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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Cons'tituted under the Britislh Guiana 
(Constifat;ion) ( Tenivoniry Provisions) 

Order in Council, 1953.) 

T HURSDAY, 10TH JANUARY, 1957 

Council met at 2 p.m. 

PRESENT: 

His Bonow· the Speaker 
Sir Eustace Gordon Woolford, 

O.B.E., Q,C., 

Ex-Officio Mernbers : 
The Hon. the Chief Secretary, 
Mr. F. D. Jakeway, C.M.G., O.B.E, 

The Hon. the Attomey General, 
Mr. G. M. Farnum (Ag.) 

The Hon. the Financial Secretary, 
Mr. F. W. Essex. 

Noininated Members of 
Executive Coimcil : 

The Hon. Sit- Frank McDavicf, 
C.M.G., C.B.E; (Member for Agricul
t ure, Fores ts, Lands and Mines). 

Thi> Hon. P . A. Cummings (Mero
.Lier for Labour, H(!alth and Housir,g) . 

The Hon. W. 0. R. I{endall (Mem 
ber for Communications and Works) 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E. 
(Member for Local Government, So
clal Werfare and Co-operative Develop
ment). 

The Hon. R. B. Gajraj 

Norninated UnojJicials : 
Mr. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C. 

i\'lr. E. F'. Correia 

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb 

.Mr. H . Rahaman 

Miss Gertie fl. Collins 

Mrs. Esther E. Dey 

Dr. H. A. Fraser 

Mr. Sugrim Singh 

Clerk of the Legislature
Mr. I. Crum Ewing 
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A.ssistant Clerk of the Leg-islature

Mr. B. M. Viapree, (Ag). 

.4.bseni:--
The Hon. R. C. Tello- on leave. 

Mr. J. I. Ramphal-on leave. 

Mr. T. Lee -on leave. 

Mr. W. A. Phang -on leave. 

Mr. C. A. Carter -on leave. 

Mr. R. B. Jailal -on leave. 

Mr. w. T. Lord, I.S.0.-on leave, 

The Speaker r8ad prayeri;. 

The Minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Wednesday. the 9th of 
January, 1!)57, as printed and cir
cu lated, were taken as read and con
f irmed. 

LEA VE TO MEMBERS 

Mr. Speaker : I have to an
nounce that both Mr. Tello and Mr. 
Jailal have asked to be excused from 
today's meeting. 
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THIRD SCHEDULE 

The Chief Secretary: I · beg to lay 
on the table: 

The British Guiana (Constitution) 
(Temporary Provisions) (,Amendment) 
Order in Council, 1956, made on 1:9th 
December, 1956, and published in the 
Gazette on 5th January, 1957. 

ORAL QUESTIONS 

MAHAICONY FLOODS 

Mr. Luckhoo: Wi,th your Honour's 
leave which I have obtained, I should 
like to ask the Member for Agriculture, 
li'orests, Lands a~1d Mines the follow
ing question:3 : 

1. What is Government doing to relieve. 
the grave hardship and plight of 
farmers in the Mahaicony Creel..; 
due to the f-looding of these cree',,.s? 

2. Whether Government would waive 
the agistment fees for animals 
rescued from the flood and taken to 
Cane Grove Land Settlement? 

Sir Frank McDavid: I shall re
qui,re notice of these questions, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker : The hon. lVlember 
(Mr. Luckhoo) knows that. If we 
wait until the necessary papers are 
published some delay might be caused. 

Mr. Luckhoo : Thank you, Sir. 

lNCREA:SED FEES FOR RURAL CONSTABLES 

The Chief Secretary: I beg to 
move the following motion standing in 
my name in the ·Order Paper. 

''Resolved, that this Council in terms 
of section 122 of the Police Ordinance, 
Chapter 77, approves of the following 
being substituted for the third schedule in 
the said Ordinance;-

·ti~ !~,,. 

Section 122 

Table of Fees and Allowances Payable to 
Rm-al Constables 

1. For execution of a warrant of 
commitment $1.50c. 

2. For making any arrest where a 
warrant of apprehension has been 
issued, or for making any arrest 
where a warrant has not been 
issued if the Magistrate considers 
the arrest was properly made $2,00 

3. For preparing a summons if the 
summons has been initialled by an 
Officer of Rural Constabulary 
or the County Sergeant-Major 
of Rural Constabulary 1.50 

4. For attendance at court 2.50 

5. For executing in the prescribed 
m anner any warrant of distress 
or levy or warrant of ejectment, or 
other process issued by a magis-
trate 2.00 

6. For performance of police duties 
when required to assist the police 
for the first eight hours or part 
thereoJl and 56c. per hour for 
each hour over eight 3-00 

7. Travelling allowance to a con
stable when engaged in the execu
tion of his duty, on the scale fur 
the time being sanctioned for 
the police force. 

8. (a) The allowance specified in item 
7 shall be in the discretion of the 
magistrate, and shall be paid by 
the magistrate at the conclusion 
oJJ the cas.e or the completion of 
the servicr~. The account shall be 
made out by the police. 

(b) In any case under item 2 the 
Commissioner of Police may, on 
the recommendation of the magis
trate, awflrd special remunera
tion not exceeding $5. 

(c) Where any constable received 
any monthly pay or salary from 
public revenues, he shall not be 
entitled to any fees or allowances 
under this Ordinance, unless the 
Chief Secretary expressly au
thorises the payment." 
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The object of this motion has bee::i 
clearly set out in the Order Paper and 
it is really self-explanatory. Its pur
pose is to improve the fees earned by 
rural constables for the performance 
of certain duties. Rural constables 
are not in receipt of a regular salary; 
they depend on payment for services 
rendered. They perform extremely 
'1aluable and useful service, and the 
last occasion on which the fees were 
revised was in 1949. Since then there 
had only been one revision in relation 
to one part of that work, and that was 
done in 1954. Generally, however, the 
fees have been unchanged ,since 1949. 
It is considered that the general 
increase in the cost of living and the 
upward rise in the trend of wages and 
salaries for full-time Government em
ployees justify these increases (pro
posed in the motion) for rural con
stables. 

There are one or two other points 
which opportunity has also been taken 
to change. ·One restriction which was 
rather irksome under the previous 
law has been removed. It existed 
under item 18 (9) which has now been 
deleted, where if constables performed 
two or more services on the ,same' day 
they were paid for • only one-which 
was no incentive to get work done 
expeditiously. The constables there
fore tended to spread out their duties 
as far as possible and over a series of 
days. The wages for a full day when 
they perform the functions of a night 
vvatchman, or where they are called 
out to assist in Police duties, have 
been increased to $3 per day, which 
is in accordance with other compar
able rates in the Public Service. If 
thi.s motion is approved it will be 
followed by an Order in Council made 
by the Governor, which will i.ncrease 
the fees for certain services, including 
the services under the Magistrates 

.,.. 

(Summary Jurisdiction) 0 ff e nc es 
Ordinance which these constables per
form - particularly the serving of 
summonses and warrants of commit
ments. That, to ,some extent, will off
set the additional charge on public 
funds which these increases will in
volve. This is not action which will 
not be required of this Legislative 
Council, but wiJJ be done by t he 
Governor in Executive Council. 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
second the motion. 

Mr. Sugrim Singh: I would like, 
simply and briefly to congratulate 
Government on this motion. From thB 
records which could be seen, I have 
always Been asking for some assistancp. 
for these rural constables. They give 
wiJli-ng and valuable service in the 
rural areas and I think that thi:;, 
revision of their fees, with an upward 
trend, will be well appreciat ed. 

Mr. Correia: I would like to join 
the hon. Member (Mr. Sugr im Singh) in 
thanking Government for the increase~ 
being made in the fees for rural 
constables, thus bringing t hem in line 
with the salaries revision made last 
year. I am sure that the increases will 
act as an irncentive to these men, parti
cularly in the outlying districts where 
they are largely used to assist the 
Police. I know that within re-:ent 
times they have been keeping a.way 
from the Police Stations beca use the 
fees they received were considered t o 
be too small. Now that they are being 
given an incentive I think we shouki 
f ind these men becoming more keen i.n 
their work. 

Miss Collins: I should also like to 
congratulate Government on granting 
this relief t o the rural constables. 1 
know that they will appreciate it ven· 
much, because they have been l om-

'\j. 
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[Miss Collins] 
plaining about the matter for a very 
long time. 

Motion put and agreed to. 

Mr. Speaker: I should J.ike to take 
opportunity to express the view that 
the duty of administering the oath to 
a rural constable on his entry into 
the constabulary is one that should 
be confined t o a Magistrate. I think 
it is very desirable to have the whole 
of the rural constabulary sworn by a 
Magistrate. 

The Chief Secvetary: Thank you 
very much, Your Honour, I will l:ook 
into the point. 

SUPP'i.,EMENTARY ESTIMATES
NOVEMBER & DECEMBER, 1956 

The Financial Secretary: I beg 
to move the following motion: 

'"Be it resolved: That this Council 
approves of the Supplementary Estimates 
for the months of November and Decem
ber, 1J956, totalling $1.377,931.67 which 
have been laid on the table.' ' 

The provision sought under this 
resolution falis foto two parts; the 
first covers supplementary expenditure 
for November and . December, 1956, 
totalling $1,010,265 which was passed in 
Finance Committee .early in December. 
The second is a Supplementary Schedule 
passed at $367,666 later in Decem
ber. In view .of this second Schedule, I 
hope that the unauthorised .excesses 
ScheduJ.e to be presented next year after 
the accounts are closed, will be 
very small. Though it may seem 
ro, little odd to have Supplementary 
Provision Schedules so late in the 
year, t his is better than having 
a large unauthorised schedule after the 
year ha,s closed. It does show that at 

•• IJ,, 

lea:st there was awanmess in depart
ments that certain votes were· going to be 
insufficient before the end of the 
year and that steps were taken to 
augment them instead of the excesses 
not being realised until well after the 
end of t he financial year when the 
Treasury books were closed. 

There is no need to say very 
much about the $1,010,265 as this was 
examined in detail by Financ,e Com
mittee. Apart from the revotes of over 
$194,000 there are large amounts like 
$57,000 for the operating costs of the 
Agricultural Machinery Hire Pool, 
which will be offset to some extent 
by increased revenue; $30,000 for addi
tional allowances to students at the 
Training College-already approved 
in pri111r:iple by Council; nearly 
$200,000 for Medical and Hospital Ser
vices; $50,000 for leave passages for 
public officers, $70,000 for pensions 
$97,000 on the various Stor,es votes, 
and $57,000 on Social Assistance and 
Old Age Pensions. Most of these large 
items have be,en taken into account in 
t he revi,sed Estimates and indeed, I 
made reference to some of them in my 
Budget Speech. 

The second .part of the motion 
which is the Supplementary December 
Schedule of $377,6,66 to which I have 
referred, does not cont a in any parti
cularly important item to which 
Council's attention has not already 
been invited. More than half of the 
total-$199,000-is to augment the 
expenditure vote for the Timber 
Seasoning suspense account. As I ex
plained in my Budget Speech this was 
necessary because, though the revenue 
item in the printed Estimates w::i..s a 
realistic one; the $1,000 for expendi
t ure in the Estimates was only a token 
figure. Of the other half of the. 
Schedule, about $82,000 is represented 
by revotes. I therefore recommend 
that this Council approves by formal 
resolution the Schedules which have 
been passed by Finance Committee. 
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Mr. Cummings: I beg to second 
the motion. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Motion carried. 

SUPPLEMENT'ARY ESTIMATES (DEVEL0P
MENT)-N0VEMBER & DECEMBER, 1956 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move the following motion: 

"Resolved, That this Council approves 
of the :Su ppiementary Estimates (Develop
ment) for the months of November and 
December, 1956, totalling $959,178.%, 
which have been laid on the tabfo". 

These two Schedules to the Dev,~lop
ment Estimates consist for the most 
part of large revotes of unexpended 
balances from 1955 and, particularly 
in the first Schedule, the items are 
formal ones to ratify expenditure 
which was continued on the basis of 
the Legislative Council Resolution 
<lated 29th December, 1955, to enable 
vrnrk to be carried on pending the 
approval of the 1956 Estimates. In the 
December Schedule of $364,135, $241,074 
is a r evote for drainage and irrigation 
works and $48,282 is for the continu
ation of former Colonial Development 
and Welfare Schemes which have ex
pired. Hon. Members will note that 
$47,000, in addition to the $65,000 
a lready voted, will in any event he 
necessary to complete the purchase of · 
an additional "Grnmman'' aircraft for 
British Guiana Airways. Hon.· Mem
bers will remember that I did inform 
them earlier in the yer,r that in a ll 
probability the cost of this plane 
·would be about $110,000. I now recom
mend, Sir, that these Schedules which 
have been passed by Finance Gom
roittee be now adopted by the ful l 
Cou.n cil. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Motion carried. 

Agreement with British West Indian 
Airways, Ltd. 

Item 4.-Motion by the Member 
for Communications and Works (Mr. 
Kendall): 

"Be it resolved: That with reference to 
Sessional Paper No. f ,3/1956 this Council 
approves of the conclusion of the pro
posed Two-Year Management Agreement 
with British West Indian Airways, Lim
ited.'' 

l\lr. Speaker: Does the hon. Mem
ber propose to move his motion thi~ 
afternoon? 

Mr. I{endall: Yes, please Sir, if it 
i:; the wish of the Conuci1. 

Dr. Fraser : I would like to speak 
to the motion, Sir. 

Mr. Luckhoo: 
speak too, Sir. 

I would like to 

Mr. Speaker: I observe that the 
Agreement is to take effect as from 
the 1st of January. I know that Mr. 
Correia would like to speak on it. 

Mr. Correia: Yes, please Sir. 

Mr. l{endall: The papers have 
been in the hands of Members for a 
week, but I have no objecti.on to the 
motion being deferred if Members de
:afre more time to study the terms of 
the Agreement. 

Mr. Rpeaker: I gather that Mem
bers would not like the debate on t h e 
motion to start thi,s afternoon. I s 
that the idea? 

Mr. Correia : That is the idea, Sir. 
Mr. Cummings: 

the motion. 
I beg to second I only received my copy of the Agree

ment yesterday, 

.. 
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Mr. Speaker: If that is the general 
wish of Members I suppose , I must 
accede to it. Within what time are yqu 
likely to be ready to discuss i,t 7 

Mr. Correia: If the Council will 
be sitting next week I think everyone 
would be ready then. 

The Attorney General: In the 
absence of the hon. the Chief Secre
tary I had intended to move the ad
journment of the Council. 

Mr. Speaker: To what dat'=? 

The Attorney General: To the 
24th of January. 

Mr. Kendall: I think the 24th 
would be too long. As you have indi
cated, Mr. Speaker, t his Agreement 
should have been signed since the .1st 
of January. On the 24th of January 
several Me_wbers of the Government 
:will be ',out of the Colony. I would 
agree to an adjournment for a week. 

Mr. Speaker: MembeTs like Mr. 
Phang would like to speak on a mat
ter of this sort. 

Mr. Kenda11: Would it be agree
able to Members if I moved the motion 
now and allowed the debate on it to 
be adjourned? 

Mr. Speaker: I think it would be 
better to defer your remarks on the 
motion. 

The Attorney General: When I 
suggested an adjournment for a fort
night I was thinking of the Representa• 
tion of the People BiU which wm 
take precedence. 

Mr. Speaker: On the Representa
tion of the People Bill the Council will 
go into Committee. It will be the first 
item on the Order Paper for the next 
meeting. I adjourn Council until the 
24th January at 2 p.m . 

f'\.. rl--4':::1. 
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