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to note that when the Constitution was suspended in October 1953 the 

British ruling class in a White Paper declared that we had been supporting 

terrorists in Malaysia and Kenya. But time has vindicated our stand, he 

said, when the PPP did not join the wolf pack in blockading Cuba. Dr. 

Jagan wrote: 

We are proud that we played a role however small in bringing 

independence to many colonies and socialism to Cuba. 

 In the eyes of the PPP, genuine proletarian internationalism is an 

essential aspect of true patriotism.  One of the PPP's greatest achievements 

was the forging of unity between the major ethnic groups, Blacks and 

Indians. And in many other ways the PPP fulfilled its role as the vanguard 

party. We were the first in the Caribbean to attack the Puerto Rican 

economic planning model which was held up in the late 1940s as the 

panacea of the ills facing the Guyanese and Caribbean people. 

 When we pointed out the weakness of the Caribbean Federation as 

a glorified crown colony and refused to joint it we were attacked. Many of 

the shortcomings of CARIFTA and CARICOM which the PPP from the 

very beginning exposed because of its wary view are now coming to light. 

 And Mr. Speaker, even on the question of dress reforms we were 

the first to introduce the shirt-jack. We pioneered the way in emphasizing 

our own history and culture. 

 The PPP government cancelled the lease to the golf club known as 

the National Park, one of the bastions of colonial privilege. 

 And above all we were the first to propagate the ideology of 

Marxism/Leninism. 

 So these were the achievements and even looking at them today, 

they are impressive by any standards. 
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in terms of our struggle. There are few persons who are sitting in this 

House, who would have experienced the period which as a youngster 

myself and others passed through, for we walked with those leaders, we 

talked with them, and we understood the real purpose of their struggle. 

 Growing up, I heard all the great things about freedom and 

liberty, but then I was to experience these things just outside of my home, 

in my life. So I joined the band of those youngsters in the Pioneer Youth 

League which was then headed by one of our guests here today, Brindley 

Horatio Ben, to learn or gain this experience. 

 I walked with them and understood that the 70% and more 

mentioned as not a reality, but I can tell you I saw it. I was at these 

meetings held in the city of Georgetown in particular. I can name all of 

our meeting areas – Parade Ground, Bourda Green, Cummings and 

Middle Streets, Carmichael and New Market Streets, Kingston, Kitty – 

which I was about to learn and gain from. 

 What I learnt in that period is that the important thing is for a 

people to manage their own affairs. That is very very important. 

 Some may not understand that the British did not give the 

concession of adult suffrage because they were so happy and lovable to 

us. It was gained via the Waddington Constitution Commission, by way 

of struggle, by way of protests, by way of actions. [Interruption] 

 Yes, protests helped us, there is no doubt about that. I stood many 

times to hear the leaders speak at the parade Ground, leaders like Cheddi 

Jagan, Forbes Burnham, Jainarine Singh, Clinton Wong, who all made 

their impact on the people just a few feet away from where the governor 

lived at the State House. The only message they gave there was 'we want 

to be free people; we want to manage our own affairs for the 

development of this country.' 

 For this reason when I started I said that a spark was lit. That 

period was the jumping-off point from which this struggle started. I  
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