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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Friclay, 22nd ilforch, 1946. 

The Council met at 2 p.m., His 
Excellency the Governor, Sir Gordon 
Lethem, KC.M.G., President, in the 
Chair. 

PRESENT 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E, 
(Georgetown South). 

The Hon. C. R. Jacob, (North 
Western District). 

The Hon_ J. W. Jackson, O.B.E, 
(Nominated). 

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequibo River) 

The Hon. A. M. Edun (Nominated) 

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated) 

The Hon. C. P. Fen-eira (Berbice 
River) 

The President, His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir Gordon James Lethem. 
K.C.M.G.

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 
Mr. W. L. Heape, C.M.G. 

The Hon the Attorney General 
(Acting), Mr. F. W. Holder. 

The J-Ion. the Colonial Treasurer, 
M1·. E. F. McDavid, C.B.E. 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, O.B.E, 

K.C.,_ (New Amsterdam),

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, C.B.E, 
( Georgetown North) . 

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western 
Essequibo)'_ 

The Hon. J. L deAguiar (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nomi
nated). 

'The Hon. J.. B. Singh, O.B,E, 
(Demenira-Essequil.Jo) 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B,E, 

(Nominated). 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E, 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. T. T. Thompson (Nomi-
nated). 

The Clerk read prayers. 

The minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Thursday, 21st March, 
1946, as printed and circulated, were 
taken as •react and confirmed. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

FACTORIES BILL. 

Mr. EDUN asked and the COLON
IAL SECRET ARY laid over replies to 
the following questions:-

Q. 1-How long is it since the Factories
Bill Committee has submitted its 
report to Government? 

A. 1-The Report of the Committee on
Factories was submitted to u-ov
ernment on the !'6th of Mareh. 
1944'. 

Q. 2-Will Government state what i.i its
intention regarding this draft legis
lation, and how soon is it expected 
to submit the Bill to the Legislativ"' 
Council? 

A. 2--A draft Bill to give effect to the
recommendations of the Coniniit
tee has been prepared, and it is 
hoped to introduce it into Legisla
tive CouncU shortly-, 

' 
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SPIRIT SHOP HOURS 

Q. �-How long is it since the Spirit
Shop Hours Committee has sub

mitted its majority report to Gov• 
ernment? 

A. �-The majority report of the Spiril
Shop Hours Committee was receiv
ed by Government on the 2Hh 
December. 1945- The minority 
report was receive'd on the 3rd of 
January. 

Q. · 4-Wha.t is the reason for Goven-i
men t's action in not carrying out the 
recommendations of the majority 
report? 

A. 4--The reports, which deal with ,L:t
extremely complex matter, have 
had to be very carefully examined 
and considered by the various 
Departments of Government con
cerned, and this has necessarily 
taken some time. The reports will 
be presented to the Legislative 
Council as soon as possible. 

LEAVE PASSAGES REGULATIONS. 

The Councii resumed the debate 
on the following motion:-

That, with reference to the Governor's 
Message No. 16 dated 22nd January, 1946, 
this Council approves of the introduction 
of Leave Pas.sages· Regulations as indi•• 
cated in the Message, and undertakes to 
provide the necessary funds to give effect 
the•reto-

The PRES TD ENT: I was very 
glad to hear the considerable degree of 
::i.greement on the principle of this 
matter of officers taking leave outside 
the Colony, and particularly in Europe 
or North America. I had rather 
thought that there was a very 
considerable degree of opposition 
to this principle. Had I realised 
how much it was appreciatecl by 
Members of this Council, I neecl not 
perhaps have had to argue the matter 
so vigorously as I did on Thursday. 

The proposal of the Deputy Presi
clent. moreo,ver, was precisely what I 
have had in mind myself as an appro
priate action, and I had been ready to 
propose it myself if usefl11 in the light 

of the debate on the precise motion. I 
have therefore, instructed the Colonial 
Secretary to accept it, and we will pro
ceed accordingly. 

I would just like to say this, how
ever: Several observations were made 
yesterday that the matter turned largely 
on finance, and that any Committee 
would have to bear this in mind. Again, 
observations were made regarding the 
line which must be drawn somewhere 
between officers who might qualify for 
the full privilege, and others. I would 
point out that it is precisely with this 
kind of practical politics in view that 
Government had framed the proposed 
Regulations. These proposals had been 
discussed not once or twice,· but over a 
long period of monihs in Executive 
Council. and the matter had to be 
brought to a point by specific propose,!.. 

Government put forward the present 
proposals as a matiif'r of practical poli
tics, to get a first stP.!) taken in this 
essential maHer, and it was put forward 
quite definitely in the confident belief 
that it was within the financial powers 
of the Government, r,s well as being, as 
the SecrP.tary of State has put it, an 
imperative need. Government went as 
far as we felt we could safely go. 

Had w,� thought that the privilege 
could be widely extended throughout the 
";hole Service ·we would, of course, have 
been only too glad to put that up, but 
in our opinion it would have been rash 
and premature to do so. Nor did we 
think it either wise or useful to attempt 
to spread a little butter over the whole 
loaf and produce something which would 
be of very little value, and not meet the 
need we have been urging. If we are 
going to clo anything in the matter let 
us do something which will be useful, 
and which, if all went well, might be 
later extended. 

As I said yesterday, it is necessary 
to be realist. It may be very popular to 
say that everybody must have precisely 

Q 
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equal privileges, and that there must be 
no distinction whatever in the regula
tions and practice affecting Government 
servants. But we must be practical and 
realist. 

I mentioned fina.:ice as being impor
tant in this matter, and I think the com
ment was made ye!'lterday that that can 
only be satisfactorily handled if much 
more effectively in the hands of Mem
bers of this Council. But that is :inst 
v.hat I have been pressing on Members
of Council for fou:· years, and they have
not responded to my invitation. Had tl1ey
done so and set up five of themselves.
appointed from among themselves, and
not by me, with the Treasurer as their
adviser, shnll we say, a matter of this
kind would precisely have been one for
their consideration. It has only been on 
the failure of my suggestion that I have
had to be practical and make use of
Executive Council. You will find that
recorded in our minutes several times
over.

Ncrw we can take �n opportunity to do 
that by a Commitee of this Council. As 
it is, Executive Com1c:il had considered 
this matte!', r,nd the present proposal as 
one within our financial power, has been 
nut forward. I am not prepa,red to say 
that any considerable extension of it is 
so within 01.11: financial power. Members 
will observe that in the endeavour to 
expand, as in the amendments put fo:·
warrl on Thursday, we had to make ce·r
tain reductions. But to expand very 
much further and still keep the total 
expenditure within manageable limits 
will not be simple, and may only too 
likely result in something which will not 
really take us forward in the principal, 
ob,jective, which is the high quality of 
the Civil Service. Let us keep that in 
mind. 

I have two further comments on 
Thursdays' debate. One is the point 
made by the hon. the Fifth Nominatetl 
Member, that the grant of le:.1.\'e 
passages is not necessarily a solution. 

T.hat may be so. The only real solution 
would be to exercise a good deal more 
drastic control over an officer's leave 
arrangements. That certainly was so 
when I joined the Colonial Service. 1

served under the rule whereby officer» 
were not allowed to stay more than a 
certain maximum time on duty, except 
with quite special authority granted. 
Officers were in fact ordered on leave 
according to a roster kept in the 
particular Department, or whatever it 
was, with the deliberate object oi 
working at maximum efficiency. I 
remember very well at the end of my 
first tour in Colonial Service being 
engrossed in a certain piece of work 
which involved the mappings, assas..1 
ment and administration of quite a 
large city, and I very dearly wanted· 
to round it off. My senior officer in 
effect said to me: ''My boy, you will 
do the job twice as well if you get 
away and have leave and then come 
back to it.·, I believe that policy to be 
absolutely •right. Moreover, officers 
were very strongly encouraged, antl 
sometimes even ordered, to pursue 
some refresher courses when on leave. 

However if the g,rant of leave pas
ages is not necessarily in itself a 
complete and perfect solution, it is 
going quite a long way towards it, 

and I would have no hesitation what

soever in saying that after a f�w 
years we will be getting somewhere 
towards what we want, and that is a 
high quality service. 

The other comment is as to offi
cers brought in from abroad. I was 
very glad to fjnd the general agree
ment that this Council should be 
prepared to be liberal whenever it is 
necessary to secure and keep such 
officers when justified, and I obset·ved 
that several Members said that ::ill 
Government had to do was to come to 
Council and put up any particula1· 
case on its merits. I shall be very 
happy to do so, when and if necessary. 

j 
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We will then proceed as quickly 
as possible to appoint a Committee if 
that is accepted by the Resolution, 
and ask them to get on with it as 
quickly as possible. I do want some 
t1ecision on this matter, and though I 
have said very definitely that I regard 
the major factor to be that of the 
general benefit to the local officer, and 
that is the long view of this matter, 
nevertheless I have certain immediate 
things to settle- We want, for example, 
a Commissioner of the Interior; we 
want trained Geologists with practical 
experience: we have money for a 
forestry division, but we cannot get a 
trained Forestry officer. I am told 
that Guiana stands absolutely last on 
the list of preference, and that in 
spite of its vast technical interest. 
I am being forced therefore to resort 
to the expedient of temporary appvint
ments on short contract, the disadv:in
tage of which was so clearly put by 
the hon. Member for Georgetown 
North, and emphasised by the Colonial 
Secreta,ry when he pointed out that it 
simply means we get a good man, aml 
as soon as 1he has really got a grip of 
his job, off he goes, and we lose the 
continuity which we often say we 

want. 

I would not propose to appoint 

the Committee straight-away, but as 

Executive Council has dealt with this 
matter previously, consult them at the 
next meeting as to the composition and 
terms of reference, and the celerity 
with which we can get a 1·eport. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: Before the 
hon. Member speaks may I make a sug
gestion that we consider the advisability 
of the Council as a whole being appointed 
a Committee to consider the matter? I 
feel that if you limit the number there 
may be objections which would be 
undesirable. Why not consider the 
advisability of the Unofficial Members oJ 
the Cou11cil sitting as a (;qrnmittee? 

The PRESIDENT: Can you guar
antee any results? 

'1:r. WOOLFORD: I think you 
would have better results than if the 
number were limited. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: In view of what 
Your Excellency has just said I do not 
think any useful purpose would be 
served by my addressing the Council 
today on this subject. I may say that I 
was going to suggest tha,t the prnposal 
before the Council is one which might 
either be accepted as it stands· or reject
ed, but it seems to me that as the desire 
is to appoint a Committee perhaps that 
might be the best ccur-se to adopt, 
although I have very grave doubts about 
that. VVe have had put before us the 
question of the present financial s-ituation 
of the Colony. Several Members have 
referred to it, but if as I understand the 
desire for the appointment of a Commit
tee is to extend the proposal now before 
the Council, I visualize that when it 
comes back before the Council it will 
be rejected without further considera
tion. If that is the purpose for asking 
for a Committee what is the good of 
wasting any more time on it? 

I do not propose to speak on the 
amendment at all. If the idea behind 
the appointment of a Committee is to 
extend the scope of leave passages then 
we are going to be faced with the ques
tion whether the Cclony can afford the 
expenditure involved. Speaking off-nand 
I am inclined to the view that we may 
arrive at the very sane conclu,sion that 
the bill would be too large, as it would 
embrace perhaps the whole Service, and 
I cannot see how this Council or Govern
ment could consider such a proposal. I:f 
that is going to be the position let us 
face it. Let us consider the motion 
before tihe Councii now and eithel' 
accept or reject it. Personally I think 
there are many points in favour of giv
ing the original motion favourable 
consideration. There are certain Mem
bers who have made a storm in a teapot 
over the proposal, but I do, not see any 
think at all unreasonal)le about it. 
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Reference was made to the recent 
re-classification and rev1s10n of the 
salary scales of the entire Civil Service. 
It must be remembered that some of the 
scales fixed were designed to improve 
the position of those officers in the lowe1· 
branches of the Service. It was �t delib
erate act. I do not think it. can be said 
that officers in the senior branches of 
the Service ,received consideration on the 
same scale as those on the lower scales, 
and to refer to the revision nf salaries 
as an argument against the pro·posal is, 
in my opinion, nothing short of drawing 
a red herring across the trail. In my 
opinion the grant of leave passages is a 
con,sideration to officers who are called 
upon to c�rry heavy responsibility, and 
I do not think it can truthfully be said 
that those in the lo•wer branches of the 
Service are officers who are called upon 
at any time to cany responsibHity com
parable in any degree with that of 
senior officers. 

We are too prone in thi$ country to 
listen to every bit of tittle-tattle and 
agitation that goes on around us .. I 
received a Jetter from the Trades Unio11 
Council only this morning. They were 
quite right to make representations. 
The Civil Service Association has also 
made representations. Whither are we 
drifting with all these representations? 
How are we going to carry on the affairs 
of Government if we are to have organ
izations of this kind unduly interfering 
with the Administration of this 
country? What arguments do they 
advance against this proposal? I 
respectfully submit that most of 
the arguments put f.orwa.rd . are 
selfish. To put it quite bluntly, the 
attitude adopted is "If I do i10t get i1J 
you must not get it.'' That is how 1 
sum up the arguments· -advanced by both 
of those o·rganizations which have made 
representations to Gove·mment. I sub
mit that that is not the proper way to 
consider this matter. 

Reference ha,s been made to the 
history of the scheme which is quite 
clear. The proposal, as originall,y put) 
forward, is nothing new. It was in 

existence before, but owing to financial 
stringency it was a:bandoned in 1927, 
and for very good reason too. Those of 
us who recall the state of the world and 
particularly of thi•s country in 1927 will 
realize only too well that the decision to 
abandon such a facility to civil servants 
was a move which could not be avoided. 
As a matter of fact other retrenchments 
were made. I do not think that any 
Member of this Council or the public 
can honestly say that the financial posi
tion of this Colony in 1946 is worse t4_an 
it was in 1927. If I were asked to 
expres:s an opinion I would certainly say 
that our position today is very much 
stronger than it was in 1927. I reme_m
ber only too well that in those days_ if 
this Government had to spend a paltry 
sum of $500 it had to consider very care
fully to find out whether an equivalent 
sum would be recouped from revenue 
before that expenditure co,uld be 
incurred. We are not in that position 
today. Our financial position is· flexible, 
very buoyant, and we can afford to take 
chances. I submit that this is a case in 
which justice would be done if the orig
inal proposal should receive the favour
able consideration of this Council. 

Let us be fair to those men who 
have carried the responsibility that was 
askect of them. I think one hon. 
Member referred yestercfay afternoon to 
what would happen if all the senior 
officers in respo,nsible positions went 
abroad at the present time, and I think 
he quite rightly referred to the number 
of acting appointments which would 
ensue. The answer to that is this: We 
must remember that we have just passed 
through a period of six years of wal' 
during which none of those officers, could 
go a,broad. In some very special cases 
local leave for two months had to be 
given to certain officers. Am I to under
stand that because they could not go 
abroad they should now be deprived of 
the opportunity of doing so if they find 
themselves in a position to take leave? 
It s·eems to me that we should not 
deprive those officers who wish to go on 
leave during this time of the opportunity 

to do so. The only hope I would like 
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to express is that it will be possible to 
find suitable officers to carry on during 
their absence, or that suita·ble arrange
ments will be made for their work to be 
carried on during their absence. But I 
submit that that is no argument that 
should be put. up at this stage. 

There is a suggestion I would like 
to make. If it is the desire of this 
Council that this privilege should be 
extended to other branches of the 
Service I think the step we should take 
is to accept the motion in principle an,1 
then appoint a Committee so that 
it could inquire into all . the 
questions raised by hon. Members and 
more particularly how much the Colony. 
can afford in extending the privilege. 
It seems to me that that would be the 
correct course to take, but to postpone 
our decision o,n the matter is, in my 
opinion, postponing the adoption of the 
principle involved. 

The PRESIDENT: The amend
ment I have authorized the Colonial 
Secretary to move does just that. We 
are asking the Council to approve the 
principle and then go on.· 

Mr. de AGUIAR: Now that Jon· 
have referred to it., sir, and I have had 
an opportunity to glance through it, I 
do not think the amended motion goes 
even as far as what I have in mind. I 
am not so sure that this amended 
motion accepts the implication involved. 
In Your Excellency's Message the pro
pos1als are very clearly outlined. The 
amended motion must not only acce1,t 
the principle of the motion before 
the Council but Government's propo
:;al as contained in Your Excellency's 
Message, with the proviso that 
a Committee be appointed to go 
into the que,stion as to how far 
or to what extent the proposal 
could be carried. If that is the decis
ion I would accept it because it seems 
to me that we would be taking a step 
in the direction in which I think we 
would like to travel, but merely to brush 
aside the motion and let the matter Le 
considered by a Committee and to come 

back to the CotH'lC!l with proposals on a 
very wide scale which may not be 
accepted, would be to destroy the whole 
idea, and our discussion both yesterday 
and today would be a waste of time_ 

There is one further point I wish 
to make. We cannot_regard the expendi
ture on leave passages as capital expendi
ture by any means; it is a working 
expenditure. In my opinion there is no 
difference in paying the passage of a 
senior officer than in giving him a special 
allowance which Government has done in 
the past. I think the proposal in the 

. motion would give us an opportunity to 
obtain suitable officers for the Civil 
Service of this Colony. I support it_ on 
all grounds. One ground is that if we 
have to obtain the services of officers 
abroad in order to carry out special work 
in this Colony we are not in a position 
to offer them conditions similar to those 
obtaining elsewhere. If we accept the 
proposal in the motion we would have 
a better chance of o:btaining the servfoes 
of such officers. 

On the other hand there are senior 
officers in the Service who would be 
afforded an opportunity to go abroad 
and learn something for the improve
ment of their work. There are several 
such officers who, while on leave, havl.l 
taken the opportunity to pursue cour�es 
cf study abroad which have been of con
siderable benefit to the Colony. The 
Commissioner of Local Government is 
one of those office•rs. We have had Police 
officers who have gone abroad and taken 
refresher courses while on leave. Per
haps hon. Members do not know that, or 
if they know it they do not want to admit 
it. Whichev€r way we look at the pro
posal, whether from the point of view_ of 
an officer f:rom abroad or from 
the point of view of a local o;fficer 
in a responsible position, it seems to me 
that this Colony would obtain the maxi-. 
mum amount of benefit, and the e�pemli
ture would be well worth while. 

The proposal before the Coundl 
involv€s an expenditu,re of between five 
and six thousand pounds per annum. 
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That may sound a lot, but placed along
side the emoluments of the same offic_en, 
it will be found that it represents a very 
small percentage o,f their annual salaries. 

It must ·l?e remembered that these 
Officers are not going on furlough 
every year. They have to do so in 
accoraance with the Leave Regulations. 
If you work on the salaries of the 
Officers over the period it would be 
found that the expenditure which works 
out between £5,000 and £6,000 per 
annum represents a very small per
centage of the emoluments of these 
Ofi,ficers. If that is true then it seems 
we are me•rely quibbling over some
thing we should give as a benefit to 
these people. Before I take my seat

_. 
I 

would like to know whether the am-,nd
ed motion to which Your Excellency 
drew my attention will 112.ve the object 
in view. I am a little doubtful whether 
Government will have the authority 
to act on the motion .. What I have in 
mind is something like this: 

"With refcrc'nc� to Governor's Message 
No- 16 dated 22nd. January, 1946, this 
Council approves in principle of the 
scheme of free and assisted passages. 

And this Council further recommends 
that a Committee of the Council consider 
how far and where the benefits of the; 
Regulations may be extended to include 
Officers of a lower status than !:hose 
embraced by the Regulaticns." 

After the motion is accepted in 
principle so that Government can ace 
on it, then this Council further recom
mrnds the appointment of the Com
mit tee to go into the question in onlcr 
to see how far and to what extent the 
be1•efits of the Regulations may be 
extended to include Officers of a io\\·
er status than those embraced by the 
Message. There is, however, no amend
me.nt before the Council. Perhaps the 

, hor1. the Colonial Secretary would 
move it. 

The PRESIDENT: Would the hon. 
Member like to move that? 

''That, with reference to the Govern
or's Message No. 16 dated 22nd January, 
1946, this Council approves of the 
introduction of Leave Passages Regula
tions as indicated in the Message\ and 
undertakes to provide the necessru:y 
funds to give effect thereto; 

And this Council further approves and 
recommends the appointment of a Com
mittee of the Council to consideT how 
far and to what extent the benefits of 
the Regulations may be extended to 
include officers of lower status than 
those embraced by the Regulations." 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I 
�econd that. 

The PRESIDENT: Really the 
· amendment as proposed by the hon.
Member for Central Demerara follows
the wording of the motion on the
Orde1· Paper, and then goes on to the
-recommendation. Mr. Deputy Pre3i
dent, you are the original instigator,
we. can now take it. I take it the hon.
Mover is agreeable to that. I� is only
adding to and making quite clear the
terms of reference.

Mr. GONSALVES: I do not under
stand it that way. I understand that 
the motion we are accepting is the 
original motion as it stands and this is 
cnly a rider to tha,t. That is what I 
understand from the trend of the dis
cussion- Do not let us get away with 
it that way. I am not going to agree 
to that amendment. 

Mr. LEE: The hon. Member for 
Central Demerara is trying to get us 
by his amendment to accept the Gov
ernor's Message and then the Com
mittee will be appointed to consid.er 
whether the lower Officers should be 
included. That is not the object. 

Mr. de AGUIAR : That is what I 
understand, 

The PRESIDENT: Let us go on 
with the debate. 

Mr. ROTH: Sir, I regret I cannot 
Mr. de AGUIAR: 

move-
Then, s1r, I subscribe to what appears to be the 

majority opinion on this Council which, 
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I venture to suggest, in some cases is 
motivated by ignorance. I am not in 
favour of the appo,intment of a 
Select Committee because I cannot see 

· that Junior Office,rs of the Civil Ser•
vice should be granted these free pas
sages. The commercial firms do not
give the office-boy and the junior
clerks the same privileges and per
quisites as a,re given to the Seniors
and, therefore, I do not see why the
Junior Civil Servants should have the
same privileges as the Seniors. There
is a saying in this country which runs
thus: "Paying for onels footing.'' Ldl
the Junior Civil Servants pay for their
footing and, if they are worthwhile,
they can look forward to these free
passages on obtaining senior posts.
Furthermore, I am almost confident
that if we include the lower ,ranks the
cost of the scheme would ultimately
become prohibitive and in the long run
no one would benefit. I intend to sup
port the original motion, as it stands,
without any amendment.

Mr. LEE: Speaking on the motion 
as moved by the hon. Member for Cen
tral Demerara, I feel that the hon. 
Member is trying to compare the posi
tion of 1927 with the present position 
but he has forgotten that in 19�'1 
there was a depression. How, as a com
mercial man in this country, is he 
going to show to this Council that 
there will be a depression in the next 
two or three years? He has not review
ed the past two years and shown 
what deficiency we will have to meet 
in 1948 and 1949. When we had money 
we agreed to give the Civil Servant.,; 
free passages, but the depression came 
and we had to go begging and asking 
for certain things to be done away 
with. The same thing may occur again. 
We have had a deficiency of nearly a 
half million dolla,rs ($500,000) i·,1 
l!J45 and in 1946 we will have a defic
iency of $3,500,000, but he has notl 
dealt with tha,t. If expenditure is to 
go on in the same way-we cannot say 
whether Government will take away 
the War Bonus or reduce it-and W9 

have the sam� commitments and there 
is not the revenue to meet it there 
must be a deficiency. 

The question is, can we afford thi.s 
expenditure? If Government is certain 
that we can afford it for a period of 
ten continuous years from now, then 
1 say it is a good thing to do. I �m 
not saying that the men are not 
entitled to go abroad and refresh them
selves. But can we afford it? I am not 
talking about the difference hetween 
the higher and lower ranks of Civil 
Se,rvants. I know that some Senior 
Officers work in office and also at homtl 
and are entitled to ::;ome such benefit as 
is proposed. I would subscribe to the 
views of certain Member,:; that if Gov
ernment desires to employ an efficient 
officer and in order to obtain him has 
to offer special conditions, let Govern
ment come to this Council and, I am 
sure, this Council would vote the 
money. It is all very well to say 
increase salaries and increase 
\Var Bonus, but can the Colony·a 
revenue stand such increases? 

On the last occasion you, sir, saL:1 
that we will not go begging for the 
nex:t ten years which, I felt, was as 
the result of your experience, but thti 
Colony·s revenue has fallen consider
ably. Are Members of this Council 
going to consider what will happen in 
1947, ,1948, ,1949? Are we to come 
back to have this thing removed? I sa.y, 
if we are going to do something fo:: 
the benefit of the Senior Officers we 
must know that we can afford it. 

Mr. GONSALVES: I am going to 
use this opportunity of the amendment 
in order to say what I want in reply 
to the hon. the Sixth Nominated Mem
ber as regards some help being given 
to the Juniors. I endeavoured to 
get informati◊in yesterday, and as a 
result I understood that a man joining 
the Service at the age of eighteen years 
will take thirteen years to reach 
a salary of $100 per month. Is 
it reasonable to ask a man to give 

., 



· l.r 

2653 Leave Passages LEGISLATIVE Cou'Ncl:t Reguta.tions· 26M 

thi·rteen years' service and on obtain
ing leave he is not to be entitled to 
get some assistance as regards his 
passage to spend his holiday abroad? 
Should he not be entitled to some kind 
of consideration? 

The PRESIDENT: The position 
is, we have the original motion, the 
Mover of which is quite prepared to 
accept the addition as proposed by the 
hon. Member for Central Demerara. 
We have nq other actua� amendment 
in front - of us in words except that 
pro,posed but not actually moved, a 
copy of which was circulated to Mem
bers with the Order Paper. I think it 
does not go as far as the amendment 
proposed by the hon. Memlber for Cen
tral Demernra. It me,rely Gays
" approves in general principle" and 
suggests reference to a Committee. 

Mr. GONSALVES: If it is not too 
late I would take this opportunity to 
move that amendment. 

The PRESIDENT: The hqn. the 
Colonial Secretary does not propose to 
move it. Are you prepared to move it'! 

Mr. GONSALVES: I thought the 
hon. Mover had accepted the amend
ment in deference to the wishes of the 
majority. Your Excellency suggested it 
yesterday. 

The PRESIDENT: If you like to 
move it you can do so. 

Mr. GONSALVES: I prefer to 
give preference to the Mover. 

The PRESIDENT: As you repre
sent one point of view and the hon. 
Member for Central Demera:ra ,repre
sents another point of view, Govern
ment will stand back and give you the 
courtesy of the right of way. 

Mr. GONSALVES: Then I beg to 
move it. 

The PRESIDENT: Therefore we 
have two aimendments in front of us. 
Would the hon. Mover care to speak:/ 

The COLONIAL SECRET ARY: Yes, 
sir; I would like to say that 1 
am indebted to the hon. Merp.ber fot

Georgetown North, Mr. Sel,lford, and 
the hon. Member for Central Demerara, 
Mr. de Aguiar, because I think they· 
brought the whole problem to a 
head. In other words, many Members 
have said "We agree in principle that 
Off.icers should get Leave Passages. 
The Government, as Your Excellency 
has told this Council, has put a practi
cal proposal before Members. If Mem
bers want that proposal expanded then 
you would. be hedged around with the 
greatest of difficulties, because some 
hon- Members want to go so far as to 
kill the proposal and others want to go 
so far as is fully justifiable. There
fore, a Committee will have an acutely 
difficult task in reconciling the extreme 
points of view so that when this Coun
cil has to deal with the mo,tion it will 
have sufficient MernJbers to pass it. 
In other words, if you appoint a Com
mittee without any limits or terms of 
,reference at all, then I am afraid the 
motion will die and the original pro-' 
posal will never come into effect. 

U is just a question as to how far 
you can draw the line. The Government 
does not want to say "These people 
cannot get it," but says "We must 
have Leave Passages but we can only 
afford them to a certain number." 
None of us knows how much it is 
going to cost. We can only guess and, I 
say to Members, if you really want leave 
Passages to be given, as most of you 
say, in principle then let us pass wh�.t 
the Government, what His Excellency, 
the Colonial 1freasurer and myself 
have taken two and a half years to 
think out. His Excellency, the Colonial 
Treasurer and myself know far 
more about Government staff 
matters than hon. Members I see the 
hon. Member for North-Western Dis
trict is laughing. What we have put 
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befo.re this Council is what most Col
onies are doing. What we have put 
before Members is a reasonable and 
practical solution. I say, let us try it, 

You may fincl it very much cheaper 
than we told you. If it is cheaper, then 
by all means expand it. Appoint your 
Committee to consider the best m�ans 
of doing so. I agree with the amend
ment by the hon. Member for Central 
Demerara. It is the fairer one and is 
the acid test of tpis Council's inten
tion-

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Unfortunately 
the hon. Member for G.eo,rgetovvn 
North is not here. He was under the 
impression yesterday afternoon that if 
this motion is given effect to it would 
only affect Officers who are going to 
join the Service. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: 1 
can cor-rect the hon. Member. I was 
speaking to the hon. Member fo;i.· 
Georgetown North. Tnat is entirely 
wrong. He told me he was entirely in 
favour of the Message as put. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I do not think 
the hon. Member for Georgetown 
North understood it would affec� 

everybody in the Service. The hon
Mermber for Demerara River was pres
ent and can support the impression 
made. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
hon. Mr. Seaford, as a Member of the 
Executive Council, knows all about it, 
and he was a member of the sub-com-' 
mittee. I think the hon. Member is 
entirely wrong. 

The PRESIDENT: I really do not 
think the hon. Member could have gone 
away with that impression. We will 
ask him. The simplest way is to put the 

second amendment by the hon Mem
ber for Central Demerara against the 
amendment on the Order Paper which 

does not go so far. 

Mr. -LEE: May I be permitted to 
refer to the procedure? There are 
two amendments, and unless you 
abandon the original motion-

The PRESIDENT: We are now 
only putting the amendment with this 
addition and the other amendment. I 
will just have the vote on the two 
amendments. I, therefore, put the 
amendment moved by the hon. Mem
ber for Central Demerara embracing 
the original wording of the motion 
with the addition of the appointment 
of the Committee. 

Mr. de AGUIAR's amendment put, 
and the Council divided, the voti.ng 
being as follows:-

For: Messrs. Roth, Dr. Singh, <le 
Aguiar, the Colonial Treasure•r, the 
Atto,rney-tGeneral, and the Colonial 
Secretary-6. 

Against: Messrs. Thompson, Fer
reira, Edun, Lee, Jackson, Jacob, Gon
salves, Percy C. Wight, Austin, Gri.tch
lo,w, C. V. Wight, Woolford.-12. 

The PRESIDENT: The amend-
ment is rejected by 12 votes to 6. 
I now, therefore, put as the substan
tive motion in the form as circulatccl 
with the Order Paper, the amendment 
by the hon. Member for Georgetown 
South (Mr. Gonsalves,). 

Amendment put, . and the Council 
divided, the voting being as follows:-

For: Messrs. Thompson, Ferr�ira, 
Edun, Jackson, Gonsalves, Austin, 
Dr. Singh, Critchlow, deAguiar, C. V. 
Wight, Woolford, the Colonial Treasur
er, the Attorney-General and the 
Colohial Secretary-14. 

Against: Messrs. Lee, Jacob, and 
Percy C- Wight--3. 

Did not vote: Mr. Roth-1. 

Motion ca11ried. 
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The PRESIDENT: The motion as 
circulated today is accepted in princi
ple. It asks for the appointment of a 
Committee which I shall proceed to do 
as early as possible and see if they can 
produce something which must be 
practical but more acceptable to this 
Council. I shall consult the Deputy 
President as to his ,,uggestion of a 
Committee of the whole Council. 
Yesterday most Members who spoke 
sug,gested a small Committee with the 
idea of being practical and then the 
matter will come back to this Council 
as a whole. 

RICE PRODUCERS ASSOCIATION BILL. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I 
move that the following Bill be read 
a first time:-

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to 
provide for the establishment of the, 
British Guiana Rice Producers Ass·:>cia
tion and for purposes connected there-, 
with.'' 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY sec
onded, 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the first time. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER gave 
notice that at the next or a subsequent 
meeting he would move that the Bill 
be read a second time. 

SUMMARY JURISDICTION (OFFENCES) 
(AMENDMENT) BILL. 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I 
move that the following Bill be read a 
first time:-

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance further 
to amend the Swnmary Jurisdiction 
(Offences) Ordinance by increasing the, 
imprisonment which may be awarded for 
larceny of bicycles and similar offanceS! 
in relation thereto; by prohibiting kite -
flying in Georgetown and New Amste"
dam; by providing for the imposition of 
penalties on persons smoking on wharves 
in contravention of a notice forbidding 
such smoking; by prohibiting roller
skating on public ways in Georgetown 

and New Amsterdam and on public coads; 
by providing for the imp·osition of penal
ties for the release of animals lawfully 
seized to be impounded as strays and for 
the wtlawful rescue or release of :mch 
animals when impounded; and by making 
further provision for the control of 
brothels." 

Mr. WOOLFORD seconded. 

Question put, and agreed Ao. 

Bill read the first time. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE, 
JANUARY-MARCH, 1946. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Sir, 
I beg to move: 

That, this Council approves of the 
Schedule of Additional Provision for 
January to March, 1946, which has been 
laid on the table. 

Before I move that the Council 
resolve itself into Committee to con
sider this supplementary estimate I 
would point out that the total of the 
estimate is $314,972.42, of which 
about $134,000 relates to items on the 
Development and Welfare budget. The 
remaining $180,000 comprises a num
ber of large items of re-votes, and a 
few smaller items which have become 
necessary since the main estimates 
were passed. I move that the Council 
resolve itself into Committee to con
sider the Schedule. 

COUNCIL IN COMMITTEE. 

AGRICULTURE. 

32 A.-Fishing Industry Develop
,-ment, $10,582.68. 

Mr. JACOB: May 1 ask what is 
the present position as regards assist
ance to the fishing industry by way 
of removal of some of the high duties 

on materials used in connection with 

the industry, such as seine twine, tar 
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etc? I understood it was the inten
tion of Government to do something, 
and I think this is an opportune time 
to make some eff'ort to ,help the indus
try. This loan is useful up to a po,int, 
but something more is needed to 
enable the fishermen to maintain their 
nets and carry on the industry in a 
satisfactory manner-

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The 
hon. Member has made that point before, 
and I do not think any final decision 
has been arrived at as to whether or 
not we should amend the Customs Ordi
nance in that direction. The Couneil 
will remember that there have been 
objections to an amendment which 
would affect items which are not only 
used by the fishing industry. However, 
I can say that it has !been decided 
that any specific cases requ1nng' 
assistance by way of refund of duty 
should be dealt with ad hoc by the 
Advisory Committee, and that money 
should be g,ranted to individuals to 
enable them to meet any particular 
charge.. That is my re.collection of 
the last decision. 

Mr. JACOB: That would mean the 
granting of loans-not free grants. 

The CHAIRMAN: Free grants to 
cover the duty that was paid. 

Mr. JACOB: I am very much 
against assisting individuals or a parti
cular set of individuals. If Govern
ment wants to help the indus
try it must organize the help 
in such a way that everyone 
connected with the industry will receive 
.that help. If it is felt that by remov
ing the duty on say fishing twine a 
couple of hundred pounds of duty 
free twine would he used for other 
purposes with some loss of ,revenue, 
surely the Committee could suggest 
some means whereby those· engaged in 
the fishing industry would alone bene
fit by the removal of the duty. A 
Fisheries Officer has actually been 

appointed, and I see no reason why 
fishermen cannot be told to present 
their bills to the authorities for the 
purpose of receiving a drawback of 
the duty paid on articles used in the 
fishing industry. I can quite see the 
hesitancy on the part of Government to 
give real help to the people engaged 
in this industry. I have seen that all 
the time with respect to other indus.: 
tries. Government prefers to ask 
:this Council to vote money for 
loans to these people, most 
of which will not be repaid. 
I question whether some individuals 
who have got loans were really 
entitLedi to them. T'he proper 
method of assisting these people would· 
be either to . collect a lower rate of 
duty on articles used in connection 
with the industry, o,r to give them a 
drawback on the duty paid. 

Mr de AGUIAR: The Treasurer's 
reply to the hon. Membe,r's inquiry was 
quite correct. I do not know whether 
the hon. Member has appreciated th3 
difficulties. He harl raised the point 
before aml the Go,vernment promised 
to consider the matter. From 
the very first consideration given 
the matter it became apparent 
that there were several diffi-
culties in the way. The hon- Member 
glibly suggests that people engagerl 
in the fishing industry might keer, 
their bills and present them for a 
refu:nd of duty paid on the articles ptu'
chased for their industry. Surely he 
must know that that would not be the 
correct way of dealing with the 
matter. Government would not 
be concerned with the bills but 
with the use tQ which the arti
cles were put. That is just where the 
difficulty arises. The matter has not 
been lost sight of. It is still undet' 
very active consideration by the Commit
tee, . and the hon. Member may be 
assured that if means can be found 
whereby the revenue can be protected 
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-that is that the articles are going to
be used in the fishing industry
Government will give the matter very
favou•rable consideration.

The hon. Member questioned some 
of the loans granted by the Committee, 
and whether they have been granted 
to the right people. He is so accus
tomed to seeing evil in other people";-; 
minds-

Mr. JACOB: I rise to a point of 
order-to suggest to the hon. Member 
that he should see the evil in himself. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: If that is the 
hon. Member's conception of rising to 
a 'point of order I confess that I iaii 
to see it. I repeat that he questio11€d 
some of the loans· which have been 
granted by the Committee. He :,ays 
he knows. All I ask is that if he knows 
why doesn't he say what he knows? 
He is a Member of this Council 
and has the right to point out to 
Government if he knows that there is 
any indiscriminate granting of loans. 
It is his duty to report the matter 
to the Government. What I c,m 
tell him is this-and he can accept or 
reject it-that every application 
received from persons engaged in the 
fishing industry prior to the appoint
ment of the Fisheries Officer was 
carefully investigated, first of all by 
the Chakman of the Minor Industries 
Committee, and then by the Commit
tee as a whole. As a member of that 
Committee I accept full responsibility 
for any loan granted under this, vote. 
I repeat that if the hon. Membe:r knows 
of any instance in which assistance 
was given to the wrong person it was 
lhis duty to report the occm,rence to 
the Governor or direct to the Chairma1J 
of the Committee. We have too much 
of that sort of thing going on in this 
country, and it is time the hon. Mem
\ler oried a halt. 

Mr. LEE: I would like to assure 1.he 
hon. Member for North-Western Dis
trict of the scrutiny and care exercised 

bv the Committee in connexion with 
applications for loans. As a lawyer I 
have made applications on behalf of 
clients and I have received replies that 
the guarantees had to be examined and 
considered carefully before any iOan 
could be granted. I know of several 
cases in which fishermen in the country 
districts have received assistance, and 
there are cases in which they have 
misappropriated the funds granted them. 
We cannot expect to find 100 per cent. 
good in everything. 

Mr. EDUN: When thi1s matter carn.e
up on a previous occasion I made the 
suggest:ion that the Committee should 
explore the possibilities of fresh water 
fish culture. I think we could produce 
fresh water fish in grea•tEl�· quantities. 
F,or instance the hassar can be caught 
by the millions in our savannahs. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I am gratefa1 
to .the hon. Member for his suggestion. 
That is precisely Government's policy in 
the matter. At the pres,ent moment 
the Junior Fisheries Officer is primarily 
engaged in obtaining the necessary 
:;;tatistics with regard to coastal fish, and 
as soon as he has completed that work 
he will turn his attention to yvhat hail 
been referred to as fresh water fish. 

Mr. JACOB: My complaint is not 
tha,t the wrong people have been given 
loans, but that most of the money will 
not be reccvered because people with 
practdcally no experience in the proper 
method,s of fishing have been granted 
Joans. I am not saying that the neces
sary guarantees have not been obtained, 
hut that people who lack experience and 
the necessa.ry capital to carry on fishing 
have been advanced money, a good deal 
of which will be lost to the Colony. 
That is the gist of my remarks this 
afternoon. I repeat that better facili
ties should be granted fis·hermen who 
are actually engaged in fishing, if Gov
ernment wants to help the fishing in
duR-try. 

Item put, and agreed to. 
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Item 35. - Essequibo Estates 
$11,450. 

Mr. LEE: I observe that this sum 
is requi,red for the reconditioning of 
internal drainage and irrigation works 
at Anna Regina cwm annexis. May 
I inquire whether these wo.rks will he 
done by contract or by the Public Works 
Denartment? I have found that the 
Depa1,tment does such work cheaper 
than when it is done by contract. 

The CHAIRMAN: I am very gla<l 
to· hear that. It is the first time I have 
been told that Government can do any
thing a little cheaper. (Laughter). 

Mr. de AGUIAR: The hon. Mem
her's remarks will be borne in mind. 
If it is found that the Public Works 
Department can carry out this work 
cheaper than a contracto,r can, that step 
would be taken, but I think the hon. 
Member will find that more often than 
not it is far more advantageous to 
obtain thP services of a contractor. 
However, his remarks will be borne in 
mind. 

Mr. EDUN: I suggest that the 
quality of the work done by the con
tractors should be carefully examined. 

Thr CHAIRMAN: I take it that 
the matter will be referred to the 
A<lvisory Committee. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I hope to have the 
a�sistance of the hon. Member who made 
the suggestion. 

Item agreed to. 

FIRE PROTECTION. 

Item 1 (g)-13 Motor Mechanics, $2,160,-

Mr. EDUN: I observe from the note 
that this item is to pr0vide for the 
appointment of six additional mechanics 
so as to improve· the workiug conditions, 
etc., of the civilian staff of the Brigade 
who work 12 hours a day at present, 
and with this• addition it is proposed to 

put an 8-hour day into effect. I con
sider this ·a step in the right direction. 
Knowing the staff of the Fire Brigade 
as I do, ancl their complaints about long 
hours of work, I think this scheme has 
been long overdue. I commend Gov
ernment on the step taken. 

I tern agreed to. 

LAW OFFICERS. 

Item 1 (i)-House allowance, $16(). 

Mr. LEE: I observe that this item 
is to provide for the payment of a house 
allowance at the rate of $40 per month 
to the Magistrate who is acting as 
Grown Counsel. In some districts 
Magistrates are given free quarters, bnt 
in other districts they are not. 

The CHAIRMAN: I think all Mag
istrates are provided with free quarters 
except those in Georgetown. Isn't that 
so, Mr. Attorney-General? 

The ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Yes, 
sir, that came into effect as from the 
1st August last year. 

The CHAIRMAN: It is so delight
ful to live in Georgetown. It is not 
quite so in Berbice. 

Mr. LEE: But some Magistrates 
receive less salary. 

I tern agreed to. 

Item 26B.-Purchase of Cinema 
Van and Filrn strip projectors, $3,312. 

Mr. deAGUIAR: I propose to move 
the deletion of this item. 

The CHAIRMAN: I am going to 
hold it over. I wrote a minute on it 
yesterday. We want to know what we 
are letting ourselves in for. The 1·e
current expens1es are put at £400, and I 
Raid we should really have a look at wh�,t 
the capital cost is going to be, plns 
recurrent expenses and depreciation. 

Q 
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Mr. de AGUIAR: That is precisely 
the note l have here. I do not think it 
is a luxury. 

The CHAIRMAN: I will bring it up 
in Executive Council. It is not dear 
whether the British Council is going to 
carry some of the expenditure. I am 
quite prepared to allow it to stand 
OVP.l". 

Mr. LEE: Certain new Regulations 
have been introduced with rPspect to 
thP. erection of cinemas in the country 
districts, and they are s·o str•ingent that 
only a wealthy man can afford to erect 
one. These mobile cinemas will be of 
grP.at educational benefit to the people 
in the country districts, especially (111 

the sugar and rice estates. 

The CHAIRMAN: I am very glad 
to hear you say that. I was impressed by 
the argument put up that cinemas of this 
kind would be able to show medical and 
health films, teaching people methods of 
sanitation and general education. It 
seems to me a most valuable form of 
visual education, and I personally sup: 
11or-t it, but, like the hon. Member for 
Central Demerara, I would Like .to know 
what the cost is going to be, and who 
is going to carry it. 

Mr. LEE : I understand the policy is 
that thes·e films, which are made in 
England, are sen,t from Colony to Col
ony. They are not purchased; th�y 
are rented. 

The CHAIRMAN: I have not heard 
that. I have only heard the proposal 
that we pay half the cost of the van and 
the Imperial Government pays the other 
half and it becomes our property. I 
think it is the films t,hat go around. 

Mr. LEE: The apparatus will not 
coRt very much. 

Mr. EDUN: I think I agree with 
the hon. Member for Central Demerara 
that we should not waste this money. 
My experience in the villa.ges and on the 
sugar estates is that English films do 
not attract the workers. These British 
Council films will not attract the people. 

ThP. CHAIRMAN: It is not intended 

to show that kind of film at all. 

Mr. EDUN: If Indian films al'e 
shown along with these films the people 
in the country districts would be inter
ested. J think it .would be a waste of 
money to show these films only. 

Mr. JACOB: I am disappointed to 
hear the remarks of the last speaker 
and those ,of t,he hon. Member for Cen
tral Demerara, but I am moa:e · dis-• 
appointed still that Government, having 
put the item on the schedule, thinks it 
best to withdraw it. 

The CHAIRMAN: We are not with
drawing it: we are holding it over until 
we· can put before the Council what the 
cost will be, and the recurrent charge . 
We are not taking it off. 

Mr .. JACOB: I have always thought 
that when these things are put -on paper 
and circulated among Members of thn 
Gouncdl they had been well thought out 
and would be backed up. The with
dmwal of this item will mean that this 
$3,000 will be utilized in some other 
way, possibly for the benefit of th03e 
who are enjoying leave passages. ·we 
want to educate the people of this Colony 
and to diss'eminate information. I hav� 
in my hand the Recommendations of the 
Royal Commission, and under the head
ing "Administration and Public Opin
ion" it is clearly stated:-

30. We recommend:-

(a) As regards the attitude of public 
opinion, that Governments should adopt a 
much me-re positive policy of bringing 
their point of view before the mass of the 
pecple, and of explaining in sufficiently 
simple terms the reasons which lie behind 
their decisions of major problems; ancl 
that the active assistance of all per3ons 
of standing, and of all available means of 
,publicity, such as br0:1clcasting, should be 
enlistee\ in an orgam�ecl attempt to pre
vent any further extension of colour prs
judice. 

We have the B.P.I.-

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: On 
a point of information. Didn't the 
hop. Member oppos� th� B.P.I. vote? 
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Mr. JACOB: I opposed the recur
rent expenditure, not the whole vote. 

The CHAIRMAN: I am quite pre
pared to leave the •item on. 

Mr. JACOB: The Imperial Govern
ment having agreed to contribu.te to this 
publicity scheme, and Government hav
ing put the item on the schedule I think 
it· should be carried through and sowe 
attempt made to edt;cate the people. I 
trust that the item 1¥ill not be with
drawn, and tha.t a -further sum will be 
voted. This kind of work is done in 
other parts of the world, in India and. 
other countries where there is mas-s 
illiteracy as in this Colony. It is only 
right that this project should be carried 
through. I support it and I hope it Will 
be continued. 

The CHAIRMAN: We will keep it 
on. Those Members who do not like it 
can vote against it. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: T·here is one 
further comment I wish to make. In 
this Council we ,;ometimes accP.pt gifts 
gratefully, and sometimes we do not. 1n 
doing so we often di,sregard future costs 
arising out of these grants, and more 

·often than not we find ourselves in t.he
unfortunate position of having bitten
off more than we could chew.

The result of it is, -however good 
our intention may be, we find ourselves 
running after a thousand and one 
schemes, a thousand and one proposals 
and accepting a uhousand and one gifts. 
With all due deference to what the i10n. 
Member for North Western says this 
is a matter which we should care
fully gio into and ascertain what the 
future cost is g-cing to be. '.J'here is 
going to be recurrent expenditure. We 
should •ascertain whethe·r we will be able 
to carry it on o-r not. I can quite see 
this is poss•ibly one of the first things 
we will abandon should we come to the 
point that we have to cut our suit ac
cording to the cloth. There are others 

which will also suffer the same fate, 
and this is because we acccept these 
grants without giving consideration to 
the future cost we will have to bear. 

Mr. LEE: The hon. Member for 
Central Demerara does not consider the 
particular aspect of this matter. Even 
if it costs us $3,000 a year as running 
cost, has he considered the distance 
from Crabwood •Creek on the Corentyne 
Coast to Pomeroon and how long it will 
take this van to go from village to vil-

1,a,ge? Even if the van goes around 
twice during a year, the benefits derived 
from such an educative policy would 
make an expenditure of $3,000 a year 
nothing at all in comparison with thtJ 
educative benefits obtained. 

Mr: de AGUIAR: The hon. Member 
has struck the point. He suggests that 
the van should go throughout the Colony 
twice a year. I wa11t to suggest to him 
that the van will no.t be able to visit 
certain parts o.f the Colony once in three 
years. There are about 200 odd vll
lages. I do not know how it is propo:,ed 
to disseminate educative information 
among the people of those villages with 
just one van operating throughout the 
whole Colony. · 

Mr. EDUN: I did not want to say 
anything more, but in view of what the 
hon. Member for North-Western Dis
trict and the hon. Member for Essequibo 
River have said I think they have not 
fully explored this matter. I know 
that at the present moment there is on 
foot a lot of Social Welfare schemes, 
but up to no'\ov I have not seen anything 
done which has captu·red my ow11 
imagination about these schemes. 
It is a waste of :money and 
this will be one of those too. 
I want to refer hon. Members to page 
127 of the West India Royal Commission 
Report on Adult Education and to ask 
this Council to give us $10,000 to begin 
Adult Education on the· Sugar Estates 
and in the Villages. For a few years 
now I have been pre,aching and begging 
this Government and the Sugar Pro-

.. 

0 
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ducers to do something for the people 
on the estates, but nothinlr ha� been 
done. This is only wasting time to ha•,e 
a magic lantern van going around the 
villages and showing pictures. If you 
can show the Hindus and Muslims on 
the estates, pictures in the Hindi and 
Urdu languages, the people ·would go to 
see them. 

Mr. JACOB: I am a bit amused. I 
deprecate very strongly this racial ques
tion being brought up he,re at almost 
every meeting of this Council. I am 
unfortunately associated in a large 
measure with these things, and I want 
to say here that I deprecate ver:,, 
strongly this Hindu and Muslim busi
ness being introduced in this matter.. I 
am talking about adult education wheth
er the people concerned be Hindus, 
Muslims, Africans or White. My hon. 
friend would be interested to know that 
the Education Advisory Committee has 
been working, I must admit, very slowly 
:tnd something_ is being done for Adult 
Educaticn. Not a week ago specific 
recommend,ations were made to be sub
mitted to Government, anrl those 
would be a means of helping 
Adult Education. So, I think, 
if I mention that the hon. 

the Fifth Nominated Member would 
�-upport the retention of this ite:;n 
on the Schedule. A few things 
are being done as regards educa
ting the masses. It is unfortun
ate that religion is brought into this 
matter by the hon. the Fifth Nominated 
Member. I do not know why he brings 
these things here and then say we are 
not properly informed. I trust he will 
not for the sake of his own community 
refer to t.hese matters every now and 
then in this Council. I feel this item 
should remain and the a.mount should be 
increased or reduced later on. 

M1·. EDUN: Just a final remark to 
my hon. friend. I happen to be a 
Muslim and am proud of the fact. I am 
sorry for those Indians who change 
their religion as they change their 
coats. You will neve-r get the Hindoos 
ii.nd Muslims to conform to certain senti-

m1mts and ideals. You can nevei· mix 
oil and water. As long as Government 
takes taxes from the Hindoos and Mus
lims it must face the facts and give 
them equal treatment or give them back 
their money. It will come to that. 

Mr. LEE: Perhaps if the hon. Mem
ber goes to the Cinema more often he 
will see films of the kind of agriculture 
India carries on. If that will be done 
by this mobile Cinema would my hon. 
friend record his vote against it? It 
will show the people how they cultivate 
the land, how they weave and spin their 
cotton into cloth. Those are things my 
hon. friend would like to see the farm
ei,s educated in, and those are the 
things this mobile Canteen is intended to 
do. But that is what he is refusing
Government the opportunity to do for 
the benefit of his c-"m race of people. 
How can we reconcile his attitude? 

The CHAIRMAN: Government is 
Quite prepared to keep the item on the 
Schedule, but I warn Members there is 
a recurrent charge to follow. 

lt8ms passed. 

Item 37-Expenses of 1946 W. I.

Conference (St. ThO'lnas), $6,400. 

Mr. JACOB: I have here certab 
questions about this expenditure and, 
I trust, they will be answered prompr;ly. 

Item passed. 

POST OFFICE. 

Item 14 (a)-Rent of tem.porct,)'1/ 
accomrnodat'ion for G.P.O. Service.�, 

$5,500. 

Mr. JACOB: May I enquire whr..t 
amount is paid as rent for that tem
porary accommodation? I see here pro� 
vision for $5,500 for 1!)46. What was 
paid in 1945? May I be supplied with 
the figures. · 

Item, .'18....:_Probation Offi-c,er {Offi-ce 
A.ccom11wdation, etc.), $1,560,
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Mr. LEE: Do you think the policy 
of the Government in respect of the 
method of probation work as carried 
out by the P,robation Officer through
out the Colony is the correct one? I 
feel that it is not. Take for instance 
the Salvation Army Probation Officer 
on the West Coast Demerara. I do not 
know if his method is practised 
throughout the Colony. There the 
youth is brought before the Court and 
his Solicitor or Counsel influences the 
Magistrate that it is just a small l,ipse 
on the youth's part. The Probation Offi
cer in attendance also pleads on beoalf 
of the youth and the yout� is put on 
probation. After that the Magistrate 
has no power to cause that youth to 
report ,to the Probation Officer weekly, 
monthly or otherwise. What happens 
is this: The Probation Officer resides 
at- Den Amstel three or four miles 
from the Court and the youth may re
side- at De Willem, eight miles from 
either the Probation Officer's resi
dence or the Co,urt, and does not see 
the Probation Officer at all during 
tlie period of his probation. I do not 
think that is the policy Government 
wants adopted and I would ask Gov,rn
ment to enquire into it and see :hat 
there is better and closer contactJ 
between these youths and the Proba
tion Officer. who should have them 
under close supervision. I feel thii,t 
if certain Indian Priests are also 
made Probation Officers they would 
exercise more influence on the Indian 
youths than the Salvation Army 
Officer who is of another race. 
I ask Government to enquire into this 
matter. 

The CHAIRMAN: We will take 
note of that. 

POST OFFICE-TEMPORARY 

ACCOMMODATION. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: 
The amount of $5,500 asked for covers 
the rental the present temporary build
ing and, I think, the accommodation 
afforded us by the Towr.. Council in 
the basement of the Town Hall. I will 
give the information a little later. 

Mr. JACOB: Whatever the figure 
is, we have an idea that it will ue

about $5,500 for- 1946. I do not know 
w-hat are the plans for a new :Post
Office. I was very disappointed that
this Administration would rent out the 
site for the Post Office and not mak,�
plans to build on it.

The CHAIRMAN: Yes, the Archi
tect has started on it. 

Mr. JACOB: l do not know what 
is the estimated cost of the new Post 
Office, but to pay $5,500 per annum 
as rent is not good enough. 

The COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
think the figure i,s $175,000· for the 
new Post Office. 

Mr. JACOB: It will be of concrete, 
I take it. I think the sooner Govern
ttnent begins to build its own Post Of
fice the better it will be for all con-· 
cerned. Government is throwing awr..y 
$5,000 to $6,-000 per annum in rent. No 
private individual would adopt the 
method of this Administration in a 
matter such as this. If I had that place I 
would not rent it to a commercial fi.nn. 
According to the Town Planning Bill 
the building erected on that site may 
not be removed for some years ,md 
Government may get some rental for 
the site, but whv did not Government 
put up a temporary building there for 
the Post Office for $10,000 or $15,000 
and use it as Government is using 
those buildings erected behind the 
Public Buildings? Had the Govern
ment done that, I think, this Colony 
would have saved moriey. I think it is 
very poor administration indeed to 
have done such a th.ing. It is no won
der thait this Colony is in its pre;;ent 
state pa,rticularly in its finances No 
businessman would have done it. As a 
matter of fact the firm which ha::; 
rented the site has its own lands lying
idle. What is the object? (laughter) 
Members laugh because they have 
nothing to lose by it. Those of us who 
have ourselves anchored in this Colony, 
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who have children and have to live 
here and cannot leave, cannot but he 
serious. I will repeat all the time that 
is why this Colony is in such a parlous 
state. As long as the Administration 
g-\,).es on as it is doing that will be. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Does 
the hon. Member seriously mean 
that this Government should have 
undertaken to build a temporary Post 
Office premises on that site and .saved 
money in doing so? Surely he must: 
know that 50 per cent. of the money 
.svent in erecting a building large
enough to accommodate the General 
Post Office on the site on which we 
are .going to erect the new Post Of
fice will be wasted. I put it to the hon. 
Member that the best and .safest 
course is to rent such accommodation 
as we ca!.I get and leave the site avail· 
able until we can build on it. I know 
the hon. Member is incensed because 
a firm has put temporary quarters 
there. All have to move together under 
the Town Planning Scheme and ob
viously someone will have to go first. 
The commercial firms will go there 
first and this temporary building will 
be pulled down and so allow Govern
ment to come in, 

The point is this. The architects 
for the Government a-re going to be 
the same for the fi.rms, as I und�r
stand it. So it is hoped that this de
velopmen;t will go together expediti
ously and to the advantage of all. I 
can assure the hon. Member that the 
cheapest and most economical way of 
acting is that. We will not have :�aved 
money by trying to erect a temporary 
Post Office on that site. Surely we 
will have spent more than we are 
doing now. 

Mr. JACOB: Sandbach Parker 
& Co- have put up a temporary prem
ises on thei,r site,. Messrs Ferreira and 
Gomes and other parties have done 
the same thing. Surely this Govern
ment could have done so too. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: The 
firms have to make money; they have 
to carry on so as to keep their custom
ers and trade. If Messrs. Ferreira 
and Gomes had not rushed in and put 
up a temporary building they would 
have lost business and lost the good
will they had. The same conditions do 
not apply to Goyernment. 

Mr. JACOB: Therefore Govern--
ment is contented to squande,r the tax
payers· money and give the site to a 
firm. I would prefer Messrs. Booker 
Bros. to buy over the Colony and 1·un 
it, as they will do it properly and to 
the advantage of the people. I make 
that statement fully knowing the· ap
plication of it. .Perhaps the best thing 
is to sell ou1:. The hon. the Colonial 
Treasurer said the firms come first. 
Then we must stand aside and wait. 
That is the mentality of the expert 
advisers of this Government. 

Item. 16 •-- Revlacement of equipment 
destroyed by fire, $28,000 

Mr. ROTH: With regard to (a) 
'•Private Lettel· Boxes, $10,000"-am I 
to understand that this money is to be 
spent on the temporary building and 
then in the next three years when you 
erect the new Post Office premises a 
much larger sum is to be spent on such 
equipment? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I 
take it this amount is to proviue P,rivate 
Letter Boxes in the City. At the moment 
I do not see where they can be erected. 
At present the mails are sorted at the 
Town Hall and I do not think they can 
be put there. It seems we will have to 
,vait for the new· premises. 

Mr. ROTH: In that case the amount 
is not necessary on this schedule. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: They 
have been ordered. 

Mr. JACOB: I am moving the 
deletion of the item for $5,500 rent. 
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Items under Head XXIX - Post 
Office-passed. 

COLONIAL DEVELOPMENT & WELFARE

SCHEMES. 
� 

Item C.S.1-0pe-mtion Subsidy-Shuttle 
Service, Mackenziej,Georgetown, B.G. 

r1-irways, Lt.d., 7,680. 

Mt. LEE: Since the last occasion 
that I euquir-ed of Government about 
this Service there have been complaints 
in respect of passengers bein,g left at 
Mackenzie. I tried to prove to the 
people of Barbados and Tririidad that 
there is not much difference. You land 
at the airfield in Trinidad and get to 
Port-of-Spain in twenty minutes; at 
Barbados you get to Bridgetown in 20 
minutes after landing, and in this 
Colony you land at Mackenzie and only 
take thirty minutes to get to George
town. The only difference is that one 
travels by car in those Islands and 
by plane i.n this Colony. But in those 
Islands there is accommodation �o be 
had. At the airport you are told you 
have to pay so much for transportation. 
I think something should be done in the 
matter because it will depreciate the 
value of the Shuttle Service. I ask that 
consideration be given to the matter so 
that persons will not have to sleep at 
Mackenzie before _getting to George
town. 

Item L.G. 2D-Extension of Social 
Welfare Organfaation, $36,436. 

Mr. EJDUN : I Just want the 
wording to be clarified. It is stated 
here "replacement of the amount 
originally provided in the draft 
estimates c:.nd reduced during considera-· 
tion of the estimates.'' I have found 
that' statement in two places. I wonder 
what it means. 

The CHAIRMAN: May I explain 
that. DHring the co11sideration of the 
Estimate-s I said that we had just then 
had a despatch about Colonial Develop
me_nt and Welfare allocation. Under 

the new provisions we were to 
take all our potential money and 
then consider what expenditure we 
can ca,rry for the next ten years. 
It meant that Development and 
Welfare grants and our own money 
became more intermingled than 
previously. Then after the 31st Mareh, 
this year, any unexpended balance of 
previous Development and We1fart! 
gran.ts goes against the allocation. 
under the new Act which comes into 
effect from the li;;t April, 194.G, 
Therefore I had to consider whether 
,after the 31st March, 1946, thes:! 
particular items should continue to b0 
ear,ried on Development and Welfare 
grants or taken in our own funds or 
possibly dropped altogether. The•refore 
we took the way out of finding only 
£ufficient money up to the 31st March 
in order to give us time to consider 
between January and March what to do 
about it. 

During last month 1 considered it 
very carefully with Government Offi. 
cers, and particularly Mr. Laing, Soci2.l 
Welfare Officer, and we came to the 
<!:oncluusion that it would be practical 
4o carry these particular things under 
the Development and Welfare grants. 
It is practical to begin that way 
because most of them will run :for 
anothe·r two years. It will be more 
convenient and more practical and will 
give less trouble and better work to 
continue the grants, as they are, in 
1946 and some in 1947 and one or two 
will go on to 1948. That meant we 
:had to put back 75 per cent. of what 
we had cut off in the Budget Session. 
The decision is that we should go on 
·with the schemes. We can carry them
through for the three years for which
money was originally given. That
meets the hon. Nominated Member's
point. We can take them out and put
them on Colonial funds but it makes
no difference now.

Mr. SEAFORD: As Your Ex1:el
!�ncy has s:�id, it really makes no 
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difference. H we take this item out 
it means that we will have a cei-t.ain 
amount o,f money from Colonial Develop
ment and Welfare grants to use for 
something else. It reall,y does not make 
much difference. The question is: ·rs 
it going to carry out all these works? 
The time will come when we will have 
to consider the matter very carefully. 

The CHAIRMAN: That will come 
up next year. , 

Mr. SEAFORD: It would be rather 
H pity after we have spent so muc 11 

money to start these works if we have 
to drop them next year or the year 
after. 

Item agreed to. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I am sorry I was 
not here earlier. I intended to ask 
wnether the trip to the Virgin Islands 
was really worth $6,400. 

The CHAIRMAN: Would you like 
a debate on the subject? I would ask 
the Deputy President to come and 
answer your question. 

Mr. SEAFORD: 
question w'ithl the 
myself. 

I may raise the 
Deputy Presiden.: 

M:BDICAL. 

Item MIO. - Tmining of Niirse-Micl.
w'ife at Public Health Tmining Centri, 
'in Jamaica, $1,080. 

;Mr. LEE: I think that if the 
De,velopment and Welfare Organization 
desires to assist some of our young 
people in health education they shoulii 
be sent for training in England instead 
of Jamaica. l think that we have 
lecturers in this Colony who can, teach 
candidates up to, the same standard 
as in Jamaica. 

Mr. EDUN: 
expressed by 

I support the view 
the last speaker. I 

remernbe,r that when the matter came 
up on a previous occasion I spoke 
against it. I have not visited J arnaica 
but I have been to T,rinidad and I have 
been able to compare the cultural staud
a�·d there with our own. I think Wf.! 
ought to have some pride in our own 
country. I do not like the mannerism:3 
of the people in that country, and I 
do nc,t think we have anything muci1 
to learn from J a.maic .. 1. In matters of 
this kind the training of our youths 
should be obtained in Canada, the 
United States, or in the United King
dom. We are thinking about a West 
!mdian · University in Jamaica. I 
maintain that it will have to be up to 
a standa:rd which would appeal to the 
youth of this Colony. Unless it attains 
that standard I do not think it would 
be a success. 

The CHAIRMAN: We will draw 
the attention of the Director of Medi
cal Services to the point made. 

Item a.greed to. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

Item 39.-Assistance to Minor Jnd:us
tries, $5,000. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I was wonder
ing whether we could not get an 
increase of this amount. I know that 
the Committee will approach Govern
ment for a further iricrease, but ifl 
Membe'l·s are in agreement I propose 
that we suggest the insertion of 
another $10,000. 

Mr. LEE: I observe that the note 
says that loans will be_ made throttgh 
the Loan Bank section of the Depart
ment of Agriculture. I take it that 
the Department will insist on bills of 
sale and mortgages. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Th� 
terms of the loans will be fixed by the 
Committee which deals with these 
matters, but the administrative action 
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in making loans and taking whate,ver 
security has been decided upon will be 
taken by this particular section of the 
Department -of Agriculture, for the 
,reason that they are familiar with 
that kind of work and they have the 
machinery to handle it. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I am rather r;ur
p1,ised that the hon. Member for 
Western Essequibo (Mr. C. V. Wight.) 
has only asked for another $10,000. 
Surely he will not ask this Council to 
give :a blank cheque. He .put up no 
reason for his suggestion. We have 
not the remotest idea of what they 
v.·-ant the money for. I am not pre0 

pared to give a blank cheque.

M,r. C. V. WIGHT: Money is neces
sary, and the Committee hav.e already 
approved of several loans, but the 
money is not available. lf we are· to 
develop minor industries, we1 have · to 
lend m0ney. We have already lent 
fishermen money to the· extent cf 
$4,000, and the fishing industry is 
doing extremely well. So far we have 
lost nothing. We propose· to advance 
money to small industries in the North
W-est .District. There are propos2Js 
before the Committee for the improve
ment of the cultivation of lime which 
pt0duces -a very fine oil. The�·e is also 
the deserving case of a man who• was 
tr-aiiled in the Forestry Department, 
and who wants some tools. He has 
been making some ·very fine articles 
fr(')m local wood, such -as ash tr-.ays ,and 
things of .th.at sort. The Committee 
feel that J-ie should be given some 
encouragement. If it is the desire 
of hon. Mem:bers to -stifle minor indus
tl'ies th"en ·they need not grant this 
money, 

'There is the case of a man who 
wanted to launch out in timber cutting-, 
and. some of the sawmills assisted him, 
but at ·present the big firms would not 
8.o that except under certain conditions 
which would ·mean that he would 
become their empfoi}'OO. If we are to 

make some effort to assist minor indus
tries we must have the money to do so. 
Reports- are forwarded to Government 
from time to time, and the hon. Mem
ber is in a position to see the amounts 
whic.h are being advanced. The hon. 
Mr. Roth will be able to tell the 
Council that several matters are hang
ing fire simply because we have no 
money. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I think the hon. 
Member has missed the point. The 
Council would like to know how foe 
money is going to be spent. Is it to 
be a gri,;,nt or a loan? 

The CHAIRMAN: Gra�t and loan. 

Mr. SEAFORD: As far as I know 
nothing has ever been ci<rculaited by 
anybody showing how much money had 
been spent. I am _speaking entirely 
from -a practical point of view. 

Mr. WIGHT: I think the Board is 
very practical indeed. Sometimes some 
of us feel that it should be a little 
:more progressive and ready to assis'.;. 
There are no grants whatsoeve1·, 
except in the case of small remissions 
of duty, or a small amo,unt of $10 for 
the import of certain articles. The 
majority of the assistance given is by 
way of loans, and wherever possible 
we endeav,our fo see that security is 
given. Everythi-ng is mortgaged :md 
remains the property of the Board 
until the loan i _s repaid. · 

The CHAIRMAN. I am prepared 
to put it to the vote. It seems to me 
tl:a:t .if we are really doing this thing 
we should do it decently. T.he sum of 
$5,000 is very little. 

Mr. LEE : I -am amused by my two 
hon. friends. The trouble about this 
matter is that the Department is held 
responsible for this money while the 
Committee decides what should be 
done. .I agree that the vote ·should be 
increased. 
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Mr. EDUN: I know that a very 
pFactical and a very big proposition 
will shortly be put before Government 
by the Village Chairmen's Conference 
for the construction of a bridge across 
the Deme,rara river. (laughter). 

Mr. ROTH: With reference to the 
remarks of the hon. Member on my 
right there is a movement on foot to 
convert the Board into an executive 
body. There seems to be a certain

amount of misunderstanding and cross 
purposes between the Advisory Com
mittee of the Department of Agricul
ture and the Minor Industries Com
mittee. That has arisen because of 
the fact that the actual handling of 
the money has been vested in the 
Department of Ag,riculture for the 
reason that the Minor Industries 
Board has no executive power. I hope 
that Go,vernment will soom make it an 
executive Board, which would· simplify 
matters very much. I hope that 
instructions will be given foi· the circu-' 

lation of the report of the C.ommittee 
so that Members would know what is 
being done with the money, and how 
the interests of Government a;re bein;; 
safeguarded. 

The CHAIRMAN: I am prepared 
to allow the amendment that the item 
be increased to $15,000, on foe under
standing that loans should go through 
the Loan Bank section of the Depa,rt
ment. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I 
think that would be taking too big a 
jump. I appreciate all that has been 
said, but I do not think the Committee 
should ende::avour to set themselves up

as a rival Loan Bank. I am afraid 
that the people who go to the propei" 
organization and get money may iind 
themselves drifting in the stream 
between the enthusiastic M,r. Case and 
the equally enthusiastic Board to ge':1 
loans. There are cases which cannotl 
be dealt with by the Committee, and 

I think we should go• a Iittle slowly 
and nou convert them into. a. lending 
bank. 

Mr. C. V. WlGHT: I think it 
would be well if we j,ust increased the 
amount by $5,000. It would mean that 
people would be held up and become dis
couraged. We have two very keen 
businessmen on the Board. Sometimes 
they are too keen. We have aRsisted 
a few persons and we have given a 
very good advertisement that Govern
ment intends to help in cases. where 
people have failed to get monetary 
assistance outside. 

The CHAI�MAN: I am prepared 
to let the amount go to $15,000. 

Mr. SEAFORD: Why not make it 
$190,000? A million more would not 
make any differeuce to us Just now. 

Mr. C. V. WIGH'f: When the BoanI 
is given executive powers the1·e will 
be no hesitation on my part in asking 
for something in the neighbourhood o,f 
$100,000, so that the hon. Member's 
anticipation is quite cor,rect. 

Mr. SEAFORD: That will not sur
prise me. It surprises me that the 
hon. Member has not asked for a 
million dollars. 

The CHAIRMAN: I will now put

the question that the item be cari-ied 
cut at $15,000. 

The Committee divided and voted :-0 

For--Messrs. Thompson, Roth, Ed11n, 
Le•e, Jackson, Austin, Critchlow, C. V. 
Wight, the Colonial Treasurer and th� 
Attorney-General-IO. 

Against-Dr. Singh, Mr. Seaford ana 
the Colonial Secretary-3. 

Amendment carried. 

The Council resumed. 

- _,) 
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'fhe COLONIAL TREASURER: I 
formally move-

That;· this Council approve of �he 
Schedule of Additional Provision for 
January to March, 1946, which has been 
laid on the table. 

The COLONIAL SECRET ARY sec
cnded. 

Motion carried. 

CONTINUATION OF LIVESTOCI< 

EXPERIMENT STATION. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: I 

beg to move: 

That, with reference to Governor's 
Message No. 17 of the 9th March, l:Mo, 
this Council approves of a free grant of 
$35,000 from the. Development Trust 
Fund for the purpose of financing 
the operation of the livestock experiment 
station at Ebini Downs, Berbice River. 
for a further period of three years. 

I feel sure that this Council will 
welcome this motion and will recall 
that in 1940 it was asked to approve 
of a grant of $30,000 from the Devel� 
opment Trust Fund for the establisl-i.
ment of a Liv.estock Expe-riment Sta

tion at Ebini Downs, Berbice rivu·, in 
order to test whether or not there 
could be improvement of pasturage ancl 
feeding facilities in the savannahs so 
as to make them suitable for stocking 
cattle. In 1944 the Council approved 
of a further sum of $6,000 to- cover th'3 
cost of nutrition measures, making a 
total of $36,000, as stated in the M�s
sage. 

I think we cau now say that the 
scheme has been succeRsful; that the 
work done has proved that the methods 
adopted by the agriculturists have 
proved that cattle can be improved and 
maintained an<l rep-roduce themselves 
on those 81\vannahs. The next step is to 
prove whether or not the proposition 
is economical, that is to say, whether 
or not, using the same methods, any 

average farmer or cattle owner can get 
the same results and make it pay, 
Officers of the Department of A.g,ricul
ture, and particularly the Veterinary 
Surgeon, went before the Advisory 
Committee of the Development Trnst 
Fund and made out a very strong case 
for the continuation of this experiment 
for another three years. The Advisory 
Committee has recommended to Govern
ment that a further sum of $35,000 
should be voted from the Fund fol· the 
continuation of this scheme. I said 
thaJt the idea is that it should be con� 
tinued for a period of three years, but 
since a certain amount of revenue will 
accrue from what is being done it is 
hoped that the receipts will enable the 
work to be co,ntinued for a 
period of five years. At the 
end of that period we should 
know very definitely whether its success 
is not merely on paper, 01r success which 
could be translated into results from the 
practical point of view-that is from 
the point of view of the rancher who 
would like to use those methods. 

I feel sure that the Council will 
welcome this attempt to complete what 
is a very valuable experiment indeed. I 
am sorry I cannot g( into any very great 
detail about it. If the Council desires 
any further details we could ask the 
Director of Agriculture to be present. 
I formally move the motion. 

The C()LONIAL SECRETARY sec
onded. 

Mr. LEE : What puzzles me is para,. 
graph 4 of the Message. If we vote 
another $5,000 for capital expediture 
and recurrent expenditure of $10,000 a 
year for three years the profits would 
carry the scheme for another two years. 
That is to say tha.t in three years we 
will have gained $30,000 to carry the 
scheme for two years. With all due 
respect to the Colonial Treasurer can we 
recover $10,000 in three years time on 
$15,000? To do that the scheme would 
have to earn about $3,500 a year. If 

(-
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E.uch a thing can occur I would say "Do 
it at once." This is only on paper. Ii 1 
could get fuller details I would be 
satisfied. l accept the staternBnt that 
the experiment has been successful, but 
is it a business proposition? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER : I 
think the hon. Member should remember 
that we have already spent $36,000, and 
we are now going to spend another 
$35,000. I am sure if there is going to 
be any profit at an it should be only 
sufficient to carry the scheme for a 
further two years. 

Mr. LEE: I am thinking of the 
capital we have put in. We have already 
voted $.10,000 for capital expenditure 
and we are adding another $5,000. The 
expenditure is $10,000 per annum and 
the scheme is supposed to make a profit 
of $20,000. Only a few people are able 
to make such profit. 

Dr. SINGH: The experiment has 
been a success, and. the hon. Member is 
thinkirig of extending it because ulti
mately it wpl be c,f immense benefit to 
the Colony. That is the reason why we 
are pursuing it. 

Mr. EDUN: While examining the 
Colonial Emergency Measures vote 1 
took the opportunity to ask Government 
to debate an item of expenditure with 
respect to cattle. I thought that what-
ever money 
was in the 

was spent 
interest of 

here 
cattl.e-

rearing and experimentation. This 
scheme was started in 1940 as an 
experiment, and in this year, 1946, it 
remains still as '111 experiment. It is 
:.:.bsolutel.v in the nature of an experi
ment. I am totally against the expendi
ture of such a large sum as $35,000, if 
I am not told what benefits the coastal 
pastural areas derive from this 
_experimentation. I see in this Message 
Your Excellency personally has made a

plea for the retention of this scheme 
and the further expenditure of $5,000. 

If I am to support it, I do so purely on 
that plea. But I want to ask whether 
in the last five years the experiments 
at Ebini Downs were tried out in any 
other part of the coastal area. 

The PRESl DENT: It is no\. 
necessary at all to do so. The Savannah 
is just at t.he back of Blairmont. It 
lacks good pasturage and we cannot 
understand why. That is why the 
experiment is made. It does not affect 
the coas,tland at all. It makes possible 
the development of this savannah which 
is 35 to 50 miles further in. 

Mr. EDUN: What I was thinking 
was whether the use of mineral salts 
would help the pastures. 

The PRESIDENT: It may. 

Mr. EDUN: An attempt may be 
made to try it out. With those few 
observations I am going to support this 
motion purely on Your Excellency's plea. 

Mr. SEAFORD : The hon. Member 
made a remark about the length · of 
period of the experiment. When that 
experiment i,tartecl the cattle were dying 
and it was found that there was some
thing lacking in the grass. It took Dr. 
Fraser a few years to find out the cause 
of the trouble, and now that he has fonncl 
it he has tried the growing of special 
grasses. He experimented not only with 
cattle but with sheep and po,ultry 
in that area. It takes a 
long time to get results f.rom 
a flock-not in one year but years. It 
takes a considerable time. I have been 
rather clo8ely connected with Dr. Fraser 
through the Development Board and the 
work he has carried out in the area. He 
has done most valuable work for the 
Colony. As the hon. the Colonial Treas
urer has told yo,u, we are not giving out 
money blindly. 'l'he case put up was 
so good and such wonderful work was 
done that the Board' was unanimous in 
asking Government to provide this 
money for it. 
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The PRESIDENT: As I have said 
yesterday, it is not intended, and it was 
not really th0,ught either, that thi,, 
s.hould have any connection with coastal
pastures. There is natural good pasture
on the coastland and the cattle I saw in
,lanuary were iu excellent condition.
Qui,te a number of them were Rupunum
cattle who had come down in a poor
condition and after some months were
doing immensely well. The problem is
this: If you go back fifty miles behind
the first savannah you get on this rolling
savannah or Downs as they are called
here. They are not wet but mostly dry
and fairly sandy soil. Anyone who has
seen the gre.2t pastural areas of Africa
and parts of America must be astonished
at this savannah n0t having good pasture
lands. carrying thousands, of cattle. I
have been accustomed to extraor
dinarily poor pastures carrying some
thing like one million cattle. The
pastures lOl•ked poor but the cat
tle were doing well. I have been
to Ebini a1;d other places in Peru
which look like perfectly good pasture
lands ancl look better than Rupununi
which is p001a, yet the Cfl,ttle come down
from the Rupununi looking fairly well.
At Ebini and other places up the Berbice
River the cattle simply die off and the
ordinary person calinot understand why.
There was good pa.sture land with
planted grass and yet the cattle simply
wasted and died.

This experiment which has been 
started, i s just ,t h  e same 
kind of thing that is in other parts of 
the world. Dr. Fraser is now provin,g 
that cattle supplied with mineral salts 
will do wen with this g,rass which, if. 
without these salts and is just a kind of 
mechanical belly-filler, which fills up 
the stomach but has no vitamin and the 
cattle gradually waste away. At Ebini 
the mineral salts are mix·ed and laid out 
in troughs. The first thing I asked was 
how the proper proportion is measured 

out, and I was told that it was not 
necessary as the cow knows exactly 
which suits him. After the cow has hall 
the grass he goes along to the trough 
for the mineral salts, and that is appar
ently all that is needed. Dr. Fraser 
assured me on my visit there that they 
could not carry c,n. simply with bad 
grass and salts and he was introducing 
a special fodder grass. If that proves 
an economical proposition it means that 
the area of this si;.vannah would come 
within the possibility of economic ex
ploitation. 

I went to the ranch of Mr. Ramjohn 
on the Corentyne and there I saw 12i 
cattle. Most of them were in a terribly 
poor condition; some were not· too bad 
but some of them were very bad indeed. 
One Zebu bull looked fairly well anu 
that was because he had certam pnv1-
leges and got cei'tain additions to his 
ration. I told him to go to Ebini and 
see what was happening there. The 
Agricultmal Department advocates the 
use of salts and see what will happen. 
That is why Mr. Perreira came back 
with the possibility of SLtch success 
because of these minerals salts being 
just put under cover and the cattl<:l 
using them. I presume the salts are 
not very cheap at the moment. 1 thin!, 
Members are j uBtj_fied in supporting 
the expenditure. 

Motion put and agreed to. 

Motion passed. 

The PRESIDENT: We hare now 
come to the end of the Order of the 
Day, as Govemment Officers have no 
desire to take any Government business. 
There is the Rice Producers' Associa
tion Bill which we can take the second 
reading of next week. I adjourn the 
Council to Thursday next, March 28, 
at 2 p.m. 

.. 

.. 

. .

I -

.. 




