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1984-11-02                              14:35 – 14:45 hrs 
National Assembly 

14:35 hrs 
(Cde. Dr. Cheddi Jagan continues) 
And so in more recent times especially in this very aggravated period when there is an attempt again 

not only just to resuscitate the cold war, but to roll back socialism, to stop National Liberation 

Movements, and to destroy revolutionary governments, progressive governments, anti imperialist 

governments and to set up puppets in various parts of the world, in that part of the world, Pakistan 

being armed to the teeth with an alliance agreement with imperialism and $3-1/2 billion in weapons: 

this was the challenge which was facing India. It was not only to fight against revolutionary 

Afghanistan, but to destroy India, and particularly because of the role Indira Ghandi played in the Non-

Aligned Movement. In 1979, there was a great deal of abuse in the Western camp about Fidel Castro 

having the chairmanship of the Non-Aligned Movement. And there was no doubt, hope that when the 

change took place, that perhaps the changes will also occur within the Non-aligned Movement but that 

was not to be, for Indira Ghandi carried on in the tradition of those who were firmly anti-imperialism 

who were committed to the principles of non-alignment which were enunciated in 1947 in Delhi, and 

later in 1955 at Bandag – that is that states must not join military blocks and they must fight against 

colonialism, neocolonialism, imperialism, racism, apartheid and later sionism. There were the principles 

which she stuck to. Imperialism was not able to turn her from the course which her father set in those 

early days and which militants and revolutionaries like Fidel Castro carried on with. How then to move 

this great nation? A nation of so many people who can exercise a tremendous political force depending 

on which side she goes. It was for this reason that imperialism began its intrigues in India. We saw that 

before in Nigeria when imperialism attempted to break away from Africa, its most profitable state 

because of its oil wealth. Unfortunately that failed and so we had in India too in recent times, many 

attempts to break up India to cause trouble here and there so that India will not play the role it is 

playing especially in the non-aligned movement, and on the world scene in the cause of people and 

progress. We have already accounts of what happened in Punjab. We read where when those who 

wanted to make a separate state, they used the religious temple, the Sikh Temple as a refuge to carry 

on their subversive activities. We saw too when that happened there were suggestions by the Indian 

Government that Pakistanis disguised as Sikhs and encouraging them were also present. Unfortunately 

in that skirmish, the religious head of the Sikhs was killed and then there was a threat that Indira 

Ghandi would be assassinated. 
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1984-11-02                     14:35 – 14:45 hrs 

 

It did not take long before tragedy occurred and thus I related this not because I want to give political 

lesson here, but for us to understand that when you begin to fight for peace, for progress, you find 

yourself coming against imperialism and reaction. We have always to keep this in mind. If we are to 

progress to make the necessary alliances so as to create the necessary unity inside the country and the 

necessary alliances outside in order to circumvent the wiles and tricks and the stratagem, their 

reactionary friends who sometimes are very much in our midst in these countries. 

 Cde. Speaker, let us hope that the Indian Government and the people of India will use good 

sense and judgement to stop any kind of blood bath because in such a situation there is a lot of 

emotionalism. I think as the new Prime Minister just said, not all Sikhs are disloyal. The President of 

the Republic of India is himself a Sikh and we know that the vast majority of Sikhs did not go along 

with the extremists. They wanted a degree of autonomy, but they wanted to be within the union, the 

single State of India and not to have a separate State. Therefore, let us hope that the Indian 

Government along with friends would be able to stop any further bloodshed in this very dangerous 

situation and at the same time let us hope that the new leadership will be able to hold India together. 

This was the illustrious role played by Indira Ghandi, because of her stature she was able to do this. 

Now that she has gone with the divisions and subdivisions which have taken place in the political life in 

India in the last one and a half decades. Clearly the will or means to resist imperialism has been 

weakened and therefore, I hope that the new leadership will be able to surmount these divisive 

influences and all these outside interferences whose aim is to break up India and turn India away from 

the path of non-alignment, the path of fighting for peace, disarmament and social progress. I join with 

the Members of the Government in expressing our very deep sympathy and our condolences to the 

family of Indira Ghandi. 

 Question put, and agreed to. 

 Members stood in silence for 1 minute. 

 Motion carried. 
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1984-11-02         14:45 – 14:55 hrs 

areas. The institute will take account of every one of the equal zones to which I referred. 

However, for the very fact that the majority of people at the moment live on the Coast, the first 

effort is being made to do research on the Coast and the institute at the Mon Repos Complex 

will be the nucleus around which research would take place. The intermediate savannahs will 

be headquartered at Ebini and the other areas will be developed as the institute gets on its 

feet. This research institute will cater not only for what we regard as plant life and trees, but 

will cater for livestock, fisheries and later forestry. 
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1984-11-02         14:55 – 15:05 hrs 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

14:55 hrs 

(Cde. H. Green continues) 

Another important area will be the question of seeds that will really grow and make the farmer 

a more prosperous person and reduce the hazards we have at the moment where sometimes 

when a seed is planted we pray that something will be produced. 

 Cde Speaker, I intimated that this is a non-contentious Bill, that the main function of 

the committee as proposed is to report and advise the Minister on policy matters relating to 

agricultural research and I repeat that the Council will deal with agricultural research and 

they will in turn give advice to the relative agency. One may ask what about the IST. IST will 

be working closely with this new institution and will remain as the sort of umbrella 

organisation through which science developed in this country will be channelled. 

 Cde. Speaker, Guyana number of things which can be found in the earth. The 

establishment of this institute to make further use of the human resources we have is one 

further step by the Government to ensure that agriculture is given the support and to build our 

economy and ensure that we attempt to feed not only ourselves but our neighbours in the 

Caribbean and indeed the millions of people in the world who need the food from the land we 

have in abundance. Cde. Speaker, I commend this honourable Bill to this House. 

 Question proposed: 

 The Speaker: Dr. Jagan. 

 Cde. Dr. Jagan: Cde. Speaker, the Vice President in introducing the Bill said it is not a 

matter of much controversy. I agree with him, however, I would like to note that it seems 

rather strange after twenty years of being in the Government, now we have to see the light of 

day of such a Bill, but that is not the main point. It is not that there was nothing before. For 

instance, in the explanatory note, it says 'The main functions of the Agricultural Research 

Committee as proposed, are to advise the Minister on matters of policy relating to agricultural 

research and to supervise and control the functioning and activities of the National 

Agricultural Research Institute of Guyana.' He was being advised all these twenty years. All 

we are doing is changing that organisation for another one in the related committee and what 

about research? We had under the old colonial regiment in the Sugar Industry one of the best 

research stations in the world. 
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1984-11-02         14:55 – 15:05 hrs 

A Bookers Official – I forgot his name now, has written papers and all kinds of things about the 

wonderful research which was found in Guyana particularly with respect to sugar. What 

happened to that station, it is closed up. There are no more research in rice, we had Indian 

experts brought here to do research in rice. What is happening now Cde. Speaker, the people 

are going back to … because they cannot get fertilisers now and they have to go with grass-

knives now because they cannot get combines. What about the agricultural station at Mon 

Repos – that was supposed to be an external station but it is practically closed Mr. Speaker, I 

think the North Koreans are now trying to pump some life into it. Now they are setting up a 

second agricultural committee within the National Research Council, so we are now going to 

set up this one which is going to work in that one. Why all of this? Tell us why all these and the 

others which I referred to failed. Cde. Speaker, nobody is against research but when we reach 

the stage where in the rice industry we are producing less than twenty years ago, despite all 

the research and the improved facilities and everything, then we must ask ourselves serious 

questions if we are to achieve the aim which the Vice President spoke about, not only to feed 

ourselves but to feed the West Indies. 

 Cde. Speaker, the fundamental question which should be discussed is who is going to … 

the American line …… I have said it over and over again. Let the Board serve the farmers, 

right now the farmers are being pushed around. 
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1984-11-02               15:05 – 15:15 hrs 

NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 

15:05 hrs 

(Cde. Dr. Jagan continues) 

 

Right now the farmers are being pushed between the Board and the others. I was told in 

Essequibo recently that farmers have to leave their padi for two or three days waiting for it to 

be taken in. this was at Anna Regina. Go to the West Cost, Demerara, and to Ruimveldt and it 

is the same thing – two, three days, sometimes a week. Padi is being wet by rain: there is no 

protection. Not only are the bags ruined but the padi is germinating right there when it is 

waiting to go to the mill to be milled into rice. After the man has dried the padi, either in the 

field or on the road, and he takes it there, it gets wet all over again and then they deduct for 

moisture content. Is that the research that they are talking about here? Go into the fields and 

see what is happening! What does the farmer do when faced with that calamity? He goes to the 

millers and I am told that in one case the farmer had to accept $26 a bag when the price of a 

bag of padi is around $36. What else is he to do? Do you think research is going to help him? 

 There are the facts which the Ministry and the Government must try to look at with 

haste. Maybe it cannot be done in this way. They are talking. Let us sit around the table, right 

here in a sub-committee, if you want, and discuss what is going to help agriculture in Guyana, 

because it is certainly not being helped. All you have to do is to walk out of this building and go 

right across the river and you will see what is happening. 

 I would urge the Ministers of the Government, if they are serious about agriculture, to 

do something. It is no use talking about it. Talking alone is not doing to help. They have first to 

democratize this industry, not just to dismantle it at the whims of the Americans, and they 

have to see that the farmers have a big say in the running of this industry, not only in rice, but 

in other sections of the industry. Go into the Berbice River area where farmers were getting 

food through the F.A.O. and other agencies. They were getting flour and things to plant. Flour 

is cut out because the Government says that they cannot eat flour. 

 The Speaker: That is wheaten flour. 
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1984-11-02              15:05 – 15:15 hrs 

  

Cde. Dr. Jagan: Yes, you can eat rice flour. Correction taken. You are right. So those 

poor farmers went and produced corn and so on, but there is no transportation to bring down 

the corn. Go and see all the big buildings they put up all over the country. Big million dollar 

structures, marketing depots. They are all empty. Nothing is running. The marketing division 

is practically closed. Where are we going? Talk alone cannot help. You are making a lot of noise 

on the air and everyday there is something in the newspapers. That is not going to help the 

economy of Guyana and particularly the agriculture sector on which we are depending so much 

today. 

 I repeat, we are not against research. The bosses in the old days were only interested in 

sugar research. Wonderful: We went a step further and we did research in rice. We need 

research in cassava and plantains and those things but this has to be seen as an integrated 

question – how you treat the farmers, how you recognise their organisations, whether you 

recognise them or not and, like everything else, put them in control. You are not going to 

develop agriculture with bureaucrats sitting in Georgetown in agencies. 

 We therefore would like to say that we have no objection to this, but I want to say this is 

only paraphernalia. It is not getting down to the root of the problem, Vice-President and First 

Deputy Prime Minister. It is not going to get down to the roots at all. Think seriously about 

this question. Agriculture, as you rightly say, is going to be the backbone of the economic 

recovery in this country for the near future anyway and, consequently, if you come up with any 

concrete proposals you can have discussions with our side. We are willing to talk, to do 

anything to help the farmers and to help the country. We are willing to talk at any time you 

want. Let us get down to solving the problems by removing all the bottle-necks and then 

research is going to work. otherwise it will not help. 

 The Vice-President and First Deputy Prime Minister (Cde. Green): Cde. Speaker, I am 

very grateful to my good friend Dr. Jagan who supported the Bill. I would just like to comment 

briefly on some points. First, in terms of the operation of the Institute, all organisations 

representing various point of view, public sector, will have an opportunity to share in and 

participate in the deliberations so that my good friend need not fear that there will not be an 

attempt at the fullest involvement. 
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1984-11-02               15:05 – 15:15 hrs 

  

I would like to make just one correction that left the impression that we had already 

done all research. I suspect that Dr. Jagan was referring specifically to rice. It is important to 

note that whatever research may have taken place, research itself is an on-going process and 

can never come to an end. 

 The research we are talking about has to do with agriculture in its totality. I believe 

that one of the first tasks that this Institute will have is something which the Cde. Leader 

talked about some years ago. We need to look at our machines so that we can harvest rice and 

other crops in humid and even under wet conditions. This is the kind of research we are talking 

about, particularly related to and relevant to our circumstances, so that our young men and 

women will have the challenge as they now have to make research in a way that will help 

agriculture. I have no doubt that with the implementation and passage of this Bill you will see 

another attempt, with all the difficulties we have, to take agriculture to its rightful place of 

being the bedrock of the economy and of pushing Guyana ever forward – [Applause] 

 Question put and agreed to. 

 Bill read a Second time. 

 Assembly in Committee. 

 The Chairman: Comrades, as there is agreement on this Bill, I propose to merely call 

the numbers of the clauses. If anyone wishes to have any clause debated, he is free to say so. I 

will now put the clauses. 
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1984-11-02                15:15 – 15:20 hrs 

National Assembly 

15:15 hrs 

  

Assembly in Committee. 

 Clauses 1 to 39 agreed to and ordered to stand part of the Bill. 

 Assembly resumed. 

 Bill reported without Amendment, read the Third time and passed. 

 The Speaker: Cde. Attorney General. 

 The Attorney General: Cde. Speaker, the State Liability and Proceedings Bill/1984, was 

published on 23rd June, that is a little over four months ago and it was read for the first time 

on 27th August. I have deliberately arranged to defer the Second Reading in order to afford 

opportunity to interested persons, bodies and organisations to consider the Bill and to make 

any representations. As some time has elapsed, I had hoped to proceed with the remaining 

stages of the Bill today. However, shortly before the sitting commenced this afternoon, the Cde. 

Minority Leader was good enough to speak with me on the subject. He indicated that 

spokesman of his parliamentary party on the subject was intended to be Cde. Reepu Daman 

Persaud who unfortunately is at this time abroad. In the light of those circumstances the Cde. 

Minority Leader asked whether I would consider postponing the Second Reading and I am glad 

to say, Cde. Speaker that in keeping with the spirit of co-operation which should always guide 

our conduct both inside the Assembly and outside of here, I do accede to the request. Therefore, 

if it meets with your approval Cde. Speaker, I would propose that the Second Reading be 

deferred to the next sitting of the Assembly. 

 The Chairman: The Second reading of the Bill is deferred until we meet again. Cde. 

Leader of the House. 

 

ADJOURNMENT 

  

Resolved, "That this Assembly do now adjourn to a date to be fixed. [The Minister of 

Home Affairs] 

 Adjourned accordingly at 15:20 hrs. 

 

 


