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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, 

1'7,u.rsrlay, 12th A1n-n, 1945. 

The Council met at 2 p.m., His 
Excell<:'lll'�· 1"11e G0Yen10r, Sir G-orf1011 
LcthPm, J.;:.C.:\I.G., PJ'esident, ill the 
Chai.r. 

PffESENT 

'l'hc P1·Nd1lent, Ilis l�XC'l'll<'ncy the 
(1oy!'rno1·, Sir Oonlon ,James Lethc-m, 
K.C.M.Q.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary. 
l\Jr. '\Y. L. IIr,1pc, C.i\LG. 

'Pile Hon. the Attorne�·-Geiieral, 
Mr. El. 0. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C. 

'J'lte Hon. thr> Colonial Treasurer, 
!\fr. I�. F. J\fcDavicl, C.B.E. 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, 0.B.E., 
TCC. (lfow Anu:tcrclam) 

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, C.B.B.-
( Gc-orgetowu N ortl1) 

'l'hc Hon. J. A. Luckhoo, K.C. 
(Xomhinterl} 

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow, (Nomi
nated). 

'rhe Hon. 3I. B. G. Austin, O.B.E. 
(Nombrnted) 

'l'he !Ion. Pere�· C. ,vig;ht, O.B.E. 
(GC'OJ"!!;Ptown Central) 

'!'hp Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western 
BcrhieP) 

The Holl, C. R-. Jacob (North 
We,-tcrn DiRti-ict) 

The Hon. A. M. Eclun (Nominated), 

The Eon. V. Roth (Nominated), 

The Clerk ,read prayers. 

The minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Friday, 6th April,. 
1945, as printed and circulated, were 

taken as read and confirmed. 

ANKOT.:-XCEl\lEN'l'S. 

;\[n. CRITCHLOW W0ELCOMED IlACR 

The PRESIDENT: In opening 
1hi� �essi011 ·1 �houltl juRt like to 
welcome back f,rom England the hon. 
the Fifth Nominated Member. The hon. 
Member, I have every -re•ason to belieYe 

hn1l m1 oppm·tlrnit_y in London not 
only of attending conferences but also 
nf arlYancing somp of the p1·i 11 c·ipal 
claims of this Colony and I am snre 

\\'<' ,d10uld be grateful to him. ,�7e are 
n•1-y gla cl to sec• Ji im ba C"k in good 
hen Ith in Kpitc of hls bravin� the 
coldeRt winter for• ,-omc Yl'ars in 
Britain. I should at the same time· 
express the aprreciation of Government 
and Council for the se,rvices of Mr. A. 
A. Thorne durfng this period of abaence
of the Fifth �ominated Member.

PROHIBITION TO LAND IN TRINIDAD. 

I should pel'haps refer to a11 inci
dent wl1ic-h lia,- probably C"orne to the 
notice of all of you when the- hon. 

l\frmbc•1· fonnd himself most i11conveni
rntl_y facPd witl1 a prol1i.bition to land 
in 'l'l'inidail. 1 am sure Membe.rs will 
he at om• with me in saying that a 
Member of this Council, not to say 
a Member of the Executive Council of 
the Colony, sl1011lcl l1c ,mbjected to 
sneh n 111·,wcPcling is utt<'l'ly inexcns
a ble nnd desel'Ying of the most spirited 
111·oteRt_not onl�, from conRiclerntion 
of the individual but of this Council and 
of thi� Colony. I immt'diatelr p1usncd 
the matter as soon as I lieard of it 
ri .8.-r1-1·is t11c Gowrno1· of 'ri-i11iclad
pe1·so1rnlly, and I lrnve received a very 
hanflsome exp1·CRRion of i·egret and 
n rolog�·, "·hir-h we may take as not only 
addressed to the hon. Merni>er but also 
to this Couneil and thi-1! Colony, 
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AN OFFICIAL APOLOGY. of ,speaking on the subject raised by 
the hon. the Sixth Nominated Member. 

Sir Bede Clifford writes as fol- The hon. Member wishes that we 
lows:- should await the ,return of t he Chair-

"I have learnt with great regret that 
"when he passed through recently o:-i a 
"steamer coming from the United King
"dom on his way home to British Gniana 
"the Honourable M.r. Hubert Critchlow 
"was first refused permission to land 
''here." 

After stating that he has called 
for a full report as to the incident, His 
Excellency continues: 

"I would ask you to convey to l\'Ir. 
"Critchlow personally m y v,ery sincere 
''regret that he should have suffered tl,;s 
"vexatious treatment and the inconveni
"ence of delay in landing from the ship. 
"I should like him to understand t.hat this 
"is •· not only an official apology but the 
"expression of my own personal feeling.'' 

The Governor adds that he 
would h ave been glad to see 
him himsel{ I am sure Membe,rs will 
feel that this is a very hand;,;cme 
amende, and that both the hon. Mem
b.er and ourselves will take it in the 
spirit in which it is clearly meant. 

RECONSTRUCTION OF BISHOPS' HIGH 
SCHOOL . 

With regard to the business before 
us today, I understand that at the last 
meeting of the Council the Deputy 
President undertook to give opportuni~ 
ty for the motion standing in the name 
of the hon. the Sixth Nominated Mem
ber, and I should be glad to carry that 
out. Govei·nment has, however, been 
pressed to try and p ut through the 
motion granting funds, la,rgely Develop-

. ment and Welfare funds, for the r econ
struction of Bishops' High School, and 
I have proposed to the hon. the Sixth 
Nominated Member that we shonld 
take that early, in the expectation that 
it should not t ake us very long. Further, 
the Chairman of the Public Works 
Advisory Committee is unable to attend 
today, and it is quite essential that he 
personally should have an opportunity 

man before we take his motion, so we 
will follow the Order of the Day as in 
the paper. 

RE-PLANNING OF BURNT AREA. 

With regard to other forthcoming 
Bills, the Bill for the re-planning of the 
d1•va:;t,1 k<l area of Ueoi-getown is, I 
think, practically ready with the plans 
attached and in spite of these diffi
culties of printing I hope we can get it 
early into Members' hands. I shoulct 
like to inform Members that I took an 
opportunity last Tuesday morning of 
having a discussion with the President 
and Vice-President of the Chamber of 
Commerce, with the Zoning Committee 
present and ;,:epresentatives of firms 
who are principally affected. I did BO in 
order to dispose of any question t hat 
persons and interest s concerned were 
not being and would not be fully con
sulted. On reading the minute of th•~ 
'rown P ln1rniug- ,rnd _the minutes of t hP 
Zoning Committee, it ·was quite <!lea:..· 
that th at was lwing- <lorn,' . The Town 
P lanner had recorded h-is discussions 
with the principals of fi.11ms, and in 
fact had drawn up no less than three 
alternative plans, one after th e other, 
in order to meet points raised. 

The ne,xt step, of course, 
was the Zoning Committee ta 
pursue the discussions in detail 
as soon as the actual plans were ready. 
These were ready on Sunday last. I 
assu,red the officers of the Chambers of 
Commerce that though the Bill would be 
brought before the Legislative Council 
in a spccifi(' ,rnrl conc1·etc form in 
ord<>r to <·1N1t<> the rnacbinery 
necessary and would refer to the pln.ns, 
the details of the latter were of course 
subject to th e fullest ,review and :H':\

cussions, and Government would most 
certainly not push the matter thro•igh 
to statutory finality until everybody 
had the fullest opportubity in thh~ 

----,-
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Council, and outside it, to consider any 
matter of detail. The immediate present 
action is for t h e Zoning Committee to 
pnr:su e these detailed d i:scussions. 

LO:\'G·'l'BILM L OAc'I Ol•' ~5,000,000 

The COLONI AL TRI<.:ASURE!R com-
111 un ica ted t lie followiJ1g i\lcssagcs :-

MESSAGE No. 3?. 

lionourable Members of Legislative· Coun
cil. 

I have the honour to inform the , 
Counci l that, on the recommendation of 
this Government, tl,e Secret•ary of State 

ha$ approved or a long-term public loan 
being raised Joe.ally in order to defray 

expenditure on public works and other 
public services which can appropriately 
be met from loan funJs as well as to 
allow local investors an 0ipportunity of 
investing their capital and savings in a 
desirable local Government security. 

2. The loans ra ised locally during the 
last 25 years eomprise the Church Endow
men.t Loan of $639,410 raised on 1st 
.January, 1921, the $2,000,000 loan raised 
iu 1922/23 and three small loans tota!,!ing 
$583,250 raised between 1926 and 1929, 
and there can be little doubt that local 
investors would wel,come at the present 
time a Government loan offer ing a reason
able rate of interest. Such a Joan should 
attract both the small investor as well 
as the large local investing companies 
who, for lack of opportunity to invi?st 
locally, have been forced to make invest
tnents abroad. 

3. It is proposed to <apply the pro
ceeds of the new loan to the following 
purposes: -

(a} To provide for such portion of 
the expenditure incu~-red on ser

vices l civil and military J in con
nection with the V\Tar as may be 
approved by the Secretary of State 
and the Legislative Council, being 
charged against loan funds. 

(b) 

(c) 

To defr ay expenditure on such 
other public services as may , e 
approved from time to time by 
the Secretar y of State and the 
Legislative Council ; and 

To provide lfor the redemption 
prior to maturity of the outstand
ing 4% Bonds of .the 16th and 
18th issues raised under OrclinancP. 
6 of 1916, which originally fori11ed 
a part of the $2,000,00') !oan rais,},I 
in 1922/23 mentioned in paragraph 
2 above. 

4. With regard to (a) the total War 
Expenditure to 31st December, 1944 (in· 
crnding all items provided for under the 
Colonial Emergency Measures, Swbsidiza
t1on and Temporary War Bonus votes) 
totalled approximately $6,000,000 while 
expenditure on these services 111 the cur
rent year is estimated to amount to not 
less than $2,500,000. It is r easoruable and 
appropriate that a portion of this expendi
tur e which has so far fallen wholl,y on 
general revenue should be met by borrow
ing with the object of spreading part of 
the burden over a long period. 

5. With regard to (b) it is now clear 
that the Colony will have to embark on 
a consider able programme of capital 
expenditure in addition to that which 
can be met either wholly or partly by 
financial assistance from His Majesty's 
Exchequer i:ncler t.he Colonial Develop
ment and Welfar9 Act. This applies 
particularly to the construction of new 
p ublic buildings, 1'eC!)UStruction of roads, 
etc. 

6. In connection with (c) reference 
h; invited to my Message No. :l4 dati:id 9th 
April, 1945. 

' 
7. Reference Is a lso invited to my 

Message No. 35 (~atecl 9th April, 1945, 
on the subject of .the redemption of the 
Church Endowment Bonds and to the ,pro
posal accepted by the Churches concerned 
to take Government Bonds in lieu of 
cash on redemption of the Church 
Endowment Bonds. 

8. The Council is accordingly invited 
to approve of a 31% Joan, not exceeding 
$5,000,000, being raised locally under 1:.'1e 
provisions of the General Local Loan 
Ordinance No. 25 of 1941. for a period of 
40 years, with the right of redemption 
after the expiJ,ation of 30 years f rom th e 
date of issue, and of the introduction of 
the necessary enabling legislation. 

GORDON LE'rHEM, 

Governor. 

Government House, 
Ilrit ish Guiana. 

9th April, 1945. 

REDIDIP'rlfll'( OF BO!-<DS. 

MESSAGE No. 34. 

Honourable Membern of the Legislative 
Council: 

I have 
Council that 

the honour to 
it has hten 

inform th<: 
decided to 
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exercise the o.ption of redeeming the out• 
standing bonds of the 16th and 18th loan 
issues raised under Ordinance 6 of 1916. 
These issues w'hich total $2,000,000 were 
originally 6% bonds, the 16th issue of 
$l,161, 850 having been raise'd on 1st 
January, 1922; ,and the 18:th issue of 
$838,150 on 1st January, 192"3. $644,500 
of the 16th issue and $461,650 of the 18th 
issue were redeem,ed on 1st January, 
1.934, and the remammg balance o! 
$893,850 conver.ted into 4% bonds redeem
able in 1972/73 with the right of earlier 
redemption · at the opticµ of Government 
after 10 years from the date of con• 
version. 

2. By Governmeu.t Notice No. 1569 
published in the Official Gazette of the 
16th of December, 1944, t he Bondholders 
ha,ve been notified tha t the Bonds will 
be redeemed on 1st January, 1946. 

3. The Sinldng F'und provided fo 1· 
the redem,ption of the two issues is 
expected to have a l!ash realisable value 
of approximately $200,000 on 1st January, 
1946, and it is proposed to meet the 
balan,ce req•uired to compl,ete the redemp 0 

,tion from lhe proceeds of the new 31% 
loan to he raised under the pr01rnsals 
set oU:t in my Message !No. '33 o:t' 9th 
April, 1945' ]t is further proposed to 
make an offer to the· Bondholders to 
conver,t their holdings of 4% bonds into 
3~% bonds of the new loan. On the 
assum,ption, therefore, tlliat a II of the 
outstanding 4% Bonds are so converted, 
the opera:tion _ w o u 1 a result in the 
estimated amount of $200,000 being avail
abie i11 the Sinking Fund as a 1t;t accre
tion to the new 3% loan. 

4. I -accordingly invite the Council to 
approve of the tiroposals set out herein. 

Government House, 
British Guiana, 

9.th April, 1945. 

GORDON LETHEM, 
Governor. 

issuE nl.' Nr-:w CTon:R Norn~T 
Boi\"nS Tn Cinmcrrns. 

i\.IESS,AGE No. 35. 

tfonoi:rable Members of the Legislative 
Council: 

I desire- at this session to bring to 
the notice of the Council that the Church 
Endowment Bonds issued under the 11ro
visions of the •Churches (Financial Assist
ance) Orclinan<:e, Chapter 228, are due to 
mature on the 1st January, 1946. 

2. The Endowment Bonds in question 
bear interest at the rate of 5% .per annum, 
the total issue of $639,410 IHJ.ving been 
distributed between the Chu1·ches and 
Religious Denominations concerned in the 
fcl lowing 11ropor.tions :-

To the Church of England ... .!. $350,350 
,, ,, Church of Scotland ...... $ 87,660 

Church of Rome ...... $113,210 
,, ,, Wesleyan Missionary 

Society ...... . ..... $ 
,, ,, Moravian Church ...... $ 
,, ,, Lutheran Ch urch ...... $ 

Salvation Army ____ , $ 

75,000 
6,380 
3,620 
3,190 

3. The bonds are redeemable from, a 
S inking Fund which is being accurruulated 
by means of au Annual Contribution of 
$15,397. The estimated market value of 
.the investments of this fund at "31st 
December, 1944, was $716,000, and it is· 
expected :that the fund will reach approxi• 
mately $760,000 by 1st January, 1946, an 
excess of approximately $120,000 on the 
su.m required for redemption of the bonds. 
It is with particular referen,ce to the 
disposal to be made or this snrp1us on 
the Sinking Fund that this Message i s 
being addressed to the Council. 

4. As Members of bhe Council may 
be aware, the basis of the Churches 
(Financial Assistance) Ordinance is the 
Report of the Committee of tlljl Combined 
Court (No. 25 of 1919) dated 11th A.Iiril, 
191n, and the Court's Resolution of 9.th 
July, 1920. adopting lh'at Report with 
cer tain modifications. 

5. It emerges from a ·Per~sal o[ -this 
Report that it was a recommendation, of 
the Committee that " Lhe a nnual contri
"bution necessary to create such a fund 
"-$15,397-s:h.all be deducted from the 
"Clergy List grants now paid "-a r ecom
mendation which was given full effect. 
!t follows, -therefore, that the Endowment 
Fund w.as created out of monies which, 
but for the settlement, would have been 
l)ayable to the Churches and that the 
cost of establishing the sinking- fund was 
not an independent charge on gener:!I 
revenue. 

6. It has been represented to Gov
ernment that the ,a,pproaching maturity of 
these 5% bonds is a matter of the gravest 
concern to tJhe Churches, all of whom 
wil] stand to suffer a Joss in annual 
ihcome on matui-ity of the bonds. 

7. rt is accordingly recommended for 
ap provial of t he Council with the prior 
concurrence of the Secl'etary of State for 
the Colonies that, as an additional 
measure of assistance, legislation be 
enacted lo provide that tihe· sm·[Jlus 

+ 
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accruing on the sinking fund sh all Le 
paid to the Bondholders in proportion t o 
lhe bonds held by each, a benefit which 
will' allow of each of tho Churches a nd 
LJenominations rece1vm g an estimated 
addition of aboi.:t 20% on the individual 
amounts set ou,t in paragraph 2 above. 

8. The Ch11rch authorities have also 
r&presentecl to Government that they are 
most anxious .that the funds accruing to 
t uem -on redemption o f the bonds should 
remain invested in a local Government 
,c;ccurity, and Government considers it is 

,,~~.-y d.esirable to meet their wishes 
i i this respect, having regard to the 
01 ·iginal object of the scheme which w as 
to d isestablish the Chur ch es and, at the 
sar ne time, to create a permanent endow
me nt fund as the foundation of ,hen· 
fin anc,i?,I structure . 

9. With this object in view it is 
J ,:op0,sed to issue .to i he Churcl1es (and 
al, of the Chw·ch Authorities concerned 
have 'agreed to accept ) new Government 
Bonds equivalent .to the total amount 1 

realized by the Sinking Fund provided 
for the redemption of the Church 
Endowment Bonds. As explained in 
paragraph 3 above, this is expected to 
total $760,000. The bonds !to be 
iss ued to form part of the ioan to b:? 
raisE>cl at 31'% on 1st J ,anuary, 1946, under 
the propcsals conveyed in Message No. 
33 of the 9th of April. 1945. 

10. I trust that the recommendations 
set out in this Message will comnnend 
themselves to Honow·ablc Members, and 
I invite -the Council to ap.prove of the 
prop1Jsals a nd of t he introduction of the 
necessary enabling legislation to give 
~ffect ther eto. 

OORDON f.,ETHEM. 
Governor. 

Government House British Guiana. 
Dth April 1945. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES. 

LONG-TERM LOAN OF $5,000,000. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER. gave 
notice of the following motions:-

Tha t, with reference to His Excellen
cy the Governor's Message No. '33 elated 
9th April, 1945, this Council approves of 
a loan of $5,000,000 be ing raised in th-e 
Colony under: the prov1s1ons of the 
General Loan Orrlinance No. 25 of 1941 
such loan t'o bear interest at the rate 
of 31% per annum, and to have a currency 
of 40 years, but with the right of redemp
tion after the e~piration of 30 years from 

date of issue, being reserved , and of the 
introduction of the necessary enabling 
iegis lation. 

Cu.:-. VEl:SlON OF ilO.\'DS. 

That, with reference to His Exce!len
cy the Governor's 'Message No. 34 elated 
9th April, 1945, this Council a,p,proves of 
an offer being made to the ]lolclers of 
4% bonds of the 16th a nd 18th issues 
under Loan Ordinance No. 6 of 1916 to 
convert their holdings into 31% bonds oi 
the proposed n ew local Joan. 

fasL:11 ,w X1::\\· GovJoJr::-ii\LEX•r 
13oxus To C11ui:c-ni,;s. 

That, wtth reference to His· Excellen• 
cy the Governor·s Message No. 35 dated 
9th Ap1·il, 1945, t his Council approves 
of the proposals as set out :therein pro
viding for the surrender to the Churches 
concer ned of the surplus on the sinking 
fund establis hed for :the repayment of 
the Church Endowment Bo:icls issued 
under the Churches (Financial .Assistance) 
Ordinance, Chapter 228, new Government 
Bonds to ,be issued to the h olders thereof 
on redemption in lieu of cash, and of the 
introduction of the necessary enabling 
legislation. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

The COLONIAL TREASURER 
notice of the introduction and 
reading of the following Bills:-

gave 
first 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to 
make provision for raising in the Colony 
a loan not exceeding five million dollars." 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to 
vary the manner of redeeming .the bonds 
issued under t he Churches (Financial 
Assistance) Ordinance; to authorise the 
~ssue of debentures to certain religious 
Bodies; and for matters connected there
with." 

O1:DBH OF 'l'HE DAY. 

APPROPRIATION BILL, 1945. 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to app1'e1~ 
priate the supplies granted in the cur
r ent session of tJ1e Legislative Coun
cil.'' 

T he COLONIAL TREA1SURER: This 
Bill, as Members are aware, 
is the formal act of the Legislature in 

1 
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recoi-cli11g its san ction of the appro
priation from the amrnal revenue and 
other resources of the Colony, of sup
plies w.hich haYe been passed in the 
Estimates for 1.he year ancl not provided 
for by statuto1·y law. The total amount 
involved is $11,264,096, and the items 
are liHtcd in the Rchcclulc. I formnll.Y 
move that the Bill be read a second 
time. 

The COLONIAL SECRET ARY se
conded. 

'L'he Com1cil r<>solved itself into 
Comrnit1t>C aml con,-idc1·C'cl the Bill 
clause 1,y clau:-;e without di:-;cussio11. 

'fhe Council 1·esumecl. 

'l'he COLOXIAL THEASURER: l 
a;;k ka,·e of the (.'ou11cil to move the 
tliircl rrnfling of the Bill which is not 
contentious. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY sf;• 
conded. 

Ques1.ion put, an<l agreed to. 

Bill read the third time and passed. 

F'IREARMS ( AMENDMENT) BILL, 1945. 

The AT'l'ORNEY-GENERAL: 1 
1110 \'l' that the followil1g Bill be read 
the fil-:-;i time:_ 

A Bill inti tuled "An Ordinance to 
amend the Firearms Ordinance, 1940, by 
providing for the disposal of firearms and 
ammunition voluntarily surrendered to 
the Police Force." 

l\fr. J. A. LUCKHOO seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill rnad the fi.i-st time. 

IMPROVEMENTS IN CHRISTIANBURG-
WISMAR DISTRICT. 

'l'he COLONIAL 'l'UEASUREH: I 
lwg to move: __ 

That, with reference to Governor's 
Message No. 31 of the 27th of March, 
1945, this Council approves of the cost 
of the works being met from public funds 
and undertakes to provide the sul;ll 
required on supplementary estimate for 
the current year. 

'l'J1e motion i-efcrs to the. proposal 
tlrn t a :-;mn of $:?li,000 should be pro
vided ou supple111entnry estimate in 
onler to meet the cos t of imp1•ovement:s 
iu the urainage ancl living co11dit io11:-; 
of thL· Ulu·i:;tianburg·_ ,visruar Couuti·.{ ' · 
D i:;trirt. 'l'hc )lc:;::mge deals with tl· .. c 
matte1· in :-;orue detail, aucl aU that is 
necessa 1·y for me to do is to remi' ud 
]1011. Meml>e1·s that it is rather , ;lll 
impot-tant plate. lt :;tand:s 'opposite th .e 
bauxite tt'nitor_y ancl therefore the con-~ 
ti-a,-t whith 11m,· a ppenrs of the very 
unsatisfactory t<mcl iliom; on the west 
;;idr of the 1·i ve1· compared with those 
011 tl1r other :-;ide i:-; most noticeable. 
The Centl'al Bon1·d of Ifrnlth has bee11 
fo1· a long; time presRillll," Go,·emment 
to haYe something done about H, :incl 
i\Icmbt>rs will n 'mc mbP1· that an O1·di-
11ai1cr was paRi-ecl in 1!).J2 which pro
vi,1Nl l'or th<' pa rti l ioni ng ,lf this pn rti
rulll r nren. In onlPt' to take> ful l 
adn111tngp of the work of Jlal'titioning 
it ii;; 11creRRarr that a romdclcrab1e 
am01mt of rlrail1agP workR and renlign
rnr11t of roadi-, aml r <••:t 1lotmp11t of 
lotR Rl1ould tnke place. 'I'hr cost i8 
far nnd awa:, above tlw rapnrity of 
tlrn T,oral Autlior"ity to meet~ nncl we 
tl1ii1k tlrnt n motion tl1at rrn11lir fnndR 
should provide the cost will commend 
iti::elf to l\fpmhers of tllis ('ounril. 

Details of the cost are shown in 
paragraph 4 of the ::.\lessage. They 
include the eonsti-uction of reinforced 
concrete slni<:es, ln·idgcs and culverts 
to eontrol the creek wate~·, $18,300; 
making small t•arth l'Oacls in accordance 
with the Partition Offic~1_.s report, 
$2,52'1; the payment of compenRation 
to owners of l1011scs on the Govermnent 
reserves, $2,600; and contigencies, 
$2,342, making a total of $25,766. That 

:r. 
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i s the capital cost intemlecl to be 
provided as a grant from public funds, 
lmi the Locn l Anthoi-i Ly will meet the 
mmunl cost of ma intt•1w11ce, wl1irlt is 

estinrn te<l :ii $il3:i. Tf Council app1-o\'es 
of tl1e motion I slrnll put tl1e a11101rnt. 
on ~11ppleme11t:n.,· ef:tinrn te nt nn ea 1·lr 
rlnie. I l101w the motio11 will' c0111me1Hl 
itself to ilie f'o1mcil. 

The COLONIAL SECRET ARY se
conded. 

Q11N,tio11 put, nnd ~greed to. 
Motion carried. 

RECONSTRUCTION OF BISHOPS' HIGH 
SCHOOL. 

The ('01,0NI.U, RECHE 'L'ARY: I 
beg to moYe:_ 

That. with reference to Governor's 
Message No. 32 elated the 29th or 

March, 1945, this Council approves or 
t he revised •proposals regarding the 
acquisition, rebuilding, and equipping 
of the Bishops' High School for Girh at 
a total cost $127,436 as se.t out in that 
Message, and undertakes to vote thP. 
necessary funds as r eq·uired from time 
to -time. 

I think .:.\le111be1·:; 11·.i,ll agree that 
the fiuancial commitment:; lune bceu 
deai-ly :set out in You r Excelle11cy':; 
Message, but I think further explana
tion to .:.\Iemb(•t·:; i:s llesirnblc on the 
structure of the 11ew building aml the 
i-ea:so11 fol' t lte nclditional cost. It will 
be seen tllat. the1·c wirl lJe an alMit ional 
cost to this Government of sPme 
$32,615. The cost of obtaining the land 
remains constant, but in t he three years 
which lune elanscd ~ill("<' tl1e p1·opo
sal was first considered, the cost of 
building material has increased, :i.nd 
the final plans which have now been 
approved by the Com;ptl·olkr for 
Devrlopme11t rrnd , Vrlfare. tlie Bonwl 
of Governors, and the Director of 
Pnbl i<' vVork,;, provirle for certain 
imp1·oveme11ts 011 th,. orig·i11:il <lesig-11 
which will coia:t n little more, · narti
<'llla rly i11 ro1111ertio11 witl1 t l1e la horn-

toi-y a1t<l othe1· facilities fol' s pecialist 
trn ining-. 

The new building will be ' 'L'' shaped 
and of three storeys, which will ·pro
ridc the I.Je:st pos:sil.Jle rn11tilatiou under 
a new system which has received appro
Yal where it ha,,; bL'l'H installed clsc
wltere. l<'l'C8h a it· will IJc lilkl'll iu at 
the bottom of the rooms and the 
exhausted air will go out at the top. 
'l'hal, iu :-;implc lauguage, l:,; the new 
system. 'rhcl'C will IJe eonti1mous 
lighting by glass all along the top 
of the cla:ss rooms. Thcl'c will l.Jc three 
staircases provided, so that the·re will 
Le n 111plc eg-i-es:-; from tl,r lmilcling if 
a fil'e sl1onld lake plac-c nt l"lll,Y point. 
'.l'he entr:rn c-e hall will provide a porch 
so t l1at motoi- cars nnd vi,;itors who 
will 1.rn into 1hr ma i11 r ntra11rc from 
Mu,rnty Street will be able to drive 

0

u11der t he pon·h in cnse of rni.11, whicl1 
will be a great convenience as compare<l 
\\'ith the p1·esent Yrry 11 11attrnctive n111l 
rliffi<·nlt e11h-a11re to tl1e school. Tl1e 
existing Pan-_,· Ha 11 will be part of 
the 11ew buildinJ nncl will he moved. 
TJ1 is work will l•e 1111 r1ertaken 
tomorrow as soon as the school break<; 
np, a11cl 'it is l10ped tlrnt tl1e remon1 l 
of the Pa1Ty Hnll will l·c completed 
dm·il1g the holiclnyf:. 

The prese.1Jt l.Jn il<ling houses 208 
girls: the new hu i !ding will accomrno 
date 400, with 14 standard class-room:i 
a11d e ight specinl i,;t 1·001118. The class
rooms will be 24 x 24 ft. each, anc! 
will :ircomrnocla1c :10 pupi ls. giving 20 
square feet to each pupil. I ha ve the 
plmis l1ere m1cl nl,;o a mas,; of docu
ments. If Members would like to know 
more a bout the new lmikling- I wonli) 
be glad to show them. I can alsr. 
g ive them an accurate account of the 
reason for the delay which is, briefly, 
that the plans were a lways being sent 
backwards and forwards between this 
country and Barbados before final 
agreement could be reached. That 
agreement has now been reached by 
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every possible authority concerned with 
the school. They a,re all very plea,;ed 
with the new plans. I am confident 
that the new school will be a credit to 
the Colony. The Governing Body, the 
staff, and the parents have been suffP.r
ing this delay in the building of a new 
school with a very great degree of 
patience. The existing building is 
really tumbling down. I do ask ho11. 
Members to pass this motion today and 
approve of the amount involved. I 
forma1ly move the motion. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER se
conded. 

Mr. J ACOB: I would like to take 
this opportunity' to say that J think 
the public looks forward with great 
interest to the construction of the new 
building, because it will accommodute 
double the number of pupils in the 
existing building. As a matter of fact 
I know that a large number of pupils 
are desirous of finding accommodation 
at the Bishops' High School, and I think 
Government should expedite as much 
as possible the construction -of the new 
building. I anticipate that Govern
ment will have to ,provide accommodation 
for another 200 pupils within a very 
short time, and it is to be hoped ~hat 
when the n~w building is constructed 
additions could be made to it at very 
little expense and inconvenience, and 
maybe without much structural altera
tion. 

A good many people, particularly 
the pai-ents of pupils at B.H.S., ar'.l 
most anxious to see that provision is 
made, but I think the difficulty is that 
Regulations have not yet been prepared 
for the granting of a separate Guiana 
Scholarshi,p for girls. I think the 
t ime is overdue when boys and girls 
should be treated alike. · In my opia
ion girls should have preferential treat
ment, and I am hoping that, as has 
been promised during the last annual 
session, provision will be made on 
supplementary estimate this year for 
a scholarship for girls, so that if any 
of the g irls who are taking the Highe_r 
School Certificate examination this 

yea1· come up to scholarship standard 
provision would be made for them to 
be awarded scholarships next year. I 
think the Chairman of the Advisory 
Committee on Education will support 
me in tha,; plea because the Education 
Committee recommended early in 1 D44 
that money should be voted on the 1945 
Estimates for an additional soholarship 
for girls, but since it was not fouml 
possible to do it then I can see no diffi
culty in doing it now. eveh at the 
annual session this year, so that next 
year the money would be a\'.ailable. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Motion carried. 

The PRESIDENT : I understood 
from the hon. Nominated Member, Mr. 
Edun, that he would prefer not to take 
his motion until the Chairrr{an of the 
Public Works Advisory Committee is 
here. I understand that that is still 
his wish. We can therefore, with the 
ag1·eement of Members, ask tl1e 
Attorney-General to proceed with the 
other stages of the Firearms Bill. I 
presume that will need a suspension of 
the Standing Orders. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: No, 
Sll'. 

FIREARMS ( AMENDMENT) BILL, 1945. 

A Bill intituled "An O~·clinance to 
amend the Firearms Ordinance, 1940, by 
providing for the disposal of ~irearms and 
ammunition voluntary suq-endere d to 
the Police Force." 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
reason for the Bill is that the Police 
Force of the Colony hav~ in thefr 
possession a considerable number of 
firearms which have comei into their 
po1<se1:;sion in various ways. The Fire
arms Ordinance provides what is to 
happen to firearms which come into the 
hands of the Police by Order of a com
petent Court or by seizure, but the fire
arms _I am talking about have all come 
into the possession of the Police by 
means other than those two, and there 
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is no -prov1s1on in the law for their 
disposal. Unless this Council makes 
some provision they will keep piling u:, 
from year to yea l". and we shall not 
know what to do with them. This Bill 
asks that the Governor in Council be 
permitted to make Regulations to deal 
with them. The reason why it is sug
gested that it should be done that way 
is that f irearm,; differ so greatly among 
tht>mselves. A great numbe:· of them are 
curious, ancient. antique. old weapons 
for which the original owners do 1rnt 
want to pay any more licence fees. The 
most dangerou,- ones in fixing it ia 
proposed to destroy. 1)n the ether 
hand some of them are quite useful 
and, therefore, we should make no fixed 
provision in t his Bill as to how v,e 
should get rid of them. All we arc 
asking is that the Governor in Council 
be empowered to deal with them as 
they deem fit-the holding of private 
or public auction sales. or by some other 
means at their rlisposal. I beg to 
move that the Bill be read a second 
time. 

Mr. WOOLFORD seconded. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: I would 
just like to ask the hon. the Attomey
Gene·ral who said about a sale at public 
auction. if it can be sold by a licensed 
auctioneer. The Ordinance prohibits 
a sale of that description through a 
licensed auctioneer. As a matter C'f 
fact. I had considerable trouble ove;.- a 
similar matter. I think it is the beat 
meth0d of getting- a price, but I had to 
withdraw from a sale a very valuable 
firearm. I do not see how you can call 
for tenders. I would like the hon. th~ 
Attorney-General to explain t hat when 
he says "sale at public auction.'' 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: The 
hon. Member is quite correct. It was 
a slip of the tongue. I meant by 
tender so as to get the hig-hest price 
possible. I thank the hon. Member for 
reminding me. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I think 
one of the difficulties· in the Firearms 
Ordinance is that no provis ion has been 

made for anyone, who may not wish to 
use his gun immediately. to leave his 
gun in police custody ,for a year or two 
and then on obtaining a licence seem·•~ 
its release. T anticipate I may be tokl 
that. some arrangement can be made 
with a registered licensed dealer in 
firearms. Most of the people who us'? 
firearms may not be able to get in touch 
with a licensed dealer in firearm;;. 
Scme provisinn should be made in the 
principal Ordinance whereby the Police 
can exact a fee fo r keeping one's gun 
during such period that nne does not 
desire to have a licence. At any future 
time that he desires to have a gun 
licence he can go and take delivery from 
the Police. Most of the guns surrend
ered to the Police, the owners had no 
immediate use fer them but probably 
they might have use for them a year 
or two later. I think it. is ve1·y ha1·d 
on such persons that the Ordin~nce 
should lack such a provis ion. 

Mr. JACOB: I think there is some
thing more in this matter. Accord
ing to the present law you are nut 
allowed to keep a gun at all except you 
have it licensed and regi3tered. Some 
pecple have found it so difficult lo 
obtain ammunition that they cannot rlo 
otherwise t han leave their guns at the 
P olice Station. I do not call that 
''voluntary surrender;" they are com
pelled by law to do so. In some cases 
some people are not given a licence
they are prevented frcm taking out a 
licence by some regulation-and I thin;, 
Government ought to take care; mayl'Je 
it is for security reas·ons at the present 
time and it is well to have these guns 
locked up at some particulat· place and 
that most of these firearms are not 
destroyed. I do not think it is necess
ary. I think the time is not fa.r 
distant when it will be unnecessary to 
have all these guns locked up. I was 
told that firearms have been destroyed 
recently at a particular Police Station ; 
a hole was dug and they were buried 
therein. I do not know if it is trne 
but I was told so. This Bill, it wonld 
appear, is in respect of action already 
taken. Government is now trying to 
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get authority for what had been done. 
I was told that serviceable guns which 
people had surrendered at a Police 
Station on the West Coast, Demerara, 
were cut up and buried on the grounds 
of the Station. Whether that is true 
or not I do not know. I think it is 
well for Government to know that. 

I think these guns are valuable. 
They may not be to some people, unt 
to those who have cause to go into the 
interior t hey are valuable. A gun is 
a means of protection in addition to 
being valuable to them. I suggest 
that care should be taken not to destroy 
-serviceable firearms. Certain regula
tions should be made to return them t o 
their owners when it is possible for 
them to get ammunition. If the original 
owner is unable to use a gun, not 
being a fit person. then it should he 
given to some other person who can 
nave the use of a firearm. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : The 
hon. Member for Western Berbice sug
gests that the Police should be com
pP.lled by means of Regulations or a 
change in the Ordinance to take charge 
of firearms handed in to them by mem
bers of the public on payment of a 
small fee. That is an obligation put 
-on the Police in all tropical countries 
including this one,-to keep a firearm 
himself . Proper attention, oiling and 
cleaning are requi,red and that takes 
time and labour, and the P olice at the 
oresent moment are complaining of 
being short-handed. We want no 
more duty thrown on t.he Police which 
·will take t1me and labour in its per
formance. Another objection is, that 
the holder of such weapon is respon
s ible for its safe custody, and it is not 
intended that the P olice should be sad
dled with such responsibility. If 
~ou agree to that suggestion in the 
case of a rifle, where is it going to end'? 
Why not take my motor car into Police 
custody if I go on leave'! Why not 
take my typewrit er if I do not want 
the immediate use of it? It is the 
thin edge of the wedge. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS : One {'.an 

leave his typewriter or his motor car 
ori his premises but he cannot do so 
with firearms. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL : I 
cannot follow why you: cannot leave 
your rifle in the house. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: You must 
have a licence for it. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Natur
ally. I am afraid I cannot accept 
responsibility for the Police takin.it 
care of these rifles for people. As 
regards the remarks of the hon. Mem
ber for Nor th-Western District, he said 
he knew of an instance where firearms 
had been already destroyed ~nd buried. 
As far as I am concerned, that may 
or may not be so. I have no knnwledge 
of that. and certainly it is not that 
incident ·which has brought this mattet· 
forward to be dealt with. Actually 
the Commissionel' of Police asked fol' 
a Board to be appointed to examine 
these guns. That is how t he whole 
matter came up. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the second t ime. 

The Council resolved itself into 
Committee and considered the Bill 
clause by cla use without arµendment. 

The Council resumed. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: .I 
move that the Bill be read a third time 
and passed. 

Mr . WOOLFORD seronclecl. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the third ti~e and 
passed. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT l NQUIRY 

The PRESJ;DENT: We have no 
other business on the Order of the Day, 
unless the hon. the Sixth Nominated 

, 
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Member cares to have his motion 
considered. Does the hon. Member 
agree to our taking his motion'? 

Mr. EDUN : I just want to point 
out that this motion was ta,blecl a con
siderable length of time. I am ver:v 
much concerned a:bcut the second 
resolution of the motion-the appoint
ment 1of a Vi,g ilance Committee-and 
I want the Chairman of the Advisory 
Committee of the Department to be 
here. . Therefore, I say I cannot take 
it now. 

The PRESIDENT: I have sug
gested to the hon. Treasurer that wn 
might take the motions mentioned in 
the First Schedule, but he has explained 
to me that the two motions and the 
Bills go together and they a,re of 
such financia.I importance that Mem
be-rs should have at least one week's 
notice before we take those motions. 
Is there any other 'business Member'? 
care to speak about? 

MR. CRITCHLOW THANKS GOVERNMENT 

Mr. CRITiCHLOW: I must t hank 
the Government sincerely for the 
assistance it gave me through its letter 
of introduction. Everywhere I went 
prio-r ity passage was afforded me :md I 
was well attended to. Among the 
matters discussed at the Conference 
were matters affecting laibour, and the 
improvement cf conditions in the· Col
onies was discussed with Members of 
Parliament of the Conservative and 
other Parties who took a keen interest 
in the discussion. I was invited to 
s,peak at several places on the conditions 
in our Colony. Even Sugar was touched 
on in the discussions. The only 
unfortunate incident was at Trinidad 
where the Immigration Officer told me 
I was not allowed to land. I showed 
him the lette1i this Government had 
given me, and I was surprised when he 
said to me after reading it "This let~er 
cannot help you.'' He then asked me 
if I would protest against the treat
ment meted out to me, and I said ''Cer
ta.inly; • I would like someone to take 
the Jetter to the Colonial Secretary and 
see if I can be allowed to land." That 

was done and I was told that the Gov
ernment would send a reply in the after
noon, but before mid-day I got a reply. 
J considered it an insult to this Gov
ernment. I ·had tried to Jive up to 
the expectations of the letter given me 
by this Government and was very glad 
when the reply came that I could land. 
I sincerely thank Your Excellency fo1· 
the assistance given mf' 1)11 my mission 
abroad. 

The PRESIDENT: We are ver y 
grateful to the hon. Member for the 
information he has given us. 

THE •·ARGOSY'' AND THE 

TOWN PLANNING SCI-l'EME 

M~·- PERCY C. WIGHT: In Yom· 
Excellency';-; opening remarks you 
referred to the Town Planning Scheme. 
I understood you to say definitely that 
those wh0 had suffered in the fire were 
a.sked to attend a meeting. I want to 
make it ·perfectly clear that as Chair
man of the Arg0sy Company I knew 
nothing about it. I do not belong to 
the Chamber of Commerce and I have 
no use for it. This is the first intima
tion I have of the meeting. I war;t 
you to understand, sir, that as an 
individual you have done everything 
you can to assist the Argosy Company 
personally. but as regards the Tow:: 
Planning Scheme I know nothing about 
it. I heard nothing about it. I was 
treated with the courtesy of meeting the 
Town Planner on one occasion private-
ly, and he showed me several plans he 
had to complete. I happened to have 
been out of town for four or five days 
after that and so I knew nothing more. 
J would like to know as regards this 
meeting whether t he Argosy was repre
sented because the Argosy were the 
biggest losers in that fire. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER·: I 
think the Government is the biggest 
loser. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT : The 
Government is wealthy. I am not 
such a wealthy man to afford the loss 
of the good deal of my capital that has 

-
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gone. Can you tell me whether a 
,representative of the Argosy was at 
that meeting? 

The PRESIDENT : No representa
tive of the A1·gosy was there. I may 
explain that, my own action in this 
matter was purely on the spur of the 
moment. I had spoken with the Mayor 
on the prP,vious night. I telephoned 
the President of the Chamber of Com
merce suggesting to him to come to 
my office with his Vice-Pre!'<ident. H e 
then asked me later in the morning if 
he could bring along certain represen
tatives of burnt-out firms and I said 
' 'Yes." I am afraid I did not go into 
the details as to who they were. I left 
that entirely to him. I am sorry no 
representative of the Argosy should 
have been at the meeting. He r.er
tainly would have been there if it had 
been brought to my notice. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: I hope it 
is understood that I am not attributing 
anything to your method of dealing 
with thP. matter. I only want to know 
about it. I know what Your Excellency 
has done for which I publicly thank 

~ 

you. Perhaps you may be able to tell 
me whether I can see you and find out 
what is planned. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
E1uggest that the hon. Member ask the 
Hon. C. V. Wight. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: My rela
tives do not come into my business. I 
allow them to carry on in their own 
way, and I carry on in my own way. 

The PRESIDENT: I have put the 
immediate responsibility ori the hon. 
Member f.or Western Essequibo a::; 
Chairman of the Zoning Committee to 
consult everyone concerned, and I hope 
he will realise that the hon. Member i:; 
also concerned. 

I do not think it is aµy use our 
meeting tomorrow. I do not anticipate 
the Chairman of the Advisory Com
mittee to be out in time. I therefore 
adjourn Council to next Thursday pro
visionally at 2 p.m. 

The Council adjourned until 2 p.m. 
on Thursday, 13th April, 1945. 
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