Ref: No. 11 of 2012

Ruling on the Presence of Two or More Bills of the Same or Similar Content on the Order Paper
1. The Hon Member, Mr. Khemraj Ramjattan has sought leave to introduce two Bills into the House namely, the Public Utilities Commission (Amendment) Bill 2012- Bill No. 15/2012 and the Telecommunications Bill 2012 – Bill No. 16 of 2012.

2. Almost immediately afterwards, the Government introduced two Bills of the exact nature and content and intituled exactly as those introduced by Mr. Ramjattan.

3. In keeping with Standing Order 53 (1) and (2) the Government’s Bills were presented and appeared on the Order Paper without having to undergo the notice period required for Private member’s Bills. 

4. The effect of this is to make them have precedence.

5. A concern has been raised about the presence of “2 opposition Bills which are on the same matters and are almost identical to the government’s Bills to be laid and read for the first time at the same October 22, 2012”. (See letter dated 19th October, 2012 by Government Chief Whip).

6. The provisions of Standing Order 69 have been advanced as providing an answer for the question posed.

7. I have considered Standing Order 69, which addresses the putting of questions of the same or substantially the same questions that have already been agreed or negative, by the House.

8. Standing Order 69 is explicit in that it restricts the introduction of issues determined before.

9. It is obvious to me that two or more Bills or Motions, or questions can be on the Order Paper at the same time. However, once there is a determination of one, the others must be abandoned.

Ruling:
10. There is no conflict generated by the presence on the Order Paper of four Bills that are strikingly similar.           
________________________________ 

Hon. Raphael G.C.Trotman, M.P.

Speaker of the National Assembly

Dated this 22nd day of October, 2012

