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faith and without knowledge that he was not entitled so to appJy 
the loan or any part thereof shall be upon the person charged. 

29. Any minutes made of meetings of the Commission shall
if duly sigi11ed by the Chairman or the Deputy Ch.aii.nnain or the 
Commissioner presiding at a meeting of the Commission and 
without proof of any other matter or thing!, be rec�vable in all � 
legal proceedings as prlma f acie evidence of the proceedings of 
the Commission of which minutes have been made and every 
meeting, of the Commission in respect of the proceedings of 
which mmutes have been so made shall be deemed to have been 
duly convened and held and all ·members thereat to have been 
duly qualified to act. 

30. The Minister responsiole for finance may, by order
which shall be subject to affirmative resolution of the National 
Assembly, exempt the Comm�ion from liability foc any tax, 
du�y, rate, levy or other charge due to the revenue of .Guyana. 

Power of the 31. (1) -The Minister may gave to the CommisSii.on directions
�s� of a general charncter as to the policy to be followed by the 
'8�� to the Commission in the performance of its functions and the Commis­
comm1ss10n. Slion shall giive effect to those directions. 

(2) In carrying out such measures of reorganisation or
sucb wor1ks of development as involve a substantial ouitlay on 
capital account, the Commission shall act in accordance with a 
general programme approved, from time to time, by the Minister. 

(3� In the exercise of its functions in relation to training, 
education and research, the Commission shall act in accordance 
with a general programme approved by the Minister, 

(4) The Commission shall afford, to the Mi.wster informa·
tion requested � him with respect to the business of the Com­
mission and shall furnish him with annual estimates, and sueh 
returns as he may require. 

(5) The Commission shall provide the Minister with such
facilities as will enable the verification of information furnished 
in 1)1.M'suallOO of this section. 

(6) The power of the Minister to give directions to the
Commission under this section s:hall enend to giving to the 
Comrni!rSion directions as to -

a) the disposal of capital assets;

b) the application orf the proceeds of such disvosaJs.
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(7) Any direction given under subsection (6) may require
the whole or any part of the revenues of the Commission to be 
paid into the Consolidated Fund.

32. The Commission may - Cvllection of 
statistics. 

a) undertake the collection, preparation, publication
and distribution of statistics relating to minerals
and mining and promote and develop instruction
in training in mineral exploration and mining, by
establishing or aiding schools or other educational
institutions or in such other manner as it thinks
fit;

b) make or assist in making, such enquiries, experi­
ments and research, and collect, or assist in collec�
ing sUlCh information as it considers, important
for the purpose of promoting mineral exploration
a,nd mining and the ,teaching of mineral explora-

tion and mining and publish or otherwise dis­
seminate the results of those enquiries and experi­
ments or that research or information;

c) make, or assist in making, such inquiries as it
deems necessary for the purpose of securing an
adequate snpply of minerals and mineral products.

33. Any person guilty of an offence under this _ ct for Penalties. 
which no special penalty is provided is, liable on summary con-
viction to a fine of one hundred and fifty dollars and to imprison-
ment for three months. 

34. The Commission may, with the approval of the Min- Regulations. � 

ister, make regula,tions which, in the opinion of the Commission. 
are necessary or expedient for the carrying into effect of the 
purposes of this Act. 

. 35. (1) The assets of the Geological Surveys and Mines Transfer of 

Department (including rights and interests) are hereby trans- f:55:i�t·and 

fer'red to and vested, without further assu'rance. in the Com- ��Mi ;�nsi-
mission. tional pro­

vi ions. 

(2) As soon as practicable after the coming into opera­
tion of this Act (hereinafter referred to as "the appointed day") 
the Commission shaH, by way of compensation for any prope,rty 
vested in the Commission by virtue of this section, issue to the 
Government debentures or debenture stock of such nominal 

vahle and bearing such interest rates and repayment dates as 
may be agreed upon between the Minister responsible for finance 
and the Commission. 
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(3) Liabilities incurred by the Government exclusively
for the purposes of the Geological Surveys and Mines Depart­
ment or incurred therefor under agreements duly contracted 
in the carrying out of its funrtions by the Department. before the 
appointed day shaJl, in so far as may be, discharged by, and be 
enforceable against, the Commission as if the s1aid liabilities had 
been incurred by the Commission. 

(4) Nothing in subsection (1) or (3) applies to rights or
liabilities under any contract of serivice. 

(5) For the purpose of giving effect to the provisions of
subsections (1) and (3} in relation to contractual rights and 
liabilities all such contracts shall as from the appointed day be 
construed with all due adaptations and modifications. 

(6) All prnceedings commenced prior to the appointed
day for the enforcement of any rights or liabilities which are 
transferred or attached to the Commission by virtue of this 
section m�y b� continued by or against the Commission, and 
any such proceedings may be amended accordingly. 

(7) Subject to subsection (8), the Commission shall. as
from the.appointed day, continue to employ on such terms and 
conditions as may be agreed on between the Commission and 
him, any person exclusively employed in the Geological Surveys 
aind Mines Department before the appointed day and any person 
who is so employed by the Commission shall be employed on 
terms and conditions which taken as a whole are no less favour­
able than those applicable to him immediately before the a.p­
point,rd day. 

(8) The Commission shall be the successor of the Gov­
ernment in respect of any leave which may have accrued to any 
such person as is mentioned in subsection (7) who continues to 
be employed by the Commission, and service with the Commis­
sion shall be other public serivice within the meaning of, and 
for the purposes of such provisions applicable in relation thereto 
as are contained in, the Pensions Act. 
r 

36. (1) The laws specified in the first column of the second
schedule are hereby amended in the manner set out in the 
second column thereof. 

(2) The several forms set out in the schedules to the
regulations made under the Mining Act shaJl, in so far as they 
are affected by the amendments made pursuant to subsection 
(1), be construed with the necessary adaptations and modifica· 
tions to br:ng them into conformity with the laws as so amended. 
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FIRST SCHEDULE 

1. (1) The Conunission shall consist of . comu.ttu-
a' the Chaiirman who shall be appointed by the tion of th• 
1 , , • Comml9Ston. 

Minister, but if no person IS so appomted, the 
Mindster shall be the Chairman of the Commis­
sion; 

b) the Commissioner;
c) not more than twelve other persons appointed

by the Minister.

(2) The persons appointed by the Minister as memb�rs of
the Commission pulrsuant to sluhparagraph (1) shall be persons 
who, in his opinion, are qualified for appointment by reason of 
their. experience of, and shown capacity in, matters relating to 
the functions of the Commission or matters which will be advan­
tageous to the Commission in the performance of its functions. 

2. The names of the members of the Commissfon as Gazetting of 

first constituted and every change in the membersbip theireof appointments. 

shall be notified in the Gazette. 
3.(1) The seal of the Commission sh.al] be kept in the custody and

custody of the Chairman of the Commission or the Secretary f1�;!1�;1;:. and shall be authenticated by the signatures of the Chairman seal of the 

or the Deputy Chairman or the Commissioner, and the Secre. Commission.
tary of the Commission, or in such other manner as may be 
authorised by resolution of the Commission. 

(2) Every document purporting to be an instrument
under the seal of the Commission shall be received in evidence 
and deemed, without further proof to be so executed, unless the 
contrary is proved. 

(3) All doc:uments, other than those required to be under
seal, made by, and all decisions of, the Commission may be signi­
fied under the hand of the Chairman or the Deputy Chairman or 
the Commissioner or the Secretary. 

4.(1) The Commission shall meet at such times as may be Meetings 01 

necessary or expedient for the transaction of business, and the !i�
s1

��m-
meetings shall be held at such places and times and on suc·h days 
as the Comm.ission may determine. 

(2) T1he Chaitpnan may at any time summon a special 
meeting of the Commission. 

(3) The Chairman, or in his absence the Deputy Chairman,
hall preside ·at all meetings of the Commission, and in the ab­

sence of the Cha.irman and the Deputy Chairman from a meeting 
of the Commission, the Commissioner shall act as Chairman at 
the. meeting. 

(4) Five members qf the Commission shall constitute a
q�or_um for the transaction of business at meetings of the Com­
m1ss1on. 
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(5) Minutes in proper form of every meeting of the Com­
mission shall be kept by the Secretary and shall be confirmed by 
the Chairman or the Deputy Chairman, or the Commissioner, as 
the case may be, as soon as practicable there.µter at a subsequent 
m�ting. 

(6) The Commission may co-opt one or more persons to
attend any meeting of the Commissi9n at which the Com.mission 
is dealing with a partiCUllar matter, for the purpose of assisting 
or advising the Commission, but any such co-opted person shall 
not be entitled to vote at the meeting. 

(7) Subjed to the provisions of this Act, the Commission
may regulate its own proceedings. 

Committees 5.(1) The Commission may appoint committees as it may 
::!,�:er todeem fit to examine and report to it on any matter arising out of 
functions. or connected with any of its functions. 

(2) Any $11Ch committee shall consist of at least two mem­
bers of the Commission together with such oth� persons, whether 
members of the Commission or not, whose assistance or advice 
the Commission may desire. 

(3) Where persons, not being members of the Commis­
sion, are members of a committee appointed under this paira­
gnaph, the Commission shall .pay to each of such persons in re­
spect of his membership of such committee such ,remuneration 
and allowances, if any, as the Minister may ·determine and such 
SiUlilS sh.all properly be payable out of the funds and resources of 
the C6mmission. 

(4) The Conunission may reject the neport of any such
cpmmittee or adopt it whether wholly or with modifications, 
additions or adaptations as the Commission may think fit.

(5) Subject to the provisions of this Act the Commission
may delegate to any committee or member or officer of the Com­
mission the authority to ca,,rry, QUt on its behalf such functions 
as the Commission may determine. 

Disclosure 6.(1) Any member of the Commission whose interest is 
0£ tntere.t likezy to be affeidted, whether directly or indirectly, by a decision 
!f ::mber of the Commission on any matter whatsoever, shall disclose the
comro.tsston. nature of the interest at the first meeting of the Commission at 

whidh he is present after the relevant facts have come to his 
knowledge. 

(2) A disclosure u,nder Slllbsection (1) shall be recorded in
the Illjinutes of 1;he meeting of the Comm,ission and, afb:!;r the 
disclosure, the member of the Commission making the disclosure 
shall, unless the Commission otherwise directs, not be present at 

,.. 
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or take part in the deliberation or vote at any meeting during the 
time when that matter is being decicied by the Commission. 

(3) For the purposes of this paragtraph, where the interest
of parents, spouse or children of any member of the Commission 
is likely to be affected directly or indirectly by a decision of the 
Commission on any matter, such interest shall be dieemed to be 
the interest of that member. 

(4) The Minister may revoke the appointment of any
member of the Commission who contravenes or fails -to comply 
with the provisions of this paragraph. 

7.(1) No member of the commission is liable for any act Protccl,011 u( 

'�one or omitted to be done· by the Commission in good faith in fi11!
01t�1!. or 

the COUjI'Se of carrying. out it.s fuJnctiODS. mis ion. 

(2) Wihere a membler of the Commission is exempt from
liability by reason on.liy of the provisions of this paragraph, the 
Commission is liable to the extent that it wouJ.d be if the member 
were a servant or agent of the Commission. 

8. The Commission shall pay to each of it.s miembers (other Remu,:iera-
than the Minister or the Comtnissioner) in l'lespect of his office uon of 

li1i.dh rettwneration and allowances, if any, as the Minister may �m���-or
de�me, and to the Chairman (if he is not the Minister) and mission. 
the Deputy Chairman, in respect of his office so.ch remuneration 
and allowances, if any (in addition to any remuneration and allow-
anoos, to which he may be entitled in respect of his office as a 
member) as may be so determined. \ 
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Section 3 

Section 5(1) 

Section 6 

Section 7 

Section 11 

Section 12 

Section 13(1) 

Section 13(2) 

Section 14 
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SECOND SCHEDULE 

Amendment 

Insert the following definition after the definition of 
the word "claim" -

' "the Commission" means the Guyana Mining Com­
mission,'. 

Substitute the following section for section 3 -

.. GuardiHn­
ship of 
mineral 
products,,. 

3. The Commission shall have the
charge of, and act as guardian over,
all metals and minerals, including
gold, silver and valuable mine;rals,
precious stones, mineral oil, asphalt,
coal, stone, sand, gravel, shell,
caddy, kaolin, clay, semi-precious
stones, industrial minerals and
other substances of a like nature,
within the lands, rivers and creeks
of GuiYana".

Insert the words "of the Commission" after the 
words "an officer". 

Insert the words "of the Commission" after the 
wQrds "other officers". 

Insert tfue wordis "and the Commission" after the 
word "Minister". 

Sulbsti1lute the words "Commission, with the ap,proval 
of the Minister", for the word "Minister". 

(a) Substitute the words "Commission, wiijl the ap­
proval of the Minister", for the word "Minister";

(b) Substitute the word "it" for the word "he".

(a) Substitute the word "Commission" for the word
"Minister" wherever it occurs;

(b) Substitute the words "the Commission" for the
word "he".

Substitute the wo;rds "Commission. with the approval 
of the Minister", for the word "Minister". 

Substitute the words "Commission, with the approval 
of the Minister", for the words "Minister may, in 
his djscretion". 
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Section 15 

Seiotion 20 

Section 22 

Section 24 

Section 25 

Section 26 

Section 28(1) 

Section 29 

Section 31 
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Amendment 

Substitute the words "Commission, with the approval 
of the Minister, may grant on any terms and condi­
tions it deems fit", for the wqrds "President may 
gl"ant on ·any terms and conditions he deems meet''.

Substitute the word "Minister" for the word "Presi­
dent" wherever it oc.curs. 

(a) Substitute the words "The Commission, with the
approval of the President", for tlie words "The

President" at the beginning of subsection (1);

(b) Substitute the word "Commission" for the word
"P;resident" in subsection (1) (c);

(c) Substitute the word "Commission" for the word
"President" in the proviso to subsection (2).

Sulbstitute the word "Commission" for the word 
"President" wherever it 0iccurs. 

(a) Substitiute the word "Commission" for the word
"Presiident" where it first occurs;

(b) Substitute thle words "Commission, with the ap­
proval of the Minister, may" for the words
"President may in his discretion".

(a) In subsection (1), substitute the words "Com­
mission, with the approval of the Minister", for
the word "President";

(b) In subs�ction (2), substitute the word "Comm,is-
sion" for the word· "President".

Swbstitute the word "Commission" for the word 
"President". 

Substitute the words "Commisson, with the approval 
of the Minister," for the wwd "President". 

(a) In subslection (1), substitute the words "Commis­
sion, with the approval of the Minister," for the
word "President" where it first occurs;

(b) substitute the wo:M "Commission" for the word
"President" at the end of subsection (1) and in
subsection (4);

(c) in subsection (3), substitute the words "Com­
mission, with the approval of the Minister," 1or
the word "Pt.resident".
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Laws 

20 

I 
Amendment 

------------··-------- ·-·--· ·-· · --·-· ---· --·--- -·- ·--

Section 32(1)

Sections 33 
and 81

Section 79(1)

Section 79(2)

Section 82(8)

Section 84(1)

Section 84(2)

Section 84(3)

Section 85

Section 86

!\lining Regulations 

Substitute �he words "Commission, with the approval 
of the Minister," for the word "President". 

Substitute the word "Commission" for the word 
"President" w!herever it occurs. 

(a) Insert the words, "after consultation with the
Com:mission," between the words "Minister'' and
"may";

(b) substithute the words "the Commission" for the
word "Pairliament" in paragraph (y).

S;ubstitute the following subsection for subsection 
(2) -
"(2) A penalty not exceeding three hundred dollars 

may be prescribed for the breach of any regula­
tion made under this section.''. 

Sulbstitu.te the word "Commission" for the word 
"Minister". 

Substit11ite the words "of the Commission" for the 
words "holding a salaried appointment m the depart· 
ment of lands and mmes". 

Substitute the words "Commission, which shall give 
any directions in the matter it" for the words "Min­
ister, who shall �ive any directions in the matter he". 

Substitute the word "Commission" for the word 
"Minister" in paragraph (c).

Substitute the word "Commission" for the wo,rds 
"Accountant General for the public use". 

Substitute the word "Commission" for the word 
"President". 

Regulation 2A Insert the following regulation as regulation 2A­
"Officers to 2A In the exercise of theiir functions 
act on behalf 
of the under these Regulations, the" Commis-
commission. sioner and every mines officer shall act 

on behalf of the Commissioner.". 

Regulations 3(6), Substitute the word "Commission" for the word 
-41(4), 28(1) and 38(2) "President". 

Regulation 4(1) (a) Substitute �e word "Commission" for the words
"Department of Geological Surveys and Mines";
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Regulation 6(1) 

Regulation 11 

Regulation 24(1) 

Regulations 27(2), 
36(1) 80 and 212 
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Amendment 

(b) substitute the word ' Commission" for the word
"Minister".

Substitute the words "Commission appointed by the 
Commission" for the words "Department of Geolo­
gical Suirveys and Mines appointed by the �inister". 

Substitute the following paragraphs for paragraphs 
(a) and (b), respectively -

"(a) where a licence has been revoked under
section 31(1) of the Act; or 

(b) where it has been ordered under section
31(3) of the ct that a licence shall not be
issued; or".

(a) Substitute the words "Commission, with the ap­
proval of the Minister," for the word ;'President"
where it first occurs;

(b) substitute the word "Commission" for the word
"President" in the proviso.

Substitute the word "Commission" for the word 
"GoverlllTl!ent". 

RegulaUons 14(1), Substitute the word "Commission" for the wo·rds 
45, 75(2), 76, 80, 127, "Department of Geological Surveys and Mines". 
188, 189(2), 196(2) 
and 197(1) 

Regulati.on 145(1) 

Regulation 145(2) 

Regulation .215 

Bauxite Mining 
Regulations 

Re�ulation 2 

Substitute the words "Commission designated by the 
Commission" for t.he woAfs "department of Geologi­
cal Surv�ys and Mines designated by the Minister". 

Substitute the words "Commission designated by the 
Commission" for the words "Department of Geolo­
gical Surveys an'<l Mines designated by the Minister". 
Substitute the word "Commission" for the word 
"Minister". 

(a) Insert the following definition after the defini­
tion of the w0ird "bauxite" -

' "Commission" means the Guyana Mining Com­
mission;';

(b) delete the definition of the word "Department".

 .. 
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Laws Amendment 

Regulations 5, 7, 8, Substitute the word "Commission" for the word 
9, 11, 15 and 16 "President". 

Regulation 6 Substitute the following regulation for regulation 
6-

··Granting or 
_ efusal of a 
permission: 

6. The granting or refusal of an appli­
cation for a permission shall be the
function of the Commission, sub-
ject to the approval of the Minis­

ter. No application for a permission
shall confer on the applicant any
right, title or interest whatsoever
in or to the land described in the
application or to preference over .
any application of ;:;ubsequent date
for the same or any portion of the
same land and,.in the event of more
than one application having been
filed for the same or part of the
same area, the Commission may
direct that the privilege of obtain­
ing a permission shall be' competed
for at an auction petw��ll the appli­
cants or given such other direction
as the Commission may deem fit.".

Regulations 12 and Substitute the word "Commission" for the word "Gov-
24 ernment. ". 

Regulations 20, 21 Substitute a reference to the Commission for every 
and 24 reference to the President. 

The whole Substitute the word "Commission" for the word 
Regulations "Department';. 

Petroleum (Produc-
tion) Act (Cap. 65:05) 

Section 3 

Minerals Act 
(Cap. 65:07) 

Section 3(2) 

Substitute a refere11;ce to the Guyana Mining Com­
mission for every reference to the P:nesident. 

Insert the words", after consultation with the Guy­
ana Mining Commission," between the words "Min­
ister" and "may". 

Insert the words", after consultation with the Com­
mission," between the words "finance" and "may". 



Laws Amendment 

EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM 

This Bill seek,s to establish a body corporate to be known as the Guy­
ana Mining Commission with the functions speei:fied in Uie Bill, particularly 
in c�ause 4. The Commission will assume responsibility fo11 the functions 
now pe.rf ormed by the Department of Geological Surveys and Mines under 
a number of statutory :�rovisions. The staff of .the Department will be offer­
ed 1employment with the Commission on terms and conditions which are no 
less favourable than those now enjoyed by them as public officers. 

Provision is made in the Bill for consequential amendments to existing 
laws relating to mining for the purpose of conferring statutory functions 
on the Commission. 

(Bill No. 3/1979) 
(ENR: 6/46) 

H. o. Jack;
Minister of Energy and Natural Resources. 
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