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1. AN ACT to provide certain rights to persons with disabilities; to provide for the
promotion and protection and full and equal enjoyment of the rights; to facilitate the
enforcement of the rights; to eliminate discrimination on the basis of disability; to provide
for the welfare and rehabili tation of persons with disabilities; to provide for the registration
of persons with disabilities; to establish the National Commission on Disabilities; and for
connected purposes.

Introduction and First Reading 

2. The Bill was introduced in the Nat ional Assembly and read for the first time on 19th

November, 2009.

Second Reading 

3. The Bill was read for the second time and debated on 26th November, 2009.

Committal to Select Committee 

4. Following its second reading, the Bill was committed by the National Assembly to a
Special Select Committee for consideration.

Members of the Special Select Committee 

5. At a meeting held on 10th December, 2009, the Committee of Selection nominated the
following Members to comprise the Special Select Committee to consider the Persons with
Disabilities Bill 2009 - Bill No. 44 of 2009:
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Members of the People's Progressive Party/ Civic (PPP/C) (6) 

The Hon. Shaik K. Z. Baksh, M.P., 
Minister of Education 

The Hon. Dr. Leslie S. Ramsammy, M.P., 
Minister of Health 

The Hon. Dr. Desrey Fox, M.P.,(now deceased) 

Mr. Norman A. Whittaker, J.P, M.P., 

Dr. Vishwa Deva Budhram Mahadeo, M.P 

Rev. Kwame Gilbert, M.P 

Members of the People's National Congress Reform-1 Guyana (PNC-lG) (3) 

Mrs. Deborah J. Backer, M.P. 

Dr. George A. Norton., M.P. 

Ms. Cheryl Sampson, M.P. 

Member of the Alliance For Change (AFC) (1) 

Mrs. Latchmin Budhan -Punalall, M.P. 

6. The Committee of Selection, further, met on 11 1h March, 2010, and nominated the
Hon. Dr. Jennifer R.A. Westford, M.P., to replace the late Hon. Desrey Fox, M.P., on the
Committee.

First meeting of the Committee - Election of Chairman 

7. At its first meeting held on 11 th \larch, 2010, the Committee elected the Hon. Dr.
Leslie S. Ramsammy, M.P., I\linister of Health, as Chairman of the Special Select
Committee.
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Other Meetings of the Committee 

8. The Committee met on three (3) other occasions as follows:

7th April, 2010

14th April, 2010

20th April, 2010

Consideration of the Bill 

9. Following are the details of the Committee's considerations:

The following Clauses were accepted as presented

1,2,3,4,5,,8,, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20,22,23,25,29,30,31,33,34,35,36,37 ,38,40, and

42.

The following Clauses were accepted as amended 

6,7,9,21,24, 26, 27,28, 32,39, and 41 were amended and accepted. 

Schedule 

The following paragraphs of the Schedule were accepted as presented -

3,4,5,6,8,9,10,11,12,13,14, 15 mzd16. 

Amendments were made to the following paragraphs -

1 and 2. 

10. Details of the amendments made to the Bill and Schedule are attached at Appendix I.
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Report of the Special Select Committee 

11. At its 3"1 meeting held on 14th April, 2010, the Special Select Committee on the
Persons with Disabilities Bill 2009- Bill No. 44 of 2009, agreed that the Chairman would
review the amendments prepared by the Chief Parliamentary Counsel and, with the
approval of the Committee, submit the Report to the National Assembly. However, having
examined the amendments, the Chairman sought to have a 4th meeting on 20th April, 2010.

12. The Committee, at its 4th meeting, further examined the amendments and considered
its Draft Report. Thereafter, the Special Select Committee on the Persons with Disabilities
Bill 2009 - Bill No.44 of 2009 agreed that this Report on its consideration of the Bill should
be presented to the National Assembly for adoption.

13. The Report is accordingly, hereby submitted to the National Assembly.

Minutes 

14. The Minutes of proceedings of the Committee can be seen at Appendix II.

Verbatim Records 

15. Verbatim Records of the proceedings of the Committee have been prepared and are

available at the Parliament Office.

Committees Division 
Parliament Office 
Public Buildings 
Brickdam, Stabroek 
Georgetown 

20th April, 2010 

/,<LI,[� 
Hon. Dr. Leslie Ramsammy, M.P., 

Minister of Health 
Chairman 
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APPENDIX 1 

(Amendments to Bill No. 44/2009) 



APPE·IDIXI 

PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES BILL 2009-
(Bill No. 44 of 2009) 

Amendments approved by the Special Select Committee 

Amendment of clause 6 

In the marginal note for the word 

"Registration• substitute the words 

"Registration of person s and organisations". 

Amendment of clause 7 

In the marginal note for the word 

"false Information• substitute the words 

"Giving false Information". 

Amendment of clause 9 

In the marginal note for the word 



"Complain" substitute the word 

"Complaint". 

Amendment of clause 21 

Delete the words "(1)". 

Amendment of clause 24 

For the word "Auxilliary" substitute the word "Auxiliary". 

Amendment of clause 26 

Clause 26(1) is amended bY the insertion immediately after the wo,d "Act· the 

words 

"or a later date that the Minis ter may prescribe,•. 

Amendment ,r. clause 27 

Clause 27(1) is amended by the insertion immediately after the word "Act" the 

words "or a later date that the Minister may prescribe". 

"or a later date that the Minis ter may prescribe,·. 

Ame�drnent of clause 28 

"For the words "Mobility for" substitute the words "Mobility of". 

J\me,1dment of clause 32(1) and (J) (ci 

For the word "Peoples" s-.bstitute ti.) word "People". 
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Amendment of clause 39 

For the words "prima fade" substitute the words "prima facie". 

Amendment of clause 41 

(a) For clause 41(1) substitute the following -

(1) The Minister responsible for Health may make regulations for carrying

out the provisions of this Act relating to the areas for which the

Minister has responsibility including -

(a) the rehabilitation of persons with disabilities under this Act;

(b) specifying the day and time when each national television

station shall comply with section 26(1) and a different day may

be specified for each station;

(c) giving any direction to a telephone provider to a'ssist the

provider to comply with section 27(1).

(b) In clause 41(3) (a) and (b)

For the words "sectiol'\ 14" substitute the words "section 13".

SCHEDULE 

The following paragraphs of the Schedule were accepted as presented 

3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15 and 16. 
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Amendment to Schedule 

In paragraph 1 delete the words '(1)" 

In paragraph 2(1) 

For the word "whom" substitute the word "who' 

Paragraph 2 - Delete printer's error relating paragraph (2) beginning with the 

words "(2) The functions" and ending with the words" the Commission.". 
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APPENDIX II 

(Minutes of Proceedings) 



IIIE N \ rlO'I.\L \SSE.\IIILY OF TIIE FIRST SESSIO'I 
<W TIIF: "'"Tit P\Rt.l \ME'IT OF GI \'.\N\ (!IMl6- 2010) 

\IF�\,TES OF TllE 

t" �IEETING <W TIIE Sl'ECI.\L s�:LECT COM\11TTEE ON PERSONS WITII 
UISAIIIUTIES IIILL 2009 - IIILL 'fo. � OF 11Kl9 

lrnLD ON fllLRSD,\ Y, 11 111 .\1,\RCII, lOIO 
L'I TIIE SPEAKER'S CIIAMBERS, 

Pl'IILIC Blill.DINGS, IIRICKUA'VI, GEORGETOWN. 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTF:E 

The Hon. Hari N. Ramkarran. SC.. M.P. Speaker 
(As Prcsu:ling Officer for tll_c�lcction of!J1c c;haJrn1;111} 

Other Members 

From the People's Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/Cl (5) 
/Nominated bt· the Committee of Selection on 11 '" December, 2009) 

The Hon. Shaik KL Baksh. M P, 
Minister of Education 

The Hon. Dr. Leslie S. Ramsammy, M.P., 
Minister of Health 

Mr. Norman A.Whittaker. J.P. M.P. 

Dr. Vislma Deva Budhram Mahadco. M.P. 

Rev. K\\amc Gilbert.MP 

( I ,·acant scat) 

- Excused

From lhe People's ,'lational Congress Reform - I Guyana ( PNOR - I G) (3) 
(Nominated by the Committee of Selection on It"' December, 2009) 

\lrs. Deborah J Bach·r. :\I.P - Absent

Dr. GL·orgc :\. Norwn. \1. P - . \bscnt

\Is. Che" I Sampson. \I P - .\bscnt

From the \lliam·e For ('hange (.\FC) (I) 

t�,1111111atcd b:, the l',1111,nittce ,,fSckct,,111,111 I(·· lkccmhcr, 211()_<!] 

\lrs L1tch111in lludhan l'1111alall. \I I' 



( l r
t
ic,·r, 

\Ir..;. t 'l,u11k1 J),mi,:ls-t i1\.'ct1id�1..· 
\Ir. '.iiv,:1L1i l'r\·ce 

l l,_·1k 11f( 11111milll'1..:s

M \·-.,,i:-.t.1t1t ( ·1 .... Tk \11'( 'i1111ini!l 1...'l'S 

ITE\I I: 

1.1 

ITV\! 2: 

2.1 

2.1 

2.1.2 

('\LI .  ro ORDER 

I he 'ipcakcr "s l'rcsiding Ol'liccr for the· cb:tion ,,r a ( 'hainnan t,,r ;he 
('un11niltcc calkd the 111edi11,; lo ,,r.Jcr al 4.0 6 p 111. 

1•:lECTION OF C'IL\IRM.\c'i OF THE SPECL\L 'iEI.EC'T 

CO\l\l lTTEE 0"1 PERSONS WITH DISABILITlf.S BILL 2009 - HILL 

'llo. -1-t OF .2009. 

l he Speaker calkd for 110111inations ,,fa Chairman for the Committee. 

Dr. Vi.shwa De,a Budhram MahaJeo. M.P. prupo.,ed and Rev. Kwame (iilbert. 
M.P. ,econded the nomination c,flhe Hnn. Dr. Leslie',. Rctmsammy. M.P.

l"ht.:rc ht:ing n1> {1thcr nnminati(Jn. the c.:;pl.·akcr declared thl? 1-h:m. Dr. Leslie- S. 
Ram':'>anlln). �:1.P., as Chairman 1lfthc Comrnittc�. 

\DJOl'HNMENT 

At .. .J..06 p.m. the meeting was adjourni.:d sine die. 

( '011/irmcd this day of. lpril. 20 I ii 

... ·/ 
i

I ·�-:\.. ....... ;,,(.\-..... . /�.··- " .. / .... ) .. . 
r//e 1/011. Dr. /.1.'\'li<! .\'. Nulll.\dl}]III_\\ ,\;( fl. 

\fini.,·tl·r ,J/ /r',tlrh 
( 'h11>,11,ff/ 



TIIE NATIONAL .\SSE:\IULY OF TIIE Fm.ST SESSION 
OF TIIE NINTII PARLI.\MENT OF (;llY \NA (2006- 20IO) 

'\IINUTES OF TIIE 
2nd MEETI NG OF TIIE SPECIAL SELECT co,nJITTEE ON PERSONS WITII 

lllS.\HILITIES BILL 2009 - HILL :>lo.�� OF 2009 
IIELD ON WEDNESDAY, 7•h April, 20IO 

IN TIIE l'.\RLIAMENT CIL\\.IBF.R, 
l'UILIC lll 1 1LlllN<;S, BRICKDAM. (;EOR(;ETOWN. 

!\I EMBERS OF TIIE CO,\IMITTEE( IO) 

Chairman (l'Pl'/C) 
(Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 11 'h Dccemhcr,2009) 
( Elected by the Committee on 11 'h March,2010) 

The Hon. Dr. Leslie S. Ramsammy. M.P .• 
Minister of Health 

From the People's Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) (5) 
(Nominated by the Committee of Selection on ll'h December, 2009) 

The Hon. Shaik K.Z. Baksh, M.P., 
Minister of Education 

Mr. Norman A. Whittaker, J.P., M.P. - Excused

Dr. Yishwa Deva Budhram Mahadeo, M.P. 

Rev. Kwame Gilbert, M.P. 
(Nominated by the Committee of selection on 11 '" March. 20 I 0) 

The I-Ion. Dr. Jenniter R.A. Westford.M.P 
Minister of Public Service 

From the People's National Congress Reform - l Guyana (PNC/R- JG) (3) 
(Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 11 'h December, 2009) 

Mrs. Deborah .I. Backer. \I.I'. - .\bsent

- E.\CLJSl'd 

\Is. (hen I �a1111N>n. \I.I'. 

From the. \lliancc For ( 'hangc (. \FC) (I) 
L'-•"ninatcd h, the ( \,mmittee "( S,·ketion <lll 1.1 '" DcL·c111hcr. �IHJ <JJ 

\ Ir,. I .a!c'ht11i11 llL1dlw11 1'L111,ilall. \I. I'. · l'.,cllscd

I)



Officers 

\Is. lkhorah (iray 
\Is. lkll"n .\dan,.s 

- ('krk \ll'thc· ('t1n1111itlc'C
- .\"ist,111t l 'lerk \,t· Co111n1itlc'e

ITE'1 I: 

I. I

ITE,t 2: 

2.1. 

2.2 

� ' 
-· _) 

ITE\I J: 

C.\LL TO ORDER 

I he 111ecting 11;,s called t\, nrckr at 3.15 p.111. 

.\'.\\ OL :\CE\IE:\TS 

rhe Chairnian e,-;temkd a 11ar11111clc,1111e to \km hers and apologized for 
the late stal1. 

I k gave a brid' history ,if the Bill which was passed in the 'Jational 
Assembly in N,)1·ember, 2009, after its tirst and second reading. ft was. 
thcrcalkr. referred to a Select Committee at the request of a Member of 
the .\lliance For Change. 

The Committee was informed that the t,,!luwing persuns had 
asked to be excused:-

(i) \Ir. Nurman Whittaker,.\1.P:

( ii) Dr. Genrge ;-.;orton.,v1.P:and

( iii I .\1s.Latchmin BuJhan-Punalall.M.P

lhc Committee nnted that \ls.Cheryl Sampsun. \I.P .. had to lea1e to 
attend aihithcr Committt:e meeting at 3.10pm. 

( IRCl L\TIO\ OF IJO('l .\IE\TS 

Iii '\,llicc 1,, ;itlc'nJ the �"'1 rneeting d,llc·d I'' \pril.::'tillh11d
1111 \li11111c·s ,,!'the 1 ·' \keting held "n 11'1' \l,1rcl1.::'IIIII.



ITE\I -t: CORRECTI0'.'1 A:\D CO:\FIR\L\TIO'I OF TIIE ,11:'il'TES OF TIIE 
1' 1 \IEETING IIELD ON Till RSI>\ Y,I I'" \larch 2010. 

-+. I f'h�1\� heing no corredions. th!.! \1inutt:s \\\;rt: contirme<l on a llll)tion 1110\ed 
and secunded hy Re\'. f;.\\amc (iilhcrt.\1.1' and Dr. Vishwa D.B. 
\lahadell.\1.1' r,spe,ti, dy. 

ITE.\15: CONSIDERA TIO'.'/ OF THE ,1ETI-IODOLO(;y FOR THE 
COMMITTEE'S PROCEEDl'.'IGS 

5.1 lhe C,,mmittee agreed to examine the Bill clause hy clause. 

ITEM 6: CONSIDERATION OF THE PERSONS WITH DISABILITIES BILL 
2009-(Bill No.-t-t of 2009) 

6.1 The Committee examined the Bill clause by clause and accepted the clauses as 
presented except for the following amendments which were made and 
accepted: 

Clauses Amendments/Chan2es 

Clause 21 (1) Deletion of·'( I)" at the beginning 
of the oaral!raoh 

Clause 26 (I) and (2) Deferred 

Clause 27 (I) and (2) Deferred 
Substituting the word ··facie"" for 

, the word .. fade"" in line 2. Cl· I at 1se 39 r�---�-- -----
-·---I-, --------· -----·-----'

1 Schedule 

.: Constitution . .\1anagem�nt and
: ltmcti,rn, llf the 's;ational 
Clllnmissil111 on Disahiliti1.;s 

Clause I ( 11 

(busc c.1 I 11:::1 

1 

I r 

I 
I 

, Dckti,rn ,,f .. ( I)"" at the hegi1111ing 
()r th, paragraph. 

--------··"·-·· ----------···- - __ _j 

l)dL·tilHl llf the �ectinn on pag1..· 19
and 1h, 11 ,mis ··11 ho111 shall h,
ckcicd '" and li\>111 1hc \k111bc-rs
(l!. th� l ·Pmmi:-.silrn:·

- ----



h.:2 In n.:'iJ)llllSL' lll a qL11.:r� hy a \kmhcr \\ ith rL'gard to the rcgistratiPn ur

di.sabled rers,ln.s. the Cliair111an int,n111ed the Cll111111itte<: that 11,\11-rcgist<:red
disabled per'<lllS mluld 11<11 J,e pcnali/c'd. I k 11<1,,e,er. Sll)cgcstcd th,11 the,
\\lHild he unahk {l) rL'Cei\\.' CL'rUin bC!lL'lits.

(,., I he 11,in. \linistcr Westt,nd c.,prcsscd 1\:scn atiuns ,, ith regards 1,1 the 
,kadlines gi,en t,1 the rri,ate cntitic, in Clauses 26 and 27. I he l'hainnan. 
therefore. agreed tn rCSL'arch similar kgislatiPll� in \llhcr juri�dictil)l1S and 
lcH\\.trd same l<l the \lc111bcrs. rhc 1,,"121 Clau,cs ,,ere then d,·frrrcd to next 
tllCL'ting. 

6.--1 1·1ie Cun1111ittcc. thcrcatkr. appnncd the llill in principle and a:cr<:ed that the 
C<J111111ittccs l)i, ision \\<lt1ld. in the n1c·ant;1nc. rrcpare a drati rcpurt for it.s 
cnnsid�ratilH1 at the next \lcding 

AD.JOL:R"i:\-IENT 

At--1.06 p.m. the meeting was adjourned tn 1--1'" April.2010 . 

( 'onfirmed rhis ..... duy o/.lpri/.](} /{) 

J , 
, I I , • - .

. . . . ,,( .. ;., .... \ ...... i.' ...... ' ............ ·;":.' .. )· .. 
The Hon Dr. Leslie S. Rum.1,11111ny,·Jf. P .. 

;\/i11isler oj'l leollh 
( 'huirmun 
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST SESSION 
OF THE NINTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA (2006- 2010) 

MINUTES OF THE 
3rd MEETING OF THE SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE ON PERSONS WITH 

DISABILITIES BILL 2009- BILL No. 44 OF 2009 
HELD ON THURSDAY, 14th April, 2010 

IN THE PARLIAMENT CHAMBER, 
PUBLIC BUIIDINGS, BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN. 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEEflO} 

Chairman {PPP/C} 
(Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 11th December,2009) 
(Elected by the Committee on 11th March,2010) 

The Hon. Dr. Leslie S. Ramsammy, M.P., 
Minister of Health 

From the People's Progressive Party/Civic {PPP/C} (5) 
(Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 11th December, 2009) 

The Hon. Shaik K.Z. Baksh, M.P., 
Minister of Education 

Mr. Nonnan A.Whittaker, J.P., M.P. 

Dr. Vishwa Deva Budhram Mahadeo, M.P. 

Rev. Kwame Gilbert, M.P. 
(Nominated by the Committee of selection on 11 '" March, 2010) 

The Hon. Dr. Jennifer R.A. Westford,M.P 
Minister of Public Service 

From the People's National Congress Reform- 1 Guyana (PNC/R- lG) (3) 
(Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 11 th December, 2009) 

Mrs. Deborah J .  Backer, M.P. 

Dr. George A. Norton, M.P. 

Ms. Cheryl Sampson, M.P. 

- Absent

- Absent

-Absent

From the Alliance For Change {AFC) (1) 
(Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 11 th December, 2009) 

Mrs. Latchmin Budhan-Punalall, M.P. 



Officers 

Ms. Deborah Gray 
Ms. Dellon Adams 

- Clerk of the Committee
- Assistant Clerk of Committee

In Attendance 

Mr. Cecil Dhurjon - Chief Parliamentary Counsel

ITEM 1: 

I. I

ITEM 2: 

2.1. 

ITEM3: 

3.1 

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order at 3 .20 p.m. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Chairman extended a warm welcome to Members and apologized for 
the late start. 

CIRCULATION OF DOCUMENTS 

The following documents were circulated prior to the meeting: 

(i) Notice to attend the 3rd meeting dated 751 April,2010;and
(ii) Minutes of the 2nd Meeting held on 7

th 
April,2010.

The following document was circulated at the meeting: 
(i) Draft report of the Persons with Disabilities Bill 2009- Bill No. 44

of 2009.

ITEM 4: CORRECTION AND CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 
2nd MEETING HELD ON Wednesday,7'h April, 2010. 

4.1 Corrections:-

4.1.1 Page 2, paragraph 6.1 

Substituting" Clause (2)" for "Clause 2 ( 1) (2)" in the table of amendments 
and changes 

1 



4 .1 The Minutes were accepted as corrected on a motion moved 
and seconded by The Hon. Dr. Jennifer Westford,M.P and Dr. Vishwa D.B. 
Mahadeo,M.P respectively. 

ITEM 5: CONSIDERATION OF DEFFERED CLAUSES 26 AND 27 
AMENDMENTS OF THE BILL 

5.1 Flexibility of timelines: 

5.1. l The chairman reported that he had held discussions with regards to the 
subject of the two(2) clauses was advised that the time lines stated in 
Clauses 26 and 27 were appropriate. He invited the guidance of the Chief 
Parliamentary Counsel ( CPC). 

5.1.2 The CPC advised that there could be flexibility within the clauses and it 
was agreed that he would formulate Clauses 26 and 27 to reflect same. 

Clauses 
Amendments/Chane:es 

Clause 26 (I) Insertion of "or at a later date 
that the Minister may prescribe" 
after the word "Act". 

Clause 27 (I) Insertion of "or at a later date 

that the Minister may prescribe" 
after the word "Act". 
Insertion of sub-paragraph( c) 
"For regulating the time and 

Clause 41(3) duration that a National 
Television station shall observe 
the provisions of Section 26(1)". 

Schedule Substition of the word "who" for 
Clause 2 (I) the word "whom" in line 2. 
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ITEM 6: CONSIDERATION OF THE COMMITTEE'S DRAFT REPORT 

6.1 Confirmed Issues: 

6.1.1 The Committee agreed that the Chief Parliamentary Counsel would provide 
A formulation for a sub-paragraph (c) of Clause 41(3) regulating the time 
and the specific special programmes of national interest that would be aired 
in relation to Clauses 26(1) and 27(1). 

6.1.2 The Committee, thereafter, agreed that the changes on the Bill would be 
made by the CPC and forwarded to the Clerk of the Committee.The changes 
would , thereafter,be reflected in the Report. 

6.1.3 It was agreed in principle that once the changes were made to the report,it 
would be circulated electronically to Members who,in principle,adopted it 
and authorized the Chairman to submit same to the National Assembly for 
adoption at its next Sitting. 

6.2 GENERAL OBSERVATIONS 

6.2.1 Mrs. Punalall sought the Chairman's indulgence in making the following 
observations:-

• Whether parameters were in place to measure the severity
of a person's disbility

• Provisions for a time frame regarding Sports programming
for the disabled.

• Conditions for issuing driver's licences to persons with
disabilities (Clause 30)

6.2.2 In response to the above, the Chairman informed the Committee that the Bill 
was a recognition of the government's ambitions for the disabled, and sought 
to create an empowering environment for such ambitions to be met. He 
explained that those issues would be dealt with by the National Commission 
on Disabilities and the relevant authorities as the need arose. 
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ADJOURNMENT 

At 4.06 p.m. the meeting was adjourned . 

Confirmed this ........... day of April,2010 

..... ,4-fZ-.... rfl.'-:-:.� .. � ......... ,c)······ 
The Hon. Dr. Leslie S. Ramsammy, MP., 

Minister of Health 
Chairman 
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THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST SESSION 
OF THE NINTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA (2006-2010) 

MINUTES OF THE 
4th MEETING OF THE SPECIAL SELECT COMMITTEE ON PERSONS WITH 

DISABILITIES BILL 2009 - BILL No. 44 OF 2009 
HELD ON TUESDAY, 201

• April, 2010 
IN COMMITTEE ROOM No. 1, 

PUBLIC BUILDINGS, BRICKDAM, GEORGETOWN. 

MEMBERS OF THE COMMITTEE(lO) 

Chairman (PPP/C} 
(Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 11'" December,2009) 
(Elected by the Committee on 11'" March,2010) 

The Hon. Dr. Leslie S. Ramsammy, M.P., 
Minister of Health 

From the People's Progressive Party/Civic (PPP/C) (5) 
(Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 11 iii December, 2009) 

The Hon. Shaik K.Z. Baksh, M.P., 
Minister of Education 

Mr. Norman A.Whittaker, J.P., M.P. 

Dr. Vishwa Deva Budhram Mahadeo, M.P. 

Rev. Kwame Gilbert, M.P. 

- Absent

-Excused

{Nominated by the Committee of selection on 11 '" March, 20 I 0) 

The Hon. Dr. Jennifer R.A. Westford,M.P 
Minister of Public Service 

From the People's National Congress Reform - 1 Guyana <PNC/R lG) (3) 
(Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 11th December, 2009) 

Mrs. Deborah J. Backer, M.P. 

Dr. George A. Norton, M.P. 

Ms. Cheryl Sampson, M.P. 

- Absent

- Absent

-Excused

From the Alliance For Change (AFC) (1) 
<Nominated by the Committee of Selection on 11th December, 2009) 

Ms. Latchmin Budhan-Punalall, M.P. -Excused



Officers 

Ms. Deborah Gray 
Ms. Dellon Adams 

- Clerk of the Committee
- Assistant Clerk of Committee

In Attendance 

Mr. Cecil Dhurjon - Chief Parliamentary Counsel

ITEM 1: 

I. I

ITEM 2: 

2.1. 

2.2 

2.2. l 

ITEM 3: 

3. l

CALL TO ORDER 

The meeting was called to order 11.10 a.m. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Excuses: 

The following persons had asked to be excused: 

(i) Dr. Vishwa Mahadeo,M.P
(ii) Ms.Cheryl Sampson,M.P;and
(iii) Ms. Latchmin Budhan-Punalall,M.P.

Amendments to Bill: 

The Chairman explained to Members that the Chief Parliamentary 
Counsel had included some additional amendments to the Bill, hence the 
holding of a fourth meeting to ratify those amendments. 

CIRCULATION OF DOCUMENTS 

The following documents were circulated electronically prior to the 
meeting: 

(i) Notice to attend the 4th meeting dated 19th April,201 O;
(ii) Minutes of the 3 rd Meeting held on 14th April,2010;and
(iii) Copy of amendments made by Chief Parliamentary Counsel.

3. l .1 The following documents were circulated at the meeting: 

(i) Notice to attend the 4th meeting dated 19th April,201 O;
(ii) Minutes of the 3rd Meeting held on 14th April,2010;
(iii) Copy of amendments made by Chief Parliamentary Counsel;and
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(iv) Copy of the Draft Report on Persons with Disabilities Bill 2009-(Bill
No. 44 of2009).

ITEM 4: CORRECTION AND CONFIRMATION OF THE MINUTES OF THE 
3rd MEETING HELD ON Wednesday,141h April, 2010.

4.1 Page 2, paragraph 5.1.l 
Insertion of the word "and" before the word "was" in line 2. 

4.1.1 Page 3, paragraph 6.1.l 
Substitution of"a" for "A" at the beginning ofline 2. 

4.1.2 Page 3, paragraph 6.2.1 
Substitution of the word "disability" for the word "disbility". 

4.1.3 The Minutes were.thereafter, confirmed as corrected on a motion moved 
and seconded by Rev, Kwame Gilbert,M.P and Mr. Norman Whittaker,M.P 
respectively. 

ITEM 5: CONSIDERATION OF THE AMENDMENTS MADE BY THE CHIEF 
PARLIAMENT ARY COUNSEL 

5.1 Additional amendments: 

5. I. I The Committee examined the amendments clause by clause and approved the 
amendments made. 

ITEM 6: CONSIDERATION OF THE COMMITTEE'S DRAFT REPORT 

6.1 Examination: 

6.1.1 The Committee examined the Report paragraph by paragraph and agreed that 
the Clerk of the Committee would amend paragraph 11 to reflect the need for a 
4th meeting. Paragraphs 12 to 14 would, therefore, be re-numbered 
accordingly. 

6.1.2 The Committee also agreed that Appendix I would be presented in the same 
format as submitted by the CPC. 
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6.2 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

6.2.1 The Chairman thanked all the Members and staff of the Committees Division and 
noted that with the examination of the Bill, Guyana has been made to look a 
little more humane to the cause of the disabled and, further posited that the Bill 
sought to change the way in which persons with disabilities were treated. 

ADJOURNMENT 

At 11.40 a.m. the meeting was adjourned. 

Unconfirmed 
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