3279 Members Present LEGISLATIVE

LEGISLATIVE  COUNCIL

THURSDAY, 18ru DECEMBER,
1952

The Council met at 2 pm., His
Fxeellency the Officer Administering
the Government, Mr. John Guich,
C.M.G,, C.B.E, President, in the Chair.

PRESENT

The President, His Excellency the
Officer Administering the Govern-
ment Mr. John Gutch, CM.G., O.B.E.,

The  Hon. the Colonial Secretary,
Me. J. L. Fletcher, OBE, 1D,
(Acting).

The Hon. the Attorney General, Mr.
F. W. Holder, Q.C.

The Hon. the Financial Secretary
and Treasurer, Mr. E. F. McDavid,
C.M.G., CB.E

The Hon. Dr. J. B. Singh, O.B.E. (Dem-
erara-Essequibo).

The Hon. Dr. J. A. Nicholson (George-
town North). '

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo River).

The Hon. €. P. Ferreiro (Berbice
River) ~

#

The Hon, T. T. Thompson {Nomi-
nated.)

The Hon. Capt J. P. Coghlan, (Dem-
erara River). ‘

The Hon. D. P. Debidin (Eastern
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Couneir, Bills—First Reading

The Hon. J. Fernandes (Georgetown

Clentral),

The Hon., Dr. 6. M. Gonsalves
{Fastern Berbice),

 The Hon. Dr. C. Jagan (Central

Demerara),

The Hon. W. O. R. Kendall (New Am-
sterdam) . ‘

The Hon. A. T. Peters (Western
Berbice)

The Hon. W. A. Phang
Western District).

(North

The Hon. G. H. Smellie (Nominated),

The Hon. J. Carter
South)

(Georgetown

The Hon. W. A, Ma cnie, CMG,

OC.B.E, (Nominated)
The Clerk read prayers.

The Minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Wednesday, the 17th
cf December, as printed and circu-
lated, were taken as read and con-
firmed,

ORDER OF THE DAY

Birrs — Fiest Reapine

On  ‘motions moved by  the
Attorney General seconded by the
Colonial  Seecretary, the following
Bills were read a fiist time: —

A Bill intituled *An Ordinance to
amend the Provisional Collection of
Taxes Ordinance.”

A Bill intituled “An Ordinance to
nrovide for the bettey conservation and
protection of wild life in the Colony,”

A Bill intituled *An  Ordinavee to
provide for the inspection of certain
premises in the City of Georgetown, the
towh of New Amsterdam, the Kitty and
Alexanderville village distriet and cer-
tain other arcas in the Colony; to pro.
vide for the elimination of fire hazards
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in connection with such biuldings; and
for purposes connected with the matters
aforesaid.”
Eeraptisament Or B.G. Ricn
Deverorment COMPANY

Counct] resumed the debate on the

following motion by the Financial
Secretary and Treasurer:—
“That, with relerence to Message

No. § of the 18th of November 1952, and
Message No, 10 of the 10th of Decem-~
per, 1952, and Message No. 11 of the
16th of December, 1952, from His Ex-
cellency the Officer Administering the
Clovernment, this Council approves of
the establishment of the British Guiana
Rice Development Company and of
the Agreement to  be entered into be-
tween the Government and the Com-
pany, and further approves of the
Guarantee by the Government of the

1 foans  and working

capital debenture ’
capital advances to be made to the

Company by the Colonial Development

Corporation.”

The President: The hon. Member
for Eastern Demerara was speak-
ing when the Council adjourned
vesterday afternoon.

My, Debidin: Yesterday after-
noon I endeavoured to place before
Members of this Council certain
facts which will show to what ex-
tent rice producers in normal circum-
stances have suffered setbacks and
adversities, not through their own
fault, but through the set-up in the
Rice Marketing Board and ‘the at-
titude of all concerned. The instances
to which I drew attention are only
some of the indications pointing
to the fact that if so much has been
dene that is inimical to the interests
of the rice producers in B.G., what
more might not be expected if this
new Development Company is formed
with the proposed powers and the
set-up  of a Joint Marketing Com-
mittee. I propose today to get to the
meat of this debate — to deal with
the Agreement and to point out

features in it which are certainly not
in the best interest of the rice pro-
ducers in British Guiana. 1 alse pro-
posa to put before hon. Members of
this Council certain salient proposals
which I feel should be the guiding
principles in this debate.

As vegards the Agreement, T wish
also to  draw aitention to another
fact which must challenge the
pecple’s imagination and give rise to
a great deal of misunderstanding and
deep misapprehensions on their part.
In the first place, one would expect
that the Memorandum and the
Articles of Association would have
been put forward to show the scope
within which this Company would
operate. It is essential, especially in
view of the very great powers which
would be allocated to the joint Mar-
keting Committee, that all the cards
should be placed on the table.

It seems to be a very unfortunate
reflection on Government, that it
should put forward this motion and
press for it to go through before the
end of the year, and before any other
document, such as the Loan Agree-
ment between this Colony and the
C.D.C, is considered. Had we this
document before us we would have
had a much better picture of the way
in which Government proposes to es-
tablish this new Company. We would
have got a much better picture of the
relationship between the peasant rice
farmers and the proposed Company,
and also of the relationship between
both of them and the Rice Marketing
Board. As it is, we are left in doubt
as to the full extent, but we have had
some inkling as to the very great
extent to which the Company would
stretch  its Memorandum and  its
Articles of Association, so as to
give it scope to funetion in this

Colony — not in the best interest of
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the rice producers, tc my mind. [
think we would have been able o
see, 1f we had all the facts before us,

whether it would be in the interest

of the producers for the Company to
function alongside the Rice Market-
ing Board. That is the fivst comment
I desire to make,

The secend comment deals with
what 1 regard as a complete break-
down of the original & intention, as
contained in clause 7 of the Rice
Marketing Ord. of 1950, Tt is perfectly

cleay to everyone of us who were
present at the debate which took
place when the C.D.C. was about
to come into this Colony, that
the = Corporation was doing seo
in  order to assist in develop-
ing the Colony’s . rice and other in-
dustries, including sugar; There is no
guestion about it that the head of
that organisation — Lord Trefgarne
— made a very important peint when
he explained that CD.C. funds
would be used to underprop develop-
ment in this Colony, and that the
organisation intended to engage il-
self in the cultivation of rice in a big
wav so as to increase production in
this respect. I would refer to two very
important passages - contained in
speeches made by the then Governor,
Sir Charles. Woolley, and by the
Financial Secretary himself in this
Council. T read, first of all, from the
statement made by His Excellency,
Sir Charles Woelley (then Governor),
on August 10, 1950. This, as we all
know, was a statement proposing the
new clause, and it was brought for-
ward on the day after I had raised
obiections against the Bill. His Ex-
cellency tried to justify the measure,

and said: ,
“ 1 would emphasize that one of the

principal purposes for which ;G?}?E"!’W
ment hopes to find  finance, if Clause

s1ATIvE CoUNCIL.
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. i3oa programme of long.
pioent of additional land”
- phasize the word “addi-
tional” because it deserves emphasis—
“to Increase the holdings of individual
farmers and to meet the needs of our

rapudly growing  population.  Thus.
while  we envisage that in the Esse-

quibe a substantial new area may be
pul wider mechanieal cultivation by

the proposed Corporation in order io
the mihinimum supply  of padi

vy for the regular operation of
the new mill 4t Anna Regina. this will
not be dobe  at the expense of land
already developed, ,.”

His Excellency made a very
important pronouncement there. ft
is clear that the area around Tapa-
cooma was earmarked for develop-
ment. We asked what about the area
around Torani, and we were told that
this statement did not affect lands
already taken up His Exeellency
went on to say:— ‘

“..As for the Corentyne, we hope
that supplies from existing fice areas.
supplemented by the expansion that is
taking place in Block I and else.
where, - will be sufficient fo avoid  the
rniecessity for the rew mill to have itz
own mechanically cultivate

T shall return to these statements
later, but that is a clear ides of what
the C.D.C intended to do.

It was put before the Evans Com-
mission, as the Financial Secretary
has pointed out, and there were
alternative proposals. It was men-
tioned that discussions had taken
place at the very  highest level
between - those concerned and the
Financial Secretary, and it was de-
cided that the C.D.C. would make a
loan on certain conditions. We have
seen today what those conditions are.
They would - provide the gilt-edge
security which would be a charge on
the Treasury and the financial re-
sources of the Colony. Because of
this change of heart on the part of
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the CDC —~ in  asking that
the loan be guaranteed by this
Government - we are told that be-
cause public funds are involved

arrangements have to be made so that
whatever happens fo the rice pro-
duecer in future the money would be
gecure, and enormous profits made
by the C.D.C

That is tremendously inimical
to the interest of the people,
because what the hon. Mover of the
motion is saying is that because this
money iz to be a charge on the
Government, the public may have to
find it some day. Therefore, as you
will find in the proviso, the mills
must pay and profits must be made
in order to secure this meagnificent
gesture on the part of the CD.C. In
demanding from this Colony a con-
dition which is an imposition on the
rice farmers of the Colony. That is
wreng; and when one locks at the
Agreement we find that Government.
instead of having a $10,000,000 Com-
pany, has decided to form by itgelf
a $2.000,000 Company by borrowing
£5,000,000 from the CD.C at f{re-
mendous guarantees and  securities.

Therefore, dealing with this very
first statement of Agreement I must
ask hon. Members to consider whe-
ther we are nof doing something
wrong by adopting something which
iz in consclence unnecessary, because
the Colony has developed the industry
on its own and is now borrowing
money on security in order to ex-
pand it. What is the need, there-
fore. for an Agreement of this nature?
What 5 the need for this set-up
which, originally, was intended to
protect not only the rice farmers but
the C.D.C also?

Motion—Fstab, of 18vn Dreemeer, 1952, Rice Development Coy.

3264

This is the stage at which I make

one of mv proposals. T feel —— and
this  would probably come in ihe

form of an alternative — that this
Colony, instead of accepling this
Agreement, should have made other
arrangements in view of the fact that
Government  owns  the scheme.
The scheme  has heen  described
as  a  piet  scheme, but 1 do
rot how it ;ecan  be a pilet
scheme when its is to run  for as
long as 10 vears. Let us sav that the
intention will be carried out fio
erect this mill on the Corentyne; it
seems 1o me that it is not necessary
to have a company with such exira-
ordinary powers. Why can’t more
power be given to the Rice Markei-
ing Board which has brought about
the erection of the Mahaicony-Abary
mill?  We were told that that is a
modern mill, and I have seen that
that is true. Was it necessary to have
a Company to erect that mill? This
loan has to be repaid to the C.D.C.,
and I think it would have bheen
quite a normal matter to oblain ad-
vances and erect the Corentyne mill

and then the Anna Regina mill

Further, 1 think the Mahaicony-
Abary scheme can pursue its own
course as regards exporiation .
something which the Board itself
would take up on its own. I do not

known whether this Company would
be allowed 10 years’ operation

at  a  profit which  would be
preferential. Tt seems to me that it
would have been wvery simple to
adjust this matter rather than
jeopardise the intevests of the pro-
ducers. With a prayer in myv heart

T am asking the Council to realize
that with such a set-up the Com-

pany’s {unctions are going to be dila-
tory.




[Mr. Debidin]

1 feel that we are putting our heads
in the lion’s mouth. If this Company
is to be formed the arrangements
should be meodified. I would like to
say that I have made some enquiries
in Jamaica where it is intended that
a development organisation should be
formed, but I have found that it
would not function in a similar
manner as this Company proposes to
do in this agreement, There are con-
cerns there with public funds or
subscribed funds which they use to
advance to farmers and other indus-
trial people, so that they may carry on
at a certain percentage of their
capacity.

is this Company a real develop-
ment company—something which is
required in British Guiana? Such an
undertaking as this——with $5,000,000
~ gan be of much help to the whole
of British Guiana, because it would
help agricultural development gener-
ally, and not only assist in the
expansion of the rice industry.

What is more realistic than having
a monopolistic concern set up which
is capable of doing harm? So I am
making the further point, that if
there is to be a company it should
be a public company at the very out-
set, Why should it be a private com-
pany with two shareholders who are
both of the Government? The Rice
Marketing Board, though it is not
admitted, is a quasi-Government
concern. I have asked pertinent
questions about the people there, but
they were turned down. as this
Counecil has no right to ask questions
about a private concern. But while
that is a quasi-Government concern,
vet we find the hon. the Financial
Secretary  and Treasurer in his
Budget address saying this:
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“1 should remind the Council that the
Rice Marketing Board has been and
stiil is passing through a period of some
financial stress,”

This body which is passing through
a financial stress, made some time
ago a grant of $162,000 which is now
being regarded as a loan to the
Mahaicony-Abary Scheme. It is per-
mitted to be a shareholder so as to
meet the requirements of a com-
pany with a minimum of two share-
holders. It is going into the proposed
company with $162,000, which it can-
not afford, according to the statement
of the hon. the Financial Secretary
and Treasurer. That money belongs
to the rice producers of this Colony
and, if the Rice Marketing Board is
left out of the picture, that money
can be given back to them to help
them. When the Rice Marketing
Board advanced that $162,000 to the
Mahaicony-Abary Scheme, it is clear
that it was the rice producers’ money
that had been advanced. Now that
the Board is becoming a shareholder
in this proposed Company to the
extent of $162,000, whose money it is?

The point T am making is: why not
iet the Company be a public one from
the start? I go further and say that as
a public company they can assist the
Government in making much better
advances to farmers for cultivating
and reaping their crops, either
through the Loan Banks or directly.
Then this Company will be truly a
Development Company for the rice
industry. Further, I find this Com-
pany is to operate particularly to
repay the Colonial Development Cor-
poraticn its money with interest at
the rate of 4% per cent.

What is a private company? This
ig a feature T am sure the hon. the
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Financial Secretary and Treasurer
would himself appreciate. There are
things which a private company can
do. I am reading from a text-book
on Company Law the special pro-

visions relating to private com-
panies:

YA privale company may consist of
wo members, A private company must
send with its annual velurn a certifi-
gigned by a divector and the

that the company has not
any invitation to the public.

return need not inclyde

The
a balance sheet”

I wonder if the hon. the ¥Financial

annual

Secretary  and Treasurer would tell

UE

The Financial Secretary and Treasurer:
I hope the hon, Member is reading
from a proper texi-book. It does
not say a private company has not
to prepare a balance sheef, but that
it ig not compelled to file one. That
is a different thing.

Mr. Debidin: T am glad the hon .the
Financial Secretary has said that
It is “Topham’s Company Law” 1
think the hon. the Attorney General
will agree that it is regarded as the
leading authority on Company Law.

The Attormey General: One of them.

Mr, Carter: It is a students’ text-book.

The Financial Seeretary and Treasurer:
I started with Topham’s,

Mr. Debidin: T am glad the hon. the
Financial  Secretary started witih
Topham’s, as I did too. The hon. the
Financial Secretary and Treasurer
would agree that they need not file
a balance sheet, that they need not
hold meetings, and a statement in
liew of the prospectus need not be ve-
stered  even though no prospectus
1as been issued,

The Financial Secretory and Treasurern
v 1 intervene to agk the hon, Mem-

ber to read what a public company
has to do? That is why T suggest
this is not the time to do it. It would
be much more interesting to say
what a public company has to do.

My, Debidin: { believe that the hon.
the Financial Secretary and Treas-
urer would like me to remove
from this Council’s congideration the
wenkness of a private company. That
ig why 1 particularviy read the head-
lines which say “Specicl Provisions
relating  to  private  compoenies”.
What happens to a public company?
We all know that being bigger i
scope it must have a balance sheet
and prospectus. T know he is anxioug
for me to close this text-book., 1t i
clear, What 1 am endeavouring to
say is this: here we arve starting off
with this private company being
given tremendous power under the
ramous clause 9. T think it is the same
as clause 7 of the 1950 Amendment
Bill.

With  that particular clause as
it is, where a private company will

have all these conditons that they
can  function under — what they

need not do and what they need
ao—it is not so much what they
need do. T believe at the beginning
we should try {o do the best, but the
tact remains that a private company
need neot do so many things. A pri-
vate company need not disclose to
is in short what T am saying and,
therefore, in the light of the exireme
powers  given uander this clause 9,
it shows that it would have heen
more desirable, perhaps, to have a
public company at the outset and let
the goneral laxpavers have an op-
e subseribe
share of 3100, so that they would ha

dunity  io

Ve

Qe




[Mr. Debidin] L
an opportunity of seeing how this
Company is progressing. Rather than
having that, what do we find? 1
shall now read paragraph 7 of the
Message, No, 8, which says:

“In the first stage of the Company’s
operations it will be a private com-
pany, the sole share-holders being the
Government and the Rice Marketing
Board, But it will be the policy of thg
CGovernment that the Company should
bhe converted into a public company as
soon as is shares can be demonstrated
in a prospecius fo be a reasonably
profitable " and safe investment that
can  be offered for public subscrip-
tion...”

Twe points arise immediately. Does
it mezan the Government does not
know if it is a safe proposition? The
wording of the paragraph suggests
that they are not sure that it will be
a payable concern. It means then that
the second inference that can be
drawn is that it is left to the Govern-
ment to rehabilitate the various con-
cerns—the Anna Regina mill, ete—
and it may be that you will not get
a footing for a long number of years.
In the meantime here is this Com-
pany, which is supposed to protect
public interest, to be operated until
it is reasonably profitable and safe
as an investment for public subscrip-
tions. After that is done some suit-
able arvrangement is to be made be-
tween the Company and the Rice
Marketing Board by which the rice
producers will be afforded priovity
in investing in the shaves of the Com-
pany.

We  have it that in another
place a statement has been made
that the rice producers will be given
shares and the amounts will be de-
ducted by the Rice Marketing Board,
of course, with the consent of the
persons concerned. It these deductions
are o be made, T wventure fo say
the intention is, when this
Government and this Company find

that

£ Councin Ric
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themselves  in difficulties, possibly
the present independent rice farmers
will be called upon to take over the
Company at that stage and help fo
amertize its commitments. I believe

that is one of the intentions ex-
pressed.

I will not say that a public com-
pany at the outset is the best thing,
because 1 say there is no need for a
company at this time. But if you
have to form this Company, let it be
something whereby the taxpayer
and the ordinary rice producer can
take a $100 share and have a say in
the operation of the Company The
rice  producers
will not have a say in the Company,
but will have a possible say in the
Rice Marketing Board which has a
possible say in the Company,

Why the hon. the Financial Secre-
tary and Treasurer did not tell us
more about the number of Directors,
so  as to make this Council know .
what percentage of representation =
the Rice Marketing Board will have
on the Directorate? o

The Financinl Secretary and Treasurer:
i must object to that. I took great
pains to explain what the Articles
of Association provided. I said the
Directors will be not less than five
and not more than ten, and 1 went
on to elaborate the point, so much so,
that I illustrated by an analogy of
my own case.

Me. Debidin: 1 do not remember
that. " The point I am making is that
the rice farmers of this Colony will
pe getting a two-fifth representation -
through the Board, if there are ten
Directors. We have nothing to
provent  what may be taking place
in this Company with a bare repre-
sentation  which may not be, asg in
the case of the hon. the Financial

of British Guiana |
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Secretary and Treasurer, a waich-
dog. What does a watch-dog do in this
particular case? He sees something is
going on, but he has a feeble voice.
A majority of the Directors may
pass something and that watch-dog
can just bark and do nothing more.
That is the posititon today to some
extent in the Rice Marketing Board
Lower down in the Agreement we
find reference to the Rice Marketing
(Amendment) Ordinance of 1850
which inserts a new section 21A,
sunsection (3) of which reads:

The Agreement shall be subject to
the prior aprm’al_c}f the Legislative
Council and  shall include such pro-

vidiong as mayv be necessary for the
purpose of e
{a) evpsuring the promotion and

advancement of the rice indus-
tyy  and the protection of the
interests  of rice producers in
the Colony generallv:...”

But in peragraph 1 of the Draft
Agreement we find this:
“In accord  with the objects for

which the Company is esiablished the
Company undertakes and agrees —

{a) that the operations of the
Company  shall at  times be
directed {p the promotion and
advancement of the rice indus-
try in the Colonyv..”

Why was the positive statement
in  section 21A—“and the pro-
tection of the interesis of rice pro-
ducers wn the Colony generally’—
not placed in that paragraph?
There is no positive statement
indicating the . intention of this
Agreement, or of the Government as
to who will administer the Agreement
to protect the intersis of the rice pro-
ducers. One wants to know what are
the intentions. As T said, the his-
tory of the world is fast changing.
They may tell vou something and
accuse  you of something they them-
gelves are guilty of, The clear inten-
ton is drawn out in (b)y which reads:

1952, Rice Development Coy. 3294

“that for the beiter protection of the
interasts of rice producers in the Colony
generally  in relation to the operations
of the Company, the . Articles of As
sociation of the Company shall at all
times include provisions by which two
direciors of the Company shuall be ap-
pointed,  one on the nomination of
the Council of the British Guiana Rice
Producers’ Associgtion established un-
der the British Guiana Rice Producers’
Agsoctation Ovdinance, 1846 (No. 7
ot 1946) ard the other on the nomina-
tion  of the British @ Guiana Rice
Marketing Beard, in this Agreement
referred to as “the Board”.

That is how they deported from the
positive statement that this Company
will protect the interests of the
rice producers.

The Financial Secretary and Treasurer:
I must intervene again. The hon.
Member has quoted from a paragraph
of subsection (3) of the section which
says the Agrveement shall contain
provisions as may be necessary for
the purpose of doing so and so, What
the hon. Member is reading from are
the provisions designed to ensure
that, as they are positive provisions.
I do not quite understand how the
hon. Member could have said there
are no positive provisions designed to
carry out the objects of the section.

Mr. Debidin: I expect it to say “and
to protect the rice farmer”. In other
words, the point I am making is
precisely this: the sum total of the
protection of the rice industry is
contained in (b). In the absence of a
positive statement and with only (b)
existing, I am right in making the
interence that since in the original
Ordinance of 1950 the intention was
to protect the rice producers of this
Colony, and sinece all that is stated
in  this Agreement is the appoint-
ment of two members to the Coun-
cil, I say that the rice producers of
British  Guiana  have
tection whatever, 1 wish to make
this clear to hon. Members, as they

sol no pro-
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[Mr. Debidin] ,

seem  not to follow the point [ am
making. It is clear that this Agree-
ment requires the Company to do
two things under the Amendment
Ordinance of 1950, In the Agree-
ment it is provided that for the
better protection of the interests of
the rice producers two members
will be appointed. That is the sum
total of the protection which is be-
ing offered by the Agreement. The
law states that certain provision must
e made, and [ challenged the hon.
ihe Financial Secretary and Treasurer
tn say what are the provisions in this
Agreement, because the original
iaw as amended says that provisions
must be made in this Agreement.

I am pointing out that there is
so  far, the bare provision that
two members from the Board
will be appointed to the directorate
of this Company. 1f that is all the
protection given, T go further and
say it is no protection, because it is
a small wvoice of one-fifth or one-
tenth, as the case may be, and there-
fore it is no protection. If vou are
going to have proper profection in
the rice industry, then have an equal
percentage on the directorate of the
rice preducers of this couniry, be-
cause after all they come inte the
picture in two aspects —their per-
sonal interest in the industry and as
general taxpayers. If they are ap-
pointed on  the direcforate of the
Company in equal strength, it would
then probably give protection to
the rice industry. In other words,
it is merely, to my mind, something
tha! mystifies rather than helps.

There is another aspect of this

very paragraph (b}, Why is it we
are tatking about the prefection of

the interests of the rice producers,
vet we find in the Agreemoent that

the two directors of the Company
shall be appointed, one on the nomi-
nation of the Council of the British
Guiana Rice Producers’ Association
and the other on the nomination of

the British Guiana Rice Marketing
Board? In other words, why isit

left to the Rice Marketing Board to
appoint someone outside the Board?

That is what the interpretation is.
I believe the hon. the Attorney
General  can  interpret  {for us

whether 1 am correct in that observ-
ation. It says “on the nomination
of ithe British Guiana Rice Market-

ing Board”, but it does not say the -

two  directors shall be from the

Board.

The Finoncial Secretary and Treasurer:
It is quite understood. It is not in-
tended to mean that the directors
shall be either members of the
Board, or of the Association, or
otherwise. Both bodies can nominate
members of their own bodies or
persons from outside, if they like.

Mr. Debidin: I am glad for that ex-
planation, That was at the hack of
my mind. T feel with all due respect
that will be an objectionable feature.
If we are going to set up something
that is democratic, the accredited
body is the Rice Producers’ Associa-
tion. But on the other hand thev
would like to be able to say “We
would like to nominate someone
within our ranks”, which they have
a vight to do. But this is what they
say: “The Council of the Rice Pro-
ducers’  Association will have the
right to appoint one director”. What
I am taking objection to is this: if
the Board can nominate from out-
side, it foilows then that the nomi-
nee may be somebody who has not
sot the interests of the rice industry
at heart. That is to mv mind some-
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thing which has always been occur-
ing on the Board, especially where
vou have a majority with the
Chaiman having o casting vote and
being a non-producer. It seems to me
desirable — and I make this as a
suggestion which I feel is reasonable
— that the two dirvectors to be ap-
pointed should come from the rice
producers of the Colony, and it
should not be left to the Board to
say they appoint Mr. John or Mr.
¥rank Stockdale who may not have
any -connection with the indusiry.

The Financial Secretary and Treasuren
He is dead.

Mr. Debidin: T know that. If we
have the interests of the rice pro-
ducers of this Colony at heart at all,
I am urging, that if this Company is
to be formed, the vice producers of
thiz  Colony should be represented
on the directorate, drawn from the
preducers’  section of the DBoard or
from the Rice Producers’ Association
and other producers not on the
Ceouneil of the Association. If there
are to be ten directors, there should
be 530 per cent. from the rice pro-
ducers of DBritish Guiana, if this
Company is to be one in which
everyone has an equal stake.

This is no longer a C.D.C. company
as  we were originally legislating
for. This is a Company of the
Government - a Company in which
the taxpayers have something at
stake -— and that is why 1 feel that
if the intention of the 1950 Bill was
to  give protection to the industry.
among  other things, that should
also be provided for here.

I shall now pass on from pages
2 and 3 of the Agreement, and 1 feel,
it would be well to come to the im-
portant clause, 8, in this document, T
do wish to put before the Couneil
the main reasons  for the objection

lopiment Coy.  Jddo

to this clause, by giving what to my
mind is the A B.C. of the set-up of
the rice industry with respect to the
Rice Marketing Board. It iz clear
that if the rice producers in this
Coilony are 1o get any increase in
the price of their padi the Board has
to iransmit that increage under the
present set-up. 1t is clear also that the
Board has to provide for local con-
sumption at the moment, and that it
is only through profits from the ex-
port market or the working of the
Board that any increase in price can
be passed on, Therefore, to my mind
it is not so much what the rice is sold

for, though it is sold at a very low
price fo the consumer in British
Guiana. 1 feel that the cess should

go divectly fowards giving the pro-
ducers an increase in price right now,
and we should take this into account
when considering clause 0.

The Rice Marketing Board, acting
on  behalf of the Government, is
commilied to the outside market I
have a copy of the contract entered
inte  recently with Trinidad, and
there are two aspects of it that I de-
sive  to emphasize. In the first place
it is to supply 15,000 tons of rice in
each calendar year — super and first
quality rvice — and the contract shows
the percentage of each that must be
provided. It seems to me that
when one lonks at  this proviso he
sees a very important point emerg-
ing from the Agreement.

There is another important factor
in the Agreement, and it is {o be
found in paragraph 9 which deals
with the guestion of excess rice avail-
able. What is important is that this
Company, by establishing a Joint
Marketing Commitiee, 15 seeking to
do the same thing that the Board is
doing at present. What do we find
in  this Agreement—and 1 consider
this  to  be extremely  skilful
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draughtsmanship because this. is
how clause § (2) reads:—

“The fungtions of the Joint Market.
ing Committes shall be to consider
and  advise on  malters to be dever
mined and agreed between the Board
snd the Company and in particular on
all matters relating to —

{ay the fixing by the Board, with
the approval of the Governor, of
the prices and grades for rice
and padi in aceordance with the
provisions of the Rice Marketing

Qrdinanca, 1946;. ...

(b) the marketing of rice and padi
for domestic corsumption and
export and on  export policy
generally;....”

Here we have a rather skilful
and far-reaching provision, and I
invite hon. Members to consider the
deletion of the words “to be defer-
mined and agreed bhetween the
Board and the Company and in
parficular on  all matters”.  One
would then see a vast difference in
the reading of the clause. It would
then read: —

(2) The functions of the Joint
Markeiing Comittee shall be {o con-
sider and advise on matters yelating

d 134
L

Then follow {a) and (b). It seems
as if some clever hand inserted these
words. In other words, my interpre-
tation of them is not a favourable
one, and T challenge anyone to say
that I am not right. This Agreement
says that the Joint Marketing Com-
mittee will enter into agreement
with the DBoard in all matters re-
lating to the fixing of grades and
prices of rice. as well as to the
marketing of rice for domestic con-
suroption and  export. That is ex-

cactly  what  the Board is doing at
resent as a single-seller. The entire

structure of the Board, in which the

pr
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~ to safeguard the interests of all con-

Financial ~Secretary took so much
interest, is one which was intended

cerned, and it seems unnecesasry
that these words should have heen
introduced,

The Financial Secretary and Treasurer:
May 1 interrupt the hon. Member
again. There is no mystery in these
words. They were put in deliberately,
and I am grateful for the hon. Mem-
ber’'s tribute about skill in the
draughtmanship. These words were
put in to relate to subclause 10 (2). -

Mr. Debidin: I accept that and 1
will refer to clause 10 () which
says why clause 9 has to be accepted.
Clause 9 has to be accepled only
because it is giving the other provi-
sions under clauge 10.

The Finuncial Secretary and Treasurer:
No.

Mr. Debidin: Again I say we have
skilled and delicate draughtoman-
ship in this Agreement, but we have
the abilitv to dissect it. I think |
every hon. Member of this Council
knows the particular section in the
1946 Ordinance which deals with
grading and so on. Here we are
taking that power completelv out
of its setting.

The Financial Secretary and Treasurer:
We are not,

Mr. Debidin: The hon. Member will
have the right to reply. .

The Financial Seeretary and Treasurer:
1 must object when I hear a wrong
statement. ‘




Mr. Debidin: I am putting the
only interpretation which, in my
opinion, c¢an be put on the clause.
1 shall rvefer, first of all, to the
manner in which the Joint Market-
ing Committee is  constituted. It
starts from the latter part of clause
9 (1) where it saysi—

.. .There shall be set up a Joint
Marketing Committee comprising two
members appointed by the Board,
two membets appointed by the Com-
pany and one member who shall be
Chairman to  be appointed by the
Governor”

The the clause goes on to give the
functions of the Joint Marketing
Comittee which shall be —

“to consider and advise on matters to
be determined and agreed between the
‘ Roard and the Company...”

| It two members are appointed by
. the Company and two appointed by
the Board while a Chairman is to be
appointed by the Governor, this small
Committee would have to deal with
prices and so on, and il the members
come to a definite conclusion on
any matter and it goes back to the
Rice Marketing Board which carries
Cfive nominees of Government on
“one side and two on the other side
-~ che being a non-producing mem-
ber as Chairman — one can see
clearly how the matter would be de-
termined eventually, The Chairman
might not even use his casting vote
although he haz one, as we know.
Everything that this small Com-

mittee does would be law, and that
_is where the ecatch comes in. There
is 2 clear intention, to my mind, that
Cthis  small  Committee would  fix
prices in order tc make profits and
repay  this money to  Government

SR

and  amortize the debt. That bhas
been actually stated in the words
following  subclauge (3) () which

read: —
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- with respect to sub-paragraph {(a)
hereof, the Joint Marketing Com-
mittee  shall  at all {imes be mindful
that the price of padi shall be such as
will yield a margin in relation to the
vrice of rice sufficient To permit an
efficiently “un rice faciory fto cover
its full operating costs and amortisation
charges with a reasonable profit on its
investment.”

I am sorrv that the Financial
Secretary has absented himself from
this very important part of this de-
bate, because it is the whole crux of
the matter. 1t is the germ of the
whole confention that this Company
has a positively clear intention 1o
make profits by fixing prices in such
a way that the returns would enable
Government o repay the debf, and
the functions of the Board would be
useless.  That is the only interpre-
tation, I respectfully submit, that
can be put on clause 9. It seems to
me clear that a  glant’s hand has
been placed upon the rice industry,
and with its heavy force it says to
the producers in this Colony —

“Your
Goes

fate does not matter: what
matter 15 my control of the in.
v —— the manner in which it is
ved, Although you are the pioneers
the industry and regardless of
what vou have done, we cannot but
steer 1t into new channels and make
semething of it which you would not
recoenise vourselves”

I venture ifo say that when this
new Company is formed one hundred
and one unexpected things might
happen. For instance, we might
have foreigners coming here and say-
ing “We have investments in this
Company” —- to the surprise of many

people.  The result is that others
might refrain from coming in to

assist in the development of the in-
dusiry, because the Company would
give those outsiders a greater profit
on their investment. As I have al-
ready pointed out, the Company
has  the power to make profits, and
seeks to function independent of the
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Rige M ,ﬂr,um Ordinance. That iz
the hottest of the rubs, dpart from
the inherent interprefative object-
tions to this  particular  clause. We
should noet want to know what are
the reasons why this Company in-
tends to  function independent of
the Rice Marketing Ordinance, singe
we have them in the wovds of Sir
Charles Woolley, late Governor of
the Colony, and in the words of the
Financial Secvetary also.

T

I shall refer to the Financial Sec-
retary’s statement again, May 1
quote, with your permission, Sir,
from the opening debate on the
amending Bill of 19507 He said:—
“The Rice Marketling Board as at pre-
gent constituted—I  do  not mean its
membership; I mean its structure——is a
n'rnmenolv of the most extreme kind,
ining in its constituton stringent
re powers  with corresponding
tiong imposng severe penalies for
infringement of these preseriptions”
'This Company, then, will be a
super-monopoly, I suppose. Then
he goes on to say:—

“It iz not in any sense of the word
a true co-operative organisation — not
even a compulsory co.operative, It is
purely  and simply a successor in the
same form in the kind of control that
i imposed on a vital industry during
a war’”

This is a statement which gives the
motive for paragraph 9 of the new
clause and the entire Draft Agree-

~ment. The C.D.C’s coming info the
Colony was not a good enough excuse
Aor the formation  of this Company,
znd one wonders why it did not
continue  along the lines adopted
originally, getting its fill through its
advigers. I feel that this is a sad re-
flection upon that institution which,
clearly, —came into  this Colony to
underpin development. The Cor-
poration has t  over the timber
industry which was one of the three
industries making money

in the

Coleny. 8o far as rice is concerned,
it has taken over the opportunity to
develop a mighty industry and has
also taken advantage of the minute
investigations contained in the Evans
report and the report of Messrs.,
Beachell and Browne as regards the
possibilities of the industry. The
Corporation has not come into this
country seeking to pursue ils - own
course, hut is being protected
Lovernment,

The Financial Secretary, in the
course of his opening remarks on the

second reading of the amendment
Bill of 1950, also said:—

“Conseguently, 1 feel sure that Iam
right in gaving that no Government and
no  Legislafure could possibly penmnit
the cnmzc;i of the organisation. con-
situated it is, to pass whc’?y into
the hands of the rice producers)
I feel that this expression by the

Financial Secretary is the keynote
of the attitude of the Government
which we must regard as something
to  be very cautious and suspicious
about. I believe that the legislators
of this Colony are very mindful of
the responsibility which they have
to the people as a whole for the de-

velopment of the country and the
progress of the ecommon weal, Eve

act we perform here must be done

with that objective — for the bene-
fit of the people of British Guiana,
If, therefore, we raise a finger here
i an effort to do something which is
inirnical to the interest of the people,
I venture to say that we would live

to regret that action. '

The hon. the Financial Secretary
has also pointed out that the popula-
tion of the Colony is increasing. It
is doing so at the rate of something
like 18,000 souls per annum, and the
only industry which, to my mind, is
capable of absorbing this increase in




population

the rural distri
the Afvicans, who were p‘raﬁzvéou&zly
1ot keen in {m{inft; part in the culti-

» going into the
and are doing so
“with their Indian brethren.
ows that  the excess popula-
i turning to the one  industry
is capable of absorbing  them,
m‘sfi that is the rice industrv.

1 think that a look at the map of th:
Mahaicony Creek area will show that

- hundreds  of acres  are now  being
~ daken up by the residents there.

_They are not able to get lands in the
“second  and third depths, bowever,

and that is something which shows

 how things could d_be d(m\: inimical to
the irterests of the people in this

~Colony. Many of these people have
made unsuccessful applications to the
“Tands  and Mines Depavtment  for
lands in this area. butl in spite of that

~areas have been earmarked for the

Cgeint mills that would be set up.
- Where willvour increasing popula-

 {ion go? Here we have a situation,
“Tsubmit, where Government and the
Mahaicony-Abary Scheme would be
able to stifle future development and
destroy that incentive of go-forward-
~ ress which the people should have
“at this moment. S
We “are the
people in this Ce

watch-dogs  of the
ouncil, and [ look for-
- ward  to the day when the Colony
will  develon  freely and along
o clear-cut lineg — lines which would
- be above reproof — and will be able
to stand the test of any argument

put forward, instead of something
tied up with technical clauses and
arrangements. Do not let the people
feel that thev have to rely on the

. goodwill of the Government or a
~ group of persons to protect them. Let
them obtain protection in the law or
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rinted docum
:',?[t"tl!i';t,?ﬂ"i that ¢ ; :
show verbally the bona fides that is
behind the development of the in-
dustries of British  Guiana, I
to make this point  perfectly clear,
There are a lot of people in this
Colony who own mills, T am dealing
now mih another new point but still
on clause § of the Agreement,

waont

A ot of people
those mills have
cration, or more perhaps, been
operating fault that the small
farmers find with them is a domes-
tic matter between the producers
and  the wmillers, which they can
fight out themselves. These millers

oW

for

mills, and
the last gen-

The f

~have been the people who have been

producing the various grades of rice,
from super down. They are the per-
sons who were assisting the small
farmers with loans and otherwise
by way of encouragement.

I have before me here the Parker
Report in which the intention is clear-
v set out, and that is why we are here
discussing what appears to be an in-
nocent set-up. One of the recommend-
ations of the Parker Report is that
in any area covered by the operation

of o central mill the milling of vice
by any other person is to be prohibi-
ted. At the commencement of a large
crop the Corporation would fix the
price which the central mill is pre-
pared lo offer for padi of the stan-
dard grade, In other words, there
would be a variation in the price
fixed. There is at the present mo-
ment a variation. The Anna Regina
miil had sent its padi to the Mahai

cony-Abary Scheme to  he
when it have been dig-
tributed among the other mills near-
by, and it cost the Govern-
ment nearly $6 per bag of padi

miltled

eould

x
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ifﬂir Uebuimi
when it veached the ;\m m:m, md
ch bag was short 20 odd 1bs. Gov-
ernment  lost  $7,000 in  that little
transaction. That padi woent Irom a
-(mefemmem millby Government
transport to another Government
mill, Where the shortage went,
nobody  knows. The provision of
twine, bags, etc brought the cost up
to much more than the minimum
price of padi. But that is not the only
story about central mills.

The Abary mill, which is supposed
to be most modern, has not produced
correspondingly, or relatively speak-
ing, ag much super and higher grade
rice as the mills in other parts of the
Colony — Essequibo, Berbice and
other areas. Those small mills have
produced better grades of rice. I am
sure the hon. Member for Georgetown
Central (Mr. Fernandes) and the hon.
the Financial Secretary and Teasurer
cannot vefute the statement I am
making, that less super rice per bag
of padi has been produced by the
Abary mill. There is no doubt that
huller for huller these small mills
cau produce a better rice. It is because
the millers exercise personal super-

vision of the milling of the padi which
 they receive. The milling is done
~ with  greater supervision and care,
~and as a result the Colony benefits
through the production of a higher

o grade of rvice

. What happens at the Abary
miil? 1t is mass production and
what little bit of by-product that
may be produced is offset by the loss
in the grade of rice produced. I am
asking Members to believe these are
the facts. Where the Anna Regina
Schme is concerned and where the
Abary Scheme is concerned, there is
already serious discontent and dis-
samiactmn amnﬁn the producers.

‘take it away and a small mill at De

Take Cane Grove. There iz a dryer
‘there, but the people have to pay
20 cents to dry their padi which has
then to be transporied to the mill at
a further cost of 24 cenls per bag.
Although the padi is dry when it is
taken {o the Abary mill they fake ol
a certain percentage — I understanc
it ranges up to nearly 20 per cent
because the padi - is not eufﬁue‘m
dry. There is this loss all the tim
At the moment if the padi is slightly
moist or wet, it is not accepted by ‘rh :
Abary mill. The result is that
producers have to re-transpert sutz%‘
padi away, or throw it
to go and represent som g%apie who
had taken their padi to the Abary
mill and it was rejected. They had t

Hoeep took that padi and produced a
very high quality rice. That is some-
thirg very significant which Members.
should appreciate. Cane Grove should
have a new mill of its own, because
it is very far from the Abary mill —
20 odd miles — and  transportation
facilities are difficult. Great losses are
suffered hecause of the distance of
the central mills form the rice grow-
ing areas.

I think the Chairman of the Rice
Producers’ Association has lost con-
siderably on account of the last rain-
fall. The rain came after the cutting
of the padi which was left in the field.
About 700 bags were ruined through
being wet by the rain. But 46 bags
were rescued and are lying now at the
Abary mill. T can give the name of
the owner. The Abary Scheme re--
fused to accept it, and the peor indi-
vidual does not know what to do. The
reason for that loss is this. Where the
700 bags had been lying is far away
and transporation facilities are diffi--
cult. If Cane Grove is provided with
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facil

is easy milling
- whe can rl*:‘ ate *wms

hack to this proviso,
Abary Scheme
~losing money all these vears. No one
i able to say what it is, but it scems
to mie that %12‘)'1&*“ this particular
provigo thege small mills may find it
difienlt to carry on, 'Eh@ price of the
pecple’s padi, although they have to
sufler the cost of transportation, will
~have to be pegred down, The word-
ing of the section seems fo indicate

we
has been

Coming
know the

a downward not an upward revision

of the price. That is the point T am
making, It is stated in paragraph (2)
of clause § of the Agreement:

“The functions of the Joint Market
Committee shall be to consider
advise on  matters to be deter-
mmcd and ggread between the Board
and  the Company and in particular
on all matters relating to —

(ay the fixing by the Board, with
the approval of the Governor,

of  the prices and grades fov
vice ang wadi in accordance
with the provisions of the
Rice Marketing {Ordinance,
1946;....and  with respect to
as;bq)ar graph {a) hereof, the
Joint Marketing  Committee
shall ai all timezs he mindful

that the price of padi shall be
such  as  will yield a margin
in relation to the price of rice
sufficient o pevmit an effici
ciently  run rice factory to
cover its full operating costs
and  amortisation charges with
a  reasonabie profit on its in-
vestment.”

Nohody would put such a clause in
an agr eement, unless the intention is

o sateguard the mill by a downward
mvisic}n of the prices. If they are go-
ing to pav prices which are fixed or
may be increased, they do not need
that clause. If you put such a clause
stipulating that the price of padi must
be fixed to —

“wield a margin in relation io the price
of vice sufficient to permit an efficient.

to cover

it shows
the imtention. Wouldd we smash some-
thing which gives a lot of people o
living and work today-—not enly the
people  owning  private mills and
having capital invested therein? Are
we going  to adopt this Fascist
proach with Communist results? 7
is how this clause should be regarded.
You are saving, “Smash worivate

ap-

o1

terprise;  smash  an f:l}“’f@'l’p‘ﬁ%}"i;f
group  of people who are increasing

preduction”.

Provision of more mills will be
to the advantage of the people. It
will mean immediate personal atten-
tion to the padi brought
factory serving a small area. But wipe

into the

away all the small mills for these
gl'mt central mills and what will we
find? There will be complete control

of all milling in the Colonv and, I
assume, this Corporation  in keeping
with the Parker Report will be own-
ing all these central mills. It follows.
then that under this provision, when
that committee of five meet, the price
fhev will agree upon with the Rice
Maviceting Board will be always the
price which must net them a profit,
regavdless of whether the producer
suffers therebv,
There is just one
wish to make, and that is, the rice
industry is no more the industry of
the Goverament than it is the indus-
try of the people who have pioneered
it and made it what it is today. It is
morally wrong, to my mind, for the
Government of British Guiana to in-
terpose and do anything that will in
the slightest degree discourage those
people in that industry. I do appeal
to this Couneil in  this matter and,
if unheeded, I shall move at a later

other point I
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give my
reason for that. T feel that if a de-
velopment committee  is formed on
~ proper lines it would be useful, pro-
vided it does not have provisions with
harmful elauses. We want to develop
the vice idustry, but T venture o say
that it would be developed if we allow
the ordinary farmers greater facili-
ties for developing it. 1 make this
point because I have in my hand here
the returns of production for the
vears from 1932 onward, Looking
ot it carefully we find that the rice
industry has not really been de-
veloped to the extent we had hoped
it would be with the co-operation of
Government, the Rice Marketing
Board, ete. ‘ :

Counci} in C‘@mmit&}e_ I will:

In 1930 the industry exported
30,000 tons: in 1932 the acreage under
cultivation was 55,000 acres and
27,841 tons .of rice was reaped of
which 28,451 tons was exported. I
nead not read the intervening years
‘mﬁ; will ecome down to 1850. We had

66,000 acres under culiivation and
reaped 195,000 tons of which
59,000 tons went into local consump-
tinn. T have not the export figures for
that vear, In 1952, for the nine month
period the vield was 169,445 tons, and
19,000 tons was exported. There is no
doubt whatever in my mind that the
peasant farmer has not been given
sufficient encouragement with lands
and otherwise. If  more people are
allowed to take up lands, rather than
being pushed off the land by mecha-
nization, there would be more de-
velepment in the industry. In 1930
when hand  planting had been in
vogue we had a greater number of 2
and acre nhﬁs,, and that was why
we ccru}d have had such startling ve-

sz

sulfs. Today 'more land has been
placed under rice cultivation, but we
are now just equalling the export
figure of 22 years ago. It points to an
important fact, and that is, Govern-
ment must not restriet this industry,
but rather must give it freedom to
expand by the eneouragement of pea~
sani rice farming. 1 do trust that
when this draft Agreement is being
considered in  Committee hon. Mem-
bers will consider sub-clause 3 of
clause 10 very carefully.

The President: 1 want to re
mind hon. Members that there is a
motion before the Council and not a
Bill.

Mr. Debidin:  Subelause 3 of
clause 10 of the Agreement reads:

1t is understood and agreed that the
due observance and p&riolmﬂnm by all
the parties concerned of the re-
quirements and obligations arising from
the _provisiens . of ¢l
Ag;wmem for the reasonsble pro-
fection of the intevests of the Company
it a  condition of the underiakings

made by the Company in  sub.clause
(1} hereof”

It is for the wvery reason I have
given, that this objectionable clause
9, which, as I said, is certainly taking
to itself more power, is condescending
fo allow the Company to export
through the Board whatever padi is
taken from private producers. That
is how clause 10 reads,; and it is only
in consideration of clause § that
clause 10 operates. T want to know if
we take out clause 9, as 1 feel we
should, the Company would not be
independent. I want to draw atten-
tion to the fact that subclause (2)
of clause 10 of the Agreement clearly
indicates that the quid pro gue for
having clause § is paragraphs (b)
and (c) of subclause (1) of clause
10. Subclause (2) says this:

clause @ of this
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“The markeling arvangements pro-
vided for by paragraphs (b and (e} of
cub clavse (1) of this clause shall con-

tinue in foree and elfect until such
trme as it is agreed between the Board
and tne Company that conditions justi-
fyv and require a different marketing
procedure, wherveupon such new mar-
keting arvangements as may ffom timeo
to time he agreed upon between the
Board and the Company, with the ap-
proval of the Governor, shail  be in-
stituted.”

In other words, though they say in
clause 10, which is the reason given
for having clause 9, that they are go-
ing to sell all their rice to the Board
yet they swing back and say they are
going to alter and make a different
marketing procedure. To show that
that power which is given to them
will be exercised, if we lock at the
Messages it would be seen that the
Abaryv Scheme is to be given a lease
of 10 vears to continue fo export rice
at a preference and to get the full
profits less the expenses taken out by
the Board. That is wrong. The very
fact that such provision is putin
clauge 10 is nothing but a sop in-
tended to get clause 9 accepted, be-
cause very soon a new marketing
arrangement is going to be attempted.
It is most desirable — highly desir-
able — that whatever company is fo
operate should be regarded as just
another producer. T want to make
this point: this Company should not
have any greater powers than any
other person operating a rice mill,
Why should they have greater facili-
ties .than any other producer or
miller? -

As we look at the definition
of a rice producer in the Ordinance,
we see it includes a miller as well as
a producer and even a landlord.
Therefore, in all respects this Com-
pany may be regarded as an independ-
ent producer, like any other who is
producing rice in this Colony. May I
put it in this form? It this Company
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is to be regarded as an independent
producer, like any other producer,
then it aust produce correspondingly
and with the same control within the
Rice Marketing Board Ordinance. I

rant to make that point, as the most
important statement which the rice
producers are making is thaf every
producer of rice asks for preferential
treatment if this Company is to be
given it

We must give due regard to the
provisions which govern the rice
industry, and I want to ask Members
to consider that if this Company is
given the right to export independ-
ently and not through the Rice
Marketing Board, it means less
rice would be exported through
the  Board and less  money
would be going to the Board with
which to increase the price fo the
normal producer. That would be ex-
tremely unfortunate if it does happen
With your permission, sir, I would
like to state what I regard as being of
necessity for the rice producers of
British Guisna in relation t{o the
draft Agreement and this motion:
(1) That the proposed Rice Develop-
ment Company Limited should
rark as any other producer with-
in  the definition of producers in
the Rice Marketing Board OVdin.
ance  and be bound by the pro-
visions  of that Ordinance in all
respects, including the acceptance
of the pvinciple of a single seller
for the Colony and the Rice Mar.
],ceigng; Board heing the sole single
selling medium for both local con-
sumption and export.

(2) That the Goverror be at liberly
to. appoint as manv members as he
wishes from the direclorate of the
British  Guiana Rice Development
Company Limited within the eight
members  apncinted under seclior
4 (2) (a) and section 4 (2) (¢) of
the Rice Marketing Board Ordin-
ance. and that these seciicns bhe
amended  to cut out the require.
ment  that 4 versorns should be
officers of the Public Service and
that two should be Members of
the Legislative Council.
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to - districl tees  and the
Couneil s:>[‘ the Rice Producers's

Association 1f they so desire.

M. Macnie: To a peint of order.
May I ask what the hon. Member is
veading  from® What decument it

is?

Mr. Debidin: 1 may mention that
these are what 1 regard as proposals
and conditions under which, to my
mind, the rice producers of this
Colony should be protected. These
are only conditions related to that.
and they have been drafted by me.
They are a summary of my contribu-
tion to the debate. 1 am saying
that the Company, if it is geing to
operate and be successful, must do
nothing against the interests of the
producers. 1 am saying that sub-
clause (3) should be amended.

The President: I am not quite clear
whether the hon. Member is moving
an amendment to the motion. If so,
he should put it in proper form and
deliver it to the Clerk of the Council.

Mr. Debidin:  These are what I
regard as being reasonable sugges-
tions within the framework of the
Agreement. 1 am hoping that the
Council will go  into Committee
shortly, and during that stage I will
move an amendment. -1 will move
that the Council resolves itself into
Committee at the end of the debate
and  go into the Agreement clause
by clause. :

The President: If the hon. Member
intends  to move that the Council
should go inte Committee to econsider
the Agreement he may do so, but
ke has not vet done so.

e{fapmeﬂi:‘ C:'{}y;,: 33 16

FAr, Debidin: i shall do s5 at a
later stage. [ wish to give a sum-
mary of what I have said before. 1
see from clause 2 that '

2. The  capital  required for the
establishment  of the Company
and for the carrving out of .its
immediate oh;uhw shall be
‘met in the first nM'mLG'

(&) by irancfer by the Govern.
ment
geing  cvacerns of the two
undertakings. presently
owned and ecarried on bv
the Government, pamely

Mahaicony-Abary.On. *
Rice De&elﬂgmen{
and

(i} the

.o verwagt

Scheme,

(i1} The Anna Regina Rice Fac.
tory, and

from funds to be loaned to
the . Company by the
Colonial-  Development Cor-
poration  at the request of
the Government by way -of
capital debenture loans and
working capital advances
guaranieed by the Govern-
ment and made in terms
of an Agreement hereinafter

(b}

referred to as “the Loan
Agreement” to be entered
into  between the Govern.

ment, the Company and the
Colonial Development Cov-
poration,”

The Company will distribute rice
exclusively for local consumption,
and dispose of the surplus to the
Rice Marketing Board for export in
the usual way. Finally, the Company
will take a practical interest in rice
farming, and will supply stastistical
information to the Board from time
to.time. These things are what I re-
~gard as being more important and
more-in keeping with the true de-
velopment of the rice industry, but
that is why there should not be any
other concern to  operate in com-
petition with ‘the rice farmers and
independently of the Rice Marketing
Board in any way.

to the Company “as
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In closing 1 would like to refer to
the tremendous potential for de-
velopmeni which the rice mdustry
has at present, and I hope that
Government, or no one clothed with
any authority, will be allowed to do
anything that would operate to its
detriment,

[ formally beg to move that Coun-
cil resolve itself into Committee to
consider this Draft Agreement clause
by clause. In doing so I should like
to make this clear — and it is sub-
ject to the procedure which the
Agreement outlines—that this motion
might be regarded in the same way
as the second reading of a Bill —
for Members to express their general
opinions — to see whether it will
be  accepted. The wmotion does
not offer an opportunity for cor-
rection, however, if the idea of the
establishment of this new Company
is accepted,

The Attorney General: 1 do not
think it should be put that way, for
the very simple reason that only the
hon. Member has spoken since the
mover of the motion spoke yester-
day afternoon. Secondly, we are not
in a position to say whether the
motion itself is acceptable to this
Council, There is only one motion, to
my mind, and that has been
seconded: and before that motion has
had a full discussion by hon. Mem-
bers of this Council the hon. Member
is now seeking to move the Council
into Committee. I think the mation
might come as an amendment if the
hon. Member’s motion is put to the
Council. First of all, we have to ac-
cept the principle, so far as this im-
plementation motion goes, before we
can decide anything ' about going
into Committee. Following upon the

- Bill. We will proceed
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hon. Member’s cbservations in the
first part of his speech, the whole
motion should go by the boara and,
consequently, there should not be
any necessity to go into Commitiee
at all.

Mt. Debidin: What 1 mean is that if
the motion is accepted, then it can
be moved that the Drait Agreement
he considered in Committee, If it is
not accepted, then it would net go
into Committee.

Dr. Singh: I do not know whether I
can speak on the suggestion by the
hon, Member for Eastern Demerara.
I feel that if I do so it would save
much time.

Mr. Carter: May I point out that the
motion calls for the adoption of the
Agreement, and if it is accepted it
has to be accepted as presented here.
If it is accepted in principle then
there would be ne question of going
inte Committee to consider it clause
by clause.

The President: T think I should
poirt out that this Draft Agreement
has been very carefully prepared, and
if it is going to be amended I do
not think it would be of the slightest
use. Amendment has been suggested
in certain respects, but that would
throw it out altogether. 1t is no good
trying to go through it clause by
clause, as is done in the case of a
with the de-
bate on the motion.

Mr. Debidin: May 1 reserve the
right to move the amendment, sir?

The President: We will proceed with
the debate. Does any other Member
wish to speak on the motion?
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Mr. Fernandes: In 1ookmg at thm
mation the first thing I asked myself
was whether the things which this
Company undertakes and agrees to
do as its minimum operational ob-
jectives are desirable. Further, is it
desirable o have central mills at all?
s it desirable to have the Mahaicony-
Abary  Development Scheme con-
tinued aleng with the mill which is

there?” Now, sir, in this Council some
time ago the hon. Member for
Eastern Berbice (Dr.  Gonsalves)
moved a motion asking Govern-
ment to provide a central mill
ot the Corentyne. The motion

wag carried, and I remember the
discussion very well. 1 supported

the moticn and during the debate

1 said I was sure that by the time
such a mill was established there
would be a sufficient increase in the
produciion of rice in that area to
enable the mill to operate without
having to draw from those mills
already in existence there.

Of course, sir, members must. be
careful net {o mix up the date
of the operation of this production
motion. If this motion is carried and
this Company comes into being, a

central mill on the Corentyne, I
venture to  say, would not be in

eperation within the next three or
perhaps four years. First of all, all
the necessary matters would have to
be gone into in the establishment of
this new Company.  There would
have to be negotiations as regards the
toan, and then the Company would
have to look arpund to find a suitable
site in the area for the mill. Then it

would have to place the order for

the machinery which would take be-
tween one and a half and two years

to be delivered, and when if arvives

~in the Colony  we would have to

Asm&s @5 memﬂzm L@mm. Rfce Dea
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wait another 12 months before the

“mill could be erccted and put into

operation. Therefore, hon. Members
must not  confuse the present set-
up in the rice  industry = with the
operation of the  new mill in the
Corentyne district.

There is a second mill to be put
up at Anna Regina in Essequibo.
Theve is one there already, and it is
quite possible that if the second
mill — which, 1 understand, is to
have priority — comes, owing to the
condition of &he present one we
might see a new record in produc~
tion, -perhaps in the 1955 crop. 1
have mentioned that because I have
heard a great deal of opposition to
this Company from very many of my
producer friends, and the one thing
that seems to worry them a lot is
the fact that the Rice Marketing
Board would be forced to market
their rice to Trinidad, Barbados, and
other contract islands, and this new
concern would be allowed to take
care of the other outside markets,
I am sure everyone will agree
that the present contract which we
have with these islands, and which
will come to an end in 1954, will
certainly end before either of these
two mills  commenece operations.
Therefore, marketing  conditions

after the period when these mills

start to operate, will be entirely
different from what they are at
present,

At present the Rice Marketing
Board has a guaranteed market for
roughly 30,000 tons of rice per vear,
for 1953 and 1954. It does not matter
whether the world market jumps
up and down or backward and for-
ward. The fact remains that we have
a guaranteed market for the bulk of
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our rice. Therefore, it is possible to
fix 2 buying price at the beginning
of the erop and be reasonably cer-
tain that it would remain fixed for
the entire crop. because even if
the surplus has to be marketed as
- mwch as $1 per bag lower than the
_contract f;;:riée, the Rice Marketing
‘Board would still be able to absorb
that logs, and would not find itself in
the position where the buyving price
of rice is likely to be changed in the
middle of 2 crop or term. If that
ever happens those millers who are
at present buving padi are likely to
find themselves in a position where
they would  have had padi prices
fixed by the Board at the beginning
of a crop, and because of a very
downward irend in the world mar-
ket the Board would have to reduce
that price in the middle of the crop
vear. As a matter of fact, that might
be a disastrous situation for them.

Similarly. if this Companv comes
into being, it would be even more
disastrous for the Company, because
it would mean that the Company
would have bought large guantities
of padi at a price based on the Board’s
buying price for rice, and then find
that because of circumstances over
which it had no control the Board
could not possibly keep the buving
price up for 12 months. In passing
I may mention that this is a situa-
‘tiop that will arise some day. The
price  of rice cannot climb upward
continually. It can go upward to a
point, but some dav it will fall down.
Everything else has done that, and |
am sure rice would not be any ex-
ception.

Mr. Debidin:  To a point of expla-
nation. T am glad the hon. Member
has made that statement; it is one
which affects  the Rice  Marketing
Doard.
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Mr, Fernandes: | am not going to
vield the floor unless the hon. Mem-
ber is correcting me. I do not think
it is right for a Member to interrupt
another if he does not intend to make
a eorrection.

The President: The position is that
unless the hon. Member gives
way the hon. Member for Eastern
Demerara has no right to rise, except
to & point of order.

Mr. Fernandes: Thank vou, sir. For
that reason -— the posibility that the
price of rice will fall — I was very
pleased when the hon. the Financial
Secretary mentioned in  the course
of his Budget Speech recently, that
Government was going to waive
the cess on rice which represented
90 cents per bag, in  order to help
the Rice Marketing Board to set up
2 Reserve Fund. I can assure
hon. Members that the Board will
need that fund just as soon as the
contract comes to an end, and world
prices for rice begin to go up
and down. The Board will need
to stabilize buying prices, and every
miller  who buvs padi will find
that he would have to sell rice dur-
ing the latter half of the vear at a
price lower than what he expected
when he hought the padi.

This motion has caused quite a lot
of discussion among rice growers. |
have had the pleasure of listening
to perhaps one hundred of them, and
of hearing their side of the picture,
By and large, sir, they are not afraid
of the central mills, nor are they
afraid  of the Mahaiconv-Abary
Scheme, What thev ave afraid of —
and we have heard w lot about it

from the hon Member for Fastern
Demerara is the intention which

they have heen led to believe is at
ant’s mind
thiz  Couy

th= baclk of Governn
trying 1o establish

o P
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In other words, they do not trust
Government; that is putting the
matter in a  nutshell.
trusted Government
have accepted this idea as being some-
thing very good. Their main com-
plaint is that while this has been
explained to them - and I refer
particularly to the representatives
of the Rice Producers’ Association
who are members of the Rice Mar-
keting Board — and the explanation
was satisfactory, they cannot accept
it because they ave afraid that at
some time in the future there might
be no one to be reminded of the
assurance that has been given to
them, and some new person might
come into control and say “I have
nothing at all to do with what you
were told in 1953, This is the legal
interpretation of the matter, and if
vou do not agree with it you can ap-
proach the Supreme Court and find
out whether the new Company is
right or wrong.”

1t is my opinion, however, that this
attempt by Government to put the
rice industry on a sound fooling is
a very good one. T think that every
person engaged in the rice industry
wiil admit that it is impossible for
the Rice Marketing Board to make
contracts for definite deliveries with-
out mills of this kind. We have got
to male our contracts ahead for defi-
nite deliveries on a definite date, and
we will have to make these de-
liveries in accordance with the con-
tract. How can we do this when all
of ihe present mills, with the excep-
tion of the Mahaicony-Abary mill,
have to stop milling as soon as the
rain sets in? It would mean that the
crop in British Guiana would have

fo be sold for delivery in the Colony,

and could not be delivered in wet
months  because, of course, the

Estab. of Lecistative CoUnert Rice De

If they had

-~ reasonably
they ' would.

weight woul
know that 1

annot be
 good
T more

than three m

The Rice Marketi

- Board is at

present trying o éxpefilnenzzf,fon the :

poszibility of making rice weather-
proof, at least for a longer time than
at present. We have to market rice
but if the rain starts we do not get
any at all for some months, and that
is something which s undesirable.
I maintain that it is essential for a
certain percentage of our milling to
be done by central and up-to-date
mille. T would be the last person in
this Council to suggest that Govern-
ment shouid set up a monster o
throw the present millers out of a
livelihood. T would not be a party to
interference of that kind. {f it is found
that a mill, for some reason or other,
has to go out of existence, I think
it is only fair that the owner of that
mill should be recompensed, and an
attempt made to try and fit him into
the new order of things if centrul
mills become the order of the day.

Unfortunately, before the need for
central mills came about—the Mahai-
cony-Abary mill was established in
time of war-—at least one prominent
miller had fo give up because the
owners of the Mahaicony-Abary mill
had all the capital they needed, an
the person 1 vefer to was n(%
in that position; also because of the
small guantity of padi availabie
for milling he had to go under. That
was unfortunate, and I think that
if this Company is established that
is one of the things we have to be
careful about — to see that the mill-
ing section of the Company does not
hurt anyone at present making a liv-
ing in that respeet, If it is agreed that
these central mills are good because
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of their efficiency, then they must
be provided. The next question
is, who is to provide them?

The hon. Member for Kastern Ber-
bice moved a motion in this Coun-
cii which was carried, and as a re-
sult a central mill on the Corentyne
will be provided. When that motion
was passed I made the statement that
whenever it was going to be imple-
mented persons engaged in the in-
dustry — producers, millers and
everyone else — should be per-
mitted to put up as much of their
own capital as they were able to put
up, and the Government should put
the balance as share capital tem-
porarily, with the uliimate idea
and intention of allowing the in-
dustry in that particular area to own
the mill, and then the mill should
be operated on a co-operative basis.

I would like to see all the millers
in British Guiana keep together and
co-operate with each other with the
one idea of providing an
efficient milling service for the in-
dustry. We know, however, that there
is a great deal of distrust in this res-
pect, and I must admit that there is a
great deal of justification for it.
I say so feelingly, because I myself
had a very rude awakening in thi
Council a few weeks ago. The Ad-
ministration of this Colony have time
ane again stated in this Council and
out of it that it was their desire to
rémove entirely all controls just as
fast as it was possible for them to
de  so. Nevertheless when an
obvious unnecessary control, to my
mind, came along and I moved a
motion to stop it — not to decontrol
which Government spoke about but
to stop controls getting tighter than
they were because it was not neces-
sary to have them -  what did |
find? 1 found that in spite of Gov-
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ernment’s statement it was opposed
by Government. I will always ve-
member the voting in that matier.
It was 10 for and 9 against, and in-
cluded in that “nine” were the three
Official Members and three Nomi-
nated Members.

The hon. the Financial Secretary
and Treasurer took care yesterday
to point out that “the Governor” in
the terms of this Agreement means
“the Governor in Council”. There
again this Company is going to
start to operate hefore the nexi
General Elections which will be not
later than June of next vear. There-
fore after June of next vear and bhe-
fore this Agreement comes into
operation “the  Governor” tnere
would mean “the Governor with a
large majority of the Executive
Council as Elected Members”. It
also means more than that. It
means that those Elected Members
who are appointed Ministers and hold
seats on the Execuitive Council ran
be pulled out of there, if they do not
behave themselves properly, by the
House of Assembly. It will not be an
Executive Council nominated by
anvbody, but the members will be
Ministers elected by the House of
Assembly. If the House elect stooges
it would be just too bad for the
House, and it would only show that
the people had put in the wrong
persons at the General Elections and
must pay for it. That is just by the
way.

I want hon. Members and the
rice producers to realize that refer-
ence to the Governor here means
the Governor and the Executive
Council  under the new (Consti-
tution, and it is something they
nzed  have .no  fear about  The

big dssue  is the  fear  of  this

Company being  started as a Gove-
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arnment company and then passing
inte the hands of some big moncpoly.
The present fear is that Government
will borrow $5 million from the
Colonial  Development Corpora-
tion for a term of five years
and at the end of that time
may find itself unable to pay back
that amount and the Colonial De-
veloprient Corporatien will take that
25 million in shares in this Company
and thereby obtain a majority in-
terest. It is not only necessary that
justice be done but more necessary
that it should appear to be done

I am going to support this motion
on  one condition, and that is that
Government put on record the assur-
ance that Government will not allow
or invite any new subscribers to this
Cempany without the approval of
the Legislative . Council, and that
Government will not transter any
of ils interests in this Company ex-
cept with the approval of the Legis-

lative  Council or the House of
Assembly that succeeds. it. I am

sure- that will take away from the
minds of the producers all distrust.

I am sure not one of them will feel
that the Government of British
Guiana  as such  is one to make ex-
cess profits at the expense of the
rice producers. They will concede
that. but thev are afraid if this Com-
pany gets into wrong hands those
people may want to get profits that
the industry cannot afford to let
them have.

This is an attempt by Government
to put money in an invesiment to
help  an  indusitry which needs
helyp and  deserves help. It is
essential that Government at this
first attompt to do a thing like
that . to - take 32 mitlion of the
Colony’s funds and put it nte a com-

~pany and huther to guarantee a loan

ive Councit, Rice

for $5 million — should not sutfer

the one side, and discuss wavs nd

lopment Coy. 3328

any loss, il it is pessible to avoid it,
because if Government in its first
attempt loses not only the $2 miltion
it has . put in the first place but
some portion of the $5 million loan:
which it Xas guaranteed, one can
quite see, chat Government would not
again  attempt to spend money
to help any other deserving industry
or, perhaps, give further hélp for
the advancement of this industry.

Government desires in this Agree-
ment to make sure that this Com-
pany in which the money of British
(uiana is invested is that will at
ieast pay its way. I thibk that is fair
and reasonable. There is no gques-
tion about that in my mind. That is
s0 far as the fears about the profits
go, but there is also the fear that the
Marketing Committee wiil be in a
position to dictate to the Rice Mar-
keting Board. I do not share that
fear, though I do not guite agree with
the constitution of the Committee,
which I am going to refer to in a
moment.

If  this Company is owned
by the Government of British Guiana
and the rice producers, then the one
aim  of everybody in it is the pro-
gress of the rice industry. The Com-
pany as such will only be interested
to see that there is not a loss eventu-
ally resulting in the Company going
cut of existence. There will be ab-
solutely no personal interest to make
any of the persons, whom Gevern-
ment will appoint as Direciors, see
that this Company makes profits at
the expense of the producers of rice.
Tam sure everyvbody will agree on
vhat. If that is the case, there should
be two members from each side get-
fing together in order to do two
things — fix the buving price of
padi and the selling price of rice on
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means as to the best price which can
be obtained for that produce of British
Guiana—yproduce in the hands of the
Company’s mill and produce in the
hands of the other mills and growers.
They will have one just cause, They
will all be thinking alike, trying to
get a2s much a ;E*-ey can for the pro-
duce,

On  the other hand, yvou may say
that it is in the intevest of the Com-
pany to cover any mismanagement

cand so they may insist that very low
prices of padi be fized. For the pur-
pose  of answering any such  argu-
ment T will say, thai nu(.h an nve‘nt
“isr highly
”pmif;iun‘f Sn’g}jg‘mcmff the Board im%
a very low minimum price i
it <oes not step anyone from mxilmo
his own rice or from selling his padi
to any other mill. There seems to he a
sHeht  fear that Government will
come along and make a law foreing
the  people, whe are given lands at
Blocks 1 and 1T, Courantyvne, and any
- other new schemes Government mav
bring forward, to sell their padi to
hese  particular mills, That is so vi-
diculous to think of that 1 will not go
into any detail about that. Obviously,
anything like that must come under
the obgervation of the Legislative.
Council or the House of Assembly,
whichever it is at the time, and I em
sura that no elected body would per-
mit a thing like that to happen.

Mir. Dabidin: Under the terms of the
Agreement amﬁ the Amendment
Ordinance no Legislature has any
power to inter it“‘e at any time. The
matter will have to go to the Supreme
Court.

Member
ned enrefully 1o me. 1
i%‘oi‘mm‘*

My, Fernandes: The hon.
has not

was not o
but to  the
the thypayers'
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preduction new lands and making
a law or regulation to force the per-
sons 1o whom those lands ave leased
to sell their padi to the Companv’s
mill. There is not h%ﬁﬁ in this to that
eﬂ'{ t, but there still a fear that
Government w Lmlc{ be so ribly
unjust as to do things of that kind,
It is a pretty cOL&g}? situation for
one to live in a couniry and to think
that the Government will be per-
mitted to do things of that kind in
the future, when at the same time
we have been given a wery much
wider Constitution in which very
much more power is given to the
people’s vepresentatives. For one to
think that when the new Congtifution
comes into effect the Government will
still make all these laws that some
people dream about, then it is a very
sad situation if persong in British
Guisna  cannot  see & those
ings are not only 1mprm*bm but
. possible, and definitely so.

Government, like every Member of
this Council, is worried over the in-
crease in population. The hon, Mem-
ber for Eastern Demerara (Mr. Debi-

din} said that the rice industry is the
only  indusiry  that can  take
care of the surplus  popula~
tion, Let wus agree with him eon

that, But T am going to iry disagree-
ing with him so as to make my
point, because a large part of his
speech, with which I disagree, has
no bearing on the motion, and is so
extraneous that 1 will not bother
with it. He claims that it ig the main
indusiry the people of British Gui-
ana will have to depend on for pro-
viding a means of livelihood for this
increased population. If that is ac-
ce Ac“ fhm can it be possible

; anything

industry wh

e

0 do

?.,.i e Very
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sorb our surplus population? If Gov-
ernment attempts to do anything to
hurt er refard -its progress, it is
obvious that Government would not
only have trouble with those in
the industry but would have no
means of finding a livelihood for
the increasing population.

I know that 10 or 20 years from now
rice’ will rank, if not as the top in-
dusrty, not further down than
second, If it were not so, I would
have given up my work on the Rice
Marketing Board. If 1 thought the
rice industry would remain exactly
where it is now, there would be no
use my working on the Board in
order to try and do something for
the industry. It is because T know the
whole country depends on it. I am
willing to serve on the Board so
long as those who are interested in
the industry, the producers of rice,
desire me to do so and, as I have
said before, the day they do not de-
sive me to do so it is all right with
me I have listened to remarks made
about the Rice Marketing Board. I
have listened to the reference made
many times to the appointment by
Government of rice producers to the
Board.

I am sure that every member of
the Rice Producers’ Association who
is u member of the Rice Marketing
Board, will agree with me that during
the time thev had been appointed to
serve on the Board, and I have had
the pleasure of having them co-
operate with the Board in trying to
help the industry on, there was not
a single occasion on which any
attempt was made to push any
meatier down their throats, They will
he the first to admit that. 1T am very
pleased to pav them this tribute, 1
would also like to gay  that on the
question of the use of the casting vote,
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~even if 1 desired to use it, there was

hardly any occasion on which it could
have been used, because at practically
every meeting the producing section
of the Board had the marginal advan-
tage over the other section, as their
attendance was far better. There is
no guestion about that in my mind.

As regards this Joint Marketing
Committee, it seems that one of the
very sore points is that it is supposed
to have such terrible powers, It is to
be comprised of two members ap-
pointed by the Board, one of whom
shall at all times be a rice producer,
two members appointed by the Com~
pany and one member who shall he
Chairman to be appointed by the
Governor. Most of the producers
agree to accept the appointment of
the four members, but their fear is as
regards the fifth appointee by the
Governor. By the time that appoint-
ment is necessary, I am sure, the
Governor will then be the Governor
in Executive Council under the new
Constitution. .

1 do not think, nevertheless. 1t is
fair to have a committee balanced
that way. T agree that should have an
appointed Chairman because I know
from my considerable experience of
having to bargain around the table,
that the chairman is a very
useful person, if the right per-
son is appointed, in trying to get both
sides to come to an agreement. As
such I would welcome any chairman
if T had to serve on that committee,
I think the chairman should be like
the Speaker of the new House of
Assembly, having no vote, If there is
a tie, then the Board would have teo
decide what is to be done, The report
would be made o the Board by the
Chairman as to what were the vecom-
mendations of the one group and the
recotnmendations of the other group,
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and the Board would then decide
whether to  accept  the recom-
mendations of both or either of the
groups. If there is a disagreement

and the matter goes to the
Board the two members of the Com-

pany could ask to meet the full Board
and, if in spite of that no agreement
is reached, the two members of the
Company standing firm, the Board
would then have the right as it
always had and there is nothing here
to take away that right, to fix the
price - of padi and rice contrary to
he desire of the two representatives
aof the Company. That price, as at

present, has to be approved by the
Governor.

1 am one of those who, despite what
anybody else says, always believe
that the Governor who is sent to
Bxﬁusb Guiana is an honest man. He
mav make mistakes, because no
human person can arrive at a right
decision on wrong facts, T have found
that in most cases, perhaps 95 per
cent., when 1 disagree violently with
the decision of the Head of the Ad-
ministration and the matter has been
gone into, the decision arrived at
was because the Head of the Ad-
ministration was given the wrong
facts, 1 am quite prepared o stand by
an impartial decision given by the
Governor at any time, or by the Gov-
ernor with the advice of the vepre-
sentatives of the people, because I
feel when both sides are allowed to
pmc;en*" their facts the side that is

ipht will always get the decision.
i{’,lm was brought out very forcibly
to me when the producer section of
t‘t“ Rice Marketing Board after the

vhitration award decided that it

ssﬂd be rvight to spread the losses
Board’'s  vear, 195152,
er three yvears Thoy gave me |
and [ thousht 1t a wise thing

a>f the laszti
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As a wmtiter of fact when the
Lority decision was taken that we
shuuld ask Government to approve of

the extra dollar, ore gentieman seid

he was going to oppose it and as
long as he did so it would not go

through. To prove my contention
thal vou can always depend en a

square deal if the facts are put, the
facts of the Rice Marvketing Beard
were put forwad and the Board was
permitied 1o pav that exira dollar,

even though it meant the Board
having tc pay out $600,000 that

it did not bargain for. I jusi mentioun
that to take away from the minds of
persons, when they get a
cision from the Governor or the
Officer Administering the Govern-
ment in this couniry, that the right
facts were put forward,

wrong de-

While speaking of the right facts,
Umay say I was very pleased to hear
the hon. Member for Eastern Dem-

erara (Mr., Debidin} suggest that

thousands of people make a living
out of the induslry, because I

thought they were all going to be
broke bv now because of the wrong
facts supplied. 1T was in Berhice and
s told a group of persons had es-

ta \!}sne:i that the cost of producing

a bag of padi was $6.80; but the price
with the additional dollar is $4.95,
and, therefore, those people m mctt

arca would lose $1.80 on ev

padi produced. I just mention that i
show that because of wrong facts

wrong decisions are made. It is when
wrong facts of that kind are given
that other poop"ﬂ who are willing
to put money into the indusivy
induced not to do g0 because ‘zt is
wf;\bh“mm that i

are

i wmid hike

el more and, therefore,
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to anything Wnl*‘i wikitate,

t that.

'ﬁ am going fo ask Government to
¢ this Couneil an undertaking that
b‘ﬂ?ﬂfC‘S in this Company held by
snment will not be parted with
soit o persons other than
loeal vice producers without consult-
ing the Legislative Council and
getfing its approval, and further that
Government will not invite any per-
son oulside that group to subscribe
to new shaves without the approval
of the Legislative Council. With that
safeguard I feel the people are abso-
lutely protected. As long as Govern-
ment holds the majority of shares
in this Company, it is cohvious that
this Company will always be indi-
rectly subjected {o the ruling of the
Legislative Council as it has public

tu W op

funds. Any -~ Member of this Coun-
cil ¢r any Minister, i he finds

things are not working as they should
and  that the divectors appointed by
the Governor are  not acting in the
protection of the pioneers, would have

every right to ~do as T have done
come here and @ give mnotice of a
motion and have it moved, recom-

mending to Government either the
removal of the persons appointed or
that Government divect them to de-
sist from their action. The producers
are not like a group of stragglers;
thev are  proverly  organised and
have a very virile association, and I
am sure they' will not hesitate in
the least to-make representation, if
this Company doeg anythmg to hurt
them in any way.

1 wani to point out before 1. take
my seat that the establishment of a
central mill on the Courantyne Coast
is not going to be an easy matter as
some people think, The rice growers
o5 the Courantyne Coast have been

3536

custor ue:fi o a u*’lfﬁii‘i systemn of
mﬂi ing, and it is feit they should cotte
tinue - with that. I really would he
pleased if these at - present
srowing  yice would continue

with their crop, it  would
mean that the present mills would .
always continue in existence ang thro
new mills would mill the .,urpiu.s
padi obtained from the new people
who join the band of growers of rice
and who have had lands provided
them. It should be obvious to every-
one in the rice industry that they
are not going to be the only persons
engaged in it. Quite 2 number of
races other than the Indian are now
becoming rice producers, and I am
sure that in time nuwmerous people
who are now holding white collar jobs
nay find it remunerative fo take
lands on the banks of the rivers and
go in for the seientific cultivation nf
rice. The industry would thereby
henefit because, if those people use
their intelligence to find out short
ruts in mechanical cultivation, anys
thing they find would not stay long -
as & secret and would be at the dis-
posal of evervbody ciqe who wam«
them.

I have asked for two assurances.
The second one, T know, Govern-
ment may not see eyve to eye with me
on, but T am asking at least that it
be tried. T am ~sure that if tried it
would work, and it would do more to
allay any fear of a biased decision
going before Government —— I mean
a two to one deeision. It would en-
sure that what goes to the Govern-
ment would be a difference of opinion
between two groups or representa-
tives of two organisations. I have no
fear whatever of what the final re-
sult would be in such c;zmmbtane&s} ‘
hecause 1 feel certain, as I have said
before, the Governor with the pz*c:sge;

facts before him will always give
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In this
ot help saying 5o, beeat
mudz depends on the {uture of um
rice industry  for the absovption of

our surplus population

The Presideat: Hon, Memboers have
‘agreed to sit late this alternoon, but
1 :‘xm afriad ¥ have another appoint-
woent at the Bishops” High School and
I do not want to disappoint them. In
the absence of a Depuly President
1 ask the hon. the Colonial Secretary
to take the Chair (The President ai
1his stage vacated the Chair).

The Chairman (The Colonial Sec-
Does any other Member
to speak to the motion?

Mr. Les: [ would like it to be re-
corded in this Council that I have
received two delegations from my
constituency, on hehalf of people who
are interested in the rice industry
there, and that the views I am about
to express now are theirs’ There-
fore T want Government to consider
them in that light. There is no doubt
that this motion will be passed, but
in every case where there is o
‘rainority opinion  affecting  the sub-
jects of Her Majesty's Government,
and expressed through their repre-
senfatives, it should be carefully
considered. As 1 have already indi-
cated, I shall express the views of
that minority and then express my
own views afterwards.

T

reta .n)

wish

1 think there are certain
things which  Government must
not ignore, and the first is the

fact that uhsm the Rice Marketing
Ovdinance was amended in 1950
Government had — and still has —
the mtfmtﬂm of permitting com-
panies to come mtn thiz industry. A
stand Was taken against the amend-
*nmt -1 am speaking of the Rice
M3 :k&;rzw (Amendment) Ordinance,
1950 but it was passed. If any
‘ilfﬂmmmr wmt\ to- come mto ‘the

18rr Decemeer, 1952, Rice Development oy,
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it haz to enter into an
t with Covernment.  Ad

wiag considered that the

that time it

CC was trying to develop
primary products for the benefit of
the iphabitanls of the West Indies,

in
aned these included rice.

One cannot deny the fact that most
ol the areas in the West Ind use
rice as their staple {food Her
Majesty's CGlovernment felt  that it
should give support {o this industry
and desired to embark upon negotia-
tions  for its development. It was
necessary, however, to have powers
given to Government for the carry-
ing out of the negotiations, and to
provide that they should be subject
to approval by the Legislative Coun-
cil. At that time I objected strongly
to the amendment of the (}fdinm‘«eﬁ.
and I was backed by the rice pro-
ducers in my constituency. When
Government came with the Agree-
ment and said that it must be subject

» the approval of the Legislative
Council T knew that capital - huge
capital—would be required for the
development of the industry, I
express that opinion, and after the
amendment was moved [ voted with
Government because | knew that
the industry required much capital
for its development. Capital is
required for the execution of watler
control  schemes, and also for the
giving of assistance in various wayvs
to the producers. Capital i
required also for the establishment
of central mills, and for the improve-
ment of the present mills so as to
enable the Rice Marketing Board to
make future contracts,

o iee

i

There is no doubt that if the rice
producers - growers, millers or
other persons interested in the in-
dustry—are to produce better results,
it means that at some time
the  mills  would have ta be
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properly equipped o a5 to meet the
contracts that will be eéntered into
by the Rice Marketing Board for the
benefit of the industry. The present
millers who are trving to meet the
demands of local consumption and
also of the contracts, are improving
their mills 85 mueh as thelr finances
permit,  but  there is no doubt
that if Government is going to
undertake a venture such as this,
the Company would be able fo assist
Government {0 help the producers
~—danecluding the millers. If the gues-
tion of water control is taken care
of hy Government, the central mills
would not be sufficient to cope with
the padi  that can be produced by
mechanization.

The millers are asking that
in the formation of this Com-
pany Government should, if neces-
sarv, loan  money for the im-
provement of those mills that are
situate far from the central ones,

My constituency would not be near,

tn any central millg, and the millers
there are willing fo pledge their
holdings in order to get advances to
improve their mills, and to get better
water control. T ask you, Mr. Chair-
man, to convey to Government their
desive in this respect. T think that
would be only fair to these small
miflers,  and I would like to know
whether - there is° anything in the
Agreement  which would enable
them to obtain this assistance. They
fear absorption by the central mills,
and while I would not say that that
fear is well founded, it is there,

The price being paid for padi at
the Mahaicony-Abary mill now
exceeds the price of $4.95 vper bag
that was fixed by the Board. Through
proper management and proper ad-
ministration, and with due regard
for the welfare of Lh@%e

of LecisLative Councis Rice Development Coy.
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tlie authorities have informed people
who have taken their padi to the mill,
that they will have {o pay 5 cents
por bag more on every bag of padi
seld to the mill. How then, as svas
pointed out to me, can it be said
that  the sma}l mills can compete
agoinst the central mills when the
latter can Offft”i‘ prices bevond thosge
fixed by the Board for padi? These
small millers feel that what occurred
recently might very well occur again
in future. They also feel that if they
can get contracts at prices just an
edge above those fixed by the Board,
they would be able to survive. The
Agreement states that there should
be a falr margin of profit for the
operation of these mills, and if they
do not get that they would be w:pe}d\ .
out.

It is provided in the Agreement
sn thal compensation must be paid
or the existing mills if they go out
of operation. How then can Govern-
ment say that there should be no
fear in the minds of these people?
Government should say whether
there would be an arbitration board .
or otherwise in this respect. How can
any right-thinking person say, there-
fore, that all these things appearing
in the mdtion should be approved
y this Council? It was previously
provided that all the profits made by
the Rice Marketing Board should be
utilized for the benefit of the pro-
ducers. I would like to ask, however,
whether - these produc e rs have
benefited 88
ana except ,
lating to the price of bags
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the honesty  and in-
o it

spendent  or
;:1}1\7 ui '“i{* it VEOTis

11 Government is going to guaran-
tee the establishment of this Com-
shouldn’t  the Rice

’Lz:iwh:w immri he the only single-
selling organisation? 1 think the
picture is plain, and that the back-
grounnd cannot be altered. Section §

(2} of the Rice Marketing Ordi-
nance, No. 5 of 1946, states:—
sie Commitiee shall consist of six

members of the Board who mmi be —

{(z}y the Chalrman

(h)  the Vice-Chairman

(¢} one member of the Board
m}ymiuwd by the Gavemor

s be o member of the Com-
mxttee* and )

{3} thres other members of the
Hoard appoinied by the
Board to be members of the
Committes,”

“"{‘rw persons io be appointed under

by of subsection (2) of
n shall be selected from the
0:3? the Council or other
body of the Association:
that wuntil the Association
2 established or where for
sny reason the A*‘o‘mczatmn ceases to
funetion or  fails  to elect a council
or governing body of the Association,
the Governor shall szelect such rice
producers  for appoeiniment as in his
diseretion he constders fit)”

‘”h ".}V%f &

l*- ag

Now, let us see who are the mem-
bers of the Board at the present
moment, and  whether the pro-
ducers have any confidence in them
or not. There are, from this Council,

Messrs.  Haatgever, Fernandes and
Farnum, and then there are the
Dirveetor of Agriculture, the Land

Settlement Officer, the Comptroller
of Customs, and Mr. H. . Seaford,
as members nominated by Govern-
ment. Let us see whether we cannot
fit into this Board members from the
Company, which Government is try-
ing to form. Here we have the hon.
WMember for Georgetown Central (Mr.
Ferpandes)—an Elected Member of

of 16 I};fm*vmm 1%‘? Rice }')pwlmmzen. im;

©so great that he

this Council ~— who is Chairman of
the Board. Hiz 3”‘%3%]3“* to arbitvate is
has the entire confl-
dence of the hmmbo'“ of the Board
:zs’zﬂ of the rice producers themselves.
I ooy that  beeause of ocensions  of
which 1 am aware, when he came as
Chairman of the Board to the help
of the rice producers in Wakenanm,
I would sav that he hag got that tvpe
of judgment which ean only come
imm a great and sincere heart Then
there is Mr. Raatgever who Is a
Nominated Member of this Council

Is it not possible for Government,
which is capitalising this Company, to
send  from either the House of
Assembly or the State Council—hoth
of which are soon to be introduced
—nominated men of integrity to this
Rice  Marketing Board? We have
representing  Government there at
present, the Director of Agriculture
and the Land Settlement Officer, who
will now be absorbed in the new
Company, but there are others guite
fit for nomination through Govern-
ment. There is also the Comptroller
of Customs, who could be absorbed
through nomination by the Com-
pany. If there are to be eight mem-
bers representing the rice producers,
and eight representing Government,
there should be, by all means, a free
and frank discussion as regards rice
prices and so on. If seems to me that
the representatives of Government
can look after the interests of Gov-
ernment, because the Company will
he Government—sponsored.

When the rice producers have
subscribed  some of the  capital
nominations could be made so as to
give them representation on the

Board for the consideration of all
interests—such things as milling,

subgidization of the rice growers and
so on. Whyv should Government

3342
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mmi, to appmnt a Jmnt, Marketmg
Corpmittee which would only advise?
Why - should this be done? This
money would be Government's
money, and 1 accept the suggestion
of the hon, Member for Georgetown
Central that rice growers should be
given an oportunity to take shares.
Clause 9 of the Agreement should be
delcted, and T advise Government to
subseribed some of the capital. T think
it is the duty of Government to
inspire confidence on the part of the
producers in the industry, and now
that they are promoting this Com-
pany I do not think there is need for
the appointment of a Joint Market-
ing Committee with all these privil-
eges.

1 agree with the view of my con-
stituents that unless clavse 9 is
deleted from this Agreement they
cannot accept Government's propo-
sal at all. Government has invested
the people’s money through the
Finance Committee from time to time
inn. order that the  Mahaicony
Abary scheme should be started —
land purchased and so on—and I am
sure that hon. Members of this
‘Covneil  have seen the wisdom of
such action, Why can’t Government
now sayr  “We want to form this
Company;, we will borrow
£5,000,000 and issue debentures, and
we' will - also  guarantee pavment
of these debentures within a certain
time.” In my humble opinion this
Agreement is not necessary at all.
Government  should have come to
this Legislative Council and stated
that they wanted to borrow money
to form this Company and then ask
for permission to proceed accord-
inglv. I also agree with the hon.
Member for Eastern Demerara that

we should see the Articles of Asso-

“eiation of this new Company.

M%;E‘E; ifii?:"x P;ce l) 1;@?6;3171011: Coy. 3344 :

Can
anyone say that these small pro-
ducers who plant their small areas
should continue without knowing
anything about the aims and objects
of this Company? 1 desire to point
oui, however, that I have obtained
300 copies of this Agreement from
the B.P.I. and have distributed them
in-my constitueney.

The people are saying that Gov-
ernment has involved the rice indus-
try of the Colony by raising and
guaranteeing this loan, and that the
industry will be at stake so long
as it has to repay it. There is no
doubt about that. You cannot twist
it at all, because the Agreerent savs
there must be that margin that
should be taken into consideration
by this Committee and be reflected
in the price. Mr. President, do you
realize that if you have eight strong
members of the Rice Producers
Association on the Committee, when
it comes to the price to be fixed by
this Committee, only the rice millers
would benefit and the growers would
suffer” The time may come when the
miilers can be out-voted in the

Association and there will then be
stand

all greowers whd will
united. There will always be dis-
content and disagreement between
the Rice Committee and the Board.

The Financial Secretary and Treasurer:
Who will mill the rice?

Mr. Lee: Let us assume that they
ave accepted the central mills.
They do not say there must not be
Lemral mills, but that they expect to
put money in them. They would then

‘have a voice on the directorate of
the Company and money would not

be squandered in high salaries. Thev
say  “We will put. our money it
provided we have a voice.” T am n{
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e in Beonomics, but fthis is a
buginess proposition. We have to
meet  this §§  million. One  other
thing which is very striking is that
these mills, ag the hon. Member for
Georgetown Central says, wiil not
be completed within  three to four
vears, but the money that will be
borowed has to  be repaid in  five
vears' time. When the mills are
erected thev will be able to repay
that money, but it cannot be repaid
in one vear.

the Financiol Secretary and Treasurer:
It has never heen suggested that the
initial capital
repaid  out of the project. I have
emphasized over and over again thal
this short term lean is to give a
chance to refinance the capital in the
best wav possible, and T have sug-
gested that the best way possible is to
put it out to public mﬂscrim‘ It
was never intended that the %5 milm
Hon was part of the capital 1o be

repaid out of the profits. That is quite

impossible

Ay, lee: Take it for granted that
within five vears, or the limil of ten
vesrs, this money that is borrowed
frora  time to time has to be repaid
and to refinance the capital you have
to issue shares 1o the public. Can yvou
sav that the rice producer will have
confidenice in the erection of the
central mill, when after it has just
started ynu want them to put their
money into it? You can only issue the
call for public kubsm‘ﬁvon when the
experts are brought and have seen
the ramifications of the private com-
pany. That is why the hon. Member
for Georgetown Central is right, when
he says that this Legislature should
only give its assent when the
sharves are to be issued 1o the public.
He has seen it in one way and I have
seert it in the other wav. He savs he

Motion... Estab, of 18ra Drcemi mza_

of %5 milion will be’
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afuui only vote for it if ahs
: i vhen the shares woe

that v

to be issued the people most _f;r“zter»
ested — I think he means the rice
growers—are to be given preference,

The Finoncial Secretary ond Tregsurer
That is in the Message.

Mf. Lee: But that is not the Agree-

nent which binds these people. Put

"ii the conditions in the Agreement
and vou will find that the people will
agree. The Message is there, but as
the hon. Member for Cental Demera-
ra says, a Member may wmove a
motion and the WMinister of Agricul-
ture will have a very stirring time,
Be that as it may, let us see that it
is done now. Pass an amendment to
the Rice Marketing Board Ordinance

puiting in all the ferms of the
Agreement. One other thing, which

i not in the
striking,
of ii:

and is most
- is my deﬁucﬁrm

A gr@ﬂmsﬁn‘f
is this -

Ciau»o 10 of E*o Agrement says

{a 3
not
fixed

f the minimum
the Board” ..

3

It does not say it shall be a part
of the law, but when it is introduced
as on \”fﬁh.ance it will be part of 2
law and, therefore, must operate. The
only way to compel any company to
buy padi is to say in the law “They
,sm,il purchase padi,” You, Sir, have
Just come  to the Colony and you
heve not seen the distressed lot of
these rice growers when their crop
is in and the rains wet the padi. If
there is only the ceniral mill which
has absorbed all the other m’ﬂﬂ
when the grower takes his padi to
the mill all wet—I would like the
hon. Member for Georgetown Cen-
tral to realize this — he may be told
“You have such a quantity that the

e
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dryer cannot take  all of it oft™
“What is that poor rice grower
to do, when it is said in the
Rice Marketing Board Ordin-
ance that he must deliver clean,
dry and well minnowed padi? Can
the Government say it is in  the
Agreement that the central mills are
compelled to buy the padi? If the
contral mill declines to take his padi,
the only thing he can do is to dump
it into a trench to grow as it likes.
These are things that should not be
overlocked. My  people own mills

and I have seen how the people
suffer.
T do not see why Government

should have the price fixed in such a
manner. The Board demands that the
padi be delivered at the factory. If a
man’s rice cultivation is 10 miles
from the factory and the padi must
be delivered at the factory, that man
has to pay the expenses of the
delivery and, therefore, the people
who are living near the central mill
would have the full benefit of the
minimum price and the man living
far off would have more transporta-
tion expenses, Has Government
considered that aspect of it? Are you
going to establish your central mills
with plantation labour? That is not
the object and policy of Govern-'

ment. . The policy of the Govern-
ment is to help the rice growers.

Is provision made in the Agresment
that the  central mill is tfo buy the
padi at certain distances away at
the same price as when they buy
near the mili?

When 1 was a member
Trade Union  investigating

of a
wages

and  conditions of work I dis-
covered that the sugar estates

neavest to Georgetown paid the
lowest wages. The same would be in
this case, everybody would clamour

1y Clouncit. Rice Development Coy. 3348

and they would have to pay back

for the rice flelds  that ave near to
the central mill. I take it the poliey
of Government is to help every rice
grower in order to give him an
economic living, and the object of
fixing a minimum price is to take
into consideration how much it costs
him to live. Therefore, the further
the grower is from the central mill
the more it would cost him in the
cujtivation of a bag of padi. The
vice growers of my constituency say
they have iwo mills on their island,
but they would like to be given an
opportunity to sell their padi to the.
central mill. The central mill would
thereby make more profit and they
would get more for their padi. The
more padi the mill gets would make

the cost of production less. It is
gsimple arithmetic.
Unless it is put into the Agree-

ment, how can I, as an Elected Mem-
her of this Couneil, say. I will vote .
with the Government in this matter?
My people welcome the Company.
They say, “If at all you want to do
away with the small mills, erect a

central mill in the various a‘reafs; ‘
and each area would pay off the cost
of its mill in a number of years”. The .
mills would then be the people’s mills

the money by taxation or otherwise.
“Tell us how much it would cost and
that we have to produce so many
tons of padi per crop to meet it, and
we would  try our utmost in order
that we could have a say in the
government of that . ecentral mill”
That is all my people are asking,
and that can be done through the
Rice Marketing Board Ordinance in
which Government has provided the
machinery,

The rice millers on. the Esse-
quibo - Coast and at Wakenaam

at one time used to get together and
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say thev arve ncxt%myingg more than  chase padi at certain distances away
$1.00 or $1.20 per bag of padi. In the from the mill. I leave that to the
meanwhile, other millers in other Government. The price should not
districts paid more, but they could be at the same minimum rate
ngt induce the people to sell their payzble near the mill 1 will
padi to them. Representation was give an example, You  have
made to the Board in the matter, and the Cane Grove seltlers planting

the Board, although it acted outside
the Ordinance, assisted them. As soon
as the Peard came into the picture
the price went up. The hon. Member
for Georgetown Central has earned
the respect of those people.  Under
section 15 (2) of the Rice Marketing
Board Qrdinance, No. 5 of 1946, the
Poard can purchase padi from time
to time in any district. The Board
did so and showed to the rice
growers in my constituency that the
Board had their interest at heart.

Let us take the Agreement and see
whether it has their interests at heart.
Clause 10 does not say the Company
will purchase padi in any area. What
wiil happen? The growers in sy
constituency will have to return to
the hon. Member for Georgetown

combine its interest with the interest
of the central mill. The interest of a
central mill is always to get as

. rmuch padi as it can in order to mill

it into rice and so reduce the cost of
operation and production. When it is
stated in this Agreement that the
padi is to be purchased at the mini-
mum price, it means that the padi
has to be delivered at the mill In
that case the rice millers in my con-
stituency will be very glad, because
they know that the rice grower has
to pay the freight for the transport-
ation of the rice to the central mill,
and thereby will get less for his pro-
duce.

1 do ask Gevernment to consider
that in this Agreement there should
be provision whereby it would be
compulsory on the Company to pur-

padi. Thev have to take that padi,
if it is wet, to the drver ervected by
ihe Scheme, pay the freight involved
and then fake that padi to the
Scheme  before thev are given the
price. Arve they getting the price
fixed by the Board in the event of

the Scheme paving the minimum
price?

It iz not fair and my people
contend that the same thing will

cecur to them, and so they are ask-
ing Government to consider that as-
pect-of the matter and see what can
be done. They desire to be given the
privilege that the central mill will be
compelled to mill their padi into rice,
if they do not want to sell it to the
mill That is guite easy. The central
mill is not a rice-growing organiza-
tion; it is for the people to plant
and take the padi there to be milled.
If the growers cannot accept the

price offered by the mill, they should

be given the option to have their
padi milled into rice there. 1t has
been done. The millers do it today
Orn the Courantyne Coast the people
take their padi to the mill and have
it milled into rice, and once they get
the price they know they should get,
they would sell. The central mill, can
do the same shing. Give the people an
opportunity  to mill their padi into
rice without selling to the mill. T do
ask Government to consider that a
central mill is a milling organization
and should take people’s padi and
mill it inte rice for them.

Council will now
Friday,

The Chairman:
adjourn to 2 pm. tomorrow
18th December, 1952,

&
:
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