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[Mr. Speaker in the Chair]
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Hi� Honour the Speaker, Mr. A. P. Alleyne. 

Memfieis of the Government 

,If i, ,; :, ; ::-:-:::. 

The Honourable L. F. S. Burnham,. Q.C.
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:Leader of the House) 

- Minister of Local Government
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- Minister of Agriculture
- Minister of Forests, Lands

and Mines 
- Minister of Works and

Hydraulics 
- Minister of Trade, Shipping

and Civil Aviation 
- Minister of Health
- Minister of Labour
- Minister of Economic

Development 
The Honourable S. S. Ramphal, C.M.G.�Q.C.,.. Attorney-General and

Minister of State 



Parliamentary Secretaries 
Mr. D. B. deGroot 
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Mr. O. E. Clarke 

Mr. P. n..a.

Mr. J. G. Je,a.-ia, O.B.E.. J.P. 

Mr. C. v. t..-Onmg 
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Prime Minister's Office

- Parliementary Secretary,
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- Pa.rlismentary Secretary,
Ministry of Education 
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- Parliamentary Secretary,

Ministry of Local 
Government 

- Parliamentary Secretary,
linistry of Works and 

Hydraulics 
- Parliamentary Secretary,

Ministry of Finance 

Dr. J. K. M. Richmond 
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Mr. W. A. Bl air
Mr. J. Budheo
Mr. W. G. Carrington 

Mr. T. A. Sancho 
Mr. I. Te1lo, Deputy Speakerf"
Rev. A. B. Trotman 
Mr. H. M. s. 11'bartoo, J.P. J

Mr. R. G. B, Fi el d-RidJ,.y 

Mr. D. Prashad 

Members of the Oppos.i tion 

Dr. C. B. Jagaa, Leader of the Opposition 
Mr. A. 0:tase 
Mr. B. ff, Benn 
Mr. Ram Karran

M ... R. Oiandisingh 
Mr, H. J, M. Hubbard 
Dr. Charles Jacob, .}T. 
Mr. C. V. Nunes 
Dr. F. H. W. Ramsahoye 
Mr. E, M. G. Wilson 

Mr. M. Hamid, J.P. 
Mr. J, R. S. Luck

Mr. D. C. J agan 
Mr. H. LaJJ 
Mr. M. Khan, J.P. 
Mr. Y. Ally 
Mr. R, D. Persaud 
Mr. M, Poonai 
Dr, S.. A. Ramj obn 

Clerk of the National Assembly - Mr. F. A. Nara in
Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly 

(Acting) - Mr. M. B. Henr y 

Absent: 

The Honourable Mrs, W, Ga�kin, 
Min ister of Education and Race Relations - on leave. 

Mr. L. Linde 
Mr, -E. M. Stoby 

Mr. S. M. Saffee 

Mr. M. Bhagwan - on leave.
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SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 

Tlte Mini•ter of Housing 
and Reconatructioa (L eader 
of the .House). (Mr. Bissemb�r) ! 
Mr. Speaker, I move the sus� 
pension of the relevant Stand
i ng Orde r dealing with the 
order of the business of. the
d ay i n  order to e nable the
Representative of the Government
and people of India to make a
presentation of a 'Speaker�� Chair
by the Government and people of
I ndia t o  the Government and
p eople of Guyana.

Question put, an:J B4reecf to. 

Standin� Order No. 12 sus

pended 

PRESENTATION OF SPEAKER'S CllAIR 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, 
Assistant High Commissioner for 
India! Today is a fairly impor-:
tant day in the history of this 
National Assembly.inasmuch as we 
are gathered here to receive from 
you, sir, this gift as a token of 
the appreciation of the Govern
ment and people of India for this 
country of Guyana. This is not a 
time for speech-making. All I 
want to do is to ask.you, sir, to 
c ome forward and make t his 
presentation to the hon . Prime 
Minister . 

The Assistant Big• Commis
sioner for ·1adia (Mr. lundan 

·Lall): Hon. Speaker, hon. Prime
Minister, hon. Ministers, hon.
Members of the Parliament, my
colleagues, ladies and gentlemen!
:r , , 1 J n ,a mr;,.;J acro 

to be here this afternoon to hand 
over the Speaker's Chair as a 
gift from the Government and the 
people of India to the Government 
and the people of Guyana. 

The Guyan ese are dear to 
India for obvious reasons. The 
people of the two countries are 
i ntimately connected not by 
formal treaties and· alliances 'but 
·by bonds of oneness andfmutual,
affection. Guyana's march to
freedom was watched with great
interest by the people of India.
The respect for Guyana and the
people of Guyana stands high in
my country.

2. lu p.m.

On the other hand, recently when 
there'was news of distress .and 
domestic trouble in India anxiety 
and concern was shown here by 
g ood  Guyanese. That indeed 
touched my feelings ·overwhelming
ly. No doubt some forces have
been at play in India diverting 
people's minds into wrong chan
nels and trying to pervert the 
course of national life, but the 
trouble is now over. The remark
able attribute of the agcient
heritage is that the people love 
peace. Their sentimentalism, if 
I may say so, is their_ weakness 
a nd that is often exploited. 
N evertheless, the people are 
courageous and capable of making
sacrifices· for the country or any 
noble cause. 

Evidence of India and of 
Indian culture is found in abUir 
dance in this country, and it is 
BO' conviction that the inheritor� 
of e areet world beritave will
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continue to enrich and ennoble 
the life of the green land of 
Guyana. India feels satisfaction 
in. the fact that the Indians who 
came here under unhappy condi
tions have worked ha.rd hand-in
\ and with other immigrants for 
themselves and for the country of 
their adoption of· which they are 
now proud nationals. 

Generally speaking, scienc6 
and technology have brought about 
a physical unification of the 
v>'or·l d. · Now we have ra�c� '."JJ.d 
cultures be 1 

· .6ing to different 
areas mingling with one another 
and trying to understand one 
another. For happiness and peace 
it is essential for the people in 
multiracial aJd multicultural 
countries to develop in them a 
sense of belonging to one whole, 
and a sense that they have common 
purposes whatever their -:;aste, 
:olour er creed, and that their 
entire state stands for certain 
ideals which appe al to the sense 
of integrity; w hich appeal to 
+ he conscienc e of the nation.
Hccctility- is not the natural at
: i rude of human beings. It is
n,iP of tolerance. The rejection 

; t_ he past  for the sake of 
, · ,,re alone gives rise to mutual 
•· "PE'Ct and makes the achievement
'. •he national objectives; easier.

In the context of world rela
Lions India's foreign policy has 
Jften been declared to be one of 
working for peace and friendship 
with all countries and of avoid
ing alignments with power blocs. 
we have grown up under 1ll8liy years 

and Jawaharlal Nehru who have 
taught us that_ hatred an·d vio
lence are essentially b.ad and 
evil, and that anything which 
promotes hatred, therefore, is 
bad. The practical choice offered 
b y  these two great Indians to 
the worrd is to co-operate or 
perish - peaceful co-existence or 
no existence at all. 

India's friendship with 
Guyana is bound to be meaningful 
and practical. I -;,a.ke this op
p ortunity to affirm that the 
Indian mission in this �ost 
hospitabl �ountry ot yours \<ill 
devote to '"'" furtherance of co
operative activities in politj
c al, cultural and economical 
fields. 

Prime Minister, sir, the 
G overnment and the people of 
Indi a sincerely wish peace and 
procperi�y for Guya�a and iis 
charming people. As a token of 
their love I present on their 
behalf this Chair for use by the 
honourable Speaker of this august 
House. 

May I, with your permission. 
sir, say a Vedic hymn to inspire 
the future deliberations of this 
Parliament under the presidency 
of this Chair and to invoke the 
blessings of Lord that all power 
inherent in the land may blossom 
into love and the country bloom 
into an orchard: 

11- SANGACHHDAVAM SAMVADDAVAM

SAM WO MANASI JANTAM DEVO

BHAGAM YATIIA PURVE SANJANANA

UPASATE. UP SERV MAT'RM



 
901 Pr,e,um tati1X1 of 15Tti NOVEMB£R. t966 �er• a ClWi' 902 

(Rig Ved) 

0 noblemen! get together 

May the intentions of Assem
bly be one 

May all t�e hearts here feel 
alike. 

0 aoblenea! Follow tile path 
blazed by your aaeeators 

Who worked· aud pray,ed to
gether, aad 

Serve tae motherland with 
devotion and live sacrifice.• 

Tlae Pri•e lliaiat.er (Mr. 

Burnhaa) : Mr - Speaker, it is a 
unique and undoubted pleasure, on 
behalf of  the Gover1111ent and 
people of Guya;oa, to accept this 
symbolic gift, in the foI'III of a
Speak:er 1 s Cha.ir, froa the Govern
aent and people of ladi:a. to as in 
Guyua. It would ee my duty, on 
this occasion, while r�turning 
thanks to the donors, through 
their sgent-represe11tative the 
Assistut ligh Coaissioaer for 
India, to ohSi!rve t•at � in 
Gayua feel certain strung bonds 
with the p,epi,le, inhabitants and 
nation of lDdia.. 

There is, o( course, the 
indisputable, historical fact 
that a significaut, indeed, a 
large section of our�Ol)ulation 
traces its origin back to that 
great sub-continent of India. 
But it is not only the fortuitous 
fact of origin which binds the 
nation of Guyana to the nation 
of India. The struggle of the 
Indian people, under tae leader
ship of great men lik� 'ieadhi· 8.11d 

Nehru, was looked .at and admired 
with the greatest sympathy by 
many of us who were, at that 
time, comparatively very young 
and wllo were beginning to recog
nize and !realize that Indepen
dence was the God-given r�ht of 
a people. 

·Snceess of the Indian Freedom
l1ovi,ment culminating in. . Indepen
d ence in 1947 was acclabted by 
all of as and, since then, the 
-.rob of India 11a101Jgst the inde
pendent nations of the lftlt.'ld. has 
further earned our a.d•ira.tiou. 
Unless I ua sadly 11istaken, it 
was the Indian nation which adum
brated more clearly than it had 
ever been before, Uae �cept of 
a truly indepeudfflt policy 011 the 
part of emergent nations aid·st 
or between the Scylla and Charyb
dis of the two major world blocs. 
Since her accession to Indepen
dence, the status and image of 
India have undoubtedly improved 
if that at all h8.s beea possibl/ 

We feel th.at the saint 
Gandhi of India is our saint 
too and the hero Nehru is;our 
hero too. The two countries 
share the common experience of 
attempti� to lift up a nation 
out of the ashes of the past, 
so to -speak, a ·past bedevilled 
by the nnperia.list motif, a past 
which leaves many difficulties 
remaining over unto the present. 
We also share with Iudia certain 
difficulties which arise as a 
result of certain. divisive ele-
11lellts - purposely divisive ele-· 
111ents - difficulties which we
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feel we can overcome in the same 
wa:y as we  see India overcmning 
such difficulties. 

2.20 p.m. 

We, on our part, look forward 
to a much closer a,sso.ciation with 
the Government and .people,of 
India. We look forward, as the 
Assistant ligh Commissioner has 
said this a�ernoon, to a mean
ing ful rel ationship in other 
fields. In the circumst ances, it 
is a great pleasure crn behalf of 
the Government and people of 
Guyana to accept this most charm
ing, ornate but utilitarian gift, 
the Speaker's Chair. 

It. must have some further 
s igni fi cance, and I venture to 
believe that that significance 
lies in the fact that the donors 
and the donees are w:edrled to the 
concept of the paramountcy of the 
role of the Speaker. May I thank 
the Assistant High Co11l11Iissioner 
of India in Guyana; , 8.Ild may I ask 
him to convey to his Government 
the gratitude which has been 
expressed ttnd wtd cli will later 
be formaJ.ly exvressed by way of 
note "';erhale. May I alsD take 
this opportunity 011 behalf of the 
Governme·nt and the people o ( 
Guyana to pre·sen:t this Chair to 
you,, Mr.· Sf:t8aker

,. 
as the guardian 

of the privileges of this lfouse, 
and I »ope that for you will be a 
long and illustrions occrqmnc:y 
thereof. 

'Rl-e ,l:.eawler •11 tke-�0tion 
(Dr. Jagan): I, t�o, should like 
to join the hem.- Prime flimster 
in expl"eS'Sing the thanks of this 
House to the Government and peo-

ple of India for this beautiful 
gift which we see displayed here 
today. I think one and all will 
agree that t his gift  make s a 
magnificent addition to this 
Chm.her. The student s of archi
tecture will probably say that it 
fits in and blends in very nicely 
with the surroundings. And it 
also shows us the craft Slllanship 
of the Indian people - their high 
skill in this direction. 

Whe:n making t:be presentation 
this afternoon, the Assist a nt 
High Collllllissioner said that ther e 
was much in co111mon between his 
country and our coUI1try.. I should 
also like to underscore this 
poiDt by Teferring, not mainly to 
tile tact tltat there are so many 
Indians l"eS'ide11t in Gnytf.lla, but 
to the fact that India has been 
one of the countries, indeed one 
of the very earliest of countries 
which not only aspired but fought 
for the ideals which we in Guyana 
aspire and fight for. India was 
the country· which blazed the 
t rail for freedom and indepen
dence and liberty. Many were the 
days of hardships and sufferings4 
It was in the 1930's when certain 
British officials said that they 
did not foresee th e d ay when
India will aeh:ieve her Indepen
dence. We are glad t_,hat India 
achieved lier Independe:mce because 
in tlm.t achi·evement tbe, seeds of 
the achiev�nt of IndepeJidence 
for other conntri es were also 
sown. Therefore, we in this 
House and out of this House owe 
a debt of gratitude to the p:aple 
who have suffered and who ha� 
m.a.rle. sacrifices in that country 
to obta-in the fre-edom i.hat they 
&spired to. 

Another thing which we have 
in cmmnon with that country is 



'the philompl!y wlddt its leaders 
have espoused , the philosophy of 
not only polit i-eal independence 
but economi e independence; a. 
policy of non-alignment, of uot 
being caught up with entangle
ment s in the struggle for supre
macy. Unfortunately, th.e cause 
9 f non-a.liJtmaen.t has saff ered a 
oerla.iu ammint of sei.-back oa the 
front as a whole • But we have oo 
doubt th&t this set-back will be 
shon-lived. ,a.ti. the reactionary 
forces uua.ble to coatain tllose 
elements which fi.gltt not .ouy for 
no.n-&ligmaent on. the url.ern.atioa-
61 front but also for econoaic 
libere.tiou ad soei.alisa. 

·hday, a ilai.-tle is lteiq
,:fa&RJJ)st-m. Id-.• ill tllll& .oa-.tTy .-111 Gile

call - ---hetiaae·d ;8Bsiee 
i1tfl1.tellCeS Gica. w,.ke th.is 
st�e difficu-t. We lmve seen 
cert&lll � ill 0th.er pvts 
of the world 'ldudl contribute to 
soae of these diffic.lties • 
J�, - � that, ccnm
t:ry well, :&mi so fv .as ae a.re 
eo11eened we shall watch vi tll 
interest mid ri th syiapa:thy the 
struggles, of the peottle ad tile 
Soveuamt ia adlieve tl\e O'ltjec
tives llilicll they ·.lw.ve 1.0III fought 
for, aud fo.r :which treaiel\dea.s 
a.crifices _.. 1teeD. Wide. 

Let us Jmpe that this Speaa
er's Chair with its emblem:, a 
ba.laaced scale, will ree.lly oo 
sy'.lllbol ic of what the Indian 
Govennaent and people hope will 
ha.p(>en in this country for there 
are clear signs to the contrary; 
justic.e is ltecomi.ng only a. name 
here; tlte Parliament is \Mmt,mi ag 
merely a. rubber stamp, &.11d the

• Sp�ker is 'becoming ,aerely a
creature of the Go'ftl"ffll1!'.illt. 'We
wnuld hope i.bat �, placed as
it is, will real.lY become ::spbol-

906 

ic ot" aeaething new as our re
presea'ta.tives in the United 
Jlations sad abroad are aecustomed 
to saying in these days. Guyana 
ea.a be said to be aa amaJ..gam. of 
the mrld. We ltave people eoming 
from three Cmttinents of the Old 
World - .Asia, Africa snd kl"O{>e. 
l'herefore, I tllink t1t.&t if this 
P&tlieammt flmctioas in the way 
it is sup-posed to faction. with 
the � i:.ha.t we have, ad 
ov pgraehi08.l loeatiou .in fJtis 
cout.J.Dent, � people lllbo inhabit 
our territory can certainly crie
ate - I wuld aot Sf9'. a. weapon -
a :mciety 11hicb. will be a pi.dug 
light to other countries bc)ad
ing sneh co .. tries which are 
fmlilarly plaoad as &.die.. 

2-IIO.p.-. 

I, t.oo, should.like to join 
with the hon. Prime ltiaist.er ia 
tlu.mkiug the Gov ernaeat aad the 
peaple of India for this wpifi
ceut gift. [AMuause. J

Br. S,11ak.-: I • going to 
pemit tw are sp 98:kers: oae · on 
each ,side of tae Jase. 

1lae t1i.a.i.t-er of :Fimmee (Mr. 
u•Aguiar): Your Honour, the 
Assistant Jligh Commissioner for 
India may have already not ed, be-
fore the sitting commenced, that 
we cG1111enced it wi th a pra yerf 
and I am sure he did not miss the 
fact that t)lis prayer is for us a 
spirit ual remind er o f  India, 
because many of the wor d s  in it 
were ta.ken from the Indian poet, 
Ra.bindranaih Tagore. 

low, iz .,,tt!f tion t o  the 
spirita&l. reminder of India, we 
htwe & physical reminder of India 
heTe in our National Assembly. 
!he mr,tif on the Speaker's Chair. 
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which has been presented to us by 
the Government and people of 
India, is one of a balance of 
justice - a scale - and if we 
could only balance ideals with 
realities within the framework of 
deroocracy, then we would be try
in g to do  exactly  what t he 
Government and t he people of 
India are trying to do today. 

A lot has �een said about 
non-alignment. We, I must say, 
are aligned to the principles of 
demcracy aud ovposed to dict&
torship of any sort. I &11 sure 
that the Government of India 
while not aligned to an y  of the 
two ·major l)ower blocs, is never
theless, aligned to the princi
ples of true democracy and total
ly opposed to totalitarian dict&
torship as in any cmmnnnist state. 

Your Honenr, for my part, I 
wish to be associated with the 
thanks offered to the Assistant 
Commissioner for India in pre
senting us here in our National 
As sembly wi th this token of 
balanced scales of justice - I 
would say this token of friend
ship; this token of a sincere 
desire on their part to weld our 
people together in true friend
ship. 

Mr. Sveaker: A speaker on 
the Opposition's side. 

[No member from the Opposi., 
tion rose .. J 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Prime 
Minister, hon. Members, I have 
received this Chair from the hon. 
Prime Minister for safe keeping. 
I want to make one or two remarks 
and to reply straightaway to Dr. 
Jagan's assertions just now, and 

I want to assure him tba t as loug 
as I sit in this Chair I am

neither the tool of the Govern
ment nor of the Opposition. The 
scales to which the hon. Lead.er 
of the Opposition referred will 
serve as a constant reminder and, 
as in the past, even though at 
times the 1De11hers of the Opposi
tion behave like a pack of bad 
boys: when a Ruling is ma.de, I 
went_ to promise you that when you 
behave badly and Rulings have to 
be -ma.de justice will be done. 

1rhere is just mi instance to 
which I should like to refer to
day. The hon. Dr. Jaga;n cae to 
my ehambers on the last occasion 
when this Bouse was about to sit 
and -made a certain request. I 
told him it was my opinion that 
if I granted his request it would 
not be fair to the Government, 
and it would prejudice the action 
taken by  the Government. I, 
therefore, could not in fairness 
grant his request. 

le returned to.,- Chambers 
some time before the louse sat, 
and he brought reinforcement. A 
member of his party made use of 
these words: uYou, sir, are the 
guardian of the rights of the 
minority. " I replied to him that 
I was also the guardian of the 
rights of the ·majority and, in 
that instance, I felt that the 
rights of the majority would be 
prejudiced if I acceded to Dr. 
Jagan 1 s request. 

I want to g ive y ou the 
assurance, Dr. J agan, that that 
s0Jne attitude will be adopted as 
long as I sit here in this Chair 
an d I am qualified to mak e a 
Ruling. Do not be afraid of that. 
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I feel, with some tinge of 
pride, that this Chair waited 
until my term of leadership to 
come down to this country. There 
is a great Speaker here today, 
Sir Donald Jackson, who sat in 
this old Chair. .The Speaker 
b efore me, Mr. Gairaj, sat in 
this old Chair. It is simply a 
coincidence that this Chair was 
kept until my term of office 
before it came down to this 
country. 

I remarked to my wife that, 
when I sat in the old Chair for 
the first time, it was a rainy 
morning. As I sit in this new 
Chair, again for the first time, 
it is a rainy morning. I hope 
that the use to which this Chair 
is put will redound in no in
sensible degree to the honour and 
glory of this National Assembly. 
[Applause.] 

[At this stage the Speaker 

took his seat in the new Chair.] 

Mr. Speaker: The business of 
this Assembly is resumed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 

LEITER FROM SIR RICHARD LUYT 

Mr. Speaker: Honourable Mem
bers, I have received a letter 
from Sir Richard Luyt, which I 
will ask the Clerk to read to 
this Assembly. 

,The Clerk read the following-. 

"Governor General's House ., 

Tr inidad, 

1st November, 1966. 

Your Honour. 

I am writing to 
thank you and Honourable 
Member s  of the National 
As sembly for gener ou s ly 
holding and attending the 
meeting on the morning of 
Monday, Oc tober 31. !This 
demonstration of friendship 
and appreciation on the occa
sion of our departure will be 
valued by me and by my wife 
always. 

I send my very warmest 
good w ishes to you and to 
the Hon. Members and staff 
of the Na ti onal Ass em bl y. 

Yours sincerely, 

{Sgd.) Richard E. Luyt. 11• 

2.40 p.m •

LEAVE TO MEMBER 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, 
leave of absence has been granted 
to the hon. Member, Mr. Moses 
Bhagwan, for two months beginning 
from today. 

QUESTIONS TO MINISTERS 

RO AD ACCIDENTS 

Mr. Persaud: I wish to ask 
the hon.- Minister of Communica-
tions Question No. 31 standing in 
my name on the Order Paper: 

{a) ls the Minister aware of 
the high and alarming 
number of accidents which 
have o c cur r e d  on the 
roads of Gu yana? 

{b) Will the Minister state 
if anything is being done 
to disseminate informa-
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t1on and advice in re
spect of :he proper ob
servance of the traffic 
r egul ati ons '! 

The Minister of Communica
tions (Mr. Correia): The answer 
to (a) is: Yes. The answer to (b) 
is: Road safety advice is dis
seminated by the Police through 
the radio and t he Press and in
uddition policemen visit schools 
some of which have safety patrols! 
organised. Hand bilJs have been 
distributed to all types of road 
users giiving hints on Road Safety 
and at the present time slides 
for use 1n cinemas are being pre
pared. 

Mr. Persaud: In view or the 
many accidents in which police 
vehicles are involved, will the 
hon, Minister tell the House what 
�teps Government is taking to get 
the police to observe the rules 
on road safety and to use the 
roads with due care and dtention? 

Mr. Correi11: I am not aware 
of any accidents involving vehi
cles used by the police. [HOn. 
Members (Opposition): 11Shamel 11]

Mr. Ram Karren: Is t,he hon. 
Minister not aware of the very 
serious accident which occurred 
when a police vehicle that was 
following a motor car failed to 
stop at a major road and killed a 
child? ls the hon. Minister not 
aware of  the very serious acci
dent which occurred last Saturday, 
in which a police vehicle was 
involved, and which resulted from 
the failure of the Police Depart
ment at Cove and John to hold 
examinations for drivers? 

Accidents 9lz 

[The hon. Minister offered no 
reply.] 

Mr. Wilson: Is the hon. 
Minister aware that a pol ice 
vehicle knocked down a house at 
Indust;:'Y? 

Mr. Ram Karran: It does not 
seem that we are going to get. a 
reply from the hon. :tv'..inister. 

Mr. Persaucl: The question of 
the large nur.;ber of accidents and 
the deaths resulting from them is 
causing alarm and the Press and 
radio have  commented o n  it. 
Ministers of the Govermnent have 
also commented and, in view of 
this, I would urge that the hon. 
Minister -

Hon. Members (Govermnent): 
Question! 

Mr. Persaud: Will the hon 
Minister of C_ommunications teli 
us what he proposes to do now 
Uat I have brought to his atten
tion that police vehicles have 
been invol ve� in a number of 
a c ci d.e n t s ? 

[The hon. Minister offered no 
reply.] 

Mr. Ram Karren: Is the hon. 
Minister not aware of the very 
serious accident that occurred
when, it is alleged, a pedestrian 
was walking in a zigzag fashion 
across the road and was killed, 
it is said, by a prominent member 
of the People's National Congress? 

[The hon. Minister offered no • 
reply.] 

HOSPITAL AT LETHEM 

Dr. Ramjobn: I should like 
to ask the hon . Minister of 
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HerJ..th Question No. 32 standing 
in my name on the Order Paper: 
Will the Minister state how soon 

• will Government re-commence the
c onstruct ion of the propose 
Hospital at Lethem? 

1he Minister of Health (Mr. 
Mahraj): The answer to Question 
32 is: The construction was re
commenced at the beginning of 
,July, 1966. Two wards have been 
completed. It was decided to 
allocate one of the wards (7 beds) 
to Obstetrics, and the other ward 
(7 beds) to the care of  male 
cases. 

Dr. Ramjohn: Will the hon. 
Minister state whether these 
wards·are equipped at the moment? 

Mr. Mabraj: The wards are in 
use. They have basic facilities 
and all hospital facilities are 
now being examined for improve
ment. 

PURCHASE OF DAKOTA FROM U.K. 

Dr. Ramjohn: I should like 
to ask the hon. Minister of Trade, 
Shipping and Civil Avi ation 
Question No. 33 standing in my 
name on the Order Paper: 

(a) Is the Dakota aircraft
recently purchased from
the United Kingdom air
worthy?

(b) On whose advice was this
aircraft purchased?

(c) Is it capable of flying on 
one engine?

( d) How many hour s h a s i t
flown since arriving in
Guyana?

(e) How many of these were
commercial hours?

The Minister of Trade, Ship
ping and Civil Aviation ( M r. 
Kendall) : The answer to the hon. 
Member's 0uestion is: 

(a) Yes, sir.

(b) The aircraft was purchased
after it was inspected and 
reported on by the Air
Regist ration Board, and
on the advice of technical
p�rsonnel of the Guyana
Airways Corporation.

(c) Yes, sir.

\d) The aircraft has flown
326.36 hours since arriv
ing in Guyana. 

(e) 313.33 have been revenue
hours.

Dr. Ramjohn: Will the hon • 
Minister state whether this air
craft is capable of carrying as 
much payload as similar aircraft 
in the service? 

Mr. Kendall: The aircraft is 
carrying a payload to the satis
faction of  the Co r p o r a t i o n. 
[Interruptions.] 

Dr. Rujohn: I asked the hon. 
Minister a specific question: Is 
the aircraft capable of carrying 
the maximum load carried by other 
Dakotas in the service? 

Mr. Kenda 11: T h ere  a r e  
Dakotas with different specifica
tions • 

Dr. Raajobn: 
siJll].la.r Da k o t a s. 

I re f er to 
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[The hon._ Minister offered no 
reply.] 

Mr. Wilson: Wil l the hon. 
Minister state whether this air
craft i.$ c ap a ble  of c a r r y ing 
passengers? 

Mr. Kendall: The aircraft is 
capable of carrying passengers. 

Mr. Hubbard: Is it being 
used to carry passengers? 

Mr. Kendall: I am not in a 
position to answer. 

Or. Ramjohn: I should like 
to ask the hon. Minister whether 
it is not true that this aircraft 
is p roving a financial loss be
cause it fs incapablP of carrying 
the maximum payload. 

Mr. Kendall: That is not my

information. 

Mr. Ram Karran: Will the hon. 
Minister say what is the normal 
payload of a D.C.3 and what is 
the payload of this aircraft? 

Mr. Kendall: That is a ques
tion that sh oul d  be m a de i n  
writing. 

FIRE SERVICES AT ATKINSON 

FIELD 

Mr. Chase: I rise to ask the 
Minister of Trade, Shipping and 
Civil.Aviation Question No� 34 
standing in my name on the Order 
Paper: 

(a) Does the Government pro• 
pose to construct a new

fire station at Atkinson 
Field? 

(b) If so, will the Minister •
state �hen this wiil be
done?

(c) Will t�e Minister state
how was the computation
of $75.00 per month for
ov ertime for fir emen,
$100.00 per month for
l e adi n g f i r em e n  a n d
$120.00 per month for
section l eaders arrived
at?

(d) Is Government prepared to
grant firemen at Atkinson
Field overtime allowances
and house allowances re
t roactive to 1960?

(e) Will Government make pub
lic the r ecommendations
of the Ramprashad Commit
tee regarding firemen at
Atkinson Field?

(f) Will Government grant to
firemen at Atkinson Field 
the same salary scales as
firemen in Georgetown ? 

2.SOp.m.

Mr. Kendall: The Answer to 
the Question is as follows: 

( a) No, Sir.

(b) No answer is required 1n
view of (a) above.

( c) The overtime a 11 ow an c e
payable was based on the
hours spent on station by
the firemen at Atkinson
Field in excess of those
worked by the personnel
of the Georgetown Fi re
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(d) 

(e) 

Br igade. The excess 
hours were then divided 
into two classes i .e. 
those spent on eff ective 
d u ty a nd second l y  on 
sl eeping at S t a tion. 
Hours spent on effective 
duty were compensated for 
at the rate of time-and
a-half and those in the 
other ca tegory were paid 
at quarter-time. 

A special Co m mittee of 
Whitley Council under the 
Chairmanship of Mr. F.

R.'lmprashad, barrister-at
law, has been appointed 
to look into the matter. 
The Co11111ittee has not yet 
suhni tted its report. 

The treatment to be given 
to the repor t· will be 
decided upon when th e re· 
port is subnitted. 

(f) The Aerodrome Fire Ser
vic,e Personnel are paid
salary on the same scales
as their counterparts in
the Guyana Fire Brigade.

•• o.-e-i Will the Minister
undertake to have a s econd look 
at the Fi.re Station at Atkinson 
Field in view o f  reports that 
sn.ak-es som.eti-lnes invade the 
Station? 

Mr. &eJNlall: I am grateful 
for the hon. Member's observation. 

FSTAII...ISIIM EN"T OF BOSTEL FOR 

AMER IN DI ANS 

Mr. 0.ase: I rise to ask the

hon. Minister of lccal Government 

(M r. (Cheeks) Question No. 36 
standing in my name on the Order 
Paper: 

(a) Is the M in ister aware 
that Amerindians from the
Porneroon and Moruca dis
tricts suffer great in
convenience whe_n travel•
ling to Snddie Hospital
for medical attention?

(b) Is the Minister aware
that there is no Amerin•
dian Hostel at Charity,
Pomeroon?

(c) If so, would the Minister
consider the establish• 
ment of an Amerindian
Hostel a t  Charity to
se rve Up per Pomeroon,
Wakapoa, Moruca and sur•
rounding areas?

lite Minister of leeal Govern• 
meat (Mr. Cheeks): The answer to 
t.lle Question is a.s follows: 

{a) Yes. 

(b) Yes, and this has always
been so including the
period of the last ad
ministration.

\c) Funds have been provided 
t�is year for the erec
ti on oI a H oste l a t  
Charity and work on its 
construction wil l com
mence .short 1 y. 

Mr. Oaase: Since the provi
sion ha.s bee n ma.de for expendi
ture this year, and this year is 
fast drawing to a close, will the 
Minister state how soon does he 
anticipate this 11shortly11 to be? 

[The hon. •inister offered no 
reply.] 
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Dr. Jat,ran: Will the �lrni.,;ter 
S,ly \',nether, in the meantill!'-:, lbc 
Govern ment will give consi.dera-
tion to the utilization of one of 
the houses bought from Pc1.11l iTJ.g ;:,. 
Co. as a hostel for use bv the 
Amerindians? 

Mr. Ch ee ks: That will be 
considered. 

Mr. Speaker: Mr. Khan. 

Mr. Khan rose -

Jlr. Hu h hard: 
:nnister - -

Will t h e

Mr. Sp eake!": I called Mr. 
Khan. 

PUROIASING OF MILK fROM LEGUAN-

Mr. Khan: l rise to as k 
t he h on .  Minister of Trade, 
S h ipping and Civil Aviat ion 
Question No. 37 standing in m y  
name on the Order Paper: Will 
the Minister say wh y purchasing 
of milk from Leguan was dis 
continued? 

Mr. Ke nd all: The answer is 
as follows: The purchasing of 
milk was not discontinued. In 
Angust 1965, farmers at Leguan 
cc�1:=ed to deliver m il k  to the 
PLrnt after farmers were told 

; ,  it they would not be paid for 
:-:J'.-: rejected on arrival at the 
;·�,1.,TJL Following negotiations 
. ; th the Plant, the deli very was 
: ,·sumed on September 15, 1966, 
, , ·i th no change in the condition 
0f paymen t. 

\Ir. Ram Karran: Wil l the 
·,n. �inister 5ay when the dump

',:.:: of milk will be discontinued?

Industries 

�r. Kendall: As soon a� th 
hon. ��mher is able to absorb it 

ESTABLI,':U\lE'ff OF J;\ll,STI1IES 

'1r, Khan: I r ise t o  ask 
the hon. Minister of Economic 
Development Question �o. 38 
standing in my name on the Order 
Paper: 

(a) Will the �inister state
w hat Industries h ave
been est ablished as a
result of the efforts of
the Gover nment s i nce
January, 1965 to the 30th
April, 19661 

,b) If none, will the Minis
ter state what Industries 
the Government envisage� 
to have established, and ,, 
how soon? 

(c) Wi ll the Minjster a lsc
state whether Government �
proposes participating
in the setting up of any

industry? If so, in what
industries and to wh at
extent? If not, will the 
Government set up and
manage any new Industry
on its own?

The Minister of Economic De
velopm ent (Mr. Thomas): The 
Answer to the Question is as 
follows: 

(a) Durin g  the  period 1s t
January , 196 5 t o  30t h ('
April, l966 fifty Enter
prises were awarded con
cessions by Government.
Of these, twenty started ,J
operation, eleven were at
the construction stage,
and nineteen were in the
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process 01 being estab
lished, Please see Ap
pend ix for a deta iled 
list of these Enterprises 
Further, between January, 
1965 and April 1966 be
cause of concessions, the 
Demerara Bauxite Company, 
Li mited expand ed the 
manufacture of calcined 
ba uxit e .  T he Gu yan a  
Me rchants Limited also 
expanded its facilities 
for processing shrimps. 

(b) This is not pertinent in
the light of the answer
to (a}.

(c) It is the intention of
the Government to parti
cipate with private en
�erpris� in establishing
industries of major sig
nificance to the economy.
Ot he r industries a r e
being studied at present
with a view to possible
participation.

Mr, Lack: I should like to 
knov if the Minister would kindly 
answer the Question. Will the 
Minister say what industries have 
been established? He te1ls us 
abou t fifty enterprises. I 
should like to know what indus
tries ha ve been established 
and, in  relation to Questio� 
38 (c), w ill  the Government  
set up and manage any new in
d ustry on it s own ? That is 
a clear question; please answer 
it. 

[The hon, Minister offered no 
reply.] 

BANANA CULTIVATION IN THE 

DEMERARA RIVER 

Mr. Chandisingb: I wish to 
ask thP h-On. Minister of .Agricul
ture (Mr. John) Question No. 39 
standing in my name on the Order 
Paper: Will Government state what 
p lans it has to introduce banana 
Jultivation in the Demerara River 

·River?

The Minister of Agriculture 
(Mr. John): The Answer to the 
Question is as follows: 

The Government �as made 
certain studies to date with 
regard to the cultivation of 
bananas in the Demerara River 
and is anxious that such 
cultivation should be carried 
out initially by the Govern
ment in conj unction with peo
ple who have experience in 
the cultivation of bananas 
for export, even tu.ally paving 
the way for cultivation to be 
carried on by small farmers. 

Seed has been imported 
and a seed nursery has been 
established on the East Bank 
of the Demerara River. The 
Government is, however, exa11,
i n in g the capacity of the 
banana market to absorb new 
sources bf supplies in the 
light of the world position 
of the fruit at.present be• 
fore launchin g  into full 
sc ale cultivation. 

Dr. Jagan: Is the Minister 
aware that, at t\e Jt]'.)ment. +J1"re 
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is serious competition between 
the Windward Islands and Jamaica 
for the banana market? Is the 
Minister satisfied that Guyana 
can produce bananas as economi
cally as the Windward Islands? 

Mr. j&lm: I am aware of com
petition of one sort or another. 
I am also satisfied that bananas 
can be produced here. 

Dr. Ja8-a: Will the Minister 
say whether the persons concerned, 
that is, the people from abroad 
who were interested in this pro
ject, still intend t o  pro ceed 
with this project? 

Mr� Jelm: The matter is 
still beiDg exaained. 

3 p.m. 

Mr. Speaker: Mr. Benn. 

[Mr. Benn was not in his 
seat. J 

1.UNDU EP'NT 

Dr. J.8fPn: On behalf of the 
hon. Member, Mr. Benn, I beg to 
ask the ho n. Minister of Economic 
Development  Qu estion No . 40 
standing in his name on the Order 
Paper: When does the Gi>vernment 
propose to lay before the Nation-

al Assembly the Kundu Report on 
'"rhe Economy of British Guiana, 
1960-7511? 

Mr. Thomas: The Govern_ment 
does not propose-to lay the Kundu 
Report · on 11 The Ec onomy of 
British Guiana, 1960-75. 11 The 
Report is not one for the Gov

ernme:nt of Guyana, it is the 
property of the Institute of 
Social and Economic Research of 
the Univ e rsi ty of the  West 
Indies. under who-se auspices Dr. 
itm.du's work on the subject was 
carried out. 

Br. Jagea: Will the Minister 
give the undertaking that he will 
approach the Institute for copies 
of this Report to be tabled  in 
this House? 

•· .. : .The Reports are 
a.vail&ble for pnrcBB.se s.nd if the 
hon. Kember so <iesires, he can 
purcliase one for hims-elf. 

11flllm.lltT I 01ll Of B tU 5 -

The following 13ills were 
i_ntroduc-ed and read the First 
time: 

Guyana Coat of Arms (Regula
tion) Bi 11, 1966. 

National Security (Miscel
laneous Provisions) Bill, 

1966. [The Miaist;er of Dome 
Affairs.] 
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PUBLIC BUSINESS 

MOTIONS 

TRIBUTE TO TIIE LATE 

Mil. JAMES ISAAC IWIPBAL 

"Be it resolved that this 
Assembly record its deep re
gret at the recent death of Mr. 
James Isaac Ramphal, O.B.E., 
and pa y tribute to the ser: 
vice which he rendered to 
Guyana and to Parliamen t  and 
direct that an expression of 
its symp athy be conveyed to 
his widow and children."[l'he 
Minister of Ho•siag aad 
Reconstruction.] 

Mr. Bisseaber: Sir, with 
your permission, I move the sus
pension of Standing Order No. 23 
in order to move the Motion 
c.+ i>nding in my name on the Sup
·· 1 °w·-·,f.ar:y Order Paper. 

Question put, and agreed to.

Standi� Order suspended. 

Mr. Bissmber: Most of us in 
th�s Chamber knew, at some time 
or other, the late Mr. James Isaac 
Ramphal who was once a Member of 
the Legislative Council. He has 
serve d th is country fo r many 
years, dating back to the year 
1929 and onwards. Most Members, 
particularly those who came from 
the County o f  Ber bice, would 
agree with me that the late Mr. 
Ramphal contributed quite a lot 
towards :the: educational adv&nce
ment of the people of this .coun
try. I, personally, first ca.me 
in contact with him at Aucblyne 

on the Corentyne, a.nd thereafter, 
I had the priv ileg e of being 
taught Latin by him when I was 
taking the London Matriculation 
examination in New Amsterdam. At 
that time he was Inspector of 
Labour, having left the teaching 
profession. 

Mr. Ramphal had a very wide 
field of att.ivities. In 1926 he 
was Headteacher of a Government 
School. In 1928. he was Principal 
of the Modern High School. In 
1937 he was Assistant Master of 
the Berbi-ce High School. I think 
in those days yoµ knew him, sir, 
or maybe you knew him earlier -
in his childhood days. In 1938
he was Principal of the Modern 
Educational InstitU:te. In 1943
he was appointed Inspector of 
Labour, and served this country 
for many years in the Department 
of Labour until 1952 whe� he was 
appointed Deputy C�mmi %i�ner of 
Labour. In 1954 he was · appointed 
COllllllissioner of Labour and held 
that post until he retired. 

I am also informed that he 
was Ch.airman of the Sugar Indus
try Labour Welfare Fund Commit
tee; he was Chairman of the Board 
of Industrial Training; he was· 
Chairman of the Standing Commit
tee of the Employment Exchange; 
and h e  w a s  Chai rman o f  t h e  
Juvenile Employment Committee. I 
h�ve also been told that in 1958
he received the.O.B.E. award for 
services. rendered to this. country. 

Mr. Ramphal has been a man 
who has been the very epitome of 
a huaa.n being. ]Ie knew no other 
race except the human race. When 
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he qualified as a Barrister ana 
appe ared in the Magistrates' 
Court and the Supreme Court, I 
remember that he was quite wil
ling at all times to give father
ly and friendly advice to many 
of the young practitioners with 
whom he caine in contact. 

We regret his death, sir. He 
has served this country faithful
ly  as a true Guyanese, and we 
have today his son who is our 
Attorney-General and Minister of 
State . We have to offer some 
consolation to the relatives of 
the late Mr. Ramphal that his 
-name will ever remain a permanent
memorial to all of us in this
c ountry because of the g ood
s e rvi c e  h e  re nd ered to tbe
Guyanese people on the whole. I
suggest that most of us in this
House should emulate some of the
-shining examples of his life,
some of us should try to copy
some of the things which he be
lieved in and which he preached
all around this country.

I ask that we express our 
sentiments by way of conveying to 
hjs widow and immediate relatives 
o ur d eep and sincere condo
l enc es , and wi sh t hat they
might not take it so seriously
but find some consolation in the
fact that he once lived in Guyana
and his name will be here for all
Guyanese to remember, and th�t
they will find some solace in the
fact that Guyana on the whole
pays tribute to a great man, the
late James Isaac Ramphal.

Ihe Minister of Local Govern

ment (Mr. Chee ks): William 
Shakespeare put in the mouth of 
Mark Antony_the immortal words, • 
rrThe evil that men do lives after 
them. The good is often interred 
with their bones. 11 Guyana should 
n o t  let this happe n  to James 
Isaac Ramphal . When I first 
became associated with him, I 
realized that I had met a man who 
was different from the ordinary 
selfish, grasping human being 
whom I had got accustomed to en
counter in my passage through 
life. 

I was carrying on a Corre
spondence School for teachers 
along with some other colleagues 
a nd we neede d quite a large � 
q uantity of stationery and a 
printing machine, that is a Roneo • 
d up l i cat i ng machine . T o my 

s urprise,  as soon  as Jimmy 
Ramphal heard of our difficulty, 
he offered us not only the use of • 
his machine and of his building, 
,but he also allowed us to use "· 
whatever we wanted in stationery· 
that he had in his office. The 
result was that, throughout the 
time that the course lasted, and 
it was about two or three·years, 
we never had to buy ink for that ,. 
machine nor paper for printing. 

At that time I found it dif
ficult to think that Mr. Ramphal 
could be acting from purely un
selfjsh motives. I thought that 
there mnst be some gainful in- • 
t ere�t behind his apparent 
generosity. But as time passed, 
I discovered that Jimmy Ramphal • 
wanted to do good for the sake of• 
doing good. He wanted to help 
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others for the sake of helpu1g 
others, and I learned to respect 
him for this quality of his 
character 

I did not have much to do 
with his activities when he left 
teaching, but I know that he must 
have regretted it because he 
liked teaching, However, he was 
called to another aspect of ser
vice and I aa certain that he 
also did �11 in that field al
t hough I was not closely as
sociated with him in it. So, sir, 
I offer to this House and to Mr. 
Ramphal 1 s family my sincere 
co�dolences on his passing, and 
I regard it as a privilege to 
second thi s  Motion w hich was. 
tabled by my colleague. 

3.10 p.m. 

Dr. Jagan! Death is a moment 
of grief, loss and regret, parti
cularly to one's family and to 
one's friends. On occasions such 
as this, especially when a person 
has been in public li fe, the 
nation through its Legislature 
attan.pts to make an assessment of 
the contribution that the person 
has uade to society and to his 
country. Generally, one tends to 
be laudatory and, perhaps, that 
is in keeping with the spirit of 
the occasion. But the keeper 
says to the person who enters the 
gates of Heaven� "Let me see the 
good and the bad. n I should like, 
therefore, to point out what I 
regard as good and bad about Mr. 
Ramphal. There are two phases of 
Mr. Ramphal's life on which I 
should like to comment. The first 
is his role as a � Saaarit&l! 

in the field of educat1on, and 
the other one is not so good. 

There is no doubt that in the 
field of education Mr. Ramphal 
has probably made a contribution 
second to none in this country, 
particularly in the earlier 
period of this country.' s history 
when education was something.to 
w hich many could not hope to 
aspire. Therefore, schools and 
institutions such as those found
ed by Mr. Ramphal certainly play
ed a very great role in moulding 
the lives of many Guyanese 'i"llo, 
today, play an important role in 
Guyanese society and Guyanese 
life. 

Having said that, one must 
now look at the negative aspects 
of Mr. Ramphal' s life. The second 
phase began some time in_1952, 
and culminated in the granting 
to him in 1956 of the title of 
O.B.E. In the early period of 
his life he served as a Labour 
Commissione:r. It is known that 
i n  those day s  Guyanese and 
colonials in other territories 
like this had to go through dif
ficult times. At that time the 
Public Service was dominated by 
Englishmen a.nd psew.:Io-Englishmen 
with a colonial mentality, It is 
my view that Mr. Ramphal, a great 
f ig hter in  _bis early. years, 
decided to conform to rather than 
o pp ose  the dictates of the
Colonial Office. When he was the
Deputy Commissioner and th� Com
missioner of Lahour of this coun
try he carried out dutifully the
orders and instnctions from the
Colonial Office.
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Like bis predecessor, Mr. 
Bissell, Mr. Ramphal carried on a 
policy which is having repercus
sions even today - a policy which 
did not allow the issue, for in
stance, of union recognition to 
be decided democratically. Today 
we are hearing a lot of talk about. 
democracy and freedom. 

On .the suspension of the 
Constitution in 1953, 1'1:r. Ramphal 
bL __ me a Nomiv ved Member ot che 
Legislative Council at a time 
when the Prime Minister was call
ing those who participated in the 
Government loyal Kikuyus. I 
would say th.t" on balance, Mr. 
Ramphal has made a great contri
bution as a teacher and a.s an 
e ducator, but I reg.ret to say 
that in his later years he virtu
ally succumbed to the whims of 
the Colonial Offic�. He served 
the Colonial Office well, but 
against the national inte�s of 
this country. There:fore I, on 
behalf of my colleagues, cannot 
f ind reason to join  with the 
members of the Gover�ment in  
showering praise on such an indi
vidual. However, we recognize 
the deep loss which Mr. Ramphal's 
death must have been to his 
.('arnily and close friends. We 
Join in expressing our sympathies, 
and we would like our expressions 
cf sorrow to be conveyed to his 
widow and children. 

The Prime Minister: In view 
" the fact that this Motion was 

moved by a Government Minister 
and seconded by another Minister, 
T ,,·011 ld not have spoken on it. I 

have kno"WD Mr •• Rampha.L intimately 
and closely, and� in view of some 
of the improprieties which have 
been indulged in in paying tribute 
to a Guyanese wno was undoubtedly 
great, I have decided to speak. 
I have disagreed with Mr. �amphal 
on many an occasion, but I have 
always found him a man of charm 
with a complete control of his 
temper; a man who did what he 
did out of conviction, and who 
served according to his belief. 
We cannot in life expect the 
boring . monotony of having- every
one agree with us, but, at least, 
we can Bometimes go below the 
surface and recognize the moral 
virtues and motivations of indi
viduals with whom we are connect
ed. 

I have differed with the late 
M r. Ramphal as a trade union 
leader,  and very frequently I 
havt disagreed with the attitude 
which he took on certain matters. 
There have been other occasions 
on which he has agreed with my 
point of view. That made him no 
better a man because he agreed 
with my point of view. What I 
think distinguished Mr. Ramphal 
was his complete self-control, 
his selflessness and his love of 
humanity 

I have known Mr. Ramphal 
personally, and I am convinced 
that not only in the field of 
education has heima.de a sterling 
contribution, not only as Com
missioner of Labour and Deputy 
Commissioner of Labour has he 
made a sterling contribution t but 
he has also made a sterling con
t ribution by his very attitude. 
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These are things which can be 
easily "recognized. In the cir
c umst a nces, as head o f  the 
Government, I desire to  pay 
tribute to a great Guyanese. 

3. 20 p. m.

Those of us who like to find
some solace in philosophy may 
speak of deatb as 11the groom that 
.carries a taper to the outer 
room 11 , but these philosophical 
mouthings are of little assist
ance in circumstances and on 
occasions like these, for in the 
context of the twentieth century 
Mr. Ramphal died at a compara
tively young age. He had not 
reached ?O and, .therefore, his 
death must have been a blow to 
his i mmediate relatives. 

I should like, as head of 
Government and a not unrepre
sentative citizen of Guyana, to 
take comfort in the fact that he 
has l eft behind him a son of  
distinction who has, so far, 
rendered great service to this 
country and who, because of his 
youth and ability, wil l ,  I am 
s ure, render still grea te r 
service than that rendered by 

·those mealy-mouthe d people who
find it so easy to criticize.
[�Pp1ause.J

.. 

Dr. Bamselie,e: I would not 
wish this opportunity to pass 
without reminding Members of the 
House that the late Mr. J.I. 
Ramphal was a member of the Bar 
and that to those of us who are 
lawv�rs he was ,a .good fri� and 
co 11.eape. - · - ·· 

I came to know him very late 
in his life. I remember him as 
a kind and generous man, a man of 
culture and refinement.: I remem
b er that his son, who is now the 
Attorney General, lfflS the ea.rliest 
scholar in this country to pursue 
post-graduate legal education and 
he must have been encauraged and 
assisted by him. His example 
many of us ha.ve followed a.nd some 
of us have even gone fur ther 
along the way.· 

As e. member of the lega.i' pro
fession - and I am speaking for 
lawyers in the Cb9.mbe, .. a.nd out of 
it - I would wish this opportuni
ty to be taken for us to join in 
expressing our feelings of sym
pathy to· his son, the Attorney� 
General, e.nd to the oi,her members 
of his family on this very sad 
occasion. [Applause. J 

. Mr. Wilson: I think of all 
the Members of this House I stand 
in a very unique position be
cause, although I am so old, I 
have been taught  both \by the 
father and the son. I was taught 
parliamentary procedure by the 
late Mr. J. I. Ramphal iat extra
mural classe.s of the University 
of the West Indies and under the 
same auspices I sat at the feet 
of his son during a course of 
lectures entitled 11,La.w for the 
U3,j'1118. n II • 

I would like, on  that ac
count, to p la ce o n  reco rd my 
tribute in that I found the late 
Mr. J .L Raapba.1 a great teacher 
a.nd so, also, I found his son.: 
1s a aa.tter of fact, having been. 
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lectu red b y  Mr. Rampb.al on 
parliamentary procedure I think I 
am capable of being the Speaker 
of this House. [Laushter. J 

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members, 
the late Mr. Ramphal and I were 
e nrolled on the same day in 
September, 1916, as foundation 
·s tudents at the Berbice High
School. We were members of the
s ame form. We sat on the same
b ench. We lived next door to
each other, he wiLh �:: qister
nrs. Jajl�' whose husband taught
Hindi at the Berbice High School
and I ,with my father who was a
prison warder stationed at the
Ne w Ams terdam prison. That
friendship lasted until his death.

I agree with the hon. Leader 
of the House, who remarked that 
the late Mr. Ramphal k ne w no 
race. I rec:::ill the words of 
William Word swnrth I s great poem 
on the Immortu.lity of the Soul. 
He writes like this: 

"Our birth is but a sleep and 
a forgetting: 

The soul that rises with us, 
our life's star, 

Hath had elsewhP-re its set-
ting, 

An d c o m e t h from af ar: 
Not in entire forgetfulness, 
And not in utter nakedness, 
But trailing clouds of glory 

do we. come, 
From God, who is our home:" 

The late Mr. Ramphal seemed 
to fulfil what Wordsworth said in 
those lines, because he came from 

God. Jle radiatea love ud they 
s ay God is love. �immy, as I 
knew him, -was always a lover of 
humanity. I am not concerned 
with what he did ab out his 
philosophy; I am concerned with 
the man as a man. His life's 
work will never be forgotten in 
this country; whether he served 
one master or the other master, 
what he did is the thing which 
counts. It was Jimmy Ramphal who 
gave me the inspiration to start 
the Washington fijgh School and 
the hundreds of people who have 
passed through that school are 
all a testimony of the great love 
which this man possessed. 

I knew his son as a little 
fell ow. His father and I were 
cl2se, as I said, and at Christ
mas time we exchanged gifts of 
ln.dian 11 sticks". You will not 
know what I mean unless you are a 
cigar-smoker. We sat and smoked 
Indian ' 1 sticks". As we pay him 
tribute, I am going to a.sk you to 
stand in silence. 

[Hon. Members and all present 
stood in silence.] 

Mr. Speaker: The Motion of 
condolence is carried. Be seated, 
please. 

3.30 p.m. 

AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION OF 

GUYANA 

"Be it resolved tha t this 
Assembly recommend that steps 
be taken to amend the C.Onsti
tution of Guy&lla to provide 



Aine::duent of 

for declariJ1g -.aca•t tile 
seats of Meabers o1 thia 
Assembly- who _cease.to support 
the party on whose list they 
were elected to this Asama:. 

bly. ll[Dr. 8u•1tUJe.J 

Dr. Baasahoye: .In moving 
this Motion standing in my name I 
wish t0 advert very briefly- to 
certain events which took place 
in 1962 and in 1963 when it was 
decided by the imperial power 
that the Constitution of this 
c ountry was to be subject to 
important and fundamental changes 
i n  the interest of what the 
imperial power, at the time, 
called stable and strong Govern
ment. 

On that occasion, and indeed 
i t  was in the Music Room at 
L ancaster House on the 13rd 
October, 1962, that the hon. 
Prime Minister, then the Leader 
of the Opposition, made certain 
observations inpluding these: He 
said that the Constitution must

be a book of rules, must be a 
document which reflects the 
political realities in,.which we 
would have to operate. We must 
have a Constitution which would 
a ssure all the Guyanese that 
their rights would not be trampl
ed upon, even by majorities. A 
Constitution was not a document 
from which we could hope to gain 
some cheap political victory; it 
must be something that must be 
cognizant of the present and 
anticipatory of tb.-e future 
developments of the country. 

Today we ·live in an era of 
che8f> political vic.t.ut,: and it is 
because of tbe mst ·. recent cheap 
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political victorywaich this 
Coustitution ms allowed, that is 
the defection of the :hon. Mel!i1,er 
Mr. Bo.an fl"OII tne P.P.P. � his 
appointaent as junior Mini;ster, 
that I decided to introduce this 
Mot'ion in this House. The Con
s ti tution must be a book of 
r.ules, yes! The Constitution
must reflect the political real.i
t ies of our position, yes! The
Constitution should never be per- .
mitted to allow frauds upon the
public which this present Con
stitution seeks to do.

It was strenuously argued by 
the People's National Congr.ess 
and the United Force, at the 
Conferences in 1962 and 1963, that 
a system of proportionar repre
sentation was necessary to pro
duce stable Government. But a 
decision to change to proportion
al representation had already 
been made and determined by the 
imperial power, They were merely 
seeking machinery to carry it 
out. They decided in the end
that the new nation should have
proportional representation on a
system using the whole country as
one single constituency.

The argument of the hon. 
Prime Minister, who was then in 
the Opposition, was that the 
seats which were awarded on the 
basis of first-past-the-post did 
not truly reflect the number of 
v otes raised by the various 
parties. iie was insisting upon a 
s ystem whereby the number of 
seats which a party held in the 
House would reflect the Dllllber of 
votes held. · Jle. justified tht? 
probable need for coalition with 
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all the parties in the formation 
o f  Government by saying that
p eople in the country will be
forced to work together. Whether
people in this co untry will be
forced to work tog ether under
this system, whether they will
wo rk tog ether, is not rele
vant for the· purpose of this dis
cussion.

What is relevant:is this: 
political representation remains 
on a party basis. The hon. Prime 
Minister, then in the Opposition, 
had, through his party, expressed 
this in a memorandum which was 
tabled at the Conference on the 
24th October, 1962 - that is the 
day after the observations which 
I referred to previously were 
made. The hon. Prime Minister 
said then that it may be argued 
that the limitation of choice, 
which is the concomitant of the 
party list, was undesirable, but 
anyone who has lived through the 
last twn General Elections in 
Gliyana ,rnuld knoi,· that the over
whelming majority of the workers 
exercisc,d fnwchise in favo,ir of 
a party anc1 not a candidate. That 
observation j s, of course, true. 

The problem before us then, 
in framing the constitutional 
proposals, was to ensure, as the 
Opp ositi on then said, that 
political parties should have 
representation in accordance with 
the vo tes they received. But 
elections were held. They were 
held in December 1964 and the 
awards are published on page 57 
of the Report o� the House of 

Assembly Generai Electlon 1964, a 
Paper which was laid in this 
House. The P.N.C., having been 
awarded 96,657 votes, received an 
allocation of 22 se ats. The 
P.P.P., having obtained 109,332 
votes, received an allocation of 
24 se ats. The U.F., having 
obtained 29,612 votes, received 
an allocation of 7 seats. 

Today, the People's Progres
sive Party has only 21 Members in 
this House; three have defected. 
The P.P.P., by the workings of 
this constitutional document, is 
now in a position in which its 
membership in the House no longer 
reflects the number of votes the 
party held. [An hon. Member
(Government): 11 Whose fault is 
i t? 11] It is the fault of the 
system because the system is 
fraudulent. The system allows 
fraud to be committed behind the 

· backs of the people. A whole
party can be alienated behind the
backs of the people who voted for
it if, by bribery, corruption, or
other methods, its members are
persuaded to cross the Floor and
break their ties of allegiance
which th ey exhibited to the
elPctorate.

No mention �bout party is 
made in the constitulional pro
v1s1ons. This probably was be
cause, for some reason which is 
inexplicable, the draftsmen did 
not wic :; to refer to political 
parties "s such. They felt that 
r efe r ence to lists would be 
equally effective in providing 
th e system of ele c tions and 
voting. But it is clear that 
the realities- of the situation 
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are �nat a list 1n this coun
try is prbduced by a party; 
a party decides the numbe'r of 
people who are going to be on the 
list; a party decides the order 
in which those persons will be 
shown on the list. A party can
not change this list afterwards, 
and the elections proceed on the 
basis that should a Member resign 
or die, someone else will take 
his position on the list. 

3.40 p.m . 

Now, by making no.provision 
for defection from the parties, 
"Y making no provision for con
ditions under which a person 
once elected on a party list
ceases to come under the control
of  that party, a hole has been
left through which political 
pundits are now able to draw 
coaches and horses. It may be 
that we have become so corrupt 
that we -can no longer detect 
frauds of this nature because 
they have become part of our sys
tem. But let all those who are 
generals vver. the perpetration of 
this fraud remember that the 
people of this country have had 
nothing to say; they have had no 
o pportu nit y to express any
o pinion on this question of
crossing the Floor. It may be
that there are three members of
the People's Progressive Party
who have crossed the Floor.

A fraud has been committed 
because it is clear that members 
o f  one party at least have
defected, and they have swollen
the ranks of the People's Nation
al  Congre�s. This shows that
people who can accept positions

of this nature behind the b_acks
of the electo:r:ate_while they have
no right to say anything about it
must stand before the electorate
condemned. It may be thought
by some that what is sauce for
t he g o o se is sauce for the
gander.

Is it right for political 
deals to take place behind the 
backs of the people? [Interrup
tion.] Is it right that Members 
who are on the lists of the 
parties in the Government should 
b! bypassed so that strangers 
c ould cross the Flo or and be 
g iven higher p�sitions as a 
national [Interruption.]
Is it right to the people? Is it 
fair to them?  It is in my 
opinion _s:t tragic case. Of the 24 
members o f  the ·P.P.P •. , 3 have 
de fected. [Interr�pti o n.J 
One-eighth of the _nu mber bas 
been withdrain from the list 
up on which the Members were 
elected. The consciences of 
certain Members of this House 
have been eaten away. 

it is clear that a 11\an would 
o nly cr oss the Flo or  if he
decides to sacrifice his integri
ty and honour, and if he forgets
that his position in the House is
not a personal position. A man
must not forget to distinguish
between his representative CB!)a

city and his personal capacity.
All of us here are trustees, we
are representatives of the people.
T hese poiitions are not our
personal positions. They are
positions which we derived from
the people who voted for us. We
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have a right to express agreemen� 
o r  d i sagre ement as we see it.
[Lau;hter.J

Why· talk about discipLne? 
We have far to go to find men who 
will disagree with frauds. We 
need a certain number of men who 
can withstand bribery. We have 
very far to go, and this encour
agement of these frauds will 
cause us to have to travel two 
genera.tiOI, "' to find men who would 
d isagree. Rewards:are being 
offered. I understand that one 
man who \\';,nts to cross the Floor 
has asked to become a Minister of 
the Government before he will 
cross the Floor. There are 
people sit ting on tho$e Benches 
who have tolerated those dis
cussions and have actually bar
gained with the man. 

There was a Roman Emperor 
n8.lled Caracalla. He murdered his 
brother, Geta·a.nd he sent for the 
R o ma n  Jurist Pap inia n, a.nd 
requested him to write a paper 
eulogizing the fratricide. Papi
nian decided to sacrifice life to 
honour and his execution f or re-
fusing has added lustre to the 
pages of Roman jurisprudence for 
which he was responsible. 

3.50 p.m.

Under the system· of educa
tion in this country in our early 
days� we have been made to read 
these things and to understand 
thea. Papinian was executed 
because he refused to write a

eulogy. It is so easy to brand- , 
ish a Parliamentary Secretary
s hip, or to tell a Member· that 
you will consider making him a 
Minister in order to get him to • 
cross the Floor or to renounce 
his party allegiance. 

The hon. Prime Minister has 
made some observations at Lancas
ter House which will go down in 
the history of this country as 
those of a political genius, 
especially when we consider them 
in the light of what is happening
at  ,the present moment. Hay l 
read what he said about the 
Leader of the Opposition. On the 
23rd October, 1962, he said at 
the Second Plenary Session of the 
Conference: 

"The People's National 
Congress •• : feels that the • 
distribution of political 
power in the community should 
be expressed in terms of a 
d ef inite status for the • 
Leader of the Opposition :who 

·is not only consulted but who
h as c e rtain powers with
r espect to questions like
emergency, declaration of war
and the recruitment of the
Armed Forces

The Leader of the Opposi 
tion for us will not be mere
ly a member of the Jegisla-
ture who leads the largest 
opposition party, but one who 
speaks for a large section of 
the c o m munity - one who 
expr�sses the attitudes of a 
large section of the country 
who, to put it briefly,  on 

•

... 
certain important matters • 
should have a veto-" 
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As far as the Leader of the 
Opposition is concerned, you have 
taken three of his men from him. 
Where is his veto? We call upon 
you to amend the Constitution, 
and put a veto upon any further 
sittings of the members who have 
defected from bis party. It is 
said  that in an emergency be 
should have the power of veto . 
Where is his veto now? Does the 
hon. Prime Minister still believe 
in the speech which he made on 
the 23rd October, 1962? What bas 
become of us? What bas come over 
us? 

Let us have this veto now. 
Let it be stated that a man who 
n o  longer supports the party 
through which be was elected 
should be thrown out. I could 
draft an Amendment to this Con
stitution. Law was made for man,
and man was not made for law. 
You have drafted law to rule a 
whole country. You have just put 
forward a Preventive Detention 
Bill. The man who could draft 
that Bill could draft anything. 
If you agree that the men who 
d efect can n o  longer support 
the party from which they were 
elected and should give up their 
·seats, I could draft the neces
sary legislation. Lawyers have
drafted more important legisla
tion than that, so do not worry
about imagina ry difficulties
in drafting a Bill to deal with
this matter. The question is:
D o  you agree that a man who
defects from his party should
not be allowed to sit in this
Hous e ?  If you agree that he
should not sit in this House, then
j,he necel;_;sary legislation will be
drafted.

It will be noted that the 
Governor-General is supposed to 
act on the advice of the person 
whose naae is first on the list • 
I t  s hows that yon have been 
thinking about it. In the saae 
way when you get advice that a 
man's seat should be given up you 
should act on it. There are aany
ways in which you can draft 
l egislati on to deal with this 
matter, and the drattin� of a 
Bill is really no problem. Do 
not tell me that it cannot be  
done. If you do not �ree with 
it, then say so. If you think 
that it will be a fraud for a man 
to come here on a party ticket, 
c ross the Flo or and j o in the 
other side, sit and vote �ainst 
bis party, you must say so. Let 
us do somethim? about this mat
ter. A man who leaves his party 
should resign and give up his 
�eat. H& should certainly be 
disciplined. 

Hardly anyone on the Govern
ment's back bench is allowed to 
speak here because of discipline. 
Do not worry to tell us that some 
of those who have defected have 
voted with us on one or two occa
sions. They cannot defect and 
then vote with us; they are vot
ing for themselves. You cannot 
blow hot and cold. If he has 
resigned from his party, or has 
been expelled fro• his party, 
then bis seat should be declared 
vacant. 

Today it is conceivable in 
this Bouse that 'five hon. Members 
of the United Force can cross the 
Floor and establish a new arrange
m ent behind the backs o f  the 
people who sent thea 'her�, but we 
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do not believe in tnat so�t of 
thing. Surely, the day will come 
when this sort of thing will 
operate against you. The prin
ciple is wrong. T t · s lj ke say
i. ng that we have a Preventive 
Deten+ic . .  aw; we will not use it 
now, but \\·hen you get in you may 
make use of it. This thing is 
iniquitous; it is a matter of 
far-reaching consequences. and in 
theory it is wrong. 

Mr. Speaker: This sitting is 
suspendP" until 4.30 p.1,J. 

Sitting suspended at 4 p.m. 

4.36 p.m. 

On resumptior. 

Dr. Ramsahoye: This system 
whereby a man can cease to sup
port a party presenting a list 
and yet remain in the House has 
two types of political implica
tions. The fi1st covers the case 
where he crosses the Floor and 
actively takes part in the work 
of the other side. The second 
case is where he remains in the 
House and represents no one but 
himself. 

In th� first case, when he 
crosses the Floor, internal prob
. cems, internal stresses and 
strajns must necessarily arise. 
He might have cr ossed into 
ministerial position, causing 
somebody considered incompetent, 
or someone who did �9t have the 
necPssary political patronage, to 

e displaced. He may cross and 
take a position above the heads 

o f  men who had been in the
firing-line and· who deserved
to be elevated before he crossed
the Floor.

As I look around the House, 
I can, for example, ask: Why 
is the hon. Member, Mr. WhartoP, 
not a Parliamentary Secretary? 
[Interruptions.] Is it that be 
must wait for ever? There may be 
machinations whereby other people 
become appointed. Hon. Members 
will remember that the h on. 
Member, Mr. Field-Ridley, was 
d isplaced. [Interruptions.] 
These stresses must in turn pro
duce disgruntlements which cause 
prejudice to the public interest. 
The public welfare cannot be 
effectively looked after if with
iii the Government parties there 
are st�esscs and strains and so 
much tussling for position. 

Let us take the case of the 
other man who defects but does 
not cross the Floor. He stands 
ther� and be speaks. Whom does 
he represent? Nobody but him
self. He occupies a position 
which the constitutional JJrovi
sions never contemplated. He 
stands there and he speaks his 
own personal views and opinions 
from a position which he ought 
not in fairness to the elector>1.te 
h old. The electors are re
presented thro�h their parties . 
They are not represented by a man 
whom the y do no t know as an 
individual, a man i'>hose beliefs 
and principles they probably were 
never interFsted in because, as 
the hon. Prime Minister said at 
Lancaster House, people vote for 
parties. Yet a man is permitted 
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to sit here and air and ventilate 
his private opinions and even to 
vote against the list upon which 
he was elected. 

lln the 24th September, 1966,
orga n of the United 

Force, expressed its opinion on 
this subject. This is what was 
stated then: 

"In a 3-point release 
leaving United House 1bursday 
the Executiv e Committee of 
the U .F. commented on: 

MP'S WHO DEFECT OR ARE 

EXPELLED 

It is the ·view of the 
United Force that it is an 
essential feature of our PR 
system that parties, not 
individuals, are represented 
i n  the National Assembly, 
a n d that in the Assembly 
ea ch pnrty will retain its 
p r o p o rti o n a t e  strength 
between elections. It there
fore follows that should a 
legislator be expelled or 
d efect from his party he 
should then lose his seat." 

Correct! [Mr. Bissember: 11Do you 
agree with that?''] What is its 
position now? What has happened 
since 24th September, 1966? What 
sort of political rascality are 
we seeing in this country? What 
is its position now? Has its 
v i ews ch a ng e d ?  If so ,  has  
i niquity turned to  goodness? 
Has principle ceased to be prin
ciple? Has good sense ceased to 
be good sense? Not But it sh�ws

the decay, it shows the decadence, 
it shows the inherent weaknesses
of a manipulated electoral system
cutting across the wishes and .as
pirat ions of a people. 

We see now where this new

system has been introduced and 
men set back to exploi� it for 
their own selfish interest in 
disregard of the interest of the 
people. We cannot sit in silence 
while these inroads are made upon 
the rights of the electorate. It 
was intended all along that par
ties should retain their strength 
between elections. This is the 
whole basis of the· system for, if 
that is not to be the basis of 
the system, nobody on the Govern
ment Benches could ever raise the 
a rgument that, under the first 
past-the-post system, persons got 
more seats in proportion to their 
votes. Nobody could raise that 
argument because, in this way, we 
see at once where, even under the 
P.R. system, iby allowing men who 
defect to remain� the same posi
tion can obtain. A Government 
can be constituted hav:i.ng supple
ments for Members elected on the 
list by persons who defect from 
other lists. If we are honest, 
if we feel that a party's strength 
in the House should reflect its 
votes, then we must p rovide  
forms, legal and constitutional 
forms, whereby it will not happen 
that a person ceasing to support 
a party or the list upon which he 
is elected remains in the House • 

There is a vital difficulty 
in permitting men to cross the 
Floor in order to make U[l Govern
ment. We must remember that the 
Prime Minister is elected having
regard to the support which h� _ _..1 
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commands in the Hou::se. He -h&s 
tremendous powers; he appoints 
all the Ministers, in fact, the 
executive power is, in substan
tial measure, vested in him be
cause he can make sure that he 
appoints to the Cabinet men who 
will carry the weight, so when it 
happens that a Government is to 
be made up of i defectors, that is 
to say, when it happens that a 
Government could not be consti
tuted without defectors,, it means, 
in fact, minority rule. It is a 
patent flop. It means that a 
man, by being able to touch a few 
men personally, could alter the 
form, the character of a whole 
system of Government. That is 
what we are facing now. 

Do not tell us that it is 
hard to make provision for that 
sort of rascality because it is 
not hard. Let us look at it this 
way. What is the substance of 
the thing? Is the man now repre
senting himself alone? If the 
a1;1s:-rer to that is yes, legal pro
visions should be made to prevent 
that self-representation. If a 
man has crossed the Floor the 
position is doubly worse be�ause 
he has taken what belongs to a 
party for his own personal gain. 
This is the position. If we 
reject this principle whereby a 
man can remain in the House after 
defecting we would have no prob
lems because, in fact, once we 
kno� �his is going to be the 
position, a man would not wait 
for a certificate to be issued by 
the person first named on the 
list, He will know. This may 
help our community because then 
he DRY leave in good faith. 

We must , at  all times, en
deavour to uphold the right of 

men to fundamental liberties. 
This is essential to our society. 
We must struggle hard to maintain 
this. We must struggle hard to • 
maintain freedom of speech, free
dom of expression, freedom of 
association. We must endeavour 
generally to uphold fundamental 
rights and freedom. We must not 
feel that if corruption is allow-
ed it will do good to the society. 
This w il l  do no good to the 
society. We must not feel that 
bribery will do good t o  the 
society. These things are like 
cancer, once they gain existence 
they have no restriction and no 
li mited growth r a t e. They 
develop octopus-like and �pread 
through the entire body politic. 

We are going backwards. ln 
t�e struggle for funda mental 
rights and freedom in this coun
try, the people are on the re
treat. But throughout history 
men have made a last ditch stand 
and have won. We cannot avoid 
them winning but we need not go to 
the position in which we have to 
go through struggle when doors are 
open and we can freely pass with
out trial, tribulation or suffer
ing. Why make it difficult for 
us? Why should we sit here and 
make life difficult for ourselves 
a�d the future ?Y pursuing poli
cies and allowing corruption to 
continue, when we can innnediate
ly put our feet upon it? 

I urge Members of this House 
to sit and reassess our position. 
It is true that at the Constitu
tional Conferences in 1962 and 
1963 many things which were not 
meant were said by the then Oppo
sition. The Opposition members' 
only interest then was to ensure 
that an electoral systeJJJ would be 
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devised to give them a chance 
o f  winning e lect oral power 
which they did not have before. 
That is finished. They have 
achieved their objective; they 
have got a change in the elector
al system. Now having got that, 
they have decided to sit idly by 
while stark corruption takes 
place. 

4.50 p. m. 

If the Coalition Government 
is in disarray, if it is breaking 
up because of disagreement, well, 
let us go to the polls again. 
But do not stoop to establishing 
a P.N.C. Government by def�ctors! 
Perhaps we are blinded by the 
simple truth, but I feel assured 
that with some contemplation., 
hon. Members will'realize right 
is right and wrong is wrong. If 
we are elected on a certain basis, 
if the parties have certain allo-
cations then it is within their 
power tb see that the rights of 
these people are guaranteed. In 
the case of the P.P.P. three men 
are a lot. Three men could deal 
with three different fields of 
public life. Three men could 
make significant contributions in 
the circle of Government on be
half of the 200,000 persons who 
elec te d  th em. Why deprive  
200,000 persons of  that7 �y 
permit the deplet�on of this side 
of the House to 21 Members? 

Similarly, if the U.F. has 
seven Members and five Members 
have defected, all that is left 
of the party is a shell. What 
will it do then? How will its 
interests be represented? If we 
cannot at this stage see the 
iniquities of this system,then we 
would not see them at all. I do 
not for one moment wish to e1nbark 
upon t'he technicalities of legal 

drafting because that is a cloak 
behind which some people will 
wish to shelter. Whatever we 
decide here we can draft. What I 
wish to lrnow is whether, like 
Members on this side, Members on 
the other side agree to what was 
written in the organ of the U.F. 

It is not for me .to stand 
here and shed any tear. No 
mournful songs can be sung for 
those who 81llidst clamorous adula-
t ion cling to a political past
time whereby men cease to vote • 
with their parties and b_ecome 
mere articles of polit i cal 
m erchandi se .  

The Attorney-General and 
Minister of State (Mr. Ramphal): 
In bringing the Motion standing 
in his name on the Order Paper, 
my learned and hon. Friend has 
permitted himself to wander at 
large over a fairly wide and un-: 
chartered field of party politics, 
and of electoral procedures • 
In my remarks, I hope to pur
s ue t he more modest aim of 
dealing with this question --

Mr, Wilson: To a point of 
o rder. I have not heard the 
Motion seconded. Is this Mot on 
before the House? 

Mr. Speaker: The1objectioo 
is well taken. 

Mr, Khan: I beg to second 
the Motion and reserve the right 
to speak at a later stage. 

The Attorney-General: I was 
saying that I hope to pursue the 
more modest aim of confining my 
remarks within the narrow limits 
of the Motion· and I trust that if 
I do so,hon. Members will acknow-
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ledge that this is in deference to 
:ay regard for the rules of debate 
and not that I concede the valid
ity of any of the extraneous 
questions that have been raised. 

This is the first occasion 
since Guyana became independent 
on which a proposal has been put 
forward in this Rous�, or indeed, 
in this country, for an amendment 
of the national Constitution. I 
say a proposal because we are not 
embarking on an examination of a 
constitutional · amendment itself, 
and I emphasize this because I 
think it is important that it 
should be appreciated both in 
this House and outside of it, and 
we should keep in  the fore
front of our_ consideration t:he 
fact that this Motion is not 
a vehi c le of constitutional 
amendm ent. It  i s  a Motion 
whi ch seeks t he support of 
t his House f or a declaration 
that thi s H ouse_ re cognizes 
that steps be taken to pursue a 
constitutional amendment. In his 
opening remarks, my learned and 
hon. Friend, q uite  f air ly I 
think, stated that this was the 
limited purpose of the Motion. 
All the same, the Motion advances 
a deliberate proposal for consti
tutional amendment, and despite 
the difficulties - and they are 
formidable _difficulties - created 
by its formulation for a really 
thoroughgoing analysis of the 
proposal, it is, I think, in
e vitab le and palpab ly right 
t hat t he proposal should be 
-examined with care and with an
appreciation of all its manifold
i mn l i cat.ions.

Before I say anything about 
the proposal for amendment set out 
in the Motion it may perhaps be 
useful if I were to attempt to re 
state very shortly the position 
that now prevai ls under the 
Constitution with regard to these 
matters. Members of Parliament 
are elected to this Natio nal 
Assembly by virtue of their occu
pying a place on the list of candi
dates sponsored by a group of 
individuals. That sponsorship 
often, but by no means necessari
ly, takes the form of an organized 
political party. 

5 p.m. 

It is on the basis of the 
list so constructed and the votes 
of the electorate cast in support 
of the list that Members ulti
mately take their seats in this 
honourable House. Once so elect
ed, they remain Members of tHis 
House for the life of the Parl ia
ment, unless in certain well
defrnerl circumstances_ stipulated 
by L:ie \.,onstitution itself, they 
cease tu be Members and vacancies 
occur. 't1ese circumstances are 
stipulated with precision and 
are, in fact, limited to four 
c learly defined situations -
situations that are well known to 
hon. Members: cases of resigna
tions; cases of loss of a member's 
seat through violation of t"he 
Rules embodied in the Standing 
Orders regarding absence from 
sittings of the House; the loss 
of Commonwealth citizenship and 
the acquisition of certain dis
qualifications which would be a 
b ar to membership in the first 
instance. 

Subject to these precisely de
fined situations established bv 
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the Constitution itself the Con
stitution is a warrant that 2uar
antees the tenure of the seats 
of hon. members duly elected in 
the course of a General Election. 
That guarantee is an. absolute 
�uarantee, and in fulfilment of 
it the Constitution confers and, 
in some cases authorizes the con
ferment of rights and privileges 
on hon. Members the better to 
enable them to discharge their 
responsibilities both to the 
House and to the country as a 
w hole. 

It is a particular feature of 
these highly-prized rights and 
privileges that Members of this 
House enjoy a �pecial free
dom of expression, an immunity 
from restraint on.that freedom 
o f  expression, to the extent 
that subject only to the rules 
of deb ate - rules laid down 
and established by the House it
self - nothing said in the House 
can be the caus e of civ il or 
criminal proceedings against any 
Member. This immunity and this 
privilege are provided for in the 
Constitution itself. Whatever a 
Member savs in this House or in a 
Commi tte; of this House is abso
lutely privileged. This ·essen
tially fundamental right which 
give� to an _hon. _Member of this
Parliament the right to state:, 
without restraint, his opinions 
on matters of public concern that 
come within the purview of the 
House is an ancient and much 
cherished right of Parliaments 
and of all parlia ment arians 
throughout the democratic world. 
It is a right that has been hard 
fought for, and lives have b�en 
given in other places from_wh1ch
we have inherited the parliamen
tary tradition. 

From the 17th century in 
Britain there are several cases
that have marked the development
of parliamentary governaent; and 
the victory they represent has
been the very fou�dation of the
success of parliamentary institu
tions. It is a right that has 
existed in this country through
out our many a.nd varied parlia,
mentary institutions from time
·immemOTial. It is a right that
has been stoutly defended and
asserted by those early parlia
mentarians of this land wbsse
militancy we sometimes forget,
people.like Webber, daSilva an6
Woolford whose battles in the
le gisla tive instituti ons of
t his land remain recorded for
all who care to reaa. For this
is not a new fight which has some
how devolved on our own institution
with Independence; it is a right
that we have enjoyed in this
coun try from the days of ou_r
Dutch parliamentary institutions,
a·right enjoyed in the Court
of Policy and in the Combined
Court as well as in the more
recent parliamentary institutions
that were established in Guyana.

:Nor, M.r. Sp ea.leer, is it sur
prising that this right should
have been so cherished and as
serted throughout tM democratic
world, more particularly by those
liberal-minded men involved in
public affairs who refuse to be
constrained within the narrow
1 im1 ts of dog:ma and ideology •
For this right of expression is
basic to the very concept of the
f unction of a Member of the
Parliament and in its wider sense
e ssential  t o  the discharge
of the duties and responsibili
ties of a Member of Parliament,
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:not to 8IO" group, or i'llterest, or 
section of the COIBIJUJlity, but to 
the cOUJrlry as a whole iD whose 
Parliament be sits and whose 
destiny it is .his responsibility 
to help aad guide. All of this 
is well bowD to ·taose whD pursue 
the history of parliaaentary 
institutiDns and the development 
of democratic Gav:ena1ent. 

Nowhere., I thimc� has the 
concept bes bet-t.er mqrressed or 
more forci hl.y set ont than in a 
docuaent witlt which you, Mr. 
Speaker, aad I a sure a,st hon. 
Mearbe-s of this lease, are famil
iar. I r�fer to _u address by 
Edmmd &rice to the electorate of 
Bristol a very long time ago. 
His expression has since become a 
classic s�atemeut o» the rights 
and responsibilities of a Member

of Parli8.llleat n relation to his 
constituents. My hon. and
learned Fr.iead made great play in 
his introd11Cti011 of this Motion 
about the respousibilities of 
Memb-ers of Parlia�e11t to the 
p,a.rly and tlte -people who have 
elected them. 1 ean do little 
better than to remind hon. 
Members of what Mr. Burke said. 
Spea..king to the electors of 
Bristol who had just elected him 
to serve them in Parliament, he 
said: 

"Cert.a.inly� -ge:a.tlemen •. it 
ought to be the happiness of 
a representative to live in 
the str ictest union, the 
closest corre.spondence, and 
the most unreserved communi
cation with his constituents. 
Their wishes ought to ha:ve 
great weight .ith him; their 

opinion. high respect; their 
business, u nremitted atten
tion . It is hi s duty to 
sac r if i c e hi s repose , h i s 
pleasures, his satisfactions, 
to theirs; and above all ,  
over, and in all cases, to 
prefer their int�rest to his 
own. But h i s  un b ia s ed 
opinion, his mature judgment. 
·his conscience, he ought not
to sacrifice to you , to any
ma n, or to any set o f  men
living . • • 

To deliver an opinion, 1s 
the right of all men; that of 
constituents is a weighty and 
respectable opinion, which a 
representative ought always 
to rejoice to hear; and which 
he ought always seriously to 
consider. But authoritative 
i n st r u ct i o ns; m a n da te s  
issued, which the member is 
bound blindly and impl i ci tl y 
to obey , to vote, and to 
argue for, though contrary to 
the clearest conviction of 
his judgement and conscience, 
these are things ut,terly un
know n to the 1 a w s o f t hi s 
land, and which arise from a 
f undamental mistake of the 
whole order and tenor of our 

. constitution. 

Parlia-ment is  not a con
gress of ambassador s f rom 
different and hostile inter
ests; wh ich interests each 
must maintain, as an agent 
and advocate, against other • 
agents and advocates; but 
parliament is a deliberative 
a sse m b ly of one nat ion 
with one interest, th at • 
of the whole; where, not 
local pur poses, not l ocal
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prejudices, ought to guide, 
hut the gene ral good, result
ing from the general reason 
of the, whole:, You choose a

membe r indee d; hut when you 
have chosen him, he is not 
member for Bristol, but he is 
a member of Parliament." 

5 .10 p.m. 

[Interruptions.] 

· hon. Fri1md liOuld sa.,v nessentia.l. n
- tha t Members of Parliament
should lose their seats in the
louse_ "if they cease to support
the IP arty on whose· list they
were elected n - to .!!Dot e the
strange and uncertain language ii,
which the Motion 11,� cast •.

. Underlying this prop.ositi.ou 
111Ust be a n  asseveration tha t  
under the old and , to &:my�· dis
credited, system of first-past-

Mr. Speaker: Let us keep , the-post elections, Members of. 
J.evel today. If a;nyone interrupts Pa.rliameut who were elected in 
1 am going to rule him out of their own right throu.gh c ou-
irder. stitu eue i es -

Mr. Spealcfl."s Ion.. Members 
a.re pa.ssiug between tile Chair aad 
the speaker .. 

1lte Attorney-General; May I, 
ln the language of Burke, repeat 
those words and send the.;m forth 
to the eo11m1U11ity � a whole in 
relation to our own Parliament 'l'lae A.ttenrey-Getleral: 
a nd o ur ow n electors. You were elected as individuals, 
choose a 11e11ber , indeed, but were elected in their right 
whe n you have chosen him he a nd capacity as individuals 
is not a member o f  the Peo- and not as members of the party 
p le 1 s Pr ogressive Party, or a which sponsored them. It must

member for the Corentyne; he is be i mplicit in the p roposi
not a memb er of  the P eo p l e's tion that this wa.s so a.nd that,
National Congress or a member for beca use it was so, they were 
Georgetown; he is not a member of entitled to express a point of 
the United Force or a member for view or to adopt a stand incon
the Rupununi.--He is a Member of sistent with that of the party
Parliament" for Guyana. [Hun. itsel f .: I wonder if such a.n 
Memlu,rs (Government): nHear, ass�eration can .be advanced with

. h 1 11] seriousness �a1ns t the estab-ear. lished reali ties of political

It is said that the system of 
proportional representation, 
under wh ich hon. Members have 
come to this House through being 
on a party list for which elect
ors have voted and not through 
direc t elec tion i n  consti tuen
cies, so mehow, in some way, 
obliterates these f undamental 
concepts and makes it permissible 

indeed, I think my learned and. 

life a nd experience in this 
count�y. Even under the first
past-the-post system Guyana is 
not the only country in which a 
political party could boa.st that 
were a brooms tick put up as a 
candidate in a cons tituency it 
would fi nd itself el ec ted to 
Parli a ment. 

Writing in their now defini
tive work on· electoral systems, 
Lakeman and L&mbert, whose work 
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would be familiar to all thos� 
who from 1962 to 1964 followed 
the arguments on proportional 
representation, were able to con
clude after an examination of 
a wide range of cases not only in 
the United Kingdom elections, but 
also in elections in the Common
wealth that 

"in a modern ·British 
election, 't.he sel e c tion of 
the men and women who are t o  
serve as repre sentatives is 
made, not by the electors 
whom nominally they repre
sent, but by party organiza
tions (local or national)." 

They drew attention to the fact 
that this was not a new phenome
non, but it was the logical de
v elopme nt of a tendency that 
had become evident as long ago as 
1861 in the period in which John 
Stuart Mill was writing his cele
brated work on Representati ve 
G cvernmen t ,, 

:•0 s,. ther2fore. sur
" 11.ot when comp.,ari1�g 
__ LL;c;--post. v,i t h  the lis{ 

, .... -;e.;,::un and Lambert con·-· 

- :·ct u al pr a c Lice : the

( _;._ ! ...: 1.: ) s ,_, .s t c rn d 1 ff er s \'er y

'iitle ... from the existing

h_ iL·ish method ,, , . though it 
2r1pPors to do so. !t 

;;0 observer of the political 
scene in Guyana over the last 10 
years needs th e auth ority of 
political scientists to tell him 
this. The evidence of elections 
in this count,ry under the first
past-the-post system from 1953
onwards be ars lasting testimony 

to the fa.cf that under this 
system rather than the system of 
proportional representation the 
average elector voted primarily 
for the party of his choice, 
taking into_ account in so doing 
his views of the haders.bip of 
t he party and of the state of 
candidates put up in constituen
cies throughout the country, can
d ida tes who would ultimately 
become Members of Parliament and 
who would form the Government if 
the party was successful. 

It is , I suggest, in this 
latter regard that the individu
als whom the party was offering 
as its members hip in the new 
Parliament, or as Ministers in a 
new Government, played an impor
tant part in the preference of 
the elector. Is this not essen
tially the same po sit ion as that. 
which now exists under propor
tional representation, although 
under the lis t system the pre
sentation is more forthright and 
more dramatic? It is not, I
suggest, in the sli ghtest degree 
accurate to say that the consid,
�rations that have so far been 
favoured in the vast majority of 
democrat.le societies in upholding 
the rights of the individual 
r2m-be!' �ot Pai"'liftment in a:::.sert� 

his responsibilities not to 
. not even to constituencv,

xt ; consc1ence and to tl;e 
ccuLtry as a whole, no longe r 
2;,pply arid no longer have a valid
ity to a Member of this honour
able House who was elected on the 
"'.::asis of his name being on the 
list cf candidates for which 
electors have voted. 
5 .20 p. m

These are considera1,ions of 
general application but they are, 
I think, important to a consider
ation of the proposal embodied in 
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the Motion and we make no pro
gress with the development of our 
fundamental institut ions if we 
ignore,them.and fasten only upon 
the illlllBdiate needs and problems 
of a particular political situa
tion. 

It is n�c�ssary for me to 
look a little more closely at the 
terms in which this proposal is 
bei_ng advanced. The Motion as it 
is formulated asks this House to 

�recommend that steps be 
taken to amend the Cons ti tu
t ion of Guyana to provide for 
declaring vacant" 

and these are import ant words 

"the seats of Members of this 
Assembly who cease to support 
the Par_tv on whose list they 
were el ected to this Assem
bly ... 

I draw attention to the 
fact that this is advanced as a 
propos al for con s tit:u tion a l  
_ainendment� a n d  t his H�mse is 
being invited to reconnnend that a 
law be drafted to give effect to 
this proposal and to secure the 
necessary constitutional change. 

This is not - certainly not 
in its formulation in the Motion 
- a proposal of a broad political
idea a nd we must, therefore,
consider with especial care the
implications of each of the sig
nificant features of the proposal •
It ju st will not do to advance a
formal proposal for ;constitution
al amea:idment in carefully drafted
language in the form of a Motion
and to say that all tbe House· is
concerned with is the principle
of change and that a method will
be found to gi ve effect to it.

Wha.t then are the ee,rticular 
features of the propqsaJ.? Note 
that, in the first-�&:��, the 
proposal reconnnendf·\'be..t:(jlie seat 
is to be declared· v�int. We 
must assume, theref<J'I'e.., 

tha.t it 
is not the intention of those who 
propose_.the constitutional amend
ment that the vacancy should take 
effect by virtue of operation of 
law. It takes effect by virtue 
of an act of declaration. Who 
makes this declaration? Is it 
made by this 1ionourable House it
self on a Motion, in effect, 
expelling the Member. Or js it, 
perhap s, made  by the c o u r ts 
exercising a novel and, one must 
surely assume, unwelcome juris� 
diction in an area essentially 
political. 'Or is it made by the 
party on whose list the name of 
the Member 8{lpears? 

If  it is to be made by the 
party, by what arm of the party.? 
By its national executive, or oy 
its parliamentary executive? Or 
is it, per h a p s, made by the 
chairman ')f the party?_ Or by the 
leader of the party in the House? 
If it is possible to discover by 
whom t he declaration is to be 
made, and to be sure that there 
will always be someone to make 
it, is it mandatory that the 
declarati on shall be made when 
the act of det'iance is committed, 
or will it merely be permissive', 
that is; can the declaring author-
i ty waive the offence and demon
strate an act of clemen cy t'o 
the recalcitrant Member? Must 

the declaration and the decision 
be made forthwith, or ·111ay it be 
p ostponed? If postponed, for 
what period? 

We must assume that my hon • 
and learned Friend who introduced 
this Motion has considered_ with 
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care all the�e various possibili
ties and is aware of the precise 

"interpretation that he attaches 
to the proposal. Assuming, fer 
the purpose of the consideration 
of the proposal, that we can get 
past this confused question of 
the declaration of th e vacancy, 
and that we can, perhaps in some 
way, reach the stage where the 
declaration is made, that we know 
by whom it is made, can we glean 
the cir cumstances in which the 
declaration may be made? 

We- s,,,.e, art·e, - 1 l, b ei ng 
askP4 _J endorse a proposal under 
·hich :1 man who ha::; been duly
elected a Member of the National
Parliament is to lose his seat. 
It is trite to observe that it is 
essential. in  this situa tion, 
that all concerned - the man him
self, the party on whose list he 
was elected, the community at 
large - should know with certainty 
the circumstanc es in which the 
vacancy will arise. The Motior.. 
p r ovi d e s  for t he seat t o  be 
declared vac�nt if the Member 
ceases to support the party on 
whose list, he was elected. 

Let us  take each of :these 
concepts in turn. A declaration 
can only be made if the M ember 
ceases to support th e par t y. 
When, and by virtue of what act, 
does the cessation take place? 

o es a s i n g 1 e a c t o f s el f -
exprsssion involve a cessation of 
support for the party? Must a 
\_ember lose his seat in Parlia
ment if he votes on an issue in a 
manner different from that in 
which the majority o� his col
, eagues in the party·on whose 
List he was elected happen tc 

hl:1ve VD ued'( Or does he lvse 11i::i 
seat if he merely abstains from 
voting when they vote? 

5.30 p.m. 

Does it matter if he acts in
consistently in a p:coceeding of 
the House or in a Committee of 
the.House?. Or is it enouri:h if nc

fails to attend a meeting of the 
House in r esponse to the party 
Whips? Can cessation of support 
lake pla ce i11 a manner and in 
circumstances quite extraneous to 
the proceedings and deliberations 
of the House? Does a Member who 
resigns from a party but consis
tently votes with the party in 
C1e Honse ct::asc ti, suppo1t U1c, 
par Ly in terms of the amendment? 
I f  any of these J)OSsibi.:.it ies 
constitutes cessation of support 
- and I by no means pretend that
I have exhausted all possible
deviaLions - is it established hy
a single occurrence or by several
occurrences of a related nature?
Must it be a pattern of behaviour,
and if it is a pattern of behav
iour, is this to be established on
the basis of a specified number of
instances? I am su re that my
learned and hon. Friend who moved
this Motion knows precisely what
he me J.ns by the ccncept of cessa
tion. But here again it would
have been helpf ul to the House
had this information been vouch
safed to us.

Then there is the concept of 
support. Whatever the circum
stances in which support Ce�ses 
to exist, we must at least know, • 
before the Hou se is asked t o  
adopt; this Motion and to endorse 
this proposal for constitutional 
i:illlendment, what is the nature of • 
the support of the party that the 
proposal envisages. Wide areas 
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and vis�as of uncertainty are 
here opened up.. .Are ,we talking 
of support ·through voting in the 
House, which is, I suppose,· the 
most obvious type of support that 
would spring to mind - voting in 
response to the party Whip? Are 
we talking of attendance to the 
affairs of the party outside of 
the House which has nothing to do 
with the proceedings of the House? 
Here, quite o bviously, are im
portant areas of support for the 
party. 

Does a Member cease to sup
port a party, for example, if he 
fails to fulfil a speaking engage
mPnt directed by his party execu
tive as a week-end assignment, 
even though he consistently sup
ports the party in this House? 
Or are we in the area of flnan
c ial support? Does a Member 
c e as e  to support a party if 
he is in arrear� wi th �arty 
s ubscripti on, even though he 
faithfully discharges his duties' 
in the House? Or does he with
draw his support if, while being 
up to date with his financial 
contributions, he fails to give 
militant support outside of the 
House to the causes which are 
dear to the hearts of the party 
E'.\ .. ccutives, or perhaps to that 
rectio n of t h e  p a r t y  wh ic h 
fortuitously happens to be in the 
ascendancy of that executive? 
Does this constitute a withdrawal. 
of support? Does this act of 
defiance call for the loss of his 
seat in Parliament? 

Here, again, I am sure that 
the learred and hon. Mover of the 
Motion has a cle 3,r conception of 
�hat is involved in terms of his 
amendment .. But here, too, it 
would have been helpful had this 
been revealed to hon. Members. 

There are i:till further diffl
cult ies. It would be helpful if 
we could, perchance, know what 
"support'.' implies and if we could 
determine with some measure of 
precision when it ceases. Who 
makes the determination, as dis
tinct from the declarati�n, that 
it has ceased? fs it made by the 
party executive or is it made by 
some other authority? And again, 
must it be m�de immediai,ely or 
must it, merely be a 1sword · of 
Damocles, a threat of the ldecla-. 
ration hanging over the head of 
the intransigent? 

But this is by no  m e ans 
the end of. t his tangled path. 
T her e are still further and 
m ore vexi ng pr oblems iri t he 
way we are being asked to con
sider this Motion. We must as
sume that the purpose of this 
debate 15·- as.we are seriously 
talking about a proposal for a 
constitutional amendment - to con-
sider the circumstances for the 
loss of aMember�s seat if he were 
e l ect ed on  a party  ticket. 
Now,, whatever the po l itical 
realities - and I recognize that 
the realities in this regard do 
not necessarily acc.ord with the 
theoretical possibilities :- we , 
must check again all these possi
bilities if we are suggesting a 
tampering with our basic institu
tion. Neither the Constitution 
itself nor the electoral laws by 
which hon. Members are elected to 
this Parliament relate the list 
'3ystem as lt was not a prerequi
site of the operation of first
past-the-post. Once the list 
is endorsed by 200 electors, 
it is a properly endorsed list. 
It follows therefore, that there 
need not necessa�ily be a con-
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t1uu1ty of· rty 0rganizat1on 
after the General Ele ctions 
on which this disqualification 
f or me�bership - the circu m
stances for the loss of a seat 
- can operate.

5.40 p.m. 

It is no use saying that in 
the vast majority of cases there 
will be a p arty • I f we a r e 
serious about the business of 
Constitution making:. it �ill not
do to be so :i,ir.r,.,;.ise. Let us 
take +' · political rea1itiec: into 
c nn-.. t<lt· r :] i n1J. 

knowledge that in the maj ori 1 y 
of cases a Member wuuld have been 
elected on a list sponsoreJ by a 
political party, and he is to 
lose his seat in the House if he 
ceases to sup[>o rt that party. 
What is the party to which this 
cona?-pt of genuine support must 
be attached if, subsequent to 
a General Election, the party on 
the b�sis of whose list he was 
elected goes into fragmentation 
and emerges, perhaps, as no party 
at all? 

We need not go too far back 
in o ur o wn histo ry t o  f ind 
examples where a party emerges, 
perhaps, as two separate parties 
sitting in the House. Is it 
surely not a case that all of the 
''.-:'irnbers of the House elected on 
that particular list will lose 
the:r seats, for where now is the 
rarty to which their continuing 
support at tac� s,  being the party 
on whose list they were origin
ally elected? Of course, this is 
carried to its logical conclu-
3ion� The inevitable allegiance 

Constitution 9-:-2 

of the Members will go to one 
party or the other, because they 
have emerged off-shoots of the 
party. We can go on ad infinitum

on this matter. There is liter
ally - and I say this with all 
serio11sness - no end to the un
certainties a nd parl iamentary 
chaos that are implicit in a 
cons ti tuti onal amendmen L based· on 
t he proposal embodied in this 
Motion. I think it is not unfai1 
to sav that it is a discourtesv 
to ho�. Members of this House and 
to the ir intelligence that we 
should be asked to debate and to 
vote upon a proposal as ill
conceived and ill-prepared as 
t his one i.s. 

'l'his brings me to the only 
other conunent that I wisb to make 
on the Motion which the House is 
considering. It is a co�ment 
that i.s, perhaps, of more ::unda
mental importfillce than any c.f the 
other points with which 1 have at
tempted to deal. '\fo are now an 
independent country. We have 
fashioned a Constitution which 
is nov. the supreme law of this 
land and ,�hich provides the .-ery 
foundation for all our legal and 
political institutions. It is 
i ndeed t he very heart of our 
legal a nd po litical systems. 
We are no longer working under 
a Constitution from the Colonial 
Office amendable bv Order in 
C ouncil as occasions demand. 

•

What is more. the processes 
f or a constitutional amend
ment have been very carefully 
delineated. These processes 
are to be found within the com
munity itself. The possibility 
for a constitutional chanrre is 
e ntirely within the hancts of • 
Guyaneie. It is a right that 
carries important and far-reach-
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ing responsibilities, It is no� 
good enough for us to use a con
stitutional amendment in order to 
settle an essentially political 
problem, as �e might, perhaps, 

·have been tempted to do in the
past before this country gained
its independence.

ln t he circumstanc es, I 
venture to suggest that it be
hoves us - the Members of this 
House and the community at large 
- to promote a due regard for our
basic national in_stitut ions and
in ·_particular for· the ·Cons ti tu
tion of our country, and not
lightly or in a facile manner
to advance proposals for consti
tutional amendment· merely by way
of a protest in a political con
text.

Few Members in this House 
are in· any dou bt of the real 
problems involved in the consti
tutional change to which my hon. 
and ·learned Friend refe:-red. 

. They are problems of party or:_ 
ganization, party control, and 
party discipline. The pr oblems 
of a political party do not
justify ill-advised tampering
with our permanent constitutional
arrangerrents. let us not in this
House or outside expect to solve
all our problems b y  way of
constitutional amendment. When
ever we feel constrained to ad
vance proposals for a 6 onst it u
tiona] amendment, let us do so
o nly after the most searching
examination of the matter. Let 
us be satisfied that the change 
we propose to make in the perma
nent fabric of our law and our 
political institutions achieves 
the good we wish to establish 
and causes n o  injury to basic 

arrangements which will outweigh 
the benefits which we seek to 
achieve. 

This Motion, conceived as it 
was in pique and_nurtured on D1is
understanding, stands revealed 
f or what it is - a political 
absurdity, masquerading as con
stitutional dogma. It. does not 
deserve the support of hon. �em
bers of this House and will not, 
I hope, comma.rid it. [Applause.]

Mr. Luck: l rise to support 
the Mot i on of th� hon.  Dr. 
Ramsab.oye. After listening to 
th e arguments of the "hon. 
Minister of the United Kingdom" -
I am sorry - the hon. Minister of 
State, one must �onceive.that his 
arguments sound attractive, but, 
as far as I am concerned, they 
are as unsound as they are at
tractive. lt i� the height- of 
\irony, indeed, that this' "hon. 
Minister for the United Kingdmn' 
should be quoting Burke and Mill 
on Representative'Government. _He 
has the effrontery to quote Mill 
on Representative Government.
.when everything t hat Mill has.
written supports the contention
that what is taking place here is
invidious and obnoxious.

Why did the hon. Minister of 
State quote certain sections on 
Parliamentary Democracy and con
veniently forget other sections? 
Mill in his great work on Repre
sentative Government, pointed out 
that if people were to be denied 
the ri ght· of electing their 
representatives, such people 
wo�ld be denied inevitably their 
every right. Mill had no use fo-.· 
nominated elements in his con
cept of a Parliament and nothing 
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he has ever written could support 
this system of having a n0rnin:c�ed 
Member. 

5.50 p.m. 

When future historian .o come 
to examine the history cf our 
time this debate will stand cu� 
as the low-water mark in G1iyru1e:e"" 
public life. That we s}1ould �;e 
debating a matter that is the 
accepted norm of conduct. in all 
civilized circles is conclusive 
p roo f 0 f t he l o » � " ,., n d a r d o f 
pub' · . morality in this co·rn;:;·_,-. 
That we  should be d 1:: b a. t i u 2; 
whether a representative of ·.te 
people, elected by the r�nDle a1:d 
having sold them out for fi1;.,:,;· 
lucre , shoul d remain in :he 
National Assembly or should be 
compelled to resig-n shovs t l1e 
very low standard of p1fr1li c life. 
By all that is right and ju:ct, h:, 
all that is decent and hol:.-, sud, 

. a man should resign and try his 
luck W!J.Pn the n::xt eleclion somes 
around. 

My  learned and hon. Friend 
uses his learning to ad\·ance v-:1-.,.· 
ingenious arguments, but i1; w}.a: 
capacity are we here? :b· le<lrned 
and hon. Friend, Dr. Ramsah2ye, 
strnck the crux of the matter. 
We are not here to speak of 0ur 

wn beliefs; we are here to rep
r esent those who put us h ere, 
and if it s o  happens t hr� l ,,·e 
cease, either for private g:ain or 
for personal profit, to represent 
the people who sent us 10 this 
Assembly, then honesty, integrity 
,nd decency impel us to resi?n. 

I am a rebellious sort o f  
fellow myself and I see that the 
Motion is not without its diffi
culties, but the trutll is that 
our Constitution has been devised 
to �ive dictatorial powers to 
that hon. :Vlember opposite. In 
consequence, as we read through 
t.he Constitution we see that the 
person first named on a list has 
rights over those on the list. I 
see nothing wrong in empowerinr. 
the person whose name first ap
pears on the list to have such 
power. Since he put a man in -
and some of us ca.me very early -
then he can d ecide to  put him 
out. I adopt the argument of the 
hon. Attorney-Genera l, but I 
arrive at a different conclusion. 

The Attorney-General said 
that the· h i s tor y  o f  r e cent 
elecr icns in this country, even 
under first-past-the-post system, 
sl1ows that candidates are really 
elected by the party hierarchy. 
Indeed, in the case of the Peo
ple's National Congress it is 
Mr. Burnham himself who selects 
the men. If this is the proc8ss 
of selection, why should there be 
unhappiness that this should also 
be the process for rejection? I 
adopt the argument of the Attor� 
ney-General. I agree with him 
i.h<lt this is a solemn debate and
we must approach it seriously
even though the majority of votes
are on one side or the other, It
is not a matter for hilarity.

I will relate this story to 
the House and I will relate ii. on 
a pu blic p lat form. It is an 
amazing story of corruption and 
dishonesty. Men in this Chamber 



977 Amendment ·of 15TH NOVEMBER, 1966 Constitution 978 

snould stand by their c-onvic..,. 
tions; they should not be bought 
and sold as articles of commerce. 
Long before the event, I was able 
to predict to the leadership .of 
the People's Progressive Party 
the impending defection of one of 
our legislative membl:lrs. 

L et us consider the matter 
from the other way round. Let ns 
allow the parties to remain as 
they are: let us say that all .the
parties will keep their follovn.ng; 
then as  th e Prime Minister 

' 

argued when he proposed the sys-
tem of proportional representa
tion, some meaningful iccord 
would have to be arrived at. This 
was the argument of the Prime 
Minis ter: rat her than allow 
rascality and a chance 42 or 40 
per cent to  have overwhelming 
power, let us have a balance and 
then in a multiracial society ' 

h' with racial voting, statesmans 1p 
must eme r g e  to save u s  from 
disaster. 

6 p.m. 

Those on the opposite side who

dream of completely dominating 
this side of the House must know 
that some of us  may run - [The 
Prime Minister: 11Which of us?"] 
- others may take the dishono�r
able cours� but some must rema1n.

Not e veryone is ashamed ,  not 
everyone can be ashamed of and 
apologize for  b e l o niin(? �o a 
future if the country 1s d1V1ded. 
The country has a sharp division 
and when a Member takes the step 
of leavin,g this side of the Hou�e 
for the other, or vice versa, 1t 
is an act of treachery. T?at is 
how it is reprded, and rightly 
regarded, by those who sent us 

h ·· To .. l ... ,ow this sort of ere.. ... 
thing to continue, far _from
elevating the tone of nat�onal 
life, would make it a hot-bed of 
corruption. 

I had returned from the great 
Republic of China and it was com
monly felt that I had come with 
communist money. Unfortunately,. 
and unhappily for �e, that belief 
was contrary to the truth. I was 
asked to extend some of this 
money to a comrade. I saw at 
once that there were difficul
ties, so I gave him something to 
hold cin to. I said, "Comrade, I 
Teall y d o  not have it, but I

shall get it for you if it is 
necessary." I had no intention 
of getting money for anybody, for 
I do not b elieve in that.  I 
asked those, who may have had, to 
do something in this matter, and 
every time I saw the gentleman I 
would tell him, 111 have just sent 
off t.he cable, comrade. 11 I gave 
him the address in Peking, but I 
sent no cab le . 

Surely, for such a person to 
remain in this House and to cross 
the Floor is an act of public 
illllllorality and indecency. No 
laughter, no humour, can erase 
the awful truth in such a situa
tion. In this Chamber we are the 
representatives of the people who 
put us here. We are not here in 
our own right; we are not here to 
enrich ourselves. We a.re here, I 
hope, to give honest representa
tion to those who put us here. 
An examination of the recent pa.st 
of this country must show, even 
if th e hon. Attorney-General 
blinds himself to the fact, that 
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there are rigid lines between the 
party on this side of the House 
and those on the other side. For 
my part, I have done my best to 
blur these lines in the interest 
of the country, for I can see no 
particular race. That is the 
awful situation in this country 
today. 

I tell the hon. Prime Minis
ter openly, as I have told him in 
private, that devious forces are 
at work in this country. Money 
is being thrown around like con
fetti. Money is all around and 
the source of that money has just 
left. I urge the hon. Prime 
Minister to abandon the hope of 
buying a few venal and corrupt 
instruments and allowing Minis
ters to steal so that they may 
join his party. These tactics 
would give a temporary majority 
but no lasting progress to this 
country. 

Instead of that, let us allow 
the parties - he proposed this 
as the raison d'etre of his P.R. 
system - to remain as they are and 
tben l et statesmen emerge who 

. will make some meaningful accom
modation. Quite clearly, the 
hon. Prime Minister is determined 
to take the o pposite course -
bribery, corruption, and coer
cion. I am not unaware that, in 
history, given certain circum
stances and certain skills in 
those who wield this unholy 
trinity of power, this thing 
could lead to success but, in 
this country, from my experience 
in this matter, the prime levers 

of power are not in Georgetown, 
they are, in Washin gton or at 
points east and west. 

I should now like to advert 
to the technical difficulties 
.�hich the hon. Attorney-General 
raised in his very lucid and at
tractive address. First of all 
he says - and possibly with some 
measure of fairness - that the 
Motion itself is imprecise. No 
one on this side of the House
claims that the Motion is pre
cise. What we are asking is that
this House approve that those who
leave the party, those who cease
supporting the persons who put
them here, those who cease sup
porting the party, should be asked
to vacat.e their seats in Parlia
ment. This is tlie normal parlia
mentary behaviour in all civiliz
ed count r i e s . It m a:y we 11
h appen that I may differ with
my party colleagues. I 1vould
resign if that happened. I
h ave abso lutely no doubL in
my mind ab o ut th i s  and th e
proof of it may be shortly.

I was speak ing about  the 
technical difficulties of the 
P.R. system. I have said that 
the person to indicate that the 
chap - [The Prime Minister: "The 
hon. Member."] - ha s stopped 
supporting the party shou ld be 
the person who heads the list on 
which the hon. Member belongs. 
There is nothing difficult in 
this if the leader on that list 
signifies to the Speaker that 
this chap - [The Prime Minister: 
"Hon. Member. 11] - . hon. Member 
has defected. What we are decid
,ng tonight, in spite of the 
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beautiful speech of the hon .  
Attorney-General, is whether or 
not a person who.turns around and 

• joins the P .  N. C., after having
got his seat in this House by
virtue of being elected a member
of the .P.P.P., should be.�llowed
to remain in this Cha.mber. This
is what we are debating. It is
as .simple as tha.t .,

I see some significance in 
the fact that this Motion is 
being debated at this particular 
time, before certain taxation 
proposals are decided upon in the 
Cabinet. Give and get! That is 
the whole nature of this Govern
ment, a most sordid marriage of 
convenience which one day will 
lead to an equally messy divorce 
which will not be heard at eight 
o'clock in the morning. [The 
Prime Minister: "It was 8.30 in 
the morning."] Why has this Mo
tion come now? It is well known 
that the hon. Member Dr. Richmond 
has publicly and properly� and 
in very effective and felicitous 
language - castigated the ap 
pointment of the hon. Member Mr. 
Bowman as junior Minister. Why 
has this Motion come now? It has 
come now because the taxes will 
be  relieved depending on the 
abandonment of criticism of the 
hon. Member Mr. Bowman. He gives 
here and they take there. This 
is not the way a country can be 
successfully run. 

The hon. Attorney-Genera l
spoke of Burke and on the role of 
a Parliament. It would not have 
escaped his attention or the at
tention of this honourable House 
that when Burke wrote there were 
very few Parliaments indeed and, 

in those days, the Parliament of 
England was a gentleman's club 
wherein the differences were not 
really many nor grave. 

6-10 p.m. 

Today a vast gulf divides 
this .House on all issues and any
body who is so dishone�t as to 
defec t from this side t o  the 
other side is a public Judas. I 
do not wish m y  good and hon. 
Friend, George; to believe that I 
restr ict m y  r emarks  to him. 
There was a catechist's son. a 
renegade from the church. Should 
such people be allowed to remain

in this House? I do not care 
what manner of sophistry or what 
vast erudition the hon. Attorney
General or anyone else brings 
into this Hou se. The matter 
before this House is a matter of 
public corruption. 

The hon. Attorney-General diu 
not mention this but the success
f ul working of a Parliament, 
as stated by Burke and M ill 
and those who have written 
about it, demand s that, far 
from rascals b.eing elevated, 
men of calibre, men of integrity 
either·on the front Benches or 
the back Benches must be elevat
ed. Surely this is elementary. 

I have watched the leader 
of the United Force and I won
der what his reflections will 
be when I tell him formally that 
he has no more than three Members 
in this House today. That is my 
c ertain knowledge, I give him 
three only out of respect. There 
are t wo over there - I do not 
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,,ant to say crne is a "rat" so I 
s&,y two - but percentage-wise, it 
is much greater than ours.· In a 
modest way this House can contri
bute much to the welfare of this 
nation, and I would hope that the 
Members opposite would see the 
wisdom of accepting this Motion. 

I once raised ·with one of the 
promising gentlemen opposite the 
r,ossibility of his elevation to 
hiQhET office,. and, pulling his 
l r:g I predicted that Geerge would 
�Pt the jo b. I was told that 
1.l1at v-as absu1J; · 1

·,1_ that was
: rT(l�<;i .hh and that the party
,.r,1:1, not stand for it. What
k, \ e ". e s e e n , Mr . Sp e a k e r ?
S1,n·l::, on those Beuches opposite
'lier'? are be tter men than : he
·irf?ctor, putting aside the de
ttcnion. Are we living in won
�erland where a man's merit lies
1 •1 1,i s rascality? This is Alice

\<, ' ·, ! :, r>d , 'l'op,�y-· 'fu .rvy ! 

ln all seriousness, I see 
:Nod men opposite . Let them 
r e fl e ct on  this  • T h e  hon. 
�ember Dr. Ramiahoye made an 
j nteresting disclosure. T hese  
disclosures are shock ing and 
in any developed society where 
peop le hope to  ret ain their 
freedom. such disclosures must 
shock the public conscience and 
cause the people to rise up in 
some oppositi on. As my g ood 
friend had said, 11The party would 
not stand for it", but the party 
did stand for it. 

In this country we must be 
Yery careful lest we establish.a 

system based on bribery, co1Tu1- -
tion:and deals. The hon. Prime 
·Minis t e r d e f i n e d p o l i  t i cal
s;cience as the "science of deals.!\ 
What a cynical definition! We 
see the Prime Minister's plans 
unfolding in front of our eyes 
one b y  o n e. The hon. Prime 
Minister knows that what I want 
is  not his to give. He might 
obstruct it; but it is never his 
to give. 

In concluding, let us now be 
serious in this matter. We are 
voting here tonight either for 
honesty and integrity in public 
life or for corruption and dis
honesty and foreign manipulation. 
We defend our national integrity 
by empowei< ng t he leaders of 
those lists in such cases LO take 
definitive and necesc:-sry action. 
I woul i not want tv believe that 
there are more than three· ',;ents 
of foreign powers in this Par-· 
liament. 

6-20 µ.,ii. 

Mr. Sancho: The hon. Attor
ney-General has already referred 
to the vague, strange and uncer
tain langnage in this Motion hy 
the hon. Member Dr. Ramsahoye. He 
also said quite rightly that -. i1at 
the Motion seeks to achieve is not 
a proposal of a broad polit i ::al 
idea. Indeed, when the l•on. 
Mover of the Motion was speaking 
he referred to the fact that at 
one of the Constitutional r2n
ferences the hon. Prime �h n:\ "'·."' � 
remarked that a Constitut:\0: 1s 
not a n  instrument of 11 :;;1ec1p 
politic al victory". Similarly, 
it should not be an instrument to 
be manipulated in the House whP.n 
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a pa•ty is having troub'.J.e in its 
ranks and is facing political 
defeat. 

L ike the h on .  Atto rney
General, I have noted the words 
"ai.11end the Constitution" appear
ing in the Motion. It is my view 
that five months after the Con
stitution has been in force is 
far too earlv for us to amend a 
document which was arrived at 
af:_( r so much thought' after so 
much discussion. It will be re
called that the members of the 
party opposite refused to attend 
the Constitutional Conference. 
Had they done so they might have 
been able to have certain things 
included in the Constitution. 

In the Motion I notice the 
words "that steps be taken to 
amend the Constitution". This is 
going to raise a very dangerous 
precedent. Why should we make 
this bitter, indiscriminate 
chan!!e in our Constitution in 
nrrl,:,r to rectify what is basical
ly a political ·problem? Even if 
by some miracle the position 
changes when voting time comes 
and this Mot ion should secure a 
majority of votes, in a matter 
like this it can and should only 
he carried on a two-thirds maj ori
ty of the votes. That is stated 
in the Constitution. As the hon. 
Attornev-General so lucidly said, 
to incl

0

ude matters of this type 
at this time in our Constitution 
i� to raise a dangerous prece
dent. I do not think we should 
tampe r with our Con stitution 
after a period of five months. 

1t is stated quite clearly in 
the  Const it ution at Article 

61(3), vd page 55, the ways in 
which a Membe1· of this National 
Assembly may cease to hold his 
seat. I quote in parts: 

He loses his seat if -

11, • • • adjudged to be of unsound 
mind, s entenced to death or 
imprisonment, or convicted or 
reported guilty of an offence 

" 

:t'hese 'things are clearly set out, 
because it must be realized that 
when a man becomes a .. Member of 
this Parl i a m e n t  he  hells a 
national position, and it is no 
longer a matter for the party 
alone to throw him out. 

·The arguments put forward by
the members of the Opposition can 
be very much likened to the name 
which 1 the Trinidadians ga ve a 
certain bird..:-[Interruption.J I 
want it to be clearly noted that 
the Independence Conference was 
called; that all parties we�e in
vited to attend·- as is the case 
at all Independence Conferences -
to put forward their views on the 
Constitution. The P.P.P. should 
have gone to London and taken up 
the v ery po int which. has  no w 
arisen and from which. they happen 
to be the sufferers·at the moment 

ADJOIJ RNMENT 

Resolved, "That this Assem
bly do now adjourn until Wednes
day, 16th November, 1966, at 2,00 
p.m. 11 [Mr, Bissember.J

Adjour ned accordin�ly at 

6,30 p.m. 
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APPENDIX I 

LIST OF ENTERPRISES AWARDED CONCESSIONS BY GOVERNMENT 

FROM JANUARY 1st 1965 TO 30th APRIL 1966 

Company Name and 

Plant Location 

Guyana Knitting Factory 
Ltd. , 
34., Fort Street� Kingston, 
Mr. Festus Charles 

Guyana Timbers Ltd., 
Houston, East Bank, 
Demerara 

:::,tarter P-· ,ery� 
Manufacturers 
Guyana Ltd. 

Swan Manufacturing 
uimpany Ltd., 
Evans Stre ·t. 
Charlestown 

Sterling Products Ltd., 
Providence, East Bank 
Dcmerara 

Rupununi Enterprises Ltd., 
Rupununi. 

Yasin/Lysons Textile Ltd., 
Ruimveldt Industrial Site 

Continental Agencies 
Ruimveldt Industrial Site 

G�yana Merchants Ltd., 
Ruimveldt, East Bank 
Demerara. 

Demerara Building 
Industries, 
Friendship, East Bank 
Demerara 

Status: Planned/Under 

uins truction/In 
p.,.nrl,, r,ti on 

In Formation 

In Formation 

In Operation 

In Operation 

In Construction 

In Ooeration 

ln Construction 

In Operation 

In Operation 

In Operation 

Product 

Knitting of 
Garments 

Secondary 
woods' pro
cessing 

Making of 
Batteries 

Detergents 

Detergents 

Bone Meal 

Dye fabrics, 

knitting 

Curry 
Powder 

Retreading of 
Tyres 

Clay Products 
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Company Name and 
Plant Location 

Modern Signs Ltd., 
Robb Stree&, Georgetown 

Atlantic Travel Goods 
Manufacturing Company, 
c/o Mrs. Rickford, 
Christiana Rickford & 
Company, 
Vryman's Erven, New 
Amsterdam, Berbice 

Vacu-lug (Guyana) Ltd. 

Briana Manufacturing 
Company Ltd. , 
Lombard Street, 
Georgetown 

Briana Manufacturing 
Company Ltd. , 
Lombard Street, 
Georgetown 

Da Silva Confectionery 
Ltd. I 

Curtis Street, 
Al bouy s town 

Demerara Shirt Factory, 
Plaisance, East Coast, 
Demerara 

Asco Enterprises Ltd. , 
R uimv el dt Industrial 
Site 

National Utility Products 

Bata (�uyana) Ltd. 

. 

Status: Planned/Und�� Product 
Construction/ - In 

Production 

In Operation 

In Operation 

In Operation 

Neon· Si gn s

Travel Goods 

Repairing and 
remoulding 
Tyres 

In Formation Paper 
Envelopes 

In Formation Coir Pads

Under Construction· Confec
tionery 

In Operation Ladies· 

In Formation 

In Formation 

In Formation 

Garments 

Footwear 
Manufacture 

Waxes, 
Cleaners, 
In sec ti ci des 

Footwear 
Manufac
ture 
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Company Name and 
Plant Location 

Sand & Glass ManufacturingCompany Ltd. , 
Germany 
Toucan Headwear Ltd. , 
Cove & John, East Coast, 
Demerara 
Guyana Fibre Products Ltd. 

f\>ma Manufacturing Company 
Ltd. 
Canada Bed Company 
T. Stieman & Company
Germany 

Guyana Paper Products Ltd. 

Johnson & Johnson Ltd. , 
Trinidad 
Guyana Records Ltd. 

Status: Planned/Under 
Construction/ In 

Production 

In Formation 

In Production 

Under Con
struction 
In Production 

In Formation 
In Formation 

Under Con
struction 

In Fo:rnration 

In Formation 

Sannap Manufacturing Company In Formation 
Ltd., 

J 148 Regent Street, Georgeto n 
Guyana Plastic Works Ltd. 
Guyana Times Publishing Company 

In Formation 
In Operation 

Guyana Electronic Industrief Under Construction 
Ltd. 

Hobart Manufacturing Company Under Construction 

Product 

Glass 

Manufactureof Hand 
Bags 
Fibre

Products 
Mosquito 
Repellent 
Beds 
Cutting & 
Polishing 
of DiamondE 
Napkins &Toil et 
f'aper 
Sanitary 
Napkins 
Phono
graphic 
Records 
Sanitary 
Napkins 

Plastics 
Cardboard 
Container 

Radio 
Assembly 

Sanitary 
Products 
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Status: Planned/Under Company Name and 

Plant Location 

Guyana Corrugatiag Works 

Ni cbol a.a Daher Ltd. 

Goyana Milling Campany Ltd. 

Sue Y� Polythene 
Enterpri sea Ltd. 

Guyana Plastic Processiag 
C'.Dlllpany 

Allied General Corporation 

Tower Hotel Li.mi ted 

Woodbine Hotel Limited 

Cantiaeatal Oil Coiapany 
Lui. , (Gayaa) 

Shell (Qiyana} Ltd. 

Toolsie Persaud Limited 

Baracara Quarries Ltd. 

Co · / I Product nstruct1on n 
Production 

Ia Formation 

Ia Operation 

Ia Formation 

In Formation 

In Fomation 

In Operation 

Under Con
struction 

Under Con
struction 

In Operation 

In Operation 

Under Con
struction 

Under Con
struction 

Corrugated 
Sheets 

Ci gar_ettes 

Livestock 
Feed 

Polythene 
Products 

Plastics 

Cutting 
and 
polishing 
of dia-
1RODds 

Rebuilding 
and con
struction 
of addi
�ioaal 30 
rooms 

Construc
tion of 
additional 
15 rooms 

Exploration 
for oil 

Expioration 
for oil 

Expansion 
9£ quarry• 
ing 

Expansion 
of quarry-
�".,. 



Appendix to 

Ques . ion 36 
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Company Name and 
Pl ant Location 

Status: Planned/Under 
Construction/In 

Production 

Product 

Sherri t Gordon 'vlines Ltd. In Operation Exploration 
for Miner
als 

American Meta 1 Glilhax Ltd. • Under Organi
sation

Exploration 
for Miner
als 

Tobri t Mining Company. In Operation Exploratior. 
for Miner
als 

Various individuals In Operation Exploration 
for Miner
als� 

APPENDIX I I 

RESTRICTIONS ON PERSONS RELEASED FROM DETENTIO� 

QUESTION No. 35 

QUESTION by Mr. Bhagwan and REPLY by the Minister of Home Affairs: 

t}uest.ioo, 

Answer: 

,a1 Whb� r�stri�t1un� have been �laced on the liberty 
of those persons who have recently been released 
from detention? 

(b) What are the reasons for these restrictions?

(a) 

(b) 

Varying restrictions have been placed on persons 
recently released from detention hnd include in some 
cases curfew during the hours of darkness, reporting 
to the Police weekly or fortnightly. Individuals 
have, however, been given special permission to move 
out of their areas of restriction in order to attend 
t o  their private business, to see their Legal 
A dvisers, receive medical and dental attention; 
attend weddings, cinemas and even a boxing match. 

The persons are considered a security threat. 

Government is committed to maintain the security 
of Guyanese and persons who become a threat to this 
securi�y must be dealt with in a manner to ensure 
the security of Guyanese people. 
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