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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Friday, 12th December, 1941. 

The Council met at 10,30 a.m., pursuant 
to adjournment, His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir Gordon Lethem, K.C.M.G., 
President, in the Chair. 

'• 

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr. G. 

_ _D. Owen, C,M.G.· 

The Hon. the Attorney-Genei·al, Mr. E. 
0. Pretheroe, M.C., K.C.

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.B. (Nominated
Unofficial Membe1·). 

The Hon. J, S. Dash, Director of Agri
culture. 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C. (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon. E. F. Mc David, M.B.E., 
Colonial Treasurer, 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E. 
(Nominated Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. W. A. D'Andrade, O.B.E., 
Comptroller of Customs. 

The Hon. B. R. Wood, Conservator of 
Forests. 

'Ihe Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E., 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. ,J. I. de Aguiar (Centrn.l Dem 
erara). 

. The Hon. Jung Bahadu1· Singh (Dem
·erara-Essequebo ). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western Ber
bice).

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E. (George
town South). 

'Ihe Hon. H. C. Humphrys, K.C., 
(Eastern Demerara ). 

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

• The Hon. C, R. Jacob (North-Western
District).

The Hon. J. W, Jackson fN ominatecl 
trnolncial Member), 

' 

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. C. V, Wight (Western 
Essequebo ). 

MINUTES, 
The minutes of the m1;1eting of the 

Council held on the 11th December, 19.U, 
as p1'int,ed andcirculated, were confirmed. 

ORDER OF THE DAY, 

ESTIMATES, 1942. 
The Council resolved itself into Com

mittee and resun1ed consideration of the 
estimates of expenditure to be defrayed 
from revenue for the year ending the 31st 
December, 1942. 

AGRlCULTURE. 

Item I-Personal Emoluments, 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS : I desire to 
refer to the rem·u·ks made by the hon. 
Member fol' Cenbral Demernra ( Mr. 
de Agui,11·) yeste1·day with regard to the 
appointment of a Deputy Director of Agri
cultu1·0. When the item was allowed to 
remain on the estimate this yea1· I think 
it was Sir John Waddington who promised 
to enquire into the ma.tter himself, and if 
he found it necess•u·y h� would make an 
appoiutment. However, I obse1·ved that 
the vote was allowecl to lapse and the logi
cal conclusion wa� that on enquiry it was 
found unnecessary to make an appointment 
this year. I h1i.ve not hPard sufficient to 
conviuce me that an 11ppointment for next 
yeal' would be justified. I happen to know 
that there i� a little bit more activity in 
the Department so fa1· as loans to rice 
growers are concerned, but tha.� would not 
justify the appointment of a Deputy Dfrec
tor. Nor would the increased activity in 
the live;,tock industry, for which we will 
get the assitanco of au office1· from the 
Co'oni l Development Committee, justify 
that appoint went. I therefore make the 
same request of You1· Excellency that you 
enquire pc1·sonally into the mRtter and if 
you feel justified in making the appoint
ment I personally shall feel quite eafe in 
leaving the matter in you1· hands. A fu1·
the1· request I will wake is that if Your 
ll:xcelleiic1 decideij thu.e the 11-ppointmenC 
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is nece�sary for next year, extreme Qare 
should be exercised in the selection of the 
officer. 

Mr. AUSTIN: I should like to support 
the inclusion of the item in next year's 
estimate. In the opinion of those interested 
in agriculture the full and energetic duties 
of the Department of .Agriculture have not 
been dnied out fur some consideralile 
time owiog to shortage of the executive 
staff. We find that the Director is com
pelled to remain far too much at his desk 
in Gcorgetl,wn, and unle8s a Deputy is 
appointed this state of affairs will continue. 
In view of the considerable sum of money 
which is likely to be spent next year or,. 
irrigation ltnd drainage and on all agricul
tural pursuits, it is very necessary an:d 
urgent that the Director of Agl'iculture 
should have a Deputy. Apart from the 
desirb bility of the Director travelling more 
about the country it is essential that a 
Deputy should be there, and I stt-ongly 
urge Members of the Council to take a 
long view of this post and record their 
votes in its favour. 

Mr. JACOB: I am sorry I cannot find 
myself in agreement with the last speaker. 
I gathe1· from what he said that there will 
be increasei expenditure in regard to 
irrigation and drainage and the expansion 
of agricultural inclu,tries. If I remember 
correctly, irrigation Ind drainage problems 
are being dealt with hy one or two other 
Department�, and I do not think that 
should be brought into the picture at all. 
The cost t.if those wo1ks is anotl,er sore 
matter, nevertheless 1 do uot iutend to 
raise that now. As regards ti e other 
things the Deputy Direct11r of Agriculture 
is going to dn, I do not k11ow what th, t 
officer did in the past. If I am satisfied 
that a Deputy Director is 11ecessnry-I am 
definitely �atisfied tl,at an appointme11t is 
not necessary for uext year, but probably 
later in the year-when I sec the pro
gramme of what is going to be done I may 
agree to the appointment, but on the 
whole I am �gainst the appointment of 
Deputies. With the Constitutional 
changes we have in view I think Heads c,f 
Dep-artmen'ts wiil be Bt t,heir desks all the 
time. They will not have to be present at 
meetings of this Council aul at 01 her 
places. Therdore we will be able to do 
away with Deputies, I frel that we cannot 
l\ffgrd h 1,t the }>!'eiJant thufl1 ancl until 11,ud 

unless we know exactly what will happen 
next year this appofotmerit shou'd not be 
made. 

I would further recommend ve1·y �trongly 
that if this appointment is to be made 
some officer from one of the West · Indian 
Islands should be brought here. In view 
of. the showing of this Department up to 
the presimt time I am not in favour 
of the holder of any other p()st in the Oe
partment being appointed to this pos·tion. I 
am wrry to have to make Umt &tatement, 
It is not a gE'neral statement I would make 
in regard to every Department, but I am 
defioitely sntisfi, d that the officers of this 
Department have not done enough work lo 
justify promotion withiu the Department. 
If it is the intention to fill thi� post next 
year I strongly recommend that s•>me 
officer from one of the We8t Indian Islands 
should be appointetl. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I presume that the 
Director will give us some idea of what 
the duties of this officer will be. It 
would appea�, for instance, that if the 
Dil'ector of Agricultu1·e happens to be it 

specialist in a particular br,,nch that 
branch rn:ied not neces,arily be 1·epreSi:lnted 
by a specialist officer. Again, if the 
Direl'tor is a specialist in a particula1· 
branch there would be no need to have all 
the specialists which are enumerated fur
ther down in the estimate. J suggest that 
in one or two Departments whe e there are 
Heads and Deputy Heftds and a str'ng of 
technical assistants, there migltt be some 
question that the junior officers are realiy 
doing the work while the Heads are desk 
workers. Special �t otlicers should do 
more field work and not be confined to 
thc;r desks. 

Professor DASH (Direct,r of Agri
culture): Sir, I have listened with a great 
deal of intPl'est to the debate and, as usual, 
have had some difficu' ty in separating r, al 
agricultural criticism from a mass of des
tructive utterances , n the part of certain 
Honournblo Members. My hon. friend oh 
my left remarked that my predecessor 
would not have permitted himself to Le 
q uestioue<l or criticised as I have been. 
Far be it from me ever to adopt an attitude 
of that sorb. I have ne\·et· at any time 
tried to stifle discussion or questioning on 
agricultural matters in thi� Council. I
ougM tu t1dd, however, that it is a.lwo,ys an
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easy thing to criticise ,,n Agricultural 
Department si11ce the average individual 
finds it difficult to appreciate and a�sess the 
large number of com pl' ct ted factor8 which 
affect producti n. Indeed, agricultural 
pt·oblems i11 this Colony are never str,1ight
furward, and even the framing of estimates 
is often rendered extremely difficult by co11-
sido�ations wholly unexpected or abnormal. 

And th it brings me to ask an all
important question: Will hon. Members 
show mo where this extravagant an<l 
excessive sum untler Agriculture is to be 
found in the estima le before us? Sir, in 
spite of cert,iin mis<:cllaueou� expenditure 
now brought under my vote, amounting to 
some $30,000, t-he cost of the Dep:trtment 
is still roughly 2 pet· cent-. of the total 
revenue. And what is this, I ask, in rela
tion to the t ,ta! value of the Colony's agri
cultural production? We are carrying 
out services to-day that the old Depart 
ment never contemplated, nnd we are pay
ing comparatively less for them when all 
t,ho issues are properly assessed. 

Boiled down, however, it rnems to me 
that the real complaint centre, l'ounc:I 
financial ai<l of one kind or another to 
industries other thau sug• r. This, of 
course, is a big quPetion n.nd is it roa�tet· of 
l1igh 6na1?,cial policy. It is uot for me to 

. 11ns,ver, but I will s ,y this : there is not 
a single item or industry mentioned in this 
debate which has not been subjec' ed Io 
close investigation by the Departmeut and 
reported on to Government-the position 
of I he coffee industry nod its problems of 
processing, coconuls, rice, flour milh, local 
preserves, 'Grow More Food' campaign 
and macy others. lf action has not been 
alway� favourable it, is because economic 
and financial obstacles have been encoun
tenid. But has Government not done nnd 
is still doing much that might fall within 
tho category of subsidy, though not dil'ect? 
What about the lat·ge expenditure on re. 
cop.ditioning works and other forms of 
assistance to village agriculture generally, 
the periodic writing off of loan� or rates 
to c!efaulting bodies including Credit 
Banks ? What about cheap, in some ca�es 
practically free, service8 in regard t , seed 
supplies, plant.ing material, u�e of improved 
sires1 special loans, cheap transport, subsidy 
to Pl'Oduce Dep()t and so on ? Added to 
thi�, aft.er l'eadiog the Department's reports 
aµd l!arm Journals, is it fair to say that 
no progl'e�s htls been made? 

Now, sit-, thr: que3tion qf sµitable props 
lias been raised. l have stated that in my 
view sugar and rice must be the main ba:,is 
of our export pl'Oduction, follo,ve:J by 
livestock and its pro·luct:,. That dpef? not 
suggest neglect of crops fur local cou
sumption a� our efforts have clearly sho�vn. 
Sir Frauk Stockcfale aud Mr. Wak,efield 
stl'ongly suppo1·t my couclusions, so th·it if I 
have e,-red [ have done Sf) in good company. 
Incirlentally there wa'! n'.lt a single ref�rence 
in the debate to live3t1Jck aqd all the 
Depal'tment ha'! duue to foster that 
incl ust1·s, 

Ml'. JI\ COB : We al'e ouly discu��in� 
the firnt page of th:) Agl'icuhual estimates 
and liveitock does not appea1· on Lho.t p,tge. 
I reserve my comments. 

Tu£ CHAIRMAN: T11e hon. Member 
has been all•JWed a gl'e:1t de11! of htitude 
in discussing thi� Head, 

Mr. JACOB: I was just; pointing out 
tha.., we will say something about livestock 
on the next page. 

Profossor DASH: I would like Lo refer 
to the subject of my re >rgauization plans 
-Sessional Paper No. 16A/ 1927, paragt·aph
13. I Lhiuk a great de ,I of that tlocuruent
has been rot·gotten and ovcrlol;ed in the
process of tiooe, I do not wish to read
the whole parngrnph, but in that document
will be found a full statement of my vie.vs
iu regard to livest.'>ck policy; what should
be done in regard to 1lllimal hu1bandry1 

forage cropq, s ,me idea of the staff and
some ide,� of wh,1t should be done with the
dreg, of the farm, and so on. I would
dmw the attention of hon. Me·n.be:s to
that pnugrnph and ask them to say
whether it is not the meat and the
marl'ow of the Wakefield reco omenda
tions? What happened ? I proposed to
this Council at the time that I should be
given, to start .with, a sum of $120,000 to
establish and develop a fully requipped
Stock Fa.I'm nod outitations, This Council
turned the pl'opositions down ani we hiwe
g,me on with small inadequate grants ever
since, Nevertheless, we have made some
very useful p1'ogre3s, The Wakefield pro
po�al•,fot• which I have submitted estitnates
to Government, er.i in tho neighbou1·hood
of the sum mentioned abo ·e. Think h�w
much more pl'ogress ::ould have been made
bn.d we listened to my early advice instead
of urging a banana industry.

i 
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There is much the same historv as 
regards drainage and irrigation. Lo"ok at 
pRragrnph 5 of the rnme Sesiional Paper 
and you will see what proposals were made 
for the benefit of the small itgriculturist in 
relation to those questions ;1nd the need 
for help, guidance and assistance in solving 
his problems. I do not wish to take up 
too much of the Council's. time but there 
are one or two point-s in that paragraph 
which perhaps I should quote. It states :-

" ... Indeed, I believe that if tlie future is to be 
faced wiLh any degre e of confidence, on these 
lowlands the drainage question (agriculturally) 
must receive careful study and iuvestigation 
without delay.'' 

I even proposed that we should have a 
properly qualified Agricultural Engineer 
to go into the problem� of the small agri. 
culturist. I ended the paragt·Rph in these 
words:-

,, The whole countr.v's prosperity and progress 
-large and small cultil•ator alike-depend on
efficitlnt dra.inogP, added to which is the
economic use and development for agric11ltural
purposes of the country's water supply."

w'bat happened, sir? The 'Jouncilturn
ed down those proposals. In a recent 
memorandum on agricultur,,l policies I have 
gone further and m,de proposals for dr;iin
age and inigation arrangements in addition 
to those large wNks which you, sir, hitve 
already put before this Council. Whether 
they will be acceptable 01· not I do not 
kno,v. I will add this: absence oi efficient 
drainage and it-rigation on the coshl belt 
increases rather than decreases the work 
of the Department. 'Ihe district staff are 
called upon every yeat· to chaek up dam
age and losses, to provide extra seed, loans, 
and investigate any number of com
plaints. With nop production reasonably 
assured, things wuulJ be diffet·ent. I do 
hope, sir, that when the new schemes are 
inaugurated this Council will assist the 
Depa1 tment in every possible way instead 
of destructively criticising it as some Mem
bers have done iu the debate, 

So much for the general. I must now pass 
on very briefly to one or two specific ques
tions which were asked or raised. I can best 
do that by reforence to some of the points 
which came up or wet·e at least mentioned 
by each individual Member. The first 
speaker \vas the hon. l\ilember for Be1·bice 
River (Mr. Eleazar), I have covered a

good many of the points he raised in my 

general remuks. The hon. Member still 
thinks in the dim pa�t in connection with 
crops. He does not appear tc1 realize that 
cl'Op standar,ls and commercial require
ments have changed and are changing 
almost daily. ·what happened 100 years 
ot· more ago cannot apply at all to d>iy. 
Hf:l reEened , o the question of converting 
certain artides iuto fi,.ur. I have ttlready 
stated that we have given a great deal of 
consideration to it, but that the way bas 
been blocked, perhaps temporarily, by 
econ•Jmic and financial considerations. 
The matter is by 110 means finished; we 
are still exiimining that problem, puticu
larly in relation to the production of 
cassava flour. 

My hon. frienri also touched upon the 
question of Ag1·icullur11l Instructors and 
s11id th,tt the old Department of Agricul
ture bad a large numbor ot Instructors. 
What I found here were a few part-time 
Instructors-mostly retired men-engaged 
on a basis of about one week a month to 
collect statistic•. That is all I found. 
They we e urnally 1·etired men and were 
used for th ,t purp-ise. I am not 
cl'itic'zing the old regime; I am only 
Btating £acts, but the Agricultural �taff, 
strictly speaking, was practically non
exi�tent,, When Mr. Samps••n came to 
this Culony, just about the time I was 
assuming duty, I said to him : " I have 
nevet· yet seen a Department of Agricul
ture so called without an agricultural staff." 
He afterwards WL'Ote in the introduction 
to his Bulletin 011 the Agricultu•a l Out
look of tl,e Colony that I had put my 
finge1· on the weak spot. Hence, when I 
put up recommeodations for strengthening 
the staff of the Depal'tmeut my proposals 
were backe l strongly by Government's 
adviset·s on the other side. 

There is one point I should add hert) fo1· 
the information of those who think a great 
deal of the use of machinery for converting 
a lot of surpluE foodstuffs into human food. 
I would say that while I agree that efforts 
should be mqde in that direction there is a 
vast market here for livestock and live

stock products of every description, and in 
the livestock markets in our neighbouring 
Colonie8, and much of that material which 
is said to go to wa�te-I have never seen 
any going to waste myself-should be fed 
to livestock. Conditions have not been 
better for livestock, yet we are still back-
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ward in accei,t iug advice in that connection. 
I throw it out to hon. Member.a that 
when thfly visit their districts they 
should ut·ge the production of Jives tock of 
every cie$cription-ca' tle, pigs and poultry. 

The next speaker was Lhe hon. Member 
for Demerat·a-Essequebo (Dr. Singh) wlvi 
is not here at present. Be spoke on the 
question of mecha11iz1:d agricullure for the 
small man. That subject has come up in 
thi� Council from ti·.ne to timP., and I thi:ik 
hon. Members pretty well know what the 
position is. I cannot rnysc·lf see any �mall 
agriculturi�t embarking on capital expendi
ture for mechanized equipment. I think 
it would be a good WR,y for such a' small 
agriculi urist to get into bankruptcy. 

My friend the hon. Member for W este; o 
Essequebo (:\1r. C. V. Wight) touched on 
the question of subsidizing products which 
I think I have covered in  my general 
remarks. We do sympathize with those 
views. They are to-day quite natut·ally 
discussed in all agricultural countries of 
the world. We would like to think we 
can do it. I would like to feel that we 
hR.ve the re.ources to do that sort of thing. 
Most countries that are doing it to-day 
have large reserves of funds from sources 
other than agricultural. They have 
mrnufacturing industries from which to 
draw to subsidize agriculture. We may 
have to do it in certain respects, but that 
will have to be considered in due course. 

I have already pointed out what Govern
ment is doing in connection with many of 
these rnatte1·s, and I would stale here thu.t 
local produce is fairly high priced compar
ed with outside, and that is a point that 
will UM'e to be borne in mind. We are all 
seeking, if possible, to reduce the cost of 
living, and that is a factor that must not be 
forgotten-the question of the prices of 
local fvod stuffs. The minute local fooJ, 
stuffs go up iu price the consumers will be 
bound to pay higher prices and will prefor 
to buy imported stuff There must be a 
balance, a long-r,mge view in such matters. 

The hon, Member for Nol'th-Western 
Dis• rict (Mr.Jacob) spoke on almost every• 
thing, out as a mattet· of fact, apart from 
very general destructivecriticisms, there was 
nothing oonstructivo iu his whole speech. 
He made the usual broad, sweeping state
ments, but of cou1·se we all know what to 

expect when the hon. Membu begins to 
speak. 1he question of coffee was raised 
by him and :i.lso by my friend on my left 
(Mr. Woolford). The D•)pat·tment has 
studied that questil•n and Government has 
studied it. We all know pretty well what 
the position is but it is str nge that coffee, 
with its high protection existing a.s it does 
at present, doP.s uot allow the fa1·roers to 
prnfo by that gre t advautage. The pt·ice 
has jumped up, but what is remarkable is 
that the Control Boat·rl h11s imported 
coffee here, and with all the atlditional 
expenditure lws still been able to sell it in 
competition with the locally produced 
coffee. My friend the Comptroller of 
Customs will be a lile to substantiate that. 
Of course that coffee is of a better quality 
too. Cnfortunately we know to our cost 
what is the posit.ion as regartls Liberian 
coffee in the market to-day. It is not 
pos,ible to get a market fot· it however 
good · it is. Surinam k.nows that to her 
cost, tind it is a very difficult propo�ition. 
The question .:if ceofralizing machinery for 
pulping and so on has been examined by 
Government. It is a very difficult matter 
fo1· cultivators to bring berries and raw 
material to some central point and then 
find, when the coffee has been improved in 
appearance, that the price does not suit. 
Suriuam definitely proved that. 

My friend went as usual over the whole 
ground in connection with rice. Most of 
the points he tl'ied to get at wore dealt 
with yesterday afternoon, and I do not wish 
to go over all that grnund. We know that 
the question of rice is important to him 
but we would like to know that he realizes 
all the problems involved and all the facts 
of the case before he makes in this Council 
a number of slatemeuts which he knows 
cannot be substantiated. As far as my 
Dep..rtnH:nt is concerned I think it is fair 
to say that we drew attention-

M1·. JACOB: To a point of order. i do 
not think it is fait· for the hon. Member to 
say that I make shtements which I myself 
know cannot be substantiated. He may 
s,1y that I have made statements which 
have not been substantiated, but I object 
strongly to his making the statement that 
I make statements which I know cannot be 
substantiated. That is accusing me of dis
hon sty of a kind. 

Pi:ofessot· DASH: I was saying, sir, 



r· 

199 Estimates, 194£ 12 DECEMBER, 1941. -Committee 200

that I think it is within the knowl�d e of 
Members c,f the Council tli[l,t the Dep,�rt
ment has fathered the rice industrv in 1 his 
sense. "\Nhen the Depar. ment • mts l'e
organised we were b·irely feeding ourselves 
on rice. Cur expurts were under 2,U00 
tons and high qunlity seed did not ex·st. 
The position with regard to tice vari,·ties 
was chaotic, i,nd we set II bout c • rnestl v 
and seriously to put it r·glit, aud w� 
succeeded quickly. As tho result of the 
Sflcial drive we made, our production in• 
cre.1sed and our export� incri'ased, but we 
have those problems to-day which we are 
stiL far from solving, because the real s ,lu
tion i, still outstanding. I refer to cen
tral milling, and I make bold to say that 
if we liad central mills to-morrow I do not 
believe that we would hear sny criticisms 
whateve1· of the rice industry. That is my 
considered opinion. It ha� been difficult 
in days past to put that over, but better 
days are coming and sooner or h1ter I hope 
we will get central mills, 

The hon. Member for Cenfral Dem
erara (Mr. deAguiar) made some genera,! 
criticbms. I think the mu�t uut�Lalldi11g 
was when he said that the staff of my 
Department was top-heavy. Let us 
examine it, Take the Director and the 
Deputy Dil'ector. In recent times Si1· 
Wilfrid Jackson made a careful enquiry 
into the position and he found th,1t a, va�t 
amount of Committee work and Board 
work fell to the lot of the Director. I 
make bold to say that 50 r,er cent. of ray 
time is taken up in that way. There is 
not a single day or evening when thHe is 
not internal work of the Department which 
I must take home. The hon. Mr. Austin 
made the point quite clearly. I do feel 
that in some 1,f these things I have to be 
tied down too much to my d(8k, but it 
h:1s to be done, There is a v.ist amouut 
of file wotk and reports which have to be 
atj;ended toi and thhi has beell increased 
as the t�sult of the Colonial Deveiopment 
schemes. There is a tremendous volume 
of work passing through my hands as the 
i'esult of thoEe and subsidial'y schemes 
which have bo be gooe into all? ex,1mi□ed 
most carefully in 01•der that well considered 
minutes might be put up fo1· the Governor's 
information, 

Without a Deputy Directo1' of Agri
culture at le,,st 50 peL· cent, of the 
,vork of the Department will have to b,ke 

care of itself. I · mal(e that statement 
absoluteiy convinced of what I am saying. 
I know something about the work of a 
Department of Agriculture, itnd I know 
that uuless ou1· district work in this Culony 
is properly co-ordinated and suµervised 
we shall be \\'asting ll. coosidrrable amount 
of money. Hon. Meinberd do not conceive 
:,ad cannoL conceive the v11st amount of

minor detailed work th t !ms to be ex
ecuted by the disLrict �taff, and much of 

th�t work must be supervised and co
ordinated. Con' rollint:( expenditure is 
mo�t important in tliis Colony, and there 
is a tremendous amount of work of a 
detailed nature which nobody can appreci
�tte except he comes to the office and 
understands what i� go·ng on. In one 
year alone I opened 500 fil,-s in my own 
office. 

Tl1en there is the Entomologist who is 
very necessary as _there are a plenty of 
insects to c ,ntl'ol. We have a solitary 
Veterillary Surgeon to cover the whole 
coastal belt and the whole of the livestock 
activities in the Rupununi, the Berbice 
river and goodness know8 where else-one 
Veterinary Surgeon for the whole of the 
livestock activities of Government. 

We are bound to haYe a Chemist to 
examine our soils and to work out some of 
the problems which I have indicated. We 
arc agreed that a Botanist and Plant Pa
thologist is not necessary now in this 
Colony. We have investigated the plant 
disea8es and know what they are, and 
unless there is some outbreak of new 
disea�e I do not think we need rnch an 
officer. I lmve put that up to Mr. Wake
field aud he has examined the position in 
the same way as he has examined that of 
the lJeputy Director of Agriculture, He 
agreed that the post of l.Jeputy Director 
should lie filled and the post of Pl�nt 
Pathologist should be abolishetl. 

The hon. Member asked what are the 
duties of a Curntor? A Curator actually 
and in fact must be a Botanist. If we do 
not call him by that name we shall have 
to pay more. 1'he1•e is an old institution 
e;:itablished and maintained for a Jong time 
by a very worthy officer of the Govern
ment. I refer to the late Mr, Jenman 
who was held in the highest repute by 
institutions abroad, and unless we have a 
Curator with the necessa1·y knowledge to 
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maintain that Heriarium, add to ·· its 
collections and exchange with similar 
institutions in other parts of the world, 
that very valuable work would lapse iuto a 
l:ackwu.rd state. There is a large amount 
of correspondence in that connection 
which I have nat been ahle to deo,l with. 
\Ve ar� in trnch with all the best known 
Herbariums, and it is a ,,ery valuable o.sset 
to the Colony. Plant propagati;>n and 
nursery wo1·k will be in tho charge of tho 
Curator. 'The supervision of the Botanic 
Gardens and the labour in connection with 
it will nlso form part of his tlut ics. I 
think that explains to tho hon. �\ember 
wh1t the duties of the Curator will be. 

Then thero is the Sugar Agronomist and 
Plant Bree<ler towards whom Govemmout 
receives a contribution from the Sug-tt· 
Producers' Association. Thel'6 are four 
Agricultural Superintendent� whose ap
pointments we were absolutely in need of. 
We have an Agricultural Economist who 
has dune valuitblc work in ca•rving out 
agricultural surveys, but that is· not his 
only job. Ho is al�o the Agricultural 
Officer for the East Bunk dist,l'ict, editol' 
of the publfo, tion of tl,e Departmrnt, 
Cha.irruan e,f the Georgetown Co-operative 
Credit Bank, an<l Secretary of the Bee
keepers' Asociasion. \Ve have an A�si�tant 
Chemist who is aho very neces�ary. '!'he 
Chemist is now on leave and his as�ist.ant 
is acting. The question of leave plays a 
ve1·y important part. 

The hon. Member wants to know where 
the a gricultul'al Instructors are going to 
be p stcd. I think it is a uit too soon to 
say, but they will all be located in I he 
various districts. We are all'eadv short of 
Agricultural Inst, uctors. 1\1 r. \Vakefield 
said th,it in hi:s opinion !'ach Agricultur11l 
�uper_intendcnt o·,ght to have at len.,t six 
of those Inst, uctors under liim. We recom
mended that 12 be n ppointed at <,nee and 
thRt another 12 be appointed very soon. 
I looked at my e$timate and I found tbat 
b.?" rf acljustme11t I need only Mk for eight 
of them this year, and th·1t is what has 
been put ou the estimate. 

I thi11k I have said enoug!J to answer tl,e 
chai ge of the Department of Agriculturo 
being top-heavy. I plead with hon. Mem
bers to appreciate what has to be done. 
It is a scientific Department after all and, 
8tilln0t Garry 011 without propel' ,;tu.ff, 

Staff is our stock-in-trade. We have no 
goods, but we must have std'f. 

My friend, the hon. Mr. Jackson, made 
a very useful contribution to the debate in 
connection with the Board of Agriculture. 
I am sorry that more members of the 
Board are not in Council to support him. 
In closi11g, sir, I would like to s9.y one 
more word YI ith re'ereace to my friend the 
hon. Member for North-West Distt-icts (Mr. 
Jacob). He made the statement that the 
DeparLrueut has misditected or misapplied 
its energy. He made other statements 
which hon. Membe1·s must know are too 
ridiculous for me to reply to. He said 
that the Colonial Treasurer is not com
petent to be Chairman of the Rice �arket
ing .Board, and that the Dit-ector of Agri
cuJtu, e �-hould be Chairman. Yet he says 
I 11.m practically useless, misdfrecting my 
Department and misapplying my energy. 
What sort of sincerity is that? I have· 
never come up again-t that sort of thing in 
my life. 

Item 2-Deputy Director of Agricul
ture, $4,3'20. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I wish to move the 
delet:on of item 2-Deputy Director of 
Agriculture, $4,320. In the absence of a 

· pronouncement such as the one we had last
year from the PJ esident-thut no steps
will be tak< n to fill the pnst next
year-I feel compelled to · formally
move tliat the item be ,it,)eled. I
would profor, however, to take the same
action as was taken last year if I could
re�ei, e an assurance that the item would
be allowed to remain on the estimate to
be reviewed· again next year, but in view

of tlie pronouncement that steps will be
takeu to fill the post I can do nothing
else than forwally move the deletion of
the it�m.

Mr. JACOB: I beg to eecond that, 

THE CHAIHMAN: I was going to 
�ay that I proposed, unless Members have 
any objectio1!, to take the whole of Part 
l of the estimate which deals with personal.
emoluments, but there is n ,w an amend•
ment that it�m 2 be deleted, I do not
wi$h to speak at length on the motion,
but there are one or two poiats upon which
I think I Bhould make som·e observations.
Firllt of 1111 1 £ WOltlcl like to ijay tha't I

� 

- _., 
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have listened with a great deal of interest 
to the debate, and I have made copious 
notes of a gre,t numbeL' of subjects which 
were particularly drawn to my attention. 
I will deal with them in due course. 

There is one thing that has amazed and 
astonished me about this debate, We have 
had during the year 1941 an examination 
of the agricultural conditions and possible 
cievelopment of this Colony, by a man who 
is probably the best qualified person in the 
world on tropical agricultut'e. I refer to 
Sir Frank Stockdale, and he has with him 
an AdvisOL· in Mr. Wakefield, a man of 
wide experience and ability. I am speaking 
subject to correction, but I do not think 
I heard one reference by Unofficial Mem
bers during the debate to those memoranda 
which have been published, It seems to 
me that there has been a Bible on agri
cultural development laid out in front of 
us, and surely it was on that text that any 
criticism or const, uctive criticism should 
have been baeed. I said when I came 
to the Colony lhat I roust regard myself 
as an executive officer charged with carry
ing out propositions that have been con
sidered and recommended by persons much 
better qualified than myself. There is 
particularly this one of agriculture, and 
failing rlestructive or constructive criticism 
from this representative body I feel my
self bound to carry out or att�mpt to 
cany out as closely as I can the pro
gramme laid down for me. 

I would like to refer to one or two 
matters dealt with in the observations (If 
the hon. Member for Central Demerara 
(Mr. DeAguiar). 'Ihey are not immedi
ately , elevant to this deb te but I t'lke 
this opportunity to mention them. First 
of all he referred to the form of the esti
mates which he �aid had been largely 
altered in recent years as the result of 
directions from the Se�retary of State. If 
I understood him cort'ectly he took excep
tion to the fact that those instructions 
have been OL' had to be followed by this 
Government. I have already expressed 
my degree of sympathy with that, and I 
have myself prntested to the Secretary of 
State two or three years ago against ceL·
tain changes in the fol'm of estimates. 
One of the reasons I put up was that it 
made the estimates less easy to understand 
by the 01•dinary layman and by the Un
offluil\l :Member'3 of Oo\\ncil, At, the sp,me 

time I mu�t also say that thti object with 
which he put forward those proposals was 
one which not even the Mew ber for Cen
tral Demerara would oppose, and that is 
precisely in order to bring the financial 
transactions of Government within the 
purview and direct superv-ision · of the 
Legislali ve Conncil. 

Under the old system they did not so 
appear, or if they did appear at all, they 
did so in certain appendices. I� meant 
th \t those self-balancing accounts of 
G ,vernment did not go 'directly to the 
Legislative Council and did not require 
the direct and specific approval of the 
Council. The Council could, of pourse 
have taken dii-ect action by stopping 
the Governor's salary or something like 
that, but in actual fact they did not 
come before the Council at all, and the 
Secretary c,f State's reform was directed 
towards making that possible. If the hon. 
Member has a better plan then let us hea.r 
it; I have given mine-by carefully dis
criminating thl'oughout our estimates 
between what is a1nually recunent revenue 
and ex• raordinary revenue, and extraordi
nary and capital expenditure and annually 
recurrent expenditure, and that those 
amounts should be shown on both sides a'3 
special or eictraordinRL·y. I have been 
accustomed to that elabol'ation, rnd there 
may be one or t,�o items under this head 
which might have been explained with a 
little note on the right hand side to the 
effect that they were self-balancing items. 
I have snggested my own plan and I 
proFose in next year's estimate to amplify 
it a lit! le more by means of notes and by 
means of that discrimination, but if there 
is another way of doing it I would be per
fectly prepared to d•> so. The object is to 
bring the�e items ...,ithin the purview of the 
Legislative Council, not necessarily in the 
same way as is being done in firnrncing the 
Colonial Development Fund Schemes. 

'l'he hon. Member's reference to ser
vice conditions is analagous. I do not 
know the details, but certain things have 
been decreed by the Secretary of State 
an:l accepted by this Government. I, can
not understand that feeling of irriti1tion. 
It is asked why should our service con
ditioas be subJect to somebody outside? 
You have to take the rough with the_ 
smooth. One of the things I have heard, 
on the moi·e pt•osres�ive side in the Weat 



205 Estimates, 19493 LEG ISL,\ l'IVB COUNCIL. -(,'oinmitte� 206 

Indies, and qui.ta a lot in this colony, is : 
"Why don't we have a common ::!ervice a11d 
more iote, change with thA Wes1 ladies aod 
wi,·h thA re:st of the Colonial Empire?" 
If we want that then we have to have 
conditions of senice common to ali these 
Colonie�. ·u t-his Colony is J?Oing to insist 
on every little detail being subject to this 
Legi�la.ti ve Council, with theinevitable re
�ult that tho�e details are going to differ 
l,etwee11 one C \ouy a11d anothe1·, then 
goodb_re to our unified Service ur ony hope 
of )!CUi11g ou:icen; Frum outside. My point 
is that those det,ii!s are 11ot worth bothel'
i11g Hbout. You will fiu,I whe11 you 
examine it that the am• u"t of saving tlio.t 
you achieve by concli1 inns of your own is 
nothing, except you make the pay so low 
that you cannot get officel's from abroad. 
It is one of t\1ose matters of detail which 
nre not woi·th worrying abour. Tho�e 
1-.enuu·l<s are pu1·ely of a general cliRracter. 
I have not yet, lool<ed into the particular 
point� hon. Members have asked me to 
look inlo. 

I come now to the particu l·, r question of 
th1i appoi11lme111, of a I eputy Dil'fictor of 
,\gl'irnltu1·1'. I hu.ve listened tu the com
ments mnde thar, the Dep:o 1· mf'nt's admin
istration is top-heavy in geDernl and 

'possibly depart.mentally. I hav1i heen far 
100 little i11 the Colnny to know if that is 
�o. J n the first Colony of which 1 wa� 
Governor I did have to say so, and I 
dP.cided to am,il�am11.te some Depitrtments 
"it-h othe .. s, but I did not do it until I 
was satisfi•d th"t it wa.s possible. My fir.-;t 
genet·a I impression is tltat I o.in a good deal 
concerned to si-e that a number of senior 
oftice· s of G .. vernment are kept away· 
from 1,:etting do·• n to their immediate 
jobs by l1avi11g to attend every ki11d 
uf meetlll!!-Board meetings antl com-
111ittee meetings, on w!1i,:h a vast amount 
oft me must lie speut in somewhat de
Fultory cJi.-cussi11ns. Let me give a:i iD· 
stance. The,·e was a cenain proposal 
which I desired to lie followed· up imme
,liatelv I referred to the Colonial 
s .. cret�ry who replied that the otlicers 
concerue.l were going to a meeting on 
tha.t date and wo, e goin!! to ace· tain pl:Lce 
in January. I s:1.id '' '.!.'his is NovemuP.r, 
surely it c:ould be done iD December," but
the ·coloni" 1 S.-cret1uy replied showing
quite successfuliy that those officers could 
uot do it. I hnd to 11,ccept that much 
11gainst my will, 

Now let us take the que3tion of the 
Pepu1 y Dirnctol' of .Agt·iculture. I have 
beeu ai,ked to accept an amendmei,.t for 
the deletion of the item unless I can give 
an assura ... ce that Gover11me11t will not 
pt'oceed with the appointment. Again I 
have to sity that I am hflre as an Axecutive 
office1· t1·yinic to get something d •ne, and 
from what I ha\'e �een of these P'tpers so 
far it i� quite cle:Lr that this appointment 
of 11 Deputy Dire:tor i� one of the thir,gs 
011 which OUI' agricultu1·al schemes, for 
wl1ich we are going to get finance from out.
side, will depend. We have a ve1·y definite 
recommendatiou from the Ag,·icultural 
Advise1·, that the appoiutwent should be 
made. Am I SPriously asked to hold it up 
for anothet· period of months '! That i f; 
what this Colony is suffering f1·om-absence 
of executive action and decision. Am 
T seriously asked to throw overboal'd what 
bas been npproved by my predecessor, by 
8ir Frank 8tockdale, his Agdteultural 
Adviser and by the 8ecreta,·y of State in 
order that I persomilly should have si,c 

months <•1· more to review the position? 
Gent,l1rn1e11, I cannot do it. Tht.1 only 
result of holding up this appointment will 
bH that we holii up all of ou1· 11,gl'icultura\ 
schemes. .L am pel'fcctly cPrtain that will 
he the result and therefore I cannot accept 
that. 

I ha�'e already said tha.t I n.m concel'Ded 
to see the degree to which �enior officers 
1u·e pulled a.w:Ly from ,.heir immedia.te work 
to :ttten,l to this and the othe1· thing, in. 
vol ving extrn work and constant long hours 
of overtime work. I have experienced a 
constant Rtraio to keep up with a. whole 
ma�s of papers. A /!Ood deal of them are 
just sheer rubbish. Ttiey are con,ing to 
mP. c·onstantly and I !,ave to spend hours 
on wme pett_v quarrel whiclt has heen put 
up as !L special t'epl'esentntion to Govern
rne11t. 

Hon. Membel'S will agree that the Agri
cultural [ustructnrs ere necessary. That 
is very strongly stressed by the Comptroller 
tLn•J !ti� Adviser. It is no use making this 
11ppoi11tn,e11t u11\ess ther·c is a sufliciency of 
supervisory officet's to look after the work 
of the Department, If we do not appoint 
a Deputy Director we cannot appoint In
structor�. aud we hold up the schemes for 
anothe1· six months. Fin111ly, I •iould like 
to put on record a few remarks made by 
the fospec1or General of Agriculture in his 
report. la parngnph 20 he states :-
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20. It is important that the vacant post of
Deputy Director bo filled as early as possible. 
A livestock officer will be essential for the 
development of animal husbandry. The junior 
executive staff should be increased by 12 
immediately and 12 more in  the second year. 
A Botanist/Mycologist is not required, but a 
Curator should be appointed for Georgetown 
Gardens an'.! nursery work. 

In paragraph 86 of his N otcs ou Agri
cultural Developrr,ent in Bri1 ish Guiana. 
'Mi·. ,v akefield also sta· es :-

Rn. T am surprised to find only 3 Agricultural 
Instructors on the Department's establishment, 
especially when compared with the 4·t Sanitary 
Inspec:tors of the Medical Department. Each 
Agricultural Superintendent should have at 
least 6 Agricultural Instructors tu assist him ; 
in no other way can the services of the higher 
paid technicnlly trained officers and the results 
of experimentation and agricultural advance 
be extended to the peasantry. Personal contact 
and close fol!O\V•UP is essential if the confidence 
of the peasant-farmer is to be obtained. I 
strongly recommend the early appointment of 
12 Agricultural Instructors and 12 more in the 
second year. It is not essential for such men 
in the first instance to be holders of an agricul
tural diploma: tbey can be tr/lined at the !ive
stock and , ice stations where they should de
monstrate t-heir ability to do with their own 
hands the agricultural methods they will 
be expected to impart to the peasant. They 
should not be placed on the fixed establishment 
until they have pruvcd their suitability in the 
field and especially their power to influence 
and to encourage the peasantry to adopt better 
agricultural methods. 

Agnin in paragrnph 90 Mr. Wakefield 
s�ates :-

90. I consider that the vacant post of Deputy
Director should be filled as early as possible. 
There is a great deal of planning to be done, 
and it is desirable for a senior headquarters 
officer to maintain the closest contact and 
supervision of the field staff and, equally 
important, to meet as frequently as possible 
the Village Committees, Committees of the 
G,-operative Credit Banks, etc., in order to 
keep them informed of the objectivc•s, work and 
policy of the Department and to encourage 
communal effort and outstanding individual 
enterprise. It struck me very forcibly that 
development in British Guiana could only be 
efficiently carried out on a big scale: this was 
the opinion of many of tho planters and traders 
with whom I came into cont:-ict, but the Colony 
cannot expect the Department to carry out its 
pr!lsent programme under the present arrange
ments, let <jlone to prepare or to carry out 
further development work without adequate 
staff. 

I am :,frnid I c:,nnot nccept the amend
ment proposed tlutt item 2 be dele1 ed. 
I feel wyself 1·athe1· bound, without further 
closer examination which would require 
some periocl, to make thi, nppoiutmont 
earh· in l !:142. 

Dr. SINGH: My question may seem 
puel'ile, but will this appointment be 
filled by a qualified pers"u? 

THE UH AIRMAN: That is a. ma'. ter of 
which I ha.ve no immediate knowledge. I 
ciin only say of COUl'se it will. 'l'he appoint
meut will he suhject to the approval of 
the Comptroller aud fina.lly of the Secretary 
of St,,te. It is not an appointment which 
is in my immediate personal power. If 
you have 1111y representatiou� to make 
ahout the qualification b_v all means do SIJ; 
I �!mil be prepared to receive them. 

Dr. SINGH: I woulJ reaHy like 11n 
11ppointr.nent like this to be filled by a fully 
qualified ptrson, not an unqualified pe,son 
who r.nay have experience. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I shall be perfecUy 
prepared to mako that representation. 
According to the procedure (If the Council 
I will put the amendment first-that item 
:.! be delet .. d. 

:Mr. PERCY C. WlGHT: You have 
already said that you cannot accept, the 
amf'ndment. I therefore take it that it 
lrns uecn thrown out. 

THE CHAIRMAN: An amendment ca·n 
be voted upon. "'hat I said was that I 
cannot direct Government to accept it. 

The Committee rlivided on the amend .. 
ment and voted:-

For-l\1e1;s1·s. Pt•er Bacchus and DeAgu·nr 
2. 

Ayainst-M,!ssi·s. C. V. Wight, Mackey, 
Jackson, Jacob, Humphrys, "\,Valc•.>tt 
Gunsulve�, PPl'CY C. ,·vight, D'Andrarle, 
Au�tin, l\.lcD,wiu, ,v oolforJ, Dr. Singh, 
Prnfessor Dash, the Att11rney.Ge11ernl and 
the Colonittl Seeretary-lfi. 

Aruentlment lost. 

Hem pa•sed as pl'iuted. 

Mr. I EAGUIAR: I am asking you, sir, 
to record tl,at the seconde1· voterl against, 
the amendment, which is a reco1d. (laugh
ter). 

TuR CH.A.IR MAN: I think he is entitled 
to do so. 

Item (25) Gn1ding Inspector ($1,440 
to $l,U20 by $120;-$1,920. 
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Mr. JACOB: Y csterdr.y afternoon I 
1·e0e1·ved my comments on a eertain very 
wild statement made here hy one hon. 
Member, and I think I indicated tlrnn that 
I would deal wi 1 h the question of the Rice 
Grading Inspector to-day. I have al w,Lys 
endeavoured to make statements in thi� 
Council which are fairly accurnte arn.1 
reliable, because they go on record anr:1 
are l'efened to from time to time. This 
Council w1ts told yesterday that the Rice 
Marketing Boat'd had made profits and so 
on. I wish to refer to the fact that in 
one half-year there was a loss, and when 
the method of control canie into operation 
.it was based on the fact that the purchase 
price of rice by the Bo.1rd would ensure 
a margin of 40 cents to the grnwer�, and 
the selling price would be fixed by adding 
40 cents, Since then the �rading stand
ards have been altered. 

'l.'aE C HAlRMAN : I must a,;k the Lon. 
Member somehow or other to r-ela te what 
he h,Ls to :;ay t·, the item befurn Lhe 
Council. 

Mr. JACOB: I am referring to item 
25-Grading Inspector I move tlie de
letion of the item. The grading standards
have been _alte,-ed and at, the pre�ont time 
the Boi.Ll'd buys rice ou the cer1 ifi1,;ftt� of 
its own Grnding In�pector. In the past 
there wiLs a teehnieal officer who did Lhe 
gradinj?, and consumers and sellerl:l were 
prefectly satisfied. Of course now and 
then there we!·e grievances. 

Professor DASH: The original grading 
was for the purpo�e of export; it had 
nothing t,o do with local sales.· 

Mr. JACOB: I quite undersland that. 'Ne 
h�d whole gniin Super, Super, Extra No. 1, 
No. 1, No. 2 and No. 3, and cL few others. 
That was when the Bmtrd t.wk over �,nd 
the pureha;e price was Ji,cecl by Defence 
Regulations, and the s,de price a,lso, 
all,l\vin� a umrgin of 40 cents on the hag. 
�i11ce then the very wise and clever .Bo,trd 
has chan�ed thnl:le standards. ] t is oow 
buying from the producers those gm.Jes I 
have enumenited, togethet· with au Ex ra 
.No. 2, but it is sellin_!( to the consumer as 
Grade A and B. I have been able to 
figure that the profit uow being made by 
the Board on tho�e grade�, as shown by 
the public·ition made recently, is at 
leMt 80 cents pet" bag by tha.t shuffiin� 

-"---

with the rice, or by blending operntions. 
It is extrnmdy diliicult to fi11d out 
exactly wli<tt i� the purcl1ase price and 
sale price of riee by the Board as the 
result of those standards being changed. 
That has caused ,L great de,Ll of discontent 
throughout the Colony, and if I say that 
the Board receives numerous compl:-iints 
every day 1 would not be exaggernting · 
the pnsi tion. I know that has been one 
of the serious cau8es of 1,;riticism aud 
reprc8e11tation anrl the causo of tho 
lowered produe;tion of ric;e. 

1 rlu not want to take up too much time 
on rice, but I was amazed by the statement 
made by the hon. Member fo1· Central 
Demerara (Mr. DeAguiar) about evil 
propaganda OL' �uhversi l'e propaganda. I 
do not know if J understood the Chair
m�n of tl1e .Bo::a·d correetly, but when I 
made reference to his statement about 
subver�i ve propagantla he confirmed it  
yesterday. [ should like to lrnve that 
stated very clearl_y. ,virnt is the po8itiou 
in the constitutnc_y of my hon. friend, the 
Member for Central Demer�ra? I know 
there were 17 rice mills between Kitty 
.Lnd Buxton, hut to-da.y there are only 10, 
and a. few of them ar,· likely to go ouL. If 
my friend is satisfied th.Lt there has beeu 
subversive 01· evil propagauch between 
Kitty an·I T:htxtou, Iii� own 1,;onstir.uency, 
I 1,hould like him to give direct evidence 
to this Couneil or to Governmeut in writ
in�. I am 8atisfie<l that those seven riee 
mills have gone out "of existence because of 
discontent caused by tl!e various methods 
of control adopted by the Goveiwnent 
siuce 1933. Two of my uncles had rico 
mill� in that area "nd they ha\'e sold oe 
disnmntled the111 for that vc1·y reason, a.nrl 
I know why the others have given up their 
mills. lf my friend can give Government 
evidence th, t subversive propag,tud,t or 
cwil pl'Opagauda ha� been responsible for 
the clo5in_!( of Lhose mill� theu I think 
Governmeut will have somethi11g to work 
011. I welco1ue the ide,t that Government
should work on tltii1gs like that, but I
detest the at.ti�ude of making statements
here whid1 are like Ll1e betrnyal of our
Lord J esuB Christ, which was doue by J. [. 

-Judas Iscariot.

Reference has been made to the
Rice Association and other things. I 
wa5 President of the Rice Associa
tion in 1935 aud 1936. That, ABsoci&• 
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tiou endea.vuured Lo do evorything possible 
to co-operate wit.h this Gov1:rome11t 
but it cou'd get nothing done, and it 
went out of exi�tence. ,vhy? There 
was a Hice Prnducers' Advis ry Com
miUcc recf'ntly formed lty Gov ·1·nmP.11t. 
Has Government accepted 1he arlviue 
of that Committee or the advice of t,he 
majnri1y , f that ComUlittec? Govern
meut ha:; not; aud I am thinking seriou�ly 
that 1 hem are" fifth coluU1ai:;ts" at w,,rk 
iu tl,is colony. I wish to refer Your 
Excel I ency to page 84 of the deb,Ltes in 
thi':! Council on the 5th December, 1940, 
in which I i_m;d :-

" ... I feel, sir, th·•t the industry as controlled 
now-let me make it perfectly clear that I 
um not against control but I am against control 
of the kind that you have now-is not properly 
managed.'' 

The Col ·nial Trea.surer, tl1e Ch,tirtn·,u 
of the Board, selected about a dozen w ,rd!! 
later in the dehate and tried lo convince 
Yout· Excellency that] am againr,t control. 
I am sorry tu have to �,Ly this : I ,t<ked 
for an i11t.,rview with Sir Frank l::;tockdale. 
�11', Wakefield ,rnd Mr Ramrnoncl, ,Luci 
irumediatciy as I approauheLl Sir Frnok 
Stockdale he s;iid: "I 1111) ve•·�, busy, t c,u1 
only give you l 'l minul,eH." I said " T 
have document.vy 1•\·idenc,, tc, put befure 
you and I would like t11 engage _v1111 for a 
little lc,uger Lhan that. " Tmmediau•ly I 
opem1d uiy mouth he said: "I ttnder,totnc.l 
vou' are against control; yuu ,Lre intere ted 
iu the rice industry." I told him I was 
not iDtPresled iu the rice indu�try then, 
and tlmt I wa,; not agai11st C·•lltrol. T 
merely mention that t,, sh .. w-l aru sure 
that that gentleman g,,t that from an 
otlkial source. The utlicial source which 
give �trangers to this Colony iubrnmtion 
.i.liout peopl<1 here is a d,tngernus thi11g. 
It was tried here yesterday when t;he Col
onial Tr 1L urer tr.o"I to u·•11vince Your 
Bxcelleucy tl,1tt I w11� agaiust control. 
Wbcn I ,L-s.ked the ,.Lt, endant iu Lhi� \..'oundl 
to �sk that gentleruirn to let me. see the 
papt•r he harJ referred tu he ddinitely 
refused, , ud if Your l!:xcell"ncy did not 
inlerveue-

The CHAIRMAN: J do not think I 
should Jet that pass. l d11 11ot think the 
h011. �l.-ruber'� way of trying to g··t 1hat 
pa.per wa.s quite the right one. I am 
Pr, sident of the Couucil "ud the proper 
we.y is to get it through me-not t·, :send 

around the table ancl demand it while the 
hou. Member w s �pea.king. 

�fr.JACOB: I quite agree with that sir, 
but it simply shows the feeling th,d; exists. 
IE it i s  the intention thnt we shoul:I do 
ev1ffytlii11g strictly pij rliame11tary [ am 
whollv in favour of tli;Lt. vVhen that ho11. 
M,mb�r speaks it is extremely difficult to 
hear hiru at tl1;s eud of the ta.ble. I rould 
11ot get the n�ferenco number ,Ll1(J he 
simply drove the attendant a.way. Your 
hxcellency \viii not remember that. I 
havo brought these things out to show the 
ev,l propa�auda that !!O"S on in high 
Government circl,,s, and there is couniv
,mce with it b, a l!l'P. ,t manv hon. Members 
of this C, uneil. That is all I have t,o say 
ou the item-Hice Gt·,ding Inspector. 
I move its del1•tion fot· those reasons. 
Thtm� is 110 one employed at the present 
moment. Tl,e Rice Marketing Board 
g�ades rice through its Assistant Sec1·etary, 
au i I think th� Bua.rd should pay for t·ice 
grading and not the genera.I reveuuc. It 
should not be ,t direct charge on this 
e�timate. 

Further, l do not see the ueces,ity for 
shipping ric,, out of the C.,louy uow by the 
diftiereat- grading stanrlard�. It is uot 
done i11 the case of exports from l 1td 1a. 
'l'here should 1,e rPcognizr,d grade,i, It r.uay 
lie introduced 111 orde1· to standardize 
certain gmdes of rice i11 our \Vest I11diaa 
111>t1 k-·ts, but at the preieut time, with 011P. 
siu!lt< a gency exporti11g rice, it is a waste 
of money to h>tve a Rice Gmdiug Inspector 
graclia� rice and going thr,,ugh all the 
details fol' E'xp11rt to out· customers wheu 
mo�t of them do not even look at the 
gmdiog certific_ates. W1teu 1ny firm wa� 
exp·,1·tmg rice very few of our customert; 
wanted to see the grnding ce1·tificates, and 
they were 1dl piled up in our ollice. It i8 

highly unde�irable to be speuding money we 
have not got ou sornethiug th.it is of 110 
va.lue 10 out· cust •me1·s. I think our 
customers wvuld be quite sati�fie·I with the 
stanrlMds that may be sent, and so loo:.{ 
;,s the rice conforms to that st,tod;1,1· I, and 
80 long as there is uo competition withie 
this Colonv with our cu,;tomers abroad the 
necessity fo, grading certifiuiites does not 
exist. 

Taz CHAIRMAN: I nm prepued to 
itccept that amendment. '!'he po�t i� 
vacant aud the Coloniai Secret•trv ioforn1l:! 
me that it i� not necessary to fitl it. 

__._._.. ...... 
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Mr. D�:AGOIAR: I wi�!t to sav some
thing about grading !!'euernlly. i'lthou�h 
I h,Lve risen t,o jo n in the d8hat.., 
a�>iinst evP!n wliat I c<rn8· der the sound 
advice of my colleagues, I could uot 
allow such illogical reasoning to be placed 
on reco d in Hansard, e�pecially a5 tht-1 
lion. Memher who has just taken hi,; seat 
is very fond of rEferring to H ansarc:l. A 
few years hence, if no one joined in the 
debate to point out bow illogica.l the reason• 
ing of the hon. Member was, it might be 
thought that there was some point or 
merit in his 11r�ument. First of all Iii, 
argument lacked a good deal of since,·it-y, 
and I make that observ:tt.ion bec,tUse the 
hon. Member knows that what he said in 
this Council this m-,roing is ll'it a tmo 
picture of the situation. He knows that 
prior to the fixing of grndes of rice in this 
c,.,1011y there was a terri

f
ic upheaval in our 

export markets for the reason that rice w,tF1 
then sold on :-;ample,, :ind the >LVariciou,; 
speculators of this c,iuntry shippe I 1 i.::e 
which WM not in accord ,nco with the 
sample submitted. 1'he hou. Membet· 
kaows that, :10d I challeugc him tn s,iy that 
that statement is not correct. Th:.1.t W!L5 

the reH80ll fur in t•,,rlucing i::rarlcs he,·e. 
Bnt if he a.�ks me to agree with him that 
the fixing of grades was not in the inter,�st_ 
of tl1e avaricious specul" tors I have rderred 
to-I entirely a.gree. It definitely was not 
in their interest-, a11d that of cour;e is 
where the shoe pi11che•1. I want t,, say, 
too, tlut the hon. l\'leruber !rn, ws that 
pl'ior to the establishment of the Board as 
it is at p1·�sent constituted, the same 
ava,·icious specu'ators purclmsed rice of no 
standard at. all for export or for local sale. 

No standard was fixed for purchn.sing rice. 
Those same ava.ricious ,ipecul,Ltnrs- ,r.d 
the hon. Mewber knows to wh'llll I refet·-

Mr. JACOB: l must, rise to a p ,int of 
order, I objected tliis morning to a 
statement made by th•� Director of Agri
culture, but Your Excel'ency did uot uphold 
my objec1 ion. I cannot see that it is 
proper when a .Member is speaking to 
inlerpolate that another Member lrnows 
to whom ho is referring. I think is im
proper. 

'Jn11, CHAIRMAN : The hon. Membet· 
has been allowed a good deal of latitude 
iu deba·e in the last two duys. I must 
allow the hon. MPmber to proceed. 

Mr. DEAGUIAR: I said that the hou. 

Member knows, but if the hon. Member 
objects to tlrnt shtement I would amplify 
it by sayini? that he, should know to whom 
I refer. Wheu rice was purchased here 
on sample-the hon. Member called the 
name of the Almighty and I will do the 
same-Goel helped those poor people who 
s"lo their rice to those speculators under 
those condition•. What is the position t�)
day "! vVhen , he producers bring tbeit· rice 
to Georgetown it is graded, nnd as soon as 
thC'y know the erade they know the price 
they will obtain for their rice. It is true 
that there i1 bound to be disagreement as 
to whether the rice falls within a certain 
grade. That is bound to arise; it ar-ise� 
in every other product sold from day to 
day. The hon. Member knows, and I will 
keep on emphasizing that he doos know 
that the Board attempted to meet those 
complaints by the creation of an Appeal 
Committee to conRider any grievances that 
may he lodged n.g:1inst the grading of a 
p,uticular parcel of rice. I am sure the 
hon. Member id not going to say that he 
does not know all that, because I think 
thern i,:; au a.bundance of evidence to show 
that a� lea.st he knows tlrnt that facility i� 
afforded those people. 

He spea.l<s about evil propaganda, I 
h ,ve no desire wlmtever to retr<1ct any
thing I said yesterday in that regat·d, no 
cnattt-r what irresponsibility the hon. 
Member invokes in his utterances. His 
reference to the closing down of a few rice 
mills in my constituency is mere clap-tr,,p, 
itnd he knows that too. He cannot s·•y 
that the closing of those mills has been a 
dir�ct result of any action of the Boat·d a� 
it is at present constituted. Be has re
frained from stating when those mills were 
closed do1Vn 1 altltoagh he did try to cover 
himself by SH.Jing "since 1933. " But let 
us le,ve that alone. I have no intention 
whatever to invoke tl,e assistauce of anv 
person in a11ythi11.g l am about to say, an�l 
.I leav11 the hon. Member to interpret in 
his own language thP. meaning of C. R. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I think it has been 
accepted by the hon. Member fot· Central 
Demernra (Mr. DeAguiar) that there is 
dissatisfaction in cert-.iin quarters with the 
grading of rice_ That dissatisfaction was 
evidentlv in the mind of Mr. Wakefield 
when he was writing his report. In his 
l'8port he distinctly says that grading is 
necessary for _the futui-e development of 

I 

' 

I 
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the industry, aud he, also sce,ns to havo 
some misgiving as to th.e svste:n oE grnding 
in the Colony. He refers to the ques
tion of outside put·chns .. rs when he 
says: " ... they do uot itlmLys know whe1·e 
they a.re with the llritish Gui,tna s_vstem." 
"\Vhen we hear remarkH here that there is 
dissatisfaction with tl1e grnding it can be 
accepted that there must necessarilly be 
differences of opinion with regard to grnd
ing or auy other form ·of control by 
Government. 

With regal'd to the rew,u·ks ,uade by the 
hou. Member fol' N orth-"\Vestern District 
( l\fr. Jacob) I feel sure that he appreciates 
control, but I will call his attention to it 
p�ssage in Mr. Wakefield's report, and if 
that is his contention t.heu he has the 
support of Mr. "\Vakefield when he �ays: 
"I consider that ui:; soou tts conditions per
mit, actual rice growel'S should be ,Lppoint
ed on the Boiu·cl;" but he qualifies that lJ_y 
saying: "This will be difficult so long a.s 
gl'Owers fail to co-opernt"l ,m1011gst, them
selves." 

You suggested, sir, tlmt the cleb,tte has 
not taken cogni:mucc of the repol't of Mr. 
Wakefield, but it may be tha.t I was not "ery 
clea.i· iu mv rnmaks when I referred to the 
Journal of the l'a1·liaments of the ];'mp ire. I 
u.lso referred to the question of ,;ubsitli�ing 
fa.nnen; and to the Boa.rd oE Agricul
ture. I find this morning that om• of the 
themes on which Mr. Wakefield has l,Lid a 
considerable amount of stress is one which 
I have advocatd continually in this Coun
cil, and I am hoping that sowe (fay some 
notice will he t,tken of it. I refer to the 
quei:;tion of the security of land tenure to 
the farmer ,ts provided by the Agricultural 
Holding Act. It was that I Imel in mind 
when I suggested tlmt Government should 
ttppoint lt Committee to consider the 
u.daptability of cert.tin legishition -heforp
the Marketing Otiicer anives, so th,tl when
he "rrives he will have before him cei-tain
coocise facts which h,we betJn �-tthered.
I submit ihat a marketing omccl' coming
to this Colony would be umible on his own,
and after a shot"t sti.iy, to come to any con
clusions without having some loc,11 knowl
edge placed before him. . I may not have
been cleitr but I think that iu ruy previous
remarks I addressed myself to Mr. \Vake
field's report.

TaE COLONIAL i::lECB.ETAH.Y: I 

would like to say that when the Otlicet· 
Administering the Government J receive.cl 
a deputiition of rice gl'Owers from Leguan 
and Wakenaam. At that interview , the 
hon. Members for North-\.Yestern District 
(Mr. J,cob, mid Essequebo River (.\1r. 
Lee) were pl'esent and they raised the 
s,�me question of land tenure. Since then 
there have been more di:scusi:;ioms between 
the A ttornev-Geueral, the Colonial Trea:s
lll'er and • my:self, and the Attorney
<1enernl has pointed out the ditliculties 
whiuh arise. Governmeut has been in 
corumuniuation with Sir Frnnk Stockdale 
who has undertaken to get ;t copy of some 
legislation which he thought existed in 
Indi,1. �hortly before your arrival, :sir, I 
he,trd from Rit· Frnnk Stockdale who i:s 
endeavouring to get tlutt information. It 
is an extremely rlitlicult question but it is 
not oue which Government has brushed 
aside. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: May I suggest 
th,tt th1:1 Attorney-General be asked to 
invoke the a.ssist,tnce of membel"s of the 
leg ,1 profession? l::iurely there <',re two 
or three legit! rnembern of the community 
who would b� only t,oo willing tu suggei,t 
to him some :suitable system of land 
tenure. I do not think ·lie will find the 
system of huul tenure in India suitable 
for adoption here. We have a certaiu 
svstem of laud tenure here which uan be 
e;tsily a.dapted ; we have the transpol't 
system. I feel sure. thiit legal members 
of the Executive Council and this Couu, 
cil-three or four of them-would be 
able to suggest some system adopting the 
principles of the Agriculturnl Holding 
Act 01· some other form of land tenure. 

Tiu: CRAIRl\'1.:\N: The hon. Mem
ber has made 'l vel'y important suggestiou, 
and ,ts far ns I c,w speak fol' Gove1·n01ent 
I am e:dt·C'mely lrnen on getting this 
<tuestion settled as soon as we can. Some 
reference lms been made to tho lncli,m 
sy,;tem. [u my la�t Colony we rlid produce 
au Aet whieh was passed in 19:17, but if 
there is a better model I would be the 
last to suggest tlmt. We found c�rtaiu 
difficulty in its operation owing to the 
existence of written coutrncts, and both 
landlords and tenants took advantage of 
th1tt. I wonld like to assure hun. llem
bers, if I c'.tn speak for Government, that 
l ltm most aux.ions to sec such legislation
put through ns soon as we can, and I a.m
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much obliged to the hon. Member for his

offer. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I_a.m asking you, sir, 
t:> pause before you agree to the deletion 
of this item. I think it is essential that 
the grading of rice should go on. It is 
true that I do not know much about the 
actual process, but I realize that unde1· 
ordinary circumstances we must have 
grading. 

Mr. l\foDA VID: The holde1· of the 
post is the officer who is now Secretary of 
the Rice Marketing .Board. Of course rice 
grading is going on and will continue. It 
is well to I etain the item on the estimate 
in order to provide some kind of security 
of office for that officer in case his present 
post was not continued after the war. As 
we now know and believe that the Board's 
ope, n.tions will continue T do not think it 
is necessary to retain the post on the esti
mate, but that does not mean that rice 
grading will not go on in the same wn.y. 

Tm, CHAIRMAN': 1s the post on the 
pensionable establishment? 

.Mr. Mr.DAVID : N'o, sir. 

'l'11E CHAIRMAN: We will delete the 
item but I think you :we satisfied that 
gradiog will go on. 

Mt·. \.V ALCO'l''l' : I am satisfied with 
what the 'l',·easurer has said but I would 
like to make a few remarks on the item 
which has been used for the purpose of 
verv severe criticism of the Rice Market
ing· Hoard. The hon. Member on my left 
(Mr. Jacob) suggested that the Rice l\'far
keting Board is not functioning correctly. 
'J he language he used was so strong that it 
almost led me to believe that the Bour<l 
was not functioning honestly. I would be 
the last person to have an opinion like 
that about the present member� of the 
Board. The hon. Membel' questioned 
everything that the Board does. I con
sider thar. extraordinarily good, healthy 
and helpful criticism because he gave no 
reason for it wha,tsoever. It seems to 
me ha1·d that busy men should hnve to be 
merubers of that Board and to give 
decisions which may not be appreciated by 
people who Me always incliued to grumble 
and ru,Lke complaints, and a.re- encouraged 
by J eople who ougllt to know bet,ter 

but, I am sorry to say, do :eot kno,tr better. 
vVe are living in a time of serious crisis. 
and when a member of this Council refers 
to " fi.ith columnists " I think Y out· Excel
lency should demand that tlie '' fifth col
umnists " in this Council should be named . 
I know of 11one, but perhaps a "fifth col
umnist" is sitting next to me on wy left. 
I ,LIU sorn· that we have to sit here and 
listen to ·such accusations as are made by 
this Member continuously during the last 
three 01· fivi> yea.rs. 

. Mr. JACOB: I� it the best thing to 
have rice stored at the Petroleum vVare
house where you have gasolene and kero
sene moving iu and out? 

Tn COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
gn.solene and kerosene will be moved out, 
if not to-morrow, ve1·y shortly tifterwards. 

Mr. JACOB: l do not think the ques
tion has bPen answered. I have been ln
formed that a large quautity of rice, I 
think 4-,000 bags, has heen stored in the 
Petroleum Poucl where it will be damaged 
by the smell of gasolene and kel'Osene, 
particularly kerosene. I do not know if 
thiLt is co!'l'ect ot· not. 

M.r. Mc DA VJD: Government has been
good enough to give the Rice Mat·keting 
Board the use of the Petroleum :Hond for 
extra i,torage of rice. Our stoch of rice 
are coming in so fast at· the moment that 
it has been necessary to move up tlwre 
at once before the petroleum has been 
shifted to its new quart.ers. That 
is being done almost immediately, and 
after that I do not think there will be 
any trouble as regal'Cls smell. 8ome per
sons have raised the qu,·stion as to whether 
the petroleum will affect the rice but I 
am a�su,·ed it will not. The Board would 
have prefened not to havf' moved in before 
the petroleum ha-cl b�en removed but, un
fortunately. it was necessary 10 go there 
at once. 

Mr. C. V. \VTGHT: Do I undersbmd 
the Colonial Treasurer to sny t,hat rice 
g1·1Lding will be done independe°ntly of the 
Board by a Govemrnent Inspector? 

· The CHAIRMAN : No, it is the other
w11y around. 

Mr. WIGHT: I observe that Mr. 
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Wakefield states that if the grade certifi
cates are t<> have �ny negotiable value the 
g1·ading should be done by a Government 
officer independently of the Board. 

Mr. lVIcOAVID: That is quite true in 
a general sense, but thi;, is one occasion on 
which I will agree with the hon. Member 
for· North \Vestern District pl r. J acobl 
that the standat·d for export lately is vel'y 
high and a certificate is not really neces
sary fot· each consignment of rice going 
out of the Colony._ In a general sense Mr. 
W11.kefield's advice will have to be accepted. 

'l'm: CHAIRMAN: If that is so might 
it not be desirable to keep the name of the 
post on the esti rna.te? 

Ml'. ,JACOB: No grading standards are 
used in India. No certificates are issued 
with shipments of rice from India 0l' 
Burma, and I suggest that that precedent 
should be followed. Pet·haps ]\fr. Wake
field was a little bit misled. Ttiere may 
be some value in grading certific,�tes, but 
at the moroent thet·e is absolutely 110 value, 
and the genet·al l'evenue should not be 
but'dened with this expenditure. 

THE CHAIRMAN: \Ve have 11greed 
to its deletion. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
post can be shown in any case. \Ve have 
in the past put a. sum of $1 on the esti
mntes whe1·e we wa,nted to retain a pos•. 
That can be done in this ca-e. 

lVfr. C. V. WIGHT: Is it not that the 
standard of grading is higher· than usual 
outside �ts well as internally? Ft·om know
ledge l have gained in discussions with 
various people I understand that one of 
the bones of contention >.tbout grading is 
that the stand a rd is too low. 

THE CHAI' li'IAN: The immediate 
point is that we have agreed to delete the 
item unless thern is a formal way of show
ing it. The suggestion is that we retain 
the post on the estirn,te by reducing the 
amount to i\il. 

ltem as amended agreed to. 

Item 10-Livestock, $10,000. 

Mr. MACKEY: I have spoken to the 
Director of Ag1·iculture outside this Coun-

cil on mor·e th,tn one occa:sion and asked 
him if he could not make p1·ovision for 
the impottation of a jack donkey for the 
b1·eeding of mules locally. I l,e]ieve that 
this Colouy imports mul@s from the United 
States of Ame1·ica to the value of between 
$25,000 and iji:50,000 a year. Ap11rt from 
t ·at there is ueecl for improvement of the 
breed of donkeys. One only h·,s to loo·, 
at the sto,bles controller! h, the Town 
Council to see some impro'venient,· but 
th�re is s1 ill ,t g1·eat deal m"t'e 1·oom for 
impi·ovement. \Ve have the greatest diffi
culty in ge�ting suitable clonkPys, and that 
ma,• be due to the £;,ct that the s:1me 
Veterina1·y Surgeon buys fol' both concerns. 
I suggest tlrnt some provision be made in 
the es• imate for tlie importation t•f one 01· 
possibly two jack donkeys. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I second tha.t. I 
think I am second to the hC'n. Member for 
North-Western District (Mr. Jacob) in 
my col'respondence with Govel'l1ment. 
Some tillle ago I wrote the Dirnctor of 
Agricultul'e Huggesting tlu1t provi8iou be 
made for t.he improvement of the breed of 
donke_vs. I support the :ion. M ember'8 
plea wholeheal'teclly, 

Mr. MACKEY: [ suggest tha.t Govern
ment take steps as ea1· y m, possible to 
provide fol' the importation, and that 
the actual number of jitck donkeys to be 
imported should be left to the Director of 
,\griculture and the Veterin:try Surgeon. 

The Council l'esumed and adjom·ned_ 
for the luncheon rece8s until :& p,ru. 

2 p.m.-

The Council resumed. Mr. I ias present. 

U.S.A. ENTJH' IN'l'O 'l'HE 'WAR. 

THE PRESI DEN'.L': Before the Coun
cil goes into Committee I would like to 
sav with referenee to thti decision for the 
pi;ssing of a resolution on the eutry of the 
United States of Americ;1 into tl1e \Var, 
that I uuderst11nd th11t the resolution has 
now lwen prepared and, I think, it is 
desirable that it should be passed to-day 
in order that it should be sent to the 
American Consul and American Officers 
in the Colony It has been decided to 
1 ake that before the adjournment. I there
for!:l p�t the question !' That the Council. 
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continue in Committee consideration of 
the Estimates ". 

Question put, and agreed to. 

'l'he Council resolved itself into Com
mittee and resumed coni;ideration of the 
ERtimates of expenditure to be defrayed 
from 1'evenue for the year ending ,3 I Ht 
December, 1942, which ha,·e l)een laid on 
the tahle. 

ES TIM ATES, l !l42. 

AGHIOUL'l' UUE. 

Item l 0--Livestock, $10,000. 

Professor DASH (Director of Ag:·icul
ture: I apprecii1te very much what has 
been �aid in connection with improving 
the breed of donkeys. W o lu1d a very fine 
stallion and he died not ve1·y l<ing ago, but 
we have some of his progeny which are doing 
very good work. I app1·eciate the request 
made for replacing the old jack with a new 
one from the United States of America. The 
hon Nominated Member, Mr. Mackey, 
m11,de several requests in connection with 
the breeding of mules. \\'hile I have not 
made provision in this draft Estimate for 
a donkey, I have made it on the estimate� 
which h,ive been put up in connection with 
the Stock Farm extension and, I think, if 
allowed to remain we would be able to get 
it. The question is complicated by the 
point made by tlrn hon. Mr. Mackey, which 
is that one stallion is hardly sufliciPnt for 
both mule breeding and donkey breeding. I 
suggest th,it the commer·,·ial interests 
should be able, I think, to take care of 
the mule and mule breeding and le,we 
Government t.o t,ike care of one Jack for 
donkey breeding. J throw that out as ,L 
suggestion. 

Mr. MACKEY: I have listened to 
what the hon. Director of Agriculture 
has just said. J fin;t of all thought he was 
goin� to omit what I t ,ink is· the most 
irnportant part of my remarks, and that is 
the question of having two animal;;, I am 
glad to see tluit he has realized that two 
jacks are necessary. The point which I 
tl'ied to stress tL11d may h,we failerl is that 
two donkeys a· e necessary, one as he has 
said for breeding mules and the other for 
improving the breed uf doP.keys in this Col
ony. He has mu.de the suggestion that the 
eommeroial interests Ahould import the 

jack fo1· the breeding of mules. I cannot 
bind the commercial interests in this Col
ony in that respect, but I may say that 
certain interests in this Colony are doing 
what [ consider a step in .the right direc
tion by importing a medium type of horse 
which, if bred with a jack donkey, would 
give a very good type of animal. There is 
no doubt that at the present time b!·eeding 
in this Co!ouy is confined moreso to race 
ho1·ses and not sufficient attention is paid 
to the breeding of ac:,im11,ls for commercial 
purposes. If Lhe interests concerned make 
.m attempt with one mare and it proves 
succesHful it c:in be followed with the im
portation of ,mother for the improvement 
of the breed of horse�. I certainly will 
put fol'war<l that suggestion 11s well. As 
regards the question of cost, I cRnnot speak 
with any authority. I do know that some 
years ago the price of a j,ick donkey was 
somewhere in the neighbourhood of $750. 
If the inCl'ease in the price of a jack don• 
key is more 01· less on the same Imes as 
the increase in the price of a mule, then 
the cost of importing that donkey to-day is 
arnund $1,l0U and $1,200. In view of the 
suggestion made, I think that a formal 
motion should be put to this Council for 
an increase of the 1Lmount of the item so as 
to enable the I epartment of Agriculture to 
import a jaek donkey. ThE:refol'e, I havf:l 
very great pleasure in formally moviug that 
a, sum of $1,200 be added to the estimate 
for "Livestock" for that purpose. 

l\fr. C. V. WIGHT: I am seconding 
the motion ,ind supporting what the hon. 
Mem bel' on m v left has snid. I would like 
to add that i hope that Lhe hon. Di rec. 
tor's energy m1rl his forcefulness in regard 
to the extension of the Ji vcstock industry 
will uot cloud ltis better judgment in 
regard to :iny of the ·other subsidinry lines. 
I refer particularly to the Report of the 
Dairy .Products' . Factor, Committee 
(Legi.slative Council Paper No. 10 of 1940) 
to which is appended a Minority Report 
by me date<l 12th April, 19-W, in which I 
suggested that the infinitesimal annual loss 
of $693.50 (stated in the .Minutes ap. 
penJed to the Report) can be borne by 
the Colom·. I a 1so went further 11,nd 
suggested that the experience gained by 
1 hat ti me would be useful iu furthering 
future co-opernt.ive efforts. There were 
several other minor recommendations one 
of which was-' inadequate and antiquated 
t1·aD1Jport; faGilities a.re tilso responsible for 
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the lack of a surplus of fresh milk sup
plies." I say that because I know that in 
the report of Mr. Wakefield he stated dis
tinctly in 1·eference to animal husbandry: 

There are also valuable markets in the West 
Indies for ghee (the manufacture of which re
quires no elaborate processing equipment, and 
the best quality is sold in the West Indies as 
P.Y. butter at 2s. 4d. per lb.J and dairy butter. 

That was written about a year after my 
Minority Report, as it was signed on tl,e 
17th April, 194 l. 1t seems rn,ther a pity 
that numbers oE recommend,Ltions in thP 
Minority Report did not receive a little 
more consideration, as by now they m;ght 
have been in operation and we might have 
been receiving the benefitB of tlmt particu
lar industry which would lrn.ve helped the 
Essequebo Coast which I represent. 

En passant, I would also like to mention 
a fact about grazing It was mentioned in 
that Report . The vast expanse of land on 
the Essequebo Coast between Charity ,md 
8uddie, I am told on very good authorit.y, 
is the best grnzing land on 1 he Essequebo 
Coast but it remains b · nen and ahso utely 
unused. Perh11.ps, if the1·e is any nec�ssit y 
for grazing lands to increase the li Vfl

stock Government m,iy consider some 
scheme in that dirediou in those areas. I 
notice in the Report of MI'. Wakefield 
mention is made of the Essequebo Coast in 
m·,tters of th,,t kind and the suggestion is 
put forward wlwre experiments of ti,at 
kind m ·, y be made. 

Professor DASH: 'l'lmt question of the 
Dafry Produds' F,ictory cert�iin ly wi 11 
come up with the A11na :n.eginn propoi-m.ls. 
It has been definitely clecidP,d th ,t should 
be included in our estinmte,; 

Tm: CHAIR 1-1 _l.N: It is not relevant to 
this item of livestock. 1'he immediate 
question is whether we should increase this 
vote. Is it agreeable to you? Would it 
be u eful? 

Professor DAf-:iH: It would be trneful to 
spend more money on li ,·estock. In co11-
nectio11 with the stallion donkey we have 
made provision for that in the i::itock Farm 
proposal 

TnE CHAIRMAN: You have miiJe pro
vision there for one, whereas the hon. 
Member stresses that there ought to be two. 
W oukl �t be convenhint to bring up the 

point when we come to the Colonial 
Development Welfare Sc.heme?

Mr. MACKEY: If I un ierstand 
correctly what the hon. Director· of Agri
culture has said, provision has been tntLde 
only for one auirnal. 

TnE CHAIRMAN? It would be quite 
open to us to increase it to two. 

ML MACKEY : In that case when the 
rmittcr co1110s up again I will do so. 

Trrn CHAIRMAN: The proposal is to 
finance it u11cle1· the Act but if the advisers 
of the Colonial De�elop�ent Welfa,ro 
Scheme only recommend one and we want 
two, we would have to pay for the other. 
It nmy lie convenient Lo put down oue here. 

Professor D -� SH : I am agreeable to 
putting down an amount for one liere. 

Mr. JACOB: I have a little contribu
tion to make to this debate. I h:1d listen
ed with very great at· ention this morning 
to the hl)n. Director of ,\g1·iculturn. Be 
quoted ::-essio1rnl paper No. 16A of l\J27, 
paragraph 13, and 8ta.ted that this Council 
refused to grnnt $120,000 required then for 
the extension of the livestock industry in 
this Colony. I consider that a very vague 
statement to m,ike, ,18 siul'e then there was 
a clmnge of the Uonstitutio1i and this Coun
cil has a Government i\fojorit,y. \,Vith 
Government. in a position to c,u'l'y through 
:111y rnoncy vote, it i� somewhat unkind to 
say that thi� Council refused 10 give the 
money. 

Profess r IJA�H : T,, a point of COL'rec
tion ! There was very strong reprnsenta
tion on the pnrt of the Electerl Me111 bcrn 
of this Council against the spending of the 
money. 

Mr. JACOB: That was in 1927, but 
since then tho Constitution has changed 
and after· HJ2t, <,ovcrnmont lrnd a nuijority. 
1t should have been ,i Government measure. 
vVhen I attack Government I •epn,rtrnents 
in n·spect of any matter I wish it to be 
understood that it is not personal to 1 he 
Heads of Departme11ts. I do feel that 
filling the posiiion uf ,L Member of this 
Council and of the Exe,;a.tive Council the 
hon. Director of Agriculture is somewhat 
responsible for the state of affairs exisr,ing 
in the livestock industry in this Colony, 
and I am riure I ean ,show sufficient retLson 
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to convince this Council that the hon. 
gentleman is responsible for the present 
state of the industry. Ou the 31st December, 
L938, ( introduced a motion for the estab
lishment of Dairy Products' Factories-one 
on tht> Esseqnebo Coast and others in 
other parts of the Colo,1y. The motion 
was unanimously accepted in this Council 
and a Committee was appointed to go into 
the matter, but the report of that Commit
te(;) makes distressing reading. 1 was a 
member of that Committee <.nd I have a 
distinct recollection that every proposal 
for the establishment of those fat:tories, 
every recommendat,ion, was opposed by ,t 
majority of the members of that CommiLtee 
and the hon. gentleman w,is one of 
those who opposed the erectio11 of those-

Professor DA.SH: I must rise to a point 
of correction. What was stated cleadv in 
that Report w,is borne out by what Mr.
Wakefield has said. What our Committee 
said was that in the present condition of 
irrigation and drainage on the coastal belt 
it c·ould not recommend that at once we 
should make a start with the establishment 
of a .Dairy Pi·oducts' Factory or Factories, 
as the conditions we1:e not such as high 
milk producing cows could live under. 
On the other hand Mr. Wakefield said 
that before we establish these things we 
must h.:we better irrigation and drainage 
on the coastal belt because high milk 
producing "nimals cannot live under the 
present conditions. 

Mr. JACOB: We had these conditions 
tor centuries. Although I seconded the 
motion for the deletion of Item " Deputy 
Director of Agriculture", I was forced to 
agree with Your Excellency'!; remarks 
that in considering the Vote it is likey the 
officer may deal with the development of 
the livestock industry. That was the one 
and only consideration that made me 
vote in favour of that item. I am not 
against the eicpenditure of money if 
results are ?oing to be had. I accepted Your
Excellency s suggestion, and I did wha,t I 
could so as not to prevent steps being 
taken to improve the livestock industry. 
But if it is to lie ,tdmitted that irrigation 
and drainage were the ehief causes why 
the Committee did not recommend the 
establishment of Dairy Products' :Facto
ries, I wish to say at the. outset that was 
not my own recommendation, and one or 
two other members of the Committee had 

a diffet·ent idea. Then a start should 
have been roarle, but the majority t,f th'l 
Committee were just like the Government 
Officers. The result is we have no coffee 
now and by this Committee's Report no 
start is nrnde f ,r I he erection of Dairy 
Products' F,1ctories. 

I took the matter a little further when 
the Hov,11 Corumissione,·s visited here. I 
brougl{t the matter foL·cibly to their 
attention that we should be self support
ing in some instances here. We are 
importing dairy products from Australia 
and sundry European countries at the 
moment and. I believe, those ,upplies will 
be cut off. If we had looked a little ,thead, 
in Hl38, 1939 and even 1940 a start might 
have been made. My hon. friend, the 
Director, is not accepting any blame. He 
says he ha8 done all he could do. I say : 
,, (�uite right, but it has been misdirected 
euergy ". He accused me this m01·ning of 
insincerity in st,iting tluit he should be 
Chairman of the Rice Marketing Board--

Tim CHAIH. . .\1AN: I must ask the 
11011. Member to keep to relevant matters. 
We are dealing with Items 2 to 10. He 
can talk on points touching any of those 
items. 

Mr. .TACOB: I was not going to refet· 
to the Rice Marketing Board. I am just 
t1;ying- to make the point th:;tt I believe 
those directly connected with any industl'y 
should be in charge 0£ that industry or OU 

any Government Committee or f-' oard con
nected with it. I must,, however, refer to 
the Rice Marketing Board as it is an 
agricultural undertaking. 

THE CH.AIRMAN: The Rice Market
ing Board is not in Items 2 to 10. 

Mr. J AOOB : All right, sir, I will refer 
to the Board of Agriculture. I have to 
make rny point because I wish it to be 
placed ou record. My hon. friend on my 
left referred to the Board yesterday. 
I say that the hon. gentleman is Chairman 
of th,it Board and �ome responsibility 
should be place ! on him. 

'.L'rrn ClIAIR:VIAN: I am going to ask 
the hon. Member to confine himself to the 
items undet· discussiou. He is repeating 
arguments he h� s made here already. H 
he has any comment!; on Items 2 to 10 
pt�rticularly we would hear them, 

J 
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Mr.JACOB: The Agricultural Board 
controls thi,; Department. It is an 
Adv;soey Board controlling everything in 
that Depar: meur.. 

Tm, CHAIRMAN: If the hon. Mem
ber has anything t,o say on the Department 
I would hear it, otherwise I would put the 
whcle Head. I must ask the hon. Mem
ber to sit down. I am going to put Item 2 
instead of Items 2 to 10. 

Mr. MACKEY: The 11uestion of 
travelling w,u; rnised by me previously. I 
am satisfied the ,m1ount is adequate for the 
trnvelling of the agricultural staff. It has 
been incrensed by $1,000. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. Director 
satisfied that amount ca.n do? 

Professor DASH : It is a conservative 
estimate. 

Tm� CHAIRM.AN: You will let it stand 
11t that'/ 

Professor DASH : Yes. 

Tiu: CHAIR\I.AN: There is just one 
point I would like to raise. I .1111 rather 
under the impression that nny matter i11-
vul l'ing expenditure on buildings or main
tenance of buildings has to go through the 
Public Works Department. I am not sure 
that is not too much centrnlized. In other 
words you have an Agricultural Depart
ment, anJ Agricultural Officers should be 
practical people accustomed to doing 
various things. I would like to know if I 
am rigl,t in believing that every time the 
Agricul t uml Department has to erect a 
shed you h,we to apply to the Public 
Vv orks Department. 

Professor DASH: It depends on the 
kize. If it is sm,tll we uuild it ourselves. 

'l'nE CHAlH.lVI �N: And you get all 
you want that way? 

Professor DASH: Yes. 

THE CHAI.RM.AN: Once you have a 
large Agricultural 1 'cpartment all building 
i,xpenses and maintenance :;houl<l be put 
under that .1Jepa1·tment itself with the 
exception of permanent buildings of ceIJ'.!ent, 
bricks and corrugated iron. But the 
Director is safofied and I will say no more. 

I shall, however, raise it later when we 
come to H,·ad "Local Go'vernment" as 
there again I see the �xistence of it,· 

THE COLONIAL SJWRETARY: I 
move that the item be increased by a fur
ther $1,�0J, and carried out !Lt $l l,200, a. 
total increase of $:::,200, t,1 enable the p]Ir
chase of the jac . donkey to which the hon. 
Mr. ]1.J ackey referred. 

Mr.JACOB: 1 would like to refer to 
the Heport of the Director of Agriculture 
for H.140, at page 17, under the hea� 
"Breeding 8tations '', paragraph 127. 

Mr. MACKEY: I think t.he hon. 
Member can deal with that subject under 
Item 19---" :\I 1Lintenance of Breeding 
Centre and Agistlllent Area 1Lt La Belle 
Alliance". 

Mr. JACOB: I want to suggest that 
some more money be put on the Estimates 
for the purchase of bulls. I have rea� 
this Report and I am saying that at La 
Belle Alliance some useful work is being 
done, but when it comes to the Leguan 

· Station which is dealt with in the fol
lowing paragraph t'l1e remarks are not so
good. It states :

The Guernsey bull was brought back to the
Stock Farm and rep)a.ced by the bull " Candies
Garbine."

At the Kitty, Unity and Whim Stations 
there is only one bull respectively. I 
would like to be advised how many bulls 
a1·e iu stock, how manv service bulls the 
Departmel!-G has, anl whether it· i� not 
advisable at this stage to increase the 
number of :service bulls. In addition to 
th,�L J think there should be increased 
expenditure on pigs �1id poultry. A 
greater nun;iber of boars, and more poul
try-more pedigree pullets and cockerels
should be imported. Year after year I 
have criticized this Department for not 
doing sufficient work. For instance, at 
one time the Department only had half 
a dozen bulls. I know there is a great 
demand for these bulls. Only a few weeks 
n,go a resident of the M ahaica area came 
to town for a bull and could not g�t one. 
I 1 hink Government has been playing with 
the situation too long. A more pr.ogress• 
ive step should be taken to increase the 
production_ of livtstoclc.· While saying 
that-
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Professo,· DASH.: I would invite the 
hon. M embe,.''s attention to pnragraph 118 
on page 16 of the Report. That will gi,,e 
him the information he seeks. 

:Mr. DE AGUIAR: The salI!e report of 
1940 ! 

Mr. JACOB: It states there a1·e·l6 
bulls in all, but it does not sav where thev 
a· e situated. I do not kno,� if they ar� 
all service bulls. I suppose the hon. 
Director will Pxplain. 

Professor DASH: On page 16 of the 
Department's IU40 Report, paragraph 118 
states:--

Cattle-The herd at Decembel' 31, 19,10, was as 
follows:-

Calves. 
Breed Bulls C'ows Heifers Bulls Heifers Total. 

Holstein .. . 3 2 :1 8 
Guernsey ... 2 2 
Red Poll ... 5 2 1 8 
Hereford ... 1 2 2 5 
Creoles ... S 8 
Creole x 

Red l'o!l 2 
Creole x 

Hereford 3 

16 14 

4 1 1 8

1 2 G 
----- -------

10 2 3 45 
----------------

Since then the numbers have increased. 
Others have been born and others pu1·. 
chas�d, and the general sch�me of putting 
bulls out in the districts has been speeded 
up to t)1.e best of our facilities. Iu some 
districts what we have done is to come to 
a certain anangement with the farmers 
whereby they do cer.tain things and Gov
ernment does the other things. In that 
way a system of co-operatiou is growing up 
in so far as the bulls ,tre concerned. It i� 
giving satisfaction and we are receiving co
operation. I quite agree that one of the 
main essentials is to get on and increai:;e 
our 8tock. That is why you have 
the proposal from Mr. Wakefield to extend 
the stock farm, that is why stock to be 
imported should be included: I can 
easily do with more money on the Live
stock Vote, but as "e are going to have 
this extension it seems that the larger 
issues may take away the grant we are 
expecting to get. 

Mr.JACOB: It is not quite clear to 
me whether there are 16 service bulle. I 
have not got that clear. 

Professor DASH: I said that at the 
end of 194°0 there wer� 16 bulls, 

Mr. JACOB: My point is there should 
be a far greater number. There should 
be more bulls scattered throughout the 
Colony. In one parag, aph of this 
Report--130-it is stated: 

"Unity Station-A new station was started 
in this area and livestock owners are co-operat
in15 wholeheartedly ..... " 

I am sorry the hon. .Member for Esse
quebo River (Mr. Lee) is not here. My 
information is that a large number of bulls 
are required throughout tLti Colony. It 
is true that these people have not been 
helping themselves as much as they�should. 
The cattle-owners for various reasons in 
the past did not, but there is a ntiw out
look altogether. It is difficult for farmers 
to help themselves in the matter of getting 
pedigree cattle, poultry and pigs, a.µd 
therefore such a matter should be care
fu'ly investigated and othet· demands cre
ated should be filled. When I was. in 
Leguan a couple of months ago, I noticed 
a few hens and cockerels there. I w:as 
told I hat is how Gpvernment �ants to 
imprqve poultry-with a few dozen h�s 

· and cockerels. In Leguan alone Govern
ment will get the whqlehearted supp<;>rt of 
the people. I urge on Government and 
those re�ponsible to do something more. 

·When Your �xcellency Wf.lS in the N,or,tp
vVest District, I heard, Your, Ex
cellency enquired about livestock, poul
ti-y etc. Ever since I was going to the
North-West Di�trict I have been encourag
ing the farmers there and other residents
to breed as much p,igs, cattle and poult�·y
as possib'e, but the trouble is t)ley_ Calll\pt
get good pedigree stock. I do not k,now
how many boars ai·e availaQl!:l now, ,vhether
the order placed for, t):i.ree, B<?W.\l time ago
has been ex:eouted. I wo1,1,ld li).e to be
informed how many boars a.re ij'.\ t}le
Colony, how many are on or,der and
whether that is s\lff\oieJ;J,t,

Professor DASH: I cannot give an an
swer right off, but I know we hav.e supplied
boars to the Nor.th• West District, As
to how many l have. not the infotµiati.on
with me. We. h!J,ve do�e very W!:lll in
connection with that n;iatte,f,

Mr. J ACO.13: I do not know whether
I o.an ·move ;i, motion to increase 'the
a_m9unt, · · · ·· · ·.-. ' 

'rHB CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member
may move an addition if I permit it1 a.a
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well as the hon. Colonial 8ccret,try mn,y.
In this ca-;e it is left to tl1e ho:1. Coloni d 
Secretary to move it. Jf the hou. \lernl.ler 
desires to move an addition to this Live
st ,ck Vote, I am prepared to J . .:i ve him 
permission to do :so, but ho mu�t name th� 
figure. 

Mr. J A.COB: It is very difficult to 
11amu the figure. rf I am satisfied after 
t-he matter has been carefully gone into, it
may be passed its a supplerueui ary t·sl,imate.

Item put, and agreed to. 

Gn.AN1.' -ro B1rni-1rnPEHs' Assocu·r10�. 
Item l 1-Grants iu ,tid of Agriculturnl 

Associations, Exhibitions and Competitions, 
$200. 

l:'rofessor DASH : I desire to move an 
addition by $t80 as a. grnnt in ,iid to d10 
Beekeepers' Associtttion. This Associ,L
tion is doing very good work iu connection 
with the honey industry and h1ts found 
itself ready to increase the production by 
tapping those areas which at'e at present 
untapped. I a,n very fomilia,t· with the 
work of I he A�sociation,having created the 
organization myself and kept iu clo;;e touch 
with it as an ex o.fficio member of its Com
mittee. This matter was brought to the 
attention of the Board which has endor:secl 
the recommendation. 

Mr. DEA.GUIAR: I would like to know 
whether it is proposed tha.t this £ l 00 be 
paid to this Association for all time or 
only for one year. IR there any specific 
proposal before the Council? lf it is to 
bo a continuous payment then I ,tl.U going 
to ask whether Government is satisfied for 
what the grant 1.8 to be used. It is neceHs
ary that this Council be informed as Lo 
the use this grant is to be put, if it is in
tended to be annually recurrent. 

Professor DASH: I would not go as far 
as to say that. One wants to see an item 
of this kind put to good use, if for no other 
reason than that it should be regarded at 
this time when we are trying to expand a 
minor industry iu l:lo01e 'Preserves as a, 
chance to help a struggling association to 
advance loans to its members ,ind to ex
pand its business in those parts of the 
Colony which are at present untapped. A 
subsbmtial tLre;L of C0urida on the coast
land is not bein� utilized fol' the produc-

tion of honey. It is our best honey plant 
in this countr,, and for that reason the 
grnnt i:s l.leiug ;,ivocated to m.tkc full use 
of it. 

Mr. DEAGUIAR: I ,Lm in sympathy 
with the propo,al, but the scheme seems to 
be half-I.laked. I am not ,;urn whether the 
m •ney is to be used for the purpose of 
a.Jv,1ncing Joans or not, and I do not think
the reply is satisfactory.

ProfesHor DASH: 'rhis small grant is 
to be allocated to the Committee of the 
Lleekeepers' .\ ssociation uf which the 
Directo1· of Agriculture is an ex oJficio 
meml.let. The idmL is to assist beekeepers 
with loans, bees and equipment in order 
to extend the honey producti •n. As it i:; 
c.lirectly under wy care it i,; but uatural 
that I will exercise every CMe in seeing 
that the money is we'l ;;pent. 

ofr. C. V. WIU HT: I think the motion 
is not seconded. 

TuE CHAIR'YIAN : It docs not require 
it. 

Dl'. SINGH: Canuot it be put as a sort 
of revolving fund? 

TnE CHAIRMAN : 1 should think, if 
i.t is not going to be annual, that it 
should be an item under "Extraordinary". 

Mr. DEAOU[AR: I would rather see it 
under a separate Head. 

TnE CHAIRMAN : 'l\ike it umlet· 
"Extraordinary Expeuditure" af1 er tho 
last item. \.Vho ii; the Chairrnan of the 
l eekeepers' As,;ociatiou?

Profossor DASH: A gentleman by the
name of i\'fr, Bhosc. 

'fHE CHAIRMAN: Does he live in 
Georgetown ? 

Pl'Ofessor DASH: He lives on the Ea!lt 
Coast, Demerara. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Can you get him 
quite easily? 

Professor DASH : I think he will accept 
the assurance I give. 

Tm: CHAIRMAN: Suppose we let the 
vote stand as it is and bring this up as an 
extraordiuat;y item ? 
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.Mr. JACOB : Vo I understand it is to 
be a free grant to the Association ? 

T1=rn CHAIRMAN: Yes. 

lYir. DEAGUfAR: We have had it from 
tl,e hon. Director of Agriculturf' that this 
roonev is to be us, d for loans. H tbi>re 
ate going to be lon,ns then tho�e loans are 
going to be repaid. I :,m becoming more 
and more COU\Tinced l-hat it is a half-baked 
scheme, I am in sympathy with it, Lut I 
Liu not like the look of it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Let us have a new 
sub heau " Grant to Beekeepers' Associ,L
tion-$480" inserted. 

Mr. JACOB: I un1lerstand it i,; to be a 
free grant to the Association and the 
Association will utilize it as capital for 
carrying on its work-lending people 
money to keep bees-nncl so encoura.ge tho 
prorluctio:i of honey. I think it is a.n 
excellent idea. If auy future application 
is made for more money, then the matter 
may be gone into a little more carrfnlly as 
they will not be able to pay it back. 1 
think it is au excellent gesture to the 
A�sociation for tho encouritg1•me11 t of the 
p· oduction of honey. 

Tm..: CHAIRJ.VIA.N: We will bring it 
back later. 

RICE GnADINn ExP.ENsi;:s. 
:Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I would like to 

say tha,t I support the rC<Juest made fol' 
the arnount, but I h;ive risen to speak on 
the question of "Rit.:e Grading Expenses" 
,tnrl the nott' on page 4- of the EHtimates 
which s;iys; "To he ch,u·ged •against 
the.funds of the Rice :'.farketing Bo,trd ". 

Tm� CHAIRMAN: That item is 
going out altogP.t,he1·, I.mt \\'e hnvo not got 
to Lhat as yet. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I see that the 
amount is to be charged against the Rice 
Marketing B,,al'd. I wou ld like to know 
whet)1er the Rice Marketing Board is not 
ca1Tyi11g ,t chal'ge of 10 t.:ents pet· bag for 
licensing exporters, which it should not 
carry. I would like to he:w from the hon. 
Member for No1·th \Vestern Distl'ict (Mr. 
Jacob), who is a licensed exporter and 
who was a member of the Rice Growel's' 
Advisoi·y Committee, whether he considers 

that as a licensed exporter be should ob
tain the benefit of that 10 cents pet' bag 
which should be charged against the funds 
of the Rice .Marketing Board. I would 
like to hear from him also whether he was 
n, member of thr H.icc Producers' Advisory 
Co1umittee ,incl did not advise against that 
l O cents, and whether he is supporting
that charge of 10 cents per bag or not.

THE CHAIRMAN : I do not think 
you at·e strictly relevant. It is not part 
of wha,t we are doing now. If you wish 
to discuss it, I ma,y point out that it is 
an item which existed on last )·ear',; Es
timates ,incl is now going out. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I was pointing 
out t,hitt this is an additional burden which 
is going to be carried by the Rice Mar
keting Board. It appca1·s to be c�rrying 
that burden of l O cent,; per bag which I 
personally feel it should not carry as a 
cha,rge against it. The hon. Member for 
North Western District mid the hon. 
Member for Centrnl Demerarn (Mr. De 
Aguiar) iwe licensed exporters obtaining 
the beneftt of th,tt l O cents per bag-

Mr. DE AGUIAR: To a point of 
correction! I would like to tell the hon. 
M eruber that the hon. Member for Central 
Demerara is not ,t licensed exporter. 

'l'rrn CHAIH.M:�N: I think this 10 
cents per bag has something to do with 
commission on ex ports. 

.Mr. C. V. WlGHT: I am asking the 
hon. l\le1nbc1· fo1· .North "'P.steni Dis
Lrict--

Tm: CHAIRl\iAN: You lllust ask me! 

Mr. C. V. VflGH I' : I i,m son·y ! I 
am asking �rou whether the hon. Member 
for North \Vestern District is in favour of 
giving a, ,.·•·ply to the Council as to whether 
he considers tlmt ] 0 cents it ba,g, which is 
paid to a licensed expol'ter, is iL legitimate 
chat·ge "ga'nst the Hice 1VJarketing Board. 
1:1 e is a licensed exporter and is getting 
the benefit of tha.t. I understand a,lso that 
the recommendation wa,s made on the 
'Advisory Cowmittee that the iO cents per 
b,tg should lie tLbolishecl, and I would like 
to know whetliet· he voted fot· t,hat recom
mendation or not. \\'hy I lmve raised it 
is because I sec no reference to it by Mr. 
Wakefield iu his remarks dealing with the 
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Rice Marketing Boa,rd and the Rice Pro
ducers' Advisory Committee. I have 
hea.rd a lot about the grading df rice but I 
have not heal"d anything about that tax 
which, I submit, is not of benefit to the 
producer, the farm:er, or the miller or the 
land-owner, but is of benefit to the hon. 
Membei- as the Managing Director of a 
firm of sort. I do not know if the hon. 
Member for North Western District would 
enlighten us on that. 

'IHE CHAIRMAN: What relevancy 
has yoUl' question to rice g1·ading? 

Mr. C. V, WIGHT: What I am doing 
is, I am trying to relieve the Rice Market
ing Boa,rd of this expense of $2,116, which 
may in some measure compensate for that 
10 cents per hag charge. 

ThE CHAIRMAN: We accept that 
as being relevant. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: May I ask if we 
a'r:e discussing the estimates of the Rice 
Marketing Board? 

Mr. JACOB: I think, sir, it would 
make very interesting re�1ding if a state
ment is pr'esented to this Council as to 

, the commission which is being paid and 
the differ·e·nt individuals and firms who are 
receiving that commission, In so far as I, 
an individual, am concerned, my name 
does not appea1· among the firms or individ
uals collecting 11,01rny from the It G. Hice 
Marketing Board. The name of Charles 
Ramki�sonn Jacob does not appear there 
but, as I have said, it will make verv 
interesting reading to obtain a statemen·t 
showing the firms ,ind individuals 1·eceiving 
money from the .Board. When my firm 
began to export rice we made a lot of 
capital expenditure. vVe had an agent 
travelling throughout the West Indies; 
he was statioued at Jomaica. for three 
years. We had another agent going around 
the French West Indies Islands selling rice. 
In 1938 when I went to England I managed 
to interest a firm there and on my re1 urn 
to the Colony I shipped them some bags 
of rice. My firm spent a good deal of 
mondy in the establishing and opening up of 
new markets for our rice indu�try. I felt 
when Government brought into force the 
Defnce Regulations that the firms which 
did pioneer work would have been com
pensn-ted, U i-t is now felll tlmt, the eoin .. 

mission should be wit hdrawn I have nothing 
to say against the withdrawal. I would 
like to hear, however, an expression 
of opinion by other 2¼embers who are 
receiving large sums of money month 1y 
from the Board but whose names do 
not appear only the names of the firms 
they reprnsent. It will be interesting 
reading to see the list and to see which 
tirm got the most money out of that 
commission. I iun i11terested in one 01· 
1,wo, maybe three, conce1·ns which have 
been receiving sums of money in some 
cases 30c., 20c and $1.00. 

Item 12-Training of Apprentices, 
$1,454. 

Mr. 0. V, WIGHT: I would like to 
see this vote increased. I think that this 
question of the training of apprentices 
generally in the Colony-and that is 
applicable to the Agricultural Depart
ment-should receive greate1· consideration 
from the local Govemment as well as 
other bodies. I think it is yery necessary 
to train a lot of these youths for agricul
tural anrl other kinds of pursuits in this 
Colony. I think that is one of the phases 
of industrial life in this Colonv which has 
been sndly neglected. I woi°i.ld like to 
hear what the hon. Director of Educ ,tion 
has to say on this question. I would lik:e 
to see the vote increased so as to provide 
for much more training ,ind for ruany more 
apprentices. 

Professor DASH: 'lhe hon. Member 
has raised :>. very interesting point. I do 
not know whether it is because this que;;
tion of Apprentices' Training is set out in 
the Wakefield .\1 ernorandum, but I would 
direct the hon. Me1nber's att-entio11 Lo 
paragrn.ph 42 (xii) which states: 

I would also recommend that provision be 
made to take up to 12 pupils for n year's pruo
tical training in dairy-farming and pig and 
poultry keeping. Accommodation and a mess 
and social room would be required. This might 
be the prelude to the later establishment of a 
farm school proper. 

In the Estimates to which I h,1ve re
ferred several times during to-day, I have 
included an estimate fo1· extra expenditure 
in that connection and for maintenance. 

Tm� COLONIA-L SECRETARY: In 
view of what the hon. Member has s,1id 
in regd•d to tht1 t1•g,ining of !l.pptgntioeR I 
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hope he will be in his place when Item 1 
(37) u11der the l:'ublic Works Dcpa,rtment
vote is before the Council.

Item 24-Mi,intenance of Rupununi 
Cattle 'l'rail, $7,500. 

'rnE UOLONCAL SECRETARY: I 
move tlmt the amount be incre,Lsed by 
$2,000. The Goveru.ment Veterinitry 
Surgeon has recently carried out a 
tour of the H upunuoi and has been 
nll over the ca.ttlo trail. ITe has reported . 
tlmt unless this item is increased by $2,000 
it will not be possible to keep the trail in 
,1 fit coudition fur the cattle to make use 
of it. There are a number of paddocks 
to be kepi, clea11 an d. in order, the number 
being fifteen. There are also three or four 
bridge, to be kept in order. The length of he 
trail is 334 miles of which 140 miles is part
ly through dense forest. The pt·esent vote is 
$7,500 and that works out at only $22 per 
mile. When the Rupununi Development 
Company used to maintain the trail they 
spent something like $10,000 on it, and 
when the Public Works Department 
looked after it they spent over a number of 
years an Merage of $8,500 a year. Since 
it has been banded over to the Agricultural 
Department the vote has been reduced to 
$7,500. I hope hon. Members will see 
their way to increase the vote by $2,000, as 

· recommended by the Government V eterin
ary Surgeon.

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item increased to $9,500. 

Item 25-Tobacco Industry Develop• 
ment, $5,084. 

Mr. DxAGUIAR: I am supporting this
item but I have been charged by my col
league on my left (Mr. Eleazar), who is
not here to-day, to mention that it is his
opinion that it is necessary . that the man
to be obtained for this work should be one
with experience in the curing of tobacco.
He seems to have the idea that unless you
get an officer out here to carry on the work,
one who is experienced in curing tobacco,
all our efforts in the indust,·y will be nulli-
fied. 

Professor DASH : I a,ro amazed at this 
question being raised at this stage,. becau�e
this matter has been so much ventilated m 
this Council. I think hon. :Mcmbern were 

told, at the time when the who!e of the 
recommendations on which the grant was · 
based went form.rd to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies and his advisers, 
that the Department ha,d made certain 
experiments with certain types of tobacco 
for loc11,l use. Prolonged examination of 
curing under our conditions was made, but 
we felt that we could not on our own 
continue to do the tobacco work without 
the aid of an expert in curiug, especially 
the flute curing of tubacco. T�e Recretary 
of State for the Colonies accepted those 
rec •mmendations on the report I submit
ted to Go,·ernment on the whole question, 
and obtt,ined the services of a big tobacco 
grower in Nyassaland with special experi
ence not only iu grnwing but the curing 
of that type of tobacco. 

I think what has given ri,;e to the views 
expressed is the fact that the office1· or 
somebo·ly did say tlmt he did not know 
anything about the "black fat" tobacco 
business. That is where the mistake came 
in. The manufacture of "black fat" 
tobacco is a secret process and it is not 
easy to get hold c,f it. Those commercial
ly concerned with the business zealously 
guMd the secret, and it is only by the slow 
process of experimentation that we will be 
able to tind the correct method employed, 
A certain amount of "black fat" tobacco is 
made, but it is not fh·st class and does not 
keep like the imported at·ticle. The officer, 
in addition to its use in the cigarette 
tobacco industry particularly, is looking 
into the matter. A certain amount of 
information has been collected by him in 
collaboration with the Chemist of the 
Department. What has given ·rise to the 
views expressed is, it is thought the 
tobacco officer is noL skilled in curing 
tobacco. 

:Mr. J)E AGUIAR: I knew the answei·, 
but I was only charged with a mission 
which I tried to carry out to the best of 
my ability. 

Item 27-Granting of Loans to Co. 
operative Credit Banks, $15,000. 

Mr. 0. V, WIGHT: With you1· per
mission, sil', I move that the amount be 
doubled and the item carried out at 
$30,000. The reason fot• that is that it is 
only a temporary measure to aid the 
farmer, It is the only fo1•m or one of thE} 
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very small ways in which the farmer or 
producer is l'elieved from economic slavel'y 
at the hands of the landed proprietor or 
other persons who may be over and a.bove 
him. It seems to me that was "lso realized 
by Mr. Wakefield when in his report he 
spoke of short and lo�g term financing. 
It does not necessarily refer exactly in 
this way to it, but I think it is t.he only 
means of relieving some of those persons. 
: our Excellency will find on probing 
mto the matter, as I feel sure you will do 
judging from wh,1t you have done in the 
shol't time you have been here, that most 
of these farmers have to pay exorbitant 
interests and all sorts of cxtortion11,te 
means are adopted against them. This is 
the only attempt at the present time to 
relieve the situation. 

I am going to make the same plerL under 
item 28-" Loans to stock farmers, 
$1 1000 "-and ask that that be i11c1·eased 
by a substantial amount. It is very ditli
cult to confine oneself to the particular 
area mentioned iu the marginal note. I 
think that is also an item worthy of con
siderntion fo1· developing the Esscquebo 
River District. Similar considerntion may 
apply to Bartica and othe1· areas where 
assistance of the kind may be given which, 
I venture to suggest, shows in the hon. 
Director a sympathy with those persons 
who are unable by economic restriction to 
develop their ordinary daily welfare. 

Mr. MACKEY: Before I decide 
whether I should support the hon. Member 
who has just spoken, I would like to ask 
the hon, Direetor how he at'rived at the 
figure, $15,000. Was it ba8ed on applica
tions received in the past? 

Profeaeor DASH : I have some very 
interesting figures which, I think, the 
Council may like to hear in connection 
with the remarks of the last two speakers 
Here is the position in respect of those 
loans in 1941. The estimates for 1941 
provided $5,000, and a supplementary 
estimate provided $15,000, which has all 
been allocated; S':> that means $20,000 has 
been allocated, but in addition to that 
there is a final alloca1 ion of a £urthet· 
$10,000 which has been asked for and 
approved but has not been allocated as yet. 
We know precisely what amounts are 
required by each credit bank. A -very 
substan,tial sum has already been arranged 

for and allocated during this year. For 
next year we have put on that sum based 
on the requests we have had, as I have 
indicated, and we think it will be sufficient, 
but if the requirements are likely to be 
greater and the banks are in such a 
position that they can .usefully use more 
money I am certain Government will be 
only too pleased to give the matter sympa
thetic consideration. 

Mr. JACOB: On the 17th October 
this Council voted under Item 25 of Head 
"Agriculture" the �um of $11,500 for 
the granting of loans to Co-operative 
Credit Bnnks. I understood from thl3 hon. 
Director that a further $10,000 is men
tionerl. May I enquire if the $15,000 to 
be provided for 194 2 is exclusive of that 
$11,500 voled on the 17th October ? 

Mr. Mc DAVID (Colonial ·Treasurer): 
As the hon. Director has explained, the 
provision for this year has already been 
allocated and will be expended, and wha,t 
is more a further sum will appear in the 
Third f:iupplementitr)" Estimate which has 
not yet t:ome before the Council and whit:h 
will make a grand total of $20,000 fo1· the 
current year. The figure in this year's 
Estimate is exclusive. 

Mr. JACOB: Then I take it that the 
amount no,v is for 194 2. My hon. friend, 
the Member for Western Essequebo 
(M1·. C. V. Wight), suggested it should 
be $30,000 and I have anticipated that 
the !ton. Mr. Mackey is ag1•eeiog 
with that amount. On the 17th Octo
bet• when loans to Go-operative Credit 
Banks ,vere voted here I expresMed the 
view th1J.t it should be a ·ver',v large sum. 
The hon. Member for Centl'al Demerara. 
(Mr, D&Aguiar) said I was not bold enough 
to suggest a half million dollars. I think 
that if the Government h11,� in view the 
extension of agricultural industries and, as 
Government is going to appoint a Deputy 
Director of AgricultUt·e, if Government has 
in mind a real progressive step in the 
future, a "five i, may be put before the 
"one II and make the amount $515,000, I 
am stl'ongly of the opinion that if thi!! 
attitude had been adopted in the past our 
ag1•icultu1•al industries and othe1• things 
would have been far• better off now. When 
I asked that $5001000 be put aside to lend 
agl'icultul'ists I a,lso asked that adequate 
safeguardii be ta�en to see the ��ount$ 
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collected and that the interest should not 
be more than 4 per cent. I think 1.L1Tauge
ments ought to be made in this Colony to 
lend agriculturists, the large ones at 4 per· 
cent. and peasant cultivators at 6 or 7 per 
cent. A step in that direction will help 
every industry, rice as well. 

Mr. DEAGUIAR: I would like to oay 
that I am in S)-rnpat,1,y with what has hef'n 
said by the speakers on the item, but I 
oppose and will continue to oppoRC' the 
fol'm in which it is put before the Council, 
or rather the form in which these loa.ns 
are presented vVe are considering the 
estimates of exrenditure upon which we 
lrnve to frame om· budget. We alrnady 
have it that $20,000 has been a.Jlocated for 
this purpose this year. I· is p1·op0Rec.l that 
we should allocate :i\l!'i,000 for next year. 
()ne hon. Member has suggested *30,0UO. 
Wlmt I oppose is that items of this 
character should go into the :innurd budget. 
Has Government framed a definite policy 
to advance loa.ns to Co-operative Credit 
Banks, or farmers, or agriculturists? I 
do not know who the men are, but is 
Government working on a definite policy? 
If Government is coming to this Oouncil 
with a policy, let us know how much to 
advance ,ind let us decide how that money 
is to be raised. I am opposed in principle 
to the form in which these items a.ppea.r. 
It seems thn.t Government is determined 
to go on in this way. It is bad accounting 
and bad financing, with all due defe1·ence 
to the hon. Colonial Treasurer who is 
shaking his hear!. I 1m1intain and hope to 
give my autho1·ity that it is definitely ba.cl 
financing. It seems that there is nothing 
that can be said in support of this method 
of granting lo,.ns or crediting items of n 
capital nature. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: M11y I interrupt the 
hon. l\fomber to point out that the loans 
are granted by statutory authority vested 
in the Legislative Council? 

Mr. DEAGUIAH: I can Rympathize 
with the hon. Member ou my right ( \II 1·. 
C. V. Wight). It is true that legal
practitioners have to pass an exa.mination
in accounting.

M 1·. 0. V. WIGH'l': You find that in the
lower branch of the profession. 

Mr, DsA,GUIAR 1 I do not think, how-

ever that knowledge of accounting is more 
than to a.dd four columns of figures. Per
haps tha.t · qua.lifics him for examining 
accounts. I do ask you seriously to con
sider the points I have raised. I do not 
know how it is my colleague cannot see 
it. T do not like the manner in which 
these items are R.ppcaring oo these 
Estimates. I have already said they are 
going to reach !ii I 50,000. It is wrong to 
budget fot· such a largo sum out of one 
year':; revenue, cspocially having regard to 
the fact that the lon.ns are recovemble. 

Tm� CHArRMAN: 
affect revenue? 

How do they 

Mr. M.c DAVID: There is an item under 
revenue for $18,000. T would like to make 
this point. Tlwse loans ,ire long term loans 
recoverable over five vears, so that the rate 
of recovery being so i;;iow the corresponding 
credit cannnt be reflected to a greater 
extent io revenue than now appears. You 
yourself have given one explanation of this 
method of budgeting which has been put 
forward by the Colonial Office. One 
reason is that these items come before the 
Legislative Council for rLpproval. Before 
1937 when tlw change was made, these loans 
were made entirely on the order of the 
Governor in Council. They were taken 
ont of the budget and the surplus only 
appeared on tho Estimates. Another 
ren.son i8, when n. hl'ge number of loans 
has been made out of surplus, although 
that surplus appears oo the books, the 
actua,l cash i� not there. That was the posi
tiou of tli iH Colony tL few yea l's ago. There 
was a surplus of ;j;-!00,000 and most of it 
httd beei1 lent out. Thnt is what the 
Colonial Oftico wanti;; to pnvent. We 
w,int iictual su, plu8 and not paper surplus. 
There is some jui;tification £or this definite 
action which the hon. ,,, ember ci·iticizes 
so much. Tt iH VCl'J goorl business policy 
in so far as Government iH concerned that 
wh re there is :t kurplus it must be cash. 

Mr. JJE AGUIAR.: The reply is very 
unconvincing. Berirnse Government did 
something wrong ma.ny years ago it must 
come b11ck an<l do something wrong again 
in anot,her form? Both actions were 
wrong. 

'l'HE CHAIRMAN: Then I must ask 
the hon. Member to put up his own form. 
Thertl are othtJL' ways of 4oing it, Yo11 

r-
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can collect the whole under one head
Loans-and show it in the Budget as a 
vote by the Legislative Council. I would 
much prefer to see the Development 
Schemes under one head, but, ·out· present 
instructions al'0 to show them under indi
vidual heads. Anothe1· way of doing it is 
to take it off the Estimates altogether and 
give powers under statutory authority to 
draw funds on the Colony for the Credit 
Banks, and that will not appear until the 
report of the llank is laitl before the 
Legislative Council. I think you �hould 
put up a resolution which I would be will
ing to send to the Secretary of Stf1.tc for 
the Colonies. You should not blarno 
Government for what it has clone before. 
I have very bitter experience of it whero 
loans used to be advanced by the Execu
tive Council under statutory authority but 
it did not come annually before the Legis
lative Council. What I am concerned 
about before we increase the amount is 
whether there is the machine1·v to lrn1vlle 
$30,000 as against $15,000 effe"ctively. 

Professor DASH: These banks con,e 
to us as they need funds and the Commit
tee make recommendations. I have pointed 
out that we have already hnd $:J0,000 and 
a further $30,000 is being nJloeated, and 
it seems to me we are not bounrl to alloca
cate more than we can use at a time. 

Tim CHAIRMAN: It does not rest 
with the Government to lend out $30,000 
and you do not anticipate there will be 
applicationr- for more than !l;l5,000. 
Government has to wait on the Banks ask
ing for amounts. 

M.r. C. V. WIGHT: I am. going to
suggest, if that is the view taken by Gov 
ernment, that the hon. Direct or should not 
hesitate to come to Governmeut when appl i
cations arc maclP. hy the 11:iuks to him. 
He must not be afraid to come to the 
Council and ask for an increase, becau8c 
I can appreciate what tbe hon. Coloniul 
Treasurer has said. Perlmps the manner 
of accounting is a matter for Government. 
I would withdraw my suizg�stion if the hon. 
Director would consider applications for 
loans as favourably as he can when they 
are made to him. 

THE CHATRM.�N: Does it @Lke any 
difference to Governm'··nt machinery? 
The hon. Director thinks the Banks will 
n.ot be asking for much. The only way is 

for Government to create its own banks 
and go about asking people to 1isk for 
loans. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Supposing thern 
was a, demand for mort', he woulcl lmvo to 
come back here on supplemcnta1 y estimates 
for it. 

Mr. JACOB: There is something seri
ously wrong somewhere. The hon. 
Colonial 'l'reasut·or knows there is a great 
demand by private intlividuals to get lo1L11s 
through Co-opern1ive Credit B,mks and, I 
think, the hon. Dirccto1· of Agrtculture 
knows too that in October a deputu.tion of 
rice growers headed by the hon. Member 
for Essequebo H.iver (Mr. Lee) saw the 
Officer Administering the Govern1oent and 
the hon. Colonial Trelisurer at Govern
ment House An11exe and tl,e point wag 
stressed that Government should take tho 
initi,ttivo in crnating the machinery. Let 
Government say "\Ille have $:500,UOO to 
lend" and Government will find applica
tions being made for tha.t money, but for 
the hon. Member to say that applications 
will not be roade I cannot undl'rRbicincl it. 
I think the hon. Colonial Treasut·et· can 
recali that members of the Rico I· ro
clucers' Advisory Committee interviP.wed 
Sit· Wilfrid Jackson 11ome time last veae 
and the: point was stressed thtLt money 
should be advanced to rice growers, 
and perm1s•1on ,nts gmnted under 
Chapter 155-H.tce Growol's Loans Onli
n11nce-wl,ich aut 1 ,o,·ized the advance out 
of public funds to registe, eel Co-opem
tive Credit Ban 1,s up to $150,010. Tf 
the facilities are pruvi 'eel applica,t ions 
will ue m1tcie for the monev a11d iwricul
turo will progress. Hut ·while 1" agree 
with the hon. i\.lember for Cent ral Dern
erara tlmt so1ue rliffernnt rneth ,d of 
accounting should bo shown and th,it the 
pt·esent syKtem is wrong, that is no reason 
why the hon. Member for Centni.l Dem
erara (Mr De Agui,Lt·) should gay he 
does not agree in principle. I think I 
know there tire other reasons why 
these facilities are not c1·eated. The hon. 
IV ember for vVestern Essequebo (Mr. 
C. V. Wight) refcned to it. When
advances arc made to agriculturists it is
done on certain conditious. They must
purcha.se tl?eir machinery f, om the other
party, they have to pay interest sometimes
at 8 per cent. ,Lnd sometimes mot·e and
they have to buy at the seller's price
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It is a very big question. ( think ,ve are 
getting on excellently. We just have to do 
it on a small scale. Tell ag1'iculturists not 
to go to the money-lenders and the laud
owners but that they can go t , the Govern
ment Loan Bank and get money at 6 or 7 
pc,· cen•. ,Lnd you will see how agricultuni 
will progress in this Colony. 

THE COLONIAL S�CRETARY: '!he 
rice growers of this Colony definitely have 
my sympathy especially in re�ard to the 
bu, ,·o ., i 11g uf tuumiy. T. wuultl like tu reca,ll 
a statement made b)7 rice growers on tho 
deputation to which the hon. Member has 
1·eferred. They pointed out that even if 
$500,000 is made available to be lent out 
one of the:r greatest difliculties to be ov, r
come is the questiou of land tenancy. The 
hon. Member will remember that state
ments were marle of instances where a 
grower goes to t' e Bank anrl bo1TOWH 
mon"y but has to return it and borrow 
from the land owner instead. '.rhe fact of 
being abie to obtain a loan will not get 
the growers over their ditliculties. They 
want Io lrnve the land for a definite period 
and then they cttn go to the Bank and 
borrow money. Until something is 
done to secure the land to them for a 
definite period y .. u will not, l,e able to help 
them to the ex; ent t , which it is hoped. 
"\Vlrn.t I thiuk the hon. Member is getting 
:it is an Agl'ic:ultu, al I oan Bank as they 
have in other Colonies. lnva.riably those 
banks lend money on a sugar crop, but 
rice crop is a difficult one to bonow 
money on. It is a big question, this 
security of tenure of lm1d, lrnt t,hc matter 
is still being pursuerl. 

Mr. JACO8: I have been tisking for 
these things £,,r nearly 2U year�, and tlmt 
is the type of reply I alwavs get. I weut 
with the two deputations and I endeavoured 
to make it perfectly clear but tl,e hon. 
M, mber would not listen to wlrnt I luid to 
say but to the illit rnte who cannot l·xpress 
hi•n.�elf perfectly. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
grnn ed an interview at the request of the 
1·ice growel'S and not at the request of the 
hon. Member. I was therefore prepared 
to listen to the rice growers and not to 
him. 

Item ptissed. 

ltem 27-Government Produce Depot, 
$5,500. 

Dr. SINGH : Is this amount for the 
building of auothe1' Produce Depot ? 

Professor DASH : It is the operating 
cost of the Depot for the year 1942. This 
question was fully discussed in this Council 
shortly before Your Excellency al'l'ived in 
this Colony. Tim subject was very fully 
vent ila.t ed and statements were made show
ing what the positi"u would be in 1942. 
The total sum asked for is $5,500 1Lnd that 
includes salu.ries to the Supervisor, the 
A-sistanL Supe• visor, tho book-keeper, the 
cashier, casual employees, etc. 'l'hat is the 
vote of expenditure fol' 1942, only 
the operating charges, and has nothing 
to do with trade. That is done by a 
revolving fund from which purchases are 
made. Trading profits arn not very much 
and are especially dependent on the volume 
of goods h,,ndled, I think the total 
amount of trading profits at the moment 
is $I, 931.8-�, cill of which will be paid into 
tht: Treasury. 

Mr. C. V. 'WIGHT: I hope the hon. 
Dirnctor will CfLrefully consider the notes 
of M,·. Wakefield, as I have no doubt he 
will, and the criticisms m1Lde. He stated:-

The establishment of tbe centrul depot for 
the market iog of ground provisions and fruit 
was ltasteued as a war-measure. It is not, 
however, likely to benclit t,he produce,· of the 
outlying di�1 ricts Io a satisfactory degree until 
the organisa1 ion is completed by the addition 
of country depo:s or collecting centres with 
adequate trained staff under the central direc
tion of a M1Lrketi11g OJ-ficu. In tact, l consider 
tllat if complete organisation is delayed, boLh 
the depot and Government marketing schemes 
i11 gent:ral wlty be brought into d isrepule. 

If t,hat is the policy, do you not conside1' 
the advisability of incren,siug the amount? 
If yon have to can-y out that recommen
da,tion you would not \\'ant only $5,500 
for Gco1:getown. 

Prufos:;or D SH: vVe appreciate that, 
but we htwe to get the l',farketing Officer 
first so as to fol'ow on those 1·equirnm0nts. 
\Ve cannot tackle it without the Ma1·ket
ing Ofticer. 

Mr. C.V. WIGHT: All depeurls on him 

TRE CB AIRMAN: When we come to the 
Development Vote we may include all the 
e)!:penditure in connettion with the Market
ing Oflicer, his sal -ry and uthcr expenses. 

Mr, JACOB: It i� no use opposing 
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this item. I did so very strongly on the 
17th October. When this Depot was 
started, the idea was that it will pay its 
way. 

ProfesAor DASH: To a point of 
explanatiou ! When the Depot was stf1rted 
it was not said that it will pay its way. 
We said. that evPn if it dropped money it 
would be going to the farmers. 

Mr. JACOB: My conception 0£ the 
matter is this. Here you have a Govern
ment Depot and a certain amount has been 
voted as a revolving fund to run it. One 
of the • gricultural Superintendents whose 
salary is voted under the Head " � gri
culture" supervised the Lh•pot for a year, 
and I strongly objected to his salary not 
being charged against the Oepot, in order 
to show the actual revenue and expenditure 
with the view of seeing whether the Depot 
is being run at a profit or not. We have 
been told that there is a trading profit of 
$1,931.84 and there is the revolving fund, 
what then is the object in asking for $5,500 
to be voted now for 1942 ? If the Depot 
is being run at tt profit, is it then a vote 
for increasing the capital of the Depot ? 

Professor DASH : Trading profit is 
tl 1 e difterence between sales and purchases, 
and it amounts to $1,931. 

THE CHAIRM�N 
C'olony Bevenue? 

Tlmt goes into 

Professo1· D1\ SH : Yes! 

THE CHAIUMAN: Hut the operating 
expenses still stand, rind so there is no 
trading profit at c ll ! 

Mr. J .-\COB: 'l'hat is how things are 
being confuRed in this Council. This 
Depot is being run on ,t t.t-ading profit of 
$1,\J31.8+, but all the overhead charges of 
the staff officers against whom serious 
complaints have been made are chai·ged 
separately. I pre&ume th,,t all will be 
charged now with this $5,500. That is 
only one aspect. The other i8 that this 
Dep,)t supplies Government institutions at 
prices far ;ibove what can be secured 
ordinarily from firms ltnd individuals in 
·water Street and the market-

Professor 
oon·eetion I 

DASH: To a poiut 
'\'hat is definitely untrne. 

of 

Mr. JACOB: Merely·making the state
ment that it is untl'Ue is not sufficient. I 
think all Government institutions should 
ask for quotations on the several items and 
let the Depot compete in the open market 
with other tenderers. I am not against 
the Depot supplying Government insti1u
tions, but I think the whole thing is most 
unbusinesslike. I think Government should 
open a branch Depot in the North-\Vest 
District where all the goods can be collected, 
:,ssrirted, graded and then sent to George
town. That will be a definite ser·vice 
to the farmers in thltt area, but the 
suggestion is brushed aside and uot con
sidered. 

ProfesRor DASH : That is quite wrong, 
and I must repeat that the hon. Member 
must not make these statements. In my 
1·eply to the hon. Member I intimated that 
the whole irlea is to create country depots, 
but the hon. Member still makes the Rug
gestion. It is not brushed aside but I 
havti not been ttble to take it up as yet.. 

Mr . .TACOB: Months a d months ago 
I asked but did not get a reply. I merely 
wa , t Your Excellency to see that when 
we gt·umble here we have a cause for so 
doing, This money is being absolutdy 
wasted. 

THE COLONIAL SECHETARY: The 
hon. Member began his speech by stating 
thttt Government never intimated that 
there might be a loss. I would like to 
refer hon. ' embers to the Hansard of 
the 29th August, 1930, where it is clearly 
set out. 

The item was I assed. 

GnANT To BEEKEllPEns' AswcHTION. 

Professor DA.SH: I move the inse,·tion 
of a new sub-head-" :.l9. Grant to the 
Beekeepei s' Association-$!80 ". 

Question put and agreed to. 

Professor D \ SH : The net total to be 
voted under the Head "Agriculture" is 
$164,088. 

The Council l'esumed. 
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U. S. A. EN·1•ny INTO Trrn WAR. 

THB PRESIDENT: It is now within 
ten minutes of closing and we may tttke 
the resolution for trnnl:!mission to the 
U. S. A. Authorities ,LS to the feeling� of 
the Council relative t.o the U. S. A. 
entry into the War. I will accept the 
motion now. 

:Nlt-. \:YOOLFORD: With you1· permis
sion I ask leave that the Standing Rules 
,ind Orders of this Council be suspended 
to allow a motion of public importance to 
be moved. 

Pl'Ofessor DASH secouded. 

Question put, and 11greed to. 

Mr. WOO LFOH.D : I beg to move the 
following resolution-

That this Council desires to place on record 
its deep sense of the complete a111ity and com
munity of feeling which animate this Colony 
and every pa1 t or tiie British Commonwealth of 
Nations towards the Government of the United 
States of America and its peoples in the grave 
crisis with which thoy u.re confronted by the 
momentou� and untowarJ declaration of war by 

the Axis Powers, and further desires to express 
its profound sympathy iu regard Io the loss and 
damage snstaiaed by that Go1•ern11Jent and 
com1aitteil in defiance of every cods of honour 
and of common humani-'qr. 

And be it further resolved-Tha.t t!Jis Council 
pledges to the Unit.ed t:;tates Government its 
assurances that every effort will be wa'1e by 
the Governmeut of this Uolony and its inhabit
ants to fnciliate the on�rous and responsible 
duties imposed on the military auLhorities at 
present stationed in the Uolony ancl to co-oper
ate with them in every mauuer poa�ible iu the 
discharge of those duties. 

I feel that the resolution commends it
self to the unanimous decision of every 
Member of this Council, and I would ask 
that after its pa,;sage Your Excellency be 
entrusted to trnnsmit to tho U. S Con
sul and other Authorities in the Colony 
and to the U.S. Government a copy of this 
resolution. 

Mr. C. V, WIGHT: I beg to second it. 

Motio11 put, and passed unanimously. 

'.l'he Council adjourned until Tuesday 
16th December, 1941, ,it 11 ,1. m. 

I 




