
I :I"

I � 

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST SESSION OF 

THE NINTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA (2006 - 2010) 

REPORT OF 

THE SPECIAL SELECT COl\lMITTEE 

OF THE NATIONAL ASSE1\1BLY 

ON THE 

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2009 

BILL NO. 45 OF 2009 

PRESENTED TO THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

BY 

THE CHAIRPERSON OF THE COMMITTEE 

ON 

4
T11

NOVEMBER, 2010 



REPORT OF THE SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE OF 

THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY ON THE 
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Publication 

. 

1. AN ACT to amend the Legal Practitioners Act. The Bill was published on 26th
November, 2009.

Introduction, First and Second Readings 

2. The Bill was introduced in the.National Assembly and read for the first time on
26th November, 2009.

3. Con5ideration of the Bill was adjourned between 261
" November and 21,1 December,

2009, to allow for consultation.

4. The Bill was read a se<;ond time and debated on 21st December, 2009.
' ' . " . 

. . 
' ' . . ' 

Committal to Select Committee 

4. Following its second reading, the Bill was committed by the National Assembly to
a Special Select Committee for consideration.

Members of the Special Select Committee 

5. At a meeting held on 11th March, 2010, the Committee of Selection nominated the
following Members to comprise the Special Select Committee to con5ider the Legal
Practitioners (Amendm,·nt) Bill 2009- Bill.No . .15 of 2009 .

.. �· " 

Members of the People's Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/Cl {6) 
Nominated bv the Committee of Selection on 11 th March, 2010 

The Hon. Charles R. Ramson, S.C., M.P., 
Minister of Legal Affairs 
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The Hon. Manzoor Nadir, M.P., 
Minister of Labour 

Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P. 

Mr. Moses V. Nagamootoo, M.P. 

Mr. Mohabir A. Nandlall, M.P, 

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. 

Members of the People's National Congress Reform -1 Guyana (PNC/R-lG) (3) 

Mrs. Clarissa S. Riehl, M,P., 
Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly 

Mr. Basil Williams, M.P. 

Mr. Aubrey C. Norton, M.P. 

From the Alliance For Change (AFC) (1) 

Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P. 

First meeting of the Committee - Election of Chairman 

6. At its first meeting held on 8th April, 2010 the Committee elected the Hon.
Charles R. Ramson, S.C., M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, as 
Chairman of the Special Select Committee. 

7. The Hon. Charles R. Ramson, S.C., M.P., subsequently resigned from the Special
Select Committee with effect from 30th,April, 2010. ' ,. · . . �.·

8. On 14th October, 2010, the Committee of Selection elected the Hon. Priya D.

Manickchand, M.P., to replace Mr. Charles Ramson on the Committee.

3 



Second meeting of the Committee - Election of a new Chairman 

9. On 18th October, 2010, the Special Select Committee met and elected the Hon.
Priya D. Manickchand, M.P., Minister of Human Services and Social Security as
Chairperson of the Committee.

Procedure of the Committee 

10. At its second meeting, the Committee agreed to invite the Hon. Justice (Retd.)
Gaudette Singh, at its next meeting, to inform !v1embers on details of the consultation
process that was used prior to the tabling of the Bill.

11. On Wednesday, 20th O�tober, 2010, at the 3rd meeting, the Hon. Justice (Retd.)
Claudette Singh provided the Committee with the details of the consultation process
that was employed in keeping with the Government of Guyana/Inter.national
Development Bank, Justice Improvement Modernisation Project .

.. 

Consideration of the Bill 

12. The Committee commenced consideration of the Bill on Wednesday, 20th
October, 2010, and considered the title and clauses in conjunction with proposed
. amendments;

13. The matrix attached at Appendix 1 identifies changes made by the Committee.

Report of the Special Select Committee 

14. At its 4th meeting held on Friday, 22nd October, 2010, the Special Select Committee
on the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Bill 2009 - Bill No. 45 of 2009, considered and
adopted the Draft Report together with the amendments to the Bill and moved a motion
that the Report on its consideration of the Bill, should be presented t.o the National
Assembly.

-. 

1:i. The Report is accordingly, hereby submitted to the National Assembly. 

Minutes 

16. The Minutes of proceedings of the Committee can be seen at Appendix 11.
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Attendance 

17. The attendance record can be seen at Appendix III.

Verbatim Records 

18. Verbatim Records of the proceedings of the Committee have been prepared and

are available at the Parliament Office.

Committees Division 
Parliament Office 
Public Buildings 
Brickdam, Stabroek 
Georgetown 

October, 2010 

/; /',?t' 
The Hon. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. 

Minister of Human Services and Social Security 
Chairperson 

2511, October, 2010 
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APPENDIX l 

SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE ON LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) 
BILL 2009 

BILL NO. 45 OF 2009 

Amendments approved by.the Committee 

CLAUSES OF PRESENT BILL 

Intituled 

.An ACT to amend the Legal Practitioners Act. Unaltered 

CLAUSE 1 I Unaltered 

AMENDMENTS 
' 

I CLAUSE 2 

.�---

I Section 2 of the Principal Act is amended byi the insertion of the following definitions in 
i their correct alphabetical order 0 

"Bar Association" means the Guyana Bar , "Bar Association" means "Associations that
Association; ' represent Attorneys-at-Law in Guyana" 

"practice certificate" means the practice
1 . . d ' Unaltered certificate ,ssue by the 

CLAUSE_3 _ . . . Section 15 of the Principal act is amended bySection b ot the Principal act 15 amended by the substitution for the words "The Chancellor ! the substitution for the ,,ords "The Chancellor , ma, ,,ith the concurrence of the other ,
i may with the co,,currence .9f the. o,;.he.t i me�\bers 0( the rule makiag . alllhority ;members of the rule makmg authonty 

I constituted under section 29·· of the words constituted under section 29", of the words "The Committee mav in consu,ltatioc with the: .. The Committee may in consultation with the l Bar Associations,

I 
Bar Association. I

, I 

I CLAUSE :.I Unaltered 

1 



.. .. ·. 

I CL
�

USE4

�RTII 
I 

I... -, 
__________ _,__u_

n
_
a
l-te-r

e
_
d 
_______ ---··· \ 

Unaltered I 
DISCIPLINE

, CLAUSES 23 to 25 : Unaltered 
i. 

-+---·---------------� 
ICLAUSE26 
1 I 
I Where a member of the Committee is absent or· Where a member of the Committee is absent or 
I unable to act, the Chancellor may appoint an unable to act, the Chancellor may appoint an : 
'attorney-at- law to act in the place of the Attorney-at-Law to act in the place of the 
member. . member, after consultation with the Bar 

· Associations.

CLAUSE 27 Unaltered 

CLAUSE28 

The Bar Association may at any time, if it The Chancellor shall, upon · the request of 
thinks it expedient so to do and with the : the Bar Associations if thev think 'u

I approval of the Chancellor, revoke the I expedient to do so, revoke the appointment of

J appointment of any member of the ! any member of the Committee. 

C ommittee. i I 
�-···-----�--+-

! 

• CLAUSES 29
-

to
-

31
-

_______ --....;l_u_n_a_lt-er_
e
_d--------------1

I CLAUSE 32 . j Marginal Note- Protection 
.1 : :Vlarginal ','ote- Production of , of members 

i -mem.l:rers. 
i 
! A member of the Committee shall not b

e UnalteredI . personally liable for any act or default of the 
Committee done or omitted to be done in good

I faith in the perfurmance of its functions under 
I this Ac

t 
. .. I _____ _ 
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CLAUSE33 Unaltered 
,-.--....-.... ----

CLAUSE34 
Subsections (1) & (2) Unaltered 

CLAUSE 34 
Subsection (3) 

The Chancellor may, in consultation with the The Chancellor may, in consultation with the 
Bar Association, amend the Fourth Schedule. Bar Associations, amend the Fourth Schedule

CLAUSE 35 
Subsection (l) A client or, by leave of the Committee, any A client or, by leave of the Committee, any other person alleging himself aggrieved by an : other person �leging _himself aggrieve� by an

: act of professional misconduct, conunitted by 'I act of professional m1sconduct, committed by. . . . : • . . . , an Attorney-at-Law, other than the Attorney . an attorney-at-law, other than the Attorney , General or a Law Officer, may apply to 'the.General or a Law Officer, may apply to the ' Committee to require the Attorney-at-Law toCommittee to require t
.
he attorney-at-law to answer allega

. 
tions contained in an affidavit '1 · j answer allegations contained in an affidavit , mad.e by a client or other person, and the I made· by a client or other person, and"the Rcg1st�ar or any membe� _of ' the ·1·. R oi -trar an tnb r f th Committee may make a like apphcal!on to the ,: e,.,.s or y me e .o e . . , , 

1 

i C · ak l"k r . h Committee m respect of allegat10ns concernmg ,ommtttee may m e a I e app icahon to I e any professional misconduct or any criminal ·Committee in respect of allegations concerning offence as may for the purposes of this section , any professional misconduct or any criminal be prescribed by the Chancellor with the i offence as may for the purposes of this section approval of the Bar Associations. 

I
! be prescribed by the Chancellor v,ith the

1 , approval of the Bar Association. I 
Subsections (2) & (3) · 

1· I Unaltered
r---·· ----.. ·--,--... ---····--------,-.···------------

LCLAVSES �6--&-37 __________ __,_·_u_-na_lt_er_e_d�. ---- ------�1 
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; CLAUSE38 
/ Subsection (1) 

I The Re2:istrar shall make the appropriate entry I[ The ReO'istrar shall make the appropriate entry
I 

- o 

I
, or alteration in the Court Roll and publish the or alteration in the Court Roll and publish the 
_ap�r�priate notice

. 
in the Gazette whe�fYer the I appropriate notice tn the Ga. zette whenever the .

1
. 

/ Court orders the .name of an attorney-at-law to Court orders the name ofan Attorney-at-Law 1 be removed from the Court Roll or that the · to be removed from the Court Roll or that the jattorney-at-law be suspended from practising Attorney-At-Law be suspended from · 
law; where by virtue of any law, the name of practising law; where by virtue of any law, the 
an attorney-at-law is removed from the Court name of an Attorney-at-Law is removed 
Roll or an attorney-at-law is suspended from ·1· from the Court Roll or an Attorney-at-Law is

' practising law, .but where there is an appeal suspended from practising law, but where 
/ against any order from which the suspension or / there is an appeal against any order from 

removal results, the Registrar shall take no ' which the removal or suspension results, the
action under this section until the order has I Registrar shall take no action under this
been confirmed on appeal. section until the order has been confirmed on 

; appeal. 

' Subsections (2) & (3) I · Unaltered
. 

CLAUSES 39 to 43 Unaltered 
. 

CLAUSE44 
Subsection (1) 

. . I An attorney-at-law whose name has been : An Attorney-at-Law whose name has been
struck off the Court Roll, or who has been I removed from the Court Roll, or who has
suspended from practice may, subject to · been suspended from practice may, subject to · 

I subsection (2), apply in "Titing to the Court by subsection (2), apply in "'Ti ting to the Court by _,.. 

I 
petition to have his name restored to the Court petition to have his name restored to the Court 
Roll, or the order of his suspension from Roll, or the order of his suspension from

' . 

practice withd1'awn, as the eas� may .be. 

Subsections (2 to 4) 
'--------� 

practice \\!lhdra,vn, as Jh<:> c:ase may be. 
•• • ' • i ' 

Unaltered
--� 

-�'
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CLAUSE 45 
Subsection (1) 
If any person, whilst suspended from practice 
or 

, whose name has been struck off the 
• Court Roll -

(a) practises law;
(b) wilfully pretends to be entitled to
practise law; or
( c) wilfully makes use of any name, 1
title or description implying that he is •
entitled to be recognised or to act as an 
attorney-at-law, 

he is guilty of an offence and is liable on 
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
five hundred thousand dollars and to 
imprisonment.for one year. 

• Subsection (2)

If any person, whilst suspended from practice 
or whose name has been removed from the ! 
Court Roll 

(a) practises law;
(b) willfully pretends to be entitled to
practise law; or
(c) willfully makes use of any name, 1
title or description implying that he is 
entitled to be recognised or to ac,t as an 
Attorney-at-Law, 

he is guilty of an offence and is liable on 
summary conviction to a fine not exceeding I 
five hundred thousand dollars and to 
imprisonment for one year ..

If any person whilst suspended from practice, 1 If any person whilst suspended from practice,
or.whose name has been �truck off the Court' or whose name has been removed from the 1 
Roll, seeks or accepts employment from an Court Roll, seeks or accepts employment from •
attorney-at-law in connection with the practice an Attorney-at-Law in connection with the : 
of that attorney-at-law, without previously practice of that Attorney-at-Law, without I
informing him of the suspension or his name previously informing him of the suspension or 
being struck from the Court Roll, he is guilty his name being removed from the Court Roll, 
of an offence and is liable on summary he is guilty of an oftence and is liable on !

, conviction to a tine not exceeding two hundred summary conviction to a fine not exceeding 
! thousand dollars and to imprisonment for six two hundred thousand dollars and to
' months. imprisonment for six months. 

Subsection (3) 
., :C,:o attorney-at-law shall in connection with his· No Attorney-at-Law sha1J ··in'c01mection with i

practice, employ or remunerate any person his practice, employ or remunerate any person 
v.ho to his knowledge is suspended from who to his knowledge is suspended from
practice during the period of the suspension, practice during the period of the suspension, or
or whose name has been struck off the Court whose name has been removed from the Court
Roll Roll. 
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: Subsection (4) I i No attorney-at-law shall wilfully or knowingly : No Attorney-at-Law shall willfully or 
I act as an agent in any action or matter for any l knowingly act as an agent in any action or 
person who to his knowledge is suspended matter for any person who to his knowledge is 
from practice or whose name has been struck suspended from practice or whose name has 
off the Court Ra!l,-0r permit or suffer his name i been removed from the Court Roll, or permit 

' 
. 

, to be used in any act.ion upon the account or for or suffer his name to be used in any action I the profit of any such person, or does any other upon the account or for the profit of any such 
act to enable any such person to act in any person, or do any other act to enable any such 

l respect as an attorney- at-law in any action or person to act in any respect as an Attorney-at-
· matter, Law in any action or matter. 

,..s_u_b_se_c_·t-io_n __ s _____________ +-u_
n
_
a

_lt-
e
-r

e

_

d

_, _____________ �Ii CLAI!SE 46 Unaltered i

PART 111 
1 MEMBERSHIP OF BAR ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP OF BAR ASSOCIATIONS 

I CLAUSE 47···------------i-u�·n.altered
.-, 

, CLAUSE 48 j · 
[ Subsection (1) 
I ! 
I Where the name of an attorney-at-law is struck I Where the name of an Attorney-at-Law is
! off suspension of the Court Roll, that attorney- I removed from the Court Roll, that Attorney-
j at-law shall, unless he becomes a member of I at-Law shall, unless he becomes a member of 
! the Bar Association by virtue of some other J! Bar Association by virtue of some otherI provision of this Act, ceases to be a member of provision of this Act, � to be a member of
! the Bar Association. ! Bar Association.

I Subsection (2) : A member of a Bar Association who is
: A member of the Bar Association \\'ho is I suspe11ded frorn ;ractice shall not be cntitkd
[ suspended from practice shall not be entitled : du�i�g the period of his suspe°ns1dn to 1ll1V of i
I during the period of his suspension to any of the rights and pdvileges of membership of the i! �:,:'.:::,;.' pcisilegcs of m,mbechip of "" Associ,<ie,".

� 
I CLAUSE 5 .I Unaltered 

···
--

···
_J 
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' "FIRST SCHEDULE I S.40

.. 

··-,s. 41

I Para ra hs I to 12 Unaltered 

·,Paragraph 13 
U
naltered 

! Suhparagraphs (1 ), (2), & (-3) .. ·' Unaltere�-�

Subparagraph (4) A subpoena issued by the Committee under
A subpoena issued by the Comminee under , section 40, or under this. Rule may be on Form
secti_on 41, o

r 
under this Rule may be ?

n 
Form 

1
, 5 of the Schedule to these Rules, with such

5 of the Schedule to these Rules, with such variations as the case may require.
variations as the case may require. I 

i Paragraphs 14 to 24 

1 FORMS 1 to4
I 

I Unaltered . 

J------- ---t.-
U
_
n
_

a

-lt-e-
r
e_d __ --------------. I 

I FORMS 
I FORM OF SUBPOENA AD
TESTIFICANDUM OR 

I DUCES TECUM

FORMS r.13

FORM OF SUBPOENA AD TESTIFICANDUM OR 

DUCESTECUM 

In the matter of 
and .... 

ANO 

Complalnt No .......... of 20 .. ., 

,,,,,, .... , Applicant 
..... , an Attorney-at-!aw. 

in th: r1atter of tt-e,Lega!eractitioners tct, C�p. 4·:'.)1 
.• 

FORt\15 
FORM OF SUBPOENA AD 
TESTIFICANDU'.\-1 OR 
DUCES TECUM 

FORM 5 r. 13

FORM OF SUBPOENA AD TESTIFICANDUM OR 

DUCES TECUM 

Complaint No .. ....... of 20 ..... 

In the matter of........... . .. .. u,,, .... . , Applicant 
and. rnn,,, •••. • , an Attomey-at-!aw . 

AND 

In th� rriatte" of the legal Practitioners Act, Cap. 4:01. 
�. ,,. . 

To (1)..... ,o (1) .. 

You are hereby comrnarded to attend before the legal You are hereby comTanded to attend before the Legal 
f Pract:tioners Committee constituted under the Legal 1 Practitioners Committee co1stituted under the Legal 
I Practitioners Act, Chapter 4.01 at ................... \place) on the ) Practitio1ers Act, Chapter 4:01. at ... ,.., ... .,., ..... {place} on the ,l ... .,. .. day of .............. .-.. ,"., 20 ... at the hour of ,, ............ o'clock I " ...... day of ........... ,.."" ..... , 20 ... at the hour of .............. o'c\ock

in the ........... noon, and so from day to day until the in thE;, ........... noon, ano so from day to day until the 
:he above matter is heard

! 
___ to give evidence , the above .E!�.?tter !s heard, to give evloence 
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; on behalf of [(2)and y�� are required to bring with you and i o·� behalf of [[2)and you ;·re required to bring wit'.h you and I
! produce at the tlme and place aforesaid ............... {specify the ( produce at the time and place aforesaid ............. '" (specify the 

j 1 books or documents to be produced).} i books or documents to be produced}.] 
I 

' • 

1 
Dated this.. . day of ................ , 20.. I Dated this.. ... day of .................... , 20..... I 

Chairman Secretary 

_ .. __ , ____ .. ____ L_•g-·a_l P_,_"'_'_'fi_a_n•_'_' c_:
o

_m .... m_;_,,_e•-+-----------L-eg_•_I P_rnctitioners Committee I
CLAUSE6 

the 
the 

I The principal Act is amended bv 
The Fourth Schedule is amended by the , insertion of the following schedule as 
substitution of the following as the f'our1h : Fourth Schedule 

�dule- ··+=----------------....,
"FOURTH SCHEDULE 

CODE OF CONDUCT 
! 

I CODE 

1--- PREAMBLE 

I RULE l- CONFIDENTIALITY 

Unaltered I 
--+----------------1 

i RULE 1 

Paragraphs 1 to 4 I Unaltered 

fhe relationship 

.- L 
I 

of e-lient and attorney-at-law 1. ' Paragraph s· 

The relationship of client and attorney-at-law compels the latter to eschew personal intimate 
, compels the latter to eschew personal intimate
I relations with clients of the op1>osite sex. 

relations with clients. 

Unaltered I Paragraph 6 
·---+--

RULES ll to Vll 

i RULE VI I I-CONDUCT OF THE CASE 
! Paragraphs I to 15

Paragraph 16 -, 

Unaltered 

Unaltered 

16.Attorneys-at-law who are devated to 16. Attorneys-at-Law who are elevated to :
Judicial or Magisterial office shall Judicial or Magisterial office shall I 
discharge their duties by giving prompt discharge their duties by giving prompt I 

decisions; in the case of the former, !decisions; in the case of the latter, within within the time prescribed by statute; and i 
! __ t

he time prescribed b!�t_h_e_s_t�_tt_,i_e;a_
n
_d_in..--4.c .... _.lE__t� .. case of .. the latter, within a ,
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t�e case of the fonner, within a reasonabl� I 
nme. 

' Paragraph 17 

I R[LE� lX to.XIV 

RULE XV- BAR ASSOCIATIOl'i 
Paragraph 1 

reasonable time. 

Unaltered 

i 

I 

An attorney-at-law shall promptly respond to a An Attorney-at-Law shall promptly respond 
request from the Guyana Bar Association or to a request from J!. Bar Association or 
committee or agent for comments or . committee or agent for comments or 
information on matters raised by the Bar , information on matters raised by the Bar

Association with him. 
Association with him. 

, Paragraph 2 

bcE xvu, xv1_11_· __

.. 

-------'-

9 

Unaltered 

Unaltered ---- ---···--·· 
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST SESSION 
OF TIIE NINTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA (2006- 2010) 

MINUTES OF THE
1ST MEETING 01<' THE SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE LEGAL

PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2009- BILL 45 OF 2009
HELD ON THURSDAY, 8rn APRIL, 2010

IN THE SPEAKER'S CHAMBERS, 
-.· PUBLIC BUILDINGS, BIUCKDAM, GEORGETOWN.· 

MEMBERS OF TIIE COMMITTEE 

PRESIDING OFFICER 

The Hon. Hari N. Ramkarrnn, S.C., M.P., Speaker 
(As Presiding Officer for the election of the CJ1aimrnn) 

From the People's Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) (6) 
Nominated by the Committee of Selection on I I'" March, 20 I. 0 

The Hon. Charles R. Ramson, SC, M.P. ' 
• 

Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs 

TI1e·Hon. Manzoor Nadir, M.P. 
Minister of Labour 

Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P. 

Mr. Moses V. Nagamoo(oo, M.P. 

Mr. Mohabir A. Nandlall, M.P. 

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. 

From the People's National Congress Reform-1 Guvana (PNC/R- lG) (3) 
Nominated by the Committee of Selection cm I I'" March, 2010 

Mrs. Clarissa S. Riehl, M.P., 
Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly 

Mr. Basil Williams, M.P. 

Mr. Aubrey C. Norton, M.P . 

. From tltc Alliance For Change (AFC) (I) 

Mr. Khermraj Ramjattan, M.P. 



Officers 

Ms. Debra H. Cadogan 
Mr. Nickalai Pryce 

- Head of Committees Division (Ag)
- Assistant Clerk of Committees

ITEM l: 

I. I

ITEM 2: 

- - 2. l

2. l. I

2.1.2 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Speaker .i's Presiding Officer for the election of a Chairman for the ·_ 
Committee called the meeting to order at 4.00 p.m. 

ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN OF THE SPECIAL SELECT 
COMMlTTEE ON THE LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (A.!\'IENDMENT) 
BILL 2009 - BILL 45 0(: 2009

The Speaker called for nominations of a Chairman for the Committee. 

Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P. proposed and Mr .. Mohabir.A. Nandlall, M.P., 
seconded the nomination of the Hon. Charles R. Ramson, SC, M.P. 

There being no other nomination, the Speaker declared the Hon. Charles 
R. Ramson, SC, M.P., as Chairman of the Committee.

Any Other Business 

• 

At the 20'h Meeting o°fthe Committee of Selection, Mr. Khermraj Rarnjattan, M.P. was 
nominated to the Committee. 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 4.05 p.m. the meeting was adjourned sine die. 

Confirmed this ... �day ofOctober,2010 



THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST SESSION 
OF THE NINTH PARLIAMENT OF GUY ANA (2006-2010) 

MINUTES OF THE 
z

ND MEETING OF THE SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE 
LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2009 - BILL NO. 45 OF 2009 

HELD ON MONDAY, 181
" OCTOBER, 2010 AT 2:40 P.M. 

IN THE COMMIT:rEE ROOM NO.J COMMITTEES DIVISION,. . 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS, GEORGETO\VN . . . . 

MEMBERS OF TIIE COMMITTEE 

PRESIDING OFFICER 

The Hon. Hari N. Ramkarran, S.C., M.P., Speaker 
(As Presiding Officer for the election of the Chairman) 

From the People's Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) (5) 
Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 11 'h March, 2010 

The Hon. Manzoor Nadir, M.P., 
Minister of Labour 

Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P. 

Mr. Moses V. Nagamootoo, M.P. 

Mr. Mohabir A. Nandlall, M,P. 

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. 

Excused 

From the People's Progressive Partv/Civic (PPP/C) (1) 
Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 14'1, October, 2010 

The Hon. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P., 
Minister of Human Services and Social Security 

From the People's National Congress Reform - 1 Guvana (PNC/R- lG) (3) 
Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 11'1, March, 2010 

Mrs. Clarissa S. Riehl, M.P., 
Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly 

Mr. Basil Williams, M.P. 

Mr. Aubrey C. Norton, M.P. Absent 



From the Alliance For Change (AFC) (1) 

Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P. Absent 

Officers 

Ms. Deborah Gray � 
Ms. Tanzadell Bentinck 
Ms. Tracy Armstrong 

Clerk oj Committee_s 
Assistant Clerk of Cammi ttees 
Assistant Clerk of Committees 

Advisor 
Mr. Charles Fung - a -Fat Deputy Chief Parliamentary Counsel 

ITEM 1: 

1.1.1 

1.2 

1.2. l 

ITEM 2: 

2.1 

CALL TO ORDER 

The Speaker of the National Assembly, Presiding Officer for the 
election of a Chairperson, called the meeting to order at 2.45 p.m. 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

Excuses: 

The meeting was informed that Mr. Moses V. Nagamootoo, M.P. 
had asked to be excused. 

CIRCULATION OF DOCUMENTS 

The following documents were circulated prior to 
the meeting:-

(i) Notice to attend the 2"d Meeting dated 15th October, 2010
to be held on Monday 18th October, 2010; and

(ii) Minutes of the 1st Meeting held on Thursday, g th April,
2010.

2.1. l The following document was circulated at the meeting:-

• Proposed Amendments to the Bill
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ITEM 3: 

3.1 

3.1. 1 

3.1.2 

3. l.3

3.1.4 

ITEM 4: 

4.1 

4.2 

ITEM 5: 

5.1 

ELECTION OF CHAIRPERSON OF THE 

SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE 

PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2009 -

BILL NO. 45 OF 2009 

Nominations: 

SPECIAL 

LEGAL 

The Speaker called for nomjpations of a Chairperson of the 
Committee. 

Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P. proposed and the Hon. Manzoor Nadir, 
M.P., seconded the nomination of the Hon. Priya D. Manickchand,
M.P.

There being no other nomination, the Speaker declared the Hon. 
Priya D. Manickchand M.P., as the duly elected Chairperson of 
the Committee. 

The Hon. Priya D. Manickchand M.P., then assumed the Chair. 

CORRECTION AND CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF 

THE 2
ND 

MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, l8
T11 

OCTOBER,

2010. 

Confirmation: 

The Minutes were confinncd, without corrections by a motion 
moved and seconded by the Hon. Manzoor Nadir, M.P. and Ms. 
Gail Teixeira. M.P., respectively. 

MATTERS ARISING 

Resignation 

5.1.1 Members were asked to note that as a result of the resignation of 
the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, Mr. Charles 
Ramson, the Committee of Selection had replaced him with the 
Hon. Priya D. Manickchand on the Committee 
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ITEM 6: CONSIDERATION OF THE METHODOLOGY FOR THE 

COMMITTEE'S PROCEEDINGS. 

6.1 Preliminary Remarks 

6. l .I The Chairperson in her initial remarks advised Members that the 
legislation had gone through its stages including a debate in the 
Nati9nal Assembly and, therefore, cxpres§ed the hope that the 
Commiitce would meet frequently in anticipation of a swif

t 

completion of its work. She then invited proposals for the 
appropriate modus operandi to follow. 

6. 1.2

6.1.3 

Mr. \Villiams suggested that the Committee should consider a 
more convenient time for meetings to be held to facilitate the 
lawyers on the Committee, He further stated. that the methodology 
ought to follow previous precedents which involved consultation 
with civil society and the various Associations to make their 
contributions. Thereafter, the Bill could be examined "Clause by 
Clause". 

Mrs. Riehl proposed that the methodology should be to ;vrite the . 
various associations, allotting them time to write any memorandum 
in terms of the legislation which would be reviewed by the 
Committee and, to subsequently invite them to make oral 
presentations. 

6. 1.4 Ms, Teixeira raised tl,e following points: 

• that the Bill was deferred on three previous occasions in the
National Assembly to allow for further consultations {which
were done at an earlier stage). She posited that the Bill was laid
on November 26, debated and sent to a Special Select
Committee on December 21. She contended that the Bill was
listed on December 3'\ IO'h and 17u,. 2009 to allow the Bar
Association and other relevant stakeholders, to raise their
concerns with the Attorney General. However, there had been
no further issues raised on the Bill. She also stated that the Bill,
in its various draft \lersions, was shared with the Guyana Bar
Association which had submitted its comments, resulting in
some issues being removed.

• Bills sent to Special Select Committees after a second
reading, were not meant to engage discussions on the general
merits and principles of the Bill, but, rather, only on its details
according to Standing Order 59 (I), hence, the Committee was
only mandated to make amendments which must be guided by the
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6.1.5 

6.1.6 

6.1.7 

Standing Orders on that issue. She noted her suppoti for the 
examination of the Bill "Clause by Clause". 

Mrs. Riehl highlighted the importance of the Bill to all legal 
practitioners and advised that the Committee needed to write the 
Bar Association, and to dispatch copies to the judges asking for 
their input. Consequently, if there was no response, then it would 
be fair for the Committee to proceed notwithstanding that the Bill 
already had it� second reading. 

Ms. Teixeira, in response, made reference to Standing Orders 5 7 to
59 to highlight what was stipulated about a Bill in Committee. She 
pointed out that the SO's did not stipulate about consultation. 

Mr. Nandlall reiterated that every opportunity was given to seek 
the widest consultation and the views expressed were taken into 
account. He further stated that the Bill was modified before being 
laid in the National Assembly, therefore, he saw no need for 
further consultation. 

6.1.8 The Chairperson referred to a letter dated 12'1; June, 2008, in her
possession, addressed to Chief Justice Retd. Claudette Singh from 
the then President of the Bar Association (Chief Representative of 
all legal practitioners) outlining comments with reference to the 
draft Bill. 

6. l.9 Ms. Teixeira futiher contended that the Guyana Revenue Authority 
was consulted to do the interpretation of the "practice certificate". 
She then undertook to have that, along with other documentation, 
circulated to Committee Members. 

6. l. l 0

6.1. l l 

Mr. Williams posited that his party was at no time privy to the 
internal workings of the Government and pointed out that the 
Committee had a responsibility to the Guyanese public to ensure 
that all stakeholders were consulted on the matter. He further 
pointed out that his party had never had the opportunity to listen to 
the views of those persons who had submitted memorandum. 

Consequently, the following proposals were put forward by Ms. 
Teixeira in an attempt to arrive at a compromise: 

• that the Committee meet at a time convenient to the lawyers,
possibly 5.00 p.m;

• that the Committee meet on Fridays;
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6.1.12 

6.1.13 

6.114 

ADJOURNMENT 

• that the Committee examine the Bill "Clause by Clause" with
no further consultations, commencing from the next meeting;

• the Committee should invite Justice Singh to appear before it to
advise on the consultation process.

Mr. Williams insisted that the Committee proceed to examine the 
Bill "Clause by Clause" after consultation with stakeholders 
iITespective of the fact that they had previously rnade submissions. 

After c onsidering the different proposals which failed to reach a 
compromise, the Chairperson suggested that Members might wish 
to vote on the matter. Thereafter, Ms. Teixeira moved a motion to 
adopt the proposals made by the Government side. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Nandlall. 

The Committee, therefore, agreed to: 

• meet every Friday at 5.00pm.

• arrange a meeting for Wednesday, 20'h October, 2010, at
5.00 p.m, to facilitate a presentation by the Hon. Justice Retd.
Claudette Singh, to give a factual report on what were the
results of the consultation process.

The Chairperson undertook to make contact via telephone, with
Justice Singh, in this regard. She, however, cautioned Members
that Justice Singh's appearance before the Committee should
not be seen as an interrogation.

At 3.55 p.m. the meeting was adjourned to Wednesday 20'" October, 2010. 

' I- O,l
Confirmed this .'.:9.:� .. day ofOctober,2010

�.. . r r� 
, I . °""'- l.LJ..A..L-L..s:.;, / ............. , .. , .......... , ..... , ,  ... � .. ,., .. 

The !Ion. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. 
Minister of Human Services and Social Security 

Chairperson 
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST SESSION 
OF THE NINTH PARLIAMENT OF GUY AN A (2006- 2010) 

MINUTES OF THE 
3Rll MEETING OF THE SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE LEGAL 

PRACTITIONERS (AMENDMEl'.T) BILL 2009 - BILL NO. 45 OF 2009 
HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 201H OCTOBER, 2010 AT 5.05 P.M. 

11" COMMITTEE ROOM NO.I, COMMITTEES DIVISION, 
PUBLIC BUILDINGS, GEORGETOWN 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE 

CHAIRPERSON 

J<'rom the People's Progressive Partv/Civic (PPP/C) (1) 
Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 1411, October. 2010 

The Hon. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P., 
Minister of Human Services and Social Security 

From the People's Progressive Party/CiYic (PPP/£) (5} ... � .. 

Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 11 11, March. 20 l 0 

The Hon. Manzoor Nadir, M.P .• 
Minister of Labour 

Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P. 

:V1r. Moses V. Nagamootoo, M.P. 

Mr. Mohabir A. Nandlall, YLP. 

Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. 

Excused 

From the People's National Congress Reform - l Guyana (PNC/R- IG) (3) 
Nominated bv the Committeeof Selection on l !'1,March. 20 I 0 

Mrs. Clarissa S. Riehl, M.P ., 
. Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly 

Mr. Basil Williams. M.P. 

Mr. Aubrey C. No rton. M.P. Excused 



From the Alliance For Change (AFC) (1) 

Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P. Absent 

Officers 

Ms. Deborah Gray Clerk of Committees 
Ms. Tanzadell Bentinck 
Ms. Tracy Armstrong 

Assistant Clerk of Committees 
Assistant Clerk of Committees 

Advisor 
Mr. Charles Fung - a -Fat Deputy Chief Parliamentary Counsel 

Invitee 

The Hon. Justice (Retd.) Claudette Singh 
Project Co-ordinator for the Justice Improvement Projeci 

ITEM 1: 

1.1 

1.1.1 

CALL TO ORDER 

Preliminary Remarks: 

The Chairperson called the meeting to order at 5.05 p.m and extended some 
preliminary remarks, reminding Members of the reason for inviting the Hon. 
Justice .(Retd.) Claudette Singh to appear before the Committee .. 

1.2 ANNO"CNCEMENT 

Excuses: 

1.2. l The following Members were excused from the meeting: 

_ITE�2 

2.1 

Mr. Moses V. Nagamootoo, M.P. 
Mr. Aubrey "lorton, M.P. 

CIRCULATION OF DOCUMENTS 

The following document was circulated prior to the meeting via e­
mail: 

Notice dated I 9'h October. 2010, to attend the 3rd meeting to be held on 
Wednesday, 20th0ctober, 20 l O; 
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2.2 The following documents were circulated at the meeting: 

(i) Notice dated 20th October, 20 l 0, to attend the 4th meeting to
be held on Friday, 22nd October, 20 l O;

(ii) Minutes of the 211d meeting held on Tuesday, 19th October, 20 l O; and

(iii) Notice dated 19th October. 20 l 0, to attend the 3'' meeting to be held on
Wednesday. 20th October, 201 O;

ITEM 3: PRESENTATION BY THE HON. JUSTICE CLAUDETTE SINGH 
(RETD.) RE CONSULTATION PROCESS PRETAI:'IING TO THE 
LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (AMENDME:'IT) BILL 2009 (BILL NO. 45 of 
2009). 

3.1 Commencement of consideration of the Bill: 

3.1.1 The Chairperson informed the meeting that at the end of the presentation, the 
Committee would begin the consideration of the Bill "Clause by Clause". 

_-. _,. 

3.1.2 In response to this decision. Mr. Williams re-iterated his Party's earlier position 
that they should be allowed to consider all memoranda resulting from the 
consultation process and, further, notwithstanding that there was a 
pre-consultation process, the Committee should re-engage all stakeholders before 
proceeding with the consideration of the Bill. 

3.1.3 He suggested that the Committee had reneged on the- decision of the previous 
meeting and insisted that his Party was not willing to begin with any 
consideration of the B_ill in ignorance of the content of·all the memoranda. This 
position was supported by Mrs. Rheil. 

3.1.4 The other Members of the Committee, however, were in favor of commencing the 
consideration of the Bill '"Clause by Clause". 

3.2 Presentation: 

3.2.1 At 5.10 p.m, the Chairperson welcomed the Hon. Justice Singh (retd.) to the 
. meeting and thanked her on be�alf of the Committee, for acc_epting the invitation. 

3.2.2 She explained the role of the Special Select Committee in relation to the 
examination of the Bill and the Committee's reason for extending the invitation. 
Thereafter, she invited the Hon. Justice Singh (retd.), to explain the consultation 
process prior to the drafting of the Bill. 
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3.2.3 In response, The Hon. Justice Singh (retd.) explained that in 2008, as part of a 
Loan Agreement with the International Development Bank(IDB), eight (8) pieces 
of draft legislation were circulated among Members of the Bar Association and 
the Judiciary, inviting them to address amendments to certain Acts. 

3.2.4 She further advised the Committee that a condition of the Loan Agreement was 
that certain stipulated agencies had to be consulted with and in keeping with that 
conditionality the following were some of the agencies/organizations addressed: 

• The Guyana Bar Association
• The Judiciary
• Hughes, Fields & Stoby Law Associates
• Peter Britton Law Office
• Cameron and Shepherd Law Associates
• Mr. Corbin Law Office
• Guyana Association of Women Lawyers

3.2.5 In response to a query, the Hon. Justice Singh (retd.) explained that the 
consultation process was extended over a period from May to August, 2008, and 
memoranda were sub�itted by the foflowing agencies: 

• 

• 

• 

Guyana Bar Association 
Hughes, Fields and Stoby Law Associates 
Cameron and Shepherd Law Associates 

.There, however, was no response from-the Guyana Association of Women 
Lawyers. 

3.2.6 It was· confirmed that the Guyana Bar Association had consulted with the other 
Bar Associations and had responded to each of the eight Bills. The Hon. Justice 
Singh (retd.) agreed to make available to the Committee, copies of all memoranda 
that were submitted. 

3.2.7 At 5.20 p.m, the Hon. Justice Singh (retd.) concluded her presentation and the 
Chairperson expressed appreciation on behalf of the Committee. 

3.3 Continuation of Committee's Business: 

3.3.1 In view of the difference of opinion among Members on the issue of commencing 
the consideration of the Bi!L the Chairperson invited a motion from Ms. Teixeira, 
who proposed that the Committee proceed with its work. The motion was 
seconded by Mr. Nandlall and the other Members of the Government side 
supported the motion. 
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3.3.2 Mr. Williams moved a motion that the Committee should engage all relevant 
stakeholders to make presentations before proceeding with the consideration of 
the Bill. The motion was seconded by Mrs. Rheil. 

At 5.40 p.m. the Members of the PNC/R left the meeting. 

3.3.3 Thereafter, the Chairperson invited the Committee to commence the consideration 
of the Bill "Clause by Clause". 

3.4 Consideration of the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Bill 2009 -

Bill No. 45 of 2009: 

3.4. l Members proceeded to consider the Bill "Clause by Clause" and agreed to the 
amendments as appended. 

3.4.2 At the completion of its consideration of the Bill, the Committee agreed on the 
following: 

• The Deputy Chief Parliamentary Counsel must present a ll the
amendments to the Committee at the next meeting on Friday. 22nd 

Octaber, 20 IO;

• The Deputy Chief Parliamentary Counsel must seek clarification
on the use of the term "Guyana Bar Association" to allow for
consistency throughout the Bill.

.• The staff of the.Secretariat to prepare Draft Report for
consideration at the next meeting.

ADJOURNMENT 

At 6.25 p.m the meeting was adjourned to Friday, 22"d October. 2010 ar 5. 00 p.m. 

· "'ol
Confirmed rhi�.day of October, 2010 

- ��\�l.(L�ctJ
The Hon. Priya Manickchand, MP 

Minister of Human Services and Social Securily 
Chairperson 
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TIIE NATIONAL ASSE"BLY OF TIIE FIRST SESSION 
OF TllE NINTH PARLL\i\lENT OF GUYANA (2006- 2010) 

:'lllNUTES OFTllE 
4111 i\lEETI:-;G OF THE SPECIAL SELECT COi\li\lITTEE ON TllE 

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (A�IENO:\IENT) BILL 2009 - BILL NO. 45 OF 2009 
HELD ON FRIDAY, 22"' OCTOBER, 20!0 AT 5:05 P.i\l. 

IN THE COi\FlllTTEE ROOi\l NO.I COi\EIIITTEES DIYISION, 
.. - . i'-UBUC BUILDINGS, GEORGETOWN ' . 

CIIAIRPERSON 

From the People's Progressive Party/Chic (PPP/C) ( I) 
Nominated bv the Committee of Selection 011 14 1h October 20 l 0 

The lion. Priya D. Ma11ickcl1aml, M.l' .. 
Minister of Iluman Services and Social Security 

From the People's Progressive Partv/Civic (l'PP/C) (5) 
Nom_itrntcd by the Committee of Selection 011 l l 'h Marcl1. 20 l 0 

The Hon. Manzoor Nadir, M.P., 
Minister of Labour 

\[s. G:1il Tcixcir,1. MY,-

Mr. Moses V. Nagamootoo, :V•!.P. 

:Vlr. Mohabir A Nandlall. :Vl.P. 

Mr. Dharamkurnar Sccraj. \·l.P. 

Absent 

Excused 

From the Peo 1le's National Con�•rc·ss'Rcform - I Gunrna PNC/R" IG J 
Nominated bv the Committee of Selection on 11 11 \larch 20 I 0 

0.lrs. Clarissa S. Ri'chl, "v!.P .. 
Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly Excused 

Mr. Basil \Villiams, .v!.P. Excused 

;'vlr. Aubrey C. Nortnn. \U'. Excused 



From the Alliance For Change (AFC) ( l) 

\Ir. Khcmraj Ramiattan. \LP .'\hscnt 

Officers 

\ls. Deb<>rah Gra,· Ckrk of Cununittc,·s 
;>,,is.' L1,;za�Tell Bc;Htii'ck 
lvls. Tracy Armstrong 

.. -\ssi°s·1,mf Clcrln, I' Ct",rn i'11 i ITccs 
Assistant Clerk ofCn!lltniltces 

lTE:\l I: C.\LL TO ORDER 

I. l The: mecting '.Vas called to order at 5.05 p.m. 

1.2 .\NNOUNCEME:"/T 

1.2.1 The Mec:ting \\'as informed that \Ir. Fung-a Fat (advisor to the 
Cnn:mittcc) was mtt of the country. 

1.3 Excuses: 

l.3.1 The following Members were excused from the meeting: 

.IIE:\12: 

2.1 

2.1. l 

2. 1..2

(i) 'vlr. Moses V. Nagamootuo. M.I'.
(ii) Mrs. Clarissa Riehl. M.P.
(iii) \lr. Jic,,jJ \\'illi"D1'. \LP
(i,·) >-Ir. .\ubrey C. 'forton. \I.I'. 

CIIUTL.\TION OF DOCLl.\lE'\TS 

Correspondence: 

Outgning: 
l.cttcr datc:d 2 t"·Oct<ibcc 20 Ill, io lhc HPn. Chief Justice
1Rctd.) Claudette Singh re Cc>pics ot'mcmnrnnda re
(',111sul tati on.

( i) 

(ii) 

:\,,ticc> ,lated 2 r' October. 21110 lo C\Hend th;; -! 11 '
:V!,xting on Fnday ·, October, 20 I 0: 
\tinutes of the 2"'1 and \kctitH!S held on 
\lcn1day, Jc/' and W.;dncsd,iy. 20"' Oct:,bcr. .:'(JIO. 
rcspcctlvd y: 
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ITEM 3: 

3.1 

3. {,

3. t.2

J.2

1.2. l 

3.3 

3.3, 1 

3.-l 

_,-U 

3.5 

3. 5. l

(iii) Copy of Dratl Report of the Lc,gai Practitioners
(Amendment) Bill 2009 -- Bill No. -l5 of2009; and

(iv) Copy ,,r the Legal Practitioners (Amendment) Bill
with Amendments submitted by Mr. fung-a-Fat.

The following documents were circulated at the meeting:-

• (i)
(ii)
(iii)

(iv) 

,\mended nmtrix (Apdx. I) re 3'cil\linutcs; 
Arn'c-i1dccl mafrix (,\pdx.2) r<; dl'ait r,:j,ort; 
Copies of mcmnrnmla submittc:d by the Hon. Chief 
Justice (Rctd_) Claudette Singh: and 
Amended Dran Report_ 

CORRECTION AND CONFIIBIATIO'.'i OF ;\ IINUTES OF 
TIIE 2�" 1\1 EETING IIELD ON MONDAY, Ul111 OCTOBER, 
20l0. 

Corrections: 

Page ..i, paragraph (,.I.I 

[nsertion of the words "cunsultations wilh sraliclwldcrs and" alter 
the w,,rd "i11c/11di11g" in line 2. 

Page 5, paragraph 6. l .8: 

Suh:--;titutioa of ilh.: \\·nrd� •· Nt:td Justice or. tiJ/1t·at· l'nr the \vonJs 
---c1,;4J11s1icc Reid ... in l:nc 2_ 

Page 6, paragraph 6. l.U, bullet 2, 2"ct paragraph: 

l11scrtion of the words "and lo co11lii111e the 1mdi ufilw Co111111i11ee 
1/rcrcu/ier" at the end of tlw paragraph. 

Page 6, paragraph 6.1.1..!, hullct 2, 2"d paragraph: 

Substilutioa of the W1lfds "s/ioulcl be treated "·/1/, the kind uf 
respect deserving ol a retired Judge" for the ',vords ''b,.iOrc the 
Commiilce should no! he 5Cl'Jl ,ts u11 inrerrogt1tion" at the end of 
the paragraph. 

Con firm a tion: 

Then;;,1fl:er, the ;,.,rmutcs ,,xcrc confirn1cd, by a motion tnon:d and 
,ceondecl bv \fr. Sccraj \-LP_ and ;,Ir_ �andlalL \LP .. 
rc;-;pcLtivdy. 
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ITE;\ I -l: 

-l. l 

ITEi\l 5: 

5.1 

5.1. I 

S. \ .2

5.2 

5.2.1 

5.J 

5.3.1 

5.).2 

5.1A 

\L\TTERS ,\RISl\'G 

The Committee agreed to attach letter dated 12'h June. 200S. 
addrcsscu to :vlrs. Singh from the then !'resident of the Bar 
,\ssociation, to the Committee's report. 

CORRECTIO;'\ .\\D COXFIR\IATIO:', OF \IINLTES OF 
TIIE 3"0 .\IEETl;\'G IIELD ON \VEDNESD.\ Y, 20111 

-0CT01JER, 2010.

Corrections:

Page 3, ltcn1 3 - llcading:

Substitution of the word "Pl'rluining" for the wnrd ''Prcluining" in
line 2.

Pa1-;c �, paragraph 3.2.3: ·.

lnscrtinn of a new paragraph to read as follows:

.. [l,c lion. }us/ice Si11gl, (!ietd) in(ormccl rhe Commil/ec 1/,a/ //,c
Jucliciarv was cu11su/1ccl ancl thnofe/1 rhar since they H"Cff the hocly
lo acljudica/c """ iutcrprct those bills, tl,at it 1rns 110/ /!roper for
//,cm to be par/ 0(1/,c co11sult//li1·e process and subscquc11rly oskccl
10 he cxcusccl.fi-0111 1/lar process .. -Is a rcsu/r the IDB accepted rhrl/
rh t 'jlflliciwy slH)l{lc/ h_c L'Xcuscd _(i-01.71 thL' consultorio11 1:rnccss ,.

Page -l, paragraph 3.2.-l, the following amendments were
made:

Bullet 3:
Substitution of "!lugl,cs, Fie/els & S1obv. ,11/omcys -at-Lu11'' l,>r
.. ffughes, Fields & Stoby Lml' .·lssociates".

Bullet -l:
Substitution of "llri/!011, l!u111ilto11 & .le/ams _l//omc\'s - a1-Lu11"
ti1r .. !'etcr IJri//011 Loll' Firm ...

Bullet 5:
Suh:.;titutiun of "Cumero11 uwl Shepherd ,·1fforncys --ut -- Lnt·'· f1.1r
··Cumeron u!IC! S'hcphcrd /.dtt' :1.ssociatcs".

Bullet 6: 

Substitution \lf .. \Is. Birge/ Corbin .lttomeF - Ci/- /./Ill'" for ... \.Is. 
(_'orhin Lcnr FirJll". 



5..1 

5.-+. 

5.5 

5.5. 

•·

5.6 

5.6.1 

5.7 

5.7.1 

Page -t, paragraph, J.2 -t: 

Suhstitution ol"thc 1,,llmving l,,r bullets .1 6: 

··111 "ddi1io11. rl,c_r COll.\"llilcd rhcsc ///Ir firms u11d i11cli1·icluul
lcnrrcrs, i11clucli11g hut 1101 li111irccl ro:

• !lughcs. riclcls & Sru!,_,· .·I rrorncys -ut-(a11·
• 1/rirruu, I fami/1011 & .ldu111s .-11/om,TS -Clt-Lmr
• .  c\;7i1ei··(;�?�;,�rs1;;phc'!�l· .. i7ror11cys -·(/{ . /.(!\\'
• i\Is. /Nrgcf Corhi11 ,,/((orncy - at- /,en1· ".

P��gc -t: Paragraph 3.2.5; 

The !'ollowing arnc1Hlmcnts wcrc made: 

(i) Insertion of the won.ls" m the rcqucs/ of" the /Jar
.1ssocialio11" after the word "pmcc·ss" in line 2.

. . 

(ii) Substitution of the wmd "hodics"· for the word" agencies"
in line 3.

(iii) Insertion of the following bullets alier the first J bullets:
• The !!crhice Har .-lssociatio11.
• Ms. Hirgct Corhi11 .-l11orncv - eel- Lall".
• /Jrilloll, !lamiltcm ,� Adam.,· .-lrtornns -at-/_Cl\\".

·(1\·) [nsi...-'rti"llll ,1f tht..:: wnn.\:,:; "J'/,e Ncrhicc' /Jur . ls.,·oc·illfi1;11
iwlicarecl their sulis/uc/iu11 \\"it/, rhc !!ill" after the 1rnrd 
''L(n\:1·crs" in the 2 11d

. paragraph. 

Page 5, paragraph J.4.2., hullct 2: 

Substitution o I" the paragraph to reau: 
� 

··n,,. !),,p111_,. Chiefl'arlium,•11/un- Counsel sho11/d go through rhc
clncumcn/ to remo,·'-· \1-/1cn'\'l'r Gurc111a Hur ..lssociurion llj)/h'ltred 
<11/CI rcpluce \\ i1h rhc mmls ·' Jfo,- ,lssociuticms .._

C 1�11 fir 111a t ion: 

Thcrcatlcr. the \!inutcs \\"Crc cuntinncd. hy a m,1tin11 nl<ncd :md 
seconded by \ls. Gail Teixeira, 'v!.P., and \-!r. Secraj \l.P. 
rcspedi,·c\v. 
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ITEi\I 6: 

6.1 

6.1.1 

6.2 

6.2. I 

EXAi\lINATION OF THE DRAFT REPORT OF TIIE 

LEGAL PRACTITIONERS (A.:\IENDMENT) BILL 2009 

(BILL NO. 45 OF 2009) 

Report: 

The Committee proceeded to examine the Report paragraph by 
{1-a1:agr;:iph: 

Page 2, paragraph 3: 

Substitution of paragraph 3 to read as t,,llows: 
"ft irns udjo11mecl to allow (or cuns11ltatin11 mi rhe .t'1. lll' und 
I 7'1, December, )()09 und read a seconcl lime on 2 i" December, 
2009" 

6.3 ·Page 3:

6.3. I Substitution of the word "s11bse1111ently "for the word "however" in
line !.

6.4 Page 4: Paragraph IO:

6.4.1 

6.5 

6.5. 

6.6 

6.6. I 

Substitution of the paragraph to read as follows:
" Ar its second meeting, the Committee agreed to invite the /-Jon.

. . .l11sticc'. i(?.etd.) Clcuulctte 5i'ingh. to_ ilJJ/JCar ill its next meeting to
inform !\lcmhers on the consulration prucess !110! H'C!S used prior lU
the /a/Jling of!lw Bill".

Page 4, Paragraph I I: 

Substitution of the paragraph to read as follows: 
"011 TVednesdav, Ji/' Octnber, )010, rhe Jion Jusricc (Retd.J 
C/a11derrc Sing!; al 1he yc1 meeting, provided tlze Commirree ,1·i1/z 
the derails of rhc co11s11llalio11 process rlwt 1rns employed in 
keeping tt irh 1he COC/J!J/3 J11stice !mpro,·eme/1/ ,\.fodemisali,,n 
Project". 

Page 5: Paragraph 17: 

Insertion of a sub-heading "Attcmbnce" 

6 



6.7 

6.7.1 

6.7.2 

6.7.3 

6.7.4 

ITEl\l 7: 

7.1 

7.1.1 

_ .... _ 

\ D.JOC R;\l\J Ei\T 

Examination of i\latrix attached: 

The following Clauses were accepted as amended: 

Clauses 2, 26. 28, 32.34, 35.44, 45, 48. 
First Schedule: paragraph 13 ( 4 ). 
Fonn 5: Ruic I. paragraph 5, Ruic \' 111, paragraph 16, and Rule 
:,CV. paragraph _ _!. 

The following clauses were accepted as presented: 

Clause I, 4, 23 to 25,27, 29 to 31. 33, 34 (1&2). 35 (2&3), 36, 38 
(2 &3J, 39 to 43, 44 (2to4), 45(5). 46, 47 and 48(5). 
First Schedule: paragraphs I to 12, paragraph ( ! -.3) and paragraphs 
\4to24. 
Forms: I to4. 
Fmuth Schedule 
Rule I: paragraphs I to 4 and paragraph 6. 
Rules 11 to V 11, Ruic VI I I, paragraph 17, Rules l X to XIV, Ruic 
XV, paragraph 2 and Rule XV I to XV l 11. 

Thercalier, the Committee adopted its report on the Legal 
Practitioners (Amendment) Bill 2009, Bill No. 45/2009, by a 
),lotion moved by Ms. Teixeira and seconded by Mr. Nandlall. 

The Committees Division was requested to take note of the 
crnTcctio11s- to the report and suhmit �arnc and thL" rclcv,m·t i\lotion 
to the \lon. Minister on ;-;1onday 2:5'" October, 2010, for signature. 

ANY OTIIER BUSINESS 

Completion of Committee's work 

The Chairperson announced that the Special Select Committee had 
completed its work and expressed appreciation to Members of the 
Committee and the staff of the Connnittccs Division for their 
suppurt. 

.·\t 'i.45 p.m. the meeting concluded. 

I c·, ,con/i m,cc/J 
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APPENDIX III 

SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE ON THE LEGAL PRACTITIONERS 

(AMENDMEND BILL 2009- BILL NO. 45 OF 2009 

ATTENDANCE RECORD (2010) 

I

NAME 
----

-----

The Hon. Charles R. Ramson, S. C. M. P. 
The Hon. Manzoor Nadir, M.P. 

I Ms. Gail Teixeira, M.P. 
Mr. Moses Nagamootoo, J.P., M.P. 
Mr. Mohabir A. �andlall, M.P. 
Mr. DharamkumarSeeraj, M.P, 
The. Hon. Priya D. l\Janickchand, M.P. 
.\1rs. Clarissa Riehl, M.P. 

-------- -
Mr. Basil Williams, M.P. 
Mr. Aubrey C. Norton, M.P. 

Mr. Kbemraj Ramjattan, M.P. 
·-

•'J 

Pr. 
Abs. 
Ex. 

.., 

Present 
Absent 
Excused 

Committees Division 
Parliament Office 
Pnblic Buildings 
Georgetown 

Anril 
s•• 

Pr. 
Pr. 

--�---

Pr. 
Pr. .. 
Pr. 

. : Pr. 
-

I Pr. 

I
Pr. 
Pr. 

Pr. 
. 

Oct. 

is•• ! 201
• 

- -

Pr. Pr. 
Pr. Pr. ----
foe Ex. 
Pr. ' Pr. 
Pr. Pr. 
Pr. Pr. 
Pr. Pr. 

' Pr. Pr. 
... 

j 
Abs. Ex. 

Abs. Abs. 
I 

-

22°•

-

Abs. 
Pr. 

' Ex. 
Pr. 

·····-

Pr. 
Pr. 

j E� 
Ex. 
Ex. 

Abs. 




