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LEGISLATIVE COU CIL. 

T iUilSDAY, 14T:H SEPTEMBER, 1950. 

The Council met at 2 p. m., His 
Excellency the Governor, Sir Charles 
Woolley, K.C.M.G., O.B.E., M.C., Presi
dent, in the Chair. 

PRESENT: 

The President, His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir Charles Campbell Woolley, 
K.C.M.G., O,B.E., M.C.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr.
J. Gutch, O.B.E.

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
F. W. Holder, K.C. 

'1.'he Hon. the Fin:incial Secretar) 
and Treasurer, Mr. E. F. McDavid, C.M.G., 
C.B.E.

The Hon. Dr. J. B. Singh, O.B.E.
(.!Jemerara-Essequibo). 

The Hon .. T. Lee (Essequibo River). 

The Hon. W. J. Raatgever (Nomi
na'.ed). 

The Hon. C. P. Ferreira (Berbice 
River). 

The Hor:. Capt. J. P. Coghlan (Dem
erara Riv'..:r). 

The Hon. D. P. Debidin (Eastern 
D 1=merara). 

The Hon. J. Fernandes (Georgetown 
Cimtral). 

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon. A. T. Peters (Wes tern 
Berbice). 

The Hon. W. A. Phang (North Wes� .. 
ern rnstrict). 

The Hon. G. H. Smellie (Nominated) 

The Hon. F. E. Morrish (Nominated). 

'l'he Clerk read prayers. 

The minutes of the Meeting of the 
Council held on the 8th of September, as 
printed and circulated, were taken as read 
and confirmed. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

ANTIGUA ACCEPTS CASH G IF'l'. 

The PRESIDENT: Hon. Members 
will recollect that at the meeting of the 
Council last week we passed a Resolution 
voting £1,000 as this Colony's contribu
tion to the relief of the distress in 
Antigua. I informed the .acting Governor 
of the Leeward Islands by telegram of 
that decision and also suggested to him, 
as had been suggested by the hon. Mem
ber for Eastern Demerara (Mr. Debidin) 
that part of the contribution might be in 
kind as we had a certain amount o.E 
evaporated milk here which we could 
spare. I have now received a reply by 
telegram in which the acting Governor 
of the Leeward Islands says: 

"On behalf of the people of Antigua 
please convey to your Legislative 
Council my grateful thanks and deep 
gratitude for their generous donation. 
As many more gifts of foodstuffs have 
now been received, e.g. 11 tons yester
day from French Islands I should prefer 
contribution should be in money. 

Acting Governor, 
Leeward Islands. ' 

11th September, 1950. 

I have issued instructions to the 
Crown Agents to make immediate pay
ment to the Leeward Islands Government 
of the sum voted by the Council, and I 
am sure hon. Members will agree with 
me in hoping that it will contribute 
materially to the relief of the distress in 
Antigua. 
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PRESENTATION OF REPORTS AND 
DOCUMENTS. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY laid 
on the table the following:-

The Financial Stntements of the 
Transport and Harbours Department for 
the year 1947. 

The Report by the Select Committee 
appointed und2r Resolution No. XXVI 
of the 1st of September, 1948, to con
sider the motion tabled in Legislative 
Council by the Honourable W. 0 .. R. 
Kendall r2garding improvement to the 
NPw Amsterdam Harbour. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL gave 
notice of the introduction and first read
ing of the following Bills, and of his in
tention at a later stage to move the sus
pension of the relevant Standing Rule and 
Order to enable him to proceed with the 
first reading of the Bills :-

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance 
furth2r to amend the Pensions Ordin
ance, 1933, with respect to the time for 
the exercise of the option to accept a 
gratuity and a reduced p2nsion; to make 
better provision in respect of officers 
killed or injured while travelling on 
duty by air; and to enable officers to 
whom the provisions of the Pensions 
Ordinance apply a further opportunity 
to elect that the provisions of the Pen
sions Ordinance, 1933, shall apply to 
th2m." 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to 
-nrovide :for the payment of increased 
�ensions. to the dependants. of certain 
public officers who lose their lives in 
the �ourse of carrying out their duties 
and to provide for the payment of in
creased pensions to certain public 
offic2rs p2rmanently injured in such 
circumstances." 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

STONE FOR CoRENTYNE RoAD 
CONSTRUCTION. 

Mr. KENDALL, ,on behalf of Mr. 
FERREIRA, asked, and the COLONIAL 
SECRET ARY replied to the following 
questions:-

Q. 1 - In view of the fact that the
construction of the Corentyne 
Road was contemplated some 5 

years ago, will Government 
state why the examination for 
the existence of a suitable stone 
supply in that area was not 
carried out earlier? 

A. - The techincal adv�ce available
to Governm:=nt has always 
been, and still is, that it would 
be more economical to utilise 
on the reconstruction of th0 
Corentyne Road supplies of 
stone obtained from the eentral 
stone-crushing plant at Ruim
veldt, which was sited there so 
as to provide the most econo
mical coverage for the supply
of crushed stone for the re
construction of all coastal roads 
and for the Municipnlity of 
Georgetown. 

Q.· 2 - Was Government advised of the
non-existence of a suitable 
stone supply in that area? If 
so, by whom were these in
vestigations carried out? 

A. - No. See reply to Question 1.

Q. � - Is it a fact that the Geological
Denartm2nt has now confirmed 
the existence of substantial 
quantities of granite up the 
Corentyne River? 

A. - Yes - provided that the term
"granite" is used in the purely 
commercial and not in the 
scientific sense. 

Q. 4 - In view of the fact that Gov
ernment will save a sum in the 
-vicinity of some $250,00.0 on
the construction of the Coren
tyne Ro-ad1 if' this granite is
quarried, is it Government's
intention to quarry granite in
this area?

A. - Government, after carefully
considering the matter, is not 
satisfied. that a saving of 
$250,000 can be effected if stone 
is quarried in the Corentyn2. 

Q. 5 - ·If Government is, unwilling to
o_per:at� a quarry in this area, 
is Gov•ernment prepared to per
mit _private enterprise to 
o,perat,2 in this area? 

A. - Government does not pro-pose
to operate a quarry in this area. 
The results of the Geologist's 
survey are being published and 
tenders will be invited from 
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private interests for the supply 
of crushed stone to Govern
ment for the reconstr·uction of 
the Corentyne Road. If a tender 
is. received below the actual cost 
of th.e stone being supplied 
from Ruimveldt and at an 
adequate rate of supply, it will 
be favourably considered. 

TOWN PLANNING (GEORGETOWN FIRE 
AREA) (AMENDMENT) BILL, 1950 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I beg 
to move the second reading of a Bill 
intituled: 

"An Ordinance to amend the Town 
Planning (Georgetown Fire Area) 
Ordinance, 1945.n 

As will be gathered from the Objects 
and Reasons appended to this Bill, claus·e 
2 of the Bill seeks to provide that a Com
missioner who is absent from three con
secutive meetings of the Commissioners, 
shall not be deer:ned to have vacated his 
seat where he is absent by leave of the 
Governor or has a good excuse for such 
absence 

Certain minor amendments to the de
velopment plan have been found to be 
ne es,s•ary, and' clause 3 seeks· to introduce 
a new section intp the Principal Or'din
ance empowering the Commissioners, 
subject to the approval of the Governor 
in Council, to amend or alter the develop
ment plan in the light of experience 
gained in the· re-planning scheme. 

Clauses 4 and 5 of the Bill seek to 
introduce amendments consequential to 
the amendment sought to be introduced 
by clause 3. 

Clause 6 seeks to prohibit the altera
tion of buildings within the area unless 
the :!)lan of such alteration has been ap
proved by the Commissioners. 

Clause 7 seeks to repeal and re-enact 
section 23 of the Principal Ordinance to 
provide that no land or buildings within 
the area described in the Schedule to the 
Principal Ordinance shall be used for the 
purposes of any trade or business with
out the consent of the Commissioners, 
and clause 8 extends the area to the 

southern boundaries of lots 1, 2 and 3 
Lacytown. 

It will be within the knowledge of 
hon. Members that this area is adminis
tered ·by the Commissioners under the 
provisions of the Town Planning (George
town Fire Area) Ordinance, No. 18 of 1945. 
Hon. Members will appreciate the fact 
that from the ashes of the fire there are 
arising buildings which I am sure will 
add to the · appearance of the City of 
Georgetown, and this amending Bill 
seeks in the light of the experience 
gained by the Commissioners in the ad
ministration of that area, to make certain 
amendments which are regarded as 
necessary. 

Clause 8 of the Bill is necessary to 
prevent buildings to the East and South 
of what are known as the Municipal 
gardens being used for purposes which 
would interfere with and detract from the 
general design and appearance of the 
Area. I. formally beg to move that the 
Bill be no,w read a second time. 

Mr. RAATGEVER seconded. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: On one previou 
occasion I had to refer to the whole ques
tion of town planning and to remark that 
the citizens of Georgetown were definit�ly 
in the dark so far as the town planning 
policy was concerned. We only hear 
statements being made that, for instance, 
a portion of Albouystown will be declared 
an industrial ar·ea, and that hundreds of 
families will be decanted into some other 
area. We also hear statements, which 
may be half truth, that some other part 
of the City will be taken over, and that 
there are certain schemes in the minds of 
Government for the development of some 
area. I respectfully suggest that this is

not satisfactory to the citizens of George
town or to th·e inhabitants. of the Colony 
generally. We are entitled to have the 
fullest explanation before any scheme is 
put forward, because it is the experience 
of the people in this Colony that many a 
thing is done and people affected become 
wise after the event. That is not good 
enough. There are many instances in 
which that has been done. We had the 
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experience up to quite recently of money 
having been expended on certain projects, 
and we were asked in Finance Committee 
to approve of the expenditure. When we 
inquired whether it was expedient to m
cur that expenditure we were told for the 
first time that the money had been spent 
already. We were left with no alternative 
in such a case. It is embarrassing and 
it is not right. We know that the Town 
Planner has many schemes, and that 
several of them have not been accepted. 
We have had a very lengthy discussion 
about the Town Planner and his schemes, 
and some M•embers were very outspoken 
in their remarks. He was described as a 
dreamer. 

The PRESIDENT: I do dislike in
tensely interrupting the hon. Member, 
but he is talking about something 
entirely different from what is before the 
Counc:l. Wha.t is. before the Council is 
the Georgetown Fire Area and an amend
ment of the law which has. been passad 
by this Council relating to that Area. It 
has nothing to do with the rest of Georg2-
town. I do suggest that the hon. Members' 
remarks should be relevant to the matter 
before the Council. We are now discuss� 
ing the Georgetown Fire Area, in respect 
of which there is an Ordinance, and this 
Bill seeks to amend that Ordinanc2. I 
suggest to the hon. Member that he con
fine his remarks to that particular matter. 
and th�t if he wishes to raise any matter 
dealing with town planning in George
town he should do so in another way. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I appreciate the 
reason for your interruption, Sir, but this 
much I will say: that it seems to me that 
the intention behind it all is to restrict 
our uttterances in this Council, and I 
strongly protest against such action, 
because it is wrong to say that I am 
referring to something which is not 
relevant to the Ordinance when the Bill 
before us proposes to go out of the Fire 
Area to affect an area outside the pro
visions of that Ordinance. I refer to the 

Mr. DEBIDIN: Therefore I must 
assume that Government is dealing with 
other parts of the City, and th3.t I am 
entitled, When speaking of town planning, 
to speak generally, I submit, on the policy 
of town planning, or what is being done 
by the Town Planner under that parti
cular Ordinance. 

The PRESIDENT: On those particular 
things I agree, and no more. 

Mr. DEB ID IN: There must be some 
latitude to refer generally to what we 
understand is the principle behind the 
town planning. We have an interest in 
all those matters and therefore ye should 
not be curbed, unless Government is 
afraid. 

The PRESIDENT: I do ask the hon. 
Member to withdraw that remark. What 
does the hon. Member mean? He knows 
very well that he has p-erf ct latitude to 
say wl1at he likes at the :proper time. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: That proper time 
never occurs. When we table motion"' 
they are "ducked" for such a long time 
that the effect is lost. 

The PRESIDENT: Will the hon. 
Member get on to what he wants to say 
with regard to this particular Bill? 

Mr. DEBIDIN: So far as town plan
ning is concerned, when I was inter
rupted I was making the point - and I 
ask Your Excellency to consider it very 
carefully - that we have alwa�,rs heard 
thnt there is so much which has been 
jetEsoned because the Town Planner has 
been thinking of grandiose schemes 0£ 
spending a lot of money, and therefore 
the public must be concerned to know 
whose :plans and whose ideas are being 
accepted as we go along. 

To come to the Bill :proper, when we 
see reference made in it to approval by 
the Governor in Council we have to 2.sk 
ourselves whether the Town Planner and 

Collier premises. his policy are not submerged or sub-
jugated to whatever is being thought of 

The PRESIDENT: Will the hon. as being best for the City by the Governor 
Member confine his remarks to that? in Council. It seems to me that we have 
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a reasonable right to assume, when an 
amendment of this sort is put forward, 
that the Governor in Council is wresting 
from even the Town Planner the right 
and power to determine what is to be 
done, if not in the whole of the area in 
respect of whic-h he has cert�in powers, 
at any rate with respect to other areas 
outside, as in the case indicated in this 
Bill. It seems to me that it 1s only a 
month ago that we had to debate the 
question of the construction of a certain 
building at the corner of Regent and High 
Streets, and we had the same type of 
discussion in respect of a nian who was. 
able to say that, but for our opposition 
here, he might not have had an oppor
tunity to continue his building which had 
been approved by the Town Council. 

It has come to my know ledge from 
a reliable source that a certain individual 
has purchased the Collier building 
obliquely opposite to Bookers' temporary 
garage in High Street, and that it is his 
intention to remove and extend; his 
business there - a business which is not 
obnoxious. in any respect at all - a 
business which would not in any way 
detract from the appearance of the 
locality but would rather im.9rove the 
site. However, Government or some 
people in the Government, think it is not 
right for this individual to carry his 
business there. Here is involved a ques
tion of the individual's liberty and right, 
and it seems to me that as long as it is 
an easy thing to have legislation passed 
which would restrict those rights, it does 
not matter what happens aftierwards 
- whether extreme hardship is caused
one person or several persons. That is
what I have been observing as the
trend of legislation in this Colony, and
not very long ago.

I am opposing in principle the pro
posal to use a particular Ordinance which 
,was passed for a pa1ticular purpose, and' 
in respect of a particular area, in order to 
affect the rights of an individual as re
gards his property in another area. The 
individual concerned !)Urchased the pro
perty for a particular purpose, and had 
he done so in the face of existing legisla
tion of, the nature now proposed in this 

Bill l would say that he would have to 
take the consequences. But when an indi� 
vidual proposes to do something it seems 
to me io be wrong in principle for legis
lation to be passed to affect his rights and 
his privilege as a citiz,en. That is what 
I am objecting to very seriously. It in-
valves the freedom which the inhabitants 
of this Colony should enjoy - the con
sUutional rights and liberty of an 
individual. 

These are days when we talk so much 
about Communism 2.nd all the "isms" in 
the: world today, and reactions to action5 
like th:s are branded with some ' ism'' er 
other. I suggest to ihe Council that it 
would be :;. retrograde step - something 
for which it · would be condemned if it 
eeks to interfere w�th the rights of an 

individual. When we come to consider 
clauses 7 and 8 of the Bill we should b2 
very careful not to let it be said that this 
Counc ·1 12:gislated. against an individual. 

Before I take my seat I feel I am 
entiLled to ask that all measures con('ern
ing town planning in Georgetown, and 

ny burnt area particularl� �hould b2 
made public before any scheme is �m
bar ked u:pon. We see the whole face of 
La P2nitence being changed, but do many 
people know what is 9lanned an9. what is 
taking plaee \there? It�he 
public b be informed of chang•es that are 
being effected, so that they may indicate 
whether they a9prove of them or not. 

The PRESIDENT: That is what this 
Bill is for--to bring to the notice of the 
public what it i: proposed to do. 

Mr. FERNANDES: I am against this 
Bill too. Personally I feel that if it was 
brought primarily for the purpose of pre
venting the premises at the corner of 
High and North Streets �ram being con
vertE.d into a business place the Bill is 
unnecessary. Under the existing Town 
Planning Ordinance (I would like the 
hon. the Attorney-General to correct me 
if I am wrong) this area is included in 
the area specially set aside for residences, 
offi.ces and hotels. If it is Government's 
desire to prevent that building being 
used as an office then it is a different 
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matter, but I would still oppose the Bill, 
because I do not think any further re
striction than that . the area should only 
be used for residences, offices, and hotels, 
should be imposed. 

This Bill refers to the planning of 
the Georgetown Fire Area. We have 
another Planing Authority which is 
supposed to be in control of all sections 
of the City with the exception of the 
Fire Area. Now the Planning Authority 
of the Fire Area was appointed before 
the Central Housing and Planning 
Authority came into being We had no 
Plannjng Authority, and it was felt after 
the Great Fire that the area which was 
razed should be properly planned before 
re-building was permitted, and Govern
ment very wisely appointed a Town 
Planning Authority for the Fire Area. 
Having done their job I think the powers 
of that Authority should end there, and 
no more power to interfere with the 
planning of the City should be given 
them but, ii necessary, to the Authority 
which is charged with the full responsi
bility for the planning of the City. 

I myself am in principle against the 
bringing into this Council of Bills speci
ally aimed at a particular individual or 
a particular case. If a law is n2cessary 
to stop 02rsons from doing certain things 
I think Government should have seen to 
it before now that that law was put be
fore the Council and passed so as to stop 
what they are trying to stop now. I am 
against the making of laws aimed at any 
individual or group of indiividuals. The 
hon. Member for Eastern Demerara (Mr. 
Debidin) said that at the time those 
premises were purchased there was no 
question about it that the person who 
paid his money did not foresee that Gov
ernment would bring forward a law to 
stop him doing what he intended to do. 
That is perfectly correct, but I maintain 
that Government did not have to bring 
this law in order to prevent a show
room and sales office from being put on 
those premises

i 
because the Planning 

Authority had alread,y. zoned the City, 
and those premises came into the zone 
in which that type of business would not 
be permitted, 

The other part of the Bill seeks to 

provide thal a Commissioner who is 
absent from three consecutive meetings 
of the Commissioners shall not be deemed' 
to have vacated his seat where he is ab
sent by leave of the Governor, or has a 
good excuse for such absence. I do not 
think a small matter like that should 
have necessitated a Bill being brought 
before this Council. I take it, if he is 
absent from a meeting, whether he has 
leave or an excuse, he loses his seat. I 
do not think for a small matter like that 
there is the necessity for a Bill to be 
brought. All you have to do is to re
appoint him if he lapses. I do not think 
it is necessary for a Bill to be brought 
specially for that. On the question of 
clause 3 the explanation given in the 
Objects and Reasons is : 

"Certain minor amendments by the 
development plan have been found to 
be necessary, and clause 3 seeks to 
introduce a new section into the Prin
cipal Ordinance empowering the Com
missioners, subject to the approval of 
the Governor in Council to amend or 
alter the development plan in the light 
of experience gained in the re-plan
ning scheme." 

TJ::iat is g1vmg to the Planning 
Authority functions that belong to . this 
Council. That is, they can change the 
plan, by-laws and everything to suit 
themselves. All they have to do is to 
get the approval of the Governor in 
Council, and I know there are quitP a few 
members of that Planning Authority who 
are Members 0£ the Executive Council 
and, as someone said some time ago, it is 
a case of getting the sanction of Caesar 
for work done by Caesar. I do not agree 
that there should be these powers. I am 
not going to say anything more except 
again to record my abso1ute dissatis
faction with the idea of bringing a law 
into force (1) that is unnecesary; (2) 
just io meet a particular case and to stop 
a paThcular person from doing something 
which, I maintain, he could not have done 

in any case, but Government wants to 
mc1.ke sure that the present Planning and 
Housing Authority is not given permission 
for that purpose. Tnat can be the 
only reason why this Bill has been brought 
forward. It may be felt that the pr·esent 
Planning and Housing Authority may 
just possibly grant the permission and 
in order to stop that the power is to 
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be taken away from them and given to the 
Town Planning Authority for the fire 
areas. 

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY & 
TREASURER: I do not want to trespass 
on the province of the mover of the 
motion, but I do want to say a few words 
at this stage. The hon. Member for 
Eastern Demerara (Mr. Debidin) referred 
to what he called lack of systemized 
planning. He was referring particularly 
to the City of -Georgetown and not this 
particular area, the subject of this Bill. 
If he had confined his remarks to the 
subject of this Bill he would have re
called this is the one area for which 
there is a special authentic plan. That 
Ordinance, the Town Planning (George
town Fire Area) Ordinance, is remark
able jn that respect. is that there is, at
tached to it a certified plan which was 
placed before his Council, duly examined 
and approved by this Council and :bears 
the authentication of the signature of foe 
Clerk of the Legislative Council: thus 
proving that the plan was published and 
approved by this Body. The plan is re
tained in a special container in the strong 
room of the Treasury. 

Let us be frank about this. The 
Georgetown Fire area is a part of the 
City which the citizens of Georgetown 
are very interested in. After the fire in 
1945 we were very determined that in re
building that area it should be recon
structed as a part of the city worthy of 
Georgetown,worthy of ,the people of the 
Colony. To that extent this Council 
voted from general revenue a very large 
sum of money to finance the r":con
str-uction of that area. Also persons 
whos•e buildings were destroyed in that 
area were induced and encouraged and 
almost compelled in one way or another 
to lay out vast sums of money in con
structing those magnificent buildings 
which we see going up around that area. 
What is more, this Council agreed to what 
was at one time a dream, and that is the 
allocation of part of that area for what 
is now known as the Georgetown Cul
tural Centre. We passed an Ordinance 
in April this year by which the site of the 
Centre, the area originally used to house 
the R. A. & C. Society premises and the 
Assembly Rooms, is now vested in a 

statutory body called the Board of Trus
tees of the Georgetown Cultural Centre. 
The building which is now going up there 
-a beautiful building it is -to house the
R. A. & C. Society is being paid for ver r
substantially out of public fundls.

The site to the East of it, which is now 
temporarily occupied by Bookers' Garage, 
is to be reserved for future use for the 
construction of a theatre. Having done 
all this, some of the restrictions which 
have been put into force by the Town 
Planning Cc:mmissioners in this area are 
that no business -of a detrimental character 
shall be conducted within the boundaries 
of that area. So much is it the case that 
Messrs. Booker Bros. McConnell & Co., 
Ltd. tried as hard as they could to be 
permitted to re-establisih their mdtor 
garage premises on the north side of 
Church Street and' were r·efused, notwith
standing the fact that they said they were 
going to put up an elaborate motor show
room and a very good looking building. 
In order to make sure that the are.a and in 
particular thi; Georgetown Cultural 
Centre should always conform -to the re
quirement's of the standards of beauty 
what was a Municipal Gardens to the 
East, which is not in the fire area, has 
been ·brought into the plan. Ther,e was, 
however, one very serious omission. Al
though the boundaries of this area ,ex
tend to the southern boundary of North 
Road (that is the boundary adjoining the 
northern fence of what the hon. Member 
referred to as Collier's property) it has 
been discovered there is a serious loop 
hole. Again I want to be frank. The hon. 
Member for Georgetown Central is. quite 
right. Certain individuals purchased 
that property and would perhaps, like to 
remove their motor business. there. You 
may call it a motor showroom, but it is 
what it is - a trade which embraces the 
sale of motor cars and parts, and the re
pajr o.f motor vehicles on the premises. 
No one who has the interest of the City 
at heart would wish to see that kind of 
business placed alongside or adjacent to 
the Cultural Centre. 

Mr. FERNANDES: To a point of 
correction! The application came before 
the Planning and Housing Authority and 
it was specifically said that there will 
be no repairs carried out on that premises. 
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Mr. DEBIDIN: That is correct! 

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY & 
TREASURER: I hope that is correct. 
However, I say no ,one would wish to see 
a business of that nature being conducted 
on that site immediately to the south-west 
of St. George's Cathedral and immediately 
to the East of the Georgetown Cultural 
Centre. It is all well and good to talk 
about the liberty of the• subject, but the 
liberty of the subject must be duly re
strained in the interest of the whole, and 
when :we find that the liberty of so many 
others within that area has been curtailed 
for the good of the whole community w·� 
should not allow any one fndividual to 
tamper with what has. been done. We 
would have been in the position of 
allowing a firm to establish a motor 
business on one side of the road and not 
allowing another one on the other side. 
I do say that would have been extremely 
unsatisfactory. What the hon. Member 
for Georgetown Central. has said h 
right. There is no doubt that the 
Planning and Housing Authority have: 
power which may be exeDcised in that 
:way, but the Georgetown Town Council 
might also have power. What I under 
st.and is that the Town Council's. powers 
do not enable them to restrict the estab
lishment of a· business of this nature in 
that .area and so, as he rightly says, in or
der to make assurance doubly sure it is. 
desirable that the responsibility of deter
mining what should be on that site should 
be ,placed where it 1belongs, with the 
Co�issioners for the Georgetown Fire 
Area. 

I do not propose to deal with the other 
points. In fa.ct no other point has been 
debated·. I feel very s,trongly, as Chair
man of the Georgetown Cultural Central--
I see my two colleagues around this table, 
the hon. the First Nominated Member, 
Mr. Raatgever, and the hon. Nominated 
Member, Capt. SmelHe-, and, I feel, I am 
speaking for the whole community that 
it would be most objectionable if the pro
posal of that person :who has pur�has.ed 
that property is allowed to be earned. 

Question put, and the Council divided 
aud vot·ed as follows:-

For - Messrs. Morrish, Smellie, Raat-

gever, Dr. Singh, the Financial SeC'retary 
and Treasurer, the Attorney-General and 
the Colonial Secretary - 7; 

A.gainst - Messrs. Phang, Kendall,
Fernand2s, Debidin, Capt. Coghlan - 5. 

Motion affirmed. 
Bill read a second time. 
The Council resolved itse]f into Com

mittee to consider the Bill clause by 
claus2. 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE. 

Clause 3 - Insertion of new section

in Principal Ordinance. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I have 
circulated an alternativ,e amendment 
clause which reads: 

"6A. The Commissioners shall have 
the nower, and shall be deemed to 
have- always had the power, subject 
to the approval of the Governor in 
Council, to .alter or amend the devel
opment plan from time �o time in 
the light of experience gamed in the 
administration of the re-planning 
scheme." 

I may point out to hon. Membzrs that 
the Post Office, as was originally laid 
down in the Plan, was supposed 
to be housed in two buildings. Sub
sequent to the :plan this matter was, 
further jnvestigated and it was decided 
that the Post Office should' be 
erected as one block. Consequently 
that itself r:equired a change in 
the pfan; ,in addition to that what was 
an alleyway or footpath running from 
E,ast to West to the North of th� Post 
Offiice h3.s been now enlarged to a drive
way. Hon. Members, who have visted 
the' site, know that to the East of Fogarty's 
building there is. a r,oad which runs: 
between Fogarty's anld the new 

Post O:f'bce building. T:hat in 
itself necessitated a change in the 
development plan, and there are one or 
two other minor amendments to that plan 
consequent upon the actual dealing with 
the area in the course of time. It is 
very desirable that there should be an 
amendment of this nature which will 
enable the Commissoners to make the 
necessarv changes subject to the approval 
of the Governor in CouncH. 
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Hon. Members need not fear- that with 
this provision the Gover·nor in Council or 
the Commissioners themselves are dust 
going to change this plan without the 
absolute necessity for a change. It 
is for the very good reason that in mat
ters of this sort slight alteration or change 
is made. It will be appreciated that to 
come back to this Council every time 
such a change is. required it will be con
stantly returning on minor matters, so 
this is considered to be fue best pro
cedure to be adopted. I ask that this alter
native clause be substituted. The structur·e 
of the Post Office is already going up as an 
entire building and not as originally in
tended. That is the reason why you have 
in the provision the words "and shall be 
cieemed to have always had the power." 

Mr. FERNANDES: As I have saici 
before, I am against the clause completely 
and even moreso against the amendment 
clause, because this amendment will give 
to this Authority the right to exceed their 
powers under the Ordinance under which 
they were acting and to have it remedied 
now. This principle I am very strongly 
against - this taking away of powers 
from this Council - and I want to make 
it perfectly clear that I am a very sad indi
vidual after being a Member of this Coun
cil for nearly three years. As we see 
the c-onstitution of this Council here this 
afternoon, we have five Elected Members 
present out of fourteen. They are all 
being paid $150 per month for being here. 
Nothing any of us, Elected Members, may 
do or say this afternoon is going to stop 
this Bill from going through. I had a very 
very sad experience at the last sitting of 
this Council where it was even worse; 
a Bill with unnecessary discrimination 
went through with but four Elected 
Members present. It went through with 
9- majority of six to five - the votes of
those four Elected Members and one
Nominated Member, Mr. Farnum. Those
who carried it through were three Officials
and three Nominated Members. A Nom
inated Member has every right to vote,
but when the Elected Members of this
Council stay away and leave a paltry few
to take care of the duty of seing that laws,
in our opinion or of the opinion ,of the
Elected Members who have to answer to

the people, are not passed, and when 
those laws are carried by a 50 per cent. 
Official vote, you can very well see what 
the situation is. I, as an Elected Mem
ber of this Council, can just as well stay 
home. 

Mr. RAATGEVER: To a point of 
order ! I must take strong exception to 
the remarks of the hon. Member. It 
means that Nominated Members have no 
inter st in this Colony, they are not con
cerned with the people's rights and, ap
parently, they themselves are not citizens 
of this Colony. That is what the hon. 
Member means by his remarks, and I 
take strong exception to them. I have 
just as much, if not more than most of the 
Elected Members here in this Council, 
inter·est in the Colony. I have more in
terest in the Colony financially and other
vise than most of them. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I question the state
ment! 

Mr. RAATGEVER: I am not going 
to have these remarks made about me so 
long as I am a Member here. 

Mr. FERNANDES: I am very sorry 
the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. Raat
gever, d�d not listen to what I said. It is 
recorded in Hansard. I said it is perf.ectly 
all right to have Nominated Members 
voting; they are entitled to that. 

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. Mem
ber is blaming the Elected Members for 
not being present. 

Mr. FERNANDES: I made it clear 
that Nominated Members have the same 
right as I have to vote, but I have been 
told by the hon. Member that they have 
more right than I as they represent the 
whole Colony. I made it quite clear that 
a law was passed here last Friday with 
50 per cent. of the votes that carried it 
the votes of the three Official Members. 
I did not criticize the Officials voting. 

_The CHAIRMAN: You are not 
blaming the Officials or the Nominated 
Members. You are blaming the absence 
of the Elected Members. 

Mr. FERNANDES: I am pointing 
out to you and this Council exactly what 
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a sad state of affairs we have. At this 
point it is no use saying anything on the 
voting. It is obvious how the voting is 
going, if Government's intention is to 
take away from a properly constituted 
authority power which has been already 
exercised in this matter.. It has been al
ready ruled and decided upon that the 
present Planning and Housing Authority 
should not permit this. It has been al
ready ruled that the Mayor and Town 
Council has to submit its building appli
cations to the Authority, and after going 
to that extent yet we find a special law 
is to be made to put in the hands of a 
certain number of people this power. 
Nothing I say will stop it going through 

The CHAIRMAN: I could hope the 
hon. Member would not say that. It is 
no argument to say nothing will stop it. 
I am open to be convinced in this 
matter as. is, I think, every: other 
Member of this Council. It is no argu
ment to, say it will pass in any event. 
There have been occasions in this Counci 1 
when the Government has altered iti 
views. As far as. this particular clause is 
concerned, since the original plan has 
been approved by this Council I see no 
reason why any amendment to it should 
not be subject to the approval of the 
Legislative Council instead of the Execu
tive Council, if the Council so wishes . 
The hon. the Attorney-General has ex
plained the need for this. What we are 
trying to do is to build up a city of 
Georgetown worthy of the Colony. We 
have gone to an immense amount of 
trouble and expesse. We have appointed' 
Commissioners who have done an 
admirible piece of work. They have 
found in the course of experience 
one or two things in the law too rigid, 
for example, for our new Post 
Office building which we are building 
in one solid block instead of having 
an alleyway >between. That is. the 
reason for this amendment in the 
law-to make it less rigid. Is there any
thing wrong in that? If this Council 
wants to say that no amendment bP. made 
to the plan without its approval, I am 
quite agreeable. I hope the hon. Mem
ber will move an amendment to the par
ticular clause to say so, and then there 
can be no doubt about the matter. It is 
quite true that the original plan for 

Georgetown was approved by this Coun
cil. If the Council ;vishes to Inflict upon 
itself the work of approving every minor 
amendment to the plan as proposed, then 
let the Council do so. I am quite agree-
able 

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY & 
TREASURER: I think the hon. Member 
is trying to crack a nut with a sledge 
hammer. The amendment in this clause 
is designed to confirm something the Leg
islative Council has alr'eady approved. 
The plan of the Post Office building in 
two or three stages was presented, if not 
formally to Council as a Council, certainly 
on several occasions in Finance Com
mittee, and each stage in that plan, each 
variation, each modification was dis
cussed with the drawings in front of 
Members. They knew what was being 
done. It is not correct to say that this. 
is, being sprung on the Council. , It is 
merely to confirm action already taken 
and approved. The building is going up, 
so I suggest, Sir-

Mr. FERNANDES: Would the hon. 
the Financial Secretary just enlighten me 
as to which part of the amendment con
fine these powers to the Post Office build
ing ? These powers are general. 

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY & 
. TREASURER: That is perfectly true, 

but then� is a limit to the exercise of 
these powers; when the buildings are up 
-you cannot alter the plan anymore. These
buildings which are to last for generations
cannot be altered, and in course of time
the Fire Area Commissioners will die and
their functions be hand·ed over to, the
Town Council. Let us assume that will
be the end of the matter. This is not of
general application for a long period of
time.

Dr. SINGH: I want to say for the 
information of Members, the hon. Mem
ber for Central Georgetown (Mr. Fer
nande&) went very hard against Elected 
Members, but Elected Members and all 
hon. Members here are human beings. 
Imagine Members coming here week after 
week. You have been grinding them 
very much certain months of the year. 
We have certain attachments to serve in 
the off-months and we look forward to 



883 Town Planning LEGIStATtn CoUNC:tL. (Fire Area) (Amdt.) Bill. 884 

that, but instead of that we are here 
grinding. Hon. Members dlo want some 
recreation. The grinding here is due to 
the work being very much detained. 
Members speak for hours where it can be 
for a few minutes, and the work is 
delayed and all of us are put to incon
venience. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I do not know why the 
last speaker has, become very indignant 
at what has been said. I do not think the 
hon. Member for Georgetown Central 
would reply, but I want to correct the 
last speaker. The hon. Member (Mr. 
Fernandes) had been making the point 
where the people'.s cause can be lost by 
the absence of Members at meetings of 
the Council when they should be present. 
It is absolutely true to say that, because 
the hon. Member who has just taken his 
seat came in late. He had no knowledlge 
of what the discussion had been and he 
voted for the motion. 

The CHAIRMAN: Let us stick to 
the point 1 

Dr. SINGH: I had made up my mind. 
I have been studying it. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I rose to take ex
ception to the hon. Member's reference 
to Members wasting time. I prefer to be 
long and explanatory when Members 
show an attitude of not appreciating the 
seriousness of measures that come be
fore the Council, rather than be short or 
not say anything at all. I prefer to err 
on the side of putting the people's case 
fully rather than suppress the case at 
any time. I wish to confirm what the 
hon. Member for Georgetown Central 
(Mr. Fernandes) said on the principle. 
I do not think for one moment that he 
questions the ability of the Executive 
Council (nor would I do it) to check 
upon what amendments would be made 
in the Plan, but the principle is wrong, 
and we are here talking about a matter 
of principle. Where we take a stand in 
favour of a certain principle which would 
not effect the actual results which Gov
ernment hopes to achieve by this amend
ment then it seems that we should be 
willing to support the principle advocated, 
and that is that we should not give 
power to one body and at the same time 

seek to control that power at any stage, 
even though appreciating the point made 
that these are minor amendments which 
may be cumbersome or unnecessary to 
be put before the Legislative Council. 
The principle involved is that we may 
have small things to be done now, but 
there may be something which is sought 
to be amended later which may be of 
major significance to an ind'ividual or set 
of individuals, which we may only know 

, of after the event. That is why I support 
the hon. Member for Georgetown Cen
tral. 

Clause 3 put, �nd agreed to. 

Clause ?-Repeal and re-enactment

of section 23 of the Principle

Ordinance. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I have 
circulatoo an alternative amendment, the 
object of which is to preserve the law as 
it is at present. Under section 23 of the 
Princip1e Ordinance there is an absolute 
prohibition of the use for certain purposes 
of the buildings and the land in the 
Area. It is proposed to preserve that 
and to have a sub-section which reads : 

"(2) Subject to the provisions of 
subsection (1) of this section, no land 
or building in the Area shall be used, 
for the purposes of any trade or 
business without the written permis
sion of 1.he Commissioners, and no 
licence or consent shall be issued or 
given for any building or land in the 
Area for such purposes in contraven
tion of the provisions of this sub
section." 

Obviously, there were certain trades 
which were not thought of at the time, 
which came within the general section 
enabling the Commissioners to exercise 
their right of prohibition in any case 
where any trade or business is alien to 
the intention set out in the original 
section. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I feel somewhat 
diffident to speak because I may be 
wasting time, but I am going to persist 
because of the fact that two Elected 
Members, against whom the hon. Mem
ber has complained, have arrived since 
the debate started. In the first place it 
affects a question of principle. This 
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legislation which is sought to be passed 
impinges upon the rights and liberty of 
action of individuals. 

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY & 
TREASURER: We are dealing with 
change 7-aren't we? 

Mr. FERNANDES: I would like to 
ask one simple question on clause 7. 
I believe somebody said a short time 
ago in this Council that when these 
buildings �re put u9 the Commissioners 
would not have very much work, but 
under this clause I find that 25 or 50 years 
fnom now we will s1till 'need the Con, -
missioners if Messrs. Fogarty or Sandbach 
Parker & Co. decide to change +he type 
of business they are doing in the present 
building for which permission has been 
given. I would like to know whether that 
is correct 

The CHAIRMAN: I think we may 
assume that this permission will go on, 
a:nd that when the Commissi•oners c9ase 
to exist by a law to be passed by this 
Council the power invested in them 
would be invested in some other Author
Hy - in all probability the Municipal 
Council. 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I have been dis
cussing this clause because it seems to 
me that it is conneded up with clause 8. 
It does involve what I have ;Joeen talklng 
.about - the Collier property, May I re-fer 
to the question of demarcating areas for 
business purposes. It is. clear to me that 
that entire Fire Area and all that portion 
of land starting from North Road and ex
tending South - the entire blork h�tween 
.High Street and Water Stree� extending 
South to Croal Street is essentially a 
business area. There is no questjc,n · of 
any buildings for residences b9mg nut up 
in that area, and there are perhaps one 
or two hotel premises. It is essentially 
a business area and that is why I do not 
understand the reason behind this ne<2es
sity for written permission. What seems 
to - me to be very important is. to decide 
what portions of the City should be set 
apart for residences - what an� I·eally 
residential areas. I feel that much chaos 

is being created, perhaps by the Town 
Planning Authority, because cettain por
tions of Lacytown which are essentially 
suitable for business purposes, have been 
declared res,idential areas, while in other 
sections which are essentially residential 
business premises are being· all .>,wed. I 
feel that something should be done in a 
larger way to co-ordinate the work of the 
Georgetown Town Council, the Commis
sioners, and the Town Planning Author
ity, because there is too much cnaos at 
the moment. 

I come now to the question of the 
other side 0£ High Street from the Collier 
building to Regent Street. There can be 
no doubt that businesses have started to 
be put up in that area. Not very long 
ago Mr. Forshaw opened up a business 
there, and th2re is also Lopes' Bedstead 
House. It seems to me that if we are 
thinking of the Cultural Centre and, the 
po1�tion of the site 1ooking from Higb 
Street towards Water Street we might 
see very nice town planning, but when 
we look across High Street in an easterly 
direction we might see more of an eye
sore so far as the City is concerned, of 
just one or two small businesses _ with 
hardly any show on that side of High 
Street. 

The CHAIRMAN: What the hon. 
Member has to bear in mind is that we 
are planning Georgetown for the future. 
What is done is done, and we cannot 
alter it, but we do not want it to go on, 
and that is the whole point of a key plan 
£or Georgetown. Surely it is no good 
8rguing about what exists. Let us see 
that it is not perpetuated, and that we 
do not allow any more of this sort of 
thing to happen in the future . 

Mr. DEBIDIN: I share with Your 
Excellency your concern to see a 
beautiful City. I· have travelled 
very widely and I have seen a great 
number of cities, but I take tre
mendous prid1e in saying that! George
town, ·compared with any o,f them, is 
really a beautiful city and I would like 
to see it made even more beautiful. There 
must be something to reflect beauty on 
the other side of High Street, and so far 
as the Cultural Centre is concerned the 
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!unctioning of that institution will more
or less take place after the close of busi
ness in th.at area.

The Financial Secretary ref erred to 
the burnt area, but the section of High 
Street which includes the Collier building 
is not a burnt area. It is private property, 
and it seems to me that we are going 
far afield to tell those people that, 
because of the fire, they have to suffer 
disadvantages. You cannot sell to some
body who will pay you a handsome price 
becaus.e he has an -eye to business. I 
propos•e to speak •on the other clause 
when the time comes, because I am 
opposed to both of them. I am looking 
into the future too, and1 I think it would 
be very wrong 'to reSitrid p-eople from 
establishing businesses in that portion of 
High Street. 

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY & 
TREASURER: I cannot claim· the exten
sive world travel the hon. Member has 
done, but I share his enthusiasm for the 
future beauty of Georgetown. Wha,t we 
are trying to do is to protect the integrity 
of North Street - to protect the vista 
which was included in the certified Plan, 
from the Cathedral on the east to Sand
back Parker's premises on the west. If 
hon. Members recall that Plan they will 
appreciate that the idea was to havE: 
flower trees planted along its whole 
length, and as a matter of fact I recall 
that that was to be done alon'g the 
whole length of that section of North 
Street, and that up to High Street was 
to ibe made one-way traffic for motor 
cars. I still believe that in that section 
of North Street no through motor traffic 
will be permitted. 

The whole idea is to provide what 
would be an exceptionally fine vista to 
Water Street, and anybody can see at a 
glance that if a business - especially a 
business of the type I think is intended-
is allowed to be put up at that prominent 
point at the corner of North Road and 
High Street, the whole of that vista would 
be completely spoilt. Anyone standing 
at the War Memorial, or at the site of 
the new Bookers' premises, and looking 
right across would have a complete jar, 
instead of ·what is intended. Similarly, 
dnyone standing in High Street and look-

ing at the Cathedral ·would not get the 
alignment intended. It is intendied for 
the protection of the Plan for the 

. be,mtification of Georgetown as a City 
we should all be proud of, and I think 
we should do all we can to keep it so. 

Mr. FERNANDES-: I am not against 
clause 7. My kick is going to come at 
clause 8 

Clause 7 put, and agreed to. 

Clause 8-A. mendment of the schedule 

to �he Principle Ordinance. 

Mr. FERNANDES: On clause 8 I 
wo',ild like to ask one question. After 
this Bill is passed and becomes law what 
would be the position if the same gentle
man bought tbe premises next to the 
Free Library? Vl ould we have to come 
back here and pass another Bill to stop 
him, or would we have to go back to that 
distrusted Authority, the Central Housing 
and Planning Authority, to stop him? My 
question has not been answered, but I 
may memtion that the law affecting 
North Street is exactly the same. · 

The CHAIRMAN: Then I think we 
will have to amend this clause to include 
North Street. 

Mr. FERNANDES: I shall have to 
say that · this law was introduced 
primarily for one specific case, and 
because of distrust of the Authority of 
which I am a Member, and which I may 
say (there is no secret about it) has 
already decided against businesses of this 
kind going on 1hat spot. So I would 
like to know what the position is. Don't 
let us be ridiculous in this Council. 
Don't let us make one law today to pre
vent a man putting a building on a cer
tain spot, and if he goes across the road 
W? have to come back here and have 
certain Members talking about wasting 
time.· If he puts up his garage in the 
building formerly occupied by the 1ate 
Dr. Walton it would be worse. 

The FINANCIAL SECRETARY f-i: 
TREASURER: I think the hon. Member 
is put�ing ideas into the, mind of the 
Attorney General. The Northern side of 
Church Street is not at all as important 
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as the southern side of North Road. The 
Fire Area extends to the boundaries of 
what is known as the Collier property, 
and it should have been included. There 
is no doubt about that. I would prefer 
to see no business of this kind on the 
northern side of Church Street. Con
sequently I for one, speaking now as a 
representative of the Cultural Centre, 
would be bound to leave the Town Plan
ning Authority to deal with the other 
purchase which the hon. Member has 
hinted may be made. 

Mr. FERNANDES: If it is as import
ant why did they include Church Street 
up to its northern boundary within the 
Area in the same way as they included 
North Street up to its southern boundary 
in the Fire Area? Why didn't they take 
the southern boundary of Church Street? 
I maintain that these areas are equally 
important. I would like to see a very 
beautiful Georgetown, and I maintain 
that no business of any kind should be 
established in either of those streets, but 
what I am taking objection to is the 
principle of bringing forward what I 
maintain is an unnecessary Bill when 
thet'e is already •a properly constituted 
statutory body which is dealing with 
thes•e matters. 

Because of some ap]?arent distrust 
in that body Government br'ings· this 
Bill, and I humbly submit that it has 
been brought to meet the particular 
situation that has arisen. If another case 
should arise tomorrow, in which John 
Smith bought the building I am talking 
about, or any of those buildings on the 
northern side of the Municipal gardens, 
and wants to put up a garage there Gov
-e-rnment would have to bring another 
Bill to stop it. If the Financial Secretary 
says that in that case Government would 
depend on the Housing and Planning 
Authority I submit that in this case Gov
ernment should depend on that Authority 
in exactly the same way. If this Bill 
casts distrust on that Authority it is 
obviously bound to cause me to immedi
ately resign my seat because, if an 
Authority, which includes the Commis-• 
sioner of Local Governments as Chair
man, the Commissioner of Lands and 
Mines, a repr sentaiive of the Treasury 
and another Government Official, Mem-

bers of the Executive Council and one 
Member of the Legislative Council (who 
is myself) is distrusted I could not 
remain on it. 

The CHAIRMAN: There is no ques
tion of distrust of that Authority. 

Mr. FER�ANDES: They have 
already turned the application down. 

Mr. RAATGEVER: It is quite true 
that the Central Housing and Planning 
Authority has rejected this application, 
but it has gone back to the Town Council, 
and I think it was said here by the Fin� 
ancial Secretary that the Town Council 
has not got the authority to refuse it. So 
that although the Central Housing and 
Planning Authority has turned it down 
they are saying that under the Ordinance 
it must come before the Governor in 
Council for approval before it can be 
done, but the Town Council can give the 
gentleman concerned perm1ss10n, and 
the building can be put up there although 
it has been turned down by the Central 
Housing and Planning Authority. 

Mr. FERNANDES: In that case I 
have been made to waste lots of time. 
I happen to be unfortunate, as I seem 
to be placed on every committee. I am 
on the Buildings Committee of the Central 
Housing Authority and there, when I go, 
I find a string of applications an,d we 
reject this and pass that. Now I find that 
we have no power whatever. I do not 
know what is right or wrong. I do not 
know whether on a statutory body I am 
acting constitutionally or not. I am afraid,• 
as a ME:mber of this Legislative Council, 
I shall have to employ in future a legal 
adviser to advise me whether I am acting 
right or wrong. 

The CHAIRMAN: I may tell the hon. 
Member that the Georgetown Town 
Council Building By-laws are absolutely 
inadequate and out of date. The Town 
Council has not yet had time to revise 
them. They recognize the need to 
revise· them, and they propose to 
revise them, but the fact is that the 
Town Council are dealing with an 
antequatcd set of Building laws under 
which they cannot refuse to grant cer-
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tain applications. That is the trouble. 
There seems to be general agreement 
in this Council that this particular house 
should· not be turned into a commercial 
building, and the Mayor of Georgetown 
himself agrees. Government has said 
quite 1clearly �tha,� this provision js to 
make the position doubly sure. What 
does it matter? We are all agreed that 
we do not want this particular building 
to be commercialized, to be a blot on the 
landscape. Surely that is all ,we are 
doing jn this particular clause? 

Mr. FERNANDES: We agree• on that, 
and what we disagree vitally on is the 
means by which it is b�ing stopped. 

The CHAIRMAN: I would tell the 
hon.. Member this: The Georgetown Fire 
Area Commissioners still exist and this 
particular body deals with that area. 
This la.w special charges them, and will 
continue to do so. with the responsibility 
for planning in this area. We have not 
reached the stage when we can hand over 
all the Commissioners' duties to the Town 
Planning Authority o-r to the Munci
pali ty. The Commiss10ners are a body 
specially charged by this Council to look 
after this particular area, and while they 
exist, I suggest, we ought to support them 
in every way possible as long as we are 
satisfied that what they propose are 
_reasonab'le and right. 

Mr. RAATGEVER : The point that 
Ill¥ good friend, the hon. Member for 
Georgetown Central, has, lost sight of is 
that of discrimination. We have prevented 
Bookers from .putting their garage back 
in that area and hav-e caused them to 
spend thousands of dollars to put up a 
new building in Water Street at Thom 
and Cameron's site. We have no authodty 
under this . Ordinance to prevent some
body from paying $20,000 or $30,000 for 
a premises and changing it into. a garage. 
It would be gross discrimination if :we 
permit that, after we have turned 
BookeTs out of the area and made them 
put up elsewhere a building which is 
going to. cost $200,000. Hon. Members 
will see from that what is the position. 

The Council resumed. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : With 

the consent of the Council I beg to move 
that the Bill be now read a third time 
and passed. 

Mr. RAATGEVER seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill re.ad a third time �nd passed. 

CONSULAR CONVENTION BILL. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I· beg 
to move the second reading of a Bill 
intituled -

"An Ordinance to confer upon the 
Consular Officers of Foreign States with 
which Consular Conventions are con
cluded by His Majesty certain powers 
relating to the administration of the 
-estates and property of deceased
nationals of such States : to -exempt
.such Officers. from the payment of any
tax in respect of any land or buildings
owned or occupied by any such State
for the purpose of a Consular Office;
to enable any land or buildings
to be conveyed to any such State with
out the payment of Stamp Duties. ; to
restrict the powers of consta,bles, and
other oersons to enter the Oonsular
Offices-of such States; and for purposes
connected with the matters .aforesaid."

This Bill is modelled on the Consular 
Conventions Act, 1949, (12 & 13 Geo. 6 
c. 29), and seeks to give effect to the
terms of a consular convention between
the United Kingdom and the United
States which was signed on the 16th
February, 1949 ..

Clause 2 (1) of the Bill seeks to 
provide for the grant of representation 
being made to, a Consular Officer in 
respect of the estate of a deceased person 
whose property in the C-olony is being 
disposed of, wher-e a national of .a State 
to which the clause applies. is named as 
executor in the will of the deceased 
person, or is otherwis•e a pers·on to, whom 
a grant of repres.entation to the estate in 
the Colony of the deceased person may be 
made, and such national is out of the 
Colony and has no duly constituted 
attorney within the Colony. Clause 2 (2) 
seeks to p.r-ovide for the payment ·of 
monies or property due from the estate 
of a deceased, or becoming due on the 
death of such pers·on, to a national of a 
State to which the clause applies, to a 
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Consular Officer, if such national is not 
resident in ihe Colony. Clauses 2 (3) and 
2 (4) are self-explanatory. 

Clause 3 seeks to provide that no 
immunity or privilege shall attach to 
any acts done by ,a Consular Officer under 
clause 1 and 2. Clause 4 seeks to 
restrict the rign.ts of entry into consular 
premises to which the clause applies, of 
constables or other pers·ons acting in the 
execution of .any warrant or other legal 
process or under any enactment. I will 
be appredated that the Consular Officer 
is undertaking a duty of administration 
in hi3 official consular capacity. 

Clause 5 seeks to exempt from tax,a
tion land or buildings owned or occupied 
bv States to which the clause applies, 
a�d used for consular purposes. Clause 
6 seeks to ,enable the proper officer in 
charge of the effects of a deceased seaman 
to hand them over to a Consular Officer 
where the property does not exceed in 
value £100, and the person · entitled to 
such effects is resident in a foreign S:tate. 
Clause 7 seeks to extend the powers of 
a Consular Of:icer with respect to wrecks. 
Clause 8 is self-explanatory. Clause 9 
seeks to repeal section 5 of the Deceased 
Persons Estates' Administration Ordin
ance, which will no longer be necessary 
in view of clause 2 of the Bill. 

As I said before, the Consular Con
vention was. entered into between the 
United Kingdcm and the United States 
and was signed on the 16th February, 
1949. Arising out of that Convention it 
becomes. necessary for this legislation to 
be enacted. I may mention that it is based' 
on a model draft Bill; and the draft of the 
Bill now before hon. Members has alr2ady 
been submitted to the Secretary of State 
and bas reeeived his approval. 

'1r. RAATGEVER seconded. 
Mr. DEBIDIN : I would like to ,ask 

a few ques;tions. •on certain aspec�s of 
this Hill which require some ,explanation. 
To what extent the tenn "Consular 
Offic.er" can apply, whether it can b 1� 

applied to a Commissioner ? 
. The PRESIDENT : A professional 

Consul 
The ATTORNE.Y-GEN1ERAL: Not 

an honorary Consul. 

Mr. DEBIDIN : Whether it affects 
the position of Indians. in this. Colony 
who are entitled to repatriation? 
Whether the same rights are extended 
to the Commissioner of India ? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I would 
like to po1nt out that the Bill seeks to 
give effect to a Consular Convention 
between the: United Kingdom and the 
United States. Although it is of general 
application we do not know what may 
happen in course of time. 

Mr. DEB::DIN : I do not know the 
full extent of jt_ I thought you might 
be able to give us the information. To 
expect us to pass this Bill just like that, 
without having a knowledge of its impli
cations as to whom it will affect, is not 
good enough 

The PRESIDENT : The Bill would 
ap:ply in the case to which the hop. 
Member refers, if there were a similar 
convention between the United Kingdom 
and Pakistan and India. In Conventions 
of this kind it is desirable to make them 
reciprocal with as"" many countries as :we 
can. This one is purely between the 
U.S.A. and British Guiana, but· it will 
apply to any British subject- East Indian 
or a member of any other community -
who may be a Guianese in America. The 
British Consul in America will have 
powers under this Ordinance to represent 
the es:tate of SUt!.h dl�ceased person. I 
think I am correct. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes. 
The Bill is so framed as to enable it to 
be extended in case you have reciprocal 
agreement between other States and the 
United Kingdom. 

Question put, and agr.eed to. 

Bill read a second time. 

The Council resolved itself into

Comittee to consider the Bill clause by 
clause 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE. 

Clause 8 - Application of. section
1, 2, 4 and 5. 
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The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move 
as. an amendment th.at after the word 
"five" in the second line the words "of 
this Ordinance" be inserted. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Clause as amended passed. 

Council resumed. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I beg 
to move, with the consent of Council, that 
this Bill be now read ,a third time and 
passed. 

Mr. RAATGEVER s·econded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a third time and passed. 

BILLS - FIRST READING. 

With the consent of the Council and 
on motions by foe ATTORNEY GENERAL 
seconded by the FINANCIAL SECRE

TARY & TREASURER, the, following 
Bills were read the first time :-

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance 
further to amend the Pensions Ordin
ance, 1933, with respect to, the time for 
the exercise of the· option to accep,t a 
gratuity and a reduced pension ; to 
make bett·er provision in respect of 
officers killed or injured while travel
ling on duty by air; and to enable 
officers to :whom the provisions. of the 
Pensions Ordlinance apply a further 
opportunity to elect that the provisions 

of the Pensions Ordinance, 1933� shall 
apply to them." 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to 
provide for the payment of incre-ased 
pensions to the dependants of certain 
public officers. who lose their lives in 
the course of carrying out their duties 
and to provide for the payment of 
increased pensions, to, certain public 
officers permanently injured in such 
circumstances." 

REVISION OF DEVELOPMENT PLAN. 

The PRESIDENT : The Council will 
now adjourn to 2 p.m. tomorrow. I 
think hon. Members have been already 
notified that I would like to adjourn 
Council early tomorrow so .as to discuss 
further the revised Ten Year Develop
ment Plan. I would be very glad to 
have tomorrow the general views or any 
observations which hon. Members. may 
desire to make on the proposed alloca
tions and on the question of Telecommuni
cations and the utilization of capital from 
outside sources. for the purpose. I hope, 
after that further expression of opinion 
:by hon. Members, we may be able to move 
forward and reach a definite conclusion 
before we come io the 1951 Budget. It 
is important that we should make up our 
minds on the Development Plan or the 
revis·ed one in view of its bearing •On the 
Budget. As I- say, we might discuss the 
matter tomorrow� .and I would be glad 
to receive any views. of the Council on 
the matter. The Council is now adjourned 
to 2 p.m. tomorrow. 
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