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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Constituted under the British Guiana 

(Constitution) (Te:rnporary Provisions) 

Order in Council, 1953) 

FRIDAY, 19TH FJ:)BRUARY, 1954 

The· Council met at 2 p.m., His 
Honour the Speaker, Sir Eustace Wool
ford, O.B.E., Q.C., in the Chair. 

PRESENT 
His Honour the Speaker, Sir 

Eustace Gordon Woolford, O.B.E., Q.C. 

Ex-Officio Members:-

The Hon. the Chief Secretary, Mr. 
John Gutch, C.M.G., O.B.E. 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, 
Mr. F. W. Holder, Q.C. 

The Hon. the Financial Secretary, 
Mr. W. 0. Fraser, O.B.E. 

Nominated Members of Executive 
Council:-

The Hon. Sir Frank McDavi<l, 
C.M.G., C.B.E. (Member for Agricul
ture, Forests, and Lands and Mines).

The Hon. P. A. Cummings (Mern• 
ber for Labour, Health and Housing). 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.B.E. 

The Hon. G. H. Smellie. 

'fhe ff on. R, :Q. Qajr�j. 

The Hon. R. C. Tello. 

Deputy Speaker :-

Mr, W. J. Ra11tgev�r, C.B.E. 

Nominated 0/ficia'ls:-

Mr. W. T. Lord, J.S.O. 

Mr. J. I. Ramphal. 

Nominated Uno/ ficidls :
Mr. W. A. Phang, 

Mr. L. A. Lttckhoo. 

Mr. C. A. Carter. 

:Mr. E. F. Correia. 

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb. 

Mr. H. Rahaman. 

Miss Gertie H. Collins. 

Dr. H. A. Fraser. 

Lt. Col. E. J. Haywood, M.B.E., T.Il 

Mr. R. B. Jailal. 

Clerk of the Legislature - Mr. I. 
Crum Ewing. 

Assistant Clerk of the Legislature 
-Mr. I. R. King.

Absent:-

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall. 

Mr. T. Lee -on leave. 

Mr. W. A. Macnie, C.l\.'LG., 0.B.E. 

Mrs. Esther E. Dey -.on leave. 

Mr. Sugrim Singh. 

The Speaker read prayers. 

The minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Thursday, the 18th of 
February, 1954, as printed and cir
culated, were taken as rea\l and con,· 
fii·mecl, 
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GOVERNMENT NOTICES 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 

The Chief Secretary gave notice of 
!J:he · introduction and first reading of a 
Bill intituled-

"An Ordinance to make special pro
visions with respect to the declaration of 
certain areas as drainage and irrigation 
areas." 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
give notice of the introdtiction• and first 
reading of a Bill intituled: 

"An Ordinance further to amend the 
Audit Department Ordinance for the pur
pose of increasing the salal'ies of the· iJJi
rector of Audit. and the Senior Auditor-" 

I also beg to give notice that 'I may, 
at this meeting, move the suspension of 
the relevant Standing Orders so as to 
enable · me to proceed with the Bill 
through all its stages, if necessary. I 
desire to state that I have had the per
mission of His Excellency the Governor 
to do so. · 

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES 

F'.EED FOR PIG REARING 

Mr. Bobb gave notice o:t' the fol
lowing n:iotion: 

"Whereas' it has been· recognized that 
the :pig-rearing industry holds great pos
sibilities for the economic development of 
the people engaged in it as well as fo.r 
th.at · of the :Colony as a whole; , 

"And whereas .it is desirable to give 
the greatest ,possilble encouragement to 
this industry: 

"Be it resolved:

"That this Government-
"(a) ,be urged: to take steps to increase 

the ;production of local feed for 
pigs; and 

''(b) be requested also to subsidize foe 
iprice of feed in order to bring it 
f11.0re within the means of the. 
pig-rearers." 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

REVISION OF SALARIES OF 

PUBLIC SERVICE 

The Financial Secretary: I should 
like to take this opportunity, wi'th your 
permission, Sir, to make an announce
ment ,which I should have included in 
my reply cin the Budget Statement, and 
that is that Governmen't proposes to 
carry out a general revision of the sal
aries of· the Public Service. Steps are 
now being taken 'to have a Commission
er appointed for the pm-pose, and it is 
hoped that the revision will be made as 
ea.rly ' as possible. 

Mr. Speaker: That would meet 
the approval of the hon. Member, Mr. 
Ramphal. 

M1:, Ramphal: Yes, Sir. 

BUDGET DEBATE 

APPROPRIATION BILL-1954 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move that the Council resolves itself 
·in'to •Committee to consider the follow
ing Bill clause -by clause:-

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to. ap
pl'Opriate the suppli€s granted in the cur
rent session of the Legislative Council." · 

I also beg to move that this Coun
cil approves of the Appendix that was 
attached to the report of the Finance 
Committee which I laid on the table 
prior to the commencement of the de
bate on the B{1dget. I a~ asking that 
that Append1ix, as revised, be sub
s'tituted by 'the copy which was cir. 
culaied to Members yesterday, and 
that it be incorporated in the Schedule 
as the Schedule to the l3ill. I . would 
also ask that when we come to the 
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Appropriation Bill, that the Schedule 
should be taken head by head. Each 
head will be called as we go along 
today, Sir, so as to give Members an 
oppo.rt unity to speak. I would also like 
to remind hon. Members of what I 
told them earltler, as to what would be 
the procedure in going through these 
Est imates. I think it would be just as 
well if I repeated what was said. I said 
that when we come to the Schedule, 
each head will be called -and Members 
will have a right to speak on the 
head or on any item under the head. 

Mr. Carter: To a point ,of ex
planation : Mµst they speak only as 
regards r eduction, or as regards in
creases also? 

The F inancial Secretary: Member:; 
have a right to move a r eduction, but 
can only recommend an increase. _If 
a motion for the rech1ction of a sub
head is carried by the Council, then 
the Appropriation Bili as well as the 
head on the Estimates will be reduced 
accordingly. The volume of the Es
t imates would not be used in Commit
'tee, but would be referred to only if a 

,Member. moves the reduction of a par
ticular item. I should: like to point 
out t hat I have three items which I 
Wotild Jike to move in, which are not 
in the report of the Ffoance Commit
tee. 

Sir Frank McDavid seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Council in Committee. 

Clause 2-Schedule. 

GOVERNOR 

The Financial Secretary: I move 
: that head I - Governor - be oa1·1·ied . 
out at $17,859 as recommenc:~d by t he 

· Finan'!e· Committ~e. · 

Question put and agreed to. 

GOVERNOR'S SECRETARIAT 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move that this head be carried out a't 
$33,187 as recommended by the Finance 
Committee. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

L EGISLATURE 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move that t his head be numbered IIJ\. 
and carried out at $107,228 as recom
mended by the F'inance Committee. 

Quest ion put, and agreed to. 

AGRICULTURE 

The F inan'cial Secretary: I mc,•;e 
that t his head ibe n umbered III. and 
carried out at $1,020,289. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Speaker: DCles any other .Mem· 
ber wish t o speak on this head in view 
of all that has been stated. 

Mr. Ciirter: Yes, Sir. At item_ 13 
on page 5 of· the Estimates, • I · notice 
tha'~ there is a vote of $3,000 for the 
training of apprentices in Agriculture, 
and I do not know if I can recommend 
an increase of 'this amount by $7,000, 
This count-ry is particularly agricul
tural, and qu ite a number of people in
dulge in agriculture for want of some
thing bet'te r to do, par ticularly on ihe 
r iv~r banks. But, when a son looks at 
his father, he realizes 'that there is no 
incen'tive .for him to take up agriculture 
also, owing to his father's mode of liv
ing as a farmer. He sees his father 
with a shovel and a hoe planting his 
first piece of land at the side o{ a river, 
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[ Mr. Carter] 
and he also sees tha't after the first or 
the second crop the cult ivation becomes a 
failure. He takes in a further piece of 
larid, and if he is given an opportunity 
he would continue 'to cultivate it until 
he reaches even beyond the rivei·, be
cause he knows nothing at all of t he 
science of agriculture, 

I believe that if more money 
is spent for t he training of our 
boys for posts as Agricul'tural 
Instructors in the rural areas, we would 
be able to get satisfactory results from 
the cult ivation of things like onions, 
cabbage, English potatoes and o'ther 
commodities. Lack of knowledge. jg re
sponsible for the majority of our farm
ers confining their efforts to the culti
vation of plantains and ground provi
sions. When they continue to do that, 
they find . that when they ar i-ive at the 
marke't places they have to sell their 
produce for litt le or nothing, for want 
of other commodities. 

If Agricultural Instructors are 
placed in the various a-reas, 'they would 
be able to see that farmers carry out 

· instructions as regards the cultivation 
of produce, and if the farmer s can 
command better prices they would 
be able to contribute more to t he rev
enue of the Colony. If it is possible 
'to provide more· money for the training 
of these apprentices, I would take this 
opportunity to suggest tha't that should 
be done. 

Mr. Farnum: I quite agree with 
what the hon. Member, Mr. Car'ter, has 
said about providing some more money 
for the training of apprentices in agri
culture. I think, however, tha't the 
whole matter should be deferred, 
because I believe that 'the intention is 
to have a new Agricultural Station 
established in 'this Colony, with a proper 
system of apprenticeship and training, 
At pr~s~11't th!) agri~~1jtural apprentices 

system at the Botanic Gardens is, more 
or less, a waste of money, because these 
lads are kept there for a cer'tain period 
-two years, I think---land at t he end of 
that period they are just sent away. 
They learn little or nothing and are 
just thrown out on 'the road, so it is 
a waste of the taxpayers' money. Were 
it not for t he fac't that a station would 

· be established, I would have said that 
we should strike out the vo'te right 
away. I do not understand the item 
really. because it sa.ys "Training of 
·Apprentices in Agricul'ture:'-$3,O0O
yet the corresponding note (13) on the 
opposite page speaks of provision for 
(a) Grants in aid to Agricul~ural Asso
cia'tions, E xhibitions and Competitions; 
and several other matters. 

Sir Frank McDavid: The note (13) 
relating to page 5 is incorrect. It 
should be numbered 12 instead, because 
i't relates to item 12 under this head. 

Mr. Farnum: I would suggest 
that the hon. Member, Mr. Carter, 
should not pursue this matter an-y fur
'ther, because of t he fact that a proper 
station will be estaiblished for the train
ing of these lads. It is also probable 
that a proper system of training will be 
introduced. At present, I th ink that the 
majority of the lads undergoing train
ing are City lads, and we a ll know that 
many of them are only• trying to do 
something honest for the shor't time 
they are there. The t raining should 
be given to the sons of farmers, p ar 
ticularly, who would be able 'to use it 
on their parents' farms. - I think the 
whole t hing should be thrown into the 
melt ing pot, and some better system 
established. The best t hing I 'think, 
would be t o estaiblish a Farm School 
along proper lines. 

Sir Frank McDavid : I t hink I can 
be of some help in this matter. I 
took l)art in a, very Ieng-thy debate in 
the Legislative Council when th e ques
tion qf th~ trainfn~ of agrt<:\tltui·al ap~ 
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pren.ti,ces w,as bein.g discussed. May I 
say that I agree with Mr. Carter. What 
i-s very necessary in British Guianm is 
improvement in the training ·of these 
lads, and an extension of it by what 
agricultural people call an Extension 
Service. W:ha,t is required is a larger 
number of Agricultural In!Str.uctors for 
the ,entire Co1ony, and in order to dD 
that. one must have better machin
ery for their training. 

- The question which came up for con
sideration was the par'ticipation by Brit
ish Guiana in the Farm School which has 
been established already at Centeno in 
Trinidad. We recognised·, not only in 
Bri,tish Guiana hut throughout the 
Carihbean area-aind rthe CoLoni·al Of
fice and other territories have agreed 
-that the setting up of this Farm 
School i,s with rtihe definite intention 
o,f providing a training gro.wnd fior ,this 
type of agricul'tura] man-.Jnot an agri
cultural officer with a mere academic 
mind, but a ma,n_ who would be able to 
go out inrto the field and teach the 
farmers. 

We thought it desirable 'that 
British Gui.ana should partic.ipate in 
that scheme ibut the majority view I ex
pres,sed at the time was against par
ticipation based ,on a desire to have a 
Farm S0hool i'Il Bri•tish Guiana. A 
Farm School is a most expensive un
dertaking, and it is no giocid having a 
Farm School unless 'it is a good one. 
It must ·be staffed 1by experts, properly 
sited a111d p,roperly managed. We did not 
see -our way a,t the time to es.tablish a 
Farm School in British Guiana, and at 
tha't time. Government was, as I have 
said, tryi;n,g ve'l'Y hard to secure accept
ance by the Legislative Gohincil of the 
idea to partidpate in the School at 
Centeno. Nevertheless, we have got an 
item in the Development Budget for 
training with respect to agriculture and, 
to my knowledge, six young men ar~ 
being selected right now to go to that 
Farm School in -Trinidad for such train-

i,ng. I may say that we have been 
permitted to send our men there with 
the hope that we would, later on, agree 
to participate in the scheme itself. 

I do agree that the service we 
have now and which is being given under 
this head-training of Agricultural Ap
pren'tices - is not satisfactory. That 
is to s,ay, it is not meeting the 

fuli requirements of this Colony. It 
is true 'to s-a,y that the apprentices 
serving two years do not get a 
full training as Agric.ultural Instruc
tors, a•n:d that they are not absorbed 
in the Department. They drift ;i,way 

. and the trai.nd111,g is Iost. ·This question 
of training Agricultural fo1Sti,uctors 
must oome up in the ver:Y" near f.u.ture, 
because we must get on with it •and 
bring about agricultural improvement 
in British Guiam,a: As the hon. ,Mem"' 
her, Mr. Farnum, has s-aid, there would 
be a Central Agricultural Station and, 
um;l,oubtedly, with ,better training the 
aprprel!l.tice.s would do 1better work. F'or 
the moment, however, I th:ink that we 
should leave the item and hope that we 
would improve our services. 

Mr. Carter: In this country we 
have to look very much to the land, and 
we knoiw that there CM be very little 
more expans~•on in sugar. We know 
also that the bauxite industry has 
re-ac,hed its peak in production, in so 
far -as the world market is concerned. 
We know that rice has given India its 
development; wha't are we going to do 
with all the thousands of square miles of 
land which we have available ' for rice 
cultivation? I would like 'to see boys 
with a high school educatiori trained in 
agriculture and made to serve theil' 
country under conltract, after they have 
had their training. 

I want to see agricultural lands 
given to farmers. We have to import 
cabbage · from the Netherlands when it 
·can be grown here. We can get two or 

i 

I 
I 

I 
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'[Mr. Carter] 
three other orops from the soil rather 
than wait nine months for a bunch 
of plantains. I should like to see these 
things done, and I think we should have 
a very big voice in these matters if we 
are going to assist farmers. When we 
are going to allocate lands 'to farmers 
we must know ,beforehand that the 
land1s will yield one thousand bushels 
of corn, for instance, at such and snch 
a time. 

Mr. Lord: I would like to support 
the hon. the Member for Agriculture 
for the retention of this sum. Two or 
three years ago the B,ri'tish Associa
ltion for the Advancement of Science and 
experts in Agriculture laid down that 
no ·one should be permit'ted to undertake 
farm work in England-which as you 
know, Sir, is a highly developed agri
cultural country-without having train
ing at a recognised farm school. I 
think the training of . these younger 
·apprentic,es would be a nucleus for a 
larger · scheme whereby the sons of 
'fa:i"mers-as the hon. Member, Mr. Far, 
num said-co-uld go forward. I regret 
to say that farming in the absence ot 
agricultural amenities is of the most 
primitive order, and somethirtg should 
be done to improve it. 

Mr. Farnum: In Finance Com
mittee this question of the sho,rtage of 
Vets was d,iscussed, and the late Direc
tor of Agriculture, Mr. Croucher said 
he had a scheme whereby he would train 
what would be known as Veterinary 
d:ispensers. I would'. ask 'the hon. the 
Membe1· for Agriculture to keep the 
matter before him and do something 

· about it, as it would mean a lot to the 
cattle ind,us't-ry. 

Mr. Smellie: I was very pleased 
indeed 'to hear from the hon. the Mem
-ber for Agriculture that a scheme exist
ed to send specially selected people from 
this country to Centeno to benefit by 

the Farm, 1nstitu'te, or whatever it is 
called, there. It is very apparent to me 
-and I am not an agricultu'l'ist- that 
what the farmers want is instruction 
in ag,riculture----practical ins'truction. I 
remember so well the debate in t he pre
vious Legislative Council, which fol
lowed, I think, on the visit · of a Mr. 
Ho'tchkiss who ca.me to · ex.plain all 
about this farm school at Centeno, and 
I shall look back with pleasure on the 
fact that I voted for, a-nd. not ag,ainst 
B,rJtish Guiana pa.rticipa-'ting in the 
scheme. · 

Mr. Ramphal: I would l ike Lh_e 
Financial Secreta.ry to reply to this. ln 
Finance Committee we had quite a long 
debate on the post of Director of Agri
culture. That Committee was very 
anxious that a good man should be 
selected to fill it, and we heard · tha't 
every effort was being mad:e to get a 
suitably qualified person. I wonder if 
Government has been successful in 
getting that person. 

The Financial Secretary: So far as 
chis matter is concerned, all I can say 
at the moment is that a 'teleg,ram was 
sent to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies, and mention was made of the 
Finance Committee's emphasis t ha't a 
first-rate man was wanted who could 
take charge of the Agriculture Depart
mimt and would be able 'to make ai:J. 
important contribution to 'the a,gricul
tural development of this country. So 
far as I know, no reply has been re
ceived, bu't I do know that every effort 
is being made to get a suitable officer. 

Mr. Jailal: Touching the matter of 
meat control, I wish to draw a'ttention 
to item 27 (e) on page 6 of the Es
tima'tes-"Controller of Livestock iand 
Meat." I am -not qui'te sure I can move 
the reduction of the figure as I would not 
be able to give my reduction figure now, 
but I do :reel that upon my recommenda-
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tion'. the quota system should be abol
ished. The amount of $54,374 is q

0

uite 
a sum of money. I should like 'to be 
told how I should proceed. 

Mr. Speaker: You will move that 
the item be reduced by a certain amount, 

· and that will be in order. 

Mr. Jailal: It is a lmost impossible 
for me to quote the amount in detail 
that I wish the item 'to be reduced by. 
If I am allowed to put it this way, "I 
beg to move tha't ,a sum of money equiv
alent to wha't it entails to run the quota 
system be abolished." 

Mr. Speaker: Tha't will be out of 
ord!!r. Are you proposing to get your 
information yourself or to ask t he 
department concerned ? 

Mr. Jailal: · I would prerer t he 
Depa1·tmen't to give it to me. 

The Financial Secretary: I think 
what the hon. Member wants to do is 
to ask for ·the dele'tion of the entire 
vote for maintaining the quota system. 
But the quo'ta system is an dmportant 
part of livestock· control, and, as I said 
in my reply ~o the debate on the bud., 
ge't this question of livestock cont rol is 
being gone into. I have said I had 
a lready met r epresentatives of the 
industry and we are looking for ·a for
mula _for not only getting rid of live
s'tock control but for putting the indus
try in a position of greater self-

.• sufficiency. Merely de-controlling live

. stock is not really enough: the in
dustry should be expanded to mee't the 
i·ecurrent shortages. If the hon. Mem
ber will be assu1red, it is a matter 
which I am going into - one of lthe 
things I have been thinking a,bout fo1• 
the past y{lar. 

Mr. Jailal: I am sorry I was not 
-~ here yes'terday, and I am happy to hear 
\ wha't the Financial Secretary has said. 
J 

I accept his assurance and .. I hope some
thing would be done sooner or later. 

Mr. Speaker: If the hon. Member, 
Mr. Carter does not desire formally to 
move his · recommendation, I · ·will put 
the question that the item ''be carried 
at 'the amended figure. 

Mr. Rahaman: No prov1s10n has 
been made for cattle on the Corentyne. 
In ye~urs gone by we have had any 
amount of cattle for expor't to Trinid!!d 
and Surinam, but today we have not 
got · enough even for the local market . 
Some help ' was expected from the 
Block III scheme on the Corentyne, but 
'the scheme has been completed and 
nothing has been heard f.rom Govern
ment. We have got the pump at Man
arabis i supplying wiate1· for tha't area 
and that area will be, ;for cattle. Some
time back the Drainage and Irr-igation 
Board wrote Government asking what 
it was going to d'o with that area -
whetheT it wilJ be used for cattle or 
not, and up 'to now nothing has been 
hea,rd. We -have got children on the 
Corentyne who have never seen a pint 
of milk, al'though milk is such an essen
t ial diet for growing children. Calcium 
is tacking ·both in mothers and in chil
dren, and that is due to the scarcity of 
milk in the ar~a. · 

'l'he Attorney-General: I t hink the 
Corentyne is one of the healthiest 
dist ricts. 

Mr. Rahaman: Hundreds of cattle 
get drowned at Plantation P ort Mour
ant in time of floods. So far as assist
ing with shelter is concerned the sugar 
estate authorities have been · very kind. 
Cons•idern:ble damage has been done to 
t he dam and the Local Authorities have 
complained bitterly because no provi
sion had been made for cattle. Pro
prietors canno't meet thei-r rates and 
summations, and it is on account of 

I 

1 
'! 
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I Mr. Rahaman] 

cl,amage to trenches. I am suggesting 
that some'thing should be done to 1·e
move ca-ttle to suitable aireas. 

Mr. Luckhoo: I am afl:aid my 
hon. kiencl will find himself in a vortex 
because some people who were cattle 
cwners have now gone in for rice 
cultivation for the simple reason that 
the latter gives quicker returns. They 
mus't decide whether they want certain 
areas for rice or cattle. Land is not 
something you· pour out of a hat and 
say, "Here is land: you can have your 
cattle". Dr. Fraser is now working on 
an experiment which may be of great 
assistanc~ to people on the Corentyne. 
He ,is endeavouring to grow grass in 
areas where "crab grass" formerly 
grew. I do not know how successful 
i't is so far. [A member: "Bizzi
Bizzi" grass ] · Yes, "bizzi-bizzi". That 
m ay be one solution if the grass ca1l 
be grown on those lands. But the real 
solut ion lies in the hands of the people 
themselves, whe'ther they wJII grow rice 
or rnise cattle. I know that for the 
past two years at Rose Hall 'there has 
been conti~uous warfare oveT land 
which the estate has given to cattle 
owners. 

Parties have come to one Jabour 
organisation with which I was con: 
n ected asking for land for the pur
poses of cattle rearung, aiid others for 
the s,ame land for rice cultivation. It 
is no't a question for Government solu
tion. I think the people should decide. 

Mr. Rahaman: To a point of cor
rection. The hon. Member, D1. Fraser 
who is ,an expert can tell you that when 
you have 'thousands of head of cattle 
you have to grow grass to feed them. 
It is imposs,i,ble to feed milch cows on 
the grass in certain areas. We need 
la nds in the savann,ahs at 'the fourth 
and fifth depths. Therr we can get 
better cattle-rearing. 

Mr. Bobb: It might be well if the 
hon. Member would revise his facts 
concerning nutrition and payment of 
taxes in the Corentyne · area. My in
formation is tha't a survey was carried 
out by Dr. Swbryan and it was found 
that both children and mothers had· a 
very high rate of calcium. So fa.r as 
road communica'tion is concerned I 
think the whole Colony is looking up 
to the Cor,entyne. 

Mr. Rahaman: On this point of 
the findings, I think is on account of 
the pure oxygen they inhale. 

Dr. Fraser: The people must 
make up thei'l· minds whether they are 
going to plan't Tice or keep cattle, for 
they oannot have both at the same time. 

Mr. Raatgever:' I would like to 
support the hon. Member Mr. Rahaman 
in his ,request for more lands for cattle 
rear,ing. I do not agree with Dr. 
Fraser that the people must decide for 
'themselves. For land provided for rice 
plan'ting, heavy rates have to be paid 
for drainage and irnigation. For in
stance on the Cor!"!ntyne drainage and 
il,rigation rates four years ago were 
$3.00 an acre. Last year they were in
creased to $4.00. This yearr they are 
$6.31. It is a fact that land is being used 
too ex'tensively for rice planting. 

I wish to sound a note of warning: 
in my opinion the pric.e of rice in the 
next few years will drop and the de
mand will be curtailed because Jamaica 
and Trinidad are trying to make them
selves self-sutfficient in tha't respect ; 
India and the N eair East are trying to 
have more rice under cultivation bY 
1957, while the children born during 
1940 'to 1946 have been accustomed to 
using other grain which the Americans 
have been pouTing into India. Although 
the population of the world is increas
ing the production of rice is increasing 
also. Land must be provided for all 
crops and for cattle-rearing. 
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ANALYST. The Financial Secretary : Spea~ 

ing about the anxieties for more land 
I for the purpose of cattle r ear ing, 

these are recognised and provision has 
been made in the Development Budget 
both in regard to the coastlands, and 
the .interior. There is also provision for 
improvement in cattle rearing in the 
Rupun,uni. It is true that returns are 
quicker in the rice industry, and I thinlc 
the question of whether to eng<!-ge in 
rice or cattle is one of economics and 
is to be decided iby 'the people t hem
selves. 

Sir Frank McDavid: I must con
fess I cannot follow the remarks of th!! 
hon. Member, Mr. Raatgever-,;ome of 
his remarks. When we are going to 
develop new areas, we must do it in an 
orderly way : in a p,recise way. We 
should not allow !the lands to be dds
tdbuted to people without setting down 
the precise me'thod,s by which they 
ought to enjoy -occupation. I enti.rely 
agree that you oannot have both-you 
·canno't have vast expansion in your rice 
industry and, at . the same time, con
tinue the cattle industry on 'the, .lines 
we are accustomed to in British Guiana 
-iii a sort of long r,ange form. We 
will have 'to adopt more modern 
methods. The land settlement which 
we will have to introduce must follow 
some definite plan. I ,am very glad to 
say !that I have rread in Mr. Brown's 
report which has not yet been la,id on 
the table, an illustration of the ty,pe 
of settlement whic,h this country must 
follow. Mr. Brown's report-I think 
Members would- be -interested to r ead 
his recommendations-deals with the 
sepa1-ation of 'the land for rice crops, 
segregation crops and so on. All of that 
must be nicely worked out. We c,annot 
go about land in the way the hon. 
Member suggests. 

Head passed at $1,020,289. 

The Financial Secretary: I move 
that this heacl be carried out at $25,673 
as recommended by the Finance Com
mittee. 

Question put, and agreed 'to. 

AUDJT DEPARTMENT 

The Financial Secretary: There is 
another Bill which must be passed in 
connection with this Department. W~ 
will therefore provide the amoun't 
in the Appropria'tion Bdll which relates 
only to this Bill. I move that the head 
be numbered. V. and ciarried out at 
$75,043 as recommended by !the Finance 
Committee. At the conclusion of the 
Appropriation Bill, I will move the 
Bill relating 'to the Audit Department. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Ramphal : I wish to move 
the reduction of. this. :head by £200-
$960. I have heard that there will be . 
a -revision of salaries at an early date, 
and it is a matter . of great regret to 
me 'that "in my position with respect to 
the Civil Service itself, I should have 
to rise and· move this reduction. I say 
it is a matter of conside,rable regret. 
I have made a pledge wi'th those par
ticularly concerned not to press this 
matter but, as a matter of principle, I 
am in du'ty bound to move this dele
tion. There are about five financial 
members who may be directly concerned 
with this question. We have al] been 
told t hat !this is 'being done in, order 
that the .relationship between the Direc. 
'tor of Audit and' the Senio,r Auditor 
should be propedy maintained, but 
there are other members of. the Civil 
Service who are equally concerned. 
They are the Commissioner of Income 
Tax and the Comptroller of Customs. I 
feel, Sir, 'that this matter of the revi
sion of the Auditor's salary-
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Sir Frank McDavid: May I rise 
to a point of enquiry? The hon. Mem
ber is moving a reduction of the head 
in order to effect some change in the 
printed Estimates, but he has not ex
plained what that change is. He is 
going to speak aibout two items which 
are governed. by law. I would just ask 
him what is the point in moving the 
reduction as he has done? 

Mr. Ramphal: I do not want to 
provide · anything of an embarrassing 
nature. It is 1because I am taking ob
jection to the items as they appear 
on page 8 of the Estimates, thalt I have 
moved its reduction by the sum of £200 
-$960. The Ordinance does not pro
•vide these sums, but I would not resent 
'this question. If the hon. Member for 
Agriculture, Mines and· Forests wants 
to strike 'the items out I would not 
disagree with him. 

Mr. Speaker: · I do not thii~k I 
quite follow the hon. Member (Mr. 
Ramphal) . On page 8 the first 'two 
items are : Director of Audit - $6,720 ;. 
and Senior Auditor-$5,280. These are 
provided by law. 

Mr. Ramphal: Not at these sums; 
a provision is going 'to be made. 

Mr. Speaker: When the Bill is 
under _consideration the hon. Member 

._ can move an a,mendment for the reduc
t.ion of these items, hut not now. 

Mr. Ramphal: Very weJI, Sir. My 
only point '"".as that the Ordinance does 
not provide these figures · which are 
recorded in the Estimates. 

Mr. Speaker: They are being car
ried out, I take it, until the Bill is 
passed. I 'think the hon. Member had 
better wait. 

Mr. Ramphal: Very well, Sir; 1 
was not going to raise it that way: l 
was going to raise 'the question of a 
reduction. 

' Items passed. 

CENTRAL HoUSfNG AND PLANNING 
AU't'HORITY 

The Financial Secretary: I move 
that this head be numbered VI. and 
carried out at $78,580 as recommended 
by 'the Finance Committee. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

CJ~NTRAL SiECRETARIAT-CHIEF 
SECRETARY'S OFFICE 

The Financial Secretary: I move 
that this head be numbered' VII. and 
carried out at $39,761 as amended. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

CENTRAL SECRETARIAT- DEPARTMENJAL 

SECRETARIES 

The Financial Secretary: I beg 
to move that this head. be ~arried out 
at $140,953 as amended. 

Question put, and aigreed to. 

CENTRAL SECRETARIAT

ESTABLISHMENT DEPARTMENT 

The Financial Secretary: I beg 
to move that this head .be numbered 
VIIB. and. carried out at $57,738. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

CENTRAL SECRETARIAT-PUBLIC 

SERVICE COMMISSION 

The Financial Secretary: I beg 
to move that this head ibe numbered 
VIIC. and carried out at $22,730, as 
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,re.commended by the Finance Com
mittee. 

Question put and agreed to. 

CENTRAL SECRETARIAT-PUBLIC IN-

FORMATION BUREAU 

The Financial .. Secretary: I brg 
to move that this' head be numbered 
VIID. and carried out at $132,889, as 
rncommended by the Finance Com
mittee. 

Question put and agreed to. 

CIVIL AVIATION 

The Financial Secretary: I beg 
to move that t his head be numbered 
VIII. and carried out a·t $84,572, as 
,recommendled by t he F.iuance Com
mittee. 

Question put and agreed to .. 

CO-OPERATIVE MOVEMENT 

The Financial Secretary: I beg. 
to move that this head be numbered 
IX. and carried out at $6V,207 as re
commended by the Finance Committee. 

Question put and agreed to. 

Mr. Speaker: Is this the title of 
the Department-Department of Co
o.perative Movement ? 

The Finan~ial Secretary: Yes, 
Sir, The Department's fu.nc'tions cover 
the entire country and that is pro
bably why the word "Movement" has 

'been used. 

The Chief Secretary: The Com-
. missionei.· is called the Commissioner 
··for Co-operative Development. 

Mr. Speaker: - I t hink we should 
. delete the word "Movement" and call it 

the "Department for Co-operative 
Development". The head can be carried 
out at the same total. 

Question put and agreed to. 

CUSTOMS AND ExCISE 

The Financial Secretary: I beg 
to move that this head be numbered 
X and carried out at $407,367 as 
recommended! by the Finance Com
mittee. I should also like to mention 
at this jun-cture that the Finance 
Committee h~d originally recommend
ed a total of $413,607 under this 
head, but since then recommendations 
have been made for the appointment 
of certain Committee's to deal wlth 
this matter and efforts are being 
madle to have these Committees ap
pointed. 

Mr. Ramphal; I did. not get the 
terms of reference of the Committee 
appointed. May I ask the Financial 
Secretary what they are ? 

The Financial Secretary: Two 
Committees have been recommended; 
one to go into the anomalies of the 
Customs tariff-s . which are in opera
tion, and the· other to go into the 
expenditure of the Department. 

Mr. Ramphal: Thank you, vel'y 
much. I had risen to move the re
duction of the vote hy $1 in o.rc:ier to 
take the oppo1tunity of saying that 
there is in this particular Department 
at the moment a great sense of frus
tration, since this Department is in
deed a closed Department. That means 
that the Officers are not transferable 
once they have gone .into it. I think 
that has been done to excess, and the 
position this year is very much worse 
than ever before. I wish to urge the 
speedy appointment of this Com
mittee. I know that it is not the in-

j 
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tention of the Committee to find places 
for more Officers; rather, there was 
an undertone during the discussion 
we hacii in Finance Committee, that 
there should be a reduction. I know 
that my friend on my left is very 
anxious that Government should save 
some money there, but I am sure that 
when it comes to actual inquiry he 
would find that the Department is 
terribly unders'taffed, particularly after 
consideration has been given to the 
figures asked for by the Financial 
Secretary. Officers of this Department 
are suffering from very much frus
tration, but I would not go into that 
no.w. I would1 only ask the Financial 
Secretary to do his best to see that 
these Committees •be appointed as 
quickly as possible. 

. Item passed. 

EDUCATION-EDUCATION DEPARTMENT 

The Financial Secretary: I · beg 
to move that this head be numbered 
XI. and carried out at $3,443,643 as 
amended by the Finance Committee. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Mr. Bobb: I should like to ask 
the Financial Secretar y one question 
with 1·egard to the item Refresher 
Course for Teachers, as shown on 
page 22. I asked the Director of 
Education whe'ther this item would be 
left and he was neutral. The opinion 
has been expressed that the item should 
be retained, but from wha't the Director 
of Education· has said there is no cer
tainty that the vote -rvould be replaced 
for 1954. 

The Financial Secretary: I under
stood the Director of Education to say 

· that there was no need for t he holding 
of 1·efresher courses this year. Such 

courses were held every year for the 
last 10 years, and he had made recom
mendation for a greater number of 
students to be sent into the Training 
Centre for short courses and he is await
ing results. If, however, the Director 
decides t hat the refresher courses. should 
be resumed and he comes back and asks 
for the vote, I shall have no hesitation 
in recommending it. · 

Mr. Ramphal: I would like to hear 
something about the teaching of Hindi. 

The Financial Secretary: T·hat 
mat'ter has been r eported on by a Com
mittee, but Government has not yet 
made a decision on it. 

Mr. Tello: I should like to make a 
recommendation as regards the teaching 
of Hindi. I am just from the Coren
tyne Coast where I spoke on no fewer 
than three sugar estates, a:nd there is 
the greatest ddsregard there for the 
ac-ademic nature of education which 
would be of more use to the people than 
Hindi. Personally, I do not know any
t hing about Hindi - except for a few 
words here -and there--but I know that 
t he Financial Secretary was asked to 
report 'the recommendations in question 
to the Finance Committee, and I was 
wondering whether he could not su-bmit 
t ha.t report to this Council and whether 
we ·could not consider changing or di
verting the vote to provide for educa
tion of a more academic nature rather 
'than for the mere teaching of liindi. 
I make this suggestion more or less in 
the interes't of the Pundits who desire 
this 'type of education but, on the other 
hand, it is not considered to be in the 
best interest of 'the community. 

The Chief Secretary: The question 
of the teaching of Hindi is a mat'ter 
of high policy which requires the great
est consideration. I do not think the 
hon. Member should expect Government 
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t0 arrive at a decision immediately, 
since t he matter is one which has to be 
very carefully considered by the Direc
tor of Education and also by the Gov
ernor in Council, before any change in 
policy can be adopted. 

Mr. Gajraj: I do agre.e with the hon. 
the Chief Secretary 'that we cannot make 
a snap decision this afternoon on this 
subject. It is a very important matter, 
and one for which the commurnity con
cerned had to make every effort to get 
the srriall amount of assis'tance it is now 
getting. I cannot support the views of 
the hon. Member, Mr. T ello, because I 
think, personally, that the Pundits do 
a lo't of this fomn of education. I feel 
also that those who made the represen
tations to Mr. Te!J.o were Pundits whose 
cases were not being considered a't the 
moment as being worthy of obtaining a 
share of the grant in question. That 
!)rings me to 'the point that the amount 
allocated by Government is very inad~-· 
quate to permit everyone to get a share 
in it. If careful consideration is given 
to the matter it would be realized t hat 
those who have 'the interest of the com
munity concerned at heart were respon
sible fo1· the vote bei,ng put on the esti
ma'tes, and that their aims are not 
being fully met. 

culum should be extended to include the 
teaching of the languages of our neigh
bouring countries. I feel that our 
people should learn to speak Dutch, 
French and Spanish, as they are not 
m1bjects of the private schools either. 

Mr. Speaker: That would be 
secondary educatiqn. 

Mr. Ramphal: I am very glad 
that you. have mentioned secondary edu
cation, Sir. It touches me very closely be
cause of mi past connection with it. I do 
not intend to move any reduction, bu't, 
with your permission, I would Jjke to 
use this opportunity 'to say ·that very 
valuable work is being done by unaided 
secondary schools, not only in George. 
town, but also ·in the country distr>ic'ts. 
Some are iarge schools while others are 
independent schools, a.nd they are tak
ing on a very heavy ,burden which would 
have fallen on 'the ·sho{1lders of Gov
ernment if these schools· .!were not in 
operation. And. yet Government has 
not done anything for 'these people. As 
a matter of fact, I understaind that an 
at'te,rnpt was going to be made to put a 
check on them., but that is with respect 
to the pas't, and, you have made a -ruling, 
Sir, to avoid any reference at all. 

Mr. Rahaman: 
Mr. Speaker: I was only referring 

I take it that the to the recent unhappy events. 
question of teaching East Indian· lan
gua.ges in school does no't mean the 
teaching of Hindi, only. I am urging 
that a.n amount be ;allocated· for the 
teaching of Urdu also. I am not ap
proaching thi~ ma'tter on the ground of 
sentiment only. 

The Attorney-General: One might 
say that consideration should be given 
'to the teaching of Chinese also. 

Mr. Gajraj ; I would hav,e. no 
objection. 

Mr. Cartgr: What I would like, to 
t,ay i§ that oul' Primacy School cm-rt, 

Mr. Ramphal: That is one of the 
unhappy events of the past. I want to 
draw to the at'tention of Government 
the labour of love which the ·Secondary 
School people are carrying out. True 

· enotigh, we -are told that we are pro. 
•viding 'too much aca.clemic ed:ucation. 
But there is no other education to pro
vide. 

We should begin to think about, 
for example, the Coren'tyne High School 
which is bein·g ;run by 'the Church 
authorities with money from the Un.itecl 
State& o:f America, dqwn o~ \ht_i Qoren• 
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tyne where there is a heavy concentra
tiorr of pop~lation. The · people built 
the school wi'th their own money, and 
they have not come to Government to 
ask for anything. They have repeated
ly -asked Government 'to make up the 
road leading from the public road to 
the school, and yet, for the past two 
years, ,it ha& no't been done. Even in 
that little way Government is not show
ing appreciation of what 'they are doing. 
I feel these people are doi.ng a good job 
and they need every kind of assistance. 

Mr. Speaker: My recollection is 
._that negotia'tions broke down . .. 

The Attorney-General: I think 
about three years ago a Bill was intro
duced in 'the Council, and on the morn
ing of the day when the second read
ing was to ,be taken :a certain number of 
headmasters of secondary schools came 
to me and asked tha't it be postponed 
because they wished to make represen
tations in regard to certain clauses in 
the Bill. This matter is not as easy as 
the last honourable speaker would have 
us believe. It is perfectly true that 
certain denomina'tions have money to 
erect schools here, as a result of their 
withdrawal from other parts of the 
world. It is no't possible for this 
Council now to go into a matter that is 
very controversial and requires a con. 
,sideraible amount of 'thought before a 
conclusion is reached. While it is 
stated that they make provision for .1 

cert~in number of children who would 
otherwise be unprovided for education-• 
ally, yet ·at the same time consideration 
has to he given to the amoun't of ser
vice many of them give, because some 
of them are not really proper schools. 

Mr. Ramphal: I think the Bill 
referred to was one providing for re
strictions and not provision for assist-

ance to t he schools at all, so it was 
necessary for them to do that. 

The Attorney-General: Well, Sir, 
this matter has been going on for some 
cons,iderable time as you yourself, Mr. 
Speaker, will recollect. 

Mr. Speaker: One form ,of assistance 
would be provision of spaces for scholar
ships. I agree with you thixt the schools 
are fulfilling a want, but if you ask the 
Education Department., 'they will tell 
you that -it is only a limited want. They 
are looked upon as cramming schoels, 
wi'th the possible idea of gaining certi~ 
ficates. 

Mr; Rahaman: I would like to sup
port Mr. Ramphal in regard to the road 

· lead1ing to the Corentyne High School. 

Mr. Ramphal: I do not know if 
the Public Works is the ··proper H·ead 
to raise the matter under. 

Item passed at $3,443,643. 

Miss Collins: I take this oppor-
tunity to ask for an increase of the 
grant to the Fredericks School of Home 
Economics. 

The Chief Secretary : Perhaps 1 
can assure the hon; Member that this 
question of increasing the grant to t his 
pardcular school is under consideration 
at the moment , The Director of Edu
cation is making enquires into the fin
ancial position of the school and the 
merits of the case, and as soon as we .. 
have received a -report the matter will 
be considered by the Governor in Coun
cil and possibly, a recommendation ;will 
be made in Fin•ance Committee. I do 
no't think at thh: particul!lir mo
ment this Council can recommehd an 
increase; but, as I said, the matter is 
being looked into. I saw _the papers 
concerning it the other day. 
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EDUCATION-THE BISHOPS' 

HIGH SCHOOL 

The Financial Secretary: I beg Lo 
move that this head be numbered XIC 
and passed at $79,211 as recommended 
by Finance Committee.. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item passed at $79,211 as recom
mended by Finance Committee. 

ESSEQUIBO BOYS'. SCHOOL 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move that this head be numbered 
Xl'I and passed, at $81,222 as recom
mended by Finance Committ ee. 

-Question put, and agreed to. 

Item passed at $81,222 as i·P.com
mended by Fin,ance Committee. 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT-'F.INANCE 

SECRETARIAT 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move that this head be numbered XIIl 
and passed at $25,837 as recommend
ed by Fin,ance ·committee. 

Question pu't, and a.greed to. 

Item passed at $25,837 as recom
mended! by Finance Committee. 

FINANCE DEPARTMENT-CURRENCY 

OFFJCE 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move that this head be numbered 
XV and passed at $15.,721 as recom
mended by Finance Committee. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

'Item pa~ ~ .1 at $15,721 as re
cQmmended by Finance Committee. 

FIRE PROTECT'ION 

Mr. Speaker: The question rait,ed 
by the ·Hon. Member about fire pro
tection for Bartica is a very difficult 
one. I do not ilrnow if you can get 
information from the Fire Brigade 
Depal"ttnent. 

·Mr. Correia: New Amsterdam is 
like Bartica. Bartica is not like other . 
villages where• there are no commercial 
centres. As a matter of fac't I consider 
Bartica a City (la'/1,ighter) on account 
of its proximity., its commercial cen
tre and government buildin·gs. 

Mr. Speaker: I consider you 
should ask Governme•nt to have a 
re-appraisement made, and the way 
to do so is way of a petition. That 
is the way to do it. 

The item was passed at $332,065 
as recommended by Finance , Com. 
mittee. 

FOREST DEPARTMENT 

Mr. Speake·ri ( addressing Mr. 
Correia) : Do you have re-affores'ta
tion going- 011 at the Penal Settle
ment? It was ·started .-some years ago. 

Mr. Correia: I think the time has 
come when the re-affores'tation pro
gramme should be extended very much 
more because trees are being felled 
by small and 1arge timber producers. 
I think the Forest Department s'taff 
should be strengthened . to do the 
work. 

The Financial Secretary: It is a 

question of salaries. The saJ.aries are 
not as attractive as· they might be. 

Sir Frank McDavid: I think it is 
a ques'tion of maintaining a staff. 
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Mr. Correia: The hon. Memher s 
are t hinking of Forest Ra•ngers. 

Sir Frank McDavid: Even the 
junior technical staff. I heard yes
terday we are .in great <langer of 
Ios i-ng some of the men we have. 

Mr. Lord: The full responsibility 
for 'the forest is going to be handed 
ove-r to the Forest Department, and 
there is very great extension of the 
department env.isaged in t he develo'P· 
ment programme if only we can get 
men at the salaries we are pre-

. pared to o1ffer. 

As the hon. t he Member for 
Agriculture hinted men in 'the lower 
grades are resigning for lack of 
satisfactory pay. The Forest Depart
m ent :is considering setting up 
a training school for t hese men as 
well .as for members of the h igher 
grade on the staff . 

Mr. Speaker : Foi:est Rangers arc 
not n ow under the jurisdiction of the 
Department of Lands and Mines are 
t hey?° 

Mr. Lord; Not now,. Sir. 

Mr. Carter: I am very sorry to 
hear this_, because I was t rying to obtain 
an increase in that departmen't. I would 
like to see this Government set up a 
'timber pool or Forest Products Depart
m e-nt, some,what similar to t he tcepart
ment of Government which receives 
ground provisions and other products 
from farmers. The 'timber men on the 
D emerara River are on the point of 
turndng to some other form of livelihood 
because they cannot get decent prices 
for 'their p roduce. There are r acketeers 
in Georgetown who, as soon as a raft 
of t imber arrives seek to sell it to the 
niillers, ~p.d this reduge[S f1,irther th~ 

amount the timber men would get. I 
would suggest that Government find a 
spo't as near -as possible to Georgetovm 
to take in the products from the forest s 
for marketing. I would like to see 
Government encouraging people to run 
timber grants and saw mills_, though it 
would be a difficult proposition. 

The Financial Se'cretary: So far as 
I know such a scheme is visualised in 
the development progmmme. When I 
held the po1;tfolio of Agricultui-e the 
matter was mentione<l 

Item passed. at $189,511. 

LAW OFFICERS. 

The Financial Secretary: This is 
one of the heads I would ask to be re
committed to insert a n ew item, "As
sistant to the Attorney-Gener.al", and 
that the amoun't be carried at $5,280 on 
the fixed est.ablishment and provision 
of $240.00- made under· cost of living 
allowance. If t his is included in the 
Appropria'tions Bill, the total of the 
head will be increased t o $43,523. The 
item wa.s discussed in Fil}ance Commi_t
'tee and it was decided to await the qe
cision of the A'ttorney-General as to 
whether he wanted a. Crown Counsel for 
the post or not. I beg to move that the 
head be recommitted and passed as 
recommended. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item passed at $43,523 as recom
mended in the Financial Secretary's 
motion. 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT 

Mr. Farnum' : I wonder if thP. 
Financial Secretary could see the way 
to advance money to villages pending 
collection of rates. Estimates of the vil
la~el'i are h~rdly eve1· passe,d befor~ th~ 
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third or fourth month of the year and 
it is to their advantage to carry out 
certain work in the early part .of the 
year. If they have- not got the money 
th~ Board on the other hand had not 
got a vote by which they can advance 
such sums of money. It was done in the 
olden days and I do no't know why the 
vote was taken away. 

The Financial Secretary: It would 
be necessary for me to put it in the 
Estima'tes. 

Mr. Speaker: It will have to come 
from the Local Government Board. 

The Financial Secretary : The 
Commissioner of Local Government can 
see me and the matter will be con
sidered. It would not be necessary to 
do so in order to h ave the i'tem on the 
Estimates. 

Mr. Speaker: Tt would be only a 
short-term loan. 

Mr. Farnum: T·hat is if these Com
mittees have been told. on their own 
alloca'tions, to advance them any money. 

Mr. Jailal: Under this head I wish 
to recommend that the Vergenoegen mill 
s-hould provide housing- accommodation 
for the mill manager. Very difficult cir
cumstances are existing in this respect, 
and the mill manager has been forced 
for some time now 'to take whatever 
housing accommodation he can ~et. Cer
tain representations were made last year, 
I believe, and the manager was told 
that he could get i-i sum of money to 
borrow in order to build a h01.ise, but 
I am submitting that he might soon 
be removed from one mill to another, 
if GovernmenL's polic~· holds good to 
move these officers from one place to 
another. I think it would1 be ver_v un
s:il.isfar.tory if this officei- has to 
build hims·elf a house for about 
.$5,000 and then find himself be, 

ing removed from the place short
ly afterwards. I suggest, there
fore, that Government should see 'that 
t-he key personnel in such a scheme, 
such as the factory managers, be pro
vid'ed with housing. There is no. available 
house for the manager at Vergenoegen 
and I, personally, know that he is be. 
ing threatened at the moment with 
being thrown out of his home. This 
would be all thie more undesirable, 
when the reaping season is on and the 
mill is in operation. I unders'tand that 
sometimes the mill operates until far . 
into the evening. r· am, therefore, re
commending very strongly that hous
ing be provided for this officer. 

The Chief Secretary: I know abont 
this particular · case-housing for the 
manager of the mill at Vergeno.egen. 
'rhe position is that funds are being 
provided for the development pro
jects antl1 there -is an item for provid
ing housing for Go.vernment officers 
throughout the country. I have sug
gested to the Commissioner of Local 
Government who has written to me on 
the subject, that he should make a 
special plea for priorit~• so Lhat funds 
could be made avn ilable for the pur
pose. 

l\lr. Carter: Under "Other Charge::;'' 
on page 48, I notice that item 2 .pro
vides for (a) Travelling Allowances 
($29,550) ; (b) Subsistence Allow- · 

ances ($3,650); and (c) Transport of 
Goods ($1,200). I think this is due 
to the Ministerial system, and I woulci! 
like to ask, now that the Ministry 
of Local Government is being held 
by the Chief Secretary, whether the 
same amount of travelling is neces
sary as when 'the Ministry was being 
held by an Elected Member. 

The Financial Secretary: I can 
answer that. Of course, the Estimates 
wei·e really prepar~q when t h~ Mini&, 
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ters were in office, As regards the 
additional provision refened to, I did 
not redluoe it because District Com
missioners might have to do a consic!·
erable amount of travelling in connec
tion , with the Development Programme. 
If th e hon. Member accepts my ex
planation the item will be left as it 
is. I will, however, delete the words 
"under the Ministerial system" from 
the . explanation. 

Mr. Jailal: I wish to draw th e 
Council's attention to my representa
tions in Finance Committee· with res
pect to the rents which tenants a~·e 
charged under the Cane Grove and La 
Bonne Mere land settlement. Gm,ern
ment has followed the policy laid down, 
b ut I have a·sfoed the Commissioner of 
Local Govemment to. stay his hands 
a.nd not to increa~e the rents as early 
as was planned because, at the moment, 
the majority of the farmers have not 
yet got 'their full allocation of · land 
and their econom? is not what it 
should be. I feel that the collection 
of these land rents should be held 
up until such time as each tenant 
ire-ts ·his full holding. Further, the 
Commissioner of Local Government 
has pointed out. that the yields from 
Cane Grove are among the poorest in 
the Colon~'- In s·ome cases the farmer 
gets only 15 bags of padi per 
acre, and in other cases the yield 
is even less. I have been con
nected with rice for a long time. 
a'nd I know that that information 
is corr,ect. 

I feel that these people should 
not be ~ I would not use the 
word "penalized" I want to use . the 
word "forced!"- to pay increased 
rents, as agreed u•pon in the terms 
of t h e land settlement scheme. Apart 
from the fact that each settler has 
not yet got his full allotment of 
Jand1 provisiol). is to be ma ci' e 

for the rearing of cat t I e, and 
other things also have to be done 
in order to make the tenants more or 
less self-sufficient. I think t he · ]and 
rents should be allowed to remain · as 
the)· were in the previous year,. and 
that when t he full scheme is in opera-. 
tion Government could follow the policy 
decided on originally. 

Mr. Speal{et': Are those the only 
observations MembeTS· would like to 
make? 

Mr. Tello: I do not know if it 
would serve anv useful purpose if 
I associate myse.Jf with the remarks 
of those Members who have spoken 
on this question of increased rents at 
the Cane Grove land settlement. I 
visited1 the place quite recently and the 
Land Officer there admitted · to me 
that there were yields as low· as 
one brig of padi per acre. There were 
:i lso complaints by settlers about 
hardships entailed through an increase 
of agistment f.ees, following the in
t roduction of an improved fodder 
scheme for the animals- I know that 
much of what the last speaker has said 
is true. 

I had a discussion with the Com
missioner of Local Government re
cently, and he assured me that the in
creased re·nts now being charged were 
for the economic benefit of the scheme 
as a whole. It is a normal experience in 
lane~ settlement schemes the world 
over, that the energetic settler makes 
a better success than the others. 
In spite of that, I want to. think that 
there is a little undue haste in this 
mat'ter of increased rents, especially 
when t he authorities cannot defend 
themselves as regards the full alloca
tion of land to the settlers. If it is 
tl'ue that the allocations are not com
plete, then it would be somewhat un
fair to make the s:ettlers pay incre~_sed 
rents calculated on the eGQnomi- Qf . 
their entire holdings. 
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··The Attorney-General: If it fa 
true that there are yield:s as low as 
one bag of padi per acre at Cane 
Grove, then ,it ·would be better to give 
over the area in question for conver
sion as a cattle area. The hon. Mem
ber, Mr. · Carter, has pointed out that 
the production of bauxite has reached 
saturation point and, therefore,-

·Mr. Speaker: He said that there 
was peak production. 

The Attorney-General: There is 
peak production in bauxite, peak pro
duction in sugar andi peak production 
in rice. It seems to me that the only 
thing which is really increasing is 
the . po.pulation of the colony. I think 
that when we put these facts together, 
we will rea)is-e that avenues must be 
found for the increasing population. 
I am somewhat fortified in that view 
as· -a result of the comments made. 

Mr. Raatgever ;. But what of 
expansion here? I have never said that 
we have reached the peak in rice 
production. I said that we should re
duce our cost of production, and that I 
will support any effort that we make for 
the improvement of' the industry. 

Mr. · Speaker: I wish the hen. 
member, Mr. Tello, would tell us what 
is the reason for this low yield of one 
bag per acre. 

Mr. Tello: I did not say that is a 
general rule. I was given the assur
ance at a meeting I attended, t hat there 
are yields as low ·as one bag per acre. 

Mr .. Jailal: What Mr. Tello h ns 
said is quite true, but such a low yield 
is· very unusual. The condi'tions at 
Cane Grove, however, are likely to pro

two estates h1id been devoted to the 
production of cat'tle instead of rice. 

Mr. Speaker: I think someone 
who lived there suggested that · if tile 
estates were bought by Government 
they should be used for the. 11earing of 
cattle a lone. I think he is still there. 

Item passed as prin'ted . 

LOCAL GOVERNMENT-SOCIAL 

. WELFARE ORGANISATION 

The Financial Secretary : I beg to 
move that this head be numbered 
XXIII A and carried out n,t $108;768 
as amended. 

Question pu't and agreed to. 

Mr. Rahaman: I am not satis-
fied with the work of t his Depart
ment, particularly in the Corentyne 
district. In Finance Committee I asked 
whether there were any Officers of the 
Depa1'tment on the Coren,tyne Coast and 
I was told "no." I can only wonder 
why that is so when there is such a 
large vote under this head and there 
are not enough rice lands for the people 
of the Corentyne. These Officers 
should go out -and meet the people, 
and not only visit schools and places 
like that. We want them to go 
to the people -and' show them how to 
raise their s'tandard of living, and so 
on. They should get in touch with 
pa.rents particularly, since much useful 
work could be done tha't way. I am 
asking tha't attention ibe given to the 
question of providing an Officer for the 
Corentyne district. 

duce such yields from t ime to time. nation? 
My personal opinion is t hat the people 
at · Cane Grove and La Bonne Mere The l<'inancial Secretary : I think 
would have done much bet'ter if those Mr. Bayley explained that the Social 

Mr. Speaker : What has Mr. Bay
ley (Social Welfare Officer) mid 
about the ma'tter; what was his expla-
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j Weua-i·e work had not ye't been exte11ded 

f
,r a,g. far as · the Corentyne district. It 

has gone as far as New Amsterdam. 

Mr. Gajraj : I think the view was 
expressed in Finance Committee that 
the work should be extended as much 
as posflible. 

. The Chief Secretary : I under
stand that the Social Welfare Officer 
is working ot1t proposals for extending 
'the work of t he Department. As soon 
as these proposals have been worked 
out they would come before Govern
ment, and if they are adopted, we would 
have to go to the Finance' Committee 
for funds for the purpose. 

Item paissed as amended. 

MAGESTRATES 

The Financial Secretary : I beg to 
move that this i'tem be carried out at 
$258,400 as recommended by the 
Finance Committee. 

Mr. Speaker: I am glad that this 
head has been mentioned, because as 
there is no member of the legal profes
sion present to do so, I would like to 
say something, Mr. A'ttorney - General, 
as regards the position of some Magis
trates in relation to licensing matters. 
I think it must be within your kno,,·l•• 
edge that whenever there is a licensing 
meeting it requires the attendance of 
'three Magistrates, even in Georgetown, 
to deal with and give effect to applica
tions for grants of retail liquor licences, 
-renewals, transfers and so on. Very 
often the Magistrate on the East Coast, 
the Magistrate on the West Coast and 
a Georgetown M'agistra'te are sum
moned to attend sueh meetings and can 
only do so with some difficulty 
in t he discharge of his duties in his own 
district. · In order to attend sit-

tings in Georgetown, for example, he has 
'to postpone the hearing of cases at or 
before mid-day. When the system 'was 
i n i t ,i a t e d some years ago, only 
one Mag,istra'te was in attend
dance at these meetings and he 
dealt with al! applications, some
times with the aid of some Jus'tice of 
the Peace in the area. Now, the orig
inal procedure has been abolished and 
superseded by the presen1t one. This is 
causing a lot of inconvenience to the 
public in at least two of 'the districts, 
and I should like to know what can be 
done to improve the si'tuation. 

The Attorney-General: I think 
that should be deal't with by way of 
legislation, Mr. Speaker. It comes 
within the Ordinance dealing with 
liquor licences, 'the terms of which are 
somewhat specific. I believe the mat
ter was listed for consideration by a 
Commit'tee which was to be appointed. 
So far as the work of the Magistrates 
is concerned, that ques'tion comes prop
erly within the purview of the Chief 
Justice. 

Mr. Speaker: We all know that 
the _Magistrates lose about two hours 
work in order to at'tend one of these 
meetings. It is not a difficult mat'ter 
to solve. 

The Financial Secretary: I think 1 
know something about this ma'tter, since 
I have spent nights and nights reading 
thetie reports. We have asked that a 
Committee be appointed to go into the 
matter and I know that something is 
being ct'one 1rbout it. If anything .emerges 
from the Committee's report, Sir, I 
will come and! discuss the matter with 
you. 

:Mr. Speaker: It only requires 
about 10 minutes consideration to ad
Just the matter, and if I were given 
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full authority I think I should be able 
t o arrive at a sat isfactor y solution. 

Mr. Rahaman: I asked in Finance 
Committee for an additional Magis
trate for the Corentyne district and 
I hope the request will be• granted. 
There is a great increase in both civil 
and criminal ,,,ork in that district, with 
the result that one Magistrate cannot 
deal with it. I know of cases pending 
for as long as s·ix months there, and 
that state of affairs is still existin~;. 

The Financial Secretary: 'l'h e 
1·equest for an additional Magistrnte 
for the Corentyne district was passed 
on to the appropriate Department, 
but it takes some time to deal with 
these matters. 

Mr. C~rreia: I am suppor ting the 
remarks made by my hon. Friend!, Mr. 
Rahaman, about the work of the 
Magis,trates. There is an increase in 
Magisterial wo.rk not only in the 
Corentyne district, but also in George
town, on the Essequibo Coast and 
in other - places. -It ,is a Colony-wide 
situation, and it is holding up litigation 
for many months in some cases. I think 
the time has come when there should be 
an increase in the number of Magis
trates. 

Mr. Speaker: The law wants 
changing, a'Ild I can tell you .in one 
respect what should be done. Under the 
present law the Criminal Assizes are 
heku at certain fixed periods under the 
Supreme Court of Judicafore Ordi
nance and it is incumbent on a 
Magistrate who conducts an indictable 
enquiry before him to refer the ac
cused to the next ensuing session. He 
cannot refer the accused for trial at 
any other session, and the result is an 
accumulatfon of cases at the same 
session. The Magistrate has not got 
the power to adjud.icate in the cases 

to which I am referring and has 
to refer those persons _charged with 
such offences to the Supreme Cr.imin•al 
Cou1't. These Courts have now been 
sitting for the last three years almost 
without interruption, continuously, and 
something has got to. be done in order 
to avoid accumulation and delay in 
other matters, i.e. civil matters that 
must also be, tried in the Supreme 
Com-t sitting in its civil jurisdiction. 
rou have either got to extend the 
.iurisdiction of the Magistrates as 
regards criminal cases, or d10 some
thing else to get over the difficulty. 
We have all spoken about it and I do 
not know what is holding the· matter 
up. Criminal courts are being held 
almost every day, and we should not have 
civil cases held up by reason of the 
glut in Criminal matte-rs. The At
torney-General will tell you that the 
question of jud'icial appointme-nts 
might appear, ex face, to be a simple 
matte-r, but it is most difficult. A pro
fessional lawyer appointed to a Magis
tracy should be entrusted with the 
power to adjudicate in a greate•r num
b.er of offences than is at the moment 
possible. 

MEDICAI.I 

Mr. Correia: I would like to 
recommend and am asking the support 
of this Council for an additional dis
penser in the mining area of the 
Mazaruni Dist rict. A dispenser has to 
travel around for 200 miles in that 
area and therefore, has no time to 
look after all of the miners. The 
medical statimi. is now at Kamakusa. 
A more central spot is Enachu and I 
would like to see the station transferred 
to Enachu. Even the police station at 
Kamakusa has been removed. 

The Financial Secretary: I believe 
there is a recommendation to remove 
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the medical ,headquarters to Enachu. 
I think I saw something about it in 
"D.P.W." Extraordinary. Perhaps when 
I come 'to that-

Mr. Cummings: I have seen some 
correspondence on the subject, and I 
think the hon. Member's recommenda
tion is already receiving consideration, 
but I could look into it and let him know 
what is happening. 

Mr. Ramphal : I think if the hon. 
the Member for Health and Housing 
should ask for an a'dditional dispenser, 
this Council would be only too willing to 
suppor't it. When a dispenser has to 
travel 211 miles it is absolutely impos
sible for him to pay much attention to 
patients. 

The Financial Secretary: I hope this 
v,;m not be like other matters where at
tention is given and the next year the 
same difficulties are complained of. The 
hon. Member did not raise the question 
in Finance Committee. If that had been 
done, I would have looked into it. 

Mr. Farnum: I think there is some 
dissatisfaction with the Board of Exam
iners of Chemists and Druggists in that 
there are four members of the Board and 
two of them are officers of a certain 
firm. The .public is very critical about 
it. They feel 'that the Government 
P.harmacist should be on that Board 
too. 

Sir Frank McDavid : The most ex
peditious ·way to get action in these 
matters is to approach the proper de
partment, and in these days, the Min
ister or Member concerned to press the 
case. Sometimes a suggestion is thrown 
out when vve are going through the large 
volume of estimates. Take for example 
the suggestion of moving the medical 
station from Kamakusa to Enachu: 
however desirable it may be, referring 
to it here is not the quickest way to get 

· action. One should ' use the opportunity 
of speaking to" the · department or Mem
ber. I do not think we should be pro
ceeding as fast as we' ·may if·we pursue 
minor suggestions in· this-way. 

Mr.· Raatgever: I ·do ·not •agree-that 
this is a minor matter. It may ·be' for 
the people of G·eorgetown, but ·certa-in:ly 
not for those fo• the interior where you 
have no doctor or · medical man · for 
hundreds of miles. · I ·do not like state
ments of that kind. Everything is aimed 
at the improvement of this Colony. 

Sir Frank McDavid: I" must·'inter
rupt . . I do not think ·any 'item is not 
suifficiently important, · but ·•we are 
wasting t ime in · Council by · throwing 
out suggestions which require action. 
They require action, not publicity, a:nd 
I do not think we are oht for p·ublicity 
in matters •of,this•• sort. 

-Mr. Speaker: The · hon. -Member, 
Mr. Correia did emphasise the· necessity 
of it. 

Item prrssed at -$860,0918 as recom
mended by Finance Committee. 

MEDICAL-BOSPITALS AND DISPENSA'.RIES 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move that this head be numbered 
XXVIII and passed at $2;905,256 as 
recommended by Finance Committee. 

Question put, -arid agreed·· to. 

Item passed at $2;905-,256 as: recom
mended by Finance Committee. 

:M:ISCELLA:NEOUS 

The Financial Secretary: I ask the 
indulgence of the committee to · allow 
me to increase the · provision, item · 26, 
"Leave Passages, ·Public ' Officers-.,· 
under the head ''Misce1laneoi.1s'', on 
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page 61 ,of, the Estimates. Prov.is.ion is 
made .for $85,000 .and I -am asking the . 
committee to increase. the - item by 
$4010,00 thus. amending it to $125,000. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item passed at $1,053,620 as recom 
mended by Finance Committee. · 

Question .put, and-agreed to. 

Item --amended, to $125,000. 

The .Financial. Seuetary: I beg to . 
move . that. the head be numbered XXXJ 
and. passed . at $1,031,548 instead of 
$991,548. 

. Question• put; and agreed to. 

Item ·passed as amended. 

MIS(,'El,LANEOUS (b) SUBVENTIONS ETC. 

OTHER THAN MUNICIPAL 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move that, this he.ad be numbered XXXT . 
and _passed at $730,,8!H as recommended 
by Finance- Committee. • 

Question put, and ·agreed to. 

Head, passed •at, $730,894 ·as recom
mended by Finance .,Committee. 

POLICE 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move that this head be numoered 
XXXIV and passed at $2,546,303 as 
recommended by Finance Committee. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item passed at $2,546,303 as recom-
mended by Finance Committee. 

POST O'FFICE - TELECOMMUNICATIONS 
AND ELECTRICAL INSPECTORS' BRANCH 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move that this head be · numbered 
XXXVI and passed at $563,785 as 
recommended .by Finance Committee. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item passed at $563,785 as recom
mended by Finance Commit tee. ~ 

PRISONS 

The Financial Secretary: I beg t o 
move that this head be n umbered 
XXXVIIiI and passed at $278,442 as re
commended by Finll'.nce Committee. 

Question put, and -agreed to, 

Item passed at $278,442 as recom
mended by Finance Committee. 

PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT · 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move that this head be numbered XL and 
pas8ed at $609,582. 

Mr.Rahaman: I wish to raise the 
question of an additional Police Station 
for Port Moura'nt and No. 63 Village on 
the Corentyne. I was told to discuss the 
matter with the Director of Public 
Works. 

POST O'FFICE Mr. Speaker: No. 63 is so ne.ar to 
Springlancls where there is such a 

The ·Financial Secretary: I beg to stat ion. 
move that this head be numbered XXXV • 
and passed at $1,053,620 as recommended - Mr.. Rahaman: People .compla in that 
J;Jy finance Committee. they have . seen .. their cattle over a..t 
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Nickerie. At the low tide a boat can go 
to \ he beach and cattle can be raided. I 
think with the growing population 
it is necessary to have a police station 
there. There is a big gap between 
Springlands and No. 61. 

I want to refer also to the road 
running from the Corentyne public roarl 
to the Corentyne High School. That road 
is in such a state that children going 
to school have to take off their 
shoes and socks on account of the fact 
t hat ·it is on the watersh:Ie and they haw, 
to protect themselves. This road should 
be m~.intained by the Public Works De
partment. The secon<larv school which 
I have referred to is the only one there. 

The Chief Secretary: Pe,rhaps if t he 
hon. Member puts his request in 
writing-

Mr Speaker: Yes, and they will see 
what can be done. You can "write to the 
Chief Secretary's department, or you had 
better get the ·people in charge of the 
school to do it. 

Mr. Rahaman: Very well, Sir. 

Question put, and agreed to 

Item passed at $.609,582. 

PUBLIC WO'RKS- DRAINAGE, IRRIGATION 

AND SEA DEFENCES ANNUALLY 
RECURRENT 

The Financial Secretary I beg 
to move that this head be numbered 
XLIA and passed at $413,330. 

Mr . .Tailal : I have made· recom
mendations that certain public works 
should be .given out to contractors, and 
my reason for doing so is because I be
Ji~v~ thitt- we wPulp iet 'the w1n'k done 

much more economically, especially with 
respect to transporting materials. I 
have travelled regularly for the past 59 
weeks h1 the East Demerara area, and I 
have noticed t hat on Sundays Public 
Works lorries were fetching timber and 
lumber around. The lorries are not 
supposed to work overtime, but the 
men work overtime and I sugge::;t that 
this is one case where money is being 
wrongly ::;pent. If the job is given to 
priv::tte contractor::; · there would be no 
anestion of over time whether the iob is 
done on Sunda:vs, Mondays or Wednes
days. More t han that. the · Public 
Works Department would not have to 
he renairing- tr11cks. It was suggested 
that there should be two stat ions for 
trucks-one at Triumph and one at 
Hopetown. 

In former days, when I was a 
youth, I remember roads were built by 
private contract at Wakenaam. I want 
to know whether the same conditions do 
not exist. for bringing in nrivate 
contractors. anr1 if anyone tel'ls me 
there is gra.ft in this tyne of work, 
I ,vould tell him that the Govern
ment has nothing- t o lose in casP. 
the work is .ffiven ont nn ,.nntract. 
If comnetitor8 camr. into the field and 
thf' P.W.D. estimates to builrl a brid1:rn 
for $1.000, :-i <'ontractor would b11il<l it 
fo,· $900. 1111rl wr. would get a better 
br i<lg-e in quirker time. 

The 1,ame thinq is trne of a number 
of other thing-s, and I want to · recom
mend stroni:rlv that wherever it i,; 
possible for iobs to he don e bv orivatP. 
contractors that should be done. I think 
that would ease the burden on the 
Department head concerned and would 
also give us an amole opportunity to 
supervi1,e wo.-k done 11110.er these orivate 
contractors. I would like to mention 
&lso the position of the people with 
respect to drainage and irriirntion on 
the Essequibo Coast. I have been t old 
that there are several private estates 
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today that are in dire ha'l'dship because 
they have to pay drainage rates for 
lands which are not under cultivat ion. 
I think there is a reasonable amon nt of 
argument agninst the paying of the 
rates in those circumstances. The first 
depth of t hese estates is the bona 
fide property of the owners, and in 
order to get water from the Drainage 
Board they tt,·ke in the second depth 
which is not planted at all, but they 
have to do so in order to use the Canals 
which bring in the water. 

In many casec: the proprietors 
cannot even pfo.nt the first depth. bnt 
they a re forced to pay drainage rates 
for the second depth which is not pro
duc'tive at. a11 . I do not think that is 
fair. It would h ave been fai r if Gov
ernment assisted the pr opr ietors to 
bring the second depth into cultintion, 
thus enabling them to earn the rlrain
age rates. Only recently one r elld in 
'the newspapers of several of these 
estates being 11p for sale because 
of failnre to ray tlwse drainage rates. 
I think there should be a review of this 
whole matter so th;,t th~se prop rietors 
wonld not be harassed and compelled to 
~ell their estates. If they get more 
revenue from the land they should be 

eompelled to pay the drainage rates, but 
they should not be compelled to do sr:, 
mereh· because their names h ave been 
recorded as owners of the second depth. 
In other words, they should not be mad& 
to pay for lands which t hey are not 
cccupying at all. 

l\1r. Rahaman Before. this item 
is passecl, I would like to point out the 
t he F inance Committee agreed to go 
into the question of the sea wall between 
Springlands and No. 79 on the Coren
t yne Coast. I want it t o be quite clear 
th::it ~omet hing should be voted in the 
estimates for t his wall, because a good 
deal of erosion is taking pl::ice in the 
area ancl. ~ooner or later there would 
be no 1n1blic ro11 cl at all there. 

Item passer! as printed. 

l\'Ir. Ra::itgever: As we are going 
to w eet on Monday next, T suggest that 
we adjourn now. We would not be able 
to conclude this afternoon. 

Council r esumed. 

Mr. Speaker: T declare the Coun
cil t o be adjourned until 2 p.m. on 
Monday next, Februar)· 22. 
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