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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
(Constituted under the British Guiana, 
(Constitution) (Temporary Provisions). 

Orde1· in Council, 1953 

TuESDAY, 22ND FEBRUARY, 1955 

The Council met at 2 p.m., 

PRESENT : 

His Honour the Speaker, Sir 
Eustace Gordon Woolford, O.B.E., Q.C. 

Ex-Officio Members : 
The Hon. the Chief Secretary, 

Mr. F. D. JakewaY, O.B.E. 

The Hon. the Attorney General 
Mr. F. W. Holder, C.M.G., Q.C. 

The Hon. the F inancial Secretary, 
Mr. W. O. Fr:aser, O.B.E. 

Nominated Mimbers of Executive 
Council : 
The Hon. Sir Frank McDavid, 

C.M.G., C.B.E. (Member for Agricul
c;tlre, F orests, Lands and Mines). 

The Hon. P. A. Cummings (Mem
ber for Labour, Health and Housing). 

The Hon. W. 0. R. Kendall (Mem• 
ber for Communicat ions and Works) . 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farhum, 0.B.E. 
(Member for Local Government, Social 
Welfare and Co-operative Develop. 
me-nt) •. 

The Hon. G. H. Smellie. 

The Bon. R. B. Gajraj 

ThE> Hon. R. C. Tello. 

Deputy Speaker : 
Mr. W. J. Raatgever, C.B.E. 

Nominated Officio/s: 
Mr. J. I. Ramphal. 

Nominated Unoffi-~ials : 
Mr. W. A. Phang. 

Mr. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C. 

1768 

Mr. W. A. Macnie, C.M.G., O.B.E, 

\..__, Mr. C. A. Carter. 

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb. 

Mr. H. Rahaman. 

Miss Gertie H. Collins. 

Mrs. Esther E. Dey. 

Dr. H. A. Fraser. 

Lt. Col. E. J. Haywood, M.B.E., T.D. 

Mr. Sugrim Singh. 

Clerk of the Legislature
Mr. I. Crum Ewing, 

Assistant Clerk of the Legislature-
Mr. E. V. Viapree (acting), 

Absent: 
Mr. W. T. Lord, I.S.O. 

Mr. T. Lee. 

Mr. E. F. Correia-on leave. 

Mr. R. B. J ailal. 

The Speaker read prayers. 
·' 
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M INUTIW CORRECTED 

Mr. Speaker: The next item is the 
confirmation of the minutes of the last 
meeting of the Council, held on 
Thursday, February 17. 

Mr. Smellie : There is a small 
clerical error on page 4-at the bottom 
-where there are the words "on a 
motion by the Financial Secretary sec
ondecl by Gajraj ''. 

Mr. Speaker: What is the hon. 
Member's suggestion? Shall we say " the 
hon. Mr. Gajraj"? 

Mr. Smellie: The point is that 
there is no prefix to the name "Gajraj", 
nncl I think '· Mr.'' is quite good enough 
in this case. 

Mr. Speaker: Very well ; with that 
amendment the minutes will be con
:fi I med. 

The minutes, as amended, were 
then ronfirmecl. 

lNTROOUC'l'ION OF BILLS 

The Attorney General: I beg to 
give notice of th~ introduction and first 
reading- of n Bill intituled: 

"An Ordinance further to amend th1o 
Summary J urisdtction (Appeals) Ordin
ance.'' 

Str Frank l\'IcDavid: I beg to give 
notice of the introduction and first 
reading of a Bill lntituled: 

"An Ordinanc~ further to amend t'nc 
Mining (Consolidation) Ordinance with 
respect to the payment of royalty on 
t imber cut on concessions and leases 
granted under th,it O1,climmce." 

THE LATE SIR ALFRED CRANE 

Sir Frank McDavid (Member for 
Agriculture, Forests, Lands and Mines) : 
P.ir, before we proc-eed with the Order 
of the Day, I would ask your permission 
to move the suspension of our Standing 
J:ules to permit me to introduce ant! 
move a motion h:wing reference to th;; 
d-eath of Sir Alfred Crane, 

L . ~·--·• 

The AUorney GcneraJ: I IJeg to 
second t he rnolion. 

Motion put, and agreed to. 

Stand ing Rules suspemlcd. 

Sir Frank McDavi<l: Mr. Speaker, I 
ask leave to refer to the death of Sir 
Alfred Crnne, !Hte Chief Justice of 
British Honduras, nnd to introduce a 
n;.ot ion which I sh:111 read later, record
ing the deep regret of this Council to
gether with an eXJ)ression of condolence 
to his relatives. Mr. Speaker, befo1,e en
tering the Public Service Sir Alfred 
was; for :1 bout seven years, a Member 
of this Legislature. His distingu ished 
record as a legislator, quite apart from 
his subsequent pre-eminence in public 
service-on the Magisterial bench, in the 
Legal Depn rtment rind, ultimately, in 
the office of Judge and Chief Justice
entitles him to a high place in the hi3-
tory of our times. 

I remember Sir Alfred best in his 
capacity as a legislator. I had t he pri
vilege of being :t ;\!ember of the Legis
lative Council during the last period of 
his occupancy of a seat around thi':I 
table. I recall the capacity which he dis
played as a skilful, resourceful and 
lcgical debater. H,~ brought to bear on 
all the subjects on which he spoke the 
resources of a brilliant intellect, a pro
found thinker, and an eamest and en
lightened studenr of JJUblic affairs. As J 
look back over the years, I feel that it 
was perhaps a tragedy for Br itish Gui
ana that Alfred Crane had to drop out 
of the political life of th is country. We 
had in him the makings of a great 
political leade1·. Even in those middle 
years of his life he displayed all the 
characteristics of a great statesman. 

There comes to my mind now the 
last days during which Sir Alfred took 
part in a legislative occasion. It wa::; 
t he ceremonial opening by Sir Edward 
Denham of the suspension bridge across 
the Potaro r iver and nn med after him
the Denham Brid~e. On that occasion, 
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the Governor, Sir Edward Denham, 
accompanied by the whole Cound!, 
jcurneyed down the Bai-Lic.:a-Putaro 1·m1J 
ior this eeremony. It was on the retm-,1 
jc,urney, while on the steamer, that 
Crane and I talked of the future. Eager 
as he w:is then to pursue a legal career 
to the highest pinnae.le, I well recall 
how deep was his regret at the necessity 
which compelhid him to deprive himse}f 
of service to his country and to his 
people in the political field. Well, he 
made his choice, and that choice, as w~ 
all confidently predicted at the time, 
J.ed him to the highest honours to which 
n lawyer can attain. "' 

Sir Alfred Cra11e has left his mark 
on the period in which he lived. H,e has 
sE>rved his ge11eration w,ell. He has be
c;ueathed to the legal profession 
permane11t records of legal -erudition in 
the form of some valuable works of 
reference, and ht, 11ame will ·endure in 
the codified editions of the laws of St. 
I,ueia and British Honduras. But, for 
UR Guianese, he has done much m01'6. 
As a son of Guiana, his life and work 
raused Guiana anc'I. Guianese to he 
respected ai1d honoured in the territori<.!s 
of the British West Indi-es. He was one 
of our ambassadors abroad, and at his 
death he may well claim honoured 
citizenship of the whol,e of the British 
Caribbean. 

When Sir Alfred returned to British 
Guiana on his retirement I visited him 
at his home, and he did me the honour 
of returning the visit to my home, ac
companied by his d·evoted friend nnd 
medical adviser, Dr. F'itz James. .I had 
hoped that Sir Alfred would live to 
1·ecapture his position among us as an 
elder sbtesman and, at least behind the 
scenes, to become a leader of the leaders. 
But it was not to be. Death has claimed 
him at a t ime when we in British Guiana 
could least afford to los-e him. 

Personally I have lost in Sir Alfred 
C'rane a former colleague whom I deeply 
respected :me] admired, as well as ::i 

friend. May he rest in p-eace. I now beg 
to move: 

"That this Council records iLs profound 
regret on the death of Sir Alfred Victor 
Crane, late Chief Justice of British Hon
duras and a former member of the Legis
lature and Public Servant of this Colony. 

''T'nis Council further desires to express 
its deep syffiiPat'h.y with his relatives and 
direct,s ifu.at a ~opy of this Resolution be 
conveyed to them." 

Mr. Maicnie: Your Honour, I beg 
to second the motion. It was my 
privileg-e and honour, Sir, to be associ
ated with the late Sir Alfred Crane in 
his public service in this Colony and in 
on,e of the other Colonies in which he 
served. I can add no more to what has 
been already said. 

Mr. Speaker : I oughc to have 
anticipated that this motion would have 
been moved this afternoon but I am 
afraid I did not do so, because I had 
hoped that on ,l not too distant future 
occasion I should have been allowed the 
privilege to state in public what I knew 
and felt about Sir Alfr,ed Crane. I 
doubt very much whether there is any 
member of this community who enjoyed 
his confidence more than I did, or who 
knew more of his -early troubles. At a 
time when he was quite young he was 
a clerk with the late Mr. J. S. McArthur 
::ind I often Raw him acrompanying Mr. 
McArthur whenever he had an3 matter 
in the Magistrate's Court or tbc 
Supreme Court. He had an insa.tible 
appetite for work and an ambition to 
succeed in life. He was the son of 
a ver y humble and 1·espected citizen who 
was once an employee at the Demeran, 
Foundry, but, like most Barbadians, hE> 
shared his son's ambition to improve 
his status in life although he had ven· 
limited means. 

As time went on Mr. McArthur 
offered him an o p p o r t u n i t y 
to become an Articled Cl-erk in hifl 
Charrnbers, a11d I think I am right in 
Raying that he w:1s responsible for the 
cp.ange which · per.mitten . an Arti~led · 

... 

1 
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[ Mr. Speaker] his- time no Me~ber of the Coun~il w~o 
Clerk to sit his examination in t his took a greater mter·est and delight in 

Colony and not have to go to London to subjecting draft le~isla~ion to critical 
do so a fter havinrt served his five years and incisive examn~at10n. The then 
of articleship, which is a prerequisite to holder of the office of the At
becoming a Solicitor. He was not a torney General often took very grave 
conceited man as some persons thought. exception to his method, contend
He was a proU<i man, and I thi.nk he ing that if a Member propo~ed 
had good reason to be so. I think I am to criticise a Bi 11_ he_ oug~t to give 
a fair judge of the difference between him notice of hrs mt_enbon . to do 
conceit and prid~. so as a matter of nrofessional etiquette, 

but the deceased would not allow that 
Perhaps I mn y be allowed to 1 • •t was ,...,1·thin his constitu-

h d b 
c :nm, as , 

say that after he a een ap- . 1 . ht . . t . 1 B h ,t10na rig . 
pointed to the . ~h:g1s ena enc a There are thing,; to be said about 
great deal of criticism was levelled at h" b k "Law of Workmen's Com-

. E' D h ' l . . i,; oo on the ]at-e S 1r nw,1 rrl en am ,; l ecrn1011 t· ,, mo"t valtiable guicle to . . pensa 1011 -a " 
to a:i:ipomt ~1m oYcr and above other the legal profession and, I am sure. to 
Mag1strntes m thfl ~olony, ~o what was the insuran<!i! companies. I have fo~·-
tb·en called a S-an1or Magistrate. , He tt when it \Vas pnb1ished, but his 

t · f" d "th th· i;o en · was not al op-P.ther ~atis 1e w1 1s b ,_ th "Law of Unlawful Poss-es!'\-
. t Wh"l . M . oo"- on e appointmen . 1 e P,ervmg as :1 ains- . ,, . 100 vr>rv ::.ble piece of wor'h-

1.f. 1 B . t d 10n was a " a .. 
trate he qua 1 1er . as a arr1s er an inrlPed. There is another valuable leg-11 l 
became somewhnt 11npati'ent of the d<:!« bl" t' of h;". to ,vhich I have 11ot 

. . . . pu 1ca ion "" 
Jay rn h1.s prpmotwn. He actually pie- n 11 referenec. T ref€r to the 

· · t · h t h "d seen "' Y · par erl his 1'e!=IHOrn 10n. or w a e !'la·1 .,.., t th t hP undertook the revision 
• • +" b t I ., . d h" J ac 3 

-was his reHi,::rna 1011. n auvise 1m f th Magist,el'i ,i1 pt•actice and 1wo-
not :o send it in. I told him he han. ~edm..: and 'fll·epared, almost alone. 
nothmrr to irrum'Jle about. as hP h~d the Summarv Jurtsdiction (Civil Pro· 
stepped ewer the heads of rnan:v M•arr1s- ced ure) Rules, 19--'38. It is a volume 
trate,;; that his appointment was what ,,·hich · shoulrl !'le·,·ve as a model for 
w~s looked unon_ as a '!)Ol_itica1 _iob not County Court W(,rlc and practice which 
without parallel 1n the Umted Kingdom. would if and when nut into nrac
H-e wa,; eventual! v appointed to the tire. \·eli-eve M<tgistrates of cer tain 
Legal Department nnrl I told him. that work which ;~ now hein2' n·erformed hv 
he wn f- on the w <P· i-~ higher promotion. them. I mention th-2se matters because 

I wnnld sa,· 1hnt hp, creatPd a '''"! mnst at some Hme face up to thP 
vacuum in the professional world in !=libiation and g-ive Magisti•ate,; a wid<!l' 
th i!'! r'.olonv. 'l'he1•n :-i~e ,tor'lav ton few forisdictio11. f;rnn(l w~s undouhtedlv rt 

Solicitor~ in th~ C'o1ony ·n: would not man of 1·aro ahilih-. T havP. :-i letter fron1 
say too few Banister,; as '1 am a Bar- him now in whicl1 h e make,; indir•ert 
rister rnys·elf) who shoulcl accompan:v 1·efere11ce to th<' <>nc011raD"ement T !!aw• 
counsel to the Courts to take n ote,; of him to rem:>i11 in the ~Pnri,,e. ;,wl r-ec~.ll c: 
cross-Px::imiJ'l<1.tio11. :-inrl of:l,pi•wfa·e helo what I ugf>d to say to him-"Yon will 
rounsel in the collcuct of their cases. onp rl.,v make your own way in the 
'Tln:i:f: cam<> 11ntt11·~llv to Cr:ctne. but it i!'I worln." 
"' dntv wh ich ic: r,r.'lcticalhr abn.ndonerl In this Chamher on manv occal'lions 
h v Solicitor" torln" ~ven wh-P.n the" <1 1·P ·1hii:: !':U!!!!"P.stinnf. l,,r! not only to thP post
ur es·ent in Court when cases are b eing -, r,onement of conc:irler:>Hnn of 'Rills lmt 
heard . ., 's\f'ometimeg to thefr :>handonrnent.. µ-,. 

·.t,.;, f-imiJ::,r """Ullm is r P.flerted ~ w:><s a verv ablP nol itirian. and I think it 
in this Chamber. There has been since will be a very lon~ time before we iincl 

.... 
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a professional man who would be pr·e
pared to surrender his iprofessional 
practice for public service as a legislator. 

'I shall not delay the Council any 
further, except to say that it is one or 
the most unhappy duties I have ever 
had to perform-to pay tribute to his 
memory. I was very fond of him. l 
shall now react the motion. 

Motion put, and <;arried unanimously, 
Member standing in silent tri·bute. 

ORDER or THE DAY 

E.G. CREDll' CORPORATION 

.lAMENlJMBNT) .i:lILL 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move tl1e seconcl readmg- of the .8111 
ultituled:. ' 

"An Ordinance to amend the British 
Guiana Cred..lt Corporation Ordmance, 
1954.'' 

In doing so ::: should like to explain 
that the law as it sLancts at the present 
time requires both the Chairman anct 
t he Deputy Chall'man of the Corporation 
tc, attend Transport Court for the 
purpose of signing mortgages. It is not 
only inconvenient for either of those 
officers to attend Court but on some 
occasions they are not available. As a 
resu!,t, therefore, thie has caused a great 
deal of delay and waste of the time of 
persons attending the Transport Court. 
lt is therefore proposed to amend the 
Ordinance in order to give the Corpor
ation the power to authorise a person 
or persons, either specifically or gener
ally, for the purpose of ,executing those 
documents. That i.~ what clause 1 of the 
Bill seeks to do. 

Clauses ~ and 6 seek to provide a 
form of statutory charge and conditions 
relating thereto fo1· securing loans made 
by the Corporation, similar to the form 
and conditions used by th~ Co-operative 
Credit Banks prior to their dissolution. 

Why this form of statutory charge was 
not included in the !'rincipal Ordinance 
it is difficult to say. I can only suggest 
that it was an omission. 

Clause 4 seeks t o provide that the 
f:nancial year of the Corporation, which 
now ends on the ~1st December, shouid 
end on the 30th ,June, The Co11)oration 
finds it more convenient for the finan
cial year to end at that time of t he year 
r2.ther than on the 31st December, which 
is provided for in the Ordinance. 

That is all the p1·oposed amendments 
seek to do, and I hope hon. Members will 
have no difficulty in passing the Bill. 
I move tlrn.t the Ell] be read a s·econd 
time. 

The Attorney General: I beg to 
i:;econd the motion, 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a !lei:ond time. 

Council resolv€d itself into Com
mittee and approved of the Bill as 
printed. 

Council resumed. 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move that the Bill be now read a t hird 
time and passed. 

The Attorney General: I beg to 
second the motion. 

Que~tion put, anil agrei'cl to, 

Bill read a third time and passed, 

ADOPTION Qr;, C HlLDREN BILL 

l\fr. Farnum (.Member for 1.ocal 
Govemment, Social Welfare and Co
operative Development) : J beg to move 
the second reading of the Bill intituled: 

''An Ordinance 10 make provisic>n for 
the adoption of children.'' 

J 
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IMr. Farnum] 
In February, 1953, a motion w::i.s 

tabled in the Legislative Council by Mr. 
Debidin, a Member l.\f the Council at that 
day, which read : 

"That this Government should enact an 
Ordinance to contain similar provisions a, 
the Adoption of Children Act, 1926, and 
that a: Committee be appointed for the 
pur,pose of considering the provisions of 
the said Act or otherwise which should 
be used in such Ordinance''. 

This motion was quashed on the dis
solution of the Legislative Council and, 
therefore, was never debated. On the 
21st May, 19-51!, Miss Collins, Member 
of this Council, tabled a similar motion 
and, I understand, her intention is to 
withdraw that motion. The Bill now 
before Council ib the outcome of that 
motion which was tabled by Mr. Debidin. 
It is felt that the need exists for such 
a measure because cases have arisen 
where persons would like to adopt the 
children of their relatives or friends 
and in some cases from institutions, but 
are diffident to rlo so from the fear that 
after having bestowed care and affection 
on those children the parents or persons 
concerned with those children very oft-ell 
come forward and claim those children. 
Consequently they find that the adop
tion of children is not as satisfactory 
as they would like, as very often t hey 
have to hand ov,er the children. 
Under this Bill legal m,tchinery is pro
vided so that there can be no interfor
ence by the parents or other persons 
after a child has been adopted. Before 
proceeding further I would like to point 
0ut t ha t I propose to move amendment::; 
to clauses 18 and 20 of the Bill. 

The Object:; and I~eason:;, as set out 
at lhe end uf tho Dill, are as follows :-

''This Bill is modelled largely on the: 
provisions of the United Kingdom Adop
l ion of Chi ldr,an Act, 1950 ( lit Geo. 6 Ch 
26) and seeks lo make provis ion for thi, 
adoption of persons under the age oi 
twenty--one yea rs who h ave never been 

married. Clause 3 seeks to make p1·0• 

vision fur the establishment of a Boa·rd 
to be called the Adoption 'Board (here
inafter referred to as "t'ne Board' '). 
Clause 4 seeks to provide that arrange
ments for the adoption of children shall 
only be made by the Board. Clause 5 
seeks to provide! tha t the Board shall 
r eceive applications from parents, guard
ians and adopters in respect of the adop
tion of c'hildren, make investigations 
concerning the adoption o:l: chlidren for 
the consideration of t'ne Court and ac1 
as guardian ad !item of any child in r e 
spect of wh om an adoption order is 
sought. .. ... '' 

Mr. Speaker: The h on. Member 
need not read the entire Objects 
and IReasons, as t·hey have been 
seen by hon. Members. If there is an~• 
clause he proposes to amend, he may take 
the opportunity of enunciating t h r! 
principle in explanation of the am"3nd~ 
ment. I do not think Members wish th e 
bon. Member to read the entire Objects 
:ind Reasons which are very long. The 
hon. Member may call attention to any 
particular claus,e with r eference to any 
amendment h e proposes to make. 

iWr. Farnum: The amendment 1 
propose t o clause 18 is the addition 'lf 
a third subc-lause to re:id: 

"Any ,child a:Joptecl under the pm -
visions of t his ,)n:lina1nce shall, upon the 
death of t'he adopter, be deemed for the 
purpqses of the Widows ancl Orphan:, 
P ension Ordinance, to b e the lawful child 
of the deceased adopter." 

There is no provis ion in the present 
draft Bill by which a child who is 
adopted can inh~rit any prnp·erty be
longing to the adopter, and this is really 
to give the adopted child some claim 
legally. The next amendment is to 
clause 20. It is a very long one, and is 
in substitution for the printed dau:;e re
htting to intestacies and wills . ,It seeks 
to give certain rights to an ado-ptell 
child as if it were the child of the de· 
ceased :Hlopter born in l::i.wi:nl wedlock. 

Mr. Speaker: Is t here a nvthino- in 
the Bill to permit a person ·who 

O 

has 
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adopted a child in good faith for some 
good cause to be relieved of the re
sponsibility of an adopter? 

l\'lr. Farnum: Yes. He can make 1 e
presentation to the Board which will 
take the child back and put it in some 
Home. 

Mr. Rendall (Member for Com
munications and '\Vorks) : I beg to 
second the motion. 

The Attorney General l should 
lili!e to add to what the hon. Member 
has said in regard to the motion of Mr. 
I,ebidin when h~ was a Member of the 
former Legislativt! Council. We had be
gun to draft the Bill, but there wei-e 
several matters of more pressing im
portance, which came along and had t o 
be done. The drafting of the Bill was 
in process of being co11cluded when I 
\,Vent away on holiday, and it was com
pleted during my absenetl and sent to 
the hon. Member, ns Member charged 
with this particular subject, for his con· 
sideration. 1 think non. Members would 
agree that this i s a very desirable piace 
e,f legislation, and there are other mem
bers of the community ·who had at some 
time expressed the desire to adopt 
children. I believe hon. Members would 
find all the nece1>s'1ry safegu ards pro
vided in the Bill. 

I s.hould like to add that, in regard 
to clause 20 of the Bill ' in respect of 
which the hon. l\fomber proposes to sub
sti tute another clause, it is felt desiraule 
that we should follow the provis ions of 
the United Kingdom Adoption of Chil
dren Act of 1950 rather than what is 
printed jn the Bill, which does not 
permit adopted children to ucnefit in 
intesLacy the same as lawful children. 
The provisions of the Bill as printed, 
are simila1· to those in the Ordinances of 
Trinidad ai1d Briti.;;h Hon cl urn s. I th ink 
it would be fair and more in the in
terest of the adopted child if we follow 

the prnv1s1ons obtaining in the United 
Kingdom Act of 1950. The amendment 
the hon. Member seeks to introduce 
would be on those lines. That is the 
principle that is being followed in the 
substituting amendment. 

There is one 0ther point to which 
J would like tu refer, und that is with 
regard to the proposed amendment to 
clause 18. The amendment to be intro
duced would give to an adopted child 
tl;e benefits derived now under the 
Widows' and Orphans' Pension Ordinance 
the same as to children born in lawful 
\\ eel lock. The Bill is a necessary piece 
of legislation and, I <1m sure, commend:; 
itself to hon. Members. 

Miss Collins : I am indeed happy 
and must thank th·e hon. Member and 
my learned friend, the hon. the Attorney 
General, for having brought for ward this 
Bill, which is very ,essential. For years 
I have been advocating for such a Bill, 
and I am glad that I am here at its 
introduction. This i s j ui:;t the beginning 
of what we are hoping for. I am hoping 
that the time is not far distant when 
,re ,shall have several homes for the 
training of these boys and girls and to 
give them a normal home life. Again 
I thank the hon. ~!ember. 

Mrs. Dey: l also rise to s u ppOl't 
this Bill. It is a very lengthy Bill in
deed, and ·I hope it will be passed. I 
have no doubt that it will be passed, 
as I know of many instances of the 
need for homes for children. The Bill 
deals with very many aspects othe1 
than that of providing homes for chil
dren. There is the aspect of lhe parents 
coming forward after these homes arr~ 
provided for t he children and claiming 
the children, just when they are at the 
age to p rovide money for the homes 
which keep them. There are instances 
nf children having been taken into 
J,omes. As I speak I rememhel' onP. 
particular case where the child was 
tf,ken from the P1.1hlic Hospital, Georie-

, 
. -

j 
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[Mrs. Dey] 
town when it was nine days old, nur
tured and given a seconndary education, 
and at the age of seventeen the mother 
came along and said "This is my child, 
1 want it." It had to be given back to 
the mother because there was no such 
Bill as this one. While on the one hand 
the children would find a home, on the 
other hand where you have people whose 
hearts are large enough to adopt, care 
and educate such children within their 
homes, they would no longer be 
victimised by the parents after they had 
bestowed all the care ·and affection on 
those children. When we look upon what 
takes place and study this Bill claus,e by 
clause, I fail t o see how anybody can 1be 
aga,inst such a Bill. I am proud of it. 

Question put, and agreed to. 
Bill read a second time. 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE 

Council resolved its·el:f into Com• 
mittee to consider the Bill clause by 
clause. 

Clause 10-Restriction on making 
adoption orders. 

The Attorney General: I would just 
iike to point out that the provisions for 
the making of adoption orders were 
taken from the United Kingdom Act of 
1950. 

Clause 10 passed as printed. 
Clause 11-Consent to ·adoption. 

The Attorney General: I think this 
clam1e deals with one of the points on 
which the hon. Mrs. Dey wanted some 
information. It refers to cases where 
the Court may request information 
relating to the child's welfare, and that 
information will be taken into consider
•ation as regards the order for adoption, 

Mrs. Dey: Suppose it is proved 
that it is a case where the parent is 
unable to suppo1~ the child, would this 
prevent any person from being able to 
adopt it? 

The Attorney General : I think the 
point the hon. Member made is covered 
by this provision. 

Mr. Speaker: This deals with cases 
where the parent has neglected the wel
fare of the child. 

Clause 11 passed as printed. 

Clause 12-E';:idence of consent oj 
parent or guardian. 

The Attorney General: This deals 
with the question of consent to the 
adoption, and if the hon. Member (Mrs. 
Dey) looks at it, she would see that this 
is another aspect to which she referred. 

Clause 12 passed as printed. 

Clauses 13-17 pass·ed as printed. 

Clause 18-Indu,strial insuramce, etc. 

Mr. Farnum : I beg to move an 
amendment for the insertion of t he fol
lowing new sub-clause. 

"(3) Any child adopted rundeT the pro
visions of this Ordinance shall, upon tl'ne 
death of the adopter, be deemed :flor the 
purposes o.f 11he Widows and Oq>h ans 
Pension Ordinance, to be the lawful child 
of the deceased adopter." 

Amendment put, and agreed to. 

Clause 18, as amend;ed, passed. 

Clause 19- pasR<>.d as printed. 

Clause 20-lnt.estacies and wills. 

The Attorney General: There has 
been some questi.on ing about this clause, 
but there might be a person who might 
have consented to the child being taken 
over by someone eise. I suggest that 
we Jea,ve the clause in Committee 
aR printed, so that I could have it 
examined again along with any oth-er 
points which may arise. If it is found 
necessary, then an amendment could be 
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effected. I would also ask that we do 
not conclude this Bill today. 

Mr. Speaker: The consideration o-f 
the Bill -will not be concluded today, 

Mr. Raatgever: We have not seen 
the new clause. 

The Attorney General: We did not 
have time to have cyclostyled copies 
made for Members. Nevertheless, Mem
bers will have an opportunity to study 
the new c1ause, as the Bill will not be 
passed today. I suggest that the new 
clause be included in the Minutes of 
today's meeting, and if Members think 
there is anything wrong about it th·ey 
could suggest amendments. 

New clause 20 substituted. 

Clauses 21 to 33 were pe.ssecl as 
printed. 

Title and enacting clause passed as 
printed. 

Council resumed. 

The Attorney General: I ask leave 
for the Committee to sit again. 

Consideration of the BiU in Com
mittee deferred. 

TAX (AMENOMENT) BILL, 1955 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move the second reading of the Bill 
intitulecl : 

"An Ordinance further to amend the 
Tax Ordinance, 1939." 

I would explain that under the 
'Third Schedule of the Customs (Con
solidation) Ordinance any hospital ap
proved by the GoYernor in Council, or 
any veterinary hospita,l is entitled to 

· ·have its medical supplies duty free. The 
object of the Bill is to authorise the 
refund of excise <luty on spirituous 
medicinal compounds manufactured 

locally, so that the local article would 
be in _the same position as the imported 
articl'P.. It seems so fair that I do not 
think hon. Members would want to 
debate the Bill. I formally move that the 
Bill be read a second time. 

Mr. Raatgever: I beg to second 
the motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a second time. 

Council resolved itself into Com
mittee and approved the Bill as printed. 

Council resumed. 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
move that the :Bill be now read a third 
time and passed. 

Mr. Raatgever: I beg 17o second. 
/;he motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read a third time and passed. 

MOTION-ESTABLISHMENT OF A PAINTS 
FACTOkY 

Rev. Mr. Bobb: In mo,ving the 
motion standing in my name on the 
Order Paper I should like at the outset 
to propose an amendment of the reso
lution by the substitution of the words 
" related materials" for the words "by
products" in the fourth and fifth lines. 
The motion will then read: 

"Whereas more opportunities for g3inful 
employment are urgently needed in the 
country at present; 

Amd whereas the number of persons now 
not gainfully employed is likely to be 
substantiaUy increased as a result of the 
regular stream of school-leavers; 

And whereas certain concerns outside 
the country have signified their desire 
to invest capital which will accelerate 
the development of the country ; 

Be it resolved: 
That this Council respectfully recom

mends t'nat the Governor in Council 
investigate the possibilities of establishing 

~ 
I 
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in the Colony a factory for the manu
facture of paints and related materials, 
and, if such invesr.igation is favourable, tc 
approach the Trade Commissioners for the 
British West Indi€s, Britis'n Guiana and 
British Honduras in the United Kingdom 
and Canada with a view to their interest
ing persons or concerns in establishing 
such a factory in the Colony." 

In introducing this motion I would 
like to refel' to two documents and to ref
erences therein which I think bear on the 
desirability of such a motion. '}:'he first 
is the Budget Statement by the hon. th~ 
Financial Secretary, presented on . the 
2nd December, H)5!J.. On page 3 of that 
Statement the Financial Secretary, in 
dea,ling with the •~conomic and financial 
outlook of the Colony, r eferred to the 
position of certain products-sugar and 
bauxite-and pointE.cl out that the possi
bility was that the seller's , market for 
sugar was becoming less and less assured 
(I quote): , 

"with t'ne fall in the world price of the 
commodity. The industry must t'herefore 
gear itself to the realisation that prices 
may not always remc1in at their preser,t 
level, and that in the future i'ne commodity 
may have to fac-~ greater competition than 
in recent years." 

The Financial Secretary goes on 
to p'Oint out: 

"In regaTd to bauxite we can feel 
particularly grateful to £he Demerai-a 
Bauxite Company :md their principals for 
t'ne very notable way in which they ha'Ve, 
by fhei r efforts, been able to discover and 
enccru.ra.ge new 1tses for aluminium, and 
thus keep production of bauxite at a level 
beyond what we had any reason to imagine 
would he the case after the end of the 
War." 

Those two r ~ferences go to show 
that while we have reached a fairly satis
factory p osition in r egard to our 
industrial possibilities we cannot be com
placent and not seek to develop within 
the limit of our i:esources the possibil
iti-es which are offered fo\· the develop
ment of such i ncln;:;trie;:; which could 
b€nefit this country. I observed that 
the Financial Secretary had the matter 

of the introduction of new industries 
very mueh in mind, for on page 3 of his 
Budget Statement he also states: 

"There has been some recent talk of ilie 
development of such industries as plywood 
and paper-pulp manufacture. In regard to 
plywood, although there may well bs 
possibilities for tne future, figures do not 
bear out the suggestion that a plywood 
factory could operate for vei:y long on 
our present supplies of Dalli, which is 
i11e only timber used for plywood in 
Dutch Guiana. 

'"Dhe possibilities of pa:per-pulp manu
facture are being r-e-investigated in the 
light of a process invented- on the Ivory 
Coast for the manufacture of pulp out or 
mixed tropical wocds. 

·•rt may be remembered that the Inter
national Bank Mission recommended the 
introduction of various kinds. of pine trees 
for trial in our f ertile white sand areas. 
I will therefore remark in passing, tlhat a 
small expedmental pine tree ;plantation ha~ 
been formed at Bar tica and that, acco1x:ling 
to the latest news, foe trees a.re actually 
growing." 

That shows how the wind is 
blowing, and that the need is being 
recognised more and more that every
thing possible should be clone to give the 
necessary ·encouragement for the intro
ct uction of new industries. The Inter
national Bank Mission's Report contains 
a very pert inent refe1ience under this 
head. On page 67, Chapter 8, it i~ 
written: 

"There will undoubtedly be a continued 
natural growth of industry, though not as 
rapidly as would be most advantageous to 
the colony's development. Since the loca1 
market is small, labour largely untrained 
in factory work, and industrial and craft 
conditions largely absent, there appearg 
little prospect for any spectacular grnwth 
of the colony's ind1.1st.ry in the near future. 
There are, nevertheless, opportunities for 
t!he · expansi,on of existing industries and the 
establishment of new industries, which can 
improve the balance of economy." 

When I conceived this motion, I took 
into consideration thi.s need which has 
been indicat ed in thos,e two documents. 
I also took in to consideration the fact 
that, bad as our present position may be, 
unless steps were taken very seriously 
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antl rapidly as possible to make available 
employment and knowledge of skills for 
our growing population, maybe we may 
sooner than we expect find ourselves in 
a very disadvantageous position not only 
in 1,egard to the needs of ou.1· local 
economy but also with regard to our 
position with our Sister Colonies in the 
Caribbean. 

There are three special aspects of 
this motion to which I would like to 
r efer, and those are contained in the 
whereas clauses of the motion itself. We 
cic not know, as the statistics are not 
now available, as to how many people 
iu this country ar~ either employable or 
gainfully employed, but if we are to 
judge frem the number of persons who 
move about the country and seem to b~ 
eit her under-employed oi· not employed, 
we would have ;,ome reason to believe 
that there is a far greater proportion of 
unemployed or under-employ,ed person:, 
than can make us content. When I adcl 
to that si'tuation the fa("t that, accoddini 
lo the records, not iess than 5,300 chil
dren leave our schools annually-I quote 
there the avera.ge for the past three 
years-we are definitely confronted with 
a challenge to explore every possibility 
to find ways whicl1 will offer useful 
(;mployment for those children who al'e 
lc,iving our schools. I need not enlarge 
upon that aspect, but I think we arc 
all well a.ware of the acuteness of that 
situation. 

I myself felt. very disheartened, 
hut I have b e e n encouraged by 
the number of companies which have 
been coming into t he countr y from time 
to time and indicating their willingness 
to invest capital for the deveJlop·ment of 
this country. In 1953 six such companies 
were 1-egistered in this country, and in 
19-511 three more. While the nature 01 
Lheir bu:;in,ess is practically the same
that is to say, mining-yet their very 
pre:-;ence hero i;; cncom·:-i ging-, :-ind it 
shows thnL confid·ence outs ide is grow
ing more and more, which will cause 
foreign private c;apitalists to feel safo 

in investing in this country. It there
fore g ives a challenge to the local situa
tion and the possibilities of capi.tal be
ing made available for the development 
of industries. 

I would sugge::;t that it is , or ought 
t0 be, our immediate concern to examine 
all the ways whereby new industries 
might be developed here. The industry 
with which the motion is particularly 
relevant is the manufacture of paints 
and related materials. When I was con
ducting my research into this part of 
the motion I was very much amazed at 
the number of items which come under 
paints and related materials imported 
i1,to this country :mcl are used by our 
sister Colonies. With your permission, 
Sir, I would like to mention some of 
these thin~. 

With the ~stablishment of a 
paint factory it is possible for 
projects, such as t:hese to be developed 
- Colouring materials (including dis
tempers other than of coal tar origin), 
metallic pigment, IJlue (Laundry), 
other dry pigments (other t han those 
of coal-tar origin) ; white lead, ships 
bottom compositions (,anti-corrosive 
and anti-fouling), distempers (dry or 
not), printers' ink, prepared paints, 
enamels, lacquers, varnishes, artists' 
eolours, s iccatives (paint driers) and 
mastics, (asphalt cement) wood pre
s·ervatives, JJutty, and other driers. 
Nearly all of these materials are used 
in this country and, as I have said, are 
used in other places outsid,e British 
Gu iana. Tlie only one wh ich I see on 
the List which would be very difficult 
to produce in this Colony, because one 
of the basic s ubstnnces is not produced 
here, is Asphalt Cement. .In Trinidad 
that substance is produced in large 
cgmntities because of the presence .of 
asphalt there. 

J 11 l':1.1pp01·ting- the c:1!':e for n Com
m.ittee to be appoi:1ted to exallline the 
possibilities of setting up this factory, I 
should like to point out that our im• 

1 

• 
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ports of paints and paint oils for the 
years 1953 and 1954 show that we are 
spending a considerable amount of 
·money on those items. The recordR 
show that our imports of paints and 
enamels, including colours and pigments, 
were 1,611,882 lbs. valued at $662,529 
in 1953, and in rn54 that was increased 
to I:,860,054 lbs. valued. at $774,931: 
Under the head ';Linseed oil (raw or 
refined)" in 1953 we imported 32,625 
lbs. valued at $82,052, and last year we 
imported 40,975 lbs. valued at $81,593. 
With respect to ·· Oils, oxidised, blown 
or boiled (including boiled linseed oil)" 
in 1953 we imported 451,340 lbs. valued 
at $11'2,9-03, and in 1954 the quantity 
was 439,128 1bs. valued at $94,878. The 
total for 1953 was valued •at $867,484 
aud for 1954 the amount was $951,402. 
' ' Putty" was imported from the United 
Kingdom, Canada and Trinidad during 

. 11. months of last year valued at 
$61,803. 

It will be seen from those figures 
that a considerable amount of money 
is spent in importing these very need
ful and useful commodities. At onc-e 
there would come to the minds of hon. 
Members the fact that our Sister Colony 
of Trinidad not so long ago set up a 
paint factory. 

Mr. Speaker : I think the boon. 
l\iJember should await the results of 
that factory. 

Rev. Mr. Bobb : In Trinidad a 
paint factory has been set up and I 
myself feel-

Sir Frank McDavid (Member for 
Agriculture, Forests, Lands and Mines) : 
Trinidad has established a p a i n t 
factory, but the hon. Member rather 
implies that t he Government of Trinidad 
has done it. Thai is not so. · 

Rev. Mr. Bobb: I notice that the 
exports of Trinidad in 1953 amounted to 
$7,068, and after the establishment of 

this factory their €Xports mounted up to 
~249,300, a very large sum, and tha,t is 
the net export when we deduct Asphalt 
Cement whioh is a domestic produce 
valued at $1,614,900. Those materials 
have been exported from Trinidad to 13 
different markets, including the Carib
bean markets. Ontside the Caribbean 
mr1 rkets only thre~ were on record for 
1954, but in s p i t e of that. the 
local need was so g r e a t that 
in 1953 as against $7,068 in value 
exported, Trinidad imported $1,085,152, 
and in 1954 while they e x p o r t e d 
$249,300 in value they imported 
$2,296,900. The one deduction from 
these figures for my purpose is that 
the market is very great still. After that 
situation in Trinidad what would pos• 
sibly develop in our own country when 
our housing programme gets underway? 
It seems to me that we have a reasonable 
hope in believing that, if ever it came 
about that a paint factory is established 
here, it would be .able to get a market 
in which to sell its products. 

There are two immediate advan
tages, one of which I have referred to 
and that is the provision of employment. 
'l'·he other advantage, which I think we 
r:mnot help bearing in mind, is the edu
cation of our people. The employees would 
not only earn money but they would 
obtain a ski}[. One of the things we lack 
in our Colony at the present time is thi,.z 
::i bs·ence of technical skill. The more in
dustries like those we have, the more 
would opportunities for developing 
technical skill come to our people. I can
not help referrinµ: again to the great 
service which is being done by two in• 
d11sti•ies in that direction-sugar and 
bauxite-whe1-e those who want to learn 
have a chance of learning. I think in this 
particular case there would be a nice 
opportunity which, I am sure, would be 
·embraced by t hose who .are interested. I 
have said ·enough to indicate that there 
is ,a need for ,::onsidering this subject 
thoroughly. •I am not in a position to say 
who should invest this capital, but the 
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motion reques,ts that steps be taken 
through the office3 of the Trade Com
mission·er for t he British West Indies, 
British Guiana and Bl'itish Honduras 
in the United Kingdom and Canada to 
get persons interested in the establish
ment of such a factory. I hope t hat 
this motion commends itself to hon. 
Members of this Council, and with the 
a mendment I prnpose, I beg to move the 
motion standing- in my name on t he 
Order Paper. 

Mr. Speaker: I understand the h on. 
Member to say that he is suggesting the 
appointment of a Committee, but the 
motion does not say so. It asks the 
Gover11or in C;ouncil to investigate the 
nossibilities of establishing the fa0torv. 
Jf the motion is adopted, it would simply 
mean that the Governor 1n Council nlont 
is to make the investigation. Does the 
hon. Member wish the appointment of :1 

Committee to do the investigation, or hi? 
leaves it to the Governor in Council 
which may or may not do so ? 

Rev. Mr. Bobb: I would like t o cor
reci the remark. I did not mean to alter 
the motion. I was just tMnking of some
thing else. With respect to what I haye 
sa!id, hon. M"emb'E'rs can substitute "Gov
·ernor in Council" for "Committee." I 
stick to the resolve clause as worded 
"that the Governor in Council inveRtigate 
the possibilities of estaiblishing in thP 
Colony a factory for the manufacture of 
pa'ints and relatecl materials .... " 

Mr. Carter: I beg to second the 
motion. 

Mr. ·-Macnie: I have listened with 
inter·est to the hon. Mover's r emarks, 
and I share with him concern at the 
need for the esb.blishment of new in
dustries in this country of ours. I share 
with him the referenc~s he has made to 
the hon. t he Financial Secretary's Budget 
Statement awl to the emphasis of 
the need for new incltrntri€<; wh<ich wa" 
stated in the Report of the International 

Bank Mission. I feel from the hon. 
Member's remarks that he has given 
this subject considerable study. He has 
collected data in support of his motion, 
but 1 am disappointed that he has not 
i;iven us some idea of t he number of 
persons who would be employ-ed gain
fll lly if a paint factor y should be es
tablished in ithis country. I am also a 
little d isrippointed that the hon. Mover 
has not found it po~sibl-e to sav a little 
bit more about the potential 'trade 01 

b usiness which would ·be done, if such 
a factory "·ere to be -established. 

T am in en tire agreement 
eRpecially with the first two of the 
nreamhles of J l-,e hon. l\1I<' mher's mo
tion. I myself -;peke of the need 
f'o1· gainful employment and the g reat 
11 rg-ency of it, and r know there m·e 
manr who sh.1 rp ~hat view. There cRn 
be no (Juestion t lrn t I wholehear t-edly 
suimort the seC"on<1 1wcamble : 

"the number of persons now not ~ain
fully em.ployed is likely to be substanfr,'
lv increo. 0 f'rl a~ 2. rcc,11lt of the regular 

stream of school leavers." 

That stream actually flows from 
anothel' som·cp - the improved hea.1,th 
condition of the Colony. The infant 
111ortalitv rate has now whittled down 
bPlow what it was some years ago, for 
which those resnon!'ibll? a 1·e to be praised. 
as our birth ra.te is well in excess of 
ou r death rate. 

lVIy difference with the hon. 
Member is when i t comes to the selec
tion he made of a specific indus·try in 
th-e nature of paint. I think the hon. 
·Member did not int-end, in refer ring to 
the paint factory in Trinidad, to indicate 
wMther he was for or against F ed era
tion, or whether he was for or against 
Closer Association. I am certainly in 
favour of Closer Association. Trinidad 
has gone a long way ahead of this coun
try by establishi11g a heer factory, a 
cement fac1.or_v and, recently, a paint 
fac tory. I think. we can do better , 

I 
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from ihe point of an experiment, iha11 
-establi sh a paint factory. I have no 
det::iih, about the manufacture of paint, 
but I do not think that a paint facto1·y 
would be found io provide employment 
for a good many people, as we would 
have to make everything out of thr. 
Colony, including the containers in 
which the paint ·would be put. 

I think, in all seri01:1sness, that the 
hon. Mover should se•e his way to 
amend the motion, and I will move an 
amendment in the hope that it will find 
a seconder. I suggest tha,t the motion 
should stand exa,~tly as it is ( on the 
Order Paper) until we come to the r e
solv,e clause, then delete the word "a" 
at the encl of the third line in the re
solve clau_se, then d-2.lete the entire fourth 
line of the resolve clause, then delete 
the ·words " relnted material" which the 
hon. Mover substituted for the word 
"by-products" and substitute the words 
"new industry" the1,efor. Then, in the 
penultimate line of the resolve clause, 
deJ.ete the words from "establishing·" 
to "Colony" in the last line, and sub
stitute t he words "such industrie~" 
therefor. The last line will then read: 
"or roncerns in 1a1ch industries." 

I think that would widen the scope 
of th-e motion, as the hon. Member de
sires to do so. I think also that it would 
widen t he field from which the hon. 
Mover or any Government might ask 
for advice, and would not restrict them 
to paint but give! the widest possible 
opportunity for invEs-tigation. I am glad 
tl' move that ame,1dment. 

Sir Frank iVTcDavicl: I should like 
1,c, commend the hon. Mover on his in 
clustry in securing the cl,at a which he ha·s 
disclosed in the course of his speech on 
the motion, and also for his sincerity in 

urg:i'ng the devblopment of minor 01· 

secondary industries in British Guiana. 
All of us s hare wi L·h him the hope aml 
wish that such industries should be 
established. But ht has li\elected an 
industry which does not appear to hav-e 
mu<"h prospect of increasing t he economy 
of th-e country. '!'he first thing one 
must -examine is the possibility of 
obtaining raw materials on the spot in 
the country, and the question whether 
they are available for ·extraction cheaply. 
Of all the hon. Member's selected points 
relating to the establishment of a factory 
for the manufo.cture of paints, the 
most important of all is that partic
ular qualification. 'l'hat aspect of the 
matter came to m.v notice in a recent 
article in a magazine entitled "Colonial 
Dev,elopment" which is issued everv 
quarter by the C.D.C. In this magazin~ 
-:i copy of which has just come to my 
hand-there is a drscription of the new 
cement factory in Trinhlad, and this is 
what it says: 

''11he cement factory is based on a sound 
economic foundation in that the basic raw 
materials are, fo-r the most part, indigenous 
and it 'has been a c,115e of using what is 
to be found on the spot. This means, oif 
com·se, that t'nere are not !:he same hazards 
as is the case wh en imported material,; 
have to be u:sed." 

Some facts r elating to the paint 
industry in the isfa nd have been 
mentioned also, and Members of the 
Council would Le interested to hear-
ancl I am quot ing from the article
thes·e facts: 

"Some of th~ industries, unlike the 
cement factory, are largely dependent on 
imported raw materials. One of these b 
the British Paints (Caribbean) Ltd. w'hich 
sturtecl production in Trinidad in October , 
1953. ,md now emplnys about f ifty p ersons .'' 
That is all-fifty p ersons. 

The article goes on: 
"About 90 to 95 per cent of the raw 

matc,rials used by this factory are imported 
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but the manager informed the present 
wJ·iter that investigations are being caniea 
out wil'n a view , lo ascel'taining the 
possibilities of using r aw material such as 
sugar cane, wax, and rubber seed oil as 
well as b arytes (a mineral available in one 
or the islands). 

Now, I have quoted from that para
graph in order to show t hat t he hon. 
Member (Mr. Macnie) was quite right 
·when he suggested that in the case of a 
paint fartory in El'itish Gu i:i.na, there is 
reason to assume that we are going to 
have to import practically all of our 
raw materials and even a portion of the 
labour which would be used in the 
factory. With employment for as low as 
fifty persons as indicated ,here, there is 
very little hope that such an undertaking 
will be renumerative or that such an 
undertaking would bring any great 
economic improvament to the Colony. I 
have already said th:1.t if we are going to 
start to develop industries, let us develop 
what we have. Unfortunately, we cannot 
start a cement factory here bec:iuse we 
haven't an~, limestone. In J amaica also, 
t here nre millions of tons of this lime
stone wh ich we h:wen'·t got in British 
Guinna. 

I do not want it to appear that I 
am not as anxion s :is any hon. Member 
to see minor industries elev-eloped here, 
but these qualifications must be clear-
(a) that we hav{) the raw mn terials on 
the spot, and (b) that the venture must 
bring some eronomic improvement to th>:: 
Colony as a whole. 

On the general question of startinfr 
industries, I do not, know if hon. Mem
bers remember tha.t about two years ago 
a t-eam of high-level industrialist s from 
the United Kingdom came to British 
Guiana and c a r r i e d out inv":!sti
gations to see what were tn-e possibil
ities of starting industries here, or of 
transferring to this country the manu
fact ure of certain products from raw 
materinls which :'ll'e available for use 
J,ere. That report was, however, a ~reat 

disappointment; it was, certainly, to me. 
It dicl Hot, as far :ts I can remember, 
encourage the hope of any specific 
incjustry in Briti sh Guiana. I do not 
wish to go jnto detni1s about it, but I 
wish to ,;ny that any Committee of Mem
bers would be wel: advised to give this 
motion calm constderahon, as we are 
asked to do. 

Nevertheless, I do not wish to throw 
cold water on the qLrestion, and would 
say thnt if t h i:; motion is accepted by 
this Counc il I am ~lll'e we would all join 
in making honest enquiries in order to 
ascertain what could be done. Obviously, 
,ve would have to put our best foot 
forward in order to see whether we 
could induce people to come here and 
spend their money here. As I have snid, 
if the motion is an:eptecl and if I have 
anything to do ·with it, I shall cel'ta in]y 
join in making all the enquiri-es I 
possibl,y can. 

Mr. Ramphal: I rise to second the· 
amendment moved by t he hon. Mr. 
Macnie in the hope that my hon. friend, 
Mr. Bobb, would accept it on the basis 
that the gr·eater includes the lesser. I 
feel that we are all agreed, as Sir Frank 
bas very aptly said, that we want 
indu.s,tries in this Colony. The economy 
of the country is, Sir, a low stanclnrd 
economy and does not go very far, Rs 
in the case of agriculture, standing by 
itself with other i:1clustries to maintain 
it. We feel t hat if we are going to pro
g ress as a country, we have to begin to 
set our faces in the direction of en
couraging new industries. I desire to 
assoriate myself with all that the hon. 
Mr. Macnie hns :mid, and to rep-eat that 
we are very strongly fo agreement with 
the first two preambles to the motion. 
Perhaps I should emphasise that all that 
t his IJ:nterim Government is doing is 
more or less, to prepare a better lfe 
for not only the present but the future 
people of this Colony. Therefore as a 
Government, we a re ver y much alive to 
the situation which faces the local peo-
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ple-and ·especially the young ones when 
they leave school and go out into indus
trial life. 

I was unaware of the third pre
amble to the motion and was. straining 
my ear to catch the hon. Mover as he 
spoke, in order to, learn, whether he 
was hoping or otherwise, when was it 
that certain r:oncerns outside this 
Colony signified the desire to invest 
capital which would accelerate the de
velopment of the country. Outside of this 
indication-and I hope my hon. friend 
will not condemn my ignoranc-e-I am 
not awaue of any concern of consider
able size - and T am not referring
to the McBridEl oil people - who have 
:rny Rtake in this country and are 
manifesting a strong desil'e to come 
in. If there are we, as a Legislature, 
would welcome thei,e people to the Col
ony, 

My hon. friend on my left '(Mr. 
Raatgever) with a very soft voice, said 
that big industries or c::i:pital would not 
come in abundance unless there is a 
stable Government. Be that as it rnllly, 
it appears to me that we, as a people, 
must g'ive some :assurance to -peopfo 
outside-to foreign fovestors-that if 
they come to this country their invest
ments would be, to a large extent, 
serm·e. An unhappy economfr p::ist has 
left in the minds of the people the im
nression that immediately canital hac; 
heen poured into this part of the world. 
there would he speedy nationalisation of 
that ,..:inital. I fe-el, however. that we 
as a Government, s!'lould be able to .f1'ive 
+n investon, ahroad the reassurance thHt 
that is not. the ouestion- tha.t that is 
not ~omething that we, as a people, are 
aiming at. 

Speaking for myself, I believe in a 
limited form of nationalisation. I be
lieve in the nat ionalisation of things 
like electricity for cooking food, water 

supply and other items that would im
prove the -living conditions of the peo
ple. On the other hand, so far as in
vestments are concerned, I am a firm 
belie,ver in home-grown inve,stments. I 
believe that we, as a Legislature, should 
be able to tell investors a,brO'ad that if 
they come to this country and invest 
their money, there would be ample 
se~urity for their capital. I know that 
this is not something very easy to put 
over, but in a Colony that is very rapidly 
growing into Dominion status in another 
part of the world, a declaration was 
made - and the matter even went to 
Downing Street --- that if capital went 
into the country the Government of that 
country would not interfere or inter
V\,ne in the question of national,is.ation 
of suoh capital. I think that, as a Gov
·ernment, we can give a similar guaran
tee and if we are going to attnict 
c::tpital into this country we should be 
prepai·ed to do so. 

I wish to support the motion as 
amended, but there fa one aspect of it 
on which I would like to comment. We 
are asking capitalists from abroad to 
come into this country, but what aibout 
capital in om· own country? I SM 

around this table som<\ whom I be:Jie,ve 
I can regard as industrialists, _,ome 
whom I can describe as ca,pitalists in 
the best sense of the word. I speak 
for myself on this occasion, and I feel 
there is :i. lot of small capital in this 
country. There is 817 million in the Post 
Office Savings Bank. That is not a 
very large capital in relation to capital 
in other countries, but in our own coun
try it is capital of a fair size. 1If WI:! 

believe in our country. as the hon. mover 
has said we do, I feel that our own in
dustrialists should come forward and 
show such faith in their country by 
putting money into new industries, 
thereby ,attracting larger capital to come 
into the country. I think we need a lot 
of pluck in this matter, for although 
others rnaiy have surveyed the seen-a and 
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g:iven a dismal account, :we must not lose 
faith in our country. \Ve must set about 
with a wi.11 a11cl add to our pluck some 
degree oI vis ion. I therefore very 
strongly support foe amendment which 
I s incel'ely ask the hon. mover to accept. 

Mr. Sugrim Singh: I rise to support 
the motion. The amendment which has 
been suggested would convert it into an 
investigation of the possibilities of ne,,· 
iliclustries generally. Ever since I begau 
to read the newspapers, and long before 
the constitutional aisis, 11 have read and 
he:i rd of investigations of the poss,ibil
ities of establi.shing new industries in 
this country. I am 110 expert but it 
seems to ·me that in spite of the 
numerous potentialities of the Colony 
we hear of, the people of the Colony 
must continue to starve in the midst oi 
plenty. 

I wish to congratulate the hon. 
mover of · the motion for his enterprise 
and industi;y in placing it before the 
Council today. He has suggested a 
particular industry, hut the fact that 
Trin idad's paint factory is not on a 
large and profitable scale does not mean 
that on investigation British Guiana 
may not be able to do better. We have 
a Trnde Commissioner :in London and 
all the marhin_ery at our dispos,al. What 
harm can t here be in an inv,estigation of 
the possibilities of e,;tablishing a paint 
factory in British Guiana? 

I see another motion on the Ord~r 
Paper rec-ommend,ing an ·investigation 
of the poss ibilities of ,e;:,,tablish ing a ply
wood industry. I do not wish to steal 
the thunder of the hon. Member who 
hns given notice of that motion, but I 
may say thnt right now I am, and the 
Con~ervator of Porests is, in correspond
ence with an American Company which 
i<s will ing to set up a plywood factory in 
this Colony. Why should plywood ~be 
imported in to t his country ? 

Mr. Raatgever : To a point 'Ot 
order ! ·Arc we qe:i ling with p1ywood or 

-1. 

paint ? I do not think we have reached 
the plywood motion y,et. 

Mr. Sugrim Singh: Tlic 1Lu11. Mem
ber should l'reclit me with some intelli
gence. \My point is why should th,e raw 
material of this country b,e exported to 
start a factory in another Colony? Why 
can't we set up OL!l' own factory here? 
There is some talk thai. investors a.broad 
want to know that we have a stable 
Government. Should we fold our arms 
and talk about st.1bility? Trinidad sup
•plies us with 01·anges, grapefruit and 
gasolene. What are we doing with our 
" Magnificent Pro·.·inee" and our poten
tialities? Even in the export of rice we 
are limited to a (•ontract for two years, 
and we do not know what the sma.ll 
islands will be doing about our rice after 
two years. There is Jne thing we produce 
which all the West Indian Colonies take, 
and that is Limarol. 

I support t he motion ,vhich merely 
calls for an investigation. The report 
which was read by the hon. Member for 
Agricufoure (Sir Frank McDavid) was 
ver,y helpful in this debate, but it is not 
t he answer. Perhaps i.he effort made in 
Trinidad to establish a paint factory was 
a feeble one. Further investigation may 
be successful in British Guiana. I do 
11ot know why we should a1ways he at 
the r eceiving end. I shall continue t o 
support any motion which m ight lead to 
the establishment of a n,ew industry. 
The hon. mover has painted a clear 
picture in regard to the imports of 
various ,items into this country. 
Although ·we are an Interim Govern
rnent we have to do something and not 
merely sit h,ere and talk about a stable 
Government. 

Mr. Farnum: I rise to support the 
amendment which gives the mot ion a 

·\vid,er range, because it would not con
fine the investigation to the possibilitieR 
of establish ing a paint factory but new 
industries of any sort. I would like to 
say, howev1!1', th at 011e has to ·be very 



1801 Motion-Establishment 22ND FEBRUARY, 1!}55 of Paint Factory 1802 

LMr. Farnum] 
tareful, in thinking ·about the manu
fac.ture of any product, that the raw 
material will be available. I remembei· 
that some years ago there was discussion 
about the establishment of a cement 
factory in th is Colony, and it was 
pointed out t hat we lacked one of the 
most ess·ential ingredients - limestone 
-and that we would have to import it. 
In the circumstances we might some day 
find, after having established the 
factory, t hat the country from which 
we imported limestone had decided to 
cut off the supply because of the desire 
to 8et up its own cement factory. In 
,mch an ·event all we would have would 
be t he factory. 

The question of the establishment of 
minor industries is being activ~ly 
pursued. The Cottage Industry Section 
of the Social Welfare Department is 
very much alive and is now conducting 
experiments in certain directions. There 
is an officer in that Branch who has 
had training in England in several types 
of minor jndust ries. At present he is 
engaged in making pottery, for which 
he has obtained some machinery from 
England, and I am glad to be able to 
say that the materi2.ls he is using is local 
clay obtained from as far as Kwakwnni. 
We hope he will ,::ncceed in his effort, 
but he requires more ma<:hinery. As soon 
as his experiments appear to be on a 
sound footing v,1e will approa,ch this 
Council for mol·e money. 

There is another minor industry to 
be developed-the manufacture of a 
certain type of chair in the Pom€roon 
and the North West District from local 
material. The chairs are selling very 
well, but an effort is being made to 
improve the qual ity so as to create a 
greater demand for them. We feel sure 
that with some marhinery we would be 
able to turn out a much better chair and 
provide -employment fo1· some of the 
people in the .~fort•h West and the 
J."omeroon, 

Another minor industry is the 
manufacture of a condiment known as 
ketchup. On the Corentyne there is a 
large cultivation of tomatoes, most of 
·which is 111ot of a sufficiently good 
quality for shipment to Georgetown, but 
there are large fields of the produce and 
experiments are ,being made with the 
object of utilizing the supply for the 
manufacture of ketchup. Samples have 
been reported on favourably, and it is 
hoped that this minor industry will 
provide work for a great number of 
people in the area. 

Only this morning a goldsmith 
approached the Cottage Industries 
Officer for financial assistance for the 
manufactm•e of siiver filigree jeweller,y. 
There is a large export market for such 
jewellery, and a great demand for them 
hy tourists. With financial assistance 
the jeweller says he would be able to 
employ quite a number of boys in the 
City. 

There is an oil seed which grows 
very largely in clusters in various parts 
of the Colony, chiefly on the Corentyne, 
from which an oil is extracted which is 
said to be as good as olive oil. Experi
ments ar·e being made with a view to 
developing a minor industry in that 
direction. T1here is need for financial 
assistance for the development of these 
minor industries which I hope t his 
Council wi'll provide in the near future. 

Mr. Tello : I desire to say only a 
few words to associate mys-elf with the 
debate, as I am not in a position to offer 
an amendment, and bot h the original 
motion and the amendment commend 
themselves to me. I just want to take 
this opportunity to throw out a sug
gestion. Rather than we should miss the 
opportunity of investigating the possi
bilities of establishing a paint factory in 
this Colony and also court the clanger 
0£ just i-estricting the investigation to n 
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paint factory alone, 'I think, both the 
original motion and the amendment can 
lie amalgamated into one motion so as to 
have t he desired effect. 

I agree with the hon. Member for 
Local Government (Mr. F'arnum) that a 
wider scope is necessary. There are so 
many industries that could be developed 
in this Colony, and we should not 
restrict ourselves in our investigations. 
'l'he hon. Member by giving thoug,ht to 
this motion and doing research work has 
brought so many facts to us, that our 
investigation of this new industry may 
be the instrument of intrnducing or dis
covering some new technique that may 
make our paint the captor of the entil'€ 
·world market. l'robably t hat is only a 
dream, but the greatest ideas and the 
great-est accomplishmen,ts were once 
dreams. Having thrown . out my sug
gestion t o the hon. Mover, I am going to 
take my seat but I want to add that I 
am not quite certain if t he hon. Mover is 
a private Member as indicated on the 
Order Paper, because we all come 
through the same door. 

Mr. GajraJ: I, too, ·would like to 
Jom my voice in commending the hon. 
Member who has moved this motion, 
calling upon this Council to ask t he 
Governor in Council to proceed with au 
investigation in r egard to the possibil
ities of establishing in this Colony a 
factory for t he manufacture of paints 
and by-produ<.:ts. I understand there has 
been a change of the word "by-products'' 
to " related materials". There is no 
c;uestion whatever, Sir, that we in this 
country must attempt w ith whatever 
resources we .may have to diversify our 
economy. We have been told, and quite 
trut hfully so, that for many years to 
come Agriculture must rem ain the main
stay and backbone of the economy of 
this rountry. Nevertheless we cannot be 
satisfied with having all our eggs only 
in one agricultural basket. It is neces
sary, I think, for us to use our vision and 

to att empt to t ry and foster any fo-rm 
of industry which would ut ilize that 
ingredient which so far we plentifully 
enjoy. I refer to Labour, Mr. Speaker, 
because even t hough "in considering the 
establishment of a new industry we 
might be faced with the prospect of 
importing in a large measure the raw 
materials needed, it is my view that so 
long as we can absorb a proportion of 
t he labour forc-e oi t his country, how
ever small that may be, it is still to the, 
benefit ultimately fl f the economy of this 
country, becau:;e we would have found 
w·ork for some people, and certainly if 
we can multiply the number of such 
enterprises we would be astonished at 
the large number of working people for 
whom we might f'ind employment. 

I am in no pcsition whatever to say 
whether t he inv-estigat ion in r egard to 
the establishment of a paint factory 
would prove that such a proposition is 
an economic one, but certainly at a time 
like this, when we are thinking of the 
fut ure, thinking of expansion, when 
development is in the air all around, it 
is incumbent on this Legislature, when 
proposals of this natun? are put before it, 
certainly to agree t o make every 
investigation in those matters. I can 
quite see the force of the argument 
whit h the hon. :Member, Mr. Macnie, 
has used in trying to wid-en the scope 
of t he motion and t he scope of the de• 
liberations, and I do a,gree with the hon. 
Member, Mr. Ramphal, t hat theoretically 
the larger always does include the 
smaller, but we have to remember that 
if we make the ~cope of this investi
gation so wide and so larg,e we may lose 
sight entirely of what the hon. • M-ember 
had in mind when he gave notice of this 
motion. T1hen there is the question of 
time which would be involved in carrying 
out this investigation. We may find that 
we entirely missed the bus. · So that for 
the moment I would be quite willing to 
accept the motion ns moved- by the hon. 
Member, Mr. Bobb. 
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When we reali;:e there is another 
lllotion which deals with another natural 
vroduct of ours, we should deal with 
each of them independiently and on their 
own merit, because I infer that if we 
deal with one at a time we would get 
through faster and be able to come to a 
decision earlier. If the proposition is 
found to be an eeonomic one, then we 
can go right ahead and try to implement 
1t, but if it is found to be uneconomic 
then we would clear the decks and start 
to investigate something else. We have to 
continue in our investigations in order 
tG satisfy ourselve,,; and be an inspiration 
to the people of the country in showing 
that we are not merely content to sit 
down ,rnd mark time. We do want so 
to <lo our job as to leave very solid marks 
on the sands of Time. 

Lt-Col. Haywood: I am most 
interested to see this motion before us 
and the one which will follow it very 
soon. J support this motion as ii; 
originally stands bec.i use, if the greater 
includes the lesser, I 2.m afraid what the 
hon. Mover has asked would be lost in a 
number of enquiries and investigat iom; 
some of ·which have been already made. 
Su1·ely there havP. been a number of 
i.nvestigations into the possibilities of 
establishing minor industries. I feel 
that once they are established their 
magnitude is often exaggerated out of 
all proportion. Even in this present 
J.pterim Government reference is made 
tc large capitalist:; and so on, whel'eas 
the reference shoui.::I be to minor indus
t ries. We have very few major indus
tries. Most of our industries are minor 
ones with minor people from the point of 
vi-ew of capital-people who have capital 
problems to face with the rapid drop in 
the purchmdng power of money. A great 
m:111y of 11 ,, who a rc toni::el'n·etl with the!le 
minor industries have no capital to 
~p;n•e, as we are fully extended by 
th.use we h ave already established. J 
feel that on the whole most of the money 

for the establishment of any new minor 
industry has to come from outside, and 
I am afraid it would not be readily 
forthcoming until we are more stable 
politically. But we can try during t his 
interim period, as th.is -Interim Govern
ment has to make the best of this in
terim period. 

To come back to what l have said, 
reports have bt:!en already made on many 
minor industries. I remember reading 
such reports made by the late Mr. • 
Gerald 0. Case. One hopes that thes':! 
reports are not just gathering dust, 
but are tai<en out from time to time 
aud studied in ordt>r to see whether the 
passage of a few years and the growth 
of the population and other factors make 
them more possib!t:! now than when they 
were originally written. They should 
be looked at from time to time and 
studied in the light of changing circum
smnces. That re!l.lly is the reason why 
I support t he m,Jtion as it originally 
!itands. Another hon. Member has said 
much the same thing. Let us take 
these things one at a ti me. I f.eel it 
fits in with the work that all of us in 
this Government are doing in any shape 
or form-mainly to try and obtain de
velopment. · 

All these inve:;tigations take time 
and effort and, to scme extent, money 
but they are all worth making, even if 
we fail with some particular recom
mendation. Even :f, perhaps, this on~ 
is going to tum out to be a disappoint
ment, we shall at least know that we 
have gone into the matter, that we have 
studied it and have not really brnshed 
it aside or allowed it to be swallowed 
Lip in a much wider inves.tigation which 
·would take a much longer time a nd 
probably ·bring about the same results 
only in a much longer period of time. 
·1 feel thnt i t would be good and weJI 
fo1· this. honourable Counci l to accept 
these motions as they come, one by one, 
provided in eal'11 instance this Council 
is satisfied that the hon. Mover has · 
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put some thought behind it. It is 
obvious that in the case of this motion 
ihe hon. lVIover has done that. 

The Financial Secretary ; I, too, 
would li,ke to commend the hon. Member 
for moving this motion. He has quoted 
from my Budget Statement, and for that 
reason alone it seems .that I must sup
port the motion which meriely asks that 
t he Governor in r;ouncil should investi
gate the possibilities of establishing in 
the Colony a factory for the ·manu
factute o.f paint and r ,elated materials . 
On behalf of the Government I accept 
such a motion, but I c,--ertainly would 
like to warn the hon. Member that it 
may not be quite easy to implement 
hecause there is already established in 
thes,e parts a paim fadory in Trinidad, 
and they are looking. for export markets 
in the nearby territori,-es. Lik,e several 
hon. Members I am somewhat at a loss 
to know what resources other than 
labour we would be able to put in thi 'l 
factory. It does seem to me that the 
only resource we have is our labour. 
and my hon. friend on my right (Sir 
Frank McDavid ) lrns told us that the 
factor y in T'rinidad only employs 50 
persons. Nevertheless, I feel that even 
that small number i-hould be something 
to go after in pr·oviding employment. 

I would say, Sir, that quite apart 
from what the Governor in Council 
might do in the matter of investigating 
the industries that should be establishect. 
I can mention th;tt there is already 
under v.ery active investigation the 
E:stalhlishment of a local brewery. Then 
t her~ is the establishme nt of a moclern 
soap fa ctory and of one to manufacture 
rr.argarine and veg<,table compounds. So 
Government is enc-our a,ging people to 
come forward and f.stablish these indus
tries in which they see there is a dis
tinct possibiti ty . of their being fironom
'ical. 

The hon. Member. Mr. Macnie, has 
moved an amendment which would give 

----

the motion a mueh wider scope. He 
Suggests there should he an all-out 
enquiry into industries as a whole. I 
want to say that we had in this Colony 
in 1953 the Br.itid·, Industrial Mission 
and, 1 t hink, they did quite a thorough 
job in investigati.ng possible industries 
in the Caribbe,m area. I have their 
report with me here, and it is quite a 
document to reacl. I am not aware that 
hon. Members have s,een it, but it seems 
to me that this document contains mucti 
of the basic in-forrMtion the hon. Mem
ber, Mr. Macn.ie, would want the Gov
ernor in Council to investigate. I do 
feel that if the hon. Mov,er says we must 
investigate the manufacture of paint, 
that is one mentioned by the British 
Industrial Mission in their repbrt. I 
do feel that if we go off at a tangent 
we would merely be covering the sam<:l 
ground as the Industrial Mission had 
covered and possibly with much mon, 
success than we t;an do it. · 

I am prepared, Sir, to gather all 
the information I can and send it on to 
the T·rade Commissioners mentioned in 
the motion, together with the other 
factors , such as the assistance which 
the industry might obtain under our 
Indust ries Encouragement Ordinance 
,ind relief from ,income tax, So to
gether with the s tatistics of the imports 
of the nearby territories, I think, the 
T.rade Commissioners would be in a 
position to interest industria:lists to 
come here and investigate the project. 
In vi,ew of the establishment of th~ fac
tory in Trinidad I hardly think, how
ever, that indnstrialists would be at
tracted to come here and put up a 
factory, especially as we have no re
sources that would be able to compete 
and outbid the Trinidad factory in th~ 
market. That is how the matter ap
pears to me. Nevertheless there is no 
point in s:iying· it cannot be done. We 
,vill get together all the faets and in
formation and send t hem to the Trade 
Commissioners which. this motion has 
asked to be done. 
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Mr. Smellie : I do n'Ot know 
whether the hon. the Financial Secre
tary has overlooked the first part of th':) 
motion which says: 

''Recommends t'hat the Governor in 
Council investigate the possibilities of 
establishing in the Colony a factory fo~ 
the manufacture <Jf rpaints and related 
materials; and if such iri.yestigation b 
favourable to approach the Trade Com-

• • t) m1ss1oners .... 

It seems to me, if I may say so with 
due respect, the hon. the Finandal Sec
retary has rather committed himself to 
bring the matter to the notit:•e of the 
Trade Commissioners before the Gov
ernor in Council bas investigated it. 

Mr; Speaker: I would like to say 
how the position appears to me. I have 
heard Memlbers' -contri'butions to t'he 
debate, and I cannot anticipate what the 
result of the division would be. It has 
to be divided on because I shall have to 
put the amendment as well as the motion. 
As I see it, I think that if the hon. 
:Mover would adopt t he amendment, or 
part of it, a good many Members would 
agree with that 0r,ing done. I th ink 
we may be able to get one motion, and 
this is what I am suggesting. Such 
motion should read : 

"T'nat this Council respectfully recom
mends Cnat the Governor in Council 
investigate the possibilities of estabhshing 
in fue Colony new minor industries, 
especially the manufacture of paints and 
related materials; :md if such investigation 
is favourable to approach the Trade Com
missioners for the iBrritish West Indies, 

"British Guiana and ,Br itish Honduras in 
the United Kingdom and Canada with a 
view to their interesting persons or con
cerns in estabJi:,hing such industries in 
the Colony.'' 

If the hon. Mover adopts that 
suggestion, embracing the idea of other 
industries. I think we would reach 
agreement. How does that app-ear to 
hon. Members? I am afraid that if 
the matter goes to a division, supposing 
by any chance some ·Members prefer the 
amendment, it may leave the hon. 

Mover's paint far.1.ory · hanging in tha 
air. By embraciug both motion and 
amendment it does not des.troy the value 
of the original motion, and it incor
porates what some hon. Members are 
in favour of. How will that do? 

The Attorney General: It cannot 
do, Sir. I cannot see how the hon. 
Member's original motion might be lost. 
That is an expression of opinion. 

Mr. Speaker : I cannot anticipate 
t hat. I will do anything hon. Members 
like. 

Rev. Mr. Bobb: I would like t'o 
have an opportunity to answer some 0£ 
the points raised. 

Mr. Speaker: I canll'ot put the mo
t ion this afternoon as you -have the right 
to reply, and the time for the adjourn
ment has come. As I s-ee it, we may be 
abl-e to effect a compromise by embody
ing both motion aud amendment in one 
motion. 

Rev. Mr. Bobb: May I r eply to Your 
Honour's obser.vation ? I have been 
benefited by thE; very generous sug
gestion's" which have come from all 
quarters of this Council, and I am 
fully convinced that the motion should 
remain as it is. 

Mr. Speaker: You ar e convinced 
that the motion would be carried! 

Rev. Mr. Bobb: I would like to give 
due credit when the time comes for me 
to reply to all that has been said. But 
just in answer to Your Honour's sug
gestion, I say it is m(Y desir,e to let my 
original motion remain as it is. 

Mr. Speaker: You know bow easy 
it is for a Member to s,J)€iak in favour 
of a motion and not vote a,t all. 

The Financial Secretary: I would 
ask that we continue the debate and not 
adjourn now. 

·-- - -~-
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Mr. Macnie · : May I have an op·· 
portunity to reply to the debate _now'? 

Mr. Speaker: I am not quite sure 
that you should reply now, or that the 
hon. Mover should l'eply to his motion 
this ,afternoon. I do not know if I should 
allow a reply to th (! amendment because 
it is not consistent with the motion. 

Mr. Macnie: May I explain, that I 
only wish to reply to Your Honour's ob
servation and not to the amendment. I 
have no intention of speaking on the 
motion again, and 1 will not be available 
for t he rest of th,~ week. 

l\fr. Speaker: Very well, the hon. 
Membei· may proce~d. 

Mr. Macnie: Your Honour, I 
wish to make this clear. I have 
no intention of speaking about 
minor industries. My hope is fo1 
the establishment of new industries
and large ones, not only minor ones. I 
deliberately avoided the use of the word 
"minor"; there is no question of "minor". 
My other observation touching the ques
tion of my amrn<lment is that the 
Go~rnor in Council should not be 
limited in their investigations to paint 
only. I am not suggesting, however, 
that paint should not be examined. 

Rev. Mr. Bobb: Will you permit me 
to reply, Your Honour? 

M1·. Speaker The hoa,. Member 
~ay do so. 

Rev. Mr. Bobb: I will say in a few 
sentences that I thank all the hon. Mem
bers for t heir very valuable contribu
tions. It is difficult to s ingle out any 
particular contrib11tion for special men
tion. There are a few things to which I 
would like to refer, beginning with the 
amenqm,ent b;v tl1e hon, Mr. Maeni-e, .I 

do not think that my motion excludes 
the Govt;irnor in Council examining 
other industries. This motion deals with 
something specifir,, and the point of view 
of most Members seems to be that the 
motion should be withdrawn as regards 
examination of thi,1 particular industry, 
and give way to one dealing with all new 
industries. But this motion does not 
exclude the examination of new in
dustries. 

There is one thing I did not men
tion in my op·ening remarks, ,and that is 
the fact that there is a great psycho
logicn I reason fol' this motion being ac
cepted. 

Mr. Speaker: It is limited tx> paint, 
but it mentions " by.;products," of 
course. 

Rev. Mr. Bobb: "Related materials.'' 

Mr. Speaker: That is even more re
stricted. 

Rev. Mr. Bobb: So far as the minor 
indus,tries are concerned-I am referr
ing to the remarks of Mr. Farnum-it 
seems to me that they are in very good 
hands. We are concerned with paint now 
and I want to emphasise ,that. When the 
time comes for ns to make a start with 
other industries I am sure that support 
would not be lacking. 

I want to say finally that we should 
deal with this motion now and take 
others when they eome up later. I am 
not so hopeful that we are going to have 
much money made available within the 
country to develop British Guiana, so 
that our hope must be for money to come 
from outside. If we are going to grant 
the concessions usually accorded to new 
enterprises, we have at least one thing 
on which -we can base our confidence 
t ha.t this Government is going to do its 
aha.re to contribute towards the develop-
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(Rev. Mr. Bobb] 
ment of any industries which may 
come into bein½ during this Interim 
Government. In conclusion I desire to 
thank all those who have· contributed to 
this debate and given me the benefit of 
their views. 

Mr. Speaker : The amendment 
remains, the mover having decided not 
to incorpornte it in his motion. I will 
therefore put the question "That the 
words of the question stand as in t he 

.. 

original motion." Those are formal 
,rnrds which I hope hon. Members wnt 
try to understand. The effect of sayin~ 
"Aye" to t hat question would be to 
negative the amendment. I will now put 
the question. Motion put. 

I declare the "Ayes'' have it. The 
motion, as amended by the mover, is 
therefore car ried. Council will adjourn 
until Thursday next, 24th F ebnrnry, at 
2 p.m. 

J: 

\ 




