to the condition hereinafter contained :—
Now therefore the condition of the above-written bond is such, that if the
said 4.B. do render a just and true account of all moneys received and paid
by him on account of the said society, at such times as the rules thereof
appoint, and do pay over all the moneys remaining in his hands, and assign
and transfer or deliver all property (including books and Papers) belonging
to the said society in his custody or possession to such PEerson or persons as
the said society, or the committee of management thereof, appoint, according
to the rules of the said society, together with the proper and legal receipts
or vouchers for those payments, then the above-written bond shall be void,
otherwise shall remain in full force.
Signed in our presence on the above-mentioned day.
(Signed)
L.M.
N.O.
Vor. v.—16a
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"THIRD SCHEDULE.
(Section 22.)
MATTERS TO BE PROVIDED FOR BY THE RULES OF A REGISTERED SOCIETY.
1. The name and place of office of the society.

9. The whole of the objects for which the society is to be established,
the purposes for which the funds thereof shall be applicable, the terms of
admission of members, the conditions under which any member may become
entitled to any benefit assured thereby, and the fines and forfeitures to be
imposed on any member.

3. The mode of holding meetings and right of voting, and the manner
of malking, altering, or rescinding rules.

4. The appointment and removal of a committee of management (by
whatever name), and of a treasurer and other officers, and, in the case of
a society with branches, the composition and powers of the central body,
and the conditions under which a branch may secede from the society.

5. The investment of the funds, the keeping of the accounts, and the
audit thereof once a year at least.

6. The making of annual returns to the registrar of the receipts, funds,
effects, and expenditure, and the number of members, of the society.

7. The inspection of the books of the society by every person having
an interest in its funds.

8. The manner in which disputes between the society and any of its

members or shareholders, or any person claiming through a member under
the rules, shall be settled.

9. In the case of a dividing society, a provision for meeting all claims
upon the society existing at the time of division hefore the division takes
place.

10. The right of withdrawal of members and the time and manner in
which that right may be exercised.

11. The device on, and the custody and use of, the seal of the society.

12. And also, in the case of a friendly society i—

(a) the keeping separate accounts of all moneys received or paid
on account of every particular fund or benefit assured for
which a separate table of contributions payable has been
adopted, and the keeping separate accounts of the expenses
of management, and of all contributions on account thereof ;

(b) the making of returns every five years to the registrar of the
sickness and mortality of the society ;

(c) a valuation once at least in every five years of the assets and
liabilities of the society, including the estimated risks and
contributions ;

(d) the voluntary dissolution of the society by consent of not less
than five-sixths in value of the members, and of every person
for the time being entitled to any benefit from the funds of
the society, unless his claim be first satisfied or adequately
provided for ;

(¢) the right of mot less than one-fifth of the total number of
members, or of not less than one hundred members in the
case of a society having more than one thousand members,
to apply to the registrar for an inspection of the affairs of the
society, or for winding it up.




	chapter 214-FRIENDLY SOCIETIES
	83
	84
	85
	86



