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2.. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requjres - , a,,"l;'.=•"· 
"appointed day" means the day appointed by order of the 
Minister pursuant to section 1; 
"collecting sewer" means the common drain into which is 
discharged the sewage from two c,r mQre premises and which 
conveys that sewage to a street sewer, and includes !Ill ap­
plia11ces and accessories thereto; 
"collecting sewage system" means a collecting sewer together .•··· · 
with all the house-sewers by which SL'Wage is conveyed into 
the collecting sewer; 

""house sewer'' means any drain or pipe for the drninage .of 
the sewage from a house or huilding,. its areas, water closets. 
baths, offices, and stables, to a street sewer or to a collecting 
sewer, and includes gully traps, sinks, approved traps and 
other accessories; 
"local authority" has the meaning assigned to that expres$ion 
by section 2 of the Local Authorities (Elections) Act, 1969; 
"member of the Authority" includes the Chair1rian, the JS'o, " of 
Deputy Chairman, and any tempor-ary member of the 19'&. 
Authority; 
"Minister" means the Mfaister assigned general responsibility 
foi: public ?orporations or, if. no Minister is so assigned, the 
,P.tlllle ·-Mimster; ____ . ·--·------ _ ·- - _ ___ .. __ _ ____ . 
"owner" means the person for the time being receiving the 
rent of the premises in connection with which the word is 
used. whether on his own account or as agent or trustee for 
any other person or . who would so receive the rent if the 
pren:µses were let, and where the premises are not let in­
.eludes any person in possession theroof; 
"pre.mises'' include land; 
"sewage" includes drainage, starmwater, domestic water,
domestic wastes, commercial wastes and ,industrial wastes; 
'*se;verage service') means· ihe· acceptapOO, collection, trans�
mission, storage, · tre.atment and disposal of. sewage, or any 

· one or more of them; . , 
"sewage works" mcans any works for the. collection. trans­
missi9n, treatment and disposal of sewage, or any part of any 
such works; but does not include plumbing, or other works 
to which regulations made pursuant to se.ction 26 (1) (e) 
apply.
'.'water service" means the taldng, collection, production.
treatment, storage, supply, transmission, distribution, sal;), 
· puiehare and. use of water or any c,ne or more of then,;
"waterworks" means any works for t)le collection, transmls0 

sion, treatment and disposal of sewage or ariy . part of any 
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such works, but does not include plumbing or other works 
to which regulations made under section 26 (l) (e) apply. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF GUYANA WATER AUTHORITY 

3. There is hereby established a body to be called the Guyana
Water Authority (herinaiter referred to as "the Authority") which shall 
be a body corporate. 

a.. The Authority shall be constituted in like manner as lf it 
were a public corporation established under section 34 of the Pu,blic 
Corporation Ordinance 1962. and the provisions of that Ordinance shall, 
iave as otherwise provided by this Act, apply, mntatis mntandis, to the 
Authority as they apply to such a public corporation. 

5. (1) Subject to this Act, it shall he the function of the
Authority...,., 

(a) to control and regulate the co)lectiou. production, treat­
ment, storage, transmission, distribution and use of·
water (including the supervision of surface waters and
ground waters in Guyana), and to make orders with
respect thereto;

(b) to construct, acquire, provide, operate and maintain 
waterworks and to devekip and make available supplies -

of water to the pnblic; 
(c) to construct, acquire, provide, operate and maintain

sewage works and to receive, treat and dispose of
sewage;

( d) to make agreements with any person with respect to the
supply of water, or the reception, treatment and disposal
of sewage;

(e) to conducfresearch programmes for the purpose of their 
functions under .this Act; 

(f) to disseminate information and advice with respect to
the collection, production, transmission, treatment, stor­
age, .supply and distribution of water or sewage and
to charge fees in respect thereof:

(g) to advise the Minister assigned responsibility for the
Authority on matters relating to the collection, produc­
tion, transmission, treatment, · storage, supply and dis­

tribution of water, and to the treatment and disposal of
sewage;

(h) to perform such other f.unct.ions, not inconsistent with
this Act, ·as may be assigned to' them, from time to time,
by theMiJ)ister assigned responsibility for the Authority;
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(i) to carry on such other activities as may appear to the·
Authority requisite, advantageous or conducive for or 
in connection with the performance of their functions
under this Act. 

(2) Every person who contravenes. or fails to comply with,
any order made by, the Authority pursuant to subsection 1 (a) shall be 
liable on summary conviction to a fine of five hundred dollars and,, 
in admtion, to a further penalty of fifty dollars for every day during 
which the offence continues. 

6, (I} Subject to this Act, the. Autborlty shall have the ex, m,dustv• 
clusiv� right to provide sewage services and water services in those 151ft��:l�Y areas of Guyana which, at the commencement of this Act, are not being to provide 
proviqed with sewage services and water services or either of such':,,":,'::;.• """ 
services, by any person other than the Pure Water Supply Division of se,ri,ice,, 

the Mipistry of Works, Hydraulics and Supply by virtue of any law. 

(2) The Authority shall, within the areas mentioned in sub­
section',(l ), provide sewage services and water services or.either of such 
services: for any person requiring the provision of such services upon 
such terms and conditions as the Authority may determine:· 

Provided that until such time as the Authority are able to 
provide any such area with sewage services and water services 
they may in exercise of their powers under section 8. authorise 
any local authority or other body to provide those services on 
their behalf. ' .· . . . . 

- ······ · -(3)··-subjllert,nhtsAcr,tl:re7\mlfotity-s1,a.11; within the areas··· 
provided with sewage services arid water services by the Authority,' have
the .. expluJ;ive right to m·ake .connections of premises with the nearest 
water ma,iJl in the roads of .thQse areas, aJ}d any renewal of those .. con­
nei;tion& and all repairs thereto, at any time the, Authority find.it neces-
sary to do. sci. · · 

7. (1) ·. A member of the Authority, who is in any way, whether Disclosuro
directly Of indirectly, intereste;:i. in a•COntract or. prop(1$ed COntract with of intere•L
tlii,,.Autp.odty. sha)I, disclose to � Authority the fact iuid nature .. of his 
inten;st at.1hpJfrst.ro.eeting of the.Authority :l\.t which· it·i<l praeticable 
for hlro. to do so and shall not take part in any delibi>mtion or. decision 
of the Authority relating to such contract; and such disclosure shall be 
recorded in the minutes of the Authority.· · ·· (2) Thill sectbn shall not apply to-

(a} an interest in a tontract whicli · a member of the 
· Authorit)t may have by reason of. making payments

· . to .tire Authority in respect: ·of waCer service· of
sewage .service. provided hy tho Authority; or 

(b J an .inl'e� in a.fly matter relating to the terms on 
· which the. right to participate in any senice, provi­

ded by the Authority, is offered to the public.
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(3) For the purpose of this section, a person -

(a) who, or any nominee of whom, is a shareholder
or partner in a company or other body of persons
(other than a statutory authority), or

(b) who is an employee thereof,

shall be treated as having indirectly a pecuniary interest in a co'ntract, if 
such company or other body of persons is a party to the contract, or 
proposed contract under consideration. 

(4) Nothing in subsection (Jj · shall apply to any person
who, but for. the provisions of the said subsection (3), would not fail 
lo be treated as having indirectly a pecuniary interest in a contract 
if the total value of -ws shareholding or other interest docs not exceed 
such amount of tho total nominal value of- the issued share capital of 
.the company or body as may be prescribed by order of !he Guyana 
State Corporation. 

(5) Without prejudice to subsection (6), the President of the
Guyana State Corporation may terminate the appointment of any mem­
ber of the Authorlty appointed by him who fails to comply with the 
provisions of this section. 

(6} A person who fails to comply with the provisions of 
this section shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of two hun• 
dred and fifty dollars for every offence, unless he proves that he did not 
know that a contract or proposed contract in which he has a pecuniary 
· interest was the subject of consideration ·at the meeting.·

Au1Mr!ty. 8. (l) The Authority may, if they think fit, by order delegate
Jl..":;j',, uelegnte to any local authority or other body the power to carry out on their be-
1>mc'1ons ."' half in the area administered by the local authority or such other areaether hod<M. be 'fied , th d h '-� h f th as may spec, m e.or er, as t e case may=. sue o- e

functions of the Authority as may be specified in the order. 

(2) Where. the Authority delegate any of their functions
pursuant to subsection (!), the local authority or other body shall, 
notwithstanding the provisions of any other law, have power to perforn1 
the £.unctions so delegated. 

Powor of --· 9. (l) The Authority shall have power to give directions of
Aufbor,il, to a ge11eraJ Ol" special character tO any Statutory or other body as to the&s!vo dwae- · 

b h th bod. f th ' f · b 
· oftlbns to ot1tor ex13rc1se y t e statutory Qr o er y 'O eir unctions y virtue 

•0•1os. any enactment or otherwise, in connection with the provision of sewage 
services and water services as appear to the ;\uthority to be requisite 
in the public interest and, anything in any such enactment or in any 
instrument conferring functions on such other body to the contrary 
notwithstanding, the statutory or other body shall give effect to any 
such directions, 
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(2) Where a statutory or other body fails or neglects to give 
effect to any direction given by the Authority pursuant to subsection
(l), the Authority may themselves perform the necessary functions and
any expenditure thereby incurred by the Authority shall be recoverable
from the statutory or other body by actiori as a .civil debt in a court
of competent jurisdiction and the payment of any sueh expenditure shall
l:>e a purpose for which the statutory or other body may borrow money
in accordance with the statutory or other provisions relating to borrow-
ing by the statutory authority or other body,

(3) Without prejudice to the remedy provided by subsection
(2), any statutory or other body which fails or neglects to give effe,:;t
to any direction given by the Authority pursuant to subsection (I) shall
be liable on summary conviction to a fine of two thousand dollars.

(4) Every statutory 6r other body aforesaid shaU afford to
the Authority·facilities for obtaining informati9n with respect to their
activities and shall fumish them with returns, accounts and other infqr­
mation with' respect thereto in such manner and at such times as the
Authority may rr4uire.

l 

10. The Authority may erect, maintain and supply with water Pnblie 
in such places within Guyana as they think fit, public stand pipes for s'"nd •••••· 

the public use, and may remove any such stand pipe which, in their
opinion; is no longer required, and may make regulations as to the use
of and payment for water from public stand. pipes.

IL The Authority shall not be required to provide water services Press�,. of 
--at-anJ--specific-.pressure-but-thoS1�-persons-requir-ing-.the-proYision __ of."'"'"1�··-·- __ __ _____ _ 

water services at a greater amount of pressure than that made available
by .the Authority, shall provide themselves at their expense with the
means for that purpose, any device, equipment, apparatus or installation
-to be used by any person in connootion therewith shall require the prior
approval of the Author1ty,

12. (l) Subject to section 13, the char�es made by the Authority Reeovo1-y or
for the provision of sewage services and water services shall be payable Charges. 
and re,:;overable in accordance with the provisions of this section.

(2) Where water is supplied 111 bulk to auy persons by the
Authority any moneys payable .to the Authority for the water so sup­
plied shall be re;;overablc by the Authority from the person to whom
the water has b�n supplied in bulk.

(3) The charges for any service rendered by the Authority
on any premises in connection with any installation or apparatus used
in ·connection with . the provision of sewage services and water services,
or any other service (including the cost of rep!ac� any installation or
apparatus) sliall be. home by the owner of the premises and shall be re­
coverable from him by the Authority.

( 4) Except where an owner of premises who is not himself
the occupier th,;reof is liat,le by or u.nder any law, or by agreement with
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Cap. 16 

the Authority, to pay the charges for the provision of sewage services 
and water services, those charges shall be payable by the occupier of the 
ptemi�'es. 

(5) The charges payable by any person may, after the de­
mand therefor be recovered from the person liable . therefor by the 
Authority by action as a civi l debt, irrespective of the amount, under the 
Summary Jurisdiction (Petty Debt) Ordinance against the person liable 
for the payment of the charges. 

(6) Subject as hereinafter provided in this section, where
a person fails to pay within seven days after a demand therefor any 
charges payable by him by virtue of this Act for water services 
or sewage services the Authority may cut off the supply .of water to the 
premises and recover the expenses reasonably incurred in so doing in the 
same manner as the charges due, save that if, before the expiration 
of the said seven days, notice in writing i.s given lo them that there is 
a dispute as to the amount due in respect of the charges, the Authority 
shall not out off the supply of water until the dispute has, on the appli­
cation of either party, been settled by a court of summary jurisdiction, 
but only if the occupier tenders the amount due in respect of the charges, 
witho.ut prejudice to the dispute. 

' 

(7) Where at tbe date when any charges in respect of any
ptemiscs become due, the owner of the premises is liable by or under 
any enactment, or by agreement with the Authority, to pay the charges 
for the provision of sewage or water services and is not himself the 
occupier thereof, the Authority shall not cut off the supply of wats,r to 
the premises for a failure by him to pay any such charges, but' the 
charges, without prejudice to the right of the Authority to criforce pay­
ment thc,reof by him, may be recovered by the Authority either from 
the owner for the time being, or, subject as hereinafter provided, from
the occupier for the time being, of the premi,;cs in the manner in wl1ich 
charges for the' provision of sewage services or water servic6s are 
recoverable, 

(8) Where the occupier of such ·premises is not the owner
thereof -

(a) proceedfngs shall not be. commenced under subsection
(7) against the occupier until notice has been served
on him requiring him to pay the amoµnt due or which
may thereafter become due, from him,· and he has
failed to · comply with the notice: and

(b) no greater sum shall be. rcco:;erable at any one time
.from i;l:le oceupicr than the amount of rent, which .is
owing by him, or which has accrued since such notice
as aforesaid was. served on him; and

(c) if the occupier, as between himself and the owner of the
premises. is not liable to pay the charges he shall be
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entitled lo deduct from the rent payable by him any 
sum paid by him in compliance with the notice or so 
recovered from ,hirr:. 

13. Notwithstanding any· agreement or rule of law to the con- Transitional 

trary, where any premises is at the commencement of this Act, provided �!Ji&:!n� 
with sewage services or water setviees by the Authority, until .the charges. 
owner thereof gives notice ill. writing to the Authority of the name 'of . , . 
the occupier and the Authority makes demand on such occupier therefor, 
the charges in respect of such premises shall be payable by the owner 
thereof. 

14. Nothing in the Limitation Ordinance shall in any way affectin
0

'mlt.tion 

'gh fth Ah · · , ' h • romance any fl t o e �lt o:rity 1n respec .. o .... t e recovery or any moneys not to apr)Jy 
due and payable to the Authority. 'fm'/::;,-H,y, 

Cap. 29. 

• 15. (l) Th.e Authority shail cause to be made physical, chemi- Frov!a>ons
cal. bacteriological and other examinations of� and experiments as to {b� :i;�itng
the condition of, the water to be supplied by them. · · o, pure undwhole;;ome water; 

(2) The Authority shall make available to the Minister
·-· .1ts�ig�ed_pJlftiCular res""-onsil,_ility _f_<>r __ the

..:
,\uthority the _reports of !"'Y

exammattons or expe11ments aroresai<l as may-oo·reqmre·d-from 1:une­
to time by him. 

'16. For the purpose of laying down, extending, inspecting, main• Powor to 
taining. altel'Jng, renewing or repairing atiy water main. sewer, or any :!d rsi!�::11 

branch thereof, or any pipes or works in connection therewith, the 
Authority may open or break up any street or road or portion thereof 
subject to the following conditions -· 

(a) the Authority shall give to the local authority in whose
area the street or road is situate or such other person in
whom the maintenance of the street or road is vested,
not less than two days' notice of the intention of 012erring
or breaking up the street or road, specifying the time of
beginning and the portion of street or road to be opened
or broken up; but in cases of urgency the · Authority
may open or break up a street or road and shall forth­
with inform the local authority or other person of the
fact;' ·

(b) 1m!i! the street or . road is restored, the place where
it is opened or broken up shall be adequately fenced,
and lighted in such manner as to give proper warning
to the public during tl1e period between six o'clock in
the evening of any day and.five o'clock in the morning
of the following day.

(c) the Authority shall not, without the consent of the local
authority or other person, open or break at any one
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time a· greater lengtl>. than one hundred yards of a street 
or, road; 

(d) the Authority shaU restore· the street or road to the
satisfaction of _the local authority or other person. 

!!.1't
i
ng ... ''"iT • (!) No person shall make ii well or hole lrt the groundfor

of wella thepiin,ose Of oblaining warer, except by digging; in arty area desig-
1!'��,';'!\:1 , nat<lf PY the regulations without a permit issµed. by the Authority.
areas. 

(2) ,A permit issued undet subsection (1) may be issued
subject to such terms and conditions as the Authority may deem fit to 
impose and may be revoked at any time by the Authority . 
. ',': : . (3) Ere1y person who contravenes sub.seeiion (1) or any oJ 

th<i'terms and conditions of a permit shall be liable on summary con­
viction to a fine five hundred dollars and to imprisonme�t for six 
month.s. 

Hoe�o� io, i 18. O) NI) person shall earry on the business of boring or 
:l,"i"ti�fnei� drilling wells for water unless he is the holder of a licence therefor from 
of bormg ,:or the A.uthority. 
drilling · · � 

wells. .· .. (2) . Upon application therefor in the prescribed form and 

Power ot 
Authority 
to (;ll'Ml 
lioences to 
plurnbe<r.s. 

upon pay;w;nt of the prescribed fee, the Authority may issue or renew, 
11s, the, pase ,may,be, a licence to carry on the business of boring or drill, 
ing wcl1s for water. 

(3) Subject to subjection (4), every such licence shall expire
oh·-the 31st 1)ecembei' in every year. 

time.·· 
.• (4) The Authority may su'i!Jend or revoke a licence at any

, 

(5) Every person to whom a licence has been issued under
thi& .section ,shall; within one month .afrer the boring or drilling of a 
well for water, make a return to the Authority in the manner required 
by, .the Authority" 

, . (6) ··Evety person who: contravqne& any prov1smn of this 
section shall be liable on summarv conviction to a fine of five hundred 
dollirii. and to h11prisonment for "six months. 

19. (l) The Authority may grant licences authorising persons
(to be known as "liceesed plumbers") to construct, el(ecute, repair or 
perform work in connection with the provision of water and sewage 
services, td any premises from water works and sewage works as the 
ll.utl\6dty thi�k fit. 

(2) I t shall be the duty of licensed plumbers to act in
, accordance with this Act and to carry out the orders of the Authority 

or ar,y person authorised by the Authority; licensed plumbers shall be 
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responsible for th;, acts and omissions of. all tbose .persons employed 
by them. 

(3) The Authority may by regulations made under section
26 prescribe the fees to be paid for examinations and licences of 
plumbers. · 

(4)' The ·Authority may, in their dfacr,;tibn, S11spend or 
cancel the llcenq, of a licensed plumber who is guilty of misconduct in 
the performance of his duties under this Act. 
• . . (5) The grant, suspension or cancellation of a licence shall 

be published iJJ the Gazette and a newspaper circulating in Guyana. 
(6) No person other than a licensed plumber may do any

act mentioned in subsection (I), and any unlicensed person who does 
any .such .. act or any person who causes it to be done by such unlicensed 
person shall be liable on summary conviction .to a fine of two hundred 
and fifty dollars: · · 

Provided that any person employed by the Authority 
shall be ileemed to be a licensed plumber with regard Cao. 
to the · work done by him that is authorued by the 
Aµthority. ·· 

.. _ .... (7) Nothing in. that section shall affect any licence to 
execute any work mentionedmsulisecticiii-(l}gfanfed by the-fiemgc.c. 
town Sewera!,,>e and Water Commissioners under section 24 of the 
Georgetown Sewerage and Water Corrunfasioners Ordinance, or by the 
Mayor and Town Cooncil of New Alhster<,lam, and in force at the 
commencement of this Act. 

(8) Notwithstanding the provisioos of any other law, no
licence to execute any work mentioned in subsection (l) shall be granted 
by any petson other .than .the Authority after the commencement of 
this Act without the. approval of the Authority.

· .  

,. 

·. 20. (1) Anything in any other law to the contrary nQtWith- <v.rmt
standing, no person shall construct any sewage works or water works, l:!/=:.,,.
or extend or alter any sewage works or water works unless the plans, works and
specifications and an engineer's report of the works to be undertaken, ::Z�{..
together with such other information as the Authority may require, have 
been submitted to the Authority for their approval, and no such works
shall be undertaken or proceeded witl1 without !he approval of the
Authority. 

(2) The approval of the Authority may be granted subject
to sueh terms "'"d conditions as the Authority deem necessary. 

(3) Where any person undertakes or proceeds with the
establishment of any sewage works or water works, or the exten.sion or 
alteration of any sewage works or water works, Without first obtaining 



 . 
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the approval of the Authority, the Authority may order that person to 
afford at his own expense such facilities· as the Authority may deem 
necessary for the investigatiou of the workE and may direct such 
changes to be made in the works as the Authority may deem necessary, 
and any changes· directed by the Authority to be made in the works 
shall .be carried out by the person at bis own expense. 

(4) Every person who contravenes the provisions of sub­
section (I), or fails to comply with any term or condition imposed by 
the Authority pursuant to subsection (2), or fails to comply wirh any 
direction given by the Authority under subsection (3), shall be liable 
on summary conviction to a fine of two thousand dollars and to im­
prisonment for twelve months. 

21. It shall be lawful for the Authority, their agents, officers and
employees � authorised by the Authority, at any time for their purposes, 
to enter into any premises provided with water services and sewage 
services or either of such services by the Authority for the purpose of 
examining the . pipes or means by which such premises are provided 
with such services, or any apparatus or thing used on such premises in 
connection therewith. 

Ob>lt'!lcl!ng . . 22. Any person who assaults, molests, obstructs or in any other 
· .ll::"'l:i"u:'0,'r.,. manner whatever hinders any member of the Authority or any author-

nAd olher ised agent, officer or employee of the Authority, in the exen;ise of any .persons. of the functions conferred upon them by this Act, shall be liable on 
summary conviction to a fine of two hundred and fifty dollars or to 
imprisonment for three months. 

Unauthorised 
taking of 

water an 
otrenc:e. 

Ovaier or 
oocupfer of 
p:rem!ses­
dtsposing 
0£ water­
SUPlllied by 
lhe 
.Authori;ty. 

Offences bY 
oorPOrate 
bodies, 

23. Any person who not being supplied with water by the Authority
shall take water from any installation operated by or on behalf of the 
Authority, other than such as may have been provided for the use of 
the public, shall be liable on summary conviction to a fine of two 
hundred and fifty dollars and to imprisonment for a term of three 
months. 

24. The owner or occupier of any premises supplied ,vith water
by. the Authority who uses such water or permits the same to be used 
for the purposes of any other premises or who shall apply or dispose of 
such water to any orher person shall be liable on summary conviction to 
a fine of one hundred dollars. 

25. Where a pe1·son convicted of au offence against this Act is
a body corporate, every person who a.t the time of the commission of the 
offence was a director or officer of the body corporate shall be guilty 

· of that offence unless he ptoves that the offence was.committed without
bis knowledge, or that he exercised all due diligence to prevent the
commission of the offence.

I 
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26. (1) The Authority_, with the approval of the Minister, may Regula�ono.
make regulations for giving effect to_ and for carrying out the provisions 
of this Act and, without prejudice to the generality of the foregoing 
provisions, such regulations may-

(a) prescribe the charges to be made for the provision of
sewage services and water services by the Authority;

(b) make provision !'or the inspection, testin(l and main,
tenance of installations and apparattls and in respect of
the fixing, testing and renting of motors, and of any
·other services rendered by the Authority in pursuance
of th.cir functions under this Act;

(c) prescribe the charges to he made by the Authority for
the laying and construction of house sewers (not being
part of a collecting sewer system) and of the requisite
appliance.s and accessories thereto;

(d) prescribe the form of application for the provision of
· sewage services and water services;

(e) regulate. the types of fittings that may be used;
(f) prescribe the conditions fOJ' the discontinuance of the

supply of waler in cases otherwise than as provided
in this Act;

- (g) regiiTate tlie ureofwater from publk:'-stand--pipes;- - -
· (h) provide-for the proper use and ·conservation of water,

including the prevention of waste, contamination or 
pollution of water. 

(2) Nothing in subsection (!) shall prevent the Authority
from charging by special agreqment other charges where the charges 
prescribed pursuant to subsection (1) are inapplicable. 

[3) There may he annexed to any regulation for a breach 
thereof a fine on summary conviction of two hundred dollars and im­
prisonment for a term of three months. 

27. (1) Where any person other than the Authority (herein- Acqu'siilon
after referred to as "the undertaker") provides sewage and water ser- ��."'h�r 
vices in any area of Guyana and the Minister considers it to be in the taJti�s
public· interest that the undertaking carried on by the undertaker i11 so �.�:Ji."h"e

far as it relates to the provision of sewage and water services should be 
acquired by the Authority, the Minister may, by order, declare that with 
effect from such day, being not earlier than one month after the date of 
the making of the order as may be specified in the order (hereinafter' 
in this section referred to as "the vesting day") the said undertaking 
shall be transferred to and vested in the Authority. 

(2) An order made under subsection (1) may contain -
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Transltlonal 

(a) such provisions relating to the vesting of property, trans­
fer of assets and liabilities, the employment of p9rsons
employed by the midertaker, monetary arrangements,
the preservation of rights and liabilities existing immedi,.
ately prior to the vesting day:

(b) provision amending, modifying or repealing any enact•
ment which in the opinion of the Minister is neeessary
to give effect to the order:

(c) such other provisions as the Minister may consider
necessary or expedient for the purpose of giving effect
to the order.

(3) To snch extent, if any, as may be required by the provi­
sions of article 8 of the Constitution, provision is hereby made in terms 
of sub-paragraphs (a) and (h) of paragraph (1) of that article in relation 
to any undertaking (including any interest in or right over such under­
taking) acquired - by the Authority by virtue of an order made by the 
Minister under subsection (1). 

( 4) Where the Authority acquire the und�rtaking of any
undertaker under this section or otherwise, the Authority shall have the 
exclusive right to provide sewage services and water services in the 
area provided with such services by the undertaker immediately prior 
to-the-acquisition of the undertaking by the ,Authority. 

provisions. 28, (1) On the appointed day, all assets (including rights and 
interests) of the undertaking shall be transferred to and vested in the 
Authority. 

(2) Liabilities incurred by the Government exclusively for
the purposes of the undertaking prior to.. and subsisting immediately 
before, the appointed day shall be discharged by, and be enforceable 
against, the Authority as if the said liabilities had been incurred by the 
Authority. 

(3) Nothing in subsection (!) or (2) shall apply to rights or
liabilities under any corltract of service. 

(4) Subject to this section, all contracts, agreements, deeds,
bonds and other docnments subsisting immediately before the appointed 
day and affecting the undertaking shall be of full force and effect against 
or, in favour of the Authority and may be enforced as fully and effec. 
tively as if, instead of the undertaking, the Authority had been a party 
thereto: 

Provided that any contrnct for the supply of water to a 
consumer and any charge therefor in force immediately 
before the appointed day shall continue in force until 
new contracts and charges are made by the Authority 
under thls Act. 
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(5) The Authority shall, from the appointed day, as success­
ors of the undertaking supply water in such areas of Guyana as are 
immediatelv before the appointed day supplied with water by the 
undertaking and that supply of water shall be provided by the Authority 
in exercise of their powers under this Act. 

(6) Subject to this Act, the Authority may, as from the
appointed day, contrnue to employ on such terms and conditions as may 
be agreed on between the Authority and him, any person employed with 
the undertaking immediately before the appointed day: 

Provided that any person who isr so employed by the 
Authority shall be employed on terms and conditions 
which taken as a whole are no less favourable than 
those applicable to him immediately bef01-e th.e appoint­
ed day. 

(7) The Authority shall be tbc successor of the undertaking
in relation to any person so employed. in the matter of any leave which 
may have accrued to him. 

(8) Where a public officer is seconded or temporarily trans­
ferred from a pensionable office within the meaning of the Pensions 
(Consolidation) Ordinance 1957 to an office with the Authority, section 
6 of that Ordinance sliall apply to him as if his service ""th the Au-

··-·tn0ritTwere"public service.---- --- _ --·- .. _____ _ 
(9) Where a public officer is appointed to an office with the

Authority, his service with the Authority shall be other public service 
within the meaning of, and for the purposes of such 1'rovisions applicable No. as o1 
in relation thereto as are contained in, the Pens10ns (Consolidation) 1957• 
Ordinance 1957 (including the Pensions Regulations 1957). 

(10) In this section, "undertaking" means the undertaking
ca:rried on by the Pure Water Supply Division of the Ministry of Works, 
Hydraulics and Supply the assets whereof are the property of the State 
or the Government immediately before the appointed day. 

29. The Municipal and District Councils Act 1969 is herebv Mlnor
• .r amend� amended m the following respects - men! 01 lhoMunlolpal and DietrlotCouncils Act1969. 

, No. 2( of 

(a) by the substitution of the words "Guyana Water Au- .
thority" for tbc word "Minister" wherever it appears in
se<:tion 282 (I);

(b) by the repeal of sections 283 and. 284.
EXPLANATORY MEMORANDUM

This Bill seeks to establish the Guyana Water Authority in like 
manner as a public corporation established under the Public Corpora-
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tions Ordinance 1962.. Clause 5 of the Bill specifies the functions of 
the Authority and clause 6 confers on the Authority the exclusive right 
to provide sewage and water services in those areas of Guyana not 
served by other agencies (excluding the Pure Water Supply Division of 
the Ministry of Works, Hydraulics and Supply) at the coming into 
operation of the legislation. Clause 8 empowers the Authority to dele­
gate their functions to other bodies and clause 9 confers power on the 
Authority to give directions to other bodies m relation to the provision 
of sewage and water services. On failure to comply with any directions 
so given the Authority is authorised to perform the function and to 
recover any expenditure thereby incurred from any such. body. Clause 
26 authorises the Minister to make regulations for a number of purpose& 
relating to the Act including the power to make charges for the provi­
sion of the services provided by the Authority. Clause 27 seeks to make 
provision for the acquisition in the public interest of other undertakings 
by the Authority. 

H.1\,..\1:ILTON . GREEN, 
Minister of Works, Hydraulics and Supply 




