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BRITISH GUI.ANA 

OF THE.. 

CO1'4'.ISSIO:t-!ER FOR CO-OPERATIVE DEVELOPMENT 

FOR THE 

YEAR ENDED 3 lsr DECEMBER, 19 59 . 

PART I - INTRODUCTION 

British Guiana lies on the northern coast of South America 
and has an area of 83,000 square miles. The main agricultural crops 
which are sugar-cane and rice are R,rown on the low-lying coastal 
belt which extends inwards from the Atlantic Ocean for about 20 miles. 

Agricultural conditions in 1959 were favourable; the 
annual rainfall whtch varies from 60 to 110 inches was 78.45 inches. 
Tre sugar c·rop yielded 284,425 tons as compared with 3o6,J61 in 1958 
which was a record. ·The 1959 rice crop was 104,075 tons valued at 
$18,876,100 (£932,521) and exceeded the 1958- figure by 3,5.56 tons. 
Agricultural prices remajned stable. 

The increasing tempo of agricultural development which is 
in progress was reflected in an increased proportion of new co-opera
tive societies which were concerned with agriculture as opposed to 
non-a�ricultural societies. The Co-operative Movement was introduced 
into British Guiana in 1945 and drew its early inspiration from the 
non-ar-ricultural societies which did much to spread the idea of thrift 
and to prepare the minds of the people for the more practical enter
prises which have since followed. 

In 19.54 a decision was taken to liquidate t.he former 
agricultural credit banks and to replace them by co-operative thrift 
and credit societies operated by the farmers themselves. A close 
relationship between the Movement and agriculture began in 1955 when 
78 new co-operative thrift & credit societies were organised; up to 
31st December last these societies granted loans totalling $1,975,962 
(£411",659) to farmers for agricultural purposes. 

The year 1957 saw the beginning of new phases of activity, 
viz., the development of unused lands for agricultural purposes and 
the mechanisation of small farms by joint ;:,ction through co-operative 
societies; these trends continued in full swing in 1959. 

The operations of the majority of t.he societies which were 
registered since 1957 reouired careful planning and supervision and 
made severe demands upon the limited staff of the department. During 
the year the staff suffered a reduction in strength ·!vhen the Govern
ment decided to terminate the secondment to the department of 4 
primary school teachers who assisted with the supervision of the school 
thrift pro�ramme. This had the effect of increasing the load of 
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societies carried b7 each Co-operative Officer beyond a number 
which could be properly supervised. The Government also decided 
that the duties of the Co-operative Officers, Schools Co-operative 
Officers and Inspectors of Friendly Societies should be in
tegrated and that each officer should be responsible for the work 
of all types of societies in his district. Many officers were 
unfamiliar with the work of the new types they were required to 
guide and supervise and no time was available for more than the 
barest minimum of training. 

PARr II - GEMERAL PROGRESS

The year began with 549 societies and ended with 5.54, 
a net incre2se of 5 societies. Twenty-six new societies were 
registered while the registration of 21 was cancelled. Of the 
554 societies on the register at the end of the year 552 were 
primary and 2 secondary. Membership of the primary societies was 
36,973; sh8res and savings rose to $930,511 (£193,857) as 
compared with $784,435 (£163,424) in the previous year. Reserve 
funds totalled i29,80E' (£6,210). 

As a result of the favourable rice crop many of the 
weaker thrift and credit societies were able to redeem them
selves� The members of a number of societies on the Essequibo 
Coast however suffered the partial loss of their crops through 
excessive rainfall at harvest time and it was feared that the 
societies would be unable to repay their loans fully as in the 
previous four years. 

During the year the Government in.their efforts to 
promote the orderly development of unused Crown lands allocated 
2,300 acres for agricultural cultivation to a co-operative 
society organised in the Berbice district and 430 acres for the 
rearing of livestock to another society in the East Demerara 
district. The sugar est2tes also continued to make unwanted 
lands available for use by retrenched sup.:ar workers or{?;anised 
into co-operative bodies; two livestock societies acquired 
possession of approximately J,500 acres of grazing lands and a 
third society 240 2.cres of land for the cultivation of rice. 

Farmers continued in their efforts to acquire agri
cultural machinery on a co-operative basis during the year. 
The existing machinery societies were successful in their 
oper2tions and eight new societies were registered. 

A further decline in the number of consumer societies 
took place and foreshadowed the ultimate disappearance of this 
class of society. There were still however a small number of 
societies which were performing creditably in.the remote parts 
of the country. 

The Movement recorded an important g?-in when the 
Government-owned rice mill at the Vergenoegen Land Settlement 
Scheme was purchased by a co-operative soci-=tY in September. 
The operations of the society to Jlst December were successful 
and the first instalment on the purchase price was pa.id ahead of 
schedule. This venture is widely r�garded in the nature of an 
experiment and the operations of the mill over the next year will 
be carefully studied. 








































