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MEMORANDUM ON THE REPORT OF THE DEPUTY 
DffiECTOR, WEST INDIES METEOROLOGICAL SERVICE, 
ON ms VISIT TO BRITISH GUIANA - 4TH TO 8TH

APRIL, 1960. 

Following the fire and the occupation of the re-conditioned terminal building 
on the south-east side of Atkinson Airport, Mr. K. V. W. Nicholls, then Deputy 
Director of The West Indies Meteorological Service, visited British Guiana from 
4th to 8th April, 1960, with the main object of checking on Meteorological facili-
ties at the Airport. Mr. Nicholls' Report is attached as Appendix I. 

2. In his introductory remarks, he observes that his initial inspection of
meteorological facilities and practices at Atkinson Airport disclosed grave defi-
 iencies which stemmed basically from inadequacies in the provision of meteoro lo-
gically-trained staff and from difficulties in effective supervision during the past 
ten years. They had been accentuated by the fire which destroyed the terminal 
building in August, 1959- In paragraph 3 he gives the history of the present 
meteorological situation in British Guiana and expresses the view that: "It  seems 
fantastic that today in a country the size of the British Isles, containing some 
sixty-four landing and water strips and two international airports, there is no 
single official capable of darrying out the routine of an assistant (let alone that 
of a forecaster) at a main meteorological office." 

3. Mr. Nicholls' recommendations are to be found at Paragraph 4 of the 
Report. The Government has accepted the recommendations in general and has 
taken action as follows : 

4.1. Additional Staff : Five meteorological assistants are being recruited. 

Provision of Training in Meteorology : Two of the recruited meteoro-
logical assistants will be attached to Piarco for training as early as 
possible. 

4.2. Meteorological Officers to be housed at Atkinson : Single accommo-
dation for five meteorological assiS'tants is being provided at Atki n son. 

4.3. Testing of Hydrogen Generator at Atkinson: H y d rogen for pilot bal-
loons is now obtained from the Demerara Oxygen Company and 
the pressure generator at Atkinson Field is no longer needed. 

Pilot Balloons: Pilot Balloons will be resumed as soon as practicable 
after the recruitment and preliminary training of the five meteorological 
assistants. 

4-4 Distant-Reading Anemometer and Wind Vane: The distant-reading 
anemometer and wind vane has been i nstalled in the Control Tower 
and is working satisfactorily. Suitable wind indicating instruments 
have been selected and are on order. 

4.5. Cloud-Searchlight: The cloud searchlight has been re-sited and re-
conditioned. It is now working satisfactorily. 

4.6. Operations Room: Government has agreed to separate meteorolo-
gical duties from Air Traffic Control. The Operations Room will 
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therefore be used only by Air Traffic Control Officers while the 
Meteorological Assistants will do their observing out of doors. 

4.7 Weather Repor:ts: The recommendation by Mr. Nicholls with regard 
to the preparation of weaither reports will be put into effect when the 
new Meteorological Assistants assume duty. 

4.8. Selected Special Reports: The issue of Selected Special Reports will 
be commenced as soon as practicable after the recruitment and prelim-
inary training of the five Meteorological Assistants. 

4. Paragraph 5 deals with planning to meet future requirements. The Gov-
ernment a!ITees that "there is already the near prospect of a communication:s basis 
for a small meteorological network" and that when Lethem is opened to traffic at 
night, round-the-clock weather reporting there will be essential to aircraft safety. 
Further, that within the next five to ten years, there will be an imperative require-
ment for a meteorological service based in British Guiana. The first step towards 
making such a service possible may be said to be the recruitment of !the five 
meteorological assistants. The possible extension of the observational network 
and the need for supervision and maintenance of standards suggest that a higher 
grade of meteorological appointment will have t o be made in British Guiana within a 
few years. The building up of even a modest meteorological service will re-
quire an experienced officer with an academic "Honours" background in charge. 
Mr. Nicholls observes "that it will be upwards of 1:en years before such an officer 
can achieve the necessary training and experience to suit him for the post. He 
recommends the early selection for training of a Guianese with an "Honours" 
degree in Mathematics and Physics. 

Government has accepted this recommendation and Finance Committee is 
being asked to make provision on supplementary estimates for a post of Meteoro-
logical Officer in Training on the salary scale A. 3 (3,696-$6,720 per annum). 
It will be a condition that candidates for appointment to this post must be British 
Guianese with an "Honours" Degree in Mathematics and Physics. 

S. It will, therefore, be observed that most of the deficiencies to which 
attention was drawn in the Report and which could be remedied immediately 
have been so remedied and that active steps are being taken to lay the ground-
work for a proper Meteorological Service for aviation purposes in British Guiana. 
C.W. 344/IV. 
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