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1986-12-22   NATIONAL ASSEMBLY   14:05 – 14:15 hrs 

 

14:05 hrs 

OATHS  

 

 The Speaker: Comrades and Honourable member, I have received from Cde. Robert 

Williams a letter tendering his resignation as a member of the National Assembly with effect from 

13th November, 1986. With Cde. Williams’ resignation a vacancy has been created in the National 

Assembly. In accordance with section 99A of the Representation of the People Act, Chapter 1:03 I 

called upon the Representative of the list of Candidates from which Cde. Williams’ name was 

extracted to further extract from the said list the name of a person to fill the vacancy. I have been 

informed that the name of Cde. Faith Azalea Harding has been extracted from the list and Cde. 

Harding was on the 17th December, 1986 declared an elected member of the National Assembly. 

Cde. Harding ceases to be a non-elected member of the Assembly and having been elected will have 

to take the oath as an elected member. The oath will now be administered to Cde. Harding.  

 Cde. Dr. Harding who was present made and subscribed the oath. 

 The Speaker: On behalf of the members of the Assembly and myself, I wish to congratulate 

Cde. Harding on her becoming an elected member of the Assembly and to extend our best wishes to 

her. She can now vote in the National Assembly. 

LEAVE TO MEMBERS 

 The Speaker: Leave has been granted to Cde. Parris up to the 27th December, Cde. Amna 

Ally up to the 31st December and Cdes. Sharma, Corbin, Bend-Kirton and Sankar and Mr. M.F. 

Singh for today’s sitting. 

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS ETC. 

 The following papers were presented: 

(1) Annual Report of the Guyana National Co-operative Bank for the year 1985. 

(2) Financial Paper No. 4/1986 – Schedule of Supplementary Provision on the Current and 

Capital Estimates totaling $29,446,898 for the period ended 2nd December, 1986 

(Advances made from the Contingencies Fund in 1986).  

 

In terms of Standing Order No. 68(1) the Minister of Finance named Monday 29th December, 

1986 as the day for the consideration of the Financial Paper in Committee of Supply. 
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1986-12-22        14:05 – 14:15 hrs 

 

(1) Loan Contract between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the Inter-American 

Development Bank (Industrial Reactivation Programme) dated November 1, 1985 – Loan 

No. 154/IC-GY. 

(2) Loan Contract between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the Inter-American 

Development Bank (Programme for the Rehabilitation of the Guyana Electricity 

Corporation) dated November 1, 1985 – Loan No. 163/IC-GY. 

(3) Loan Contract between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana and the Inter-American 

Development Bank (Programme for Human Resources Training and Development) dated 

December 27, 1985 – Loan No. 780/SF-GY 

(4) State Pension (Joseph Augustus Alexander) Order 1986 (No.58) made under Section 4 of 

the State Pensions Act, Cap. 27:04, on 18th November, 1986 and published in the 

Gazette on 22nd November, 1986. [The Minister of Finance] 

(5) Annual Report of the Ministry of Agriculture for the year 1985. 

[The Minister in the Ministry of Agriculture]. 

 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 

 The Minority Leader (Dr. Jagan): Cde. Speaker, in view of the mis-information which was 

carried in the media, confirmed by the State and the ruling PNC Party as Leader of the Opposition I 

wish to take this opportunity to put the records straight. 

 I issued a statement on December 6th, 1986 that neither the Daily Chronicle nor the New 

Nation published in detail nor in full and the facts are: (1) It is not true that the New Nation on the 

3rd August in its editorial stated that it was quoted seeking to negotiate increase salary and 

emoluments for myself.  
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1986-12-22        14:55 – 15:05 hrs 

 

Order No. 34 is intended to further the process of rationalisation of consumption tax rates and in 

this particular case, it is intended to modify the rates associated with some luxury items imported in 

Guyana and involve 5 per cent movement in the rates of the item shown.  

 

Motion proposed.  

 

Cde. Dr. C. Jagan: Cde. Speaker, the hon. Minister referred to rationalisation in this 

exercise of raising consumption taxes by 5 percent on the rates which are listed in the Consumption 

Tax Act of 1984. The amount of 5 percent meaning that 25 percent will increase to 30 percent and 45 

percent will go to 50 percent. In looking through this previous Order No.68 of 1984, one sees all 

kinds of thing being imported in the country. 
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1986-12-22         15:35 – 15:45 hrs 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

15:35 hrs 

 

The Prime Minister: Cde. Speaker, as you observed a moment ago, this significant 

religious anniversary would be celebrated before we meet again and I think for most of us 

the most significant of Guyanese festivals is Christmas come 25th December, not only for 

small children but those of us who are adults look forward to this particular event on our 

annual calendar, not only to make merry, not only to forget the normal chores of the day 

but I think most of all we look forward to this time in this country when traditionally we 

can forget our differences and really enjoy the season of peace and goodwill. A peace which 

we in this country enjoy and will continue to enjoy for some years to come and I will like 

Cde. Speaker, in the spirit of goodwill and harmony to thank you for your very kind wishes 

on behalf of the Government benches and to add my own special wishes to you Cde. 

Speaker, and to my friends on the other side, particularly my good friend, the very 

charming person Dr. Cheddi Jagan. It is at this time that Dr. Jagan’s charm really comes 

out. To Mr. Eusi Kwayana, Mr. Marcellius Singh who is not in his seat today to wish them 

a very very happy season and to extend a hand of friendship and look forward to us working 

together as a team, a strong patriotic team to make 1987 a significant year where we can 

work together to turn things around and make this country a great place. Once more, Cde. 

Speaker, joyous greetings so you and all of us and may we all with a degree of control enjoy 

the peace that we have in this country at Christmas. 

 

Cde. C. Jagan: Cde. Speaker, I too would like to joint in expressing our good wishes 

to you and your staff in this House, also to the people in this section of work, parliamentary 

section who have to do the donkey work in the back rooms. We at this time obviously would 

like to join in the merry making which is traditional in Guyana at Christmas time. I do 

hope that the Government will change its mind and not only we in this House will be 

celebrating but they will pay the people the five percent which they promise to pay early 

this year and did not pay so that they too can enjoy a little bit because you cannot enjoy 

Christmas unless you have some material thing. The spirit does not work well when the 

material things are not there to grease it and the material things are very essential 

specially when you have to buy and the five percent will go a long way to help. It is not 

much but it was promised and the people are expecting it and I will urge the Prime 

Minister, he is a charming fellow too but unfortunately he does not implement that smile 

when it comes to certain policies and so I would like to make an appeal to the Government, 

also to urge that this House functions a litter better. They started out well this year and 

they slipped again and I don’t know what is the reason for this. Cde. Speaker, I am afraid 

about two dozen motions and questions have not yet found themselves on the notice paper, 

over two dozen and as usual we have been complaining about the House not meeting on 

Wednesdays. Since the recess we only met I think twice and we did not meet on a 

Wednesday as we are supposed to meet. I would suggest that the Government and the 

Prime Minister and the Leader of  
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1986-12-22         15:35 – 15:45 hrs 

 

the House should look into the staffing of the House. The Speaker, does not even have a 

secretary, how do you expect the Speaker, to work properly. The Clerk of the Assembly 

needs more help, please look into the budget of the Parliament so he can function more 

efficiently with a lot of cheer and happiness in this House. Anyway Happy Christmas. 

 

 Mr. Kwayana: Mr. Speaker, I am sure that for yourself your recent experience is a 

bit of damper at this time and for that reason I shall curtail my remarks somewhat.  I am 

not known for social graces. I should like to say that we should wish Happy Christmas not 

only to one another as colleagues but to the wider community beginning with the staff here 

who served us very faithfully at our all too infrequent meetings, meetings which often 

ended in utter futility in which the Executive failed to honour the orders of the Assembly 

except perhaps when it was to offer condolences. 

 

 Many of us at Christmas time forget the humility of the stable of Nazareth and 

acquire devious taste which drives us sometimes into all kinds of errors. While the masses 

of the people cannot really think about a really happy Christmas or at least one lasting 

more than for one meal. I am a country boy. I cannot help this. However, the Prime 

Minister said that in his graciousness he was able to find a home for a certain Ambassador. 

I congratulate him. I met a female citizen a few months ago who was complaining of having 

a housing card since 1960 without being able to find a house. 
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