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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar (Cei'itral 
Demerara). ·  

Thursclay, 10th December, 1942. -�
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The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western 
nerbice). 

The Hon. C.R. ,Jacob (North-Western 
Di1:<trjct). 

£-
1� 

The Council met at 12 noon, His 
.Excelleney thr. Go,·ernor, Sir Gorilo11 
Lethem, K.C.lVI.G., President, in the 
Chair. · 

PRESENT: 

The Hrn1. the Attorney-General, l\fr. 
G. D. Qwen, C.M.G.

The Hon. the Attorney.General, Mr.
E. 0. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C.

The Hon. J. S. Dash, Director of
Agriculture. 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C., (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon. E. F .. McDflvid, C.B.E.,

The Hon: J. W. Jackson (.Nominated). 

The Hon. C. V. Wigl1t (Western 
Essequebo). 

The Clerk read prayers. 

i\IINUTES. 

The minutes of the meeting of. the 
Council· held on Wednesday the 9th day 
of December, 1942, were t.:iken as read, 
and confirmed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

Colonial Treasurer. 
. 

DRAINAGE: AND IRRIGATION SCHEMES. 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, 0.B.E., 
(Nominated). 

The Hon. W. A. D' Andrnde, 0.B.E., 
C0mpttoller of Customs. 

The Hon. M. B. Laing, 0.B.E., Com
missioner of Local Government. 

The Hon. L. G. Crease, Director of 
Education. 

The Hon. B. R. Wood, Conservator of 
Forests. 

The Hon. P.ercy. C. Wight, O.B.E., 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. J. Eleazar (Berbice River). 

'f 1 TJc PTIESIDEN'l': 'iV.itlt i·efore11r.c 1"o 
ye1;terday's proceedings and my re. 
m:uks on tl1e Drainage and Inigation 
Schemes I wished to make it quite dear 
and I think I did say so, that the capital 
('O:-;ts would ue met entil-ely from the 
funds provided under the ·colonial De. 
velopment Trust Fund or ct.her snurce. 
There is no question of a specific rating 
pet· acre 0f the properties c011cernet1. 
Jt will he rememhe1·erl that ,it the meet
ing we had last May I asked Unofficial 
Members to support me in the attitude 
that the capital costs of the Drainage 
arnl Inigation Sdiemes shonltl 11ot be 
met by the proprietors but by finances 
from outsi.de. 

'rHE FLOOD SITUATION. 

With regard to the question of drain. 
The Hon. · J. Gonsalves, 

(Georgetowp South), 
O.B.E., :igc and tL1e clillicult si,tnatio11 whif·l1 has 

ftrisen in the last few days I have askeq 
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engineers and others to g:i out and see 
the a1·eas pi-i11cipall:y affected. Sir 
Cosmo Pa 1·ki11�011 is going out l1im,;elf 
tu see at first hand what arises in this 
country at times. of heavy rain . One 
result that may follow from that is tha'.; 
we may find it convenic11t to postpo11e 
con,-iclen1tion of the Public Works 
estimates this afternoon. 

IMPORTS FROM VENEZUELA AND BRAZIL. 

I have a letter of some importance. I 
do not know if I have spoken specific
ally in this Council aibout trnde with our 
South American neighbours, but I 
think iu i<'inance Committee we spoke 
about the possibilities of ·;mports from 
Vei1ezuela a]l(l R1·-azil, aml I have recei,v
fd general authority from the Colonia1 
Office to get over certain formal obsta. 
cles that exist. As regards Venezuela we 
fcund that the difficulties were on the 
other side and I wrote to the British 
Minister there some time ago. I have 
his reply stating that the matter is 
being stud-ied and he will inform me of 
the views of the Venezuelan Govern. 
ment in due course. 

QUESTION OF PROCEDURE. 

There is a point touching the pro
cedure yesier-day which may have bee11 
confusing to Members, and I have looked 
at the papers since. There is really no 
difficulty about it, but it might seem a 
little bit easiel' nmlei· Rule 17 which 
says:-

"When an amendment to · !t question 
shall have been submitted. and when 
more amendments than one shall hav?. 
been submitted, the President at the close 
of the debate shall put the question for 
the decision of the Council in this wise : 
"Tha.t the words of the question stand 
as in the original motion" which, if it 
be decided in the affirmittive. will throw 
out all a111endments, and he shall then put 
the original motion to be affirmed or 
negatived. If the first l'(Uestion which 
would preclude all amendments be neg11.

tived, then, in case only one amendment 
shall have been proposed and seconded 
he shall put the question :is it was pro
posed to be amended; but in case more 
amoo.dments than one shnll have been 

proposed and sec-0ndecl, · he shall put the 
questions o:I'. itmendment s0riatim and in 
the inv'erse orde1· of their having been 
11roposed ; and when any one. amendmeut 
i,; atlirmed all other amendments shall � (l be thereby negatived, and the President. I, 
shall then put the motion, as so amended, 

,to b,� aflirmecl or negatived." 
�J 

I used the Parliamentary phraseology 
which is "That the words proposed to 
be deleted stand part of the question." 
The difficulty is this: in a simple 
amendment which is a change of words 
or the insertion of a word 01· two, or 
the deletion of a word or hvo, the mat. 
tei- is quite simple, but when we have 
amendments which are in effect fresh 
motions then it becomes a little difficult, 
all(l one has, as pl'ovided i11 the Rule, 
to put the question: "That the words 
of the motion stand." If that is affirmed 
it does not mean that the motion is 
the.re and then, carried. It means that 
we continue the debate on the motion, 
and if there is a minor amendment it 
will be considered and we will proceed 
with the second question and put the 
motion for formal adoption. If it is 
negatived, which means that any Mem
ber who prefers one of the several 
amendments votes in the negative or 
against the original motion being con. 
sidered in that form, then we proceed 
to take the amendments in inverse 
order. The procedure is a good one and 
gives ample opportunity for discuss-ion. 
In yesterday's debate we should have put 
the motion by the hon. Member for 
Western Essequebo (Mr. C. V. Wight) 
in its original form, and if it was nega. 
tived we would then have taken the 
amendment moved by the hon. Member 
for Georgetown South (Mr. Gonsalves) 
ar.d seen whether we wanted to debate 
that. If that failed we woald then have 
taken the amendment moved by the 
hon. Member for Central Demerara (Mr. 
De Aguiar). It is a procedure which 
r1oe!'; faf'ilitnte �·Ptting on with tlie 
matter, because it takes u.� back to the 
original motion. 

Yesterday we said we did_ not want
to r1elrntc the wol'<ling of the origirn1l 
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motion any further but preferred to 
debate one of the amendments. I used 

· a form of words which I had used dur
ing the last eight years and which is
the Parliamentary form, and when I
saw this question arising I referred to
the Manual of Procedure and refreshed
m�- 11iem01-y of the exact ,,;ording. '!.'hen
the Attorney-General drew my attention
to Rule 17 which uses a form of words
which is apparently simpler. That is

· all right, but it is a little less desira,ble
because it brings into the question the
whole of the wording of the motion and
everything that has gone before. Of
course if it occurs again I shall be bound
by Rule 17 ann. use those particular
words. The procedure is a good one
although Members found it a little ham
boozling that if they are in favour of

something they have to vote "No," but
T tried to make it clear to Members.

Arn Tnrp WTTH Srn Cos11rn 
PARKINSON. 

There is just one other announcement 
I hav.e to make and that is that I am 
going out of Georgetown early to
morrow morning with Sir Cosmo Park
inson, taking him around the Colony by 
�ir, .and I do not expect to be back in 
Georgetown until T'uesday afternoon. 

As regards to-day's business I should 
remind Members that we have under
taken to take the motion by the hon. 
Member for Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar 1 
to-morrow, and I "now propose, subject 
to anything the Coloni:il Secretary 
r.iight arrange, that we should give 
him an opportunity at 2 o'clo0k to
morrow, and in the meantime proceed 
a� far as we can with the Estimates. 

NOTICES OF QUESTIONS. 

Lr;ssm;;s OF TnANSNJRT c\ND lIARBOl'HS 

DEPARTML0NT. 

Mr. De AGUIAR gave notice of the 
foliowing questions:-

1. How many lessees are on land owned
by the Transport and Harbours Depart
ment-

( a) within the boundaries of the Kittv
and Alexanclervil!e Loctll Authority
(north of the railway line) ;

( b) south of the railway line.
2. How many hnilclings are on the land

re.ferred to in (1)? Show (a) and (b) 
sc·pan1 tely. 

3. What is the amount received for rents
for the year 1941 and up to 30th September, 
1'.l4,-2? S·how each year separately. 

4. What is the amount owing (if any) for
rents up to and including- 30th 8eptember, 
lfl42? 

5. Is any contribution made to the Kitty
and Alexanderville Local Au:tilority? If 
the answer is in the affirmativ<!, please stat':) 
the, amount contributed for th� years 1940, 
1941 and 1!)42, (separately) :md the reason 
for these contributions. 

6. Is any Commission paid for collecting
these reJLts? If so, to whom is it paid, the 
rate paid, and the actual Commission paid 
for the years l!l40, 1941, and up to and in
cluding 30th September, 194:]. Show the 
figu·res seprwately. 

7. Is Government aware .that the lessees
are on a monthly tenancy? 

S. Is Government aw::n-e 1·hat eviction
proceedings are usually taken after the 
,expiraition of oue month's notice? 

9. What steps are beiug taken to e1i.sure
tllat lessees are given a greater security of 
tenure? 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Arising out of 
the announcement made by Your Excel
lency as regards the procedure to � 
adopted, I take it that if the amend
ment to my motion had been rejected 
Your Excellency would then have put 
my motion to the vote. 

'l'm� I'RESIDEN'l': No, the rxact 
wording of your motion would have 
falle_n. Had the amendment been finally 
negatived the whole thing would have 
fallen, and all we would have had on 
record would be the· debate. I tricked 
you a little bit by saying that in voting 
Hgainst the amendment you did not 
mean to vote against the substance of 
it. Of course we could have takev 
another motion later on. 
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Mr. WIGHT: 
fallen it would 

The motion having 
have com•! under the 

Rnk which i:::i.rn that a similar motion 
cannot be introduced within a period of 
six months. 

'l'11E PJ:Efo;Jf>E.X'L': r wonltl lirtYP 1o 
refer to the Attorney-General on that 
point. It depends on how you could 
Jrnyr p1·r-rlnc-e1l a new moti011 woril<'1l ll1 
such a manner as would bring it out
side the Rule. It probably could have 
bEen done somehow. 

onn:rm OF 'l'T-IF.'. D;\ Y. 

E!,Tli)L\TE,-, l!l-!:1. 

· The Council resolved itself into
Committee and resumed consideration
of the Estimates of expenditure to be 
defrayed from revenue for the year

. ending 31st December, 1·943.

MISCELLANEOUS (b) SUBVENTIONS, &c .. 

OTHER THAN MUNICIPAL. 

Item 24-Recruitment and Training 
of Officers for Colonial Agricultural De
partments, $.1,872. 

Mr. De AGUIAR: I do not think I 
have very much to add to wnat I said 
yesterday when I spoke generally under 
this head, but in order to refresh the 
m£:mory of hon. Members on the points 
I raised I will repeat that I asked Gov
frnment to re-examine the question of 
these grants. I appreciate that we are 
bound to continue some o·J:. them for a
certain period of years, and I realize 
1.he difficulty in trying to �top the pay. 
ments all at once, but it has occurred to 
me that perhaps at this time we might 
put ,up a case for the postponement of 
these payments until the war is over, 
because it seems to me that we can hope 
to get li'ttle benefit from them, and 
a.fter all most of these institutions are,
a� -it were, only marking time at
present.

Speaking· genHally on this item I 
should like· to hear from the Dir-ector 
of Agriculture what benefits this Col
ony ha:; Lee11 1·eceiving af; a l'Cf;nlt of 
this contribution. 

Prof. DASH (Director of Agricul
ture): This item relates to the Unifl�etl 
Service Scheme which this Council 
::igreed to accept and to contribute some
thing towards th·e training of officers 
for the Colonial Agricultural Depart. 
m<'11ls. 'Plrnt s<'l1<'nll' is still in fo1·rc 
and I do not think we couJ.d touch this 
vote without bringing up the whole 
question again, because wc; have agreed 
in principle to the Unified Services 
Scheme, part of which incorporates the 
training of officers for Colonial Agri
cultural Departments. 

Mr. De AGUIAR: Have we ever sent 
rm o.fficer from the Department of Agri
culture for a post-graduate course, or 
have wr an�: oflic-<'1·s in 1hr D<'p:11-tmrnt 
at present who have taken advantage 
of the course? What training have 
our officers received? 

Prof. DASH: We have come into the 
pid1n<• th is way: :rhn t if \\'(' w:, nt 
cft1cers we apply for them, and we hav<:: 
had officers. I cannot recall whether 
any of our own men born in this Colony 
have actually participated.' There may 
be one, bnt I cannot answer that off
hand. We have the privilege of calling 
on the authorities to supply us with 
cfficers under this arrangement. 

Mr. De AGUIAR: I am afraid that 
I ::im somewhat dense but I do not think 
J am fully satisfied with the explana
tion. Probably I ought to confess that 
T rlo nof 11nrlcrsta11d it. Arn T 1·ig-hf in 
saying that if a11 officer is required fo1· 
the Department of Agriculture the 
l>irc<·tor p;111•s to ihc> insi itutio11 fo 1 · that
r.fficer?

Prof. DASH: P.art of t.he training
takes <place at the College. 'fhe Unified
Service controls officers in 1·eceipt of a
certain salary. I think it is from the

t 
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£500 to .£600 clai!s up. This question 
has been fully discussed in this Council 
before, and when we accepted the Unified 
Service Scheme we agree,! to join in 

· the provision of funds for the training
of students or candidates for the Col
onial Agricultur�:1 Service so tha!; there
will always bt? a supply. To ensure
that the Home Governmen� puts up a
substantial sum of money, and each
Coiony was asked to contribute some
U:ing towards that expeuse. That -is
as far as I can go.

Mr. De AGUIAR: I do not wish to 
challenge the statement made by the 
Director, but I do not recall the dis
cussion he referred to in the Council on 
the scheme. I have been a Member of 
this Council for 1� years and that dis
cussion must have taken 11l�ce before 
my time. I raised the question some 
time ago, thoug!1 not quite in this form, 

_ and if there are any papers on thi,,; 
:o:cheme perhaps the Direct:•;.- might un
dertake to pass them aronncl for the 
benefit of Members. From all we have 
heard this morning it seems that this 
is unclou9teclly a matter Which requires 
re-examination, and I am asking tha;; 
this particular item be re-examined in 

'the light of the remarks I have made. 

'l'irn Clf AllUl.AX: l myself went ld 
like to see the papers and to see whether 
any <lii,<·11:-;sion took _pla<:c 1Jeforc, l>ut l 
�hould anticipate that it is something 
like this: As you know, a 1�umber of 
services have been unified over the whole 
Colonial Empire, and there is an inter
change of officers directed from Lon
don. The Agricultural Service is on� 
nnd the Police is another. I admit that 
when this was done part of the scheme 
was to arrange rather carefully the 
training of agricultural officers to be 
rtppointc,l to posts in lll<' llirilecl f-;cr
vices, and all the Colonies were asked 
to contribute in proportion to their 
means. I cannot say off-hand what 
direct connection it has with. the Im
perial College of Tropical Agriculture. 

Prof. DASH: 'l'he arra;1gement was 
that these officers WOLLld be selected on 
merit and qualification, if not a Uni
versity degree, and then they are sub
mitted to two years' post-gr'aduate 
trnining, one year at Cambridge and 
one year at the Imperial College. T,he 
whole matter al'Ose because there were 
very few candidates at one stage offer
ing for the Colonial Agncultural Ser
vice, and the desire of the Colonial 
Office was to put the whole question of 
the training, selection and salaries of 
officers on a proper basis in order to 
attract the right type of candidates. 
That is how the whole thing started. 
We came into it by accepting ·th·� 
,icheme, and this was a sort of corollary 
to that scheme. 

Mr. McDAVID (Col. Treasurer): I 
think I can add to that by saying that
there was a scheme and a large volume 
of correspondence on the suW,ject, but 
these contributions have a definite 
period-a five-year period. Whether 
it will cease in 1943 or not I cannot 
recollect now, nncl as to wh:1t new form 
the scheme will take after that I cannot 
t".ay now. 

'l'm: l'IL\J lti\L-\.�: ltC'm �i>-Contri
bution towards Imperial Fc,restry In
�titute at Oxford, $576-i3 a contribu
tion for five years. Perhaps the Con
servator of Forests will teil us whether 
that is a similar scheme for the trnin
ir,g of Forestry officers. 

Mr. WOOD (Conservatoi of Forests): 
'l'hcrc i� a good cleal mote tlulll t-lmt :in 
that particular case, becac,se now that 
they have a system of apprentice tours 
and mei1 doing their Imperial Forestry 
Institute course after their apprentice 
tours i,t undertakes a final year's train
ing of recruits who have 11lready done 
two years' service, and all the refresher 
courses which have to be taken periodic. 
ally by officers at diffei·ent stages of 
their service, and als,:J a certain 
amount of research work ior the vari. 
ous Colonies. J cannot remember off. 
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hand whether we agreed to make this 
contribution for a period oi years, but 
I rather think we did. 

T1rn U.l::lAlRlvlAN: H :say::; �o i11 1.hc 
note. On the general poir,t raised by 
1.he hon. Member for Central Demerara 
;Mr. De Aguial'J that the various con
il"ibLLtion:s 1·c11LLil'e 1"e-cxaminatio1J. 1 
would point ou';; that when there was a 
new service of this kind arranged by 
the Colonial Office it was the policy to 
appeal to the individual Colonies anrl 
ask them to 0ontribute in proportion 
to their means. That was done in 
principle some years ago. Now that we 
have this new finance policy it might 
b:e reasonable to raise the point whether 
there is need to call on all the Colonies 
to contribute their little bit. The reply 
might be that psychologically it would 
be. The House of Lords has recently 
been discussing the Unified Services and 
the handicaps the Colonies suffer, and 
the remedy, as Lord Moyne said, was 
that the same rates of pay should apply 
no matter whether the Color.y was poor 
or rich, and that those rates should be 
made up from Imper-ial funds in cases 
where a Colony could not afford them. 
On the same principle we may go back 
and say: "Why inflict all these little 
things on us?" I am quite P'l"epared 
to do that. 

done the Institutt: some good· 1.>t:s:ause 
some men came here to see the differ
ence l.Jetween gnu;:,; ancl rice. lu tho:,;e 
days there was no talk about Unified 
Services. We have got no benefit from 
this scheme, and everybody knows that; 
at least the Professor docs. He used 
his influence here and got. the . Council 
to grant this amount. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I would tell them 
that after this year we cannot continue 
thi:,; grnnt. All we have heard is only 
a matter of "obscurantism." We were 
told that it was for the purpose of 
gf-tting gradtJ.ates from the Universities 
to go to 'l'rinitlad to s Ludy tropical 
agriculture. We asked what were we 
going to get from it? A gentleman 
was here at the time on a visit and by 
using what we call in this Colony 
"sweet mouth". he got this Council to 
ag.ree to ma.ke this contribution. We 
were told distinctly that it was for tha<;; 
purpose. If anybody wants to go there 
now he will have to pay. This thing 
has brought us no 'benefit at all. It has 

1l'1rn CHAIHi\lAK: Would you like to 
contract out altogether? In that case 
when we a.pply for an officer they will 
tell us "You do not belong to the 
family; we cannot help you." 

Mr. JACOB: I am a little bit confus
ed. I understood yesterday that Your 
Excellency was going to raise the 
question of the lmperial Couege of 
Tropical Agriculture. I am wondering 
whether we are discussing iiems 23 and 
24 together, or whether it would not be 
better to discuss them separately. As 
regards item 23-Annual Grant to Im
prrial College of Tl'opical Agriculture 
$3,600-I made the point yesterday that 
this grant should definitely continue. I 
gathered from the hon. Members for 
Central Demerara (Mr. De Aguiar) 
and Georgetown North (Mr. Seaford) 
that while they are not opposed to the 
continuance of the grants they.want the 
whole question re-examined. By all 
means re.examine the quE-stion, but I 
should be sorry to think 1.hat the Col-
1(:ge in Trinidad should no\ be supported 
by this Colony when we are looking 
forward to such great agricultural 
development. We have been importing 
agricultural products from Canada, the 
United States and .&ustralia, and we 
�hould have a College in the West In
dies to enable us to abandon those un
necessary impoi·ts and the unnecessary 
use of ships. I cannot unde,rstan<i 
hon. Members suggesting that this 
grant should cease. 

I am pretty young, but I am not as 
youltg as I look. Twenty years ago the 
sugar interests here were very well 
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satisfied when they got two tons of 
sngar per acre, but to-day if they do 
not get four tons of sugar pe,i· acre they 
are not satisfied at all. Sugar produc
tion 'n this Colony has doubled itself, 
all due to scientific research, and ali 
praise to those who are responsible for 
this achievement. When it comes to 
rice, ::oconut and other products we· see 
a defoite and general decline all the 
time. We have had 20 years of decline, 
and I would be sorry to think that Gov
ernmmt would �uspend or abolish this 
grant to the Imperial Colleg-e. I am 
strongly in favour o.f the College being 
suppo·ted. In fact we should do some
thing more to expand it. · 

I cbserve 'that Trinidad is going to 
plant its own rice. Vv' e have been 
messing around with that problem all 
these years. They are going to plant 
their own rice and Venezuela or Brazil 
will also supply them while we sit here 
3nd mark time because it suits certain 
intuests that we should not have any 
other than suga'l· intert!sts in this 
Culouy. lf we are not able to do it iu 
1hi::; Cuunl'il maybe some supreme au
tl1ority may be able to do it for us. 
I feel very strongly about the matter 
2nd I appeal to Government to get more 
export ]H·odnet:s here apart from :sugar. 

'l'llli CHAllUL-\..1'°: You. llo uot oppo:se 
either item 23 or 24? 

Mr. JACOB: No, sir. 

'l'm, CHAll{i\IAll. : 'l'he p1·oiposal \nus 
made yesterday that we should make 
certain representations to the Secretary 
of State and to the College in order that 
we might get mor,e se'l·vice from the 
College. I am inclined to agree with 
that. My experience 1is that we are 
getting less than my last Colony was 
getting. 

Mr. De AGUIAR: The hon. Member 
is quite right. He did not understand 
what was being said. 

Mr. JACOB: With regard to item 4-
Un111t LU 1111trnt \Ve!fare aud'�\laten1ity 
League-For Midwives, $9,944-do I 
understand that this grant is being 
distributed throughout the country, or 
is it for Georgetown alone? If it is 
for the country districts I would like to 
make a point. There have been insist
ent demands from the North-West Dis
trict, that a subsidized nurse-midwife 
should be stationed at Morawhanna. mhe 
nurse-midwife at Mabaruma is unable 
to take care of the patients at Mora. 
whanna, and when I discussed the mat. 
ter with the previous Director of Medi
cal Se•rvices I was told there were not 
sufficient funds, and that some League 
was unable to provide the money for it. 
I am sorry the D:irector of Medical 
Services is not here. I would like the -
matter to be gone into. 

Prof. DASH: I should like to clarify 
one point in connection with item 23 
which has not been brought out. Ad
mittedly I am not as familiar as I userl 
to be with the work of the College, an<.l 
more recently transport ditnculties have 
got in the way of more frequent inter. 
course both by students and Professors. 
I would like to say that that grant was 
obtained by Sir Arthur Shipley who 
was Chairmam of the Board of Governors 
when the College first got 0n its feet in 
1927. He visited this Colony and other 
Colonies, and pointed out that it was an 
institution in the West Indies, and that 
we should show our goodwill towards 
the College and help its budget. As a 
result this Colony agreed to contriibute 
£1,000 a year. During the depression 
and financial difficulties the vote was 
cut, but I do not know if it ever had 
any sti-ings to it. Then it deycloped 
that we were allowed to simd diploma 
students on the scholarship system. I 
thought I should mention that bec-ause 
the new Members of the Council were 
-not here when th�s Council gave Sir
.Arthur Shipley a gift of £1,000 � year
which has since been cut.

Mr. AUSTIN: I would iike to refer 
to the point made by the hon. -M.embe)· 

1 
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for Georgetown North (l\fr. Seaford) 
yesterday with reference to the Im
perial College of Tropical Agriculture 
in Trinidad. T.he authorities of the 
College have not helped us at all in in
creasing the pr.oduction of sugar from 
two to four tons per acre. 1 t has been 
done as a result of the technical knowl
edge o[ tl.te people we haYe l.11·ought to 
the Colony, and the type of machinery 
used. I think the hon. Member for 
Georgetown North made :t very useful 
point. We are not · getting the assist
am:e we s!Lonld get 11·urn this College: 
H you, sh·, ·in ycmr tlespa td1 eoulcl point 
out to them that we lack that assistance, 
which perhaps is given to other Colonies, 
I think a very useful object, may bi:! 
achieved. We really feel that in re
spect of farmers' cane there are prob-
11:rns which a1·e wonyiJtg us from the 
sugar pr,oducers' point of view as well 
as from the farmers' point of view, and 
a teclrnic:11 l o11i<-ce of tile Uollegc l'Ould 
easily have been sent hel'C by air to 
give us some ad vice and assistance. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT· I am not 
opposing the item, but aren't we putting 
the cart before the horse? What we 
want is an expert drainage officer in 
view of what I saw on Sunday and 
Monday. We nave very fertile lands in 
this Colony which can grow almost any
thing, but we want a drainage expert. 
We rely too much on the sugar estate 
engineers.· The sugar estates are cer
tainly well drained, but Government 
does not seem to get the right type of 
officers for irrigation and dminage. 

'J'111; CJJ.\ILUI.\);: l>o �-ou know that 
we are bringing one out? 

Mr. WIGHT: I am very glad to h-ea1· 
that. 

Tm: CllAILUfAl\': ] lhl11k T said so 
in Fin.ance Committee in connection 
with· the Bonasika-Boeraserie scheme, 
that we have specifically asked for 
drainage and irrigation experts. _We 
have asked for several, but so far we 
have only got one drainage expert who 

will be paid for by the Home Govern
ment out of the grant. But we want 
to go further than that. 

Mr. JACOB: I have_ a distinct recol
lu:tion that the Manager of the Sugar 
E2'periment Station here went to Trini
dad and took a course at the Imperial 
College for a period of a year a1d a 
half or two years. I therefore thhk it 
is a little ungenerous to :;ay that the 
services of that officer are· cf no b,e1efit 
to this Colony. 

Prof. DASH: That officer dfd nat take 
a post-graduate course at the Colege. 
He went to Harvard University- to 
t�ke up studies in Genetics. 

Mr. JACOB: Are you referring to 
Nir. Cameron?: 

l'rof. DAi::,lI : So, you refcl'l'Cl t-0 
the officer in charge. 

Mr. JACOB: He went to Trinid,nd 
and remameci mere :i:'v, some period. 
Now he is the Manager oi the Sugar 
Experiment Station hei·e. It looks a 
little ungenerous to say that the train
ing, experience and knowledge that 
officer acquire,! in Trinidad are of no 
benefit to the sugar interests here. 

Item 56-Sub1oidy to Canadian Na
tional Steamship Service, $40,800. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: In Finance Com
mittee, it was suggested that this 
matter would be considered on the 
lines of the possible withholding of the 
subsidy. I trust that th� matter will 
receive the earnest and expeditious 
r,ttentiion -0f Government. 

T111, CHAIRHA�: Yes, certainly. 

Item 70-United Mariners' 
Grant for running expenses 
�5,000. 

Club
of-· 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I would like to 
· know whether this Club will be an ex
clusive institutio.n or will be available

�-
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to all seamen? There is some feeling 
that it is likely to be an exclusive Club 
for a certain class of seamen. ls it 
:tor all mariners? 

Mr. McDA VID: There ,Yill be no 
exclusion whatsoever. It i'l all embrac-, 
ing, and everyone entitled to the desig. 
nation of mariner will be entitled to 
gc there. I .move that the new sub� 
head 72-Grant to Seamen's Club, · 
$960-as printed in the !"C,port of the 
Finance Committee be inserted. 

Item agreed to . 

'1'111-: CHAIIUlAN: 111 J·egard to the 
representations I am to make to the 
authorities of the Imperial College of 
Tropical Agriculture I anticipate that 
the possible answer of the Principal 
might be that the teaching staff of the 
College cannot be posted off, to other 
Colonies. That. may be perfectly 
true, but the practice hither.to has 
been that at certain · periods oppor. 
tunity was taken by the teaching 
1'taff to visit other Colonies and give 
their services. Another point is 
whether the College has not adviser,s 
attached to it in addition to the 
teaching staff. That again raises the 
further question of the Leeward and 
Windward Islands which, of course, 
Juul a spechll senite. Ju thm,e Col-

. onies we nad a Commissioner of Agri
culture and an Assistant Commissioner 
";,ho were attachecl to· the College, and 
all the advantages of the laboratories 
and equipment of the Coll!::ge. We had 
to ·pay for them separately; but · we 
always had them available to us at 
any time. 

I think what Members have · said 
means that we feel ,that within the 
iast two or threP. years there has been 
a kind of exclusiveness about the Col
lege; an unwillingness to help us 
here. Those are the points I shall 
i·aise in my despartch. 

0FFICI.\L TIECP.l\'ER. 

ltem 1 (a)-Official Receiver, Public 
'Trustee and Crowri Solicitor ($4,320 
by $120 to $•1,800). 

Mr. JACOB: I think the permanent . 
holder of this office is now in charge 1 

of the Commodity Control, and I ant 
wondering· whether the acting officer 
is being paid a flat rate or will draw 
some of the fees which the permanent 
holder draws I think it wc,uld be far 
more satisfactory if the rtcting officer 
is paid an inclusive salary and that 
all fees be paid into th,�, Treasury. 
This matter has been raised in this 
Council over and over again and I 
think\ the previous Attorney-G,eneral 
ruled that itt would be far more satis
factory if that were done in respect of 
the permanent Lolder of the office, but 
it, was not practicable to do so in view 
of the contract with Mr. King. Imme
ctiately that contract expires and a new 
dl'icer is appointed all fees should b.e 
paid into the T·reasury an.d the officei· 
paid an inclusive salary. 

'l'1rn C.ILUJL\L-\:.'\: In the case of the 
substantive holder of the office it is 
not intended to change the existing 
arrangement. You are referring also 
to the temporary arrangement. I am 
not sure what the precise :urangement 
is. 

Mr. McDAVID: The a1Tangement is 
that the acting officer gets the sub
stantive salary :.ind fees. 

'l'rrn A'l''l'O.UKE\" -UEXE'.ltAL : Ile 
only draws certain fees, ::L very small 
prc,portion of the �ees. 

Mr. JACOB: Whether the fees are 
snwll 01· large I think it would be far 
more satisfactory if they ·were paid 
into the Treasury. This matter was 
debated in this Council • in respect of 
the Assistant Attorney-General and 
on� or two other o�cers, and 1 
strongly urge that Govei'nment has 
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nn opportunity now to make a change. 
Let it begin at once and do not put it 
cff. I was given an assurance here 
on a previous occasion that irnme .. 
<liately an opportunity arose it would 
be done. Now l am told that this 
acting officer is on the same basis but 
receiving .small fees. I \think otJher 
Members know what happened. Of 
course the majority of them are mem
bers of the legal profession and m-.iy 
not want to say it, but it is de;finitely 
unsatisfactory to permit that arrange. 
ment to continue. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The hon. Member 
who has just spoken always says that 
he cannot understand the hun. Mem
ber for Berbice River. There is 
very good reason for that, because the 
hon. Member for Berbice River never 
knows what he is balking about. The 
permanent holder of the office, a soli
citor of expe1�i�nce, is only temporarily 
out of his offi<::e, yet the hon. Member 
tells Government tihat it tan fhang:e 
the whole arrangement with respect to 
the fees. Where is the, oppo.rtunity? 
The acting ,officer stands to lose certain 
of his own fees and should get the 
fees aittached to his 1acting appoint. 
ment. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: fl'lhc hon. Mem
ber for North-Western District (Mr. 
Jacob) seems to have a very poor 
opinion of the legal Members of thi:; 
Ccuncil. He thinks that because a 
matter happens to concern the legal 
profession no· leg,al Member of the 
Council would be prepared to express 
an opinion on th'e subject. He should 
pernse the oath which every member 
cf the legal profession has to take 
when he is called to the Bar. The 
point was raised by me some time 
ago that llwl'c should 1.Je a l'.0111· 

putation of all fees and the holder of 
t.he office given a fixed sab.ry, but hon.
Members, including the hon. Member
for North.Western Dii;trict, were
rather against thart on the pr.inciple
that were tha,t proced·ure adopted-

Mr. JACOB: To a point of correc. 
tion. From the first day I entered 
this Council I have been definitely 
against fees being paid Lo any mem
ber of the Government apart from his 
subst,an1)ve salary. 

Mr. WIGHT: The argument adduc. 
ed against my suggestion was that if 
it were adopted there wouid arise the 
question of paying pension on the 
amount which was so computed, and 
that, I take it, was one of '.:he reason\.'l 
why this Council did not a-p,prove of 
it. I happen to know th,-1.t the officer 
concerned would be only too willing to 
accept a computed amount and an in
creased pension. 

PF.XSIOXS .DIU (;iI..\TUlTlliS. 

Mr. JACOB: I am not opposed to 
paying increased pensions. I would be 
glad to see tne officer referred to under 
t.he previous head receiving an acl<li
tional pension. I rose to support in
creaserl pensions to .U10�e olli<.:en; whv:sc 
pensions are ;;v low that they cannot 
live on then1. I w�nt to :;;uggest that 
in the same way as salaries 
up to $60 per month have �een tem
porarily increased by wa;: bonus-es it 
is only fair thait pensioners, pariticu
farly those receiving up to $50 per 
month, should be giv,en a temporary 
increase. I think Government has 
had one or two requests, but I think a 
flat rate of 10 per cent on all pensions 
np to $50 per month should be paid to 
a!J pensioners, and I commend that to 
Government's consider,atio!"t. 

Tm,: CHAIRMA.l.�: As a war measure 
you 'mean? 

Mr. JACOB: Yes, sir. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I wish to repeat 
what I said yesterday in respect of 
those people who receive from $8 down 
to $5 per month as pension. Some 
people are definitely grudging as re
gards pensions, and that is the reason 
why the hon. Member for Georgetown 
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North (Mr. Seaford) laboui:ed it and 
this Council agreed foat no pensione1 
should receive less than $10 per 
month. I know of several who are 
g·ctting $8 per month. A female ex. 
employee at the Mental Hospital gets 
:SS per month as penswn. If that 
sum was good enough before the waL" 
it does not go anywhere now. I think 
during the last war Government also 
gave a temporary increasE: of 10 pet· 
cent. to pe11:;io1wi-s. 1 know tha i the 
Imperial Gcvernment has recognized 
the prindple of giving' ,var bonuses 
to 'J.)ensioners a::; weU. 

Mr. C. V. WIGH'T: I take it that 
the hou . .i\lelllber is suggesting au in
crease to pensiouers inespectiYe 
of 1·ei::i•lence. 

i\lr. ELEAZA.1: : I tlo uot know of 
anybody outside the Colo1,y who gets 
a pension of $8 per month. 

'l'rn.,; UHAIHMA�: l wiU make a 
note of the point raised. 

J'111.1CE .• 

Mr. McDA VID: I movr� the addi
tions recommended by the Finance 
Committee which amount to $296, 
making the tatal of the head $'580,568. 

Mr. JACOB: I am going to make a 
[Joint I have made before-I think I 
made it in Finance Committee-that 
officers belovJ the line, those on tb� 
Uutixed J�slablishmcnt, should 11.1,·c 
t.he opportunity of being promoted to
the Fixed Establishment by vir,tue of
SE-rvice. Up to the present time I do
not believe-take for instance item 10,
"10 County Sergeants-Major"-any of
those uffice1·s ca11 be pl'omoted 1o any
position up to and including that of
Commissioner of Police. I do not
!mow whether it is the intenti.on of
this Government, or the Imperial Gov
e1,nment, or other Authorities to con
tinue this kind of discrimination. It 
has gone on too long and it is time 
that it be removed. Here we have 

certain people who begin at the bot
tom and get old and retire without 
getting over the line. lt is only in 
l'espect of this Service that we find 
this thing happening. I think tho 
time is overdue for a stop te, be put 
to that kind :if discrimination which 
is due particularly, I think, to pig. 
mentation. I do no,t prop•)se to mince 
words here. I have made up my mind 
to speak frankly and keely on these 
matters. It is time that our masters, 
wherever they may be, realize that we 
-I at least-do not approve of this
kind of business and that my presence
in this Legislature is to revresent the
views of the people whom I have the
honour 1.o represent. I think it has
ccntinued too long and should be
stopped.

I want to take this opportunity to 
1·efer to one or two very glaring acts 
of dis.criminat1011. It reaches up to 
the top-item 1 (Commissioner of 
Police). Your E:ireellency is aware of 
a ce1·tain communication that I ad
dressed to the Secretary of Staite for 
the Colonies, a copy of which was sent 
to Your Excellency. I do not want to 
say very much more abouL it now, but 
I think the sooner all officers of this 
Government real�ze that irrespective 
or po::;ition. i11Jluc11ec 01· colou1·, l'olice 
Officers are there to do their duty 
without fear or favour to anyone, the 
b1ztter it will be for all C0I).Cemed. I 
have had a personal and practical ex
perience of it not only on one occasion 
Lut on two definite occasions, and I do 
want it to be recorded here that from 
the top of this Department there is 
definite discrimination. Letters go in 
all the time about it but we get very 
little redress. In fact we get no re
dress at all. 

I am glad the Head of this Depart. 
ment is here fo,tening to wl}at I say. 
I w,ant him to take his mind back to 
when I approached him and spoke to 
him about a certain matter. He ask
ed me who is the person involved, 
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when I wanted him to take action. He 
himself suggested . the name of the 
person involved and then said "I am 
sorry we arP. not able to get the evi
dence �nd so can take no action." Here 
is a case which, I think, 1s foe worst 
case that can ever be put before any 
body of people, anyone who wants to 
.,ee justice and fairplay. The matter 
is past, bu.t I trust that nothing of 
the kind will ever happen again in 
this Colony and particularl.y in the 
Police Department. 

Mr .. ELEAZAR: I cannot allow the 
estimates of this Department to pass 
without SLLpporting what .;he hon. Mem
ber has said, though it is n0t often I do 
that, as I do not often know what he is 
talking about. On this occasion he 
knows what 'he is talki,ng abou<t and I 
compliment him. I think the time is 
ripe Jor something to be done in -this 
Department. Some smali attempt had 
been made but it did not go as far as 
it might. I notice that they have en
gaged a large number of young police
men. They are certainly .::n improve-

, ment on the older type of policemen 
in so far as ecluootional ability !is 
concerned. They are better educated 
men and I wonder if Government can
not go a little further and make the 
pay more attractive so that we can 
get a better class even. I noticed in 
the Press a day or two ago that in 
Trinidad they are caterilig for Un'i
versi t,r men and lUL' rnc11 ll'h-O hi11'c J1iLLl 
a Sc('nntla1·�, education ii ncl l1ave pa:;:;
ecl the Joint Board Examination. 
They are offering such men salaries 
commensurate with their educational 
aliainmeiit:; .iud l 11·0Jlllet· wltelhel' we 
.cannot improve our system here in the 
same way', When some time ago it 
was found necessary to increase the 
Police Force the men were getting a 
meagre salary, something like $32 a 
month, and in order to reduce it still 
:furthei· they made a Fourth Class 
after the probationary period and gava 
a salary of $24. a month. It is still 
there, and so I can only assume that 
this improved type of young police-. 

men is receiving that $24 with, per. 
haps, a little war bonus. You cannot 
irn1H'uve the Fon;c ill that way. 

lu:steall of cluiug like 'l'riuidud, catcr
jJ1g l'u1· Lhe )Jetter l:la:;:; of yuuug men all 
round, physica!ly as well as mentally, 
you are catering to a second rate 
bunch and offering a reduced pay of 
$24 a month. That is not goou 
enough. lf tney would follow what is 
done in Trinidad, what the hon. Mem
ber referred to and suggested would 
certainly be ai:.tained, because if you 
have fellows with Univei·sity degree,3 
and there is opportunity for promotion 
there can be 110 difficulty in making 
them Junior Superintendents before 
their tlme for retirement. But under the 
old regime, I am sure the reason why 
they did not pass the rank of a Ser
g-rnnt-Major was because there was some 
little thing wanting, just as in the case 
11·hith Yout· Exeellcncy rnentio11rtl la:;t 
week, where a man did the work of a 
Cbss I clerk but could not be made r1 
clerk because something was wanting. 
In the same ll'ay you have t!Jesc mcll 
and pay them a. small salary; you kee11 
them for all these years ,:na make a 
line which they shall not pass-the 
position of a Sergeant-MaJQr. To tell 
you the truth they would be told: "It 
is because you have not the Senior 
,Joint Board certificate that we cannot 
l'isk that. 

,vc want meu of 11.ighel' ccluca
tio11al attainments fol' the bigl1er 
ranks.'' I refuse to believe tha,t me�·e
ly because of a man's colcmr he is 
made a Sergeant-Major and nothing 
else beyond ·that. I might be offend
ing somebody, but it is only in a few 
inetances have I fonnd a man here and 
there whom I could regard as being 
capable all round to be a Superintend
t•n t. 'l'hel'<' ha,·c, been OIi<' or 111·0, but 
certainly the large maj11rit.y cannot 
boast that way. The reason .for that 
i:;, that there was no allowance made 
at their entrance. They clid not cater 
for men of any speci-al attainments 
and· the men could not do better when 
they joined the Polrice Force. They 



R51 Estima,fP.�, 194rl LiUlTSLATTVF: Cntr�CTT, -Oommitf Pe 35Z

could not get any work and, before 
dqing 'nothing they joined the Force. 
'l'h·ose days are over. We are spend
ing a large sum of money on educa. 
tion. If the men take advantage of it 
and go to High .School and c,ome out 
with Senior Joint Board or Matric-.1-
lation certificates-some even going 
abroad and getting Univers'ity de
grees-they should be encouraged by 
being paid commensurately, and th.: 
Force wonld become very mut:h im. 
proved. As a matter of fact, l do not 
know who is to be blamed, but some
body is, for some of the things that 
are gofag on. Crime 1s 011 the in. 
creas-e and detection of crime is on the 
decl'ease. It is because we wiant men 
of a higher calibre, me,n who can 
reason. We do not want "Sherloclc 
Holmes" as I do not think we will get 
any, but certainly we do w,ant men 
who can follow up a case and capture 
the culprit. We have too many cul
pi'its escap-ing justice. I hope Govern
ment will· look. into this matter. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: I am getting on 
in years and do not know how much 
longer I may rema:in in this Council, 
but it is within my recollection that, 
a man of colour, who was a Non. 
Commissi-oned Officer, wa:; offered the 
post of ,Sub-Inspector in this Colony 
2nd he declined it. His name is 
Ainsworth. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: That was 50 years 
ago! 

Mr. WOOLFORD: I ar:i only re
calling that incident in' order to make 
a few observa,tions. He d,,clined it for 
the very reason that the hon. Member 
for Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar) has 
just mentioned. He felt that cuLtural. 
Jy and in other res.pee.ts he cou1d not 
maintain the position, Thait may 
account for the precedent not being 
repeated, but I hope that will not be 
found as a reason why suggested 
appointments along these lines should 
not be made. We all know that cir-

cums,tances differ and there are de
g1 ees of discrimination. I have no
ticed very many happy changes, and I 
hope it will not be necessary for the 
hon. Member to call attention again 
to wl1.1 t i � <·onxiclc1•pcl a cl i�sn tisfie1l, 
service. I do know that that no longei' 
permeates the Civil Service. One only 
has to go to the Colonial Secretariat 
and other Depal'tments to notice the 
entire change of atmosphere. I sym. 
pathize with the hon. Member and 
express complete agreement with him 
if. he thinks appointments are measur. 
ed along ,those lines. I do claim that 
men who may not be thought com
petent to be appointed Sub-Inspec. 
tors are really competent and equally 
as competent as Sub-Inspectors and 
should be given higher and more 
responsible duties. I refer to the 
fact that those men are very often alone 
in charge ,of station-s in (!Utlying dis
tricts, but they are· not allowed the 
privilege of granting bail to persons 
who• are arrested and br,rnght to the 
station. I wonder how much longer this 
r,rinciple is going to be recognised. 

'J'he mn,ioi-ity of th<.' Connt.v Sc1·
gennts-!\f:ijor wlio have lrn<l ve,·:v 
_long expe1·ic-1we of tho,-e clnties a.re 
·being- retire<l, but whil!-t th<'y held
<,ffi<-e lll<'y wel'e not allowed to
exel'f•i:-;<' 1.hc xmnc c1iscretional'y powers
:1,- tl1<' SulJ-I11�pedors wl1om they
l!:H<' tang-ht thei1· <1nlies. T ];now
several men who can very well be en
trusted with the discretion of granting
bail. Why should a persoa be kept in
custody for one week before the visit
ing Magistrate enters' the district?
Why should the matter b;:? referred to
the County· Im:pector who may be
mi.Jes away? Tt does not require one
t0 be a specialised Officer to know that
if a pers·on is arrested and te-nders "B"
ac surety, "B'' must be the ow-ner of a
property. A Sergeant-Major can, if
given the facility look at the title deed
of the surety, se-e the manner of ex
pression on his face. He is quite com
petent to say whether the amount of
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bail should be $100 or $250. Why 
should he not be a11owed that discre
tion? I know of no indktable case 
where it is permitted, and in some 
ca8es it is very often refused, except 
for very minor offences. It is no good 
saying it is th� discharge of a respon
sible duty. It is only a tradition of the 
Service and I would like to see it re
moved. 

I am under the impression that the 
present Commissioner of Police when 
he was Detective Superintendent held 
that view himself and if in any case a 
County Sergeant-Major is in any doubt 
01 is not quite sure of his ground he 
can te,lephone the Superintendent in 
charge of the district an(1 ask his ad
vice. I do ask that the practice I have 
referred to be stopped. It a.mounts to 
the illegal imprisonment of a person 
who iR cnrnlified to fm·ni,;lt bail aml iR 
entitled to bail. I hope not to have the 
necessity of calling atte!ltion to this 
i;natter &gain. T·here is no reason for 
its conbinuance, and you are making 
these men thoroughly dissatisfied when 
you try to withhold from them the ex
ercise of authority which ·i,s g:ivP11 in 
men rin similar positions in England. 
They feel i.t but are unabfr: to eX\I)ress 
their disagreement. They 1ike it to be 
thought that they can be invested with 
power of that kind. In s_ome cases it 
would be a greater satisfaction than an 
incrnase of salary. 

Tmc OI-IATRi\IA:X: Xo 11oi11t of detail 
has been raised on which to cal1 upon 
the Commissioner to rep.Jy. I have 
lidened to what h1as been said by the 
three hon. Members v\nith great atten
tion, great interest and considerable 
sympathy, particnJ.arly to what has been 
said by the hon. Member for New Am
sterdam and the hon. Member for 
North-vVcRtcn1 Di�t,·id. a)l(l I hope T 
shall have an opportunity to do what I 
can in the direction t,hey would like to 
see the Force built up. I did not en. 
tir,ely follow what was said by the hon. 
Member for Berbice River, but I think 

l heard him say that we should try and
get better · people as is ]Jf:ing done in
Trinidad. I would like to say that I
have a little knowledge of the Police
Force throughout the British Wes,t In
dies, and I am quite certain that this
Force yidds to none and is probably
the best of them.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I think Your Excel
lency misunderstood what I said. I 
know myself of the Force in Trini
dad, and I know that men from 
here have gone there and got big 
positions because they were head and 
shoulders above those there. But I 
saw in the papers that they in Trin1i.dad 
are welcoming men of University 
r;tandiard and men of Secondary School 
attainments and are offering them high 
remuneration. I was only asking 
Government that that be done here. I 
know that boys of the Senior Joint 
Board standard will not join the PoEce 
Force under the present system at all. 
*24 a month will not attract them, and
I am asking Government to follow
Trinidad in this respect. not because
Trinidad is superior but becaµse they
have made a st91J in a direction which I
think should be followed.

Head passed as amended. 

Poon. 
i\Ir. C. V. WIGHT: I have raisecl it in 

several places other than here and I 
have mentioned it in a couple of letters 
that � rea.Jly do think some better pro
vision should be made with regard to 
the Alms House. I think the whole set 
up should be changed. In other 
words we shou·ld not have an Alms 
House but have a Poor House working 
on the same principle as abroad. Once 
I raised this point and some kin;d 
gentleman in some paper (I call it a 
"rag") thought I was ,ach'"ocating the 
abolition of the Alims House and advo
cating the abolition of a refuge for the 
Poor. That can be treated with the 
contempt which it c;leservc:i; Bvt I clo 
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consider that to have the Alms House 
situated as it is, is an anachronism. 
The more modern tendency is the plac
ing of those incapa,ble in an Infirmary 
a�, an adjunct to a hospital or other. 
wise and extending the p-rinciple of 
Workhouses. I think myself that will 
nwet the case much better and, per
haps, afford better provision for the 
Poor of ·the Colony. 

Mr. JACOB: For record purposes I 
would like to refer to items 12, 13, 14 
and 15 under "Out-Door Poor." I no
tice that the provision for 1943 is the 
same as that for 1942 an<l piiactically 
the same as that for 1941. Your Ex. 
cellency, I was a member of that Com
mittee that went into the question of 
Old Age Pensions and made recommen
dations. That Committee was supplied 
with figures in regard to the aHowances 
given to the Poor in Georgetown and 
the country districts. Looking back 
through those figures I find that the 
allowances for the Boor in Geor,getown 
w€re from 24 c£<nts to $11.44 per week. 
That was in 1940. In the country. dis
tricts the m'Onthly allowances were from 
36 cents to $5. I do not kn-0w how many 
people get $5 but I know that a large 
number of people get from 36 cents to 
96 cents per month. The list is a long 
one and the amounts per individual are 
36c., 48c., 60c., 64c., 72c., 84c., $1.00, 
$1.20, $1.28, $1.32 and so on up to $5. 

The estimate here doe3 not provide 
for anything additional to the last two 
years' allowances, and I am wondering 
whether there is not some mistake. It

is true a supplementary provision dill 
go through for last year, but I think it 
had nothing to do with the allowances. 
I understand that no one in the country 
districts will receive less than $1 per 
month. I think $1.50 iis being paid 
now. I think 'the amount here is very 
inadeq,ll'ate and there is some error 
somewhe·re. I just draw Government's 
attention to that aspect of the matter 
so as to let it be p,laced on record that 
the people in deorgetown are only 

getting 24 cents per week and those in 
the country dis-tricts 313 cents per 
month, and yet we have been told here 
that provision is already made when' 
certain hon. l\lI,embers, who spoke on 
Old Age Pensions, asked for an indefin .. 
ite postponement of that 1�otion. Look
ing back through those figures over a 
period of years the more I see that un
less attention fo given tr> the poor 
some of the rich will certainly get poor 
very shortly. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I rise to support 
what the ho�1. Member said. I J1nvP. 
given very eunest attention to this 
matter for a considerable • time. I

know all abont these allowances of 24 
and 36 cents, and I know that in these 
days such amounts can c:arry nobody 
anyw'here. I have tried to the best of 
my ability to see how the problem can 
be solved an<l I hnrn foil(•cl. I am Hot 
iroin� to blame Gon:-rmuent wltei-e 1 nrn 
make no suggestion, but I think the 
motion iwcepted in principie yesterday, 
if .expedited by Government, would help 
to solve the problem to some extent. It 
h, a pity tha( we ihave to think of giv
ing persons 72 cents to keep them for 
a month, but it means a lot to thesa 
poor people. See how �hey clamour 
for it and the joy they exhibit when 
they receive it, but that is no reason 
why we should conffoe them t,o tihat if 
Wf< can do better. I cannot make any 
suggestion except by way of this Old 
Age Pensions scheme. Some hon. 
Members are d the opin:on that Gov
ernment will never bring forward the 
Bill for the balance of my natural life, 
which I do not eons ,ider to be very 
long. I know of instances where 
Government has accepted motions in 
principle, as was done yesterday, 
and they hiave not been brought back 
yet. The hon. Member who moved the 
motion is afraid that he will never see 
that Bill, and this morning when he 
returned to the Council Chamber he 
said the same thing to me. I hope 
Your Excellency will assist me in giv-



357 Estimatcs, Hl43 10 DF.CF.l\IBF.R, 1942. -Oommittee· 358

ing him the lie. Let him see during 
Your Excelleney's regime here that it 
d-oes come up in a practical shape.

Mr: McDA YID (Colonial Treasurer):
I am sorry I cannot answer the q'uestion 
of the hon. Member for North-Western 
District (Mr.' Jacob) as to the ade
quacy of the amounts. These estimates 
were framed by the Department con
cerned, 1.ihe Poor Law Commi.,sioners, 
and I take it they have mac;;e t,hat pi-r;
vrn1on. On the other hand if the pro
vision is inadequate they w-0uld have 
to come back to the Council for a sup
plementary prov1s,1on. I would ask 
the permission of the Co.mcil to deal 
with iternR 1:}, · 1-l- al!(l 15 a,; one :rnrl 
to have the total vote for the Out
Door Poor in one lnmp sum, although 
the details will be shown as an· inset. 
It will allow gi·•eater freedom in sub
dividing these amounts accordingly. It 
is important to divide preci>sely th� 
amounts for Georgetown, Essequebo 
and Bei-bice and to have �hem shown, 
but I prefer, if the Co11ncil agirees. 
there should be one Heacl "Out-Door 
P,1or" with the total lump sum and 
that the sub-division should be inset. 
It will make no alteration in the tot,al 
\'Ote. 

Mr. JACOB: In arriving at the total 
figure of $98,900 I would much prefer 
�hat it be divided into the several dis
hicts rather than to have one lump 
sum given. I think it is a little retro
gressive not to have the amounts for 
Demerara, Esseq.uebo and Be1'bice 
f.eparately. You must get the figures 
fr.cm the several districts to ·arrive at 
the lump sum. I am wholly opposed 
to that suggestion. Sufficient reason 
has· not been given in support of it. 

Mr. McDA VID: I thoaght I had 
made myself clear. What I said wia,;; 
that there will be the several sub
clivision,s but you will noi ca,rry the 
amou,nts as separate votes. They will 
be shown separately as an inset, but 
t.hc vote will be shown as a lump, sum.

Mr. JACOB: It looks like a dis
tinction without a difference. You 
remove the amounts from one column 
and put them outside and then ulti
mately remove them. 

Mr. McDA VID: T•here ;s a differ
ence. It is this. If the ,imount pro
l'idt>d fo1· Bcrui<:c i� fn1111d to he short 
the1·e is a saving i!: '!:½e amount pro
vided for Demerara, Government will 
have the power to ma,ke up the de
ficiency from there; without coming 
back to the Council. You will make 
c-ne County pay for another.

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I was waiting
for the hon. Colonial 'Treasurer to say
that. I a,m not an Accountant but I
know something about floating bal
ances. It means that if Berbice over.,
draws a little, either Essequebo or
Demerara will suffer and vice vers·a.
There will be greater scope in the
manipulation of the vote. I use this
(expression in no deroga�ory sense.
We allow too much freedom of action
-to traverse from the Berbice Co11,st
down to the Essequebo Coast. I think
that, perhaps, nothing bette,r can be
clone than to !eave the items just as
they sband on the Est.imates.

Mr. McDA VID: I am surprised at 
the sensitiveness of hon. Mem{l:J,ers in 
respect of the money p.rovided for the 
vote. Under thE: Head "Magistrates" 
all the votes are lumped for the 
travelling expenses in respect of the 
districts. T·hey are not itemised. 

Mr. C. V. Wight: To a point of in
form,ation ! If you anticipate that 
any particular vote fo: one par
ti.cular area will be inadequate and 
there will be a lapsing vote in another 
area, then I prefer the vote to lapse in 
the one .area and a Supplementary 
\lote given for the other area. 

Mr. McDAVID: I am r>ot pressing 
the point. If hon. Members preter 
Government to come back for � suppi�;,

I( 
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mentary vote on eaoh Head. I antici
pate we may find what I am afraid of
that the. vote has been overd1�wn and 
the money is not there. I am just try. 
ing to anticipate the uJSual informa
tive reply of Government Depa,rt
ments. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I would like to see 
"Be1,bice" on these Estimates because 
I know· that we provide 41) per cent. of 
the taxes and get 15 per cent. spent 
there. What i-s worse, some time ago 
when Berbice was �pecia.Jly mentioned 
for a grant for sanitary purposes in 
New Amsterdam the name "New Am
sterdam" was re<01oved and a lump sum 
was given. We were told to ask the 
Director of Medic,al Services for the 
amount and last year beca1:.se we ob
jected to the money being spent in the 
way it was being done without any 
reference to us, we did not get :my 
more. It was money put down for 
New . Amsterdam but the niame New 
Amsterdam was deleted ancl a lmnp 
sum for Berbti.ae provic1e�l, (ancl even
tually we lost it altogether. Let 
"Berbice" remain. 

Tim OIL-URMAN: The Trea�ltl'er 
· does not want to press his motion!

Head agreed to.

POST 0FFfCE. 

Mr. McDA VID: These estimates for 
the Post Office were very thoroughly 
p.i,scuissed in Finance Committee. Some 
small additions were made totalling 
$486. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Under this Head I 
have not much to complain about in 
respect of the internal working but 
much about the trea.tment the people 
get from Government economy. When 
Government is going to economize it 
is always at the expense of the tax. 
parer. He lla�•s tl1e piper, but Govern
ment calls the tune. F,ancy a Post 
Offi,..,., closes in a country like this at 4 
o'�J.JCK in the afternoon, so that if & 

man dies at Eversham after that hout· 
his friend in Georgetown cannot pos
sibly know about it that rnme day be
cause the Post Office closes at 4 o'clock. 
Why should it be necessary to close at 
4 o'clock in'Lthe a.fternoon because the 
T.elegraph Operator is g:oing to ask
for overtime to work until 5.30, which
will amount to 12 or 16 cents? Rather
than give that small amount for over
time you say to him "Close· down at 4
o'clock and go home." You have put
the public at an inconvenience in not
being able to send a telegram one
minute after 4 o'clock in the afternoon
or even to get a penny stam!I).

Trrn OHAIRl\IAN: I do 11ot thi11k 
that matter comes undet· Head XXX. 
The hon. Member is talking a,bout 
telephones and telegrams. 

Mr. McDAVID: Those remarks can 
b�tter come under the next Head
Post Office-Telecommunications and 
Electrical Inspecto,rs' Branch. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am calling a 
spade a spade. mfii-s Head is Post 
Office. The Postmaster Ge11eral gov
erns the whole tfiing. -If that is so, 
it is the Post Office Department we 
are dealing with. Because the De
partment cannot pay an Operator 16 
cents for the extra hour to send tele
grams after 4 o'clock in the afterno·on 
the whole community must be placed 
at a disadvantage. Is that economy? 
That is parsimony with a vengeance. 
Mere innovation is not a requirement. 
It is a monstrous thing that the who],3 
Colony must be inconvenienced so as to 
ma-ke a vote look a little smaller You 
strain at a gnat and swallow a whole 
camel. You save a pem1y ancl spend a 
pound. That is Govemrnent's policy at 
the .expense of the unfortunate tax
payer. 

Mr. JACOB: I propose to raise a 
matter that I have rajsecl · year in and 
year out. While there has been a· little 
improvement in one direction it is 
not sufficient. l refer to the deliy. 

7 
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uy of letters. I was at pains here 
Inst year to point ont that it 
would be far more satisfactory for the 
Postal Authorities to deliver letters 
rather than to send them to one, or two, 
or three parties before the letters 
nrh1nlly ren<:11 tl1e ndcli-e,;,-;('('f;. 1 nm glntl 

Sparendaarn Post Office . is six milea 
from Georgetown. A letter posted to a 
resident of Plaisance is delivered the 
same day from that Post Ofrlce. If the 
letter i,-; n<l(he,;se<l to :1 resicle11t of Ogle 
Front or Goedverwagting Pasture it is 
sent about two miles away to the estate. 

to say that so far as Pin. Diamond is 
concerned an attempt, a kind of half
hearted attempt, is being made to de
liver letters direct to the parties con_. 
cerned. I have been viev,-ing matters 
in this Colony very closely and, I am 
son:y to say, whenever any improve. 
mrnt is to take place, anything new is 
to be started the worst pc•ssible place 
is selected. By all means test it out at 
"Pln. Diamond, but why no� at Plns. 
Cane Grove, Albion, Anna Regina as 
-well"/ 1 wonld like Yont Exeelle11c·y to
look into this matter, if you can spare
the time. At P_ln. Cane Grove the-re is
a dam dividing Cane Grav� from Vir
ginia Village. Letters are delivered
clirect to the people at Yi rgi11 ia, but
when letters go to persons residing on
the estate they are sent to the Mana
ger's House and then to another place
and proba,bly another place then to a
driver and then to the addressees. Th•1
Postal Service is a very necessary ser
vice. A man writes Ietter8 and wants
them deliver�d. He expects replies, but
the policy here has been to restrict,
and discourage attendance rtt schools S•l 

as to keep the people ignorant, unlet
tered and illiterate. People are sent to
live in certain places-for instance
Hague Back which has 500 people resi
dent there-with neither a Post-Box
nor a decent road and their letters have
to remain at the P,ost Office for days, to
be called for. I think that some more 
expeditious method should be adopted 
at once. I have talked about this thing 
year out and yea.r in. No doubt it is 
because the Member for North-West
ern · District has spoken about 
ii that' nothing must be done. It 
is definite nonsense and blowing of 
hot air to suggest that posted letters 
iohould be delivered to th� addressees 
and not to other parties. Let us take 
Pln. O?:le and Goedverw;.t�tin�. The 

The hon. Mr. Austin has opposed this 
principle of mine on several occasions 
in this Council, but I am sure that hia 
letters go to him. Why should persons 
whether resident in town or country 
not have the same fat:ility? Why 
restrict the liberty of some people? I 
have heard Members of Lhe Executive 
Council object in this Council to ordin
ary simple methods being carried out. 
When is a stop going to be put to this 
ki11d of business-letters and other 
things being definitely and deiiberately 
delayed? Don't we want to educate the 
people? Last year I was told by the 
acting Colonial Secretary that at the 
Anna Regina Post only one letter was 
received over a period of vveeks for one 
individual. That is all the more reason 
why the delivery can be done by the 

l'ost Olli-<·e 10 the ,l,(ld1·es:,;ees. I speak 
strongly on this matter. I do hope I 
shall not have the necessity to repeat 
this on another occasion. 

Mr. AUS'T1IN: I heard my name 
mentioned just as I was coming in. 

'rm<1· CHAIHiYIAN: Your 1iame wa.; 
meuti011e(l, but it was <1_uite out of 
order though I clid not draw attention 
10 it at the moment. 

Mr. AUSTIN: This question has 
been raised in this Council for several 
years. It came up when Sir Geoffry 
Northcote was here and he said he had 
lived in a village in Devonshire and had 
to send 9 to 15 miles away to colle,ct 
his letters, and tli.ere was no hardship 
so far as he knew, and also other people 
in the outlying districts h the United 
Kingdom could not get their letters and 
papers once a day. The hon. Member 
said the letters are sent to the Mana
�ers' p.ouses, 'l'p.e Jetters are s1mt 1;o 
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the offices of the Estates, l would not 
1>ay by the wfsh of the peo1Jle who post
ed them, but certainly it is preferable 
that they should be distributed throuih 
the Estate Office rather than delivered 
perso11:1lly n,; there are so 11wn�· Ea,-t 
Indians with the same name that it is 
1,ossible for delivery to be made· to the 
wrong pers•on. If you taka a census of 
the East Indians resident nn sug•ar es
tates you will find that most of them 
prefer their lE:tters to be delivered in 
the way it is being done now than 
otherwise, which may mean they will 
never get them. 

As regards the questioYJ about Ogle 
m'entioned by the hon. Member, the 
individual lives about four miles from 
the Manager's house where: there is a 
little settlement and expects the Post
man to go there from the Post Office at 
Sparendaam or a messenger from the 
estate to go to his house and deliver 
his letters., He sells . milk. That is 
what these individuals living on the 
outlying lands in other places desire, 
j_ust to ascertain and pick up knowledge 
so as to create trouble which will in
fluence the willing people on the estate 
who wish to carry on their ordinary 
work. If the hem. Membe1; would only 
think of what he is saying it would be 
better for him and all concerned. Dur
ing this Session he has been so often 
inaccurate that I cannot really under
stand why he desires to continue with 
his inaccuracies. I am wc,ndering-

Mr. JACOB: To a point of order t Is 
the hon. Nominat�d Membt>r, Mr. Aus
tin, privileged to say that I make in
accurate statements without stating 
the· exact portions of the statements 
which are inaccurate? 

Mr. A UST IN: I say he has made in
accurate statements here and when they 
are denied he just laughs. He does not 
mind. I think that people are begin
ning to see th1;ough it. 

Mr. JACOB: I should like to reply to 
that by sayin� th1:1t the statement J 

made about Goedverwagting is that 
letters addressed· to an individual resi
dent there should be delivered· direct 
from the Post Office to that' individual. 
I made no suggestion that the letter is 
handed to one person for another. That, 
i& what my hon. friend tried to convey 
t0 this Council. I am complaining 
against the method that is going on. My 
suggestion is that the addressee should 
receive his letters direct from the 
Postal agent or letter-carrier or Post
master of the district and not sent 
through one or two or three parties 
before they actually get to the ·addres
see. I think my hon. friend confuses 
the whole issue. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I cannot sit down 
and be a party to this kind of thing 
being propounded, and that is why I

have got up. Is the hon. Member tell
ing this Government that the Pos.t Of
foce must take upon itself to find a let
ter-carrier to serve 600 people living in 
a district with a house to house deliv
ery when in an East Indian commun
ity you 'have twenty of them with the 
same name? . Is it not better for the 
letters to go to the Estate Office where 
the people are known and they can' be 
sent for ? The hon, Member knows 

that. He was an apparently intelligent 
boy in the same village ·with me. He 
knows that we all had to go to the Post 
Office for our letters. A;; time went 
on things improved and we have now .a 
district lette:r;-carrier who goes to the 
differen.t homes, knows the people and 
delive,rs the letters. The hon. Member· 
is now saying that a man living seven 
miles from the public· road must have 
his letters delivered to him by the let
ter ranicr. 'l'he estate gets uo benefit 
from doing what it does. Take Pin. 
Nonpareil. 'l'hey seml a mirn on mu_le 
back to the Post Office at Buxton for the 
letters and he takes them to the Estate 
Office, an(} the people themselves go there 
and call for their letter.s. My hon. 
fr:iend knows that. I cannot under
!,tand his proposition at all. The thing 
ii.! a phrsical jm:pos�il:)ility. W4en. \h� 
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men know a letter is coming from a 
lawyer they hide, and if you don't get 
the Manager to call them for it they 
will not go for it. If at all a man sus
pects receiving such a letter he will 
not go for it. 

Mr. JACKSON: I am going to make 
a very reasonable request for better 
postal facilities -0n the West Coast 
lh•111rr:na. 1 1·:1ise<l thi,-; q11estic-n some 
time ag-0 in this Council and a half. 
hearted attempt was made to ascertain 
the number of persons requiring early 
postage. But that was th� end of it. 
It is impossible to get a ietter posted 
on the West Coast Demerara in the 
rr.orning, delivered in Georgetown be
fore 4 o'clock in rthe afternoon. A Jet
ter coming from New Amsterdam, 
posted there in the morning, will not 
only reach Georgetown on the same day 
but will be delivered on the West Coas.t 
Demel'nrn, 011 the snme clay. I live 
seven miles from GeorgetO'wn and if I 
post a letter in the morning it is not 
taken by that morning trr.in, although 
the train passes early enough to tak� 
it. That letter reaches Georgetown by 
the ll.30 p.m. ferry boat if the train 
cdches that boat, otherwise it never 
gets into Georgetown unt;il about 2.30 
p.m. and not delivered until the next
day. It will e11tnil, perhaps, the ap
poin,tment of an additiona1 man in the
train to receive letters from the Post
Offices in the morning, and I do not
think it is an unreasonable request that

• that man should be appoii1ted so that
letters delivered at the Post Office dur
ing the early m-0rning on the West
Const, Dei11er:wn, c:rn arrive in George
town by that early train to Vreed-en
Hoop.

Seldom do I make any rP.quest in this 
Council and I do not attempt at any 
time to speak for the matter of speak
'ing. I am speaking because I desire 
to have a real grievance removed. I 
think if the question is gone into it will 
be ..seen very clearly that with very lit
tle expense i-t can be righted. The first 

train in the morning com1ects with the 
S.45 boat, and I think it �s reasona:ble
enough to expect ,that letters lodged in
the Post Office during the previou�
evening or early in the morning should
get to Georgetown by that train and
boat. I may mention that when i
brought the ma,tter to the notice of the
Council a year or two ago we were told
that no special notice was given to the
various Post Offices that letters should
be taken to the train. Even the Police
did not know, and when I found that
the Police had received :10 intimation
I spoke to them about it and they took
advantage of the early morning train.
Bu-t that was done only for a month,
and the letters were considered not to
be -sufficient to warrant the employ.
ment -of an officer, so the matter
dropped. I am asking Your Excellency
to go into the matter and arrange, if
possible, that letters pos,ted in the even
ing er the early morning on the West
Coast reach Georgetown early.

Mr. G. F. SHARP (Post.master-Gen
eral) : I thank His Excellency the 
President and the Members of Council 
for admitting me to their debates for 
the first time at the round table. I think 
it is more satisfactory to all of us now · 
that the Colonial Secretary no longer 
stands between me and my critics. 

I wish to deal first of all with the 
remarks of the hon. Member for Berbice 
Rlver (Mr. Eleazar). He seems to be 
the only public man in this c-01mtry who 
"'ants telegraph offices to be open 
after 4 p.m. He is awar2, I am sure, 
that formerly the District Post Office 
staffs were on duty from 6.30 a.m. until 
6 and 7 o'clock at night, and it was the 
former Postmaster-General who made 
the change, not because he wanted to 
rob the hon. Member of an opportunity 
to buy stamps or to send a telegram 
after 4 p.m., but he did it in res.ponsP. 

to a 1111:rnimouia: reqnc,;t from the 
staff. They felt that after a day's 
work starting between 6 ;md 7 in the 
morning, they were entitled to close the 
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oJlices at -1 p.m. As a matter of fact 
they do not get away at 4 o·clo�k be
cause any telegram handed in by 4 
p.m. has to l,c transmitted that same
day. We have very few trunk tele
graph lines, and if one office is on a
line, other offices have to wait. The
consequence is that the Central Tele
graph Office never closes before 4.30
p.m., and sometimes even at 5.15 p.m.
and later. So actually the men at dis
trict offices are kept on duty until 4.30

J).)11, or 5 o'clock. B,·cn if we cli(l pa�•
for overtime, the men hav.:! done a good
d&.y's work by 5 o'clock, and I should
strongly resist any extension of hours
in. the absence of a strong and justifi
able public demand, of the existence of
whi�h I am not at all convinced.

The hon. Member for North-Western 
District (M:i-. Jacou) has wi-itten not 
cnly to me but to the Colonial Secre
tary and the Governor on the subject 
of postal deliveries on sngar estates, 
•but if he would permit me to say so
with the utmost friendEness, he seems
impervious to argument and to facts.
When I first came to British Guiana
in 1939 I started off by being entirely
in agreement with the hon. Member
that in theory at least it would
be an excellent thing to deliver a
letter, in accordance with postal prac
tice, at the house or into the hand of 
the person to whom it was addressed,
but I had not been very long in the
Colony before I found that this was
absolutely impracticable. I.t is not
only a question of money, although I
am satisfied we would have to doubl�
the number of rural letter-carriers.
There are already very few opportuni
ties for promotion for letter-carriers,
so that the avenues fo;_· promotion
would be proportionately !ess and less.
The practical difficulty is that the East
forlian has a nomenclature entirely of
his own. For example, if a boy is born
on a Monday he is given a particular
kind of 11ame, and many have several
name!!.

We had an cpportunity of testing 
out the hon. Member's theory at 
Pin. Diamond, East Bank, Demerara. 
Having been warned by my experts,. I 
selected and transferred :i most able 
East Indian letter-carrier to Grove Post 
Office and told him he had a chance to 
show what he could do. He tried it for 
three weeks and threw up his hands in 
despair. I had to put a special notice 
in thP- Gazette explaining how letters 
to the three residential a.reas at Pin. 
Diamond should be addre�sed but the 

nin1 l lctter-c:a n-ier ha ,·c :i d iffic:u It 
job trying to find the actual addresses. 
I am told that on most :if the sugar 
estates the houses are not numbered, 
and that the ranges are not named or 
lettered; but they are at Diamond which 
makes the task of delivery easier. On 
other sugar estates it is absolutely im
possible for the letter-carrier to be sure 
that he has. delivered a letter to the 
person for whom it was intended. Last 
year I received 1,154 enquiries about 
missing inland postal orders. I would 
have 11,500 if the hon. Member's sug. 
gestion were adopted. I am convinced 
that if the bulk of the addressees were 
not satisfied with the present system, 
I should have heard from them. I have 
only heard from the hon. Member and 
one or two secretaries of organizations, 
and I am not aware that chere are any 
suga1· ei':ifates in the North-'IVest Di�
trict. . Therefore I am absolutely 
against any immediate general- exten
sion of the present system: but if there 
i� any particular estate where (as in 
the case of the one near Kitty), the 
houses are numbered and tlrn street:, 
named, the letters could then be given 
to the rural letter-carrier fc,r delivery; 
but do not let us agree to �ome general 
principle which is not immediately 
practicable. 

As regards posting box facilities, 
whenever I have received, during my 

four years in the Colon�,. m1y request 
for posting box facilities, I send it to 
the District Postmaster concerned and 
get the full facts of the case-how 
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many people are affected and whether 
there is a licensed stamp vendor near
by. If it is justified I ask Government 
for a few more dollars, and one of my 
officers makes a posting box which costs 
me $10. If the hon. Member or any 
other hon. M,emlber has a case and can 
show that his own constituency is be
ing neglected in the matter of posting 
boxes, I would be delighted to hear 
about it, and if practicable I would take 
appropriate action. I resent any sug
gestion that the bulk of foe people in 
this country are ill-served by the Postal 
Department. I think they are getting 
a very excellent service for the price 
they pay. 

As regards an early mor!1ing mail on 
the West Coast Demerara railway, the 
hon. i\fr. .Ja<"kson visited me in my 
oJli<.:e and convineecl me with his a1·g11-

ments or his charm, and I fell for his 
i-roposals against the advice· of my local 
offi.c,ers. I regret to have to admit that 
I was wrong, and my experts were 
right. The number of letters involved 
was very small and the early morning 
mail from W.C. Demerara offices served 
very little purpose, for the reason 
that the City letter-carriers go out a.t 
7.30 in the morning and the West Coast 
train do'es not reach Vreed-en-Hoop 
until 9.15 a.m. so that in any case those 
letters ar·e not delivered until 3 or 4 
o'clock in the afternoon. We deliber

ately keep the postmen back until 3.15 
p.m. so that even if the aftemoon
train does not come in promptly at
2 o'clock, those letters are still deliv
ered the same afternoon. Except for
Georgetown residents, who rent private
Jetter boxes, a morning r.ervice from
W.C. Demerara offices would not
serve much useful purpose. Again,
ii:- would cost a lot of money,
because the Transport DeJ)artment will
not agree to accept the custody
of and res,ponsibility for mails:
therefore I would have to put my own
Postal Clerk on board the tra.in and
arrange for his sleeping accommodation

at Parika. My Department wants 
more money very badly, but I feel I can 
spend it inuch better than m the direc
tion in which the' hon. Member sug. 
gests. If at any time the postal deliv
eries in Georgetown are increased from 
two to three a day, the hon. Member 
would have a very strong c;ase for mail 
arriving by the early morning train 
being delivered in Georget-0wn early the 
same day. 

The hon. Member for North-Western 
District dealt with the case of postal 
delivuies at Bush Lot, Anna Regina, 
which is for him a particularly bad 
1.:a;;e. On f?Jl(p1iry, 1 fouud that at Bush 
Lot there are no shops and no school, 
and the people have to go to Anna 
Regina to shop and to attend school. 
They call at the Post Office, Anna 
Regina, for their letters. Actually; the 
responsible people at Bush Lot are quite 
happy with the present state of af
fairs, and I think the hon. Member is 
asking for something for which they 
have never asked. 

Mr. JACOB: I would like to have 
an explanation. I have an idea that 
East Indians with all those names live 
in the villages too, and I wonder how 
letters are delivered to them. For in
stance there is a larg.e Indian popula
tion at Triumph, Buxton, and Bet
erverwagting. I should like to know 
if letters for those villages are not de
liYered direct to the addre:,sees. If the 
idea is that it h; impossible, of course 
it will remain impossible in the present 

· circumstances. I am told that no re-•
quest has been made to the Postmaster
General. I think I understood the· Post
master-General to say that. If he·
wants requests he will certainly get
those requests. I am sure about that.
I understood him to say, too, that for
three weeks an _experiment was tried at
Diamond but the whole 1:;cheme col
lapsed. I would like to know if the.
people at Diamond-there are between
5,000 and 6,000 East Indians there-
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were told about the change. Apart from 
seeing something in one of the news
papers I knew nothing a,bout it. 

It is most difficult to get unlettered 
people to 11unen,t,111cl anything withi11 
three weeks, so that if the scheme has 
collapsed and will not be pursued I must 
place tlie responsibility somewhere. I 
feel that a different approach must be 
made to these matters. It is definitely 
unfair to say that because the scheme 
will not work in a certain piace it must 
not be tried out elsewhei·e. What I 
have suggested is workin�- well in the 
Yillages. Why can't it work well on 
sugar plantations ? If a census were 
taken it would be seen that there ai·e 
more East Indians in cerLain villages 
than on certain plantations on the East 
Coast of Demerara. There ;s a definite 
disinc'lination to facilitatfi education 
amongst those people. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I do !1-0t think it 
should puzzle my friend to know why a 
system can be applied at Buxton but. 
cannot be applie�l at Fellowship. The 
s1mple reason is that the letter-carrier 
is there and he knows the people, but 
if he has to go to Nonpareil to find 20 
Baboolalls, where is he· gqing to find 
them? He doe.� not . know them. If 
they choose to live in the bush they 
must take what they can get th�re. 

With .regard to the repn•sentation of 
the Post Office Workers' Union that 
their hours of work are too long and 
that the whole communitv should suf
fer because of that, I submit that is no 
argument at all; it is mere rhetoric. I 
must c•ompliment the Po;,tmastei·.Gen. 
era! on his rhetorical po-wers but his 
arguments are not convinr:ing. My con
tention is that if the reason assigned is 
that the Post Office workers complain 
that their hours of work are t_oo long 
then other arrangements should be 
made to relieve them instead of penaliz
ing the public. 

Mr. SHARP: I may explain that 
before the repres-entations of the staff 
were submitted to Government a cens-us 
was taken of the telegraph traffic, and 
it was found that there was very little 
use of the te.Jegraph service after 4 
:i'ciock that could not be covered by 

u�e of tlte trunk telephone lines. I
would not cut New Amsterdam off fr0m
Georgetown at 4 p.m., but we have a
telephone service. I do not think in
actual practice there is any" real wide
demand for telegraphic sei·vice after 4
p.m.

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: Having
heard the explanation given by the 
Postmaster-General that there is no 
demand for telegraphic service after 1 
p.m. I think I am in a position to
challenge that statement iX) · far as the
Post Office on the West Coast o;f Ber
bice is concerned. I have :iften got the
Postmaster on the telepho.:-:e long after
1 o'clock and found him sii!l operating
the telegraph line every day of -t;he
week. I would ask the Postmaster-Gen
eral to enquire whether that is not so.

Mr. SHARP: That is correct. 

lYlr. PEER BACCHUS: The Post
master-Genera! has made out the im
practicability of delivering ietters to the 
r.tldressees on the sugar estates because
there happen to be so many names alik�.
May I enquire "vhat i-s the ·method
adopted by the sugar estates to deliver
those letters ? Can't the same method
be adopted by the Post Office ? If that
is impossible the sugar e5tate messen
ger could deliver the lett!lrs. I think
that is the weakest argument which has
ever been put up by the Head of a De
partment for not carrying out a duty
1.hat should be done by his Department.

POST OFFICE-SA VINOS BANK. 

Mr. J ACO-B: May I enqui're how the 
Savings Bank acknowledgments are de
livered to depositors, and what happens 
when they are unclaimed? 
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Mr. SHARP: We do .1;)t send ac
knowledgments for deposits under $50, 
because_ the perspn who deposits money 
already has an acknowledgment in hi;; 
pass-book. , For deposits . a!Jove $50 we 
do send acknowledgments to the de. 
positors. 

Mr. JACOB: I wonder if the Post
master-General will tell the Council how 
many East Indian depositors there are 
in the Savings Bank; whether there are 
any dillicull.ie::; iu 1·ecclving deposits from 
them, and if so, what are those diffi. 
cul ties? 

Mr. SHARP: There is not so much 
dliliculty iu receiving rnouey from Bast 
Indians, although we have had to ap. 
point two interpreters at the G.P.0. to 
assist illiterates and semi-literates, but 
there is very consid�rable diffi
culty in paying money to East In
dian depositors and making sure it is 
the right person who is applying ior 
and receiving the money. Fortunately 
we have thumb print impressions which 
I wish were universal. There seems 
to be a feeling that there is some loss 
of social status when you identify your
self by means of a thumb print, and I 
was happy to i:;ee \hat in America il is 
perfectly legal and accepta,ble for 
military draft purposes, because it does 
stop a lot of argument, inconvenience 
and delay in paying money. The ordin
ary countei:: clerk can easily veri.fy 
_whether the thumb prints correspond. 

Mr. JACOB: Will the Postmaster. 
General tell us what percentage of the 
depositors are unable to write their 
names, and what percentage have to 
make their thumb prints? 

Mr. De AGUIAR: May I ask if the 
Council has rooched the stage when 
questions can be asked in the manner 
bdng pursued by the hou. Member? I 
think it is teally getting beyond :l 

joke. I am sorry I have had to use 

that term, but I have been sitting here 
\.\-aiting patiently for a long time and 
the hon. Member persists in r1smg 
C:.very minute :1nd asking questions in 
the form he has put them. The hon. 
Member must know that questions of 
the nature he is putting to the Post
master.General should be put in anothe;: 
way, and I am going to �sk Your Ex
cellency to put the question. I move 
that the question be now .put. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I therefore put 
HEAD XXXII. 

Agreed ·to. 

PRISONS. 

Item 1 ( d)-Chief Prison Officer, 
New Amsterdam, ($936 to $1,176 by 
$48), $1,176. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am not asking for 
the deletion of this item, and I am not 
asking for an increase, but I wish to 
bring to the notice of Your Excellency 
and the Council a few facts which may 
influence Government to do what I pro
pose to ask. Your Excellency must 
have observed in New Amsterdam dur
ing the Grow-More-Food Campaign 
that at the Prison Farm there are 
about 26 acres under cultivation. 'Dhe 
Chief Prison Officer is not an agricul
turist but simply a Prison Warder 
who, athough not drawing his maxi
mum s·alary, has been doing exceedingly 
good work. Where he has failed I am 
inclined to think he has been wrongly 
advised by some,body. He has main
tained the farm in an excellent manner, 
and prison la:bour is not willing labour. 
A man who can get so much out of 
prison labour is certainly above the 
average. I understand that Govern
ment proposes to establish a piggery 
and I am asking Governmcnt to see its 
way to give this officer dome recogni
tion by giving him his maximum salary 
at once. The Chief Prison Officer in 
Georgetown is getting the same salary 
but he is only a clerk and he has the Su-
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perintendent and Assistant Superintend
ent of Prisons above him. T'he office1-
ia New Amsterdam carries the whole 
responsibility of the l-'riso11, awl in 
a.ddition is agricultural instructor, ad
visei; and superinte

0

ndent, and is now to
be a veterinary surgeon.

In connection with the New Amster
dam Prison I have discov�rei:l th-at the 
c,fficer next to the Chief Prison Officer, 
who is also in the Farm, h:ippens to b� 
the :,;euio1· of tlte :!11d-cla:s:s \Varden,. 
When it was proposed to appoint a lst
cl .. ss Warder he was overlooked and a 
man very much his junior was appoint
C;d above him. That is an anomaly and 
I am asking Your ExceUency to enquire 
into it. 

Mr. WOOD: The hon. Member mada 
a slight inaccuracy when he said that 
the Georgetown Prison had a Superin
tendent and an Assistallt �uperintcrnl
ent. The Assistant Superintendent is in 
charge of the Prison at Mazaruni and 
is not stationed in Georgetown at 
present. 

THE COL. SECRETARY: I should 
like to answer a question raised by the 
hon. Member fof Essequebo River (Mr. 
LEe) in Finance Committee with re
gard to passes for prisoners on dis -
charge. I have made enquiries and the 
Superintendent of Prisons informs me 
that every prisoner gets a ticket to 
travel by train, steamer or by bus on 
discharge from the Pris·on, which takes 
him as near as possible to his home,; 
certainly to the district in which lie 
lives. 

Mr. JACOB: I think the hon. Mem
ber referred to certain prisoners only. 
Do I understand the Col. Secretary to 
say that all pr.isoners are given passes? 

THE COL. SECRETARY : That is 
what I am informed by the Superin
tendent, 

PUBLIC DEBT. 

Mr. JACOB: I would like to say that 
I am very jealous of my privileges here. 
This morning Your Excellency was at 
pains to refer to your method of pro
cedure. I, too, would like to be very 
exact here in what I do and to be 
strictly correct. While the Savings 
Bank estimates were being. gone into I 
got up and raised two points. One 
hon. Memi:)er got up and said that I 
was abusing my position here, and ask
ed that the question be put. Your 
Excellency ruled and put the question. 
I would refer Your Excellency to one or 
two items under Miscellaneous on which 
Me�bers spoke on several occasions. 
Under the head Your Excellency ruled 
just now I only spoke on two occasions 
and I think in Committee a Member is 
permitted to speak on probably four 
occasions. I would like Your Excel
lency to please note that, sir. 

Under this head on November 5, 
Hl35, at page 72 of Hansard, I 'asked 
this .question:-

"Does Government inlend to approach 
the Secretary of State• for the Colonies 
w,ith a, -v,i!ew to conv,erti:ng all Loans bear
ing intere-st above 3 per cent. pe.r annum 
with tjh,e obje,ct oc reducing the, interest 
paid to a figure not exceeding 3 per cent. 
especially as the two Ban.ks operating 
her-e (the Royal ,Bank of Oaarad1a and 
Bair"clays !Bank (D. G. & 0.) ,ha,ve reduced. 
their savin.gs •ba•nk i,n�erest to 1"½ per 
cen.t. ?" 

'l'he l'eply was given on the 20th Nov., 
1935, at page 420 of Hansard, that 

''<Government has no ,such -int-ention at 
the pr�sent time." 

I refer to 1Jhat because my unfortunate 
experience has been in most cases that 
whenever I raise a question I am told 
that the answer is in the negative, but 
a little later something is done. I do not 
know whether the idea is to discourage 
Members from rais-ing issuc·s or from 
pointing out things that may be wrong, 
but I am glad to see that the system has 
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been continued, and the Treasurer has 
said that immediately he a::;:mmed oflkc 
cne of his first jobs was to sr:e that loans 
whic•h were redeemable were redeemed 
promptly, with the result that this year 

' we have a decrease of $90,768 in inter
est being paid undei- this head. Thern 
is a surplus balance in the Colony and I 
think a suggestion has been made that 
we should invest that money. I know it 
has not been definitely decided, but I 
want to suggest that any loan which 
can be redeemed should be 1·edeemed, 
and no money should be put on the re
serve fund at the moment. It would be 
far better to pay off our debts than to 
invest money. I do not th�nk it is the 
best principle for a debtor to invest 
money while lie owes debt. 

I am not going to refer to the in
terest which is unnecessarily paid . to 
the Banks, but I hope that ·when my 
11ue::;:tiom; a.re miswered G-cTernme11l 
will immediately decide not to borrow 
money when there is a ·surplus. The 
Public Debt charges of the Colony have 
been responsibe in a large measure for 

· the chaotic state of its finances up to
.a few years ago. !This year we have
to pay :j:11,026,411 in interest and sink
ing fund, yet we are continuing to
borrow money. When practical sug
gestions are made they are either re
jected or those Members making them
are definitely discouraged. I feel
that I am definitely discouraged in
pursuing my policy here in bringing
matters of great importance to the
notice of Government. I may be wrong
but that is how I feel.

Mr. McDA VID: I have only one re
mark to make. I did not say that 
�ince I became Colonial 'Treasurer I 
started putting into effect the conver
sion of public loans. Conversion of 
loans, as Members should know, had 
been going on for many. years before 
I became Colonial Treasurer. What I 
said was tJhat that was one of the first 
duties I had taken under my purview. 
It was going on in the time when my 
late chief was Colonia.l Treasurer. 

Obviously, any Colonial Treasurer 
would not be worth his salt if he did 
!,oi watch for any opportunity to con
vert loans to a lower rate of interest. 

When the hon. Member makes the 
vague :mggestioJt that we shoul<l use 
our surplus• funds to pay off debts he 
only indicates that he has not the 
slightest knowledge of what he is talk
ing about. He should know that pub.. 
lie loam; are lJon-owecl 011 specific 
terms. You cannot pay off a loan at 
your sweet will, but in accordance 
with the terms under which you bor
rowed it. For example, the loan of 
which we have j111st completed! con
version was borrowed in 1922, and the 
first redempti'on date was 20 years 
after, in 1942, and until that date 
arrived any ordinary public man 
must know that we could not pay off 
that loan. What I was trying to indi
cate was that every single opportunity 
has been taken to do that. To sug
gest now that we should set about using 
our surpus funds to pay off public 
loam; is nothing I ::;Jwuld take any 
11otic·e of at all. 

The hon. Member has asked a speci
fic question with regard to the filnanc
ing of the Rice Marketing Board, and 
the reply will be given in writing. 

Mr. ,JACOB: I realize that I know 
very little a,bout this matter,. but I do 
know t_hat Government has the right 
ur,der Ordinances passed in this Coun
cil to call in a loan at any time, but 
Government may not exercise that 
right. My point is that whenever 
Government has that right it should 
exercise it. 

Mr. McDAVID: For the last 15 
years the policy of ·the Colonial Treas
m:H has been to exercise bhat right 
when it can be exercised. Memibers 
who have followed the finances of the 
Colony would· recollect that we have
borrowed money at 6 per cent. and we 
have graduall!y effected conversion of 
those loa.ns t� 5, 4 and 3 per cent. We 

� 
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borrowed this money at 5½ per cent. 
and we have now reduced it to 5-¼ per 
cent. As soon as we have legal right 
to effect conversion of lom�s we do so. 

Mr. De AGUIAR: The Treasurer is 
quite correct, sir. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Isn't this Depart
ment living up to its reputation as the 
"Public Waste Department?" 

'l'irn OHAlHlVIA..,: You have beaten 
the pistol again. 

Mr. McDA VID: The Director of 
Public Works is here, sir. 

'l' 1m CHAJ IL\l.A K: With the lea ,·e of 
the Council I think we might now 
proceed with the estimates of the 
Public Works Departmem. 

Mr. McDA VID: In the estimates 
L>cfoi-e the Uoundl full effect has uecn 
given to the report of the Executive 
Council Committee which examined 
very thoroughly the staffing of the 
Public Works Department. There is a 
small addition of $30 recammended by 
the Finance Committee. All the de
tails were very carefully gone into in 
Ftinan.ce !Gomm:irttee. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I cannot ur;der
stand this Finance Committee which 
has been inaugurated. I hear that 
everything was discussed in Finance 
Committee. There is a st.ar chamber 
discussion and we come here and say 
that we must not say anything about 
it. 

'I'm: CHAI11.MAX: I have llCver 
nuule . any such suggestion. I am de
lighted to hear tlie hon. Member in 
Finance Committee, or in this Council. 

l\fr. ELEAZAR: I am not blaming 
you at all, sir. 

'1'1rn CHAIRMAN: We went out of 
cur way to give Unofficial Members of 

the Council every assistance by plac
ing- every liittle detail in front of them 
in Finance Committee, and if the 
Member does not care to take advan
tage of it then that is his loss, possi
bly also oul's, but we are delighted 
to hear him in full Council. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am not blaming 
you, sir, because I did not go. I sim
ply would not attend. Members h-avt, 
been complaining here for years that 
this is a "Public Waste Depa'l·tment," 
and they are going to improve it by 
putting ten additional officers on the 
staff. We began by appointing a De
puty Director and an Executive En
gineer. In the first instance we had 
one Director of Pubic Works. Now we 
have two and · a Deputy. The result 
is tha,t everything has gone very much 
worse. Are these additional men go .. 
ing to improve the· posi ti,,n? I hardly 
think so, but by their fruits we shall 
know them. Would Your. Excellency 
believe that the Drainage Board which 
is being carried on under this _De
partment is responsible for all the 
flooding? The members of the Board 
should have anticipated long ago that 
it would occur, because the ordinary 
villagers· have· been complaining for 
some months. A man told me that on 
the first downpour of rain the village 
would be flooded, and I 1.Jrought it to 
the notice of Mr. Laing. That man 
was able to prove to me that the work 
had been neglected. No provision 
was made to take off the storm water 
which was e;xpected. 

I know that Your Excellency is very 
kec11, and that you have put a lot of 
personal energy into the G:row--More
Food Campaign, but I told you that 
things were not running quite accord
ing to plan because of the aniticipated 
flood,-, wltid1 we knew we always get, 
and that nothing was •being done in 
order that when the rain came we would 
get rid of the -storm water. I saw 
nothing was being done and I men. 
tioned it. Here we have a Department 
teeming with engineers, and we · are 
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adding more. Are they go[ng to drink 
up the water? Has Government found 
that this Department has been so un
dermanned that we want ten additional 
officers? The people know that every 
year some part of the Colony is under 
water, and once in every seven years 
Wl:l have a heavy drought. I think it 
was in 1U04 wheu one downpou1· of rain 
flooded the whole Colony, bqt the water 
was quickly taken off because provision 
had been made against •a possible down
pour. !'{ow we are going to be told 
that th� rain fell when nobody expect
ed it. 

Govenuuent has uot suggested a single 
engiueel'ing sd.1.eme for next year 
or for years to come. yet Government 
'wants about six or · eight additional 
engineers. To do what-dig trenches? 
Tlhis country does not w:!nt engineers 
to dig trenches. I have :;;aid it before 
and I am saying it again. The East 
Indian and African men can dig 
trenches hetlet· tlwn a11y e11gineer we 
hq.ve had here. We had a Dutchman, I 
do not know if you call him an engineer, 
who did most of the trench work. Your 
Excellency, there is a rec11ri-i11g dl"ift of 
mud on this foreshore. Tl1at has been 
from time immemorial. During the 
drought it comes along. When the 
rain is e�ected the Village Authorities, 
who know their business and who know 
how to p1·epal'e for emei:gm1cies, make 
arrangements to keep their channels 
c-pen and their internal drainage in or
der, so that when the rair. comes even
suddenly the tn,nches are already dug

, c>.nd they only have to clea·, the channel 
with the result that in a day or two 
the place is free from water. What is 
happening in the villages today? Neg
lect, nothing short of neg:ect. A man 
spoke to me a week ago and I told the 
hon. Mr. Laing what transpired. I 
went to him because I knew J1e ltad tv 
do with Local Gove1·nment. I told him 
what could be clone at a certain place 
because I knew he had to do wi,th it 
personally. He told me that so and so 
},ad not been done, and when I asked 
him why he said they had no funds 

and they could not do it because the 
Drainage Board had talrnn it away 
from them. That Drainage Hoard i.; 
being run by the Public Works Depart
ment, and to crown it all they are going 
to say "We did not have engineers this 
year and last year, that is why the 
work was not done," as if the engineers 
were going to do the work themselves. 
'l'hey will not take the :::dvice of the 
people 011 the spot-the people who know 
what is to be done. I am not an en
gineer, only a pettifogging solicitor, 
and that is why I know beforehand you 
must get the water off th� land before 
the rains come. Pigs and fowls are 
dying and the men will not get the 
water off. That is what their engineer
ing skill teaches them. 

I feel strongly and speak strongly, 
and I can �ssu1·e Your Excellency that 
our people are not slow to appreciate 
the good offices of those who have done 
them a good turn. 'l'hey are 11ot slow 
to appreciate all Your Excellency has 
done, but they certainly cannot excuse 
Your Excellency's ad·visers who have 
IJC'cu here long IJefore you, have 
�ee11 this recuni11g rletimal year after 
year and have taken awa,y the privilege 
of looking after it from those who have 
been doing it in order to do it bettet 
b11 t ha Ye hopelessly failed. Yom· Ex
cdlency may not be aware of the fact 
that previous to the Local Government 
Board coming into existence there was 
a Central Board of Health and the run. 
ning of the villages was g1ven over to 
the people. Then they took it away and 
made the villages quagmit-es. The vil
l11gcs could 11ot lrn ,·c. Leen worse 
,utd •then tthey made Village 
Coum:ils aml gave llte whole thhll? 
baak lo t�te people. Now that 
Governmei1t has got· fumls to help 
them-Welfare money-you are going 
to bring a drove of engineers to dig 
tl'enches. Hnt ueforn ihat cm1 lie cl0.11e. 

· you have got the whole place under
waler fl llfl ;1 two )'ears' famine threat
ening you now. This cou:itry should
not have any famine at all because it is
11ot a thiug which collies suddenly,
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but a thi11g wliich ca11 be avoided. 
Who can blame anybody for something 
that cannot •be avoided? Previous to 
the rainfall there was mucn talk about 
getting the land in order, and certainly 
if the people had been looking after 
their business instead of standing by 
:rnd twirl<lli ug their tlnunbs, there would 
not have been this calamity. Take Vic
toria Village, for years ancl years that 
did not need any drainage by machin� 
ery, It had natural drainage all the 
time. Since this Department took over 
the drainage they have put a pump. The 
people said to them at th.? time: "You 
nre putting a pump hei·e bnt it cannot 
do the work as the area 'is too large." 
But the Department repied: "Oh, if the 
pump cannot do it we will put another." 
The other one has not been put up to 
this day, and the people's lot is worse 
than before and now it is the worst of 
all. The pump was too small for the 
area. The putting down . of that pump 
has made things worse and even with 
the pump lack of preparation has caus
ed this calamity. 

My contention is that this Depart
ment is very much to blame aml these 
additional men are not going to make 
the position better. They cannot pre
vent the rain from falling. They can. 
not determine the quantity of rainfall. 
'l'hey cannot take off the water. But 
they ·could have dug the trenches and 
looked after the internal drainage. They 
could have looked afte1· the koker r-uns. 
Why were not the sugar estates flooded 
t0 the same extent as the villages? If 
one Manager had allowed this thing to 

· be:fall hi-m he would not he there as
1\la1rnge1· n-ftP.r·w::n·rls. A nrnn, fo1· hifi
own decency and self-respect, will not
make that happen. He knows to make
preparation beforehand. But instead
of that we are only adding engineers.
You have a Draughtsman but you want
a First Assistant and a Second Assist
ant, the two at once. Perhaps, yoµ
would say the Draugihtsman is a little
overburdened with wol'k a!'ld therefore
you must put another one. I would be
satisfied with that, but not to put two.
But that is how Government does

things, duplicating and sometimes tri
p,licating. G,overument goes into the. 
Finance Committee and says "We want 
riraughtsmen ano that is why we have 
rut down so much money on the Esti
mates," and it is done. What are the 
Elected Members of this Council to do 
in such circumstances? If I was pres
ent in the Finance Committee I would 
lrnve �aid wlwt I nm saying now, but 
that would not have prevented it from 
passing. To givE: a reason why you put 
figures on an estimate does not affect 
the question at all. It is not the busi
ness of hon. Members of this Council 
t0 go over a place and tell the Director 
rnd his Assistants what to do, but occa
sionally one may do that. However, 
when you tell the Director so and so 
$hould be done and I see so and so is 
being neglected and so and so may be 
the result, he says "I am not looking 
after that work, it is Mr. So and So." 
You do not know how to find Mir. So 
and So. Is that the way Government 
business is to be carried on? He wants 
an Assist:int to clo 11othiug, tlten a 
Secoucl ARsist:rnt aml :i Third Assist
ant, all at the expense of the poor 
taxpayer. 

This Department was once given the 
:ippellation of the ·'Public vVnf.:te De
partment" by a person who observed 
what it was doing long before my time, 
and I can endorse it with all the energy 
I have. You are getting all these new 
Officials here, but what special work is 
there to be done? I see "Calamity" 
wri.tten over the door-pof.:t of the EaRt 
Coast Villa,ges. I do not know what is 
ta prevent it now. What is the good of 
going to see the place when it is flood
ed? I have passed and seen it my-self. 
I claim to know all about the Drainage 
of the East Coast. I have seen villages 
three or four feet under water over 
and over. I have had the experience 
nf h('i11,2" in tl,e wnter mvRelf trying to 
check it. There can be a thousand 
engineers but they cannot p.revent the 
water from rottening all the tannias 
and cassava, or 1Jhe plantain trees from 
falling down, Your Excellency, I have 

I 

·1
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s;id all this because every reasonable 
man under the sun knows tliat if· a 
sudden downp011r of rain comes and the 
r-1ace is flooded no one is to blame, You 
call it "An Act of God." When it is 
Eomething that we foresee and some. 
thing that can be foreseen and ought to 
be attended to and is not done, you say 
it is neglect. Neglect will ruin an)'
thing. That is what has ruined the 
ptople's farms on the Ea:;;t Coast, and 
this Department is to blame. I know 
that if I speak from now to doomsday 
Government is going to have all these 
2.dditional men. I begin to feel asham
ed of myself having alwi,.ys to say "I 
told you so." I am hoping to be here 
nlHl that Your Excellency will nlso be 
he1-e 1011g e11011gh for me to say to YOU 
"I told you so.'' 

Mr. De AGUIAR: I am in perfec;; 
agreement with the hon. Memiber for 
Berbice River when he referred to the 
Department as the �ublic Waste De
partment, but I do nc agree with the 
reasons he has a,dva -:ed in .arriving at' 
that conclusion. I would suggest or 
rather I would invite hon. Members' 
attention to paragraph 7 of the report 
cf the Committee which sat for the 
purpose of examining and reporting on 
the re-organisation of this Department, 
nnd with your permis,;ion, sir, as it 
,leals with what I am about to imv, J 
would like to read it for the benefit of 
the Members of Council who may not 
have a copy at their disposal at the 
moment. Paragraph 7 says: 

"The Commit tN• rlP!<ir<'i:; to emphnsizc 
that, in their opinio.n., th·e- staff of the 
Public Works, Depantment ha� at no time 
within the last ten yea,rs been acleqnate 
to perform its functions. It is clear to 
the Committee that N1e �par,tment has 
snffer'.ed from detective organization and 
lack of the necessary staff to carry ou� 

the proper degree of snpen·ision. I em
plrn si7.e particularly the worcl 'supervi
sion '. 

T,hen it goes, on: 
"It is also oln-ious to the Committee 

that in order to me-et its enJarged re
sp.onsibilities tb-e technical · staff of the 
Depar,tme11t must be remodelled and 
augmented," 

As one who has been 3 very severe 
critic of this Department ever since I 
became a i\Jembcr of tl1is Counril, my 
complaint has aways bei,n the lack of 
superv1s1on and, I thinK, that since 
Your Excellency has been with us here 
you have had occasion to listen to sev
eral complaints from me on that score. 
It is in this .respe_<;t that I entirely ag,ree 
with the hon. Member that this De
partment may be ·stylecl tlae "I'uulic 
"·aste Departme11t." Obviously, if 
there is this lack of supervish'm
with which I entirely agree-then there 
must be waste and nothing else. I am 
tnclined to feel that criticism at this 
stage is somewhat premature. I would 
prefer to let the Department have the 
staff it requires-I have said so in 
another place-because I am exceeding. 
iy anxious to seP. that every penny of 
pu,blic money that is voted by this 
Council for this Departmwt, and for 
anv other Department for that mattel·. 
i:; properly spent. You cannot do that 
unless you have the organization to do 
it and, I may say, I know what I am 
talking about. Owing to the lack of 
supervision this Department has suf
ferd considerably. · I have time and 
time agn in critici7,e(l the amount that 
is speJtt 011 a particular contract with 
respect to the section of a particular 
lrnilrling. 'l'he hon. l\Iember for Cen
tral Georgetown {Mr. Percy C. Wight 
once drew the attenti0n of the 
Council to the cost of a particu
lar building erected by the De
partment in the City, and the hon. 
Member was justified in his criticism. 
The whole thing was purely due to' 
shortage of staff as proper supervision 
ce,uld not be given. It must be remem
bered that these posts are not yet in 
being. They are suggested to com. 
mence next year. As I had said at the 
1Jcgim1i11g·, I am going to 1·eserve to 
myself the right of criticizing or pos
sibly speaking in the same trend as the 
J-,on. Member for Berbice River (Mr. 
Eleazar) if I find the present state of 
affairs is allowed to continue. But I 
!.ta Ye every hope I. wm be spar�d tµe 

it: 
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e1fort of criticizing that Department 
with the staff that is now being made 
available �o it. I quite agree that 
there has been a fairly large increase 
in the Estimates as the re:sult of the 
ntlclitio1is to the staff, lmt in 111y Yiew it 
is likely to Iie a very profitable invest
ment in the long run. That is how I

look at it. I �hink I have already 
m;erl the phn,se in fhix Uouncil "f ex
pect i.t to pay handsome dividends", 
a.ud I l1axe evei·y hope tlla t will I.Jc so.

I am not going to make any ref
erence to the flood conditions that are 
existiug at the }Jl'esent time !Jccaus� I 
shall leave that to tlLOl:ie who :ue more 
competent to express an opinion 011 the 
subject. I do agree, however, that in 
this country we suffer year in and year 
out from flood water. Some of it may 
be due to natural conditions. The land 
on our seacoast is low. Whereas the 
land in the Interior is high. It is not 
that we get a great deal of storm water 
flooding the land but it is because the 
land is low. Jt i1-, rather unfoi-tnnate 
that most, if uqt all, of Qflll' crops or cul
tiYa tion is sittrn terl on · the coast :md, 
thel'efore, must be damaged. I leave it 
to the experts to see wlrnt tller cnn do in 
order to remedy that state of affairs. It

ls almost an impossible task to take off 
18 inches of water in 24 hours, what
ever the quantity of rainfall has been 
in the last two or three days. I think 
I am right in saying that at the present 
moment they are only abla to take off 
2 or three inches during the same 
period. It stands to reason, therefore, 
that if we have a heavy rainfall as we 
],ave lrncl during tl1c la1-,t few cla.n,, tl1ere 
must necessarily be floods. I leave it 
to the expert..'--those technical officers 
of the Gpvernment-to see what can 
be done to remedy the position and, I 
have every reason to believe, the matter 
is already receiving attention. I do 
urge on my colleagues in this Council 
to afford this Department an opportu: 
nity to justify its .existence, if I may 
use that term. Certainly the Depart
tne11t cou]c;l not within re<;:ent ;ve;trs as 

1 he result of the sl10L"tage of staff, carry 
ou.t the work that was expected of it 
especially now that the works are on 
the increase. As I say, the money 
spent on :supel'visiou is money well 
spent. So far as I am concerned. I 
would say at once that I am prepared 
to support the Estimates of the Depart
'!lent as they stand, reserving the right
of coming here on another occasion and 
ct·iticizi11g it very sevel'ely if I find'. 
that what I expert of these Officers is 
11ot accom1)lishecl. 

Mr. JACOB: I have listened with 
considerable interest to the speeches of 
the hon. Members for Berbice River 
and Central Demerara. In not a few 
worcl;:, the hon. �!ember fo1· Berbice 
River says neglect has caused the re
cent floods, b'ut the hon. M�mber for 
Ce11trnl nemer:11·a SilY8 lack of 8nnervi
sion is the cause and he knows what he 
is talking about. 

Mr. De AGUIAR: I am not fond 
of interrupting any speaker at any 
time, but I never said that lack of sup
ervision was responsible for the floods. 
I do wish the hon. Member would pay 
more attention to the remarks made by 
his colleagues. I never attributed 0 
lack of supervision as responsible fqr

the floods. 

Mr. JACOB: While t.;ie hon. Mem
ber was talking I made a 1;ote of wh·at 
he said. It reads:· "I know what I am 
talking about. I know lack of super
vision is responsi1ble for everything. 
The Department is responsible for.''-

Mr. De AGUIAR: For the pur-
pose of record I wish to i·epeat that I 

· 1tever stated ill this Council-and I am
s1ire ho11. l\Iembers can bear me out...:..
that lad, of snpPrvision was respo11si•
I.Jlc fo1· tile' flo-ocls.

Trrn PRESJDEXT: That is i•ecol'C1ed. 

Mr. JACOB: Nevertheless. I think 
tJ1el'e is soinetlting- cl_eftnitely wroug 
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somewhere. Year after year we are 
told we must put an end to floods, we 
must put an end to drou.rhts, we must 
adopt means to combat those evils, but 
I find as we go along those things repeat 
themselves with regularity year after 
year. I am not going to oppose the pro
vision in these Estimates for additional 
engineers and draughtsmen. I think 
they ought to do well, but what I do 
feel is that something more than that 
i::, required. We want better supervi
sion. Certainly we want better super
vision of the Boards that are looking 
after these various schemes in the Col
ony. I am going to suggest a change 
of the personnel of the Drainage and 
Irrigation Board. I think that Board 
should be composed almost entirely of 
Electe<l Members of this Council. I am 
going to refer to one case, and that is 
the case of Ci-aig Village ad•joiniug Pin. 
Diamond. That village is in the con
stituency of my hon. friend, the Mem
ber for Demerara7Uver (Mr. King). I 
don't think I ha_ve s�en him around this 
table during the whole of this Session. 
I am sorry to say it. When I look 
around and see the number of absentees 
in this Council I wonder if something 
is wrong. I am beseeched· all the time 
by people to do certain things, and I 
do not know why I should, but I find I 
am compelled to do some o.f those 
things. A few of the farmers of Craig 
Villi,1ge saw me on T·uesday morning 
and said the whole cultivation area was 
flooded. The hon. Member for Central 
Demerara never said a wc,rd about tha 
flooding of his constituency, but some
one also came to me and told me about 
it. 

Mr. De AGUIAR: I would ask 
the hon. Member not to interfere with 
constituencies other than his own. I

happen to know more about it than he 
thinks and representation has al-
1·eady been made to Government. I 
pass on the information to the hon. 
Member as he happens to be a voter in 
my constituency. 

Mr. JACOB: I think the hon. 
Member is making a second speech. I

cannot understand his uneasiness. I 
wa1 hoping to hear that certain damage 
that had been dong to something I own 
at Buxton had been repaired, but I have 
not heard of that. I saw the very skil
ful way in which the hon. l\iember for 
CE-ntral Demerara h;1d been trying to 
boost up this Department and, as a voter 
in his Constituency, that is what struck 
me. I wish to goodness ail the voters 
ln that constituency will look at it fo. 
that light. As a voter of Central Dem. 
erara I feel that way. I have taken, 
Your Excellency, a keen interest in iri·i
gation and drainage matters. I am no� 
an expert; I am not an engineer. In 
fact I know very little about it. I am 
sorry the hon. Member, the Consulting 
Engineer to Government, is not in his 
))lace. I think it is necessary that he 
sl10ulcl be here. 

THE CHAIRMANi 1: I suggested 
that we should not deal with the Head 
now, but it seems the general feeling:; 
of Members that we should proceed and 
I followed. I am quite prPpared to de: 
fer consideration at any moment. 

Mr. JACOB: I would just go on 
making my point. I recollect going 
with the Consulting En�er to Craig 
Village over two years ag:,�;md looking 
at the design of the reconditioning 
works there. I must say that the whole 
design was faulty. The work was not 
properly done. I am glad to be able to 
say now that I hold in my hand a letter 
signed by the hon. Colonial Secretary, 
dated 2nd October, admitting it at this 
stage. I am going to read that letter 
so that it remains on record, and I am 
going to read the letter I wrote that 
called forth that reply. My hon. 
friend, the Member for Central Demer
ara, was at pains to say that lack of 
supervision was responsible to some 
extent for the flooded state of the 
Colony at the moment. I am satisfied 
in my own mind that lack of supervi-
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s1on was not responsible .tcr the faulty 
design. There is somethiag definitely 
wrong. 

l would like a survey to be
made immediately these floods are over, 
·to see to what extent Pin. Diamond
which adjoins Craig Village has suf
fered anct to wha;, extent Craig Village
has surrered. That will give us some
thing to .tnmk aoour .. nere we have
the :rarmers of Craig Village continu.
ousiy •anct persistently complaining
dunng the last three years. 1 11avc
gone there maybe a dozen times anc!
nave looked at those things mysel:t'. l
.am not an expert. I know nothing
about a sluice and a four-foot trench.
!1 a sluice is shown to me I would not
think it is a sluice. But fur record pur
poses l would like with Your Excel
lency's permission to read a letter of
the 17th July addressed to the hon.
Colonial Secretary and his reply of the
2nd October, so that there can be some
thing on record for our masters in the
Coionial Office when they lcok through
the debates to see what is wrong with
this Colony. We laymen, we farmers,
go on talking year after year for near
ly a century and still find ourselves in
the same position. The po:;ition is go
ing to get very alarming if the war con
tinues and if the rains continue. 1
foresee that there will be a great short
�ge of food. I do not knew how Gov
ernment looks at it, but it looks very
peculiar and very bad indeed to me. My
letter is very short. It reads:

''T have ,the honour to forward here
with original letter elated July 9. 1942, 
from 88 proprietors and farmers of Crnig 
Vi],]age regarding the drainage of that 
village for ·the information of the 
Governor. 

"For over two years I hav.e endeav
our,ed, at the request · of nearly all the 
prop,rietors �f Craig Village, to point out 

• by letters and speeches in the Legisla
tive C'ouncil that the design of the drain
age scheme at Craig was faulty, but the
'EXPER'-i,s-' or Government continue to
pursue a policy wh-tch appears cle\lr to

me to be against the inte1·est of the 
farmers and proprietors of that village. 

"I regret to state that the conditions 
existing at C'raig Village exist in several 
other parts in this Colony within my 
personal knowledge and I wond·er when 
the 'EX�EIRTS' of the Government will 
begin to remedy them. 

"I am, however, requested to enclose 
herewith a copy of proceedings of a 
public meeting held at Agricola Village 
on July 10, 1942, foJ· the information and 
attention of Governme•llJt." 

'.!,he Colonial Secretary's reply, 33/15/2 
is as follows:-

•'Re-ferring to previous wnespondence. 
ending with my letter of even numbe1· 
dated 28th July, 194.2, regarding the 
dr.ainage of Craig Village, I am directed 
to .say that the Oen,tt'al Drainage and , 
�!:J'igation Board appointe·d a Committe·e 
to investigate this matter. The Com
mittee met represen,tatives of residents 
and farmers. of the- district at the Village 
Council's office on the 10th instant and 
heard their sugge•s,tions for improving 
the dr,ainage of the a•rea. 

"The various points raised at the meet
ing will require considerable inve,s,tiga
tion, survey wo-rk and the prnparation, 
of estimates before tihe Drain.age and 

. Irrigation Board can consid.e•r them. 
Some tim.e must neces,sari!y elapse, 
therefore, before any_ decision is taken . 

"I shall be gla,d if you will inform the 
petitionern mentioned in your le,tter 
dated 17th July, 1942, accordingly. 

(Sgcl.) G. D. OWEN, 
Colonial Secretary." 

It is clear to my mind that here 
you have 88 proprietors and farmers. 
petitioning the Government and point
ing out that this thing had been going 
on and something ought to be clone. 
Government goes into the matter and 
admits that until the whole place is re� 
surveyed and estimates are prepared 
nothing can be done. Every time we-

. come to this Council we are told ''We 
want additional staff. We have got to 
get out this and that." This has been 
gdng on perpetually. Is there not go-
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ing to be a stop to this kind of busi
nes:s ·: 1 hope there will Lie. Let 
i;omeone go immediately the flooLI 
is oYCr antl iJJYestigate the Llamage 
it i;; 1.:.ausi11g. 011e ;;ection is co11-
trolled and managed by the people them
selves and the other sectio,1 is controlled 
nnd managed by several people who 
profess and pretend to be: experts and 
friends of the other people. That is 
hc,w I put it. Pin. Diamond is man
:;;g-ed and controlled by the proprietor:; 
r.nd the management of that estate. 
Craig Village is controlled by the ex, 
]ll'l'l:-< of tlti;; UOH'l'lllllClll· ll 11d ll 

Board. When you go to the Dis
trict Commissioner he iells you 
plainly "I am not resp◊nsible for 
the works. I know nothing about 
the111." Ln f.i<·t he ·stale,., lliat the 
,.vorks have not been handed over 
to him. You can fix. the responsibility 
11owhere, but the farmer.;; continue to

lose year by year. 

\Vhat i:s the Wea 
t.1.J i:s slate of affair;; 

o.r continuing 
ls the Drain-

age anti lnigation Hoai·d compe
tent ? I say definitely that it is not 
competent. I say definiteiy the Board 
is most unsuited. I would like to see 
ne; representatives of other interests on 
the:se l:oard,;, ]HI rticulady when -f::ll'm· 
ing areas are affected. Here you have 
2 Grow More Food Campaign. I think 
I can definitely refer to that under this 
Head. What was the position ? The 
Manager of Pin. Diamond was on that 
Committee, the Secretary of a Pawn
broking Company and an employee of 
the Public Works Department who 
r.appens to be the Chairman of the Vil
lage, both not concerned ·with growing 
any food, also on that Committee, and 
the farmers complain and complain with 
absolutely no redress. I <io appeal to 
Your Excellency to han a complete 
change of these methods. They have 
gone on for nearly a century and the 
position of the farmers is not improv 
ing. It is time that there be a �efinite 
radical, if not ruthless, change. 

Mr. AUSTIN: When ,his Commit. 
tee was appointed by ::,ir Wilfred Jack
son to examine ana reporL on the or-

. ganization of the .Public Works Depart0 

1m,µt we did not know wtio would bE: 
the new Directo.· and where he was com
ing from. Therefore, we opened th1;;. 
examination with a very free mind, and. 
we undertook this fob realizing the re
sponsibilities to Government that fell 
on us. We visual.ized, that ·we would 
have io write off such losses that had 
already been incurred and srnrt with a 
fresh sheet. I personally J-,ope that will 
be clone. I regret that Memb

0

ers of this 
Council do not try and consider it from 
that point of view. Undoubtedly the 
DE:partment had been very much under
i-;tnffed arnl Jhl'1·e ;lwd lJl',eJL ,certain 
in·egularities whic-11 g::1Ye the Depnrt
mCT1t :1 b:1cl n:111w hut 1ht• 1'i1nP hns <•:.Jllle 

10 m:tk<' fl fr<'sh sl:nt. T <lo hope th:> 110:n. 
Member for Berbice River will consider 
and try to envisage the :!'uture of the 
younger generation, not himself or my. 
self or those of our age but the younger 
generation who are likely to follow on 
and keep this Colony going, perhaps, 
more happily than it has been in the 
past, althougn ft is not s0 bad as you 
may think it is. Why do we have no 
confidence in the employees of this 
IJrp:ntme11t? It is sflicl tlrnt tber,• lrns 
hecn loss of materials :rnrl loss of mmiey 
tln-o,1g-l1 men !wing· ])fl i<l from tlw w1·0111! 
pn�·-list, :rnrl tllat tl1e rost of lrnildinii:s 
had been very grossly exceeded. All 
that has been borne out by actual facts, 
I am sorry to say, but as I have said 
hrforr•. tl1ose thing-s sl1011l1l hr a mntt<'r 
cf history. Let us forget them and 
�tart afresh. The new Director is on 
his job and we should give him the op
rortunity of another start. He cannot 
have another start unless he has offi
r·ers to help him out in curing all thes� 
ills of the past, mid. we cam1ot flo -it un
le�s we a rceJ)t tJ1e rerommenclntiom: 
m8de by the Committee. There mav be 
en� or two recommendatir-n� which in 
the opinion nf rPrtain members might 
J:.c eased off a bit; but as a �vhole the 

l 
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Commit.tee thought we should put 
them in this report and we support 
them. 

I think it was the hon. Member for 
Berbice River who talked about the 
rainfall. This rainfall has been a sud
den cloudburst. Fifteen inches of rain
fall in ten days is unusual for the 
moutli of Vt·ternl,er. As a rule. tile 
1·ain starts about the middie of N�vem
cer and carries on to the middle of De .. 
cernber, and if we get 20 iuches in that 
period we consider it very unfortunate, 
tut 15 inches in 10 days is something 
appallillg. h it lo IJc wo•11cletetl that 
the .Eai:;t Coast was floodetl ,is a result 
o,f that acute d'ownfall '? 'rile "ugar 
ei:;tates on that Coast are suffer
ing from too much water and 
thefr p11mps rnrmot take it off. 
'!'he Fvont land>< of all the estates 
m·c al:,o uncler watt:1·, and that means 
that quite a lot of the cultivation aback 
i� still under water and will remain so 
for some days. I hope the debate will 
bE' continued to.morrow because I think 
the hon. Member for Georgetown 
North (Mr. Seaford), who took a very 
kEen interest in this report and put in 
a tremendous Jot of work, and the hon. 
Mr. Case may be here then to ex,plain 
further matters which, perhaps, I have 
left out. For this Department to get 
a fail' deal a]l(l for Governme11t to g-et a 
fair deal, I think this report should be 
accepted. 

l\fr. GONSA.L VES : I desire to 
:my a few words in connection ,with this 
matter. We have in the past-

TFm CTIAJRi\IAX : I <le,;ire to ask 
llOll . ..\Iemhen; to excuse me for five 
minutes a,; I have got an urgent matter 
to attend to. 

His Excellency retires and the 
Colonial Secretary takes the Chair. 

Mr. GONSALVES: We have in 
the past always had criticisms in 
regard to the working of this Depart-

ment. The criticisms were very often 
justified. As the result of those fre
(lltent ctiticisms a Committee was ap
pointed to go into the matter of the 
working of the Department and, as we

see from the rE:port, that Committee 
consisted of a combination of Members 
of this Council, who, I think, were well

si:lected, and quite capable of investi
gating matters· in connection with this 
very important part of the Service of 
(JoYCl'IIIIH!Jlt. 

to by the 
.-\.s ha:,; L,een i-eferrE'd 

ho11. ..\leml!et fen· Cen-
ti-al Dernl'J:,11·a. the l)epal'tment ha:,; 
been for a period of ten years inade
quately staffed and, therdore, unabl_e 
to carry through its work properly. I 
observe from the remark$ of certain 
hon. Members who have stressed th'e 
question of drainage that ·,;here was the 
necessity for some work or better work 
being done, and I would like to invite 
their attention to paragraph 9 of the 
report because whilst we are emphas
izing these necessities we must also 
look at the other side of the picture, as 
when the time comes for carrying them 
out. n YOte \\'ill lir 1·c'}11este!l for tl1e in
creased expenditure. Paragraph 9 of 
the report seems very clear on the 
point. It says : 

·'The· proposals in this :·eport aim at
reorganizing the Depar,bncnt so as to 
make it ca.pable or dealing wi,th its pres
ent responsibilities based en tp.e exist
ing scale of expenditure ...... " 

His Excellency returns and takes 
the Chair. 

Mr. GONSALVES: H seems that 
·is a recommendation one would expect
1o finrl i11 n 1·epo1·t after an inve,d·ig:ii
tion such as they have · made. There
are two other paragraphs of the report
I would like to refer to. One on which
I hope to get an expression of opinion
from Government is the recommer1da
tion in paragraph 17 under the Head
"Engineering Apprentices." It reads:

"The C'ommittee recommends the cre
ation of two posts on the scale $240-
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:i;4SO for engineel'ing apprentices tc 
wuid1 yuuths who l.ta1·1:: watrkulated 
and who desire to take up the profes
sion of civil engineering may be ap
pointed and given opportunities for ob· 
taining practical experience while pur
suing studies. The Committee feels that 
the apprentice trained under local con
ditions sllould, when he· eventually quali· 
fies and has worked through the inter
mediate pos-ts in the Department, prove 
Yery rnlual.Jle for filling -the higher 
1,osts." 

If Government accepts that recom
memla tioH-a ncl I ha 1·e uo dou!Jt it ha;,; 
accepted it-it would IJenL' ill mind the 
question of appointments, later on in 

· regard to this Department and not let
vs have what we hear in connection
with the Agricultural Der,artment. We
have been told that young men go and
qualify in agricuiture and when they
1·eturn they cannot get appointments.
This recommendation provides the
possibility of youths of the Colony
qualifying as engineers through this
Depa L'trncnt with the !1opc of scc11 L'i11g
appointments in the Department when
such appointments arise, and I invite
a reply to the question as to whether
Government endorses that rec:ommenda.
tion and whethcl' it is the iJ1tention of
Gm·ennncnt to c:nny out tile 1rnrpose.

I was disappointed slightly by the 
hon. Member for North-Western Dis. 
trict (Mr. Jacob) not referring to a 
particular paragraph of this report 
which is of some benefit and advantage 
to his constituents. I refer to para. 
graph 28 which says: 

"The Committee re.com.mends that two 
addi.tional resi-dent carpenters be a,p
poin.ted on the- scale $450-$600, one for 
the ruhli<- Uo:-pital. Georg-etown, n11cl 
the other for Ma:baruma, NorU1-West Dis
trict. The latter whiJe stationed in the 
North-West District should be 1>aid a 
station allowance of $180 per annum." 

By the 1rn)·, that is the amaunt 
paid the B-ailiff in that particular dis
trict. In addition to his usual salary 
this carpenter will be gi•,en $115 per 

month ns a Stntion Allowance. I tllink 
the hon. Member has rather missed it 
in tl1c 1·cpott, I.Jecam;e he ha!-i always 
said he reads all these things very 
carefully. He has disappointed me in 
not having made particuiar reference 
to it. 

'l'he other matter I would like to 
i-efct to-and l do not think a11y Member
of this C-ouncil would object to it-is
the i-ecommendation iu pa.i-ag1.·aph 32 in
re-gard to the Paymaster. I think we
all agree it is too big a Job and too
much to expect of one man to be Pay.
master throughout the whole Colony
from the Corentyne Coast to the
Essequebo Coast aird, therefore, the &.p
pointment of an additional officer to
discharge the duties of Assistant Pay
master is to my mind a v;iry necessary
recommendation. I would like to sug.
gest as regards the appointment of the
Paymasters that they sho-uJd not be kept
on in any particular area for an indef
inite period of time. Th�re should be
some means of an interchange of dis
tricts. No one man should be kept fo,·
years working in one particular district
<'nd not to have a change. Paragraph
23 clearly says:

"The pre-sent clerical staff in the Chief 
.Accountan•t's Office is in-suffficient in 
number to enaible· proper detailed cost 
accoun,ting records of works in progress 
to be kept.. ...... " 

The hon. Mr. Austin said not a 
word in regard to that matter and, I 
think, anyone who has had a conversa
tion or dealings with the Engineers 
,,ould deem it very essential for a sys. 
tern -0f costing in regard to any engin
eering department to be instituted. I 
know the Georgetown Town · Council, I 
must confess, had not that system for 
many years but in recent times the 
City Engineer insisted that it should 
cc and it is in operation there now. If 
it is required in the Town Council it is 
far more necessary to have it in the 
Public Works Department cf the Colony. 
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I hope when these recommendations are 
carried out and the appointments made, 
as has been suggested by the hon. Mem
ber for Central Demerara, the appella
tion which has been given to the De
partment-the Public Waste Depart
mr11t-will not continue aml that the 
w0Tki11g of the Depn rtrne11 t clnl'ing tl1e 
regime of the new Director of Public 
Works will prove succesaful. I wish 
before taking my seat to express for 
myself and the other Members who 
emlo1·Re what I say, appreciatio,n of 
the work done by this Committee in 
regard to this particular matter. 

'J'1rn CHAIRMAN: w·e J1ave 
almost reached the time for the ad
journment and I take this opportunity 

to say that this particular debate on 
the Public Works D�partm�nt w_ill not

I be continued the first thmg m the 
morning. I may be absent then as I · 
have a conference with the Attorney
General. I prefer to start with the 
Georgetown Rating Bill to-morrow at 
noon, if that is agreeable to hon. Mem
bers. The resolution standing in the 
name of the hon. Mernbe1· for Berbice 
River will be taken at 2 Q.'clook and in 
that case it is imp,robabl� we will get 
back to the Estimates to-morrow. I 
suggc:st, p:nticulai-ly in view of the 
Absence of Members, that we resume 
thif; <lelmte on TVecbtesday next. 

The Council resumed and adjourned 
to the following day at 12 noon. 




