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l\KJ1W.AI0-li.REKUNA COMMUNITIES 

250. Of Carib stock, tho JJcawaio occupy the drainage basin of

the Upper Mazaruni from Mt. Ayanganna in the east to the Kanarang 

watershed in the west. They are also to be found in the border rivers, 

Wenamu and Upper Cuyuni. Originally they occupied the middle Mazaruni 

also and pockets of then are to be found at Kurupung, Pashanru:iu and 

Issano. There is -an Lkawaio speaking group at Great Falls in the 

Demerara River and one at Kwabanna in the North West .Ar.1erindian District. 

The Arekuna tribe, of Carib stock also, belong to the Gran Sabana are� 

of Venezuela from the Kaoarang headwaters to Mt. Kukenaao. They 

entered Guyana during the present century with the Seventh Day 

1.dventist Mission which was required to leave its area of operation in

Arckuna country and as a result settled in the Upper Kanarang at

Paruima.

251. But for the occasional explorer and for sone balata

bleeder8 in tho early 1920s the people m.d been left very ouch alone 

in their oountain retreat. The 1:dventist Church in the Upper Kar.tarang 

from 1934 was the only contact with tho people. Pebordy visited.the 

area in 1944 and on :1is advice the entire drainage basin of 4,500 square 

miles was in 1946 declared an lJUerindian District. In 1946 a District 

Officer was appointed for its adflinistration. The inhabitants at that 

time were considered to be the most backward of all tribal eroups. The 

District is now served by three religious denoninations: the Seventh 

Day Adventists at Paruina, Waranadon and Morowta, the Anglicans at 

Kanarang Keng and Jawalla and the Pilgrim Holiness at Phillipai._. The· 

J.dninistrative Officer now holds the status of Assistant District

Commissioner.

252. There are D.C,3 airstrips at Inbaimadai and at District

Headquarters at Karnarang Keng. At. Paruima and Waranadon and, in 

emergency, at Phillipai there are airstrips capable of accorn:iod�ting 

Twin Otter planes. Chinowieng Village on the Ayanganna savannahs has 

a dry weather light aircraft strip. The only practical means qf 

comnuuication to and froo tho district is by air and services arc 

frequent. Connunication'with the district is by boat as all villages 

with the exception of Chinowieng are now located on the nain rivers. 

·Chinowiene, located on tho trail from the Ireng River to the Upper

Mazaruni is reacheu. frora Chi Chi Falls by a 5 hour walk up the

escarpment and along the snvannahs.

/until 
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253. Until 1959 the people were engaged in agriculture, selling

their produce through the Government Trade Store and the Mission. 
I 

They also provided sawn lunber and shingles for local building purposes 

and cedar and silverballi boards for export to the capital on enpty 

freight planes. Some were engaged as balata bleeders and sone as 

labourers. There was small but increasing interest in diamond working. 

254. In October 1959 Governnent dereserved 1,500 square miles

of· the District area including the village of Chinowieng, then occupied 

by only one fanily. The resulting influx of prospectors ·of all rnces 

disru�d life for a tine but the people have now sorted themselves out. 

Diamonds are now the nain econo�y in all villages and interest in 

agriculture is being revived due especially to the attractive price 

of cabbage and to the provision of convenient air freight service. 

255. The U.N. Soil Survey map indicates ClRss 3 and 4 land, not

generally suitable �or agriculture although the Report Vol.III, Part I, 

page 49 confirr.:is that certain soils in the area "are relatively fertile 

and are probably among the best agricultural soils in the country. 

They are unfortunately also among the r:iost li!!li tcd in extent and are 

often located in relatively inaccessible areas". These areas are 

along the Ka.marang River in occupation by the people of Waranadon and 

Paruina and in the Upper Kukui occupied by people of Phillipai, 

ilr:J.okokapai and Kwair1arudai. The areas are for the most part very 

hilly with gabbro outcrops and can be cultivated only with hand tools. 

The elevation, 1,500 to 1,800 feet above sea level, is conducive to the 

growth of exotic vegetables and plants. Livestock in a very snall way 

is returning to the district·following the slaughter of all beasts to 

supply domestic and mining requirements. There is scope in the more 

fertile valleys for intensive livestock production if good man&gement 

techniques are practised. 

256. The indigenous religious c�lt, Hallelujah, based on

Christianity, which was founded by the Macusi, Bi�iwang, in the mid 

19th century and spread to the Carib lands from the Kanuku Mountains 

to the Cuyuni River,has its last adherents in this district. Jµnokokapai, 

a village near the head of the Kukui River, is the contre to which all 

good Akawaio Hallelujahs look and sonetines visit. 'Services' are 

carried on in most villages and the f.nglican Church building at 

Jawalla has been so designed and constructed that Hallelujah services, 

which feature dancing in a circle, can be carried out in the church. 

/The 
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257. The population of sone 3,000 does not include a branch of

the .llkawaio tribe in the headwaters of the Kwating River in Brazil nor 

does it take into account tho very few older people who have lately 

returned to their original homes in the Gran Sabana of Venezuela. 

Tho people are politically conscious and consider thenselves fully 

Guyanese. They are entirely oriented to Guyana. 

258. The following is a list of cor.munities and groups about

which 'Specific Reco:or1endations 1 have been nade:-

Kamarang Keng 

Waram2.don 

Jawalla 

Morowta 

Phillipai, Kwaioarudai, .Ataro Valley, Anokokapai 

Chinowieng 

Meruwe.ng 

Paru:itla 

Kaikan 

Arau 

Awarapati. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

1!!Jg: K!�'11illANG KENG - UPPER Mi\.ZiiRUNI RIVER 

Descri'ption of area occupied: Situate on right bank Mazaruni 
about 254 miles up, opposite th) mouth of the Kamarang River. 
started about 15 years ago by casual labour at the Go:vernnent 

River 
Village 

station. 

Persons or or_ganisations to whom lands are alienateq,,: Nil. 

Population: 200. 

Tribe: f.k:awaio. 

Institutions:· Served by Government Station, dispensary, hospital, 
trade store, Govornr.1ent school, Post Office, regular air service, 
combined Ronan Catholic and Anglican Church. 

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fair degree. Fair cor.mand of 
English language. 

Econony: Mining, lumbering, labour, subsistence farming. 

Local Govt: Captain and 5 councillors. 

Special Features: 

Title requested: Coilltlunal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recommended: Freehold, vested in duly constituted Local Authority. 

Freedons: All nornal freedoms and pernissions enjoyed by l\Jnerindians. 

13. Area requested: 11 The area extending fron Biraapai Landing to War aka bang 
Creek in the Mazaruni and to the Itabu in tho Kar:iarang including the 
watershed of the rivers". 

14. C orunission's recommendations: The area recoriu:nended is less than that
requested, but is considered adequate for subsistence needs and
development. The area reconncndod is as follows:-

The area commencing at the raouth of the Warakabang .c:r:eek,_ 
left bank Mazaruni River, thence up the Mazaruni River to 
the Kebezik Creek, right bank Mazaruni River,. thence up the 
Kebezik Creek to its source; thence south and west along 
the watershed of the Mazaruni River to tho Bimapai Landing, 
Mazaruni River, thence along the watershed between the Mazaruni, 
Kako and Kamarang Rivers to the Eboropu Mountain, thence down 
the Tukuk Creek to its nouth, right bank Kamare.ng River, thence 
up fhe Kru;iarang River to Abaru Creek, thence up the Abaru Creek 
to its source, thence north to the Puluwatapu Mountain and to the 
source of the Warakabang Creek; thence down the Warakabang 
Creek to the · point o'f conr.rnncoment, save and except tho 
Governnent station at Ka.narang. 
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D ESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: WARL.MJ.J)ON �TILLAGE, INCLUDING Wi.R.f.M:.ABIJ. - UPPER MAZlillUNI 
DISTRICT 

Description of area occupiQQ.: Situate on right bank Kamarang River 
about 25 miles fron its nouth. Largest populated village in the 
Upper Mazaruni District. Occupation extends fron Kaikandabu to 
'Haul over' , the greatest concentration being at Waramadon. 

Persons or organisations to whon lands are alienated: Seventh Day 
hdventist Mission - 50 acres, 

Population: About 600. 

Tribe: Akawaio. 

Institutions: Church and school (Seventh Day Adventists). Mission 
started in 1935, Part-time .l\gricultural Station. Light aircraft 
airstrip. 

Degree of coastal acculturat=i.Q.g: Fairly advanced. Good cor.1Dand of 
English language. 

Econooy: Mining, lumbering, agriculture. 

Local Govt: Captain and 5 councillors. 

Special Features: Light plane airstrip, now little used; but if 
developed can accot:lI'.lodate G.�.C. planes. This would inprove the 
economic position of the district. The Anerindians at \faramadbn ciain 
to have found traraen paintings on the Ekereku Mountain. Trails to 
Kako' Rivor, to Paruima and to Ekereku. Road to Kanarang Station.· 

Title requested: Communal vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recor1r.1ended: Freehold vested in duly consti tutcd · Local · 
Authority. 

Freedoos: 1.11 nornal frecdoos and pcrriissions enjoyed by 1.merindians. 

1,rea requested: "Both banks of the Kane.rang River to the watersheds 
north and south of the river fron Kaikandabu downstrean to the bot-too 
of •Canoe Haulovor'." 

CoIJI:J.ission's recorID.endations: The area reco.oo.ended is less than that 
requested but is considered adequate for ei•:-.sistence and future 
development. Following is the area recomnended:-

The area coDI!lencing at the mouth of the Abaru Creek, left 
bank Ka.marang River, left bank Mazaruni River thence up the 
J.baru Creek to its source, thence north to Puluwatapu Mountain and
to the boundRry of the existing Upper Mazaruni District; thence
south-west along the said boundary for 12 oiles, thence south
to the source of an unnacied Creek, left bank Kamnrnng River,
thence down the.said unnar.1ed Creek to its oouth; thence down
the Kanarang Rive!:' to tho Shuwowyene Creek, rit;ht bank Kal:larang
River, thonce up the Shuwowyeng Creek to its source, thence
east along the watershed of the right bank, Kaoarang River,
to Eboropu Mountain, thence down the Tukuk Creek to its mouth,
right bank Kanarang Riv0r, thence up the Kamarang River to
Abaru CrGek, the point of coDDcnceocnt.
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: J Ai/f.LLA VIL:SLGE - UPPER MAZAR.UNI RIVER 

Description of area occupied: Situate on both banks at the mouth of 
the Kukui River, left bank Mazaruni River - 274 niles up and about 
30 niles above Kanarang Government Station. Relatively new cor:ununity 
started in 1954 by residents of Chinowieng and Imbaimadai a.oalganating 
with residents of Katima. 

Persons or organ�tions to w�_Jands are alienated; Incorpor ated 
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana - Permission No.31033 -
10 acres. 

Population: 400 - 79 families. 

Tribe: .Akawaio. 

Institutions: Church, school (i'ulB'lican). Hallelujah religi_o.q. 

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fair degree. Fair cot:111and of English. 

7. Economy: Minine, ltID.bering, agriculture, labour.

8. 

9. 

10. 

'11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Local Govt: Captain and 5 councillors.

Special Features: Tho mission is run by Mr. Braithwaite, an English
layr.ian who is encouraging residents to rear cattle and to employ good
agricultural practices. There arv trails leading to 1..rabaro and Kako
rivers and to Phillipai.

Title requested: Cornnunal vested in Captain and Council.

Title recomnendod: Freehold - vested in duly constituted Loca+
Authority. 

Freedons: All normal freedons and peroissions enjoyed by Al:Jerindians. 

Arca requested: 11From Er:ioi Creek in the Kukui to tho eastern l;,oundary 
of tho present District up the Mazaruni and down the Mazaruni to one 
mile below 11.piapai Settlenent" • 

Commission's rocoD.TJendations: The Commission considers the area 
recoL1Dended as being necessary for subsistence needs and for future 
devclopnent needs.· Following is the area recor:unended:-

--

The area cornnencing at the mouth of the Wanawau Creek, 
right bank Kukui River, left bank Mazaruni River thence up the 
Wanawau Creek to its source, thence north along the boundary 
of the existing Upper Mazaruni District to the source of the 
11.bau Creek; thence south-west to the Mazaruni River one mile 
below 1,.piapai Landing; thence south by west to 11.nkari tipu 
Mountain, thence south-east to tho source of the Yara Crock, 
left bank Kukui River, thence down the Yara Creek to its · 
mouth thence down tho Kukui River to the point of corn:iencenent. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

De scriptiQlL._9.f_g��ccupieg.: Situate about 1 
Kako River, left bank Mazaruni River about 15 
Relatively new conounity established in 1958. 
of Wailaknapu, now abE:.··:.lonc:L 

nile up the left bank. 
miles from Kamarang. 
Virtually resettlcncnt 

Persons or Or£�'if,aijs>�� tQ.�q lands are alienate�: Seventh Day 
Adventists Mission - 1 acreo

Populatio,Q: 225. 

Tri be: Akawaio. 

Institution�: Church and school (Seventh Dny Adventists Mission). 

6. Degree of consta.l._.�c9ulturation: Fair degree. Poor conn.and of En�lish.

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Economy: Minj_ng,. :1..unbering, agriculture, labour.

Local Govt: Captain and 3 councillors.

Special �eatures: Trails to Waranadon and Ka.r:iarang Station. An
.lllnerindian froB Paruina, trained at the Mon Repos School of
J:.griculture is working on a deoonstration plot in this village as a
Government Field Assistant�

Title regue§ied: Comraunal - vested in Captain and Council.

Title re�Q.£!m£nde�: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local Auth�rity.

Freedons: All nornal freodons and poroissions enjoyed by Anerindians.

lu'ea regue_sJwd_: 11Froo Tagaikapai to Bimapai in tho Mazaruni River and
the Kako watershed to the nouth of the Arabaro Creek."

Coramission's re�:QggJendati�: The Cor.:Jr.J.ission considers the area
recoru:;:iended as being necessary for subsistence and development needs.
Following is the area roconnendcd:-

The area connencing at a point on the left bank Mazaruni River 
opposi to 'i'acaikapo.i Landing, thence down the Mazaruni River to 
a point opposite Bimapai Landing, thence south-west along 
the watershed between the Mazaruni, Kako and Krunarang Rivers 
to the Eboropu Mountain thence along the Eboropu Mountain to 
the source of Chinakuru Creek, thence south-east to the nouth 
of the Arabaro Creek, right bank Kako River, thence north-east by 
the watershed of the Kako River to the point of coonencenent. 

The Coru::iission also recomr:ionds that residents should have 
beneficial occupation of hunting faros in the Kako River and 
tributaries above tho nouth of the Arabaro Creek. 
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l&§Q!iIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

lifil':lli.: PHE,LIF [' .. :;: -\-:_ T LAG:::; - INCLUDING JJl'IOKOKAPAI, KW.ll.IMARUDAI 
AND AT. RO VALLEY 

Phillipa.:ia.: 

Kwaimaruoai: 

(Upper Nazaruni District) 

S.i. tuate on 1.oft ban;.-c Kukui River - approximately
50 ni:es froo its oouth. Built up within the last
15 :{cars by the Pilgrim Holiness Mission. Present
inhabita�ts fron lilll.okokapai, Chinowieng, Imbaimadai,
Mazaruni and the Kukui-Ataro.

Situate on right bank Kukui River about 4 miles above 
PhillipaL 

.Ataro Valley: Situate on left bank Kukui River about 5 miles below 
PhUlipaio 

.Amokokapai: SHuato on left bank Kukui River about 4 oil es inland 
froB Phillipaio

2. Persons o� or1:�11t��ions to whom lands are alienate.Q_: Pilgrim Holiness
Mission - Lease 1.8 acres - Lease 25.0 acres. 

3. 

5. 

6. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

PopulatiQQ! 700. 

Tribe: 

Institutions: Pilgrim Holiness Church and School at Phillipai. 
Mission established in 1958. Health Centre staffed and run by Pilgrim 
Holiness Churchu F.allelujah religion at Anokokapai. 

Degree of coastfal . ..Jl:9.£..Ul turn.tio.a: Fairly low, but ioproving with 
assistance from Mission" Very low corm.and of English generally. 

Economx: Mining, labour, agriculture, luobering. 

Local Govt.: Captain and 6 councillors. 

SpeciaJ_E_eatu,E .. �: J,.ren of good agricultural potential isolated by 
poor coomunica-tio:1, Rearing of livestock for domestic purposes. 
Trails to ],J'.!okokapai, to Brazil, to Chinowieng,to .Arnbaro River and to 
Enoi Creek. 

Title reguesi_ei!_: Comr.iunal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recoru:iended: Freehold, vested in duly constituted Local Authority. 

12. Freedoms: All normal frocdons and permissions enjoyed by .l\nerindians.

13. 

14. 

Iirea requested: 11The area enclosed by tho Kukui-Ataro watershed
extending down the Kukui River to the raouth of the Enoi Creek on
the rie;ht bank Kukui River."

Connissj:OIL§_)�.�8�f11D�!J "'
c
+,i.o_ns: The Corn;iission considers the area

reconnended as being necessary for their subsistence and devel�pncnt
needs. Following is the area recomr.iended:-

/The 
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The area coI!llllencing at the mouth of an unnamed creek, right 
bank Kukui River one nile below the nouth of �bageng Creek, 
thence up the said unnamed creek to its source; thence south 
along the watershed between the Kukui and Haieka Rivers to 
Guyana-Brazil boundary nark No.13 - source of the Ireng River -
thence west alori.G the Guyana-Brazil boundary to the source 
of the Ataro River, thence north along the watershed between 
the Ataro and Arabaro Rivers to the source of an unnamed 
creek, left bank Kukui River, tho mouth being a little below 
and opposite the starting point of this area, thence down the 
said unnaned creek to its nouth, thence up tho Kukui River 
to the point of commencenent. 
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DESCRIPTION OF .. COMMUNITIES 

NJJ1E: CHihOWIE:JG VILL.AGE - UPPER Mf.Zii.RUNI DISTRICT. 

Description of� aroa occupie..9-.: Situate in mid-savannah on trail fron 
Upper Ireng to Upper Maz�runi River. Straggling village pattern 
over a distance of about 200 ydso Farming on hill about 1 nile from 
homestead. 

Persons or org£:Qisations to whom lands are alienated: Nil. 

Population: About 100. 

Tribe: Akawaio. 

Institutions: Hallelujah religion. 

Degree of coastal acculturation: 
spoken. 

Fairly low. Very little Engli-sh 

Economy: Subsistence farriing - surplus products sold to miners, Mining. 

Local Govt: Captain and two councillors. Recognised by ad.ministration 
but not elected •. 

Special Features: Mobile coDJ:.mni ty spending some uonths each year on 
dispersed farms in hunting areas. Buildings all of standard-primitive 
pattern in a line. ·water supply is a shallow dug-out savannah creek. 
No medical facilities� Trail to Ireng Head, Chi-Chi Falls, Mt. Ayanganna 
and to Kukui-Ataro Valley. No school. Dry weather light plane airstrip. 

Title rcquestc�: CoClDunal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recoI'.l!J.end&d: Freehold, vested in duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

Freedoms: All nornal frcedqms and pornissions enjoyed by iu:leri.ridians. 

Area requested: "Area above Chi-Chi Falls in the headwaters of the 
Upper Mazaruni and .Haieka Rivers." 

Cor:missioµ's recomn�tions: The area recommended is considered as 
being necessary for subsistence and development needs in view of the 
poor quality of the soils. Following is the area recoBDended:-' 

Tho. area commencing at the mouth of the Waparu Creek left 
bank Haieka River, left bank Mazaruni River, thence up the 
Waparu Creek to its source, thence west to the watershed between 
the Kuku:i_ and Haiek� Rivers, thence south along the said 
watershed to the Guyana-Brazil boundary mark No.13 - source 
of the Ircng River - thence to tho source of the Haieka River, 
thence down the Haieka River to the point of connenccment. 

The Col!II1ission also reconrnends that residents should have 
beneficial rights to use all trails and to cut dry weather farms on 
unalienated Crown Lands at the source of the Mazaruni River and at 
Ayanganna Monn-l:2-: "' 
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DESCRIPTION Q� COMMUNITIES 

JY.d[�: T'TERUW!.NG - UPPER MLZARUNI DISTRICT 

Description of _area occupie<1,: Si tuato on left bank Kanarang River 
about 5' miles below Attabrao Creek, about 36 miles up the Kan River. 
Isolated fanily group. 

Persons or orf-;filliSPtj_o11� whon land.s are alienated_: 

Populatiog: About 20. 

Tri be: JJcawaio. 

Institutions: Nil. 

None. 

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fairly advanced. Fair cor:mand of 
English. 

Economy: Subsistence faming, occasional labour. 

Local Govt: Nil. 

Special Features: This group has been occupying this area for a 
nunber of years. 

Title r�,£.Gstq.,1: No request received. 

Title recomwndeci: Freehold to Danny, head of family, and heirs. 

Freedons: !�l no�al freedons and peroissions enjoyed by ..l\J:J.erindians� 

Jiron requested: No request received. 

Conmission' s r8COr.lDQ!}9-a� '.::'he settleoent is occupied by a growing 
family which h�s no intention of reooving. The following area is 
considered neces8ary for their present needs and future developnent:-

The area connencing at the nouth of Kauna Creek loft 
bank Kanarang River, left bank Mazaruni River, thence up 
the Kauna Creek to its source, thence north to the source 
of an unnaraed tributary, right bank Meruwang Creek, thence 
down tho said unnamed tributary to its nouth, thence down

tho Meruwang·creek to its nouth, thence up the Kaoarang 
River to the point of coonencenent. 
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DESCRIPTION Q! COMMUNITIES 

�: Pi'..RUIM/1 VIL:ULGE, INCLUDING KUMBIATA AND L.LIJ,MANG -
(Upper Mazaruni District) 

Description Qf__ area occu.Ei_ed: 

Paruina: 

Kumbiata: 

i'..lianang: 

Situate on right bank Kamarang River about 50 niles 
fron its nouth, 

Situate on left bank Kam.:River about 15 miles up river 
from Paruina. 

Situate on right bank Kam:River opposite Kunbiata. 
Occupation extends from Attabrao Creek to Kanarang 
Great Falls, the greater concentration being at 
Paruina. 

Persons or organisg.tions to whon lands are alienated: Seventh Day 
Adventists Mission - Pernission No.19579 - 150 acres at Paruioa. 
Lease No.976/56 - 11 acres at Paruima • 

Populatiog: . About 500. 

Tribe: Arekuna. 

Institutions: Church 
established in 1934. 
staffed by S.D.A.). 

and school (Seventh Day Adventist). Mission 
Police outpost, Health Clinic (stocked and 

Airstrip. 

Degree quoastal §:..q,_£_ul turat:i.Qn: Fairly advanced. Good coranand of 
English language, some Spanish. 

Econon__y: Mining, lumbering, agriculture. 

Local Govi: Captain and 5 councillors. 

Special Feat2.r.�s: This village is situate in an area of good, but 
very hilly, soils and has always had a tradition of agriculture. 
There is a good water supply and hydro-power potential within {:mile 
of the village at Paruima River Falls. Three trails to Venezuela, 
trails to Warar:i.adon and Kako Rivor. 

Title requested: Cor:1nunal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recofilnended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local �uthority. 

Freedons: 1�11 normal freedons and pero.issions enjoyed by limerindians. 

1',;rea requested: "The area enclosed by the watershed of tho Karaarang 
River fron the Attabrao Creek to the Venezuelan border including the 
Paruina River watershed." 

Connission's recoElmonclations: The Connission considers the following 
area necessary for subsistence and developnent needs:-

/The 
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The area commencing at the nouth of the Attabrao Creek� 

right bank Kamnrang River, left bank Mazaruni River, thence 

up the Attabrao Cre�k to the top of the Attabrao Falls, 

thence south along the watershed of the Kanarang River to the 

Guyana-Venezuelan border, thence north-west along the 

Guyana-Venezuelan border to the source of tho Wenanu River, 

thence east alone the boundary of the existing Upper Mazaruni. 

District to Holitipu Mountain, thence to the source of the 

Ubai Creek, left bank Kanaranc River, thence down the Ubai 

Creek to its nouth, thence down the Kamarang River to the 

point of coI!l.r.1ence�ent. 
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�: KJJ:KL"tll' Ji.JVIERDIDIJ.J"\J VILLAGE - WENAMU RIVER 

Description of ��ea occµpied: A scattered village at the junction of 
the Tshuau and Wonamu h.ivers. Houses within an area of approximately 
1 sq. oile. Sooe faros are situate on the left bank Wenanu River. 

Persons or o:r.&§n:5.sRtions to whoo lands are alienated: Seventh Day 
Adventist Mission. 

Population: 175. 

Tribe: Akawaio. 

Institutions: Church and School (Seventh Day Adventist). Police 
outpost. Recently established Mission. 

Degree of coastal acculturatiQU: Fairly low. English is spoken by · 
the young people. Older residents speak Spanish. 

Economy: Mining, subsistence agriculture. 

Local Govt: Captain and throe councillors. 

Special Features: Light aircraft airstrip. Tr�ls to Paruioa and 
Ek:reku. Regular contact with Venezuelans. 

Title requested: Coonunal - vested in Captain ahd Council. 

Title recornoended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local Authority. 

Freedoms: All noroal freedoos and peroissions enjoyed by .Arierindians. 

Area requested: "Fron Wena.Du Head to Pakara.r:ipa Mountain and froo the 
river to the escarpBent with hunting rights above the escarpnen�." 

Connissio.n' s reconnendation.§..E_ The area reconnended is less than that 
requested at 13 above. The Coonission considers the following area to 
be adequate for present needs and future development:-

The area coooencing at the nouth of the Tshuau River, 
right bank Wenaou River, right bank Cuyuni River, thence up 
the Tshuau River to its source, thence west along the 
watershed of the Paruina, River to the source of the Wenanu 
River, thence down the Wenaou River to the point of 
coraoencemcnt. 
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DESCRIPTION_OF COMMUNITIES 

NJJIF:':l: LB.J.U VILLl.G E - WENJ,MU RIVER 

Description of area occupied: Situate near the mouth of tho l.rau 
River, right bank Wenanu River - 33 niles up. Conpact village of 
10 houses. 

Persons or organisations to whom lands arc alicn�t�..Q.: 

Population: 80. 

Tri be: 1.k:awaio. 

Institutions: Church and school (Lnglican). Recently established 
Mission. 

De,g-ree of coastal accul tur.:::t_ion: Fairly low. 

Economy: Mining, subsistence agriculture. 

Local Govt: Captain a11d two councillors (unofficial). 

Special Features: 

Title requested: Communal vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recor:mended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

Freedons: All nornal freodons and pernissions enjoyed by lunerindians. 

krea requested: "''ron Arawai Falls to Muruwawe River on tho Wenamu 
and back to the escarpment." 

Comnission's rocomnendations; The area recoDDended is less than that 
requested at 13 above. The Cor.mission considers this area to be 
adequate for present needs and future developnent. Following-is 
the area recorunended:-

The area connencing at tho nouth of the Muruwawe River, 
right bank Wenanu River, thence up the Muruwawe River to 
the edge of the escarpncnt, thence south along the edge 
of the escarpoent to tho l�rau River, thence down the Arau 
River to its nouth, thence down the Wenanu River to the 
point of commcncencnt. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: 1.Wl.RAPLTI SETTLEMENT - CUYUNI RIVER 

Description of area occupied: Situate on right bank Cuyuni River, 
below Urluowra River - 178 miles up. A group of 6 houses. 

Persons or organisations to whon lands are alienat_oq.: 

Population: 13 

Tri be: JJcawaio. 

Institutions: Nil. 

Degree of coastal acculturat�: Fairly low. 

Econooy: Mining, subsistence agriculture. 

8. Local Govt: Nil.

9. 

10. 

11. 

Special Features: Nil.

Title requested: Invididual.

Title recorinended: Freehold to Peter Schultz, head of faL1ily.

12. Freedoms: f�l nornal freedoos and pernissions enjoyed by Amerindians.

13. 

14. 

Area requested: "The Cuyuni River frontage froo Rapantie Creek to
Tariapau Creek extending back to the escarpnent."

ComL1ission's reconmcndations: This settlenent is occupied by a
growing family which has no intention of renoving. The area
reconnerided is less than that requested at 13 above, but the
Cor.1I.'.lission considers it adequate for present needs and future
development. Following is the area reconnended:

. 

. 

The area cornnencing at �warapati settlenent right bank 
Cuyuni River, thence two oiles above and two miles below and 
inland to tho escarpment. 
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.Af.JAW.&{, WARRAU, CARIB COMMlTNITIE9. 

2590 'I'hero aTe no distinct tribal areas occupied by Caribs, 

Warraus or Arawo.ks. Grotips of each tribe are found in coastland 

districts throughout the country quite often intermixed. According to 

Farabee( 1 \he Arawak:2 bcJ.ong to the Essequibo occupying fr0m the 

Venezuelan boundary to tLc, l,estern bank of the Essequibo river. 

We might assm1e t�:sn t:10.t the !..rawaks of Demerara and Berbice are 

eoigrants from th,) Essequib0. Of the Warraus Crooka1(2) writes: 

"They are said to be a short, hardy race of fishermen inhabiting the 

low, wet, marshy places adjacent to the sea. They are noted for their 

boat building. They live on crabs and fish." The Warraus are mainly 

found in the lower. re1:tshes of the L'lain rivers of the North West 

District as well as in the lower Moruca and Pomeroon areas witlµn 

close proximity to the sea, Some Warraus are found at sorae distance 

inland, for exanple, those at Orealla 56 miles up the Corentyne river. 

With respect to the Caribs In Thurn(3) observes: "They are peculi.ar 

among the tribes in that they occupy no special district, but are 

scattered nore or less thickly through the country." 

NORTH WEST DIST!(JC�.::..,..�QWEJL..�.ARIM}..:.LTHE ARUKA AND THEIR TRIBUTATIES: 

260. 'l'here are nore Warraus than Arawaks in this area but a

large number of tho .Ar:!erindi'J.ns are of mixed origin, The presence of 

enterprising non-Anerindiun farners in the area and the Land 
Development Proj•)cts rec;:;r:tly started are making a sure, if slow

impact on .Amerindian agricultur�. There are some Producers' Cooperative 

Societies not al:i. of which are exclusively .Anerindian, Total 

.Ar;ierindian populatio:1 is about 2,250.

261. This is an area of exclusive Carib occupation including

the settlelilents ol Rod R;_ll and Koriabo on the Barima river, and 

Waikrebi, Kokerite and Chinese Landing on the Barama, The population 

is about 600.

(1) Farabee, W.C. - The Central Arawaks

(2) 

(3) 

Crookal, L. 

Im Thurn, E.F. - .Among the Indians of Guiana, 

/THE UPPER WAINI AND 
MORUCA: 
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THE UPPER WAlNI AND MORUCA: 

262. In the Upper Waini are the Akawaio settlement of Kwabanna,

the Arawak settlement at Little Kaniaballi, and the Warrau settlement 

of Waropoko-Morebo-Alaka. 

263. Santa Rosa on the Moruca river, is generally acknowledged

as the most coastally acculturated of Amerindian cor.ll'!lunities. 

Institutions there include a Roman Catholic Church, Roman Catholic 

convent, producer and consuraer co-operatives, community centre, village 

market, district adninistrative office, cottage hospital, government 

rest shelter, agricultural station, dispensary, post office etc. There 

are five shops owned by Amerindians· thcuselvos. The population is 

about 3,000, the largest concentrated Amerindian corlli1unity. Arawaks 

are predominant and the older ones are Spanish speaking. There are 

also Warraus, the majority of whom are at Mora, about two miles below 

Santa Rosao The economy is mainly agriculture, and mining and labour 

outside of the district. Poor comounication was at one time a ·drawback 

to the area but there are now weekly mail and transport services to 

connect the Pomeroon River Service. A self-help airstrip is under 

construction. 

264. There is a 10 year old Governnent .Agricultural Project

along the road joining Kwnaka on the Moruca with Kwabanna on the Waini 

and although it is felt that production for markets has not come up 

to expectation, this venture is still regarded as a significant pilot 

project. 

265. Ten milA� down the Moruca River from Santa Rosa is Wara.CTuri,

a Warrau community of about 1,200 people. A self-help road is being 

built to connect the two places. A quantity of coffee and copra is 

produced at Waranuri but there is need for better agricultural methods 

and better organisation if production is to show any marked improvement. 

There is a lot of Waramuri labour on the Pomeroon grants, and many 

far:J.ilies maintain themselves in this manner. The people have .also 

retained their maritime tendencies. They are good fishermen, do a lot 

of fishing in the sea and sell their catch in the Upper Moruca and 

lower Pomeroon; but a,eain, better methods of fishing and the 

organisation of proper markets are essential to improve this section 

of the economy. 

/The 
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The St. Janes 1 Mission is over 100 years old, but probably because 

of the absenqe of a resident p:i:·iGst until 12 years ago the degree of 

acculturation is less than in the neighbouring communities of Wakapau. 

and Santa Rosa. 

MANAW.i\RIN: 

266. The 11'.:anawarin Ri vcr area is a settler0.ent of Cari bs and a

few Warraus. Total :popuJ .. ation is about 250. The St. Nicholas 

Anglican school was s-'cartod there in 1943. These people were originally 

inhabitants of Kairimap, Poneroon, who used the Manawarin river as a 

fishing ca.mp. It is an area of limited natural resources productive of 

a poor quality savannah fish. Lots along the Kumaka-Kwabanna Road 

have been made avnilable for Mane.warin residents, but although quite 

a number· of faoilies have been attracted there the najority of the 

population still prefer to renain where they are. 

W i'.JCAP AU: 

267. Wakapau is predor.rinantly an area of savannah island

settlements and is near to the sea. There is a population of about 

1100. The St. Lucia..� Anglican Church has been established there for 

over 100 years, This is another area with very limited resources. 

Farming is mainly subsistence and the r:i.ajori ty of 1:.1en seek manual work 

outside of the area, in the Pomeroon or timber &rants of other parts of 

the country. Arawaks are predominant here but there is a nULJ.ber 

of Warraus in the :Koria, a branch of the Wakapau. A few Caribs from 

the Manawarin are also found there. A co-operative shop was established 

about 10 years ngo and there is also a health clinic which is not 

yet completed. 

POMEROON: 

268. There are four aain Amerindian colilr:luni ties in the Pomeroon.

Two of these, Akawini and Kairimap, have a predominantly Carib 

population. Akawini is another savannah-island settlenent area where 

fish is abundant. There is timber on the mainland. The St. Cqad's 

Anglican Mission is about 40 years old but a resident priest has never 

been stationed there. The Asscnblies of God have recently established 

a church and the Governnent has built a school. Population is over 

300. There are trails to the Pomeroon and Wakapau.

/The 
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269. The other predominantly Carib area, Kairimap, has about

500 people. Logging has for a long tiQe been the main source of cash 

for inhabitants. Other forest industries include cutting and selling 

wallaba poles and troolie; sales are made on the Essequibo coast. 

There are trails from the .Arunanai Creek to Supenaam and from the 

Warakabra Creek to .Akawini. There are fertile soils along the Issororo 

River which is badly in need of clearing. A few residents from.Kairimap 

and Kabakaburi have gone to live at Issororo but others have only been 

making farms there. 

270. Three miles below Kairimap is Kabakaburi with a mixed

Arawak and Carib population of about 750. Like Kairimap, the economy 

has been based on logging and lumbering £or a very long time. The 

two areas have been supplying the four sawmills in the river fo+ the 

greater part of this century. But quite a number of men have recently 

been leaving the district to work and mine in other areas. 

The Mission, St. Matthias, is over a hundred years old and there 

is a strong educational background. Acculturation is almost qomplete 

mainly due to the presence of the nearby Pickersgill non-Amerindian 

coomuni ty. 

271. Further down river at Siriki is another Arawak community.

There are many East Indians in their midst. From Dutchman's Creek 

there is a trail to Tapakuma and logging and farming is being carried 

on along this trail. A farmers' co-operative is functioning here. 

There are about 250 .Amerindians� 

THE ESSEQUIBO DISTRICT·: 

272. The Lake District has predominantly Arawak settlements

though there are Caribs at Bethany and Capoey. The main economy in 

this district is logging and lumbering. Thero is constant contact with 

the coast. Tapakuma and Mainstay-Wyaka have benefi tad 'fr6i::i ·1;he road 

system provided by the Tapakuma project. Bethany and Machabo are 

served by the Seventh Day Adventist Church, Capoey by the Methodist, 

Tapakuma and Mainstay-Wyaka by tho Anglican. The total population 

is around 1,000. 

DEMERARJ. AND BERBICEJ.: 

273. There are four main .llmerindian settlemen�s in Demerara:

The Arawak settlements of Santa-aritak on the Deoerara River.and 

/st.Cuthbert'3 
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St. Cuthbert' s on the Mahaica; the raixed L.rawak-Warrau-Carib 

settlement at St. Francis, }fohaicony, and the Mabora settler:ient at 

Great Falls up the Demerara River. Amerindian population in the 

Deraerara is about 1,100. 

274. In the Berbice River, Wikki and Hururu, both Arawak

settlencnts, have 250 and 60 people respectively. Lo-ggi.ng is the oain 

econooy. There is a regular steru�er and launch service from New 

.Amsterdam to these areas. 

Orealla is about 56 niles up the Cor0ntyne river and 

8 railes further up is Siparuta. Both are logging coonunities, 

coriprising of Arawaks and Warraus. Together the two comnunities 

have about 1,150 people. 

275. The following is a list of coomunities and groups about

which 'Specific Recor.n:uendations' have been nade:-

COMMUNITY 

L,AKE DISTRICT - ESSEQUIBO: 

Bethany 

Mashabo 

Capoey 

Mainstay/Wyaka 

Tapakuoa 

POMEROON DISTRICT: 

Kairioap 

Kabakaburi 

Siriki 

1.Jcawini 

Wakapau 

NORTH WEST liMERINDIAN DISTRICT: 

Manawarin 

Waraouri 

Santa Rosa 

11.sakata 

W.f .. INI RIVER: 

Kwabanna 

Little Kaniaballi - Small) 
Troolie Ck. ) 

Waropoko, Morebo, Ju.aka 

TRIBE 

A,C. 

ii. 

A,C. 

A 

A 

C ,A. 

A,C. 

A 

C, A, W. 

A,C,W. 

C 

w 

11., W. 

1, 

Ak •• 

A 

w 

/BluUiM.l, RIVER: 



COMMUNITY 

BAR.AMA RI VER : 

Waikr'3bi 

Kokerite 

Chinese Landing 
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NORTH WEST DISTRICT: 

MabarUI:1a Hill 

Barabina, Koberima 

Tobago a-.l Wauna Hills · · 

Bunbury Hill 

Wauna/Whi te Creek 

Aruau River 

Hotakwai 

Hobodia 

Ka.nwata Hill 

B.ARIMA RIVER: 

Red Hill 

Koriabo 

K/J.ITUM.A RIVER: 

Sebai 

DEMERlffif. RIVER : 

Sant a/ Aritak 

Mabora 

MJJIAICA RIVI.f: 

St. Cuthbert's 

MJJIJJ.ICONY RIVER: 

St. Francis 

BERBICE RIVER: 

Wikki 

Hururu 

Hittia 

CORENTYNE RIVER: 

Orealla/Sipuruta 

CUYUiIT RIVER: 

Kurutuku 

Legend:­,_ 
/1 Arawak 

TRIBE 

C 

C 

C 

ll 

W,A,C. 

w 

W,A. 

W, A. 

W, A, C. 

A,W,C 

w 

C 

C 

W,A,C. 

A 

\ 
Ale., A.

C 

A,W,C. 

A 

A 

A 

A,W. 

C 

Carib 

W Warrau .Ak - Akawaio 
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DESCRIPTION OF�COMMUNITIES 

l!Qill_: BETHi'.NY VILLli.GE - ESSEQUIBO COJ.ST. 

Description of area occupied: Situate on the left bank l�ahuria 
River loft bank Supenaa.I'l River about 8 oiles froo its nouth from 
Tapakuna Creek east of Lrahuria tot mile west of Arahuria with a 
depth of 1 mile on both banks. 

Persons or organisations to whon lands are alienated,: Grant No.4471 
in the name of J.B. Beckner. 

Population: 39 fanilies.- 212. 

4. Tribe: Arawaks: Caribs.

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Institutions: School, Church (Seventh Day Ldventists). Mission
established in 1911.

Degree of coastal acculturati.Q.U: Fairly advanced. English is spoken
by both children and adults. 

Economy: Logcing, faroing - cor:u.�ercial and subsistonce - casual labour. 

Local Govt: Captain and 3 councillors (established in 1968). 

Special Features: Trail connecting this villar,0 with Me. rhabo but 
there soons to be no· close contact. 

Title requested: Connunal vested in Captain and councillors. 

Title recoomended: Freehold vestoQ in duly constituted Local Authority. 

Freedoos: Nornal freedoos and peroissions enjoyed by Aoerindians. 

Area requested: From mouth of the Tapakuna Creek, left bank 
SupenaaEJ River to the Kairuni Creek 5 miles on both banks of the 
Supenaan River. 

Connission's reconmcndations: The CoI'lL'lission cannot support the 
request at 13 above to include the right bank of the Supenaai:i River,as 
the .Amerindian Comnunity is established on tho left bank of the 
Supenaam River. The Co",mission considers the following area which is 
recomflended for freehold title as being necessary for subsistence 
needs and ,:uture developnent. Following is the area rocoomended:-

Tho area corrmcncing at a point on tho left bank Supenaar1 
River about it miles below the mouth of the li.rahuria River, 
thence north alone the We.tor shed between tho i'..rahuria Ri vcr 
and Tapakuma Creek, thence west along the watorsheds of the 
Ji.rahuria and Ituribisi Rivers, thence south along the 
watershed between the SekenaaI'l and Sekeleli Rivers to the 
Supenaam River, thence down the Supenaam River to thG point 
of cor:unenccoent, save and except all ali0nated lands. 
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DESCRIPTIQ1t.9F COMMUNITIES 

�: r".f.SHJU30 VILLAGE (ESSEQUIBO COAST) 

Description of area occupied: Situate on.th� right bank Ma$hapo 
Creek, right bank Ituribisi River, and described as follows: 
North: From the eastern point of the Ituribisi Lake parallel or. 
along tho lake 5 miles to the west; South: From the southernmost 
point of the western boundary to the southernnost point of the east 
boundary: East:.·From the Ituribisi Lake parallel or along the_ 
Ikuraka River 5 miles to the south: West: From .the western point of 
the �rthern boundary 5 miles to the south, an area of 25 square miles. 

Persons or orrranisations to whom lands are alienated: Nil.

Population: 22 far;iilies 97. 

4. Tribe: Arawak.

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Institutions: Church, school ( Seventh Day Adventists). Long established
Mission. 

Degree of coastal acculturai;].-2,U: Fairly advanced. Ehglish is spoken 
by both children and adults. 

Econony: Logging and subsistence agriculture. 

Local Governnent: Captain and 4 councillors. 

Special Features: Easy comnunication with coast. 

Title requested: Cor.munal - vested in Captain and Councillors. 

Title recommended: · Freehold - vested in duly consti tute.d Loe . .;µ· 
J,.uthori ty. 

Freedoms: · N·ornal freedoms and permissions enjoyed l:?y AmeI'.i.ndians. 

lu>ea requested: As at 1. 25 square miles. 
' ; 

�ission' s recommendations: This is an area of 
to the soil survey map. The request at 13 above 
is adequate for subsistence needs, is supported. 
area recomnondod:-

poor· soil according 
for an area which 

Following is the 

The area connencing at a point on the right bank Ituribist 
River opposite Ikuraka River, thence south and west along 
tho watershEid l;letweon the Ituribisi and Supenaam Rivers 
.to a point opposite the source of the Truli River, right bank 
Arapiako. River_, thence north to the source of an unna.i:10d
creek, right bank Ituribisi River, thence down the said 
unnamed creek to its mouth, thence down the Ituribisi 
River to the point of cora.nenceDont. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: Cil.POEY il.MERINDIJ,.N SETTLEMENT (ESSEQUIBO COAST). 

Description of aroa occupied: Both eas.t and wost banks .of the Capoey 
Lake, about 2 oiles in tho rear of Pln. Little .b.ffiance, Westfield 
and Mocha with depths varyine from t mile to 2t !Jiles on the western 
bank. 

Persons or organisations to whom lands are alienated: Methodist 
Church - 5 acres. 

Population: 200 - 33 fanilies. 

Tribe: Arawak, Carib. 

Institutions: School and Church (Methodist). Long established Mission. 

Degree of coastal acculturatio�: Advanced. English is spoken by both 
children q.r1d adults. 

Econony: Logeing, subsistence farning. 

Local Govt: Captain and 3 councillors. 

Special F'eatures: . Within very easy reach of Essequibo Coast by vi! 
of dirt road f'ron Lake to Public Road. 

Title reque§ted: Cor:rr:1unal - vested in Captain and Councillors. 

Title reconnonded: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local 
1\uthori ty. 

Freedons: Right of passage to Anna Regina and froo Red Lock to Publ·ic 
Road. 1..11 noroal freodoos and permissions enjoyed by .llnerindians. 

Area requested: 50 sq. miles. 2 niles south of Mary Point -
2 niles north of Mary Point - 12t miles east to west. 

Comnission' s recm:u:10ndations: This is an area of poor soil according 
to .the soil survey nap. The CotJI.1ission considers the area recoo.r:iend€d 
for freehold title as necessary for their subsistence needs. Followine 
is the area recor;ipended:-

The area connencing at the oouth of the Paray River, left bank 
Tapakuna River, thence up the Paray River to its source, 
thence south-south-east to the source of the Ikuraka River 
thence north-cast to the south-eastern corner of the Capoey 
Lake, thence along the eastern shore of the lake to the nain 
drainage canal, thence north by west along the oain drainage 
canal to a point opposite the south-western corner of 
Colunbia Estates, thence west by south to the point of corunencenont, 
save and except all alienated lands. 

As the Capoey Lake is part of the nain irrigation systcns of 
the Tapakuna project it should be excluded fron this area, but 
residents should have bonoficial use of it. 
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DESCRIPTION QF COMMUNITIES 

�: MAINSTJ1Y-WYAKA 11'JIB 1'JlE.A ( ESSEQUIBO COAST) 

Description of area o"ccUJ?�: Mainstay ... on the northern bapk of the 
Mainstay Lake and Wyaka -·on the eastern bank of the Tapakuoa Lake -
an area of approximately 4 square railcs. 

2. �ns or organisations. to. wJm lands are alienat2£.: M_ain.stay -
Incorporated Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana.

3. 

4. 

6. 

7. 

s. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

·12.

13. 

14. 

Population: 200.

Tribe: Arawak.

Institutions: Church, School (Anglican); GovorI111ent Youth Caop.

DeR:reo ·of coastal acculturation: Advanced.English is spok:en by both.
children and adults. 

Econom.x: Making of Wallaba poles, r1inor tinber, casual ltJ,bour •. 

Local Govt: Captain and Council. 

Special Features: Wyaka-Mainstay Cooperative Land Society Ltd� , 
registered in 1967. 137. 28 acres of Crown Lands "'." .lllock: '.G '. Anna 
Regina. A jeep road connecting Mainstay with Wyaka. Network of roads 
to Dawa, St. Deny's Mission and Anna Regina. 

Title rfl9,Y.e:TI.£s1: Connunal - vested in Captain and Councillors. 

Title recom.i:i.ended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

Freedoms: Use of Interior roads, passage through all caµals, creeks 
and other water-ways • .All other normal freedoms and pernissioµs 
enjoyed by Jl.I!lerindians. 

Area requested: 25 sq. niles. 

Commission's recornnendations: Owing to the po�r soil and �W.aI1PY nature 
of this area the Commission considers the area reconmended 
as b·eing necessary for tho subsistence needs of thG residents. 
Following is the area rcccirnr.1ended :-

The area corir.lencine at Red Lock, Tapakuna Irrieation·· Schene, 
thence· south oy east along the nain canal to a point opposite 
the south�wostern corner of Columbia Estates, thence wost by 
south to tho mouth of the Paray River, left bank Tapakuma 
River, thence riorth.:.:..east to the south-east corner of the 
. Tapakuma Lake, thence: by the eastern shore of the Tapak?una 
. Lake to Red Lock water path, thence along··the Reel Lock -..,ater path 
to the point of coIT1Dencemcrit, save and except all alienated 
lands. 

' As· the Tapakuna and Reliance Lakes form part of the main 
irrigation systeb of the Tapakuna·Project, th1y should be.excluded 
from.this area, b\).t residents should haye beneficial u.se of them. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: TfJ'JJCUMA JJ-IBRINDILN SETTLEMENT - ST. DENY'S MISSION -
ES.SE QUI BO COLST 

Description of area occupied: Right and left banks of the Tapaku.ma 
River for about 7 niles fron the Tapakuma Lake shore to the Arisau 
Creek with a depth of 3 niles. 

Persons or organisations to wpon lands are alienated: Incorporated 
Trustees of the Church in tho Diocese of Guyana - Lease - 5 acres. 

Population: 320 - 47 families. 

Tribe: Arawak. 

Institutions: Church, School (J:..nglican). Long established Mission. 

Degree of coastal acculturatio�: li.dvanced English is spoken by_ both 
children and adults. 

Economy: Logging below Dawa; lunbering above Dawa; fishing, casual 
labour. 

Local Govt: Captain and 3 councillors. 

Special Features: Tapakuna project has provided new roads, increased 
fishing area, thus improving the econony of the area. A number of 
non-.l\r.1.erindi·ans have been living happily ar;J.ong Jinerindians for a 
nUDber of years. 

Title requested: Coru.iunal - vesteQ in Captain and CounciJ. 

Ti tlo recorIDended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local Authority.-

Freedoms: li.11 norr.ial freedons and pernissions enjoyed by 11.merindians. 

Area requested: "The area bounded on the north by the Supenaam River; 
on the south by the Dredge Creek (Manikuro Creek); on the east by 
the Main Canal; on the wost by the Arpiako River, 11 

Commission's recor.1r1endatioE.§_: This is an area of poor soils and swanps 
according to the_ soil survey t1ap. The Connission considers the area 
reconmended for freehold title as being necessary for tho subsistence 
needs of the residents. Following is the area recomnended:-

The area_connencing at the nouth of the Paray River, left bank 
Tapakuna River, thence north-east to the south-eastern 
corner of the Tapakuna Lake, thence along the. southern and 
western shores of the Tapakuna Lake to its north-western 
corner, thence west for approximately 5 miles, thence south 
to the source of the Kununaballi Creek, right bank Tapakuri.a 
River, thence clown the Kw:mnaballi Creek to its nouth, 

·-thence down the Tapakuma Ri vcr i;o the nouth of the Curuaturi
Creek thence ·up the Curuaturi Creek to its source,, thence
east to the source of the Paray River, thence down the Paray
River to the point of com1cnccmEmt, save and except all alienated
lands, Dawa Pumping Station, roads, Public Works etc,

�s tho Tapakuraa Lake forms part of the nain irrigation systen of the 
Tapakuna Project, it should be excluded from this area, but residents 
should have beneficial use of it. 
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DESCRIPTION Q� COMMUNITIES 

NI1ME: KAIRH1f..P - POMEROON RIVER (ST. MONICJ. MISSION) 

Description of area occupied: Extending southwards from Yawara.ni Creek, 
right bank Pomeroon River about 19 miles above Charity to Issororo 
River, left bank Pomaroon ·River including the Kairfo.ap and War aka bra 
areas for an approximate depth of 5 miles on both banks of the Pomeroon 
River •. 

Persons or organisations to whoo lands are alienate�: Incorporated 
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana. Lease - 10 acres 
and possibly area held by J. Shew for quarrying. 

Population: About 500. 

Tribe: Carib, Arawak. 

Institutions: School and Church (Anglican). School established in 1940. 

Degree of coastal acculturation:_ Advanced English is spoken by both 
children and adults. 

Economy: Logging, subsistence farming, nining and labour outside the 
area; collecting forest products for aale. 

Local Govt: Captain and five councillors. 

Special Features: Trail from Goddett's place on the .!1kawini River to 
Warakabra Creek on the Pomeroon should be developed as a potential 
additional link between the Pomeroon and ilkawini Rivers. 

Title requested: Co0r.1unal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title reconnended: Freehold vested in duly constituted �ocal Authority. 

Freedoms: 1�1 normal freedoms and permissions enjoyed by f.merindians. 

.Area requested: The following is a joint request by tho Captains of 
the "Greater North West Amerindian District." 

"Fron the source and along the left bank of the .ll.I'apiacco 
to the source of the Poneroon, thence to the source of the .ll.I'awapai, 
thence to the junction of the Arauka and Cayuni rivers and thence 
by the left bank of the Cayuni River to the Venezuelan frontier at 
the point of entry of the Cayuni into Guyana. The reservation 
should be bounded fron this point to the sea at Punta Playa by the 
Venezuelan frontier, and from Punta Playa to the mouth of the Pomeroon 
River by the Guyanese territorial limits, and froo thence by the left 
bank of tho Pomoroon and Jxapiacco rivers to the 11.I'apiacco source." 

Comnission's roconnendations: The area requested at 13 above is 
excessive and beyond the ability of the petitioners to 
develop or ad.minister. successfully. 

In recorn:iending the following area for freehold title the 
Commission has ta1-Gn into consideration the fact that this group, 
which is increasing in nw tbors and a,tvancins in con.staJ. accul ty.ration, 
is situate in a highly conpctitivc area, and would need adequate lands 
to cater for population and developoont. The following area is 
therefore reconncnded:-

/The 
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The area corm.encing at the nouth of the Yawarani Creek, right 
bank Pooeroqn Riyor, thence up the Yawaraoi Crook to its source, 
thence south and south-west along the watershed of the 
Kairioap and i\rapiako Rivers thence north along the watershed 
between the Pooeroon, Kairioap Rivers and Tui Tui Creek to 

the ooQth of the Issororo River thence north and east along 
the watershed of the Poncroon and Akawini Rivers thence south 
along tho watershed between the Natubutura and Wariwaru Creeks· 
to the point of cooncnccment • 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

NAME: KJ.J3.bKABURI MISSION (POMEROON RIVER) 

1. Description of a�ea occupied: Sixteen miles above Charity on both
banks of the Pooeroon River·extending from the mouth of the Arapia.ko
for a distance of 3 miles up ·to the Yawarami Creek, and 14 nil es up
the Arapia.ko River on both banks as far as Kaoakabra Creek.

2. Persons or organisations to whom lands are alienated: Incorporated
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana. 11.rapia.ko Creek -
10 acres.

3. 

4. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Population: About 700: 90 faoilies.

Tribe: Arawak, Carib.

Institutions: Church, School (Anglican) St. Matthias. Both
established over 100 years. Scout Troop. Forest station at mouth
of 11.rapia.ko.

Degree of coastal_acculturation: Advanced. English is spoken by
both children and adults. 

Econony: Logging� farming, mining and labour outside district also 
collection of forest products for sale. 

Local Govt: Captain and 6 councillors including two women. 

Special Featur:g,§.: Area was associated with the tiI!lber industry for 
over a century and is still making a significant contribution to this 
industry. 

Title re9.�2..ted: Comnunal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recoBnend�: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

Freedoms: .All normal freedoos and permissions enjoyed by .Amerindians. 

.Area re.quested: 11Greater North West .PJnerindian Area 11 j fully 
described at Kairimap. 

Commission's recoBDendations: The area requested at 13 above is 
excessive and beyond the ability of the petitioners to develop or· 
administer successfully. · In recomoending the following area for 
freehold title the Connission has ta.ken into consideration the fact 
that this group, which is increasing in numbers and advancing in 
coastal acculturation, is situate in a highly competitive area, and 
would need adequate lands to cater for the increasing population and 
developnent. Following is the area recommended:-

The area cor:u:iencing at the mouth of the Urasara Creek-, 1 eft 'bank 
Pomeroon River, thence up the Urasara Creek to its source, thence 
north 2 miles, thence west 3t miles, thence south by east 
between the watershed of the Natubutura and Wariwaru Creeks to 
the mouth r,-C' ,.tLe Y8warani Creek, right bank Pooeroon River, 
thence up the Yawarami Creek to· its source, thence south by'the 
watershed of the 11.rapiako and Kairimap Rivers for approxioately 
3t miles to the source of an unnamed creek, left bank Arapiako 
River, thence down the said unnamed creek to its I!louth, thence 
down the Arapiako River to its nouth, thence up the Pomeroon River 
to the point of connenceraent. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: SIRIKI (POMEROON RIVER) 

Description of area occupied: Six niles above Charity on the right 
bank Ponoroon River froo Dutchnan's Creek - up river - to Abrans' 
Creek, a distance of about 4 niles. 

:Persons or organisations to whon lands are alienatEis!_: Very· large 
nunber of plots in this area are held under Grant and/or lease both 
by Ji.Derindians and non-.Anerindians. 

Populati_QQ: 250. 

Tribe: Arawak. 

Institutions: Siriki - School.and Church (Ronan Catholic). Mission 
established around 1908. Abraos' Creek - School (Govt.), Church -
Ronan Catholic. 

6. Degree of coastal acculturation: Advanced. English is spoken by both
.children and adults.

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12 .. 

13. 

14. 

Economy:. Faming and logging along road referred to at 9 below.

Local Govt: Captain and 4 Councillors.

Special Features: 52 fanilies of Siriki and Abrans' Creek forned t.he
Siriki-Abrans' Creek f.nerindian Agric�ltural Group on 29th May, 1968.
This group is clearing 2,000 acres of brown sand lands between tho
Pooeroon and Tapakuna Rivers for faming on a cooperative basis.

A road has been cut fron Siriki to the Tapakuna River. Labou� 
was contributed alnost exclusively by people fron Siriki. 

Title requested: 

Title reconrrnnded: ( i) Individual along the river in view of. degr!;)e
of alienation. 

(ii) Conditional Grant for about 2,000 acres being
developed for farning referred to at 9 above,
and right of passage to and froo far�ing area.
Title to be vested in the Cooperative Society.

FreedoCTs: }.11 nornal froedons and peroissions enjoyed by Anertndians. 
\ 

Arca requested: 2,000 acres of farn lands now being cleared on a 
cooperative basis. 

CoIJIJission's rcconnondations: As at (ii) of 11. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: AKJ.WINI RIVER SETTLEMENT (POMEROON RIVER) 

Description of area occupied: llkawini River is on the left bank 
Poceroon River 7 miles froo its mouth. Occupation commences at the 
Pariaka River approximately 25 miles from the mouth of the llkawini 
River and extends for about 15 oiles on both banks to the·Saramap 
River. A plan of naj�r occupation is available at the Lands and 
Mines Department. 

Persons or organisations to w}]_Qm lands are alienated: Incorporated 
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana. 

Population: 325 - 32 families. 

Tribe: Predominantly Carib; Arawak and Warrau. 

5. Institutions: Government School, Anglican Church (st. Chad's)
established about 40 years ago, and Assemblies of God (Church

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

· established about 4 years ago.).

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fairly advanced. English is spoken
by both children and adults. 

EcOnony: Logging, fishing, farr:1ing, canoe naking. 

Local Govt: Captain and 5 councillors. 

Special Features: The trails to Poneroon above St. Monica already 
referred to at Kairimap (st. Monica) and to Wakapau should·be· 
developed. Becau�e of the swampy nature of the area, occupation is. 
on hills, and _farming is done on the mainland� The Akawini River 'is 
also the fishing ground for 11.CTerindians residine; in the Poneroon 
River. 

Title requested: Communal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recoiilillended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

12. Freedoms: All normal freedoms and pernissions enjoyed by Amerindians.

13, 

14. 

Area reguested:. Both banks of the Akawini River.

Com.mission's recommendations: Occupation is on hills in the swanp,
while farning�; logging and other activities are carried on on the
nainland. · T:o cater for increasing population the northern and
southe�n boundaries of the occupied areas should be extended to the
watershed between the Akawini and Poneroon Rivers and the li.kawtni
and_.Wakapau Rivers. Following is_the area reco.tJI:1ended:-

The area commencing .at the mouth of th� Pariaka River, .;ly.eft .. 
bank 1Jcawini River, left bank Poneroon River thence· so·u·th td' ' 
.the watershed . be.tween the Akawini and Poceroon Ri yers,. thence­
west along the said watershed to the source of the·Akawini 
·River, thence north-east around the source of the Akawini
. River, tll�nce east along the watershed beh;een the .:.Aka1�i-ni
Manawarin and Wakapau Rivers to the source of the Pariaka River
thence down the Pariaka River to its nouth, the poiot of
cor.unencenent.
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: WAK.b.PAU VI1Ll1GE (NORTH WEST AMERINDIJ..N DISTRICT) 

Description of area occupied: On the Wakapau River 2 I!liles fron its 
nouth on tho loft bank Poneroon River and ooro fully described in 
tho Aoerindian Village (Wakapau) Order No.92 of 1963 as fo_llows:-

"The areas conr:iencing at the nouth of the Hana Bisai Giah Crook, 
left bank 1lakapau River, and continuing thence in a westerly direction 
along the right _bank Hana Bisai Giah Creek to its source, thence in· 
a southerly direction along tho watershed between the Wakapau and 
Manawarin Rivers to tho watershod between the wak:2.pau and !Jcawinni 
Ri vors, thence along the watershed between tho Waka1)au and Akaidnni 
Rivers in an easterly direction to a point approxinately 4 niles 
south-east of tho nouth of tho Hana Eisai Giah Crook, left bank Wakapau 
River, th9nce in a north-westerly direction for about 4 niles to a 
point on tho right bank Wakapau River opposite the nouth of the 
Hana Bisai Giah Creek, thence acrqss the Wakapau River to the point 
of connencooont. 11 

Persons or organisations to whoo lands are alienate�� Incorporated 
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana. Grant No.4407 -
25 acres. 

Population: 1100 - 160 fat1ilics. 

4. Tribe: Pred9ninnntly Arawak with aclr:J.ixturos of Carib and Warrau.

5. 

6. 

Institutions: School, Church (Anglican); St. Lucian Mission
established over ioo years. Health Centre, Co-op. Shop recently
established.

Degree of coastal acculturatio.n: Advanced. English is spoken by
both phildren and adults. 

Econooy: Cash oconooy based on proceeds froo the salo of coffee, 
coconuts, ground provision and can0e-oaking, casual labour. 

s. � Govt: Captain and 6 councillors including one wooan.

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

Special Features: (i) The trail to the Akawini River should be
developed. 

(ii) Because of the swanpy nature of the area,
occupation is on hills or islands while
farntng is done on the nainla.nd.

Title roguosted: Comnunal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recor:mended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local Authority. 

Freedoms: JJ.l nornal freodons and peroissions enjoyed by J .. nerinclians. 

Area reguested: "Extension of the boundaries of the de.clared village 
to the right bank of the Manawarin River fron the source, and thence 
to.tho loft bank of tho Akc..wini River." 
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Connission's recor.mcndations: Tho area requested at 13 above includes 
a portion of the area occupied by liDerindians of the Akawini River and 
residents of St. Nicholas Mission, right bank Manawarin River. 

Occupation is concentrated in an area of grass islands in the 
swanps, while farmin�, logging and other activities are carried out 
on the nainiand. 

To cater for the increasing population, the Cof.1Ilission recornr:iends 
for freehold title the following area:-

Tho area coIJ11encing at the nouth of tho Hana Bisai Giah· 
Creek, left bank Wakapau Rirer left bank Pomeroon River, 
thence north-west to the obuth of the Manawarin River, thence up 
the Manawarin River to the Takatu Croek, thence up the Takatu 
Creek to an.unnaned tributary on its left bank, then up the 
said unnar:ied tributary to its source and that of an unnamed 
tributary on the right bank Mud Creek, thence down the said 
unnamed tributary to its oouth, thence across the Mud Creek and 
up an unnamed tributary to its source, thence west to the 
Burahara Creek, thenc.e up the Burahara Creek for approxioatel

°

y 
2 niles to an unnaoed creek on its right bank thence up the 
said unnaned creek to its source, then eastwards along the 
watershed between the JJrnwini, Manawarin and Wakapau Rivers 
to the point of comnencer.1ent. 
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DESCRIPTION QF COM:r-'fUNITIES 

.litJ:lli.: ML.Nl�Wl.RIN VILLJ,GE (NORTH WEST JJVIERINDIAN DISTRICT) 
(St. Nicholas Mission) 

1. D escription of area occupied: Situate on the Manawarin River on the
right bank Moruca River about 8 niles from the nouth. Occupation starts
about 16 niles from the mouth of the Manawarin and extends for· about

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7, 

s. 

g. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

5 niles on both banks; nost of the occupation is on islands except
in the Burahara Creek which is about 3 nilos from the Mission.

Persons or organisations to whon lands are alienated: Incorporated
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana - Pernission No.6879 -
5 acres.

Population: 250.

Tribe: Predominantly Carib.

Institutions: Church, School (1.nglican). School established in 1943.

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fair degree. English is spoken by
both children and adults. 

Economy: Canoe-making, fishing, subsistence farming, logging. 

Local Govt: Captain and councillors. 

Special Features: Trail to Wallaba on the Kunaka-Kwabanna Road. 
Provision for resottlenent on Kur:iaka-Kwabanna Road. 

Title requested: Co8nunal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recoonended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local Authority. 

Freedons: 1�1 nornal freedons and pernissions enjoyed by .l.rnerindians. 

Area reguested: No request received. 

14. Col:ll:lission's recommendations: Occupation is concentrated on islands in
the swaraps along the Manawarin River and on the banks of tho Burahara
Creek. Due to the blocking of the Manawarin River, this village is
'land locked' and needs access to the Kumaka-Kwabanna Road to participate
in its developoent. According to the land capability classifipation
map, about l/3rd of the area recomnended has good soil, the reciainder
being relatively infertile. The Cotu:iission therefore recoru;iends the
following area for freehold title.

The area coru.1encing at tho nouth of the Manawarin River, right 
bank Moruca River, thence up the M3.nawarin River to the nouth 
of the Takatu Creek thence up the Takatu Creek to an unnaned 
tributary on its left bank, thence up the said unnaned tr�butary 
to its source, and that of an unnaned tributary on the r!ght 
bank Mud Creek, thence down the said unnamed tributary to its 
mouth, thence across the Mud Creek and up an unnaned tributary 
to its source, thence west to the Burahara Crook, thence west 
along the watershed of the Burahara Creek and an unnamed 
tributary on its left bank to a source of the Saraybay Creek, 
thence down the Saraybay Creek to the Manawarin River, thence 

/down 



-165-

thence down the Manawarin River to the mouth of the Sawarinap 
Creek, thence north along the watershed between the Sawarinap 
and Er:iuthura Creeks to tho south-wost corner of the second, 
depth of Lot 210, .Kunaka Kwabanna Road, thence north-east 
along the back boundary of the second depth of Lots 210 to 
172 Kunaka-Kwabai:ina Road thence east to the source of the 
Haimarakabra River;· thence south-east and north-east alone 
the watershed of the Haioarakabra and Manawarin Rivers to .the 
point of coooenceBent • 
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DESCRIPTION QF COMMUNITIES 

�: Wi'JU.MURI VILLJ.GE (NORTH WEST 1.MERINDIAN DISTRICT) 

Description of area occupied: Situate on tho right bank Moruca River 
about 9 fliles fron its mouth, but occupation extends on both banks 
of the Haimarakabra River and its tributaries - west - and on to 
Para Creek, right bank Moruca River - north. 

Persons or organisations to whoo lands are alienat�_g,: Incorporated 
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana. On the Waramuri 
Hill. 121.9 acres. 

Population: Approximately 1200. 

Tribe: Warrau. 

Institutions: Church and school (1:._nelican - for over 100 years). 
Vicarage about 8 years . Co-op. shop - about 3 years. CorJBunity 
Centre and Health Clinic at Bacassa. Clinic is staffed by resident 
nurse fron the district. 

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fairly advanced. English is spoken 
by both children and adults. 

Economy: Loggine, labour, subsistence faming, coffee, copra, 
fishing, corial naking. 

Local Govt: Captain and 6 councillors, including 3 women. Vestry 
controls Mission area. 

Special Features: Entire village of Waramuri is situate on land 
alienated to tho Church. The trail fron Waranuri to J.cquero should be 
developed to avoid the narrow confines of the Moruca River. 

Title reguested: Coru:Junal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recor.u:iended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local Authority. 

Froedons: All nornal freedoms and pernissions enjoyed by JJ:J.erindians. 

Area requested: "The area conmencing at Para, R.B. Moruca River, 
thence to the junction of the Moruca and Haiuarakabra Rivers, along 
both banks of the Haimarakabra River to a point called Moyuba about 
7 niles up, thence to the source of the Haimarakabra River, thence 
along the Kumaka-Kwabanna Road from Lots 117 to 171, thence to 
the point of comnencenent at Para." 

Coomission's recommendations: The area requested at 13 above includes 
part of the area occupied by the people of Santa Rosa. Occupation is 
concentrated on islands in the swanp and along the banks of Hatnarakabra 
River and its tributaries. Though not land locked like Manawarin 
this area also needs access to the Kumaka-Kwabanna Road to participate 
in its devolopaent. The Com1ission reconmends the following area for 
freehold title. About l/3rd of this area has good soil, the ronainder 
being relatively infertile - Land Capability Classification Map refers. 

/The 
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The area connencing at the south-east corner of the second 
depth Lot 118, Kunaka-Kwabanna Road, thence east to Kaba�oro 
Creek, thence north-east to the source of the Para Creek, 
thence down the Para Creek to its �outh, right bank Moruca 
River, thence down the Maruca. River to the nouth of th0 
Ma.nawarin River, thence south-west and north-west along the 
w�tershed between the Manawarin and Haimaraka.bra. Rivers to the 
south-western corner of the second depth Lot 172 Kunaka-Kwabanna 
Road, thence north-east along the back boundary of the second 
depth Lots to the starting point. 
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J?ES.Q.�lPTION QF COMMUNITIES 

�: Sii..NT .t.. :-{j.S.' .. 1..REI. .... ( MGI,G1G. - NORTH WEST l'JfilRINDILN DISTRICT) 

1. Descripti.Q.!LQ.[__a�ea occu.pieg._� Situate on tho left bank Moru.ka River
about 19 miles froIJ its r:iouth whore it joins· the L.tlantic Ocean.
Occupation is concentrated on :i .. slands in the swanps and on the
mainland. The b0tmdarj_cs cf the area are noro fully described in the
Santa Rosa l1nerir.0l:i..a:.1 a::-::::l (1\f.lendoent) Order No.98 of 1963 as follows:-

2. 

3. 

4. 

"The Ju-oa situ.ate 1:i thi .. n the North West .Arwrinc1ian District as 
defined by the l:.nerindio.n. Districts Order, 1953 (No.59 of 1953), 
COITutlencing at tho oouth of tho Caynan_or Wainibaru.ka Creek, left bank 
Moru.ka River and cxtonding,thcnce in a south-westerly direction in a 
straight line to tho nouth of tho Cabura Creek, left bank Haioarakabra 
Crook, right bank Koruka River; thence upwards along the left bank 
of the Hainarakabra Crook to the nouth of tho Barakara Creek; thence 
upwards alone tho loft bank of tho Barakara Creek to its source; 
thonco in a north eastGrly direction by a straight lino to the south­
western corner of Lot 88,KUIJal�a-Quebanna Road, as shown on a Plan by 
F.O.H.R. Pollard, Governnent Surveyor, dated 28th February, 1958, 
recorded in tho Departnont of Lands and Mines as Plan No.8277; 
thence along the western boundaries of Lots 88 and 87 and beyond in 
a straight lino to the left bank Haimaruni Creek; thence downwards along 
tho left bank of tho Hainaruni Creek to its oouth at the right bank 
Biara River, thence downwarns alone the right bank of the Biara River 
to the nouth of tho Bara-Bara Cr0ek, thence froo the oouth of tho 
Bara-Bara Creek, in an easterly direction by a straight line to the 
source of the Cayr:·,nn or Wainibaruka Creek; thence downwards alone the 
loft bank of tho Caynan or Wainibaruka Creek back to tho point of 
comnencer:ient." 

Persons or o:rgani se.tions. �ho1:1 lands are alienated,: Ronan Cl:l,tholic 
Bishop - 25 acres� Absolute Grant No.1301. 

Populatio12: App!'O�·�:!.natoly 3,000, 

Tri_g.Q_: Predoninant:!.y li:cawak, Warrau. 

5. Institutions: Church and School, Convent, Hostel, Comnunity Centre,
Market, Coop. Shop r District Administration Office, Cotta.go Hospital,
Governnent Rost Shel to!', Post Office, Dispensary, f,gricul tural Station.
Mission estabJ.:.shod in 1840�

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

. 

Degree of £9..�.S:.S}l.l turatioi;i: .l\.d7· ,.'"'.cod. English is spoken by both
children and adults. 

Economy: l\gricuJ. turo, labour in and out of the area, Bining outside 
the area. 

Local Govt: Captain and 7 councillors. 

Special Features: Weekly transport and nail services to connect with 
Poneroon River service. 1..irstrip being built by self-help to 
accor.u::iodate planes of the Guyana J..irways Corp. h resident 1,.gricultural 
Assistant. Governnont of Canada and OXFli.M supplied Agricultural 
Advisers to e.dV:!., r :nc,:;_ .:..'1(

1.iens se-ttloc. along the Ktmak:a-Kwabanna Road. 

Title requested: Coi:rr:lunal - vested in Captain and Council. 

/Title recorm.cnded: 
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Title recomnended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

Freedons: All normal freedons and permissions enjoyed by Amerindians. 

Area requested: "Greater North West J.nerindian District." See 
Kairinap (St. Monica) for description. 

CoI!ll:lission's recomoendations: The area requested at 13 above is ·

excessive and beyond· the ability of the petitioners to develop and 
administer successfully. 

Occupation is concentrated on islands in the swa.l!lps which are 
now overcrowded.. In view of the large population,residents have · 
had to spread out to the Kumaka nainland along the Kunaka-Kwabanna 
Road for faroing and other activities. The Cocmission thereforp 
recomnends the following area for freehold title. About half of 
this area has good soil. 

(i) The area cor:inencing at the :riouth of the Para Creek, right
bank Maruca River, .. thence up the Para Creek to its source,.
thence south-west fo Kabaroro Creek, thence west to the south­
eastern corner of the second depth of Lot 116, Kur1aka-Kwabanna
Road, thence by the reserve between Lots 114 and 116, Kumaka­
Kwabanna Road to the north-western corner of ·the second depth ·
of Lot 115, Kunaka-Kwabanna Road, thence south-west by the

.
back

boundary of the• second depths of lots 115 to 213 Kumaka-Kwabanha.'
Road to the right bank Hainaruni Creek; thence down the
Hair:iaruni Creek to its nouth, right bank Biara River., thence
down the Biara River to the mouth of the Bara-Bara River,
thence east to the source of the Caynan River, thence down
the Cayr:ian River to .. its oouth, left bank Moruca River, thence
down the Mor.uca River to the point of cot1r1encooent.

(ii) Area as described save and except firs.t and second depths of
lots along KUI!laka-Kwabanna Road,
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DESCRIPTION OF COJ.','!MUNITIES 

�: ASAf{ATA SETTLEMENT - NORTH WEST DISTRICT 

Description of area occupied: Situate about 3 niles on the left ban],<: 
Asakata River, left bank Bia.ra River, left bank Baraoani River� ·right 
bank Waini River. 

Persons or or anisations to whon lands are alienated: Roman ,Catholic 
Bishop - Provisional Lease No.871 55 for 12 acres. 

Population: 55 - 8 faruilies. 

Tribe: Arawak. 

Institutions: Church and School (Ronan Catholic). Mission established 
in 1938. 

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fair degree. 

Econony: Subsistence agriculture 1 logging. 

Local Govt: Captain only. 

Special Features: Isolated CoDDunity. 

Ti tlc requested: Coonunal, vested in Captain and Council .• 

Title recomoended: Freehold vested in a duly constituted local 
Authority. 

Freedons :. All normal freedoras and peroissions enjoyed by Amerindians. 

firea reguested: "An area of about 5 sq. oiles, 3 niles from the nouth 
of the J.i.ssakata River." 

Commission's recommendations: The area recoonended is in excess of 
their present occupation or the area requested, In view of the 
swanpy nature of the terrain, the Conoission considers the following 
area necessary for their subsistence and development. 

The area coooencinc at the mouth of Asakata River, left bapk 
Biara River, left bank Bara£.1ani River, right bank Waini 
River, thence up the Asakata River to its source, thence 
north-west to the source of the Marawaka Creek, left bank 
Baramani River, thence down the Marawaka Creek to its ooutf, 
thence up the Baranani and Biara Rivers to the point of 
coinI!lonc erae n t • 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: KWABANNA VILLAGE - Wli.INI RIVER (NORTH WEST JJ'-1:ERINDiliN DISTRICT) 

Description of area occupied: Situate on the right bank Waini River 
16 miles above the Baran.a River. Occupation connences. at. a point. 
17 miles fron Kumaka along the Kumaka-Kwabanna Road to Kwabanna 
Landing, thence down the right bank Waini River to Kuiarau River, a 
distance of 5 niles, thence along the Kuiarau River to the point of 
connencement. 

Persons or organisations to whom lands are alienate1: Incorporated 
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana - Pernission No.3122 -
10 acres. 

Population: 300 - 58 families. 

Tribe: Predominantly Akawaio. 

Institutions: Church and School - St. Agatha's (Anglic8Jl). 

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fairly advanced. English is spoken 
by both children and adults. 

Econoray: Farning·and logging, fishing� 

Local Govt: Captain and 5 councillors. 

Special Features: On account of transport facilities, area. has 
improved considerably •. The torninus of M.V. 'f,rekuna 1

, an auxiliary
cargo boat catering for Moruca and Waini River transporting produco 
to Kumaka-.Aruka River. 

Title re guested: Connunal ,- vested in Captain and Counc�l � .

Title reconmended: Freehol.d vested in duly elected Local Autho.ri ty.. 

Freedor.is: All nornal freedoms and peroissions enjoyed by lU:1erindians,. 

Area requested: "The area corunencing from the Kwabanna Landing thence 
down the right bank Waini River to the Kuiarau Creek, right b�nk 
Waini,.then?e along the right bank Kuiarau Cree� tQ a point at 
17 miles along the Kumaka-Kwabnnna Road, thence across the road to a 
depth of 20 miles south." 

Connission' s rcconnendE3:tions: The residents cannot" beneficially occupy 
and .administer such a large area. Having regard to their econooy, 
the Coomission recoLliilends for freehold title, the following ·area which 
wou1d cater for their future requirenents:-

The area cor:mencing froo the Kwabanna Landing, right bank Waini 
River thence down the Waini River to the nouth of the Kui(!.l'au 

· River thence up the Kuin;-au River to its source, thence to the
north-eastern corner of t�e .second depth of Lot. ·321, Kumaka­
Kwabanna Road thence south through the reserve between Lots 321 and
319 and Lots 320 and 322 to the south-western corner of the second
depth of Lot 320 Kumaka-Kwabanna Road thence south to the source
of an unna.ned tributary, left bank Manawarin River thence down
the said unnamed tributary to its mouth, thence up the Manawarin
River to its source, thence west to the source of the Inaitaru
River, thence down the Inaitaru River to its mouth, right bank
Waini River, thence down the Waini River to the point of connoncone:nt.
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: LITTLE KANif...BJJ,LI TO SMALL TROOLIE CREEK JJIBA (WJ-;.INI RIVER) 
NORTH WEST DISTRICT 

Description of area occupied: Occupation is between the Little 
Kaniaballi Creek about 3 miles below the Barana Mouth, right bank 
Waini River and Snall Troolie Creeks, approximately the sane distance 
above the Barar:ia Mouth, right bank Waini River, tho greatest 
concentration being between Little and Big Kaniaballi Crooks. 
Isolated faoilies occupy Labba, ·Dregga and. Snall Troolio Creek$. 

Persons or organisations to who.!Q. lands are alienat�: Roman Catholic 
Bishop - Grant 26.286 acres: Santa Cruz Mission - Hill at Barama. 
Mouth - Anita Broscinio - 10 acres. Big Kaniaballi Creek. 

Population: 250 - 52 fanilies. 

Tribe·: Predoninantly Arawak. 

Institutions:· Church, School (Roman.Catholic). Mission established 
in 1891. Forest station. 

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fair deeree. English is spok�n by 
both children and adults. 

Economy: LogGing, agriculture. 

Local Govt: Chosen ieader and 2 councillors. 

Special Features: Saw Mill at Baraoa Mouth was in operation for about 
40 years, and plays an important part in the economy of t.he ar�. 

Title requested: Cooraunal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recommended: Freehold vested in a duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

Freedoms: All normal freedoms and permissions enjoyed by /.nerindiansf

13. Area reguested: 11From Little Kaniaballi Creek, R.B. Waini River to
Kuiarau Creek, R.B. Waini River a distanc.e of about 15 miles· with a
depth of 15 miles".

14, Comnission's recoI:J.mendations: The residents cannot bem,f;icially occupy 
' and administer such a large area·, most of which is swamp.. The Poru:aission 

considers that the area reconmendecl for freehold title woi.ild be 
sufficient to satisfy their needs and for future developocnt, 

The area commencing from the mouth of the Kumaruwa River right bank 
Waini River, thence up the Kunaruwa River to its source thence 
south to the source of an unnar:ied Creek, right bankWaini River 
thence down the said unnanod creek to its mouth, thence down the 
Waini River to the point of coCJ.t1encenentr
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: WJ..ROPOKO-ALJ:JCA, MOREBO MISSION (WAINI RIVER) - N. W. DISTRICT 

Description of area occupied: Waropoko settlement is situate.on the 
right bank Waropoko Creek, about 4 miles above the mouth of the 
Baramani River, right bank Waini River. This is the area of 
concentrated population. In addition Waropoko is connected to Alaka 
which is a branch of the left bank Morebo River by a road sone 3 or 
4 miles in length. 

Persons or organisations to v,Lhom lands are alienate�: Incorporated 
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana. Grant No.5025 - -25 acres 
at Waropoko. 

Population: About 250 - 38 families - Waropoko 
Alaka 
Morebo 

Tribe: Warrau. 

Institutions: Church and school (Anglican). 

27 

7 

4 

Deeree of coastal acculturation: Fair degree. English is .spoken by 
both c_hildren and adults. 

Economy: Logging and subsistence fart1ing. 

Local Govt: Captain and 4 councillors including 1 wonan councillor. 

Special Features: This settlement is centuries old. Interesting 
natural features including shell nounds, stone tool tianufacturing­
area presumed to be pre-Warrau. 

Title requested: Con::munal - vested in Captain and Council. 

. ' 

Title recommended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local. 
Authori t'y. 

Freedoms: Ji.11 normal freedoms and pernissions _enjoyed by ll!llerindians. 

Area requested: ".fin area of 20 square miles." 

Commission's recommendations: The Commission found it difficult to 
reconcile the'stated area occupied and requested, The area recoonended, 
however, would meet the needs of this community for sone time to 
come:-

The area conmencing at the mouth of the Morebo River, left bank 
Waini River, thence down the Waini River to a point opposite 
the mouth of Barukabaru Creek, thence north by west for 
approxinately 3f miles, thence west for 5 miles to the Sabaina 
River, thence down the Sabaina River to the Morebo River, thence 
down the Morebo River to the point of conmenccment4 
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DESCRIPTION 0� COMMUNITIES 

NAME: W.AIKREBI (BM.AMA RIVER) - NORTH WEST DISTRICT 
-

Description of area occupied: Situate on the Waikrebi Creak, a 
tributary of the right bank Baraoa River about 16 niles froo its mouth. 
Occupation concentrated on elevated land about 3 miles from mouth of 
creek. 

Persons or organisations to '1..hom lands are alienate�: Incorporated 
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana. 

Population: 100. 

Tribe: Carib. 

Institutions: Church and School (Anglican). St. Bede's Mission. 

Degree of coastal accul tu:rati_on: Fair degree. English is spoken 
by both children and adults. 

Economy: Loggins, subsistence agriculture. 

Local Govt: Ca�tain and 5 councillors, including one wonan •. 

9. Special Features: A relatively isolated settlement; trail from
Mission to mouth of Creek which serves as an alternative passage to
the Crook.

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Title requested: Cor:u:iunal - vested in Captain and Council.

Title recoI:lI'.lended: Freehold vested in duly constituted ·1ocal ·
Authority. 

Freedoms: All normal freedoms and permissions enjoyed by lil'lerindians. 

Area requested: "An area of 5t nil es alone the creek and 3 miles 
inland, using their present occupation as the nucleus." 

Commission's rocoomendations: The area recommended by the CQIJ!ilission 
for freehold title is larger than the area requested, but is considered 
necessary for the�r needs and future development. Following is the 
area recoramendod:-

The area. conr:iencing at the mouth of the Apini Creek, .. -right bank 
Barama River, left bank Waini River, thence up the Apini Creek 
to its source, thence along the watershed between the Waikrebi, 
Anamu and Kurapaln Rivers to the source of an unnamed creek 
right bank Barama River, thence down the said unnamed creek to 
its oouth, thence down the Barama River to.the point of 
commencement • 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

6. 

s. 

9. 

10. 

· 11,

12. 

-175-

DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES. 

!hl:fil: KOKERITE - BARA.MA RIVER - (NORTH WEST DISTRICT) 
(St. Columba's Mission) 

Description of area occupiec:1,: Situate o.n left bank Barama Ri vor 
56 miles from its oouth. Occupation is on both banks o� the Barama 
River including Wyanamu and f.ranka areas. 

Persons or organisations to whom lands are alienated: Incorporated 
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana. Permission 7115 -
10 acres. 

Population: 

Tribe: Carib. 

202 - 59 fa.t!lilies 40 at Wyananu 
12 at Kokerite 

7 at Aranka 

Institutions: Church and School (Anglican). -

Degree of coastal acculturatio.,!1: Fair degree. Residents spoke and 
understood English. 

EconoCTy: Logging, subsistence farming, labour. 

Local Govt: Captain and councillors. 

Special Features: Isolated group. A centre for widely distributed 
communities. 

Title requested: Conraunal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recommended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

Freedoms: l�l normal freedoms and pernissions enjoyed by lu:nerindians-

13. Area requested: 11 Fron Kuraakandi Creek L.B. Barama River -'- 45 miles 
from the Mouth to Pow:is Landing - about 4 days paddling frora Kokerite." 

14. Cornr.i.ission's reconnendations: The area requested at 13 above is
excessive and beyond the ability of the petitioners to develop or
administer successfully.. The area reconnended for freehold title has
good agricultural potential, but is hindered by lack of communication.
The presence of a school and other developments should attract the
scattered faoilies in the Barama River to this settlenent, Following
is the area recomnended:

The area com.�encing at the mouth of the Maikuru Creek, left bank 
BaraL1a Riv�r, left bank Waini River thence up th.e Maikuru Creek 
to its source, thence west for lf miles to the sburce of an 
unnamed tributary left bank P·arapimw. River, thence down the 
said unnamed tributary to its aouth, thence down the Parapimai 
River to its mouth, left bank Barama River, thence down the 
Barama River to the point of commencement. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: CHINES'=: LANDING (B.f'.R.1',MA RIVER) NORTH WEST DISTRICT 

Description of area occupied: Situate on the left bank Bara.IJa River 
about 2t r:riles below Huri Creek which is about 36 niles from the 
mouth of the Baraoa River. Occupation is on high lands about t oile 
froo the river. 

Persons or organisations to "ifhpo lands are alienatfil1.: Incorporated 
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana. 

Population: 

Tribe: Carib. 

74. 

Institutions: Church (hnglican). Established for about 12 years. 

Degree of coastal acculturation: 
by both children and adults. 

Fair degree. English is spoken 

Economy: Logging, labour, subsistence agriculture. 

Local Govt: Captain - an accepted leader. 

Special Features: Trail to Koriabo (Barioa River). Residents 
constitute the remnant of a once flourishing gold-mining area. 

Title reguested: No request received. 

Title recoonended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

Freedoms: All noro.al freedoos and peroissions enjoyed by .Araeri_ndi<;1,ns. 

Area requested: No request received. 

Coooission's recoL1I!lendations: The Commission recomnends that residents 
be awarded the area on which they are settled with convenient land.for 
expansion between the Ite and Huri Creeks. This area would satisfy 
their subsistence needs for sone time to come. Following is the 
area recor:mended:-

The area commencing at Ite Landing, left bank Bara.r'.la River 
left bank Waini River, thence west and south-west along the 
watershed between Anaturi River and Huri Creek to the source 

_of the Huri Creek, thence down the Huri Creek to its mouth, 
left bank Barama River, thence down the Bara.ma River to the 
point of connencement. 

This area encloses the Tasawinni Mine wnich was worked 
between 1900 and 1914. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

l!fil'1.fil: CHINES'.' LANDING (BAR.AMA RIVER) NORTH WEST DISTRICT 

Description of area occupied: Situate on the left bank Barama River 
about 2t r;iiles below Huri Creek which is about 36 11iles from the 
mouth of the Barana River. Occupation is on high lands about t r;iile 
fron the river. 

Persons or Ol"ganisations to- whoo lands are alienatfill: Incorporated 
Trustees of the Chur�h in the Diocese of Guyana. 

Population: 

Tribe: Carib. 

74. 

Institutions: Church (hnglican). Established for about 12 years. 

Degree of coastal acculturation: 
by both children and adults. 

Fair degree. English is spoken 

Economy: Logging,·labour, subsistence agriculture. 

Loe.al Govt: Captain - an accepted leader. 

Special Features: Trail to Koriabo (Barioa River). Residents 
constitute the remnant of a once flourishing gold-raining area. 

Ti tlo regue§.:!;_ecl.: No request received. 

Title recor:tr.1ended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local 
.Authority. 

Freedoms:· All noroal freedoos and peroissions enjoyed by Ju:rrerindians. 

.A:rea requested: No request received. 

Corru:iission' s recoL1I:1endations: The Commission recomnends· that residents 
be awarded the area on which they are settled with convenient land for 
expansion between the Ite and Huri Creeks. This area would satisfy 
their subsistence needs for sone :time to come. Following is the 
area recor:ioended:-

The area conmencing at Ite Landing, left bank Bara.ma River· 
left bank Waini River, thence west and south-west along the 
watershed between Anaturi River.and Huri Creek to the source 

.of the Huri Creek, thence dowfr,the Huri Creek to its mouth, 
left bank Barama River, thence down the Barama River to the 
po.int of. commencement. 

This area encloses the Tasawinni Mine which was worked 
between 1900 and 1914. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUN1TIES 

�: MAB.LiRUMA HILL (JUNGLE) (NORTH WEST DISTRI_CT) 

Description of area occupied: Situate on the right bank Mabaruma · 
Creek, left bank Aruka River, North West District, about 2 miles by 
Public Road froo Mabaruma Governnent Conpound. The area is ftµ.ly 
occupied. 

Persons or organisations to whou lands are aliena�: Considerable 
part of western end alienated and developed as thriving citrus 
orchards. 

Population: Approxinately 150. 

4. Tribe: .Lirawak.

5. 

6. 

8. 

9. 

to. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14, 

Institutions: Catered for by Roman Catholic and Anglican Churches
and Roman Catholic School at Mabaruna and by Governneni; agencies.
Government Secondary School recently established at Mabaruma.

Degree of coastal acculturation: 
both children and adults.

Advanced. English is spoken by·

Economy: Labour on both Goverm1ent and private enterprises.

Local Govt: Captain and 4 councillors including two women.

Special Features: About, 22 fanilies occupy lands owned by Chan-A-Sues
sooe of whoo claim they are paying an annual rental of $1.00. No
roon for expansion. Self-help road built frora heart of the .. Jµngle
to Public Road thus making access to the Governnent agencies at
Mabaruna easier.

Title requested: Cornr.1unal - vested in Captain and Council.

Title recommended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local Authority.

Freedoos: .All normal freedoms and permissions enjoyed by .llr::lerindians.

fi:rea requested: Consideration for those on alienated lands.

Commission's recoooendations: In the case of those settled on lands
already alienated the Cor�1ission recoL1I:1ends that they be given
allotments in the Wauna/White Creek area as they elect or as are
available, in keeping with its general recoonendations that
Amerindians occupying private lands on which they were resident or
settled at the time of independence be granted allotments on convenient
Crown Land areas. The Cornnission also recommends that a convenient
portion of the swanp lands surrounding the hill should be reserved
for future agricultural expansion.
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIE S 

�: BiillABINA, KOBARIMli. AND Kil.IRIE HILLS (NORTH WEST DIST�ICT) 

Description of area occupied: Situat.e on the l.eft bank Aruka· �iver, 
left bank Barima River, North West District about 1t wiles froo the 
Government Coopound at Mabaruraa. Barabina and Kobarioa which are 
fully occupied are easily identifiable, separated as they are by 
swa.t1ps. Kairie, a smaLj.. hill lying between.these tw0 hills-is. at 
present unoccupied but is regarded by residents of Barabina and 
Kobarina Hills as capable of beneficial occupation. 

Persons or organisations to whom lands are alienated: At Barabina· -
Incorporated Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana. 

Population: 580. 

Tribe: Warrau, Arawak, Carib. 

Institutions: Church and School (Anglican) at Barabina. 

Degree of coastal acculturati,,Q]l: Fairly advanced. English is spoken 
by both.children and adults. 

Economy: Agriculture, labour on both eovernment and private 
enterprises. 

Local Govt: Captain and 3 councillors. 

Special Features: Hill farming at present but residents contemplate 
using swamp lands. 

Title requested: Comnunal vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recorn.mended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Locai-Autho'rity. 

Freedoms: All noroal frcedoras and permissions enjoyed by Amerindians. 

f+rea requested:. "The area enbracing Barabina Kobarina and Kairie 
Hills as well as the unalienated swamp lands hetween these hills." 

14. Comnission's recomnendations: The Cornnission supports the· re4uest and
.recommends that a convenient portion of the swaop lands surrounding
these hills should be reserved for future agricultural expansion.
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DESCRIPTION· OF COMMUNITIES· 

�: TOBAGO LND W.AUN/� HILLS (NORTH WES'i' DISTRICT) 

Description of area occupied: On right bank Wanaina Cre�k;· left bank 
Koriabo River, left bank !..ruka River in the North West District. 
Wauna Hill is used as a faming area by the people of Tobago Hill. 

Persons or organisations to whon lands arc alienat�d: 

Population: 14 families - 70. 

Tribe: Warrau. 

Institutions: Catered for by Roman Catholic Church and school at 
Hosororo, also Government f,.gricultural station at Hosororo. 

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fairly advanced. English is spoken 
by both children and adults. 

Economy: Faming, labour. 

Local Govt: Now in its fornative ·stage. There is a captain who is 
accepted by residents, though not officially elected. 

Special Features: 

Title reguested: Corrwnuial vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recor:urrended: Freehold vested in a duly constituted '.Local 
Authority. 

Free·doms: All normal freodoos and pernissions enjoyed by· Aberlndians� 

Area requested: "An area of 300 acres of land be surveyed in Block 
allocated to us for our residential and farl!ling uses." 

Cor:u!lission's roconmendations: The Commission has been unable to 
identify the 300 acres referred to at 13 above. It rElcoltlL1eil.d� for 
freehold title the area embracing Tobago and Wauna Hills as well 
as the unalienated swamp lands between these hills which is cqnsider.ed 
adequate for their needs. The Coinrilission also recorimends-that .. a 
convenient portion of the swanp lands surrounding these hills should 
be reserved for future agricultural expansion. 
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DESCRIP-TION .QF COMMUNITIES ·

�: BUNBURY HILL (NORTH WEST DISTRICT) 

Description of area occupi_gg.: Situate on Wanaina Creek, left bank 
Koriabo, left bank Aruka, left bank Barima, North West District 
adjoining the nain lands. 

Persons or organisations to whoa lands are alienat.ed: Nil. 

Population: 29 families - 210. 

Tribe: Warrau, Arawak. 

5. Institutions: Served by Hosororo Mission, Church and School
· (Ronan Catholic).

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Degree· of Coastal Accul tu.ration: Fairly advanced.

Economy: Farming, labour. 

Local Govt: Now in its forr:iative stage but there is a Captain who. 
is accepted. 

Special Features: 112 acres Hill Land and a similar acreage of 
swamp lands under cultivation. 

Title requested: Comr;iunal, vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recomnended: Freehold, vested in duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

Freedoms: Jill normal freedoms and permissions enjoyed by Junerindians. 

Area requested: "1000 acres at Sibatoro Hill be given to the 
community". 

Conmission's recomnendations: The Con.mission supports the re�uest and 
recoIJI.:1ends Bunbury and Sibatoro Hills as well as a convenient ·portion 
of tLe swarap lands surrounding these hills should be reserved for 
future agricultural expansion. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: WJ�UNi./WHITE CREEK AREA ( NORTH WEST DISTRICT) 

Description of nrea occupi�: Situate on both banks of White Cree�, 
right bank Wauna Creek, left bank Koriabo River, left bank Il.ru.l{a 
River about 8 miles by road fron Mabaruma. 

Persons or organisations to whoo lands are alienat�j_: Nil. 

Population: 400. 

Tribe: Warrau, Arawak. 

Institutions: In proxioity to Wauna Land Developoent. School and 
Church (Roman Catholic - St. Theresa Gunzaga) - li.kawabi Creek. 

Degree of coastal accul turatJ..9__u: Fairly advanced. Residents 
spoke and understood English. 

Econon..:l:: Faroing and labour. 

Local Govt: Captain and councillors. 

Special Fe.atures: Not within the Wauna Land Developuent Scheme, b_ut 
should benefit from its close p�oximity. Adequate lands available. 

10. Title requested: Coonunal - vested in Captain and Council.

11. ·Title recomfilended: Individual.

12. 

13. 

14. 

Freedor:is: JJ.l nornal freedons and peroissions enjoyed by i'.merindians.

Lrea reguested: "Present occupation plus an averaeo of 30 acres at
White Creek for 98 oeobers totalling 3,000 acres."

Connission's recoonendations: The Cor.JDission considers the request
reasonable and supports it. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: .ARUAU RIVER (NORTH WEST DISTRICT)(Sacred Heart Mission) 

Description of area occt!I:,ie..9:.: Situate on left bank 11.ruka River, 
about 22 miles from the mouth; occupation is on the Urukaikuru and 
Wanakai Rivers, tributaries of the Aruau River. 

Persons or organisations to w,hQm_ lands are alienat�.: Roman 
Catholic Bishop - Lease No.A5394 - 5.265 acres. A nlli'lber of leases 
in this area. 

Population: Mixed population of about 250, about 25% of whoo were 
non-Amerindian. 

Tribe: Warrau, .Arawak, Carib. 

5. Institution&: School and Church - Ronan Catholic (Sacred Heart).· 
Mission established in 1947. 

6. 

7. 

Degree of coastal acculturati.Q.Q: • Fairly advanced. English is spoken 
by both children and adults. 

Economy: .Agric4lture - mainly subsistence; labour. 

8. Local Govt: Nil.

9. Special Features: Cornnission gained the impression that residents
lacked cohesion ahd: were palpably individualistic in their outlook.

10. · Title requested: Individual ..

11. Title recomraended: Individual.
• l 

··

12. 

13. 

14. 

' '• I 

Freedoms: .AJ,.l_, normal freedons and perraissions enjoyed by Ju:ier�ndi�ns.' · ..

Area requested:

CJmoission's reco:r:JIJendations:
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

NAME: HOTlJCWJJ - JJWKJ. RIVER (NORTH WEST DISTRICT) 
(st. Catherine's Mission) 

Description of area occupied: Situate on left bank .Aruka, about 23 
r.iiles fror.i its raouth. Jccupation is on both banks of the Aruka 
River extending about 300 rods above and about 200 ro'ds below the 
Mission with a depth of 30 rods on the left bank and about 100 rods 
on the right bank. 

Persons or organisations t�m l�nds are alienat.£Q._: 

(i) Incorporated Trustees of the Church in tho Diocese of Guyana.
Perr.iission No.1952.4 10 acres.

(ii) Several leases.

Population: 150 - 21 fanilies. 

Tribe: Warrau. 

Institutions: School and Church (Anglican). 

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fairly advanced. English is spoken 
by both children and adults. 

Econooy: 1..griculture, logging. 

Local Govt: Captain and 2 councillors. 

Special Features: There is on the right bank Aruka the Equitable Thrift 
and Credit Society whose meobers seen to be Amerindians and non­
.Amerindians. This organisation has a lease of 9.449 acres.· 

Title requested: Communal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recoLll:lended: Freehold - vested in duly constituted Local 
1,.uthority. 

• ,.l 

Freedoms: All ncrr:ial freedoos and pernissions enjoyed by Am�rindians. 

A.rea requested: uon the North by Warakabair.ia Creek; R.B .. Arawau . 
River; on the south by Left Bank Aruka River: on the East· by Left 
Bank Barioa River; on the West by Hotaquai Creek, left bank Aruka. 
River, North West District .. " 

Comraiss�on's recommendations: The area requested at 13 above is 
excessive and residents cannot beneficially occupy or adninister it. 
The Commission considers the following area to be adequate for t�eir 
subsistence needs and for future developnent : .. : · 

The area cornnencing at the nouth of the Wanakai River, right 
bank f.ruau River, left bank Aruka River, thence up the Wanakai 
River to its source, thence east to the nouth of the Bakeirakana 
Creek, left bank Aruka River, thenbo down 1..ruka River to tho 
oouth of the 11.ruau River; thence up the h.ruau River to the 
point of comnencenent, save and except all alienated lands. 

J4.i JlI!lerindian occupation on right bank Aruka River frora 
Bakeirakana Creek to the nouth of the Aruau River should be 
l!laJe freehold. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COM!{(JNITIES 

�: HOBODIA - ARUKA RIVER (NORTH WEST DISTRICT) 

Description of area. occupied: Situate about 30 oil es up ·the Aruka · ' 
River and about 7 miles above Hotokwai. Occupation is on both banks 
of the 1.ruka River about t nile below the Mission and about l r:rile 
above the Mission with depth varying from 1600 ft. to a nile. 

Persons or organisations to wh.Q_n lands are alienated: 

(i) Ronan Catholic Bishop - Provisional Lease for 3 acres.

(ii) Several leases.

Population: 200 - 26 farailies. 

Tribe: Arawak, Warrau, Carib. 

Institutions: Church and school (Ronan Catholic). Mission 
established in 1943. 

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fairly advanced. English is spoken 
by both children and adults. 

Econon�: !igriculture, labour.

Local Govt: Captain and 4 councillors. 

Special Features: Proposal to construct a road by s0lf-help .froo 
Ho bod ia to Sobai Mission. R.B. Sebai River, L.B. Kai turaa River. 

Title requested: Cor:u::iunal vested in Captain and Council.·· 

11. Title recomoended: Freehold vested in a duly constituted Local
Authority. Mutation should be given early priority as sooe residents
prefer individual titles.

12. Freedoos :.. All normal freedons and pernissions now enjoyed by .Amerindians •
. .. .  

13. Area requested: "From the mouth of the Maboni Creek to the extreoo
source of the 1.ruka River, on both banks including all tributaries."

. ' 

14. C.oomission' s reconnendations: The area requested at 13 above. ts
.excessive and residents cannot beneficially occupy and adninister it .
. The Conr:iission considers the following area to be adequate for their
subsistence needs and for future development.

The area cor:1I:1encing at the mouth of the Bakeirakana Creek, 
left bank Aruka River, thence west for approximately 3 nilos 
to the source of the Wanakai River right bank Arau River' 
thence south and east around the headwaters of the Hataouina 
Creek and all its tributaries to the source of the Wana�na 
Creek, left bank lu-uka River, thence down the Wana.ina Cr.eek 
to its oouth, thence down the J.ruka River to the point of 
coomencet:ient, save and except all alienated lands. 

All Junerindian occupation on both banks of the Aruka River 
should be made freehold. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: KJ.MW.llTA HILL - KORIABO RIVER ( NORTH WEST DISTRICT) 

Description of area occupiQd: Situate between Wauna-Anura River and 
the Mauru River both being on left bank Koriabo River, left bank 
Aruka River. An area of swai..,p along the river frontage. 

Persons and organisations to whoo lands are alierg:i.M: Nil. 

Population: 81 .•. 

Tribe: Warrau. 

Institutions: Served by St. Mary's Rooan Catholic School and Church, 
Koriabo River. 

Degree of coastal acculturation: Advanced. Originally fron Moruca. 
Residents speak and understand English. 

Econooy: Co!':lI'lercial agriculture, labour. 

Local Govt: Captain and four councillors. 

Special Features: A few leases within the area reconmended for 
freehold title. 

Title requested: CoI:ll:lunal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title reconnended: Fre3hc: �- - vested in duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

Freedoos: 1�1 nornal freedoms and peroissions enjoyed by Ar:ierindians. 

Area requested: "An area of approximately 500 acres in the region of 
Kamwatta Hill to Mauru." 

C9rnaission 1 s recoomendations: The area rocorunended for freehold title 
is larger than that requested at 13 above. In view of tho nature of 
the terrain the Co!!l[lission feels that a larger area is necessary fbr 
their subsistence needs and future development. The following aren· is 
therefore reconnended:-

The area cor.:u:icncing at a point about 700 ft. above the oouth 
of Kamwata Creek, left bank Koriabo River, left bank Ar.µca 
River, thence west,.north �nd east around the headwaters of the 
Kaowata Creek to the Koriabo River, thence up the Koriabo River 
to the point of com.menceoent, save and except all alienated lant:s. 
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DESCRIPTION OE' COMMUNITIES 

�;REDHILL SETTLEMENT (Bi.RIMA RIVER - NORTH WEST DISTRICT) 

Description of area occupied: Situate 50 oiles above Morawhanna, 
left bank Barima River. Occupation represented as being within an 
area 6· miles along the left bank Barioa River to a depth of 
approxina tel y 3, 500 ft. 

Persons or organisations to wpoCT lands are alienated: A nw:ibe+ of 
leases in the area. 

Population: 15 fanilies - about 75. 

4. Tribe: Carib.

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

Institutions: Church and school (Anelican).

Degree of coastal acculturatiou: Fair degree.· Residents have a fair
command of English. 

Economy: Logging and subsistence farming. Aquariun fishing. 

Local Govt: Captain ( ac·cepted leader). 

9. Special ?eatures: Formerly scene of industrial activity due to

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

· presence of Saw Mill, now reooved. Once very famous ·area _both in
respect of tir.1.ber and gold, but with decline of both industries
residents are now rebuilding the area.

Title requested: Conr:iunal - vested in Captain and Council.

Title recornnended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local
Authority. 

Freedons: Jul noroal freedoms and peroissions enjoyed by Ju;ier:lndians. 

J,rea requested: J::rea occupied and described as at 1 above. 

Cor:u:nission' s recomnendations: The Coomission considers that the · 
area now occupied is adequate for their subsistence needs. 
Developoent in this area i's lirli ted, · but there appears to be better 
agricultural lands higher up the river. The following area is 
recorunended: 

The area commencing at the mouth of an unnaned creek, left 
bank Barioa River about lt miles above Mt. Everard, thence 
up the said unna.c.ed creek for 1 oile, thence north-east 
approximately 6 oiles to the source of an unnamed creek, 
le'ft bank Barioa River, thence down the said unnanod cre�k 
to its mouth, thence up the Barioa River to the point of 
comnenceoent. 



1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

1. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

-187-

DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: KORI.ABO SETTLEMENT - (BiffiIMA RIVER - NORTH WEST DISTRICT) 

Description of area occ'=!,Pied: Situate on right bank Barina about 75 
miles above Morawhanna. Occupation fron fl):outh of Koriabo River for 
about 6 miles downstrean, including the Koriabo savannah. 

Persons or organisations to whon lanrl,s are alienat�cd: Incorporated 
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana. Lease No.A75l7 
for 10 acres. 

Population: About 130. 

Tribe: Carib. 

Institutions: Church and School (i..nglican). 

Degree of coastal acculturatj,,,QE: Fair degree. Residents have a 
fair· cor:i.oand of .English 

Econony: Logging, agriculture, aquariun fishing. 

Local Govt: Captain and 3 councillors. 

Special Features: Soil survey maps indicate good soil. Good loegine 
potential. Distance and poor co;.munication prejudicial . to cconony. 
Trail connecting Chinese Lancting on Bara11a River. 

Title requested: Conmunal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title rocoEl.filended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local · 
Ji.uthori ty. 

Freedons: All norr:ial freedoms and per�issions enjoyed by Jtrlerindians. 

lJ'ea requested: "From Black Water Creek to Manari Creek on .. the 
Barima River including the Koriabo savannahs." 

Connission' s recoonendations :_ The Connission considers that tho 
area requested is adequate for their subsist�nce needs and future 
devol9pment and supports the request. Following is the area 
reconnended:-. 

The area conoencing at the mouth of tho Black Water Creek 
right bank Barioa River, thence up the Black Water Creek to 
its source, thence along the watershed of t1E Koriabo River 
�o the sotµ"ce of an unnaned tributary dn the right bank of the 
Manari River thence down the said unnamed tributary to its 
nouth, thence down the Manari River and the Manari-Barin�, 
Itabu, to the Barina River, thence down the Barina River to 
the point of comnencenent. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: SEBAI - Kil.ITUML. RIVER -(NORTH WEST DISTRICT) 
(st. Benedict Mission) 

Description of area occupi.fill..: Mission is situate about 8 CTiles 
on right bank Sebai River, a tributary of the Kaituma River, 
33 niles from its mouth. Occupation is on the Mission, but faros 
are about 1 nile away from homesteads. 

Persons or organisations to �h,oo lands are alienated: Incorporated 
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana. Perriission No.18232 -
10 acres.· 

Population: 160 - 33 fanilies. 

Tribe: Pre.d:minantly Warrau with Arawak, Carib and ilkawaio. 

Institutions: Church and School (Anelican). 

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fair deeree. Residents spe� and 
understand English. 

Economy: Agriculture, labour. 

Local Govt: Captain and 3 councillors. 

Special Features: 
to Port Kaitur;ia. 

Title requested: 

Title reconmended: 

A trail fron Sebai to the road traces fron Wauna 
Sebai Producers Coop. Society reeistered in 1961. 

Cor;u:iunal - vested in Captain and Council: ... 

Freehold vested in duly-constituted Loe� Auth9rity. 

Freedoos: All normal frccdons and permissions enjoyed by Ar:ierindians. 

.Area re9ues�: "An area of approxioately 1000 acres of land alone 
the proposed road fron Wauna to Port Kaitur:ia." 

Cor::unission's recomr1endations: The area reconoended is in excess of 
that requested at 13· above. The Coonission considers the area 
recoru:1ended necessary for their subsistence needs and future 
developnent. 

The area comnencing at the nouth of the Mieator River, right 
bank Sebai River, left bank Kaituna River t.hence up �J:1�
Migator River to its source, thence north to the source of 
the Sebai River, thence down tho Sebai River to the point 
of coD.Iilencement. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: SANTA 1.MERINDI.l'.N DISTRICT - DEMER.ARA RIVER 

Description of area occupied: 'Two oiles up the right bank of the 
Pokorero River, a tributary of tho Kar.iuni River and nore fully 
described in Order-in-Council No.59 of 1953 as foll-ws:-

"f. tract of Crown land situate on the right bank Kaouni River, 
loft bank Denorara Ri vE:r, commoncine at the nouth of fiuu .. -,; '. e Creek 
and its boundaries extend thence upw�rds along tho rieht bank Kanuni 
River to the mouth of the Pokeroro River, thence up the riGht bank 
Pokerero River to the mouth of Makko or Savan Creek, thence upwards 
along the right bank of the said Malcko or Sa van Creek for 5,500 feet 
to the mouth of an unnru:ied creek thence upwards along the right 
bank of tho said unnaned creek to its source thence N.122° 30' 
(approx.) (true) 7,474 feet to a point on tho left bank Hurawia 
Creek about 3,600 feet above a point opposite the mouth of Biniti 
creek, thence downwards along the left bank Hurawin creek to the 
point of comr:ioncenent. Area 5 square r:iiles (approx.)." 

Persons or organisations to whoo lands are aliena"ted: Incorporate� 
Trustees of the Church in tho Diocese of Guyana - Grant No.4987 for 
25 acres (26.286 Enelish acres). 

Population: 250. 

4. 1r._ibe: Arawak.

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

Institutions: Church �cl School (Anr;lican). Mission established
in 1858. 

Degree of coastal acculturation: Advanced. English is spoken by both 
chiidren and adults. 

Economy: Logeing - both within and without the district; subsistence 
famine. 

Local Govt: Captain and 4 councillors. 

Special Features:. Aritak officially outside the boundaries of the 
Santa District, is included in tho area adninistored by the Captain 
and Councillors. Ono councillor represents Aritak on the-Council •. 
Land is alienated at Aritak to the Qhdstian Brethern Church and to 
a nunbor of non-.Anerindians. 

Title ro9uested: Cornnunal - vested in tho Captain and Councillors. 

Title rocomoended: Freehold - vested in duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

Freedons: All nornal freedons and pernissions enjoyed by .Amerindians. 

Area requested: "The area connencing at the mouth of Hurawia C!eek 
left bank Konuni River, left bank Deoerara River, thence up the 
Hurawia crook to its source, thence west to the source of the Makko 
or Savan Creek, thence south-west along the watershed between tho 
Waratilla and Pokerero Rivers to the source of the Pokerero River, 
thence north by the watershed between the Pokorero and Bonasika 
Rivers, to the source of the Kam uni River, thence down the Kar:iuni 
River to the point of cor.menconcmt." 
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Commission's recoranendations: The Colill:lission considers the request 

at 13 above to be rea�onable in view of the nature of the soils and 

the lack of pressure on the land, and supports it. Over half 

of this area is white sand. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: M.t..BORA SETTLEMENT - DEMERJ..RJ� RIVER. 

Description of area occupied: Situate on left bank De�orara River 
at raouth of Mabora Creek, 163 niles up.

Extent of lands alienated: Incorporated Trustees of the Church in 
the Diocese of Guyana - Pernission No.12710 - 10 acres. 

Population: About 50. 

Tri be: Mainly J,.kawaio. 

Institutions: Church (ilnglican). 

Deeree of coastal acculturation: Fair degree. 

Econon_y: Logging; aquaritm fishing. 

Local Govt: Captain and 3 councillors. 

Special Features: An i'ikawaio speakine eroup. 

Title requested: No request received. 

Title recor:ll'.lended: Freehold title, collective or individual subject 
to further investigations and the wishes of the residents. 

Freedons: All nornal freedons and permissions enjoyed by !.nerindians. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: ST. CUTHBERT' S liMERINDI1..N VILLAGE - MJi.HAICA RIVER 

Description of area occupied_� Situate 48 niles on the left bank of 
the Mahaica River, East Coast Demerara, and extends from Arrow Creek -
south - to Bara Bara Shannah in the north being settlements on both 
banks of the river, extending over a total distance of 7 miles along 
tho river with depths varying from zj- to 3 miles. 

Persons or organisations to 'i.b.om lands are aliena_:te_.g,: Incorporated 
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana - Lease No.A2791 for 
10 acres. 

Population: 500 - 85 families. 

Tribe: Arawak. 

Institutions: 
90 years ago. 

Church, School (Anglican); 
Coop Shop, library. 

Mission established about 

Degree of coastal accult�i91ll. 
by both children and adults. 

Advanced. English is spoken 

Economy: Labour on wood-cutting grants; suosistcnce agriculture, 
making of 1-rallaba posts. 

Local Govt: Captain and 6 councillors including a wonan. 

Special Features: It appears that tho only comparatively fertile 
soils are to be found in tho inraediate vicinity of the banks of the 
Mahaica River as a result of which adequate areas of land will be 
required to support the population. 

Title requested: Comraunal - vested in tho Captain and councillors. 

Title recoomendei: 
11.uthori ty. 

"Freehold vested in a duly constituted Local 

Freedoms: All norpal freedoms and peroissions now enjoyed by 
.Araerind ians • 

.Axea requested: "An area froo the mouth of the Maduni River alone 
the river to its source joining to the Atkinson-Mackenzie .Hif,'hway, 
thence along the said road to the source of the !fahaica River, 
circling it thence along a trail to the source of tho Butenabu 
Creek, a branch of the Mahaicony River, thence by a line to the 
source of the Moroni Creek thence along tho Mahaica to the point of 
connenccnent." 

Commission's recocunendations: The Conrn.ission considers tho requ0st 
at 13 above to be reasonable. Information received fron the Le.r;'.:s 
& Mines Department discloses that there are wood-cuttinB leases on 
the right bank Mahaica River, and that the area on the left be.�.,l: 
Mahaica River is reserved for use by .Jmerindians. The followinc �rea 
is thercfcre recoranended:-

The area connencine at the oouth of the Maduni River, lof� ;,�n1{

Mahaica River, thence up tho Maha.ica River to Maroni Cro2< thence 
up the Maroni Crock to its source, thence south along the ws.torshed 
of the Mahai ca and Mahaicony Rivers to the source of the Me.hai ca 
River,thence north along the watershed of tho Mahaica and Dcnerara 
Rivers to the source of the Maduni River,thence down the Maduni 
River to the point of cornnonccnent, save and except all alienated 
lands. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

. .!!&lli.: ST. FRANCIS .lu"1ERINDIAN VILL.ti.GE, MAHi'.ICONY RIVER 
(EAST COAST DEMERJ,.RA) 

Description of area occupied: Situate on Francois River and core fully 
described in Order-in-Council No.27 of 1964 as follows.:-

"The area coomencing at the junction of tho Mahaicony River 
and tho Francois River and extending thence in a south-westc:r:.y 
direction along the watershed between the Captain Ri vor and t:1 /:J 

Francois River for a distance of about 15 niles to the bou,, . .:!:,,.:·v 11ctween 
the Counties of Deoerara and Berbice, thence in an eastc1·ly d.::_::.·c,ction 
along the said boundary to the boundary between the East Demora:ca 
and West Borbico Adninistrative Districts, thence in a north-
easterly direction along the boundary between the East Domerara and 
Wost Borbice Administrative Districts for about 11-t nilos, thence; in 
a north-westerly direction to the point of connencoment, and contc-:ining 
approximately 52,000 acres." 

2. Persons or organisations to w11om lands are alienat_�: Incorp.·-,;,_·ated
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

?. 

s. 

9. 

10. 

n. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Population: About 400. 

Tribe: Arawak, Warrau, Carib. 

Institutions: Church and school (Anglican). Lone established Mission. 

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fairly advanced. English is spoken 
by both children and adults. 

Economy: Subsistence famine, logging and canoe nakine. 

Local Govt: Captain and 4 councillors. 

Special Features: 

Title requested: Communal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recommended: Freehold, vested in duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

Freedoms: Ji.11 nornal freedoos and permissions enjoyed by Amerindians. 

Arca requested: "Fron tho source of the Francois Creek to its mouth, 
includine the source of Captain Creek and Kibclari Crock to their 
mouths and extend to the Abary River. This area must cover 
approxinatoly 150 sq. oiles." 

CoL1Bission's recomoendationst The Comoission considers the request 
at 13 above excessive and beyond the ability of residents to develop 
or adn.inister successfully. Within the area recomnended, there are 
patches of good soils alo!l[; tho Captain River; the greater portion, 
however, has relatively poor soil. Following is the area recot1mended 
for freehold title:-

The area conmencine at the mouth of the Captain River, left 
bank Mahaicony River, thence up the Captain River to the mouth 
of the Walababu Creek, thence up the Walababu Creek to its 
source, thence north-east along the watershed between the 
Francois and Abary Rivers to the point of coru...�enccment. 



1. 

2. 

-194-

DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

NAME: WIKKI AMERINDIAN DISTRICT (BERBICE RIVER) 

Description of area occupied: Situate on right bank Berbice River 
100 miles up and more fully described in Order No.59 of 1953 as 
follows:-

" A tract of Crown land situate on the left bank Wikki River, 
right bank Berbice River, commencing at the mouth of the Parakwa 
creek, left bank Wikki River, and extending thence downwards along 
the Wikki River to its mouth, thence upwards along the right bank 
Berbice River to the western extremity of the lower boundary of 
Klien Poelgeest, thence along the said boundary and its extension to 
the watershed between the Wikki and Berbice Rivers and thence along 
the said watershed to the source of the Parakwa creek, thence 
downwards along the left bank Parakwa creek to the point of 
commencement • .Area 95 square miles (approx.)" 

Persons or organisations to whom lands are alien��: Congregational 
Church. D.H.M.P. Licence 521 - 50 acres. 

3. E:.Q_pulation: 250 - 65 families.

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Tribe: Arawak.

Institutions: Church and School (Congregational). Mission established
in 1830. Rest house.

Degree of coastal acculturatJ&.u: Fairly advanced. English is spoken
by both children and adults. 

Economy: Logging and balata: farming. 

Local Govt: Captain and 4 councillors. 

Special Features: Formerly an .Amerindian reservation established 
under the 1902 Ordinance. 

Title reguested: Communal - vested in Captain and Council� 

Title recommended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

Freedoms: All normal freedoms and permissions enjoyed by .Amerindians. 

Area requested: As at (1) above. 

Commission's recommendations: The Commission recommends the following 
area which is requested at (1) above for freehold title:-

The area commencing at the mouth of the Parakwa creek, left 
bank Wikki River, right bank Berbice River thence down the 
Wikki River to its mouth, thence up the Berbice River to the 
lower boundary of Klien Boelgeest, thence along the said 
boundary and its prolongation to the watershed between the 
Wikki and Berbice Rivers and thence north-east along the said 
watershed to the source of the Parakwa creek, thence down 
the Parakwa creek to the point of commencement • .Area 
95 square miles (approx.). 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: HURURU VILLAGE (BERBICE RIVER) 

_D __ e __ s_c_r_i.._p_t_i..,o_n_...o ... f_...a._r .... e ... a._...o ... c ... c_u ... p_i_e_d: Situate on the right bank Berbice River 
about 120 miles up. Occupation extends from the Mora Creek to the 
Merwaka Creek along the river, and inland to the Bissaruni Creek -
a distance of about 8 miles. 

Persons or organisations to w11om lands are alienat_gg._: Lutheran 
Church in Guyana. 

Population: 60 persons - 10 families. 

Tribe: Arawak. 

Institutions: Church and School, teachers' house (Lutheran). 

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fairly advanced. English is 
spoken by both children and adults. 

Economy: Logging, subsistence agriculture. 

Local Govt: Captain and 4 councillors. 

Special Features: Regular launch service (T. & H. Dept.) from 
New Amsterdam to Kwakwar.i. 

Title requested: Communal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recommended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

Freedoms: All normal freedoms and permissions enjoyed by Amerindians. 

Area requested: The area held by the Wakamukru Cooperative Logging 
Society as follows:-

"Cornmencing at the mouth of the Mora Creek, right bank Berbice 
River, thence up t�e left bank of the Mora Creek for a distance of 
about 4 miles to its source; thence by a cut line running due south 
for approximately 11 miles along the watershed between the Berbice 
and Bissaruni Rivers as far as the source of the Kinchiparu Creek 
(otherwise known as the Merwaka Creek): thence down the right bank 
of the Kinchiparu Creek for a distance of about 8 miles to its 
mouth on the Berbice River; thence down the right bank of the Berbice 
River to the mouth of the Mora Creek and the point of commencement." 

Commission's recommendations: The Commission recommends, for freehold 
title, the area requested at 13 above as follows:-

The area commencing at the mouth of the Mora Creek, right bank 
Berbice River; thence up the Mora Creek to its source; 
thence south for approximately 11 miles along the watershed 
between the Berbice and Bissaruni Rivers to the source of 
the Kinchiparu Creek ( other1:,ise known as the Merwaka Creek); 
thence down the Kinchiparu Creek to its mouth, right bank 
Berbice River; thence down the Berbice River to the mouth 
of the Mora Creek, the point of commencement. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: HITTIA SETTLEMENT, BERBICE RIVER 

l. Description of area occupied: Situate on the left bank Berbice
River 64 miles up. Residents have their faros on the right bank
Berbice River, between Peter's lease and Friendship.

2. .!:.£rsons or orcnnisntions to whom lands are alien�}��: Incorporated
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana - Licence for

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

10 acres.

Population: 52.

Tribe: Arawak. 

Institutions: Church and School - Anglican. 

Derrree of coastal acculturati,.9J1: Fairly.advanced. 

Econor;!.Y: J.ericulture, logging. 

Local Govt: Captain and 4 councillors. 

Special Features: Most residents hold Free Residential and 
.Agricultural leases for the areas they now occupy. Their farmlands, 
situate on the right bank Berbice River between Peter's lease and 
Friendship, are about 1 mile in facade and 600 rods in depth. 

Title requested: (i) Individual freehold for honcstead.

-{ii) Communal freehold for farru.ancls. 

Title recoI:II!l.ended: (i) Individual freehold for homestead. 

(�i) Conditional grant for farw.lands referred to 
at 9 above, vested in duly constituted 
Local Authority. 

Freedoms: All norpial freedol:ls and pernissions enjoyed by limerindia.11.s. 

krea requested: Area on right bank Berbice River now being used for 
far!!line. 

Commission's recooraendations: As at (ii) of 11. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: ORE.ALLA VILLAGE (INCLUDING SIPARUTA) - CORENTYNE RIVER 

Description of area occupied: Situate on the left bank Corentyne 
River 56 miles up and more fully described in Order No.59 of 1953 
as follows:-

" A tract of Crown land situate on the left bank Courantyne River 
commencing at the mouth of Mapenna Creek, and its boundaries extend 
thence N.257° 45' (approx. true) 9f miles thence N.165° (approx. true) 
5f miles thence N.77° 45' (approx. true) 10 miles to a point on the 
left bank Courantyne River about 3,700 feet below the mouth of 
Tarakuli creek, thence downwards along the left bank Courantyne 
River to the point of commencement. Area 54 square miles (approx.)" 

Persons or organisations to whom lands are alienat�d.: Incorporated 
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana. 

Roman Catholic Bishop: 

Orealla Licence No.34 - 100 acres 
Epira " No.143- 50 acres 

Siparutu L· ·1se No.4533 
Perm.No.12623 

10.69 acres 
15.00 acres. 

Population: Orealla 
Siparuta 

Tribe: Arawak, Warrau. 

" 

1,000 
150 1,150 

Institutions: Orealla: Govt. school, Anglican Church, District 
Administration Office, Community Centre, long established Mission. 

Siparutu: Church and school (Roman Catholic), Forest station. 
Mission established in 1944. 

Degree of coastal acculturati,.9_�: Fairly advanced. English is spoken 
by both children and adults. 

Economy( Logging,. subsistence farming. 

Local Govt: Captain and councillors. Declared District Council. 

Special Features: .Area enjoying a logging boom. Regular launch 
service from Springlands. 

Title requested: Communal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recommended: Freehold vested in duly constituted Local Authority. 

Freedoms: All normal freedoms and permissions enjoyed by .Amerindians. 

Area requested: "The .Amerindian reservation in the Corentyne River 
which presently include Orealla and Epira Amerindian reservation 
be extended to include Siparuta .Amerindian area including the 
'bulge' and further extended from the end of the Epira reservation 
to Cow Falls going south in the Corentyne River. The boundaries 
of the present reservation should be extended further inland going 
westwards to Canje Creek and this creek also to be the western 
boundary for the new area." 

/14. 
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Commission�s recommendations: The Commission considers the request 

at 13 ·b"VP. for an extension of their present area, is primarily for 
logging purposes. 

The Commission recommends for freehold title the present 

declared districts of Orealla and Epira including the area between 
these two districts known as the 'bulge'. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: KURUTUKU VILLAGE ( CUYUNI RIVER) - (ST. SIL.AS MISSION) 

Description of area occupied: Situate on right bank Cuyuni River 
about 2 miles below the Kanaima Itabu. Houses are on right bank, 
farms are on left bank and on islands in river. 

Persons or organisations to whom lands are alienat§£: Incorporated 
Trustees of the Church in the Diocese of Guyana. Permission -
10 acres. 

Population: 150. 

4. Tribe: Carib.

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Institutions: Church and School (Anglican). Mission established
4 years ago. 

Degree of coastal acculturati__Q,Q: Fair degree. No interpreter was 
necessary. Residents spoke English. 

Economy: Mining, casual labour, subsistence farming. 

Local Govt: Captain and 12 councillors - unofficial. 

Special Features: A GDF base and airstrip are a few miles upstream 
and the people benefit from the medical services of this unit. 
Population originally from Bara.ma River. Trail from Kurutuku to 
Upper Barama River. 

Title requested: Communal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recommended: Freehold vested in a duly constituted Local 
Authority. 

Freedoms: All normal freedoms and permissions enjoyed by 1.merindians. 

Area requested: "From Takatu River to Powis Island on the left 
bank Cuyuni River and from the bottom of Kanaima Itabu to Otomung 
River on the right' bank, Cuyuni River, with a depth of 5 miles on 
each bank". 

Commission's recommendations: The area recommended is leas than 
that requested at 13 above. The Commission considers the following 
area to be adequate for their present needs and future development:-

The area commencing at the mouth of the Otomung River, 
right bank Cuyuni River, thence up the Otomung River for 
4 miles, thence north-west for 5 miles thence north-east 
to the mouth of the Takatu River, left bank Cuyuni River, 
thence up the Taketu River for 4 miles thence south-east 
for 8 miles, thence south-west to the mouth of Otomung 
River, the point of commencement. 



-200-

THE BARA1"'1A RIVER CARIES 

276. This group has been described by Peberdy as "the most

impoverished and traumatic Aboriginal group" he had ever met in 

the length and breadth of the country. It occupies the Barama 

River headwaters above Towakaima Falls and spreads over to the 

Barima River head and towards the Cuyuni River. TJ::le people are 

the remnants of the 'true' Carib tribe which inhabited the regions 

of the Orinoco and many of the West Indian islands at the time 

of the discovery of the New World.(l)

277. Towards the end of the 19th century gold was discovered

in the North West District i:n the Barama River and in the headwaters 

of the Barima River. Names like Five- Stars, Arakaka, Old World, 

In Time and Kokerite became well known. As prospectors, local and 

foreign, moved into the district the Amerindians withdrew and 

sought refuge in the most remote parts of the forest that they 

could find. 

278. The North West was gradually abandoned as a result of

the exhaustion of the more accessible gold deposits, the rising 

cost of operations in the face of the static price of gold and the 

greater attraction of diamond mining in other areas. The Caribs 

are accordingly slowly re-occupying areas like Kokerite and Chinese 

Landing in the Barama and Koriabo in the Barima. Old World Mine 

on the Baramita River, a branch of the Upper Barama, is still an 

active gold producer and has an Amerindian population of around 150 

in its immediate vicinity. 

279. The area is seldom visited by members of the administrative

or medical officers from Mabaruma. In 1963 the Pilgrim Holiness 

Church established a mission at the Baramita airstrip and it provides 

a much appreciated medical service. The Commission is indebted to 

Rev. Traugh for information about the present state of the people. 

280. Apart from some small communities between Baramita and

Towakaima, and the one centered on Old World Mine, the people live 

in single family units in the most remote corners of the forest. 

They are for the most part unclothed and extremely timid. Rev. Traugh 

/claimed 

(1) Butt, A.J. - The Burning Mountain from whence it came.
Timehri No.33 Oct. 1954. 
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claimed that he has been unable to make contact with them as they 

withdrew into the bush on his approach and remained there until 

his departure. As the benefits of the Mission become more known 

amongst the group, however, it is expected that they would become 

increasingly communicative. 

281. The Church,though concerned about tho degree of

polygamy practised by the Caribs,recognises that on account of their 

primitive state a flat condemnation should be avoided. The 

Commission visited one family at Aronka, four miles from the 

airstrip, where a man, his five wives, 25 children and 64 immediate 

relatives were living as one community. With a single family 

totalling almost a hundred in number, the total population for the 

group is very likely to be more than the 500 suggested to us. 

281. The soils of the area are reasonably good and an

agricultural economy could be developed. With the exception of 

labour facilities at Old World and a small artifact trade created 

by the Mission,there is virtually no economy. Some of the more 

hardy souls found work at Matthew's Ridge during the course of 

manganese mining operations there. 

282. The people have no concept of land tenure and it is

impossible at the noment for this to be put across. The Comnission 

has therefore recorunended that the area of occupation should be 

reserved for their use by the creation of an Amerindian District 

and every effort made to encourage concentrations in suitable areas 

for the better administration, education and health of the people. 

A District Field Officer and a Medical Ranger based at the Baramita 

airstrip with complete instructions as to their duties is a prime 

requirement. A survey of the people and the development potential 

would be the second. The topography is generally undulating and bush 

trails widened to take an agricultural tractor and trailer would be 

the only communication lines necessary to begin with. 

283. The following are the comriunities in respect of which

'Specific Recommendations' have been made:-

Baramita 

Upper Barama River Tributaries 

Baramita and Barama Head. 



1. 

2. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

-202-

DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: B,ARAMITA, B.ARJ,Ji,1A RIVER - NORTH WEST DISTRICT - INCLUDING 
.ARONKA L.ND 'OLD WORLD' MINE 

Description of areas occupi�: 

Baramita: Situate on left bank Barama River about 171 miles from 
its mouth. Scattered occupation around the airstrip. 

Aronka: 

'Old World ' 
�:

Situate about 4 miles north of the airstrip. 

Situate about 4 miles south of the airstrip. 

Persons or organisations to wllQm lands are aliena�: 
Holiness Church - 20 acres. Airstrip. 'Old World'Mine 
W.A. Baird. 

Population: Approximately 300. 

Tribe: Carib. 

Pilgrim 
held by 

Institutions: 'Old World' Mine; school (Govt.); airstrip, 
Mission medical centre. Mission established in 1963. 

Degree of coastal accult�!j...211: Fairly low. Very little English 
spoken. Interpreter was necessary. 

Economy: Subsistence farming, labour in mines. 

Local Govt: Captain and 3 councillors. 

Special Features: Remote area completely dependent upon airstrip. 
Only area where polygamy was found. 

Title requested: No request received. 

Title recommended: See Conmission's recommendations at (14) of 
Description on Ba+anita and Bara.ma Head. (Page 204). 

Freedoms: .All normal freedoms and permissions enj8yod by .Amerindians. 

,Area reguested: Nil. 

Commission's recomrnendat�: See views nnd rocor:1;1ondations at ( 14) 
of Doscriptiofi on BarDl:.li ta and Bara.ma Head, ( page 204). 
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DESCRIPTION OF.COMMUNITIES 

�: UPPER BAR.1'11.i. RIVER TRIBUTARIES - NORTH WEST DISTRICT 

Description of area occJlJ)ied: Situate on the Upper Barama River 
between Towakaima and Baramita Rivers, right bank Barama River. 
Occupation is at Massowakhi, Karishaw, Piai, Kuratoka and Aunama. 

Persons or organisations to whom lands are alienate�: Nil. 

Population: About 100. 

4. Tribe: Carib.

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Institutions: Served by Government School at Baramita and Mission
Medical Centre at airstrip.

Degree of coastal acculturation: Fairly low. Very little English
spoken. Interpreter was necessary.

Economy: Subsistence farming.

Local Govt: Nil.

Special Features:

Title reauested: No request received.

Title recomr.iended: See Cornnission's views at (14) of Description on
Baramita and Barama Head, (Page 204).

Freedoms: 
.Amerindians.

All normal freedoms and permissions enjoyed by

li:rea requested: Nil.

Co!!ll!lission's recor:1CJ.endations: See views and recoraraendations at (14)
of Description on Baramita and Barama Head, (page 204).
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DESCRIPTION OF COMMUNITIES 

�: BARAMITA I.ND BARLMA HEJi.D - NORTH WEST DISTRICT 

Description of area occupied: Situate at the Headwaters of the 
Bara.r:li.ta and Barama Rivers about 15 to 20 niles west of the airstrip. 
This area is also the western boundary of Guyana. Scattered population 
living in individual settlements. 

Persons or organisations to whon lands arc alienat�: 

Population: About 250. 

Tribe: Carib. 

Nil. 

Institutions: Served by Mission Medical Centre at airstrip. 

Degree of coastal acculturati,gn: Fairly low. Very little English 
spoken. Interpreter was necessary. 

Economy: Subsistence farming. 

Local Govt: Nil. 

Special Features: 

Title requested: No request received. 

Title recofll:lendcd: See (14) below. 

Freedoms: All nornal freedoms and permissions enjoyed by ll.Dlerindians. 

Area requested: Nil. 

Conmission's recomt1endations: Owing to the very low degree of 
sophistication and the need to set asidG lands for their use, the 
Commission recommends the creation of a District to enclose all 
known scattered Amerindian population within the Barama/Baramita area 
with the following boundaries:-

The area col'.!l.r.:lencing at the nouth of the Haiari Creek, left bank 
Barama River, left bank Waini River, thence up the Haiari Creek 
to Es source, thence west along the watershed between the 
Barima and Barama Rivers to the source of the Kaliaku and 
Baramita Rivers on the Guyana-Venezuela Boundary thence south 
along the said Guyana-Venezuela Boundary to a point west of 
the source of the Massowakhi Creek, thence cast to the 
source of the Massowakhi Creek, thence down the Massowakhi 
Creek to its mouth, left bank Aunana River, thence down 
the Auna.ma River to its nouth, right bank Bara.ma River, 
thence up the Bara.I!la River to the point of commencement, 
save and except all alienated lands. 

The Cor:unission further recoI!l.Iaends that efforts be made to 
encourage those Aaerindians now living at the headwaters of the 
�aramita and Barruna Rivers to remove into an established community. 
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THE WAI WAI 

284. The Wai Wai tribe belongs to Carib stock and originally

lived on both sides of the Akarai Mountain Range, at the headwaters 

of the Essequibo River in Guyana and of the Rio Mapuera in Brazil. 

Living in the most remote corner of the country they have been visited 

only by people with specific interests, Robert Schomburgk in 1837, 

Dr. Walter Roth around 1905, Farabee in 1913-16. The Wai Wai were 

employed by the British Guiana-Brazil Boundary CoBmission and were 

visited in recent times by Peberdy, f.merindian Welfare Officer 1947, 

Jones, Medical Officer for Amerindian Areas 1950, Guppy, Forest 

Officer 1952, Evans and Meggers, archaeologists 1953, Yde and Fock, 

anthropologists 1954-55, Dagon 1966-67. 

285. In 1949 when the Unevs.ngelised Fields Mission was

established in the area at Kanashen the total population on the Guyana 

side numbered 46 persons. As has happened everywhere in the country, 

the establishment of a mission has resulted in the concentration of 

the Amerindians and Kanashen was no exception. The Brazilian meobers 

of the tribe moved over from the Mapuera river and allied tribes from 

Brazil, the Katawina and Cikiyana also moved in to enjoy the security, 

medical aid and other benefits of the mission. At the time of tho 

Land Comnission's visit in November 1967 a total of 560 Ar.lerindians 

were present. 

286. Kanashen, which has the mission station and the light

plane airstrip, is the main village of a group of five, the others 

being Yakayaka, Brazil Nut, Cashew Tree and Fish Poison villages. A 

breakdown of the 5 village population by age and sex groups in May 

1967 by Dagon revealed that 50�& of the then population of 528 was 

less than 12 years of age. Culturally, the people were !II!lazonian 

rather than Guyana type in that they have only conparatively recently 

changed over frou a nomadic gathering and hunting group to a 

subsistence agriculture plus hunting form of life. Being a still 

unclothed people they retain the subcutaneous layer of fat to insulate 

against temperature change, a layer which is soon lost when clothes 

are adopted, and this gives them a deceptive appearance of well-being. 

Malaria and intestinal parasites uere rife when Dr. Jones first 

visited in 1950 with his r.:iedical ranger tea.n but such was their 

isolation that tests revealed no exposure whatever to tuberculosis. 

Now malaria and worms have been eradicated to a large degree but a 

/recent 
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recent test, 1968, showed a oarked exposure to Tuberculosis. 

287. The soils in the areas of occupation are very poor as is

indicated by the U. N. Soil Survey Maps and emphasised by Dagon who 

writes: "One oust suspect that the practice of agriculture in and 

around Kanashen is treading on a very thin line of success and serious 

disaster might occur for a variety of reasons. One, the problem of 

low soil fertility in general cannot be escaped. Two, though it is 

most certainly advantageous to the role of the mission to continue to 

attract and concentrate people into villages, the population increase 

has been much more than expected while the general area of suitable 

cultivation remains roughly the same. Thirdly, because of the 

restriction imposed by the size of t� area suitable for cultivation, 

the cycle between use and re-use of any given field is being considerably 

shortened to often 4-5 years of fallow. Erosion in sites of cultivation 

is, in general, quite severe. The idea that if land supports forest 

it must surely support cultivation is far from dead at Kanashen." 

288. The great increase in population on these poor soils

carried its own warning and the people have started to spread out to 

utilise lands as far down the Essequibo as the Kuyuwini River and 

upstreao to the Kamoa, Chodikar and Sipu Rivers. It would seen that 

improved agricultural techniques with a build up of soil fertility 

will be necessary to accommodate this rapidly increasing group or it 

will have to disperse and spread over a far largor area. Excessive 

hunting and fishing for protein could be cut down by a greater enphasis 

on domestic animals and the creation of fish ponds. 

289. The economy to date has been in the foru of feathered

handicrafts sold through the Mission and the amount made would indicate 

an intensive slaughter of the fauna of the area. The remoteness and 

very high cost of transport to and from this region would appear to 

preclude an agricultural economy even if the soil conditions perDitted 

it. Balata is being tried as a second econonic string but with only 

a light aircraft strip the cost of the operation is treb1e that of 

balata extraction in the savannahs to the north. 

290. Owing to the low degree of coastal acculturation of the

people the Commission recoOfilends that the area be declared an 

l..merindian District and has outlined boundaries for the proposed 

/district 



-207-

district which would take care of the increasing population for the 

next two or three decades on a subsistence agricultural basis. It has 

also taken into consideration tho mobility and recent movements of the 

people and considers that there should be no firm alienation of the 

land for the present. It recommends that a well qu8iificd District 

Officer be posted to the area without delay and that he be given 

technical assistance to tabulate all the resources of the district. 

The first requirement would be an all weather D.C.3 airstrip for 

conr:1unication purposes supplemented by a jeep road north to the 

savannahs. 

291. To quote Dagon once .oore: "Al though at present agricultural

production is meeting local demands, the operation is certainly 

marginal and the birth rate is rising continuously" and "Finally, it 

is to be hoped that outside intGrest in this area will continue in 

order to help solve many of tho problems raised by the encroachment 

of a massive village complex on a generally unfavourable natural 

ecosystem." 

292. Following are the 1 Specific Recomnend.ations' made in 

respect of Kanashen Area. 
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DESCRIPTION OF COM�IDNITIES 

�: KANASHEN AREJ\. - SOUTH RUPUNUNI

Description of area occupi�: Ji:reas of habitation and farms are on 
both banks of tho Essequibo River from a point slightly below the 
junc�ion of the Chodikar and Sipu Rivers to the mouth of the 
Kassikaityu River. The Mission is about 80 niles from Lumid Pau 
airstrip. 

2. Persons or organisations to whol:l lands are alienat_�g._: Unevangelised
Fields Mission. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

s. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

Population: About 700. 

Tribe: Wai Wai and allied tribes. 

Institutions: Church and School (Unevangelised Fields Mission), 
Medical Centre, shop. Mission established in 1949. 

Degree of coastal accul turai;im1: Very low. 

Economy: Subsistence farming, handicraft sold through Mission shop. 

Local Govt: Captain and councillors. 

Special Features: Light plane airstrip. Access to dry weather 
D.C.3 airstrip - "Gunn airstrip".

Title requested: Communal - vested in Captain and Council. 

Title recom.r:iended: See Cage 14 below. 

FreedoBs: All normal freedoms and permissions enjoyed by Amerindians. 

krea requested: "The area enconpassed by the Kuyuwini and Kassikaityu 
Rivers, Mataruki and Onoro Creeks and the Karaoa, Chodikar and Sipu 
Rivers." 

Cot1mission's recommendations: Owing to the very low degree of 
sophistication and the need to set aside lands for their use, the 
Commission recommends the creation of a District to enclose o.11 known 
scattered .Ao.erindian population within this area with the following 
boundaries:-

The area cooaencing at the oouth of the Kassikaityu River, 
left bank Essequibo River, thence up the Kassikaityu River to 
its source at the Guyana-Brazil border, thence south-east 
along the Guyana-Brazil border to the watershed of the 
Essequibo and New Rivers, thence north along the said 
watershed to the source of the .Amuku River, right bank Essequibo 
River, thence down the Amuku River to its mouth, thence 
down tho Essequibo River to the point of comnencement. 

The Commission also recommends that residents have the 
beneficial occupation of lands between the Kassikaityu and Kuyuwini 
Rivers, left bank Essequibo River. 
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PART III - INDIVIDUAL AND HOUSEHOLD CLAIMS: 

293. In the first part of our report - para.157 - we endeavoured

to categorise claimants and to reconoend the form of tenure they should 

enjoy. With a view to obtaining the names and particulars of those who 

regarded theoselves as being eligible for consideration under tho Lands 

Comcission Ordinanc,e, questionnaires were distributed directly fron the 

Comnission or indirectly through District Co:cu::1issionors, District Field 

Officers, Headn.asters and f.morindian Captains. 

294. To judge from tho oany and divers places fron which conpleted

questionnaires were received it soons fair to conclude that in course of 

tino the existence and purpose of tho Connission became widely known and 

appreciated. The majority of conpleted questionnaires wore returned to us 

through District Cor;u:iissioners whose connents were invited. Not ouch car:ie 

by way of cornnent but having regard to tho signal help we received fron 

these officers and to the keen interest they showed in our work, we are 

inclined to think that our invitation was injudicious. We are however 

confident that any misrepresentation which obtruded itself on tho notice 

of these officers would have been drawn to our attention. 

295. We have noted that the areas of land said to be occupied by

individuals or by households vary considerably. Sone are as snall as 

half an acre while others range fron 40 to 1200 acres. Infornation was not 

given on oath and Government would be acting quite properly if it takes 

steps to verify any claims whataver. We fool that clains to occupation 

of areas in excess of 30 acres should be carefully gone into before a 

decision is taken as to the quantun of land for which legal title should 

be given to any person or household. Even in genuine cases of occupation 

in excess of 30 acres it would appear equitable to limit a grant to 30 acres 

and to consider sone loss strong title, say a lease, for tho remainder or 

part thereof. Except in tho case of leases it is difficult for us to say 

how true are the acreages told us. 1\Incrindians arc said, however, to 

have a fair sense of land noasuronent. 

296. Though there are many households of the nornal fanily type,

that is with father, mother, children and adolescents, there are not a 

few fanilies of a more composite typo somewhat extE:nded. In these there 

are adult sons and daughters with their wives or husbands and their 

children all occupying tho sane house or house-plot an� the sane farms. 

Sone adult menbers of the latter type fanilies have requested that they 

be given separate consideration and have accordingly submitted completed 

questionnaires on their own behalf. We are in synpathy with them. 

/These 
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These meobers might be chafing under a pattern of life to them restrictive 

of their progress and to which they are subjected by custom and tradition. 

In such cases we feel that a conditional grant oight be given for an area 

considered by tho Col':l.Dissioner of Lands and Mines to be adequate,having 

regard to all the natural advantages and disadvantages of the environr;ient. 

297. At Appendix XI is a list of some 400 individual and household

claios together with details. It is impracticable to include all tho details 

in this report but the relevant papers arc available to governnont. We 

arc of opinion that each household should noninate the person or persons 

in whom title should be vested and for all practical purposes we would be 

inclined to regard the signatories to the conpletcd questionnaires as 

persons who have had tho support of their household. Here again Govcrl1I!lent 

might, at its discretion, take steps for verification. 

298. It should be observed at this point that here and there in

.Amerindian conmunities arc to be found a few non-Amerindians who scened 

to live aoicably with their Arlcrindian brethren for @any years. There 

seons to be no reason why these accepted persons should not stay where they 

are and share the privileges and obligations of their comounity. On thg 

other hand there are tho unaccepted, very few in nunber, who should got out. 

299. The response we have had in the use of questionnaires has been

gratifying. There arc a few places which have perhaps been tardy, 

indifferent or sceptical. In any event we do not think that the doors 

should be closed against then for sone tioe yet. Thero would, too, be 

genuine cases which for uncontrollable reasons have been unable as yet 

to respond. We propose that Goverill!l.ent �ake sonc provision to treat bona 

fide cases of this nature in accordance with the principles laid down in 

our report. 

CONCLUSION 

300. The Amerindian Association of Guyana has been the only body to

suggest a period wit_hin which the conferring of legal title should be 

completed. The year suggested is 1978. This does not appear unrealistic. 

There has, however, here and there been sooe doubt about Government's 

intentions. Such doubt can only deepen with delay. We feel that Government 

should,as a first step, decide in principle what it proposes to do and 

/disseninate 
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disseninate this information especially to the peoplG most concerned. 

301. Inpending constitutional changes almost nake it nandatory

that Governnont give sone solemn undertaking of its intentions and 

guarantee the inviolability of any undertaking it nakes to the Ar:lerindians. 

Technical difficulties of legal or constitutional language should not be 

allowed to stand in the way of progress. In this connection tho Archbishop 

of the West Indies expressed his solicitude in these worc.s: "The basic 

difficulty in the way of any just sottlenent, and tho chief cause for 

concern for any Coouission s�ch as the one now constituted, is that no 

government can bind its successors and that past experience shows that 

govornr.ients have no conscientious scruples in matters of this kind. 

Some clear and solemn Declaration night help - and could perhaps be 

recorded at the United Nations Headquarters to give it r:iore weight. The 

essence of any such Declaratic,i.1 should be a pronise that the rights now 

to be given to tho J�1erindians should be inviolable, and that in 

particular if valuable minerals were subsequently discovered on these lands 

they should be exploited for the benefit of the 1.merindians in occupation, 

and as far as possible by tho liJ:1erindians with tocr.:.nical help from the 

government of the day." 

302. On the other hand we feel that Arierindians should be inforned

that any land which legally becomes their property could be escheated by 

government in the event of treason and rebellion. The information should 

neither assume the character or the appearance of a threat. Ar:lerindians 

should also be aware of govornnent's power to acquire land coopulsorily 

in the public interest. Matters of this nature would, no doubt, form 

part of their training in Local Govornnent. 
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We are, Sir, 

Yours faithfully, 

v!r� '1--�
�"'j;'bert H. Moore, Chairnan. 

/... / 
./ 

1;J1lliam H. Seggar. 

�,///o,"/ 
.lurred J. Scow. 

Maurice Bennett. 
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APPENDlX I 

Memorandum from Captains of South Savannahs, 

Rupununi. 

Sir, 

Aishalton Village 

South Savannah 

Rupununi District 

30th Oct. 1967. 

We the Wapishana Indians of the villages Aishal ton, 

Awariwaunaua, Maruranaua, Shea, Karaudarnaua and Achawib have 

authorised Henry Winter Toushau of Aishalton Village to make 

representation for land to the Guyana Amerindian Lands Commission 

on our behalf because we feel that he will represent our interests 

fairly. We agree to abide by the decisions made by him in this matter. 

We are claiming the extent of land as indicated here and in the attached 

map for our selves and our heirs. 

From the junction of the Kawarwau and the Takatu Rivers in a straight 

line to Mamid Mountain, from thence in a straight line to the Source 

of the Miliwau river, (tributary of the Quitaro) thence due east of North 

East to King George V fall, on the Essequibo River, from thence due 

South along the Source of the Essequibo River to the junction of the 

Kassikaityu and Essequibo Rivers, thence due west along the Source of the 

Kassikaityu River to Serra Uossary Mountain, from thence due north west 

�o the Source of the Takutu River, thence due north along the course 

of the Takutu River to the junction of the Kowariwau and Takutu Rivers. 

1. We Amerindians were the original people of this country, and as such

we feel that, we the Wapishanas of these villages, should have rights

to own the land on which we build our houses, to own the land on which we

farm, to own the land on which we rear cattle, to own the land on which

we hunt; to own the land on which we cut timber for our houses, to own

the mineral rights on our lands, to own the water rights for fishing,

drinking and swimming, and to claim these rights for our children for

all time.

2. We claim that all the above lands included in the proposed reservation

are used by us, with the exception of that now owned by the Rupununi

Development Company. We are claiming that part of the Company land as

shown in the map because our cattle are increasing and we do not have

enough grazing land.

/cont'd •••• 
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