EIGHTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA
SECOND SESSION (2002-2006)
NATIONAL ASSEMBLY
RESOLUTION NO. 98
WHEREAS the Report of the Joint Committee on Radio Monopoly, Non-Partisan Boards
and Broadcasting Legislation, which was established by agreement between the late Mr. H.
Desmond Hoyte and President Jagdeo in May, 2001, recommends that the State-Owned media
should, "in line with their public-service function, provide news and current affairs coverage of
the views, statements, activities and policies of political parties in a manner that is partial,
balanced and accurate, thereby allowing the public to make informed political choices", and
"facilitate political parties and candidates in their right of reply";
AND WHEREAS both private and state media houses have signed a GECOM Code of
Conduct for the Media on January 7, 2005, in fulfillment of the Memorandum of Understanding
For The Support Of The Next General Elections In Guyana signed on 20th July, 2005, between
the Government of Guyana, GECOM and Donors, providing for appropriate arrangements for
equitable access to the state media by political parties during the campaign;
AND WHEREAS the COMMUNIQUE signed on May 6, 2003 between His Excellency
President Bharrat Jagdeo and Opposition PNC/R Leader Mr. Robert Corbin states "equitable
access (based on Parliamentary representation) to the state-owned media by all Parliamentary
parties (as distinct from government) would be instituted without delay";
AND WHEREAS the constructive engagement process was interrupted by the PNC/R
leading to a failure to conclude a formula for the equitable allocation of time and space to
Parliamentary parties based on representation;
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RESOLVED,
That the issue of Equitable Access to State Media by Parliamentary
Political Parties, as distinct from Government, be submitted to a
Parliamentary Select Committee at which the views, opinions and
proposals of the Parliamentary Political Parties and those of relevant
media officials would be solicited, considered and recommendations made
to the House. The Select Committee will be tasked with providing its first
report to Parliament within six (6) weeks of the commencement of
hearings;
FURTHER RESOLVED,
That the said Parliamentary Select Committee be also tasked with:
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1. a similar process of soliciting and considering the views,
opinions and proposals of Parliamentary Political Parties
and stake-holders involved with all of the other outstanding
matters which resulted from the abandonment of the
Constructive Engagement Process; and
2. the submission of the recommendations to the House.
Passed by the National Assembly on 16th February, 2006.
