- WEDNESDAY, 31sT DEceMpEr, 1952

The Couneil met at 2 .

PRESENT:

The President, His Excelleney the
Officer Administering the Government,
Mr. Jobn Gutch, CM.G., O.B.E.

The Hon. the
Mr. J. L. Fletcher,

Colonial Seeretary,
O.BE, T.D, (Acting)

The Hon.  the Attorney-General,
Mr. ¥. W. Holder, Q..

The Hon. the Financiaj Beeretary

and Treasurer, Mr. E. F. McDavid,
C.M.G., C.B.E.
. The Hon. T. Lee {Essequibo
- River),

The Hon. V. Roth, O.BE. (Nomi-
nated).

The Hon. &,
(Nominated)

A. €. Farnum, O.BE.

The Hon, D, P. Debidin {Bastern
Demerara), .

The Hen.

lon. J. Fernamdes (George-
town Central), ‘

The Hon. D, C. Jagan, (Central
rara}.

‘The Hon.
Berbice,)

The Hon. W. A, Phang, (North
Western Distriet,

A. T. Peters, (Western

The Hon. G. H. Smeltie, (Nomi-
nated)y,

The Hon. W. A. Macnie, C.M.G.
G.B.E. (Nominated),

The Clerk read prayers.

The Minutes of the meeting of the
Council held on Tuesday, the 23rd of
December, 1952, as printed and eireu-
lated, were taken as read and confirmed.

PRESENTATION oF REPORTS AND Docy-
MENTS

The Financial Secretary and Treas-
urer : I beg to lay on the table the fol-
lowing doeuments .

The Supplementary Estimate for the
guarter ended 30th September, 1852,

The Scheduie of Provision requited
during 1952 for Development Plan Ser-
vices for the guarter ended 20th Seutem-
ber, 1952, to be met from sarplus
balances, ;

GOVEENMENT NOTICES

INTRODUCTION oF By,

The Attorney-General: I beg to
give notice of the introduction and first
reading of the following Bill, and of my
intention to move the suspension of the
relevant Standing Rules and Orders in
order to proceed with the first reading
at a later stage s

A Bill infituled “An Ordinance to pro-
vide for the impert and export duties of
customs 1o be imposed upon certain goods
imported into or exported from the Coi.
ony and for the imporfation and  ex-
portation of any goods without payment
of Customs duty. ;

SUPPLEMENTARY EsTiMaTes

The Finanelal Secretary and Treas-
urer: I beg to give notice of the fol-
lowing motion 1o

(1) “That, this
Bupplementary  Estimate for
ended 30th September, 1952,
been laid on the table”

Couneil approves the
the fquarter
which has
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DEVELOPMENT PLAN  SERVICES

(ii) “That, this Council approves the
Schedule of Provision reguired during
1952 for Development Plan Services for
the quarter ended 30th September, 1052,
1o be met from svrplus balances, which
has heen laid en the table”

PETITION

Mr. Roth on behalf of Dr. Singh,
< g petition from Harey Cyras,
cler and time-keeper, Public
partment, praying for & wra-

- tnity.
rETorRy OF CLERK oF COUNCIL

#y. Lee: Before the Order of the
Day is proceeded with 1 desire, on he-
half of this Couneil. to welcome back to
duty the Clerk of the Council, Mr. Crum
Twing, who was our delegate at the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Associa-
tion’s Conference which was held in Of-
tawa vecently.

Myp., Farnum: The hon. Member
has anticipated me, T am very glad o see
the Clerk of the Counell back and I am
sure that the experience he has gained
will be useful both to himself and to us.

ORDER OF THE DAY

COVERNMENT  WIHARVES
RULEZ, 1952

{CHARGES)

The Colonial Secretary: I bep to
TAOVE =

“That, this Council approves of the draft
Covernment Wharves (Charges) Hules,
1952, which have been laid on the table.”

Under section 4 of the Government
Wharves Ordinanee, 1903, this Council
is ampﬁwered to make Rules for the levy-
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ing of tolls or other payment to be made
by any person ov vessel using any Gove-
evnment wharf, These Bules, which we
are now considering, provide for the
tevying of charges on vessels loading oy
discharging any material for emergen-
cies at the Government wharves listed
in the Schedule to the Rules. Provision
is made in the Rules for obtaining the
prior approval of the General Manager
of the Trapsport and Harbours Depart-
ment hefore a veszel proceeds to toad or
discharge, and provision is alse made
that such vessel, even after permissior
has been given, must give way fo a ves-
sei of the Transport and Harbours Des
partment. The Bules and charges have
heen considered by the Advisory Coun-
cil of the T. H. 0., and have been ap-
proved by that Board and recommended
to thizs Council. 1 beg to move that
the Rules be approved.

The Financial Secretary and Treas:
arer: T heg to second the maotion.

Motion put, and agreed to.

Customs DuriEs Biun, 1952

The Attornev-General; 1 beg to
move the suspension of the relevant
Standing Rules and Orders to enable me
to move the first reading of the Bill in-
tituled-—

“An Ordirance to provide for the ime
port and export duties of Customs to be
imposed upon certain geods impaorted inte
or exported from the Colony and for the
importation znd exportation of any goods
without payment of Customs Duty.”

Hon, Members will recollect that
during the course of the consideration
af the Bill to consclidate and amend the
ww relating to Customs, I pointed out
¢o this Council that Parts 1 and 111 of
the First Schedule to that Bill had not
been printed, but that in due course those
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two Parts would  be presented  to the
Council for consideration. I also pointed
eut that in the Provisional Collection of
Taxes Ordinance, Chapter 41, seetion 2
reads ——

“2. When the Governor-in-Couneil hag,
during . any  session of the Legislative
Council, approved of the introduction into
the Legisltaive Counei of ‘2 Bill whereby,
i it be passed ints law, an Timpoit . ér
excise duly is Imposed
articles previously exempt from that duty,
or wherchy the import or excise duty or
dutieg prevously payable on any article
or arficles is. altered, the Governor-in-
Council may order that the Comptroller
of Customs or the Chief Cormmissary, as
the case may be, shall demand, levy, and
eolléct on that article or those articles,
the vespective duty or duties set forth in
the Bill as the duty or duties to be levied
thereon respectively, instead of the duties
payable thereon, vespectively, under the
existing law:

Provided that, where the alteration ai
the duly contained in the Bill is a reduc-
tion of the duty under the existing Taw
the duty under the existing Taw shall he
levied: and eollected.”

Then section 3 states to

(1) Bvery Order aforesaid  ghall
come into force on the day
whereon a motion for the frst
reading of the Bill is made in
the Legislative Couneil and,
for the pericd limited by this
section, shall have statutory
effect as if contained in an
Ordinance.

(2} The Order shall cease to have
statutory  effect

(8) on  the  tejection by the
Legislative Council of  the
Bill in respect of which the
Order was issued: or

By on the withdrawal of the
Bill; or,

(e} when the BN enacted comes
into operation as an Ordiz-
ance’,

This Bill has already been approv-
ed by the Governor in Council and an
Order has heen made by the Governor
in Council in terms of the provisiong

Lecisvative Councir,

on any article or

Dutics Bill 351

of this Ordinance. Therefore, it

hecessary that I should ask for the si
pension of the Standing Rules and O
ders to enable me 1o move the first read-
ing of the Bill so as to bring i within
the ambit of this provision. Hon. Mem-
bers will, of tourse, appreciate the noe
essity for this procedure where taxati
is being changed op altered, - Ace
ingly, 1 beg to meve that the velo
Standing Rules and Orders be suspe
ed. 1 should like to add that »
now being published to re
Standing Rules and Order;

Bule 37 (o) it is provided t]

“(c) Every Bill, except a Bill to
bose or alter import, export or ex
duties, shall he published in the Gz
for peneral information.” ‘

As this is g Bill of that nature it
has not been published in the Gazette,
for very obvious reasons. I may men-
tion also that the Customs Ordinance
wihich ~hag alveady received its third
reading, will be published in Saturday's
Gazetio, ] beg to move that the relevant
Standing Rules and Orders be now sug-
pended, :

The Colonial Seeretary :

I bepg to
second the motion,

Question put, and agreed to.

Standing Rules and Owders  sug-
pended,
The Attorney-General: I beg to

move the first veading of a Bill inti-
tuled— '

“An Ordinance to provide for the import
and export duties of Customs o be im-
posed upon certain goods imported intg
or exported from the Colony and for the
importation and exportation of any gnods
without payment of Customs  duty”

In moving the first reading j
must  emphasize the fact that in
pursuance of section 3 of the Pro-
visional Collection of  Taxes ©Ordin-
ance these taxes and rates are ool-
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octable. The rates which appear in vhe
pifts to the Schedule will he the raies
hich the Comptrolicr of Custoras i
Jithorized to collect, I move that this
il be now read u first time.

The Celonial Secretary: 1 beg Lo

second the motion.
Question put, and agreed to.
Bill read a first time.

The Attorney-General : May 1 be
pepmitted to mention one fact — that
it cis not proposed 1o deal with the
pems of the tariffs now, but that is the
Qaw. follewing upon the Provisional Tol-
tectinn of Taxes Ordipance and the Or-
der in Council made thereon.  FTlon
Members will have an opportunity 1o
study the tariffs in detail, so that when
the Council resumes they will he in &
pogition to express iheir views in con-
nection with those tariffs. That iz the
srocedure which nas to be adopted i
the light of the particular circomstances
i respect of the collection of certain

taxes of this nature. I may also men-
tion that if and when the Bill ig passed
theye is provision in the Bill for Parts i
and 111 to be inscrted in the Customs
Ordipance which has just been enacted.

The Colonial Secretary : May Iin-
form hon. Membeiz ot a rather unfor=
tunate thing that has happened with
regard to the suvply of copigs of the
“chedule of Tarify, The most eaveful
arrangement was made to have 1,000
hound copies available for importers and
merchants  tomorrow morning. They
were despatehed in time from London
by air mail, and were due to arrvive in
the Colony Tast Saturday. After a lot
of telegraphing we have managed to
irack them down at Dakay, from where
they will go on to Papamaribn and then
to Dritish Guiana. It is very unfortun-
ate, and T do hope that importers and
merchants will not he pat to too mach
sneanvenietice by the one or two daysg’
delay, which is gnite anavoidable as far

21sT DECEMBPER, 1052

Duties Bill 85316
a5 we ave concerned in British Guiana,
before these bound printed copies of the
Tariffs arvive. in order to aesist, the
Comptroller of Customs i making a
number of copies available for use by the
public i the Bondroom at the Customs
House, and also to supply the Chamber
of Commierce. They may arvive fonicht,
or there may yet be another day before
those copies turn up.

Fiy, Fernandes: Is this going to
e published in the Cfficial Gozette?

The Atterney-Gemeral: This wiil
be publisked but, as the hon. the olo-
nial Seeretary has pointed out, the cop-
ies we had hoped to be available for pub-
lieation in the Gazelie have not yet are
rived. I will he published in the Gaz-
cite in due time.  Copies were made
available for Merabers so that they coulid
wave them bLefore them today, 1 may
mention that hen, Members will see
chat amendments have been ingerted so
that there should be ne misapprehension
in regard to them. They are on page
48—the substitution of “free and Tie,”
for “3 and 169, in respect of item 716—
61 “Wood working machinery”. On
page 66 the ingertion in itemn 12 of a

new sub-item (3) and the renumbering

of the printed sub-item (3) as {4y and
also the imsertion of the words “and
Norway” after the woid “America” In
the third line. On page 67 the deletion
of item 26 and on page 68 the insertion
of the words “other than newsprint”
after the word “paper” in the first line
of item 42. 1 am just mentioning them
for the purpose of record.

My, Fernandes @ I think there is g
mwigprint on page 25—

My, Macnie : When iz it proposed
to take the second veading?

The Afterneyv-Gengral ¢ On Thurs
day, 8th Jannary.
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Mir. Macnie : 1 am thinking of what
the hon. the Colon Beeretary sa
about the unfortunate delsy of the ar-
vival of the copies. We all realize that
L no one here is responsible. I wonder

when these copies will arrive, and whe-
ther they will arvive in thne to permit
of study by those largely concerned,
many of whom are not here,

&

The President : They shoula arrive
here before the 8th January. 1 thought
bon. Members would want to get through
this matter as quickly ag possible.

The Aftorney.General We have
no desire that opporiunity should not
be given to thoss who are interested in
the Tariffs and matters of this kind 1o
study the details.

The President: I is {0 the general
advantage to have more time:

Mr. Smellie : Would it be possible
for the hon. the Attorney-General to

say where these Tariffs differ to sorne
extent  from the Tariffy now  in
existence?

The Attorney-General : There are
variatiops, but | At not prepared to say
to what extent at the moment. I wilj
be ready to go into the details when we
meet next Tuesday.

Mr. Fernandes : 1 was wondering
whether it is possible for Government
to supply Members with a complete copy
of the present Tariffs. The only way
the copy of the proposed Tariffs {s of
4s¢ to ug is if we can compare them with
the duties st present existing. Then
ous can see exactly where changes are
made and what effect they are likely to
have. Except one tan get the whole of
the present Tariffs one would not be
the position one should he when the pro-
posed Tariffs are heing discussed. !
agree with the hon Member that per-
haps it may be vetter to have two weeks
instead of one to study them. Whether

& wmore Infimate knowledge of the.
‘changes.

we have one or two we
Is essential that v
present. TarifTs,

The Attorsiev General: We ear
take the second reading and go intg
Committes, and on rhose items which ve.
main the same, obviously no discussio:
will be centred aroung them, or when
there are any reductions. There ma
bossibly be consideration of items which
are inereased, but those items may })ﬂ,:
inereased to such an extent that prob
ably it will not he worth while discuss-
ing them. So I think hon. Members
will ‘appreeiate the point that if ws
can take the second reading on fhe 2t
January, by that time they may have

Mr. Macnie: With due respect to
the hon, the Attorney-General, is he
soing to inform us which items huve
been increased or decreased? Othey-
wise, the remarks of the hon. Member
for Georgetown Central apply. . Those
of us who have copies of the existing
Tariffs know that there are very few
available,

The President : | think it ig desir-
able that Members should have copies
of the present Tariffs. -We may leave

it like that for the moment. I want 1o
point and that s, i

mention one ofhey
is important that the Binance Conmit-
tee should get down to the considera-
tion of the draft HEstimates. 1 do not

know whether Members would bhe wre-
pared to start on Monday. The hon.

the Finaneial Secretary
s quite ready,

and Tredsurer

Mr. Debidin . May I make an aps.
peal that we sit, if possible, in the even.
ings, and easpecially when we come into
Council with what has been done in
Finange Committee, so ag to get through
the Budget ag early ‘as possible. We
know how tedious and long the sittings
are. It is merely a request that we git
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gs rather than during the

day- :
The President: 1 have no objec
o sitting at nights.

Mr. Wefnandes: 1 do ot mind
hether we @it in the evening ofr during
but i cannot attend before
next, except at groal
mconvenience. T have atten ded
geveral mectings of the Finance

Committee, and 1 reppembey  on
one oceasion having to sit in this

Couneil Chamber from 2 gelock untl
afier 3 o'clock, awaiting to gel a quorum
£o1 4 start to be maae. | am afraid, B
if the meetings are to be held on Monday
and Tuesday next, the hon. the Finan-
cial Secretary and Treagurer May find
himself in the position of having to
wait for a guorum and losing wmuch
timpe. 1 am prapared to work contin-
vously from Wedpesday next, day and
pight if necessary. { have already fized
my business for Monday and Tuesday
next,

The President: Should we Say

Wednesday ?

Ay, Fernandes: We can continue
every day alter that.

The President: 1 we are not able
to take the Bill on Thursday, then the
hon. the Financlal Becretary and Treas-
urer may utilize that day.

NEw YEAR FELICTTATIONS

My, Dabidin:  Ag one of the elect-
ed Members of this Council may I crave
your indulgence, sir: as thiz is MHew
Year's BEve, to extend felicitations for

. the coming year, fivat of all to you as

Prosident of this Council, and to wish

you all health and happiness in the com-

ing year, In that 7 wigh fo Jein your

“hetter half’” Mrs, Guteh. feel that 1

speak for the entive Council in theso

good wishes which 1 most heartily ex-
tend. EA
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1n doing so I also wish to remember
one who had been President of this
Council for the best part of the 1
vefer to Sir Charles W oolley. 1 do wish
this Council would send him its best
wishes for peace & { happipess 0 his
vetirement and particnlarly in the year

1953.

We know, sir, that the President of
this Council hag a very important func-
tion to perform. Not only has he gol o
contend with the affairs of State buf
with conilicting poinis in debate and
procedure, and even conflicting emotions
in this Council, and he has to be very
firm at times in his control of the meeb
ing, 1 feel very proud to be able to
qay that in procedure, egpecially in the
light of recent experience in other places,
Tritish Guiana stands ond to none
the dignity and decorum in which the

debates and the conduct of affairs take
place in this Council,  We do set a very

andard, and T am able to say
plages within

high st
having visited other
cent times,

Speaking persenaily ! do wish also
to join those who have been working very
hard in this Council~—not only the Clerk
of Council, to whose honour it hag fallen
to represent this Couneil at the Parlia-
mentary Association Conference recent
iv, and the one who acted in his plaes,
but also the Official Reporters,

As rvegards Members of Couneil |
need hardly say that 1 koow each one
would like to wish the other evety
happiness in the coming year, and parti-
cularly success in any politieal venture
in which they may sally forth

That brings me to ihe point that

as we approach the New Year wo
must be very conscious of the fact that

1053 iz going to be pregnant with
great deal of history-making for British
CGuiana. 1 feel extremely confident
that the General Eleciions, one of
the greatest events in the history of
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this Colony, will have come and passed,
ag i will, under the new Constitution, be
based on adul e, with satisfac-
tory results t itish Guiana. Tt is
my hope and praver that the results will
be satisfactorv, We do wish that the
people of this country will ‘ishom
marked sense of vesponsibility in not
merely knewing how to exercise ihe
franchise but also in bearing the re-
gponsibility which the new Constitution
will throw upon their shoulders—fhose
who have to elect under that Constitu-
tion the men who are fo carry on in a
very large measure the affairs of CQov-
ernment which hitherto were carvied on
by Officials of Government. Tt is a vare
responsibility, and I do send up a praver
and an appeal that when we approach
that big day in the New Year the people
of this country will c¢hoose wisely their
leaders for the now Government {o come
inte this Council. 1 look forward ex-
tremely confident to the future of Brit-
ish Guiana, and T will end on this note:
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that everyone in British Guiana must
pull together and pull in vight di-
rection, if that divection is to take us to
progress and prosperity,

The President: I am very grateful
to the hon. Member for his kind wishes
to myself and wife, and to’ Sir Chayles
Woolley. T am sure Sir Charles will
very much appreciate the fact that he
has been a source of honourable men:
tion on this last day of the old vear. I
should also like to endorse g fot of what
the hon. Member has said, but T am
afraid it is not proper for me to wish
hon. Members all success in certain
directions. PFut we have got to krow
one another durine cur time in this
Council, and it would be & matter of re-
fret not to see any of vou here when
the new Assembly meets. T think that
in a sufficiently cautions remark, 1
wish vou all the best in 1953,

Conneil adjourned until

2 pm.on
Thursday, 8th Jannary, 1958, : .
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