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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL 
I Constituted unclM the British Gttiana 
( C:onstitution) ('l'e'fll.porary Provisions I 

01'der in Conncil, 1953) 

THURSDAY, 24TH MARCH, 1955 

The Council met at 2 p.m. 

PRli;SENT: 

His Honour the Speaker, Sir 
Eustace Gordon Woolford, O.B.E., Q.C. 

Ex-Officio Members : 

The Hon. t he Chief Secretary, 

The Hon. G. H. Smellie. 

'l'hc Hon. R. B. Gajr-aj. 

The Hon. R. C. Tello. 

D eputy Speaker : 

Mr. W. J. Raatgever, C.KE. 

Nominated Off icia!.s: 

Mr. W. T. Lord, I.S.O. 

Mr . .T. I. Ramphal. 

Nominated Unofffrials : 
Mr. T . Lee. 

Mr. W. A. P hang. 

Mr. L. A. Luckhoo, Q.C. 

2324 

Mr. W. A. i\focnie, C.M.G., O.B.E. 

Mi-. C. A. Carter. 

Mr. E. F. Correia. 
:~ Mr. F. D. Jakeway, O.B.E. 

The Hon. the Attorney General, 
Zllr. F. W. Holder, C.M.G., Q.C. 

The Hon. the Financial Secretary, 
Mr. W. 0. Fraser, O.B.E. 

Nominated M2mbtrs of E xecuti?JP 
Council: 
The Hon. Sir Frank McDadd, 

r..M.G., C.B.E. (Member for Agricul
ture, Forests, Lands and Mines). 

The Hon. P. A. Cummings (Men!
ber for L:ibour, H·ealth and Housing) . 

Rev. D. C. J. Bobb. 

Mr. H. Rahaman. 

Miss Gertie H. Collins. 

Mrs. E!>ther E. Dey. 

Dr. H. A. Fraser. 

Lt. Col. E. J. Haywood, M.B.E., T.D 

Mr. R. B. Jailal. 

Mt·. Sugrim Singh. 

The Hon. W. 0. R. Rendall (Mem- Clerk of the Legislature-
ber for Communica tions and works). Mr. I. Crum Ewing, 

The Hon. G. A. C. Farnum, O.R.1:: Assistant Clerk of the Legislatur('-··· 
(Member for Local Government, Social ]\fr. E. V. Viapree (acting), 
Welfare and Co-operative Develop-
ment). The Speaker read prayer s. 
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The Minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on Wednesday, the 23rd of 
March, 1955, as printed and circulated, 
were taken as re>,d and confirmed. 

Mr. Sp('Jaker: I am pleased to see 
you out again, Mr. Chief Secretary. 

The Chief Secn-tar:v: Th,mk you, 

'Sir. 

MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 

The Financial Secretary: I beg to 
lay on the table : 

Minutes of m eetini;! of :Finance Com
mittee held on 3rd March, 1955. 

ORDER OF THE DAY 

LAND FOR HOUSING IN LEGUAN 

Mr. Phang, on behalf of Mr. Lee, 
asked, and the Member for Labour 
Health and Housing (Mr. Cummings) 
laid over replies to the following ques
t ions :--

Q 1: Ls Go,vernmen:t cdnsideri!nig the 
a1cquisition of the lands at Oster
b ec k, Ann~ M aria, Success and 
Maryvilk, Leguan, for the purpose 
of housing? 

A 1: The ac,w isition of lands at 
Os'.erbeck ar.d Success, Anna 
Maria and Maryv.ille, Leguan, for 
the purpose of housing has b een 
considered. 

It. is prono8ed. instead that Gov
ernment should acquire fhe two 
estates of Henriet ta and Vrow 
Anna, and negotiations ar e pro
ceeding. These estates, which com
prise a total 0£ over 800 acres and 
are · situdc on the southern 

cX1lremity of the island, are un
dovclope::1 ar.<l have b een in a 
sta '.e of abandonment :or about 
100 year, . It should be possihlP. 
eventually to settle about 100 
families drawn from Vrow Anna, 
Henrietta, Marvvil'e and other 
est.ates on this ·land settlement. 

The settlers will be encouraged 
to build tht:ir own houses on ·an 
aided self-help basis. The Com• 
missioner for Housing 'has beeD 
'.holding discussions with the 
Director of Land Settlement on 
the project. 

Q 2: If the an swer is in the affirmative, 
will Government state when th9se 
housing schemes will be cgm
menced'! 

A 2: In view of the foregoing it is not 
possible to give a firm date fol· 
file commencement of building 
houses on the estates. When the 
e~tates h ave been acquired a lay
out plan w ill have to be pr epar ed 
before a decision can be taken on 
the sitt ing of the housing settle
ment. The land will also have to 
be developP.d, roads built and 
housin.( lots prepared beforP 
building operat ions can commence. 

BRITISH CARIBBEAN F E DERATION 

Mr. Speaker: With regard to Gov
ernment business on the Order Paper, 
items 2 to 6 will be deferred for reasons 
which have been already given. I hope 
that we shall by co-operation mana.g-e to 
conclude the debate on the mofron in 
regard to F ederation by tomorrow 
afternoon. I am expressing that hope 
because I think those Members who 
have not yet cipoken are all here. I did 
say yesterday, an<l 1 shid it before, that 
I should be oblige<l if Members would 
avoid r epet ition of argumentci whid1 
have been advanced b:r previom; cipeal,ers. 
I ~aid so because I think it iic; qnite 

(f, t t "th unnecessary o repeat argumen s w1 
wh"tch a speaker a.g-rees. I h::ive sine~ 
discovered that there is a rule whii.:h 
precludes repetitious argument by a 
Member, but WP. need not rlicil':nRR th.nt 
now. The last th ;ng- I would like b do 
is to limit the speeche« of Members, but 
the shorter they are the earlier we shall 
be able to get tile Hansard report:~ 
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which are very necessary in order th~,t 
trey may be conai<lcred by the autlior
ities in England, and by the intere!;ted 
territories, in the same manner as we 
are trying to find out what their views 
are. With those observations I will r-ow 

ask the hon. iVIr. Hamphal to resume• h is 
speech. 

Council t hen resumed the debate oi1 
the following motion by the Rev. Mr. 
Bobb: 

"That this Co,mc:1, having noted the 
steps which are being taken by other 

Caribbean Governments and by Her 
Majesty's Government towards the creation 
of a British Caribbean Federation, and the 
statement of the Secreta1:y o,£ State for 
•he Colonies ;n Parliament to the ef:ect 
that the constitutional instruments will 
provide that British -Giuiana and ol.her 
territories which might care to do so will 
be quite free to join the 1Federation, :s of 
the opinion that British Guiana should 
join the Federation, and that the question 
of rthis Country's participation therein 
should be re-rxumined. 

'!'his Council further prays His Excel
lency the Governcr to take such steps as 
he may deem £it to keep British Guiana 
in close touch with the action now pro
<eeeding toward:; t'he s?tting up of the 
!•'edera tion, and to ascertain the state of 
public opinion in th is countrv towanls 
participation in the Federation." 

Mr. Ramphal : I hope I sha ll not 
t respass in any way against those rules 
to which Your Honour has r eferred, but 
t his debate is of µrufound and para
., ,onnt importance to the people of thi~ 
r,ountry, and as was ~aid hefore by me 
and br other speaker», ther r are ce1'tain 

. things that must Le £a id, and said as 
forcefully as we can, so that t he pecpk 
who will be the :!:inal judges of this 
matter cnn h ave all the facts before 
them in order to arrive at t lrnir con
clusions. 

When the adjou,rnrnent was taken 
on Wedn,.sclnv afternoon I had reached 
the point in my argument where I was 

paying that there were certain sus
picions and certain fears in the minds 
of people, or were purposely being 
mjected into the minds of people. I had 
reached the point where I was speaking 
of the dilemma in which th e members 
of the Indian community founrl them
£elves-that thev were disowned on the 
one hand by t he land of their fore
bears, and on t he other ha_nd t hey wete 
being solicited to esch ew Federation. 

On that point I came to the last of the 
"injections'' which were being g iven to 
those people-that they would lose t heir 
position of independence and equality. 
In referring to this particular po.int I 
had said earlier that the Indian com
munitr did, at a time within our o,,.-n 
lifetime, suffer from the feeling of being 
the substratum section of this corn· 
munity, and I did say that by their 
industry, and by the immense sympathy 
and assistance of the other communities, 
they had risen t o tr.e point of equality 
0f status, and at t l1is point of t ime t r.err< 
is indeed no difference between the 
Indian community and any other com
munity in the country. But on thfo 
particular point it ·.vas being made out 
that they would lose in a Federal com
munity t he independence which they 
had reached. 

I feel, and I think it must be 
said, that this fear is unfounded and is 
based on a false id('a, an idea foreign 
t o Federation. It 1s being said to the 
people t hat they would lose their lands. 
I wish to correct the statement I mad;i 
yesterday about Block l'I. I should h av~ 
said Block III. The people a r e being 
told that the Wes t Indians would come 
in a nd take over tlieir lands. Land -hun
gry people, as they are referred to in 
this Council by other Members, they 
natur ally have fears when person:; 
from Georget o,wn or other places go 
and tell them that outsiders ar e go-

,,,. 



r 

t· 

~- --------~-----,=--~ -~ --~··, 

2329- M otio11,-Bril'ish 24'1'1! MARCH, 1955 Caribbean Federation 2330 

I.Mr. Ramphal] 

ing to come in and take b1·cad f:·om 
their very mouths. They are also told 
tj1at the opportunities they have made 
for themselves and their children are 
going to be lost in this federal struc
ture. They can only entertain such n 
view while they remain ignorant of the 
true basis on which the federal struc
ture is established. I therefore f eel 
that every effort should be made to 
enlighten the people. Let them know 
exactly what Federation stands for. 

We have been entertained wit!\ 
several definitions cf Federation tak.-!1 
from illustrious authors, some of more 
or less ancient history, but illustrious 
men .i ust the same, and more modern 
ones like ProfessJr K. C. Wheare. We 
have not the need to go to those au-
thorities to know what Federation 
means. In simple }alJguage it means 
"self-government at home and self-gov
e:rnment abroad." We are going to givP 
certain powers to a Federal Government 
centre and retain at the unit centre all 
the residue of powers. The hon. Mem
ber, in speaking- about the Fed·eral 
structure did drnw attention b certain 
oualifications for a Federation taken 
from Professo1.· vVlware. He had put 
tliem clown on a piee:e of paper an,~ 
showerl m<', ancl I think I did agree th:11 
the~, were g-ood points. 

First, t here should be a "sense 
oi imwcnr ity." Possibly the :irgu
ment. is that we do not have a sense 
of insc<'urity. Tt is becmrne the 
great family of nations to wl1ich we 
now belong and the !."rent neighbo1:rs 
of t.1,e Norf-h have offer ed us shelter 
r,nd protection, vtherwise we would 
},ave a great sense of insecurity in thls 
most difficult ag-c in which W<' !ivl'. 
Let it not he forgotten that t here are 
anxious e~•es looking- upon t his terri
ton·. which my hon. friend loves so 
much-the anxious eyes of people who 

in their geography and history books 
write it down that it is par t of their 
national territory to be regained at the 
most auspicious. occasion. I do not 
want to belabour this question of in
securi ty. We ,·am:ot labour it because 
we live under such eecure conditions. 

But let us ll)ok at the other sicl.P.
the desire fol· independence. Is political 
-independence not tl:e ultimaite goal to 
which all Colonial rcoples nspire? [s 
it not the thinR to which all peoples 
In thl'l West I:odics ue anxiously look
ir.g forward? 'vVe have attained 
the right for a fer,cration, a hope of 
economi (• advanta.t\'.:. I think the hon. 
the Financial· Secrcb1ry and the hon. 
Member, Sir F rank McDavid, have dealt 
,vith thoRe poiI~ts very fully - the 
ccon nmic advantages that would accrue 
tc the WeRt Indies. 

Then the h "n. Member spoke 
of ''the fruit ,,f experi'encc>." I ,.Jo 
not agree with that particular aspect 
of the queRtio:1. I take it from 
t.he nuthorities mv hnn. friend quoteo. 
for what i t. is w~,rth. But based on that 
,:core the West Tnil ies have had prc
v;ous experience, and British Guiana 
itself as a fedcn1tNl unit had its unio11 
0f the ancient Color,ies of Deme1 ::ira 
F.Rsequiiho ancl B~1·hice. We have had 
exnerienr.e along: 1.hat line. '!'he West 
Indies have lrnd r·xpcrience of sevPr:i l 
groupinm, from t ime to time. 

The next c:mdition laicl down i~ 
"g<'ographical neig-hbourhoocl.'' Sneed has 
already annihi!:lt,,a space. Distnnr.e~ 
have diimp11earecl; and what may have 
been j!',reat di,;adv:rntag-es 25 to 50 years 
::i.,ro have now completely cli:;mppearecl . 

"Similarity of polit ical institutions" 
is the last of the lo~. Ts there anything 
mo1·e similai· than the polit.ir-al instit u
tions existing in the West Indies? We 
may be :it var iolls stages of develop
m ent1, but /ire those ,institutions not 
alike? Does an~, member of this com-
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inunity visiting Trinidad, Barbados, 
J amatca, or any of the other Wei-t 
Indian Isla.nds, feel himself out of 
place in the poiitical set-up to be 
found there? Th0 urn;wer is very clear. 
How t hen can my hon. friend base hi:; 
opposition on the ground that the con
ditions for Fed,~r ati:m do not exisr, 
there? 

He has also referred to the fact 
that we are giving away everything or 
nearly everything to the F ederal u1·gan
ization, and he has in a very cavalier 
}Jlanner referred to the items on 
the Exclusive List and on the Con
current List. Sn·, I wish to ask thi::s 
Council to bear with me one mo1r-.cnt 
while we examine what arc the. 
essentials on those Lists, only to m; J, 

c1urselves1 "Could it be otherwise?'• l 
pray the forbearance of this Council lo 
go through the fi les of legisla1 ion in 

·respect of which exclusive powers arn 
given to the Legislatm·e of t he Federal 
Centre-

"Aucl·it of J,'eclemi publ-ic accounts" 
-where else should the audit of F edernl 
aC'counts be except in the Federal 
Government'! We can easily take that 
r nt. 

"Control of ·1i.uvcment of veovle 
between units"--That has been already 
r eferred t o, and I am sure the hon. 
Merrubcrs of the "Opposition" must b(! 

more than satisfo.!d :-ct the conclusion of 
tlic Conference _just held in Trinidad. 
The hope was that that Conference 
would not have roncludetl; 1,he hope 
was that we woc1ld have hccn 
unable to have any t1nanimous decis ion 
at that Conference, and the:·eforc 
Federation wouid have flounclerer!. 
I am grateful Lhat that hope has proved 
false. I can leave ih,;t, because 1 think 
my hon. friend, Mr. Gajraj, may deal 
with this particular question of the 
movement of people. 

"Defence" - \".'here else but in 
the Federal Centr,J ~h"uld we plac~ 

defence? I am positive my gallant 
friend (Lt. Col. Haywood) who is not 
here - I saw !1im in the Lobby just 
now - and Sir Frank McDavid who is 
our General in Chief ·would not prete11J 
tliat we have an army strung enough tu 
defend our shores. Where el::;e m>1st de
fonc:e be put but in t he charge of th~ 
F'cderal Powers'? If the Federal Guv
cmment is not . .1 llowcd to d1ml with it, 
who else can? 

"lJelegatiun uf' Fuleral powers·• -
If the Federal Government is not to 
delegate that, who else can delegate 
it? 

·' Exchange cvntrol", '' External af
jair1/', "Federa-l ag:,ncies", .. Federul 
cmirts", ·•Federal Publ-ie Service'', 
''Felleral Stat·ttte Law Rev·ision"-Where 
else but in the Federal Guvem mcnt. 
sl1ould those t!Xist ? The cavalier 
manner in which th0se eighteen items 
on the Exclusive List were furnished to 
the public is rather disconcerting. 

' ' Emigration and Devorl<Ltion'' 
Where else but in ~he Federal Centre 
should t hat exist? 

·' Income Tax of Fecleral officers" 
· -We do not want that t o be anywhere 
else. 

" Insurance, other than insurance 
carried by unit Govrrnments"-"' Inter• 
vretation of Feclr::ml legislation". I am 
sure my hon. friend does not wish that 
to be found anywhl:r,! else than in the 
Federal Government. 

"Libraries, musemns ancl other in
stitution.~ controllP.cl a.ncl financed by 
the F ederation." " Matters connected 
with F ederal elections including corrupt 
vractices." " Matters relating to the 
execution of any vowers vested in t hr 
F'ederation, or in a.n.y Department 01 
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[Mr. Ramphal] 
Officer of the Ferl,eration"-Where else 
but in the Federal body should those 
powers lie? 

What have we lost? What have 
we given up? I have spoken of 18 items 
as the hon. Member quoted 18, but there 
are 21. 

Mr. Sugrim Singh: 
were 21. 

I said there 

Mr. Ra,mphal: J am sorry if the hon. 
Member did say 21. l go on. "Raising of 
Loa-ni for the FecleYal Goveniment"-
Sureiy the unit Government::; do uot 
want to do tlu1t. 

"Suits by and against the Fed
eral Govermnents·•. ·'Tiu; seat of go;1-
ernment of the Federation and aU 
p!aces acquired /Jy the Federation for 
public purposes,'' "The se1'Vice and 
e:i.:ecution within an11 Unit of the civil 
ancl crim.inal pruces-ses and the judg
ments of the Courts of any other Unit" 
- I appeal to my hon. friend and par
ticularly to the ''l.eader of the Op• 
position.'' There is nothing in these 21 
items, except "Control of 1nove1nent (l_f 
•people between the Units", to which any 
serious objection can be taken as hand
ing over powers to the Central body. 
In respect of the movement of people 
between the units therr was unanimous 
agreement at the J,ast Conference at 
Trinidad. 

I can go on in the same way with 
regard to the Cor..cunent List, just to 
prick this bialloen which h~s been 
blown - that this country is giving 
np everything and nothing is left for 
this local Legisla+,ure to do. In the 
Recurrent List we have "Aircraft and 
Aviation Advisory Services." What 
can be better than that the Federal Cen
tre and the Unit Centre should have the 
right to do things of that kind? 

"Aliens", "A. rb itration", 
no1nical and 1neteorologioal 

"Astro
observa-

t-ions," 'Aitdit of vublic account•s", 
;, Banking, the incorporation of ban/cs, 
and the issue of 2Japer money", 
"Banlcrwptcy an,l Insolvency'' - Surely 
those are not things we have given 
away to other people. What better 
than to have uniform legislation 
for things of that kind. Even then 
they a re on the Concurrent List where 
we are not deprived of the opportunity 
of dealing w'ith them? 

"B'ills of exehange and vromissory 
notes", "Censu.~", ''Co111pany Law" 
- Go right down the List, and 
I am sure my hon. friend has begun to 
wonder why he ever raised this ques
tion of giving away everytntng ana re
taining nothing but the shadow. We 
have merely given away to the Feden1i 
orgamzat1on somethmg that was necess
ary, ana we nav~ reserved to ourselvc~ 
all the rest. 

I wish, therefore, that not only the 
Indian but all the communities in the 
Colony would see and learn that nobody 
in a. federal structme would be reduced 
to a minority stat us. The foars that 
are circulated arc fears calculated to 
satiSlfy the prejudice of a fow. I 5,ay 
wit!h all sincerity that if I were of 
the view, or if l C.OL.ld hold the vie,,, 
that Federation would in any way mar 
or hamper the prospects of any com
munity whatever, be it Afr:~an, Indian 
or European, I w:iuld stand up against 
Federation. But I cannot say that there 
is in a federal structure any need for 
such .fear whatever, and t herefore I 
wish the Indian community can be told 
that there is no one within the Govern
ment of this connt ry, ;f and when we do 
enter F'ede11ation, who could at his 
will deprive them of their lands 01· of 
their opportuniti.r.s. 

May I turn nc:w to a fourth fe:u:, 
which has been rPforred to and, whic-11 
has been injected into the people. I+. 
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is the fear that there would be a pre
ponderance of West Indian· legislators 
over our local legii:;lators. The fear 
is being expressed that we do not have 
the nren who woulJ be a match, perhaps 
to the blusterer in the past, or the more 
modest but highly enthusiastic who are 
1,raising themselves at the present time. 
That is an expression of defeat - an 
inferiority complc;: that is showing 
itself in a most venomous form. I have 
no such fear. I think we can produ:.:e 
the men; that we do have the men and 
tha-t the West Indies are not just 
anxious to predominate over us. 

I am very glad my hon. friend is 
well enough to be out today. I refer tn 
the hon. the Deputy Speaker, Mr. Raat
gever, and I am sure he would be the 
first to admit that he was given a very 
high place of honour in the West Indian 
('l'ganizations in which he represented 
us fro(ln time to time. We have it on re
cord that the hon. Sir. Frank McDavid 
has' been g iven a place of honour, a 
place of respect, and i,f I may come 
c'1own to more recPnt times, only the 
other day we saw a photograph of 
the people who ,nte·1rled the Conference 
to which we sent again, unfortunately, 
an observer, and where was he put? In 
foe front line. Such things show that 
i.his fear that vVest Indian politicians 
are going to preclomir:iate over us is an 
inferiority complex which we must. get 
rid of. To me, F 2deration is a chal
lenge, and I put this challenge out to 
the hon. opposer;; of Federation ..... .Let 
them come forwa1·d as men who can hold 
their own. Men who can filibuster 
for seven days can 1w1d their own. 

Mr. Sugrim Singh: I am being 
molested all the tim'! by the hon. Mem
ber. The challeng-e is issued to me. I 
am defenceless, and need Your Honour's 
protection. 

Mr. Rlamphal: We have a locl!] 
saying "who the cctp fits should pull the 
string." I said "m,~n who could filitus-
1.er for seven days." --- I do not know 
that anybody did. How is it tha.t our hon. 
friend takes it up? 

I have absolute confidence that the 
sons and daughter::; of this country can 
hold places of prominence and equality 
in a Fed·eration. But agaiin, I must say 
that I am not one of those who wish this 
country to predominate; ·I want a posi• 
tion of equality with the people of the 
West Indies. I see arnund this t.aJble men 
-~ and there are yet hundreds more out
side-who can hold equal places with the 
best that the West Indies can produce. 

Mr. Luckhoo: I do not wish to 
interrupt the hon. Member, but I see 
around this table women as well. 

Mr. Ramphal: May I crave your 
permission, Sir, to m:e the word accord• 
ing to the legal interpretation: when 
the masculine is used the femin ine i3 
also meant. I hope my female colleagues 
will not be against me for that lapse. 
I feel we can prod_uce the "goods" from 
both srexes. 

'.l.'here is a fifth fear, that tfle smaH 
Colonies would be a millstone around 
our necks. That has been dealt wit11 by 
the hon. Member, Sir Frank McDavi1:l. 
I have no such four, and I feel we 
should go into Federation with full 
readiness to give and take. The motto 
of this Colony is flarnus Petimusqi1.e 
Vicissirn-"We give and we expect in 
return" ,-and in a Federation, that is all 
that happens. Some will give more anrl 
some will get !i?ss, but that is 
the federal spirit, and if w<:> cannot go 
into Federation with that spirit, then we 
should keep out of Federation. 

.. l 
' Mr. Speaker: Petimns &prings 

from "to seek". You feel we should not 
want to "grab." 

j , 
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Mr. Ramphal: I thank the hon 
Speake1: for his assistance. I think 1t 
was a timely correction, and I accept it. 
Having said all that, I must uow 
come to the positive ~ide of what I have 
to say. I have more or less been trying 
in the last few hours to clear away some 
misconceptions and some cobweb, and 
to remove some obstacles out of the 
way. I wish now to endeavour to tell 
the Council vv"hat were the reasons 
which inspired me to .iccept this motcn 
and the princip!,~ of Federation. 

One of t hese, the first, is that g1·cat 
economic advantages will come to this 
country. The hon. the Financial Sec
retary and the ho11. Membl•r, Sii· Ft·::1.nK 

McDavid, have already referred to this 
in ,particula r , -and I shall not deal wit:1 it 
in detail, except to sa~• that it would be a 
:::ad day when E,·itish Guiana will no 
longer be the g ranary of the W c:-1 
Indies or no longer be able to sell her 
timber, for which there is a great 
market. We would be able to exploit 
that market in a federal strul'ture. With 
F-ederation, the Fin:rn-cial Secretary's 
dream of a great cattle industry may 
come true, and Wt;! shall then be not only 
producers of mill-:: but producers of bc,cf 
for the West InC:~ics. These things have 
been referred to already in passing, but 
I do the same now, in passing. I believe 
that economic -advantages would come to 
us through Feueration, and that we 
should be able to ;;ecure markets for all 
by collective action. 

Can any Member here deny that 
collective action of the West Indies 
assisted us in getting better bargains 
or better prices for st1gar? Would any 
Member here say we should withdra"· 
from the Association in that field which 
bargains for us from time to time 9 

Maybe in time we may have to fight in 
a. similar way in regard to our bauxite. 

\Ve do not know. And with the coming 
of manganese mining operations in the 
North West District, who knowS-'-'•e 
may have to o;·ganize ourselves with 
others to face competition in the ,vorlcl 
market. 

I do not want to wean the .,on. 
Member, Mr. Phang, over to my sidt: 
- the circumstances of life may compel 
him to come over - but I do think the 
North West DL,trict will be the gate
vvay to Trinidad a:1d the other parls 
of the West Indies, ns it is only a few 
h6tn-s by steamer from the North We::t 
District to Trinidad. I do not know 
how my friend c.:.n escape it, seeing 
that he i,;, perlwps nearer the \V(!st 
Indies tha 11 others in EriLish Guiana. 

I think my next point has bc•!n 
properly covered, but as I was n c.t here 
when the two Mer:1·1-'ers who are skilled 
in finance, spok~, I ,-voulu like to read 
from the Rance Report, at page 14, 
J)?ragraph 17. You w ill stop me, Sit. 
if it has already b~rr.. read. 

l\'lr. Sugrim Singh : The "or
position" read paragraph 16. I do not 
1rnow if the hon. Member would llke 
to read it also. 

l\'lr. Ramphal : I did not refer to 
paragraph lG, and l will not allow my 
friend to misleafl me, The marginal 
note to paragraph 17 says -

''Only F ederation oHers reasonable pros· 
pect of .indepenrlen~e t'hrough stability." 

Now for the paragraph itself : 
... we may pla·ce en record our consid

ered and empha:ic ·1icw that Fedcratio.:1, 
and only Federation affortls a rcasonah:c 
prospect of ach;_~ving- economic stabihy 
and through i: ll1:1t political indepen~lencc 
which is our constant object. We have 
chosen these words with care.'' 

I need not read any further, but I would 
like to go on to paragraph 19-, which 
~nys -

"Briefly, the services t'hat Federation 
can render and which can be adequately 
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rendered in no other way, can be sumrru.r- wonderful example u~ such a federal 
ised as prompt, e:fect ive action in the ec- idea. 
onornic field on b.:·haif of the region as a 

w'hole." 

These all lead me to the inevitable 
conclusion that great economic ad
vantages must n~cr.ssarily follow from 
co,llective arrangements and a F ederal 
orwmisation. 

The second reas:m which inspirer'! 
me is one which I will not belabour, and 
that is, tenitorial or national secur ity. 
I know we are not in any apparent 
or imminent danger, and that the 
l\iother Country a ims to provide pro .. 
t,?ction in this resp-:ct . But in this age 
of insecurity I should like to do every
thing I can to make sure of my own 
security, and I believe that in a Federal 
organisation we shall have the greatest 
Hmonnt of security, that provided fx 
u,; by the Mother Country included. 

Ther e is a third r eason, a very 
\'ital one, which inspired me to be a 
federationist, ::mrl that is the in
evitability of Fed€,ration. It is like -

''The moving Iin:;-~r writes; and. having 
writ 

Moves on: nor al! fhy Piety or Wit 
Shall lure it back to cancel half a line, 
Nor all thy Tea,·s w~sh out a Word of it.'' 

Fedel'il t ion is inevitable in the West 
Indies, whether we like it or not. We 
are moving inexorably towards Federa
t.ion. May I, Sir. in developing thic; 
point be permitted to say that British 
Guiana itself is a federal or ganisation. 
I wish also to &ay that world move
ments arc towar ds Federation; in 
Europe, in South East Asia - every
where else. We ;ire nll moving towarcis 
v. final F ederation 0f the world, the 
"One World" of Wendell Wilkie, btrt 
until we come to that Utopian stag~ 
we must align ourselves with those who 
can live together with us in brotherly 
,ove and amity. British Guiana is a 

Federation is inevitable in the 
West Indies because the federal pro
cess in the area is very well aclvauced. 
T ake the economic and the commcrci:11 
spheres. What have we g:it ? We have 
the Trade Commissi011er who represents 
i.lS, the West lncl ia11 Chamber of Com
merce and the Uegional Eco110111ic Com
mittee. What about the united action 
in respect of sugar '! What al.Jout the 
f'pec ial represemati:,1: in connection 
·with GATT? vVhat auout t he Oib and 
Fats Agreement'! 

May I turn to .mut her form d 
Federal organisalion whic;h is advanced 
to a great extent? J refer Lo our schools 
system, which i:, identical. Even the 
,,. Readers" we uS•c! in the i:;c;hools arc 
the same. vVe g-0 to t he same Imperial 
College of Tropical Agriculture and we. 
our boys and girl·~, go to the same We;,t 
Indian UniversiLy. 

In additioll, Vi l' have a Unified 
Currency. We arc a:-;pir,ing to a Uui
fied Public Ser vice, and I challenge any
one to prove that F ederat ion conflicts 
with the idea of ·· Guianisation" of the 
Public Service, to which I have referred 
in this Council on many occasions. 
The principle of '· Guianisation" has 
always been expr essed in t his way : all 
things being equal, the first considera
t ion should be given to the pen;on in 
this country. If there is no such per
son, then we shonld look to the West 
Indies, and if a West Indian is not 
found, then we should go farther afidu. 
I can find no incon:-iistency between the 
Federal organisat ion :md a Unified Pub
l ic Service - and ' ' Guian isation." I may 
say that long before I had anything at 
a11 to do ·with the Civil Service Associa
t ion of British Guiana, it had accepted 

the principle of a Unified Public Ser-
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[Mr. Rami;ihal} 
vice of the West Indies. There is 
nothing new in that. There are many 
unified Commonwealth services. We 
arc only creating- a service at West 
Indian level. All too often it is forgotten 
tha,t British Guiana has also "exported'' 
its o.£ficcrs. People refer to our Judges 
who are going out, and that during the 
last 10 years we h~.ve produced two Chief 
Justic~s. I think it spe-aks volumes for 
a small country like this. 

When the administration of justice 
can be left in the hands of local people a 
country is then ripe for all the gifts of 
self-government. We have sent to the 
West Indies two Chief Justices, and we 
have two Judges now adorning thP. 
Bench in Trinidad. But let us not 
forget that we have other people holding 
positions of responsibility in the West 
Indies. We have people in the University 
College of the West Indies. The Fin• 
ancial ,Secretary of Barbados is a born 
"mudheacl." The Commissioner of Lands 
,•,nd Mines in Jamaica is also a born 
Guianese. So that we too have had our 
share in exporting our sons and 
daughters to the other Colonies. Maybe 
it is not our full ml'.l fair share, but I 
believe that if we looked into that more 
dose1Jy w'e would in honesty say we 
have had a fair share. When we shall 
have developed our educational system; 
when we shall have produced more men 
and women we shall then have a bigger 
share in this export of men to the West 
Indies. 

There is another reason which 
inspires me to say that Federation fa 
s.bsolutely inevitable; nothing we can do 
can stop it. We are a one-language 
people. As a matter of fact, despite our 
slight differences in inflection, West 
Indians are a more one-language people 

than even the people of England. w~ 
do not have the dispr-irity in dialect in 
the West Indies f.s there is between 
Yorkshire and Devonshire in England, 
and in that sense WI') c-&n move about in 
the West Indies wi111 rnmplete language 
ease. We do not feel alien in any part 
of the British West lndies. 11 have never 
felt a stranger in any of the West 
Indian islands. To me they look so much 
like our own country, our people, our 
own home. 

Let us look now into the realm of 
sport. Haven't we fed erated in sport'? 
In another few clays the West Indies 
will be playing a Test match again;:t 
the Australian cricket team. A federa
tion of the West Indies will be playing 
against the F ederation of Australia, and 
in this respect may I be permitted just 
to refer to a point--- ;_;he community of 
interests which exists in the West 
Indies. I want to ask any Member of 
the Opposition if he did not feel a sense 
of joy when Come Smith and Binns, 
of Jamaica, ran up that fine score two 
days ago, and when the Jamaicans 
passed the Australians' score'? I am 
sure there is no person in British 
Guiana who loves cricket, who did not 
feel somehow a sense of joy that our 
West Indians, our Jamaicans, havr. 
done better than t he Australians. That 
is community of interests, Sir; that is 
the spirit of Federation. I hear it said: 
What if our me~ are not selected? 
If our own Gibbs and McWatt are n ot 
selected for the first Test match I shall 
feel very sorry that British Guiana has 
not produced a member in the team, 
hut we are not the :,electors. If I were 
a selector I would have no hesitation 
whatever in picking the best team to 
represent the West Indies irrespective 
of Colonies. 

The last point to which I want to 
refer on the question of the inevitabil-
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ity of F ederation, is that even the 
opponents of Federation are agreed that 
closer association is ac(·eptable. The 
speeches of Members c,f the Legislative 
Council in Hl48 on Closer Association, 
:md in the debates on Federation in 
l!J51 and 1952, have been recited to this 
Council. Those speed1es were epitom
ised, crystalized, in the Rev. Mr. Peters· 
famous phrase ' Affiliation, yes. As
similation, no." Does, that not sountl 
to the lawyers in this Council as a form 
of glorification of bastardy? "Affili
ation, yes'' suggest;; a loose arrange
ment rather than the binding and holy 
bonds of watrimony. The manhood in 
me cannot allow me only to take all the 
sweets, all the delicacies, all the 
advantages which lo"edera.tion can offel', 
under the cloak of Closer Associatior,. 
I want to take the advantages, but 1 
want also to carry the r esponsibilit ies 
which those advantages must necessarily 
impose. All these fads go to show that 
de facto we have 2. Federation. We are 
now trying to put it on a de jiire basie. 
We have regional organizations, but we 
tlo not have r egional responsibility, and 
that is all that Federation now r equires 
-that we shall bear our full share in 
this business of Closer Association. 

Now I want to say that there is a 
fourth reason which inspires me to 
accept Federation. It is political ad
vancement . I believe that Feder ation 
will take us in the shortest t ime and in 
t he smoothest. manner to political in
dependence, which is the legitimate goal 
tc which all West Indians aspire. If I 
could believe t hat self-government were 
possible for British Guiana I would be 
prepared to consider the Opposition's 
viewpoint, but s,elf-government, rea! 
self-government, in a small country is 
an impossibility, an illusion and, may I 
eay, an anachronism in this year and 
t ime. Let us examine what hope we 
:n British Guiana can have of arriving 

at self-government within measurable 
time. Our population is about 470,000. 
ln the next 25 or 30 years it is ex
pected to double itseif. As things are, 
are we fit for self-government? As 
t hin:;rs will be 25 or 30 years from now, 
will - we be fit for self-govemment? 
Jamaica has a populat ion of more than 
H millions. As nations go that is 
a very small pop1 1!ation. But I wa1;t 
to see self-government in my time. I 
have l ived long hoping and praying 
that I shall walk a free man, equal to 
all the other citfaenr-: of the Briti,;;h 
Commonwealt h of ?vations, and in my 
view Federation is the only salvation; 
the only safe course for me to follow if 
I am to see full freedom in my lifetime. 

Much has been said about our 
"continental destiny." Some 30 years 
ago when cliche.~ and phrases of t hat 
kind caught on my more immatun~ 
mind I bb:ongeu to the Popular ParLy 
who talked about "continental destiny" 
because of the great future which wo 
felt this country had. But the realities 
of life have dawned upon me in the 
rourne of t ime, ar..d I am sure that hon. 
Members-even tho,-e of the Opposition 
-must now begin to 1·ealise that our 
greatness does not lie in our size. 
There are in t his country large tracts 
of land which might, with difficulty, 
yield to human labour, but most of that 
land will remain unwlt.iv~.terl and un
cultivable, not only in ,my lifetime lint 
perhaps for all time. 

I have dreamt of a United States oi 
the Guianas, and I thought maiybe the 
time might come when we could have 
another United States on the mainland of 
South Amerlica, but that is a fal!iacy. 
Differences of language, culture and 
allegiance are insurmountable bar
riers, therefore even that early dream 
of a United States c,f the Guianas must 
fade away. The only road to self-gov
ernment and advancement is Federa-

i 
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[_Mr. Ramphal] 
tion with the British West Indies. The 
c1~ly road to full nationhood, to full 
freedom, is Feckration. 

My learned friend, Mr. Sugrim 
Singh, interspersed his speech with ihe 
question: " What can Federation bring 
to British Guiana?" By that I do not 
know what he 1neans. Perhaps he 
means monetary gain to this country, 
but I say that .i:'ederation will bring 
t hat inestimable boon of freedom, that 
intangible thing not measured by any 
measuring rod of th1:; Bank of England, 
er all the gold of Fort Knox, nor eveu 
all the mythical Mirias can produce. No, 
Federatiun cannot be measured in 
terms of money. E is the intangible 
thing fo1· which countries strive, for 
which men lay down their lives, and for 
which Pat rick Henry, in a moment of 
impassioned patriotism, said: 

''I know not what course other m en may 
lake, but as fo1· m e, give me liberty or 
give me death." -

If t hat freed,1m, that liberty, were•. 
the only advan,tage which Federation 
could give I would say Federation was 
v;or th it. 

I feel that this motion is perhaps 
the most important we shall discuss f01: 
a. long< time io come. I trust, there
fore, that when the time comes to vote 
Members will bring to bear their reason 
~nd not their prejudices. Travelling 
alone, the future of the Colony is slow, 
insecure, indeed dismal. Travelling 
collectively we shall move to prosperity, 
to dignity and to nationhood at an 
accelerated pace. I hope that when 
history comes to record ihis time and 
this particular adventure she will say 

that the legislators of 1955 acted with 
wisdom; that they saw the Federation 
light and followed it. 

Mr. S1'leaker: I would ask the 
gentleman in the public gallery not t l, 
clap his hands again. 

Mr. Farnum : (Member for L 0,ca i 
Government, s ~cial \Velfal'e and Cc · 
operative Development) : We h!\Ye 
listened to so nrn.ny brilliant spccche~. 
Especially the hist cme, t hat I f ind ,t 
difficult to add to wlrnt has been alrc<-1dy 
iiaid. I had no int(::ntion whatever to 
speak on the p,,lit ieal aspect of J:'ed· 
~\ration, but to c;onfine my:;elf chiefly 
tc, the social and cL0110mic aspects. 1 
find, however, thaL even t hose aspects 
have been very fully c:overed lJy previo Li'., 
i'peakers, and I foar that I shall have t;> 
repeat some of wh,it has beell said lJe· 
fore. 

I need harJly :-,ay that I am in 
favour of F ederat iun, and I would like 
to congratulate thG Rev. Mr. Bobb on 
having brought ;,his motion. I quite 
expect that I sludl be challenged on th-~ 
fact that I am 11'JW in favour of Fed
eration although, when the question was 
debated in the Fourth Legislat ive 
Council some yeal'S r,go, I voted against 
it. My answer t0 that is that we be
come wiser as we g-row older. This 
1r.otion, if carried (and I am sure it 
will be) will not commit this c:nmtry 
to Federation, l1<'!causc, all it seeks i:1 
the approval of this Council to appr oach 
His Excellency ::he Governor with the 
prayer that he b() pleased to ascertain 
the views of the community on Feclera·· 
tion. In effect the people of the co1m
try will have to cl~cide whether they 
want Federat ion or not. 

In order to a::isist my c·ountrym,,n 
to arrive at a decision on this im
portant and solemn task which faces 
us I would like to r ,:>co unt past history, 
for if our decision on this matter is a 
wise one poste!·ity will bless us, but it 
would be just the other way if our df" 
cision is not a wise one. Many year~ 
~:go we had the good fortune to have a 
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Governor who enjoyed t he reputation 
of being an Aclminist rntor of construc
iive ability. It was during his regime 
tbat the Colonial ~te::imer Service was 
inaugurated. Today we still have that 
service which was previously run by 
priva.te contractors. The Governor's 
idea in establishing a Government ser
vice was to provide cheap travelling 
facilities for the pt1blic. He went 
further. He invcstivted the possibility 
of interior transport, nncl for that reason 
he boug·ht to the Colon)· a Railway Fn
.o:ineer. I think he was from Nig,Jria. 
That engineer w~ts 2n.!.rnged in plotti:11£ 
a line for a r::tilway from Georg<:;
town to the Brazil:nn frontier. After 
they had deciderl on the line the 
rropJ,ml wa,; submitted to the Legis
lative Conncil of that day. 

The proposal was not only in respect 
cf building a railway from George
town to Manaos in Brazil, hut 
also a railway on the Corentyne Coast 
from New Amsterdam because, aR l0ng 
n.~·o as that, the then • Governor, a mnn 
of constructive ability and vision, had 
seen that the Cor(:111.vne woulrl be thP 
r:ranary of the West, Iudies. The Mem
bers of the Legislative Council were 
1 old that the scheme would be finanrerl 
by the Imperial llovernment, but 
secnrity wonlrl hP !"<'quired for the lo::i.n . 
'l'he Financial Repre~entatives in those 
dr,ys controlled the finances of the 
f;olony in a ,;imibr manner as the Fi
nance Committee of this Council d0es. 
As security for ihe loan the Tmperhl 
Government re0uirecl the surrender of 
that rig-ht of financial control. I think 
Your Honour knowB that bit of past his
tory quite well, as at that time Your 
Honour was a Member of the Combined 
Court and was then known as "The 
Colt". I do not kno-.v if I am correct. 

Mr. Speaker: The hon. Member 
is not quite correct. He said that the 

Financial Representatives. had control 
of the finances of the Colony. It was 
the Combined Com't, which comprised 
the Financial Representatives and the 
Members of the Court of Policy, that 
had such control. 

Mr. Farnum: The Financial Repre
sentatives did cledde the policy. 

Mr. Speaker: No; they did that 
together with the Members of the 
t:ourt of Policy. The Combined Court 
was a combinati0n of the Financial 
Representatives and the Members of 
the Court of Policy who were elected 
en a very high qualification. 

Mr. Farnum: The point is, the 
local "Parliiament" iu those days refused 
to accede to the prn11os ,ll nncl, therefore, 
rn:.- railwny was built. 

Mr. Speaker: I do not want to 
interrupt the hon. Member. It is not 
quite right to say that . 

Mr. Farnum: I remember qnit,~ 
well that a Member of the Combined 
Court went from v:llage to village, 
throughout the Colony, advfr,in.g the 
people not to ap;ree tn the pro
posal, becaus<' if Lhcy did so they would 
be "Rellin_g- their birthri_g-ht for a mess 
of pottag-e." Not ver)· man)' days ago 
one re::trl in the nr.wspapers a similar 
remark with respect to Federation, 
When the proposal to build a railway 
was made to the Colony, Venezuela and 
Brazil were regarded as backward 
c0trntrieR. We lost a golden opportunity 
when that proposal v._;as refused, as 
it is most Hkc-ly that thif- countr)' wonld 
have become prosperous as the result of 
that r.ailway, even ns prosperous as Ven
ezuela is today. 

My point is this: having made that 
mistake, do not let us make anothe,r mis
take with r espect to our participation in 
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[ Mr. Farnum] 
the proposed Federntion. Toda,y Vene
zuela is a very rich country, and when 
we remember that it is· 011 the same 
mainland as this cot:ntry, we wonder 
whether Nature has been so unkind to 
us that she has piaced all the resources 
on the Venezuelan side, and nothing, or 
very little, on our eoide. My view is 
that while we did not accept the 
capitalists and others who came to u;; 
to develop our country, Venezuela re
(;eived them with open arms, and that 
is why Venezue!a is today one of the 
richest countries in the world. 

Although six seats have been 
allocated to us under the Rance Report, 
and we have not accepted them, 
I still feel that we would be wel
comed in the Federation, and any 
repres,entations made by thds Colony 
to the Federal body would be given 
due consideration. It is very likely that 
we would be alble to arrive at some 
arrangeme.nt that would enable us to 
enter into the Federation, perhaps on 
better terms than tl1ose offered to us in 
the first instance. Those of us who 
have had the opportunity to attend Con
ferences in t h~ British West Ind1es, 
know the friendliness and the goodwill' 
of t hose people towards us. 

I think we all remember that some 
time ago when our sugar industry was 
thrrntened with extinction by a disease 
known as "Leaf Scald'', it was to 
Trinidad we sent an S.O.S. for help. 
Did thP.y not send someone to help us? 
Again, when our cattle was attacked 
with "foot and mouth" disease and 
our cattle industry was in danger, did 
we not send to Trinidad and Ja-
maira who sent us technical assist
ance? There is in existence between 
this country and the West Indies a Uni
fied Currency syst em. There if' 
also a Regional Economic Committee. 
Our lads a r e being .admitted to 
the Farm School in Trinidad, whfoh 

is an exceJ!ent training school for 
young farmers, although we refused 
to contribute to that sehool when 
we were asked to do so. I have S<ien 
Guianese holding well paid and respon
sible positions in 'l'i-inidad. I have known 
of youngsters of this country who could 
hardly make a living here, tlhough pos
sessed of some tec.hnical skill, but are 
doing well in Trinidad, man~· of them 
owning their own homes and sport
ing their own motor cars, a pcis ition 

which they never could have secured here. 
The leading auctioneer in Trinidad, 
who is also a member of the Town 
Council, is a Guianese. All these are 
cases of goodwill, and I see no reason to 
fear that this country would not receive 
a square deal in Federation. 

I believe that 'l'rinidad, Jamaica, 
Barbados and the other Islands of the 
British West Indies would like to have 
us, but if we decide not to federate they 
will carry on without us . We should re
member that 'Frinidad has oil, and oil 
g ives prc,sperity, as C'an be seen in the 
case of Venezuela where production is 
about 2,000,000 barrrls per day, on whic:h 
royalty is collected. The point I am 
making is that Trinidad, with her oil, can 
do without us if We rl,?cide not to feder
ate. In addition she has other indus
tries. Jamaioo can also do without us 
,because of the number of her industrie~. 
I .have a list b1.1t it would take me fully 
half an hour to read them out. 

Mr. Speaker: They have been r 0 -

fer·red to. There are many of then\. 

Mr. Farnum: There is in Jamaica 
the Industrial Development Corporation 
to which a large sum of money is allo
cated by the Government to start new 
industries and expand existing on1•s, 
so there are lots of industries in that 
Colony. 
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One hon. Memoer said t hat !;he 
West Indian I sl::mris want us to feder·· 
ate w ith t hem because they have t heir 
eyes on our lands. I think there are 
about 1,300 persons to the square 
1111ile in Barbados, while there a re 
l,ut f ive to t he squar e mile in British 
Gufana. Why should we not have 
some of t hese pC'0ple here? How 
many Members of t his Council have 
taken th e troub!e to go afong our 
rivers and see the hundreds of mi!Ps 
of land which ha;; not been occupied 
for hundreds of :vears? ArC' we go,ing to 
allow that to go on'! If we allowed 
people from the West Indies to 
come in they would be able to 
establish farms in those areas and thus 
open t he country. In time we would see 
vHlages springing up all over the 
country. Ts it conreivable that tJ--.e 
leaders in the West Indiies would 
allow their peop!e to be "dumped" here 
without •arrang-em·ents being made with 
this Government to provide proper 
land settlement schercres and amenities 
for them? 

W,e want thr JJC>ople from the "\Yes;t 
Indies because mv e:,,.rp·erience in the 
interior of the Colony is that these 
people, especiaHy those from tlic 
smaller Islands, make excellent farm 
ers. They are we!] disciplined, well be
haved •and loyal. I know that when they 
go into the interior they do farmin~ 
~nd work in a most meth odiral way. At 
t he enrl of n yem· thev are better a.ff 
from the 1--et urm; frorn their small f:nms 
t hnn our people who also go into 
the interior to ·work, but prefer 
to gamble in ,:.'"old mmm_g-. I do 
not sa:v that we want all of th em, but 
selecterl people fr0m tl:e West Indian I s
hmds, n.nrl I am Stire the leaders in thP. 
West Indies would assist us by putting 
up the capital so that t heir people could 
be properly settleu on the land. ' 

I s it not a!Ro conceiivable tlhat 
if we federat e we would get assisi-

-

ance from t he l<.,edera.J P arliament 
to undertake those d rainage ,schemes 
under the Hutchinson programme ? 
We know it is a very excellent pro
gramme, but it is difficult to get the 
money required fol' its exerution. Only a 
few days ago I was at Mahaicony where 
t he people there toid me t hat very QfJ:en 
they were flooded cut and n ot only lost 
their cattle but thei1· rice cr op as well. 
They pointed out that with proper 
diiainage and irrigat ion, they and their 
children would be qu~te independent. 

I have always been strongly of the 
opinion that there is oil to be :t'ound in 
t he North West District. Perha-ps It is 
not known that I spent a long number 
of years in that district in my 
father's business. My father was 
the first person to be gr anted a 
concession to explore for oil. The con
cession was granted only for one year. 
He made certain contncts with a capital
ist to dtill for oil. Enquiries wer e made 
by that capitalist as to the regulations 
pertaining to drill.ing for oil, and the 
reply was that there were no regulations. 
The question was asked: "Suppose we 
f.ind oil, what then?" The answer was: 
,:when you find oil, then we will discuss 
it." I :mention this to show another lost 
opportunit~, to clevelQn t his country, and 
in the hope that we will not make another 
mistake by rejecting F ederation. 

One Member asked: "What will we get 
from F ederation?" I say, a sure market 
for our rir.e. We arc encourav.;ing the 
expansion of the r 1ce industrv. Co-
0perative .u-roups are being formed all 
ovl:!r t h0 Co1ony. particularly to plant 
rice, and thereforP we must have a:1 
assured market for this commodity. 
Let it n ot be forgot.ten t hat onr con
tract with the WP>'t Indies expire~ in 
Decembr r, l!l5f.. anrl we do not know if 
it will be r enewed. T know th e Rice 
MarkPting Board h:1s tried to obtain 
markets out~ide rif thP. West Inrlies bnt 
lt hns f ailed. If ,ye feder ate, we w0u!<l 
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rMr. Farnum] 
h&ve millions of West Indians to f eed. 
Trinidad and Jamaica, who are now 
planting rice, would cease to do so, ~ind 
r ationing of rice in 'f1·.inidad would 
cease. 

While I am on this point, 'l may 
say that the fear exp,:essed by the hon. 
Member, Mr. RamJJhal, )·est.erday that 
pC'oplc in the country districts are heir~ 
misinformed about Federation, is justi
fied. I was at Mahaica only a few d:tys 
ago and a leadel' there-a ver y influen
tial person-said t0 me: ''Oh, why sho11ld 
we Federate 't We are all planting rice." 
I said t o him, " Do you want an 
assured market for your rice?" 
He said ; "Oh, we e:an get markets 
in Great Brita in :md oth(\!r places if we 
lr,se our pr esent markets. F urther, I 
:i.g ree with the s11eech made by a cer
btin Member of I.he L<>gislative Council, 
and I am in l'omrnunica,tion with that 
Member as to what we sh ould do in re
spect of Ferlerat.ion.'' I thought it was 
quite wrong for :my Member, whoever 
he was, to so misinform persons. 

Mr. Macnie: May I ask if t h e hon. 
Member is COJrn'ccting me with it? i 
am from Mahaica. 

Mr. Farnum : I think the hon. 
Member was born at Mahaica, but t hat 
does not say thHt he i,; Jiving there now. 

A market for cattle would also be 
open to us in the West Indies, through 
F ederation . We are trying to develop 
cur cattle indus try, a nd I believe great 
possibilities in this respect lie in th e 
riverain areas of the Colony. Cattle
rearing at Bartica fr so satisfactory 
that it has now become a problem t0 

iind addi tional pasturage. We al:-0 
know t hat cattle-rearing at Her Ma
jesty's Penal Settlement has proved 
successfu.l, thus showing that cattle
r earing in riverain distr icts is a saf e 
proposition. 

We also have lumber and we are 
trying to establish markets in Triniaad 
and Barbados. If we are successful we 
will probably supply the requirements of 
the other l8lanclc,, ;.gain as a result of 
Federation. 

At present there is some corres· 
pondence before Gcwernment from gold· 
smiths who complain that Trinidad ha'J 
been allowed to imp0rt any quantity of 
gold from the Unit i,,l Kingdom, but Cfcll 

only import from Brit ish Guiana on 
a quota basis. Thi~ quota is very lo\v, 
alth<:>ugh Br itish l;uiana has largC' quan· 
tities that it can supply. Free exporta
tion of t his ai,tic!P is another advantago 
we would gC't from F ederatrion. 

Mr. Macnie: On a point of in
formation, regarding t his matter of 
gold. Are not gold transactions con
trolled by t he Finance Department, and 
is it mt a fact that it has nothing to 
clo with F ederation? 

The Financial Secretary : It is 
controlled. and the commodity is one of 
those based on currency conditions. 

Mr. Farnum: T h er e is no doubt 
that a quota systr,m exists between 
'l'rinidad and British Guiana, and wtJ 

are not allowed to export more than ll 

certa in quant ity. On the other hancl, 
Trinidad can import any quantity from 
Greait Britain. If wr. join t hC' Fedt•ra
tiion it wonld be placed on the open 
market. We make jewellery wh ic}1 
Trinidad r<•q11ire,. Increased expor ta
tion of t h is article would mean mor,· 
·employment for our jewellers. 

We talk about Kaieteur being a 
beauty. spot of this Colony, but how 
many people here h ,, ve had the oppor
tunity of vis iting that beauty spot? 
Only a few, becauisc the trip is too ex
pens ive, due to the poor tra nspo1t 
facilities. l!:! it not ('onccivable that if 

t 
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we federate with the West Indies ar
rangements could be made by Jamaica 
hotel owners with our Government for 
wealthy tourists ·Nho pass through that 
Island, to visit Kaieteur. And perhaps in 
process of time the hotel proprietors in 
Jamaica might he persuaded to finance 
the erection of a hotel at Kaieteur, wli:ch 
would enabl~ us to share some of the 
large sums that are earned from the 
tourist trade. 

To conclude, I ~ay that Federation 
vvith the West Indies would benefit both 
the Islands and Brifo:h Guiana. There 
can be no doubt ,r,bont this, and I be
lieve that it wonld open new avenues of 
employment for onr people, and reduce 
unemployment. To my mind, if we 
allowed people from the West Indies to 
come here 1rnder some proper scheme 
of 1.<rnd settlem2nt. the time would not 
be far distant when thr popuiation of 
British Guiana would be so great th~-~ 
i;,stead of having· s ix seats, or nine, 
like Trinidad, wr would have the same 
number allocated to Jamaica. British 
Guiana's pos_ition would then be so 
strong that she would be entitled to 
"call th·e tune" and most likely be the 
Federal Capital. 

Mt·. Rahaman: A great deal has 
been said during tl1e debate on this 
motion, and as Your Honour has in
dicated that yon would like the debate 
to be brought to an early end, I shall 
be brief. Firs: of all I would like to 
congratulate the l~ev. Mr. Bobb on tlw 
very able manner in which he has pre
sented his motion to the Council. 1 
have hstened very attentively to the 
<1.rguments adduced for and against 
Federation. After weighing the -pros 
and cons I feel that I must support the 
motion. What is ·che reason for the fear 
that British Guiana would be "sold" ff it 

joined the Fede1·ation? The motiuu 
merely asks that Hi:; Excellency should 
keep in touch with v,rhat is being done 
in the other Colonies :about Federation. 
It does not ask t.his Council . to commit 
this country to F'ederation. After 
we have examined the bluep1".int for 
Federation and we believe it would be 
to our advantage, we would join, but if 
the terms do not suit us we would stay 
out. Most of the lower class or work 
ing class peopl~ do not really know 
what is Federation. 

Mr. Sugrim Singh 
the term "low<'r das,s''. 

I object to 

Mr. Hah'aman : I would say the 
people of the lowei: income bracket. 
Most of them d0 not know the meaning 
of Federation, but if we told them what 
it is I am sure they would approve of 
it. The people of the Colony have 
formed unions from which they benefit 
to a great extent. We need only ex· 
plain to them that ~he proposed Fed· 
eration is a union of the Colonies ih the 
British Caribbean, rn that t.hrv nwy 
work together for :heir common V,ood. 
We should not be like dogs in a manger. 
1 am old enough to know that this Col
ony is in a state of stagnation, and that 
it is only by Federation with the West 
Indirs we can hope to move along and 
movP r apidly too. 

Some people have fears that Feder
ation with the West Indies would increase 
unemployment ;n thia country and aggra
v,ate our housing: prnbiem. I am sure that 
the Federal Government would not dump 
people here from the rnrplus populations 
in the West Indies, as some hon. Mem
bers bel,ieve. Instead, it would have 10 
make adequate provision for such people. 
Houses would hava to be built and work 
provicie:d for the immigrants. If 
immigration were to be introduced the 
right type of people must be selected. 
This is an agricultural country and we 
must have agricoltural settlers in ordei· 

l 
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to develop it. The two greatest needs of 
this country are finance and population. 
Finance i:;; essential for the can.ring out 
of major schemes of drainage and irri
gation throughout the Colony, and next 
in importance is the construction of 
roads into the intnior. There is need for 
a main roadway with branch roads lead
ing to the bord':)rS of Bra7.il and Ven:~
n1ela. 

Fears have been expressed regard
ing British Guiana's representation in 
the Federal Government. 1t ;;eems to 
be envisaged that there will be super
men in the Federal Legislature, but I 
would say that we have men with brain~ 
equal to those in the West Indies, and 
we need have nothiug to be afraid of. 
Our repres·errtatives would be quite 
capahle of looking- after our interests. 
F -r ins~ance, we have men like the hon. 
Mr. Raatgevrr, who has rrpresented 1.hi~ 
Colony at several conferences, and we 
have seen the succes~ he has achieved. 

I would like to say something 
about rice. 'The ot·clinary rice grower.~ 
believe thHt all i., well with our 
rice industry, bat it is not ~o. 
Our West Indian m~rkets are guar
anteed until 1!)56 at the present 
price, and I think Federation is the 
cnly salvati: n of our rice industr y. I 
heard one hon. Memb<>r say that if we 
Inst the West Indian markets we could 
sell our rice to Brn.zil, but I know that 
Brazil exports rice ,and will not bu~' 
cur rice. Another hon. Member said 
tl,at our rice could be sold to Venezuela, 
but I know that Venezuela wants white 
rice and we cannot p1·oduce the quality 
of white ricr that country requires. As 
a miller I know that it does not pay to 
manufacture white rlce. Two bags of 
padi cannot produce a bag of white ric'.! 
of l flO lbs., but t,.:v,, bap;s of pacli can 
-:iroctuce up to 200 lbs. of brown rice. 'l't, 

produce white rice the grower would 
lose between $2 and $3 per bag. This 
being a tropical country, the grains on 
the stem of the padi in the field are 
cracked by the heat of the sun. In the 
case of brown rice the padi is soaked 
for a number of hours and t hen steamc·d, 
so that the broken grains are knitted 
together, and the loss is not as great 
as in the manufacture of white rice. 

My views on Federation are my 
own. lJ have received no mandate from 
anyone. I believe we are on the right 
path in acceptinrr Federation in prin· 
ciple. The Rev. Mr. Robb has set the 
wheel in motion, and I am asking hon. 
Members to acceforate the momentum 
of that wheel. I heartily support th~ 
motion. 

Mrs. Dey: I rise to support the 
motion and. like a previous speaker, I 
would say that I ffrld myself ripening 
with age and changing my opinion in 
favour of F ederation. I would like to 
congratulate the hc,n. mover for his 
courage in bringing- the subject to the 
attention of this Council at this most 
appropr i:-it.e time -- the split second 
which will mean so much to the future 
of my native land of British Guiana. 
To the Opposition I would say : "Ye. 
fearful saints fresh courage take. This 
Ji',1rlerntion :ve sn mnch dread is big 
with mercy, and shall bring gr eat bless· 
ings on your heads''. 

Mr. Speaker, upcn receipt of my 
Order Paper, ancl ::ifter perusing i t , I 
D.lmost heard yon, in your customary 
sauve manner, declare "The Ayes h ave 
it." I never expected for one moment 
that there would have been opposition 
to a motion of tYJis kind which means 
so much to the future of British Gui· 
ana, but, like Don Quixote and Sancho 
Panza, the Opposition lashed out in 
order to obliterate the motion. In 
their anxiet y b ~1c,:omplish that end 

~ 
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they lost sight of the fact that you an' 
a1ways coo!, calm :i.nd collected, and su 
in youT wisdom you. decided tliat it was 
meet, right and y0ur bounden duty to 
permit each and everyone of us to ex
vress our views on so vital a matter as 
Federat.ion. For thc1t privilege I thank 
you, Sir. 

It is my vi1:.w that this question of 
Federation has placed British Guiana 
at four cross-roads. We of this Interim 
Government did nut come into this 
Chamber t hrough the back door, and it 
is for us to take up the positions of 
traffic cops, but. leL us be careful thnt 
we give the conect signal-" Federate> 
now."' I think the time has come whe11 
-...-e should cease to cry over spilt milk. 
l see no reason wi1y we should continue 
to speak about political instability when 
we are being offered political federation 
which would annihilate -any politic:al iu
stabilit;y, or a repetition of the political 
chaos from which th~s country has 
suffered in the past. Political Federa • 
tion would be the means of putting an 
end to any such crisis as we had in 
1953. Let us go outside and tell our 
fellow Guianese what Federation means. 
Let us join them and put our hands in 
the hand of God who led us so safely 
from the terrible disa:,ter which threat
ened us in 1953, and the God who gave 
us $44 mlllion plus. I may be asked 
by the leader of the Opposition "Plus 
what?" I say: plus Federation. 

I cannot agree that Br itish Guiana 
will ever be able to prosper by reason 
of .its "continental destiny". I feel 
that wherever two c,r three of us are 
gathered outs ide in the name of Guiana 
cur slogan should be : "Federate, and 
federate now." I must not forget to 
thank the hon. Mr. Smellie, in whose 
company I feel quite honoured to be, 
because he was once against Federa
tion, but is now decidedly in favour. 
I would de~cribe him as t he doyen of 

our legislators, and as a precis of 
his speech •I would use these words : 
"I should count mvself a coward if I 
did not speak a:.:l!:irding to the dictates 
of my conscience." Only an experienced 
statesman could have spoken thus. We, 
the supporters of F ederati: 11, have been 
styled as "federal fanatics." 

Mr. Sugrim Singh: 
noint of correction. I 
federalists." 

I rise to ~ 

said " fanatic 

Mrs. Dey: I take it from the hon. 
Member - ''fanatic federalists." As 
the female of th~ specie which is more 
deadly than the male, I regard thP 
<;tatement as merely Facon de parler -
a political stunt. I would like the 
po,liticians of 1958 to bear in mind tha t 
after Federation there will be politicai 
parties formed in Jamaica, Trinidad 
and the other units. I am therefore 
asking our poifti<:ians of 1958 to go out 
&mong the people of British Guiana and 
tell them what Federation · means - •· 
that it is a getting together for the 
benefit of the federal unit as a whole. 
What will they do towards forming a 
Party in British Guiana to join the 
coalition? Let us not form an Opposi
tion. Let us join together and form that 
which we did not have in 1953 - a 
sound political party. 

The hon. Mr. Macnie told us that 
his principles were in favour of Federa
tion, ,but for reasons best known to him
self he would like the question to r emain 
like an open door. I bow to the hon. 
Member, but does he mean that the 
other Colonies should enter that open 
door and federate? My reply to that 
is "Nero fiddles while Rome burns". 
We cannot wait ar.y lon{.e,i.·. We must 
federate, for there is no t,if", and we 
must do it now. 

Before I go farther I would like to 
congratulate the hon. Member Mr . 

• 



t' 

2361 Motion-B-rtti-~h 

[Mr.s. Dey] 

241'H i\iARCH, 1955 Caribbean Federation 2362 

Luckhoo, on the very dramatic manner 
in which he said that the Colony must 
not federate now. He has convinced us 
that he wants Federation but he would 
have liked the wording of the motion 
changed - hence his amendment. Mr. 
Luckhoo, in his heart of hearts, wants 
Fede1,ation. Mr. Speaker, another Mem
ber of the Opposition remarked every 
now and again "That is not log,lcal" and 
·' That is illogical". It has been said in 
very many places that women caunot 
argue Logically. Mr. Speaker, that par
ticular Member of the Opposition seems 
to have forgotten his ·• Alice in Wonder
land". His logic &eems to be like 
Tweedledee and Twecd}edum. To t}1at 
gentleman I say "All men are lia,rs, but 
I am not a m;;.n and therefore I am 
uot a liar." I hope he would say that 
remai·ks. e 

Mr. Sugrim Singh: The hon. 
Member is privileged to ex,press her 
opinion but not to be personal in her 
rema1·ks. 

Mrs. Dey: What I intend to con
vey is that I am not a liar when I say 
most emphatically anll V<'hemently that 
this motion is not a Government 
motion. This is the motion of the 
Rev. Douglas C. .L Bobb, my fellow 
Methodh,t. I happen to know it, and 
I am proud of the fact that he, of all 
people, should hav,i brought such a mo
tion to this Council. Apart from poli
tical federation, we are already feder
ating in this Colony of ours. Our 
fedemted Women'.3 Institutes, led hy a 
Jamaican, are doin:-,: most valu•able wort, 
socially and economically, in British 
Guiana. The hon. Member, Mr. Ram
phal, stole my thunder when he refern,d 
to interchanges in the legal profession. 
Then we have got our teachers 
in the West Indian islands - Mr. 
Rawle Farley, Miss Gouveia. I do not 

know if anyone knows that in 
one of the Islands we have an Assist
~mt Manager of Barclay's Bank, a son 
of the Colony of British Guiana. 
I go further and tell the Opposit'1on 
that he was not one of the few from 
the highest leyel, but he had the brains 
and the calibre, and has made himself 
a man as· other Guianese have done. 
With such interchanges, wihat else can 
we say than that we are already fed
erating? 

When we come to the economic 
side, this co,untry produces peppers in 
abundance. A good housewife or cook 
would throw the ,;eeds through the win
dow, and after a few mornings, like Jae}, 
and the Beanstalk, she would .iret 
an abundance of peppers from the 
plants which s-pring up. But peppers 
are lleing sold on the stell'mg of the 
Stabroek Market at $1.00 per lb. We 
have peppers in abundance here, but 
we pay something like 48 cents per 
bottle for the liqliid stuff called ''Pep·· 
per Sauce'' from .Jamaica. But look a.t 
the pres·entation, look at the bottle-a 
"drop" bottle, so that when you are 
using it you do not throw out more 
than you want. It is a first class 
art'1cle. " 

Mr. Sugi·irn Singh: We have the 
"sprinkle'' bottle with our Limacol 
also . 

Mrs. Dey: The Islands federate 
with us in buy-ing our Limacol. That 
is why I suggest that we shoultl have 
Federation. After Federation would 
not our gi,rls be able to produce ai: 
article like that? We (;Ould s-end our 
girls to Jamaica to learn to do it. We 
heard the hon. Member for Communica
tions and Works (Mr. Kendall) speak 
of the disadvantages of the leather 'm
dustry. I have in my bag a very use
ful article made of leather in Eritish 
Guiana. The leather work and design 
were done by an individual who wenl 
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to no Institute. Why should we not 
federate to help such minor industries 
of Bl'1tish Guiana? Why do we want 
~o keep out of Federation? What is, 
the reason? If Federation is not a 
pooling of efforts, I would like to know 
what is. For my part it was more than 
a pleasure, it was &. thrill, w!hen I snw 
the film of !for Majesty's visit to Ja
maica a n d thl' .students in t h c 
grnunds of the University CoUege of t he 
West Indies. I could not restrain my
self, when I saw my o,vn flesh and bl,v:irl 
in tJhe group, from sercaming out "There 
is Charlie"-someone belonging to me 
&haring in Lhe educat,ion ,provided in 
Jamaica. Can you wonder then that I 
say "Let us fedel'ate, and federate now?" 

On the question of population I 
join with the hon. :Member, Mr. Cm·
reia. Let the people of the W e,st Indies 
come in-youug men and women of 
c·alibre and integrity. IIs this Colony 
so politically 'impotent as not to lalO)Y 
how to -bargain for the type of imriti
grants that should come into this Co!-
01:iy? In the interchange of people 
from the West Indies I bring in the hon. 
the Attorney General, because I want 
to say this: If and wlten we legislate 
for immigration from the West In
dies, I would like to see Barbadbns 
in the majority, not because of the 
hon. the Attorney-G,eneral himself, 
but because I know what an example of 
thrift we get from those people. They 
would be the leave>n among our less for
tunate Guianese, who are so easily led 
astray to spend their hard-earned dol
lars. 

When I was quite young the story 
was told to me of a mother and a father 
viith :a family of s ix chilldreri.. It was 
customary for the mother to give each 

child a whole loaf of bread. On this 
particula;.· mo,rning the mother waR 
very w·orricd as she O!l!y had six loaYcs 
of bread and so would have to give eaci.1 
child a pairt of a !oaf. She appealed to 
the fother who said "Let the children 
get around the table". He then 
served a whole loaf to each child sittiug 
around the t!l.ble. One child, a girl, 
remarked ·'Wbat a good daddy we have 
tut he has nothing, and mummy has 
110 bread; he is good to us." The father 
then said "I have done· t hat as an 
example to show you how we want you 
to ke<'p togefoer." The child replied 
''No, daddy; take a piece of mine." As 
soon as she said that, every other chi.Tel 
joined in "Hue, u.addy; take a piece 
of mine." The result was that :he 
father and mother gut a loaf of bread 
each. Even thoug!1 that story may be 
reg,arded as a joke, if it is not Fed
eration I do not know what is. The 
hon. Member, :Miss Collins, made her 
century by means of sixes and fours in 
her adu.ress on this question. 

Mr. Sugrim Singh: She mad<.! 

some singles also. 

Mrs. Dey: I wish the hon. Mem · 
ber would remember that there arc two 
ladies in this Council rnd not behave 
towards them as he ci'1J to others of his 
sex. The hon. l\frmber, Miss Collins, 
was perturbed over the question of 
"dummies.'' Perlui.ps my hon. col
league does not :Play games. When I 
was as young as she is I usfd to play 
"Bridge." We all know that in that 
game "dummy" can be very useful, and 
a very valuable hand. So, though our 
observers, at the Conferences on Feu.
eration may have been considered as 
"dummies''. I am positive they could have 
played a very useful hand in the interest 
of this Colon,r. May I be forgiven for 
saying this : As men, those observers 
were able to remain more quiet tnan 
women would have done. I would like 

~ 
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to remind those who stl'ess the wonl 
" dummy" of that well-known saying
"Ohrist is the unseen Head <Jf every 
house, the silent Listener to every 
conversation.'' He is in this ChambC'r 
HOW and will be in the Federal Coun
e:il Chamber. Sir , ;et us praise Him 
for- all that is to (;Ome to this Colon)' 
of ours. As Guianese, let our slogan 
be '·Let us federate now." 

Dr. Fraser: Your Honour, I ri.:;e 
io support this motion. So much 
has been already ::;aid that it leaves 
very ,little for me to add to this 
debate, but I fed that, however small 
my quota may be to this debate, I must 
add it in view of the g•reat ,importance 
of this motion to the future of this 
Colony. Since 1!}47, when delegate.; 
went to the Conference at Montego Bay, 
Jamaioa, much hard work has been 
done to make .Federation more ac
ceptable to the British We.5t Indies, 
so that today, as far as the British West 
Indies are concerned, it is almost an ac
complis-hed fact. I hope that this de
bate wiU help the people of this Colony 
to make up their minds to accept Fed
eration so that it will become an accom
plished fact here in the very near fu
ture. I feel that in no other way 1·a11 
thfa Colony attain political independence 
in the fo1•eseeahle future than by Fed
eration. 

There has been ~ great deal of in
decision since l!l4'/ to accept the princi
ple of Federation. hut I think some 
of this indecision has been caused by 
the drawing 1f reel herrings across the 
political trail, design<'d to obscure the 
1·eal issue. I do not know what a "con
tinental destiny" means, but it seems 
to be the rlestiny of all South 
American count ries, including British 
Guiana, to put off drcisions that should 
be made today to be made tomorrow. 
This country has ,been moving slowly 

forward towards economic development 
by increasing basic p,·oductivit.y - rice, 
timber and minerals. Th:.s will in time 
tend to increase the financial solvency 
and economic st;ibil:t:v of this Colony
the foundation, we have ,been told, of real 
political indepencler;i:c. To achieve this 
aim in a Colony, 1elatively poor and be
set with many n;it.ural obstacles anti 
disadvantages, will not only require 
the expenditure <Jf large sums of money, 
time and brains, t o increase productiun, 
hut it will also require some strong ,!en
tral agency to deal promptly with ~re 
problems, both internal ·and external, 
that are rbound to a rise under world 
conditions. 

The hon. Member, Mr. Gajraj, told 
us eadier in the d1::bate of the services 
that are being rendered by seveml or 
ganisations, such as the Regional Econo
mic Committoe, a!1d others. But fear 
has been expressed that those s·ervices 
may not be available to us un!ess 
we federate. How can we expect to 
receive such services if we do not con• 
tribute in full to thf.m? Under Fed
eration our faith and our confidence 
in this Colony woul,i become greater, be
c:iuse of a strong political machine~·y 
which would offer greater economic op
portunities and help in our development. 
But we must also inspire confidence in 
this Colony. We must by our policy at
tract capital and skill to this Colony, and 
we must ensure fair treatment to all. 
We must also open our r esources and 
make available free movement of men 
and goods. 

The hon. Member, Mr. Sugrim Singh, 
gave some interestlng figures on the 
density of population in some of the 
West Indian units of the proposed Fede
ration. I am sure that those figures are 
still fresh in the minds of Member-, of 
this Council, but I will nevertheless re
peat them. The highest relates to Barba-
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dos--1,296 persons per sq. mile, and the 
lowest to British Guiana 5.6 persons 
per square mile. The hon. Member 
expressed the feai- that the peo
ple of the West Jndies would be 
"dumped" into this Colony. We have 
been told that in the next 20 y·earn the 
po-pulation of this Colony would be one 
million. That would mean 12 persons 
per sq. mile. "\-V0 would still have a lot 
of room for more population. We need 
people of the ri_q-ht kind to develop this 
Colony, and they might well be the hard
working people of the West Indies. 

Sir, before I close, may I read 
from the Addrf:ss of His Excellency the 
Govr.rno1· in th;,; Cot1ncil Chamber on 
Tuesday, the 2nd Novembrr last year, 
on the Report of the Robertson Com· 
mission, at the last paragraph : 

"While, like th-~ Commission, I have no 
illusions as to the difficulties which lie 

· ahead, yet I am optimistic for the fu.~u:·e. 
I have a strong and abidinP- faith in the 
<people of this country, in their comlT!On
sense and their spirit of e-o-idwill. ! feel 
that the times thi:nu.gh which we have 
passed 2nd are r,3ssin1t serve but to 
strengthen our re~olve th2t British Guian:,_ 
shall advance, as many other countric-s 
have done, along t.hc path of ordered pro
gress to an honoured place in the Com
monwealth. I am sure that this faith and 
this optimism are shared by fue people of 
British Guic:na. Wi~h -t'hat fait!1 let us 
work harder than ever before. With that 
optimism let us mo,·c forward in practical 
co-operation to the future. Then, ur,der 
God's guidance, w;, ~hall succeed." 

Mr. Speaker: We still have about 
15 minutes left, anct if anyone else 
wishes to speak, he may do so. We 
ht1w done very well today. 

Mr. Raatgever : May I suimest thai 
we take the adjournment now, Sir? 

Mr. Speaker: There are peop1e 
"·ho can compress thr.ir remarks a gre[lt 
c1eal within the space of 15 minutes. 

Mr. Tello: Mr. Speaker, rather 
than allow the Council to adjourn at 
this stage when it is necessary to save 
as much time as possible, I will make 
use of the remaining 10 minul,es. 
First, I would like to say that I 
have every reason to support this 
motion bC'cause I nm qnite satisfied, deep 
down in my own heart, that ti1e 
great majoi:ity of our ,people in 
the Colony ara ·willing to a.ccept 
the principle of Federation. I am 
satisfied too, that every other Member 
here knows this. I am certain of it: 
we shall have a unanimous acC'eptancc 
of this motion if the little hurdles, 
like the control of the Federal Par -

' liament, the number of sea.ts allocated 
to us, the m'.ltter of freedom of 
movement and the arnuranc·e of We!=!1 
Indian s·ectw]ty for the development of 
thi;.: Colony, a,re removed. If all these 
hurdles had been rP.moved already, I am 
confident there would have been no 
opposition in this Council to this 
motion. But if we dose the door to 
the opportunity to nr.g-otiate and to re· 
move these little hurdles and these little , 
obstacles, then we shall always continue 
~o be indecisive about this matter of 
Ji'ederation. I am certain that this 
hesitancy is not the will of the -people 
at all. 

Take, for instance, the objection or 
the fear oi the hon. Member who made 
a Press release, (Mr. Raatgever) that 
the small Islands or the West Ind~an 
IsJ.ands would join together to outvote 
us. Is that really justified? Has 

· cur experience proved that? In support 
of what I am saying, I will quot e, with 
your perm1ss10n, Sir, Mr. Raatgever 
himself. In his speech on the 19th 
March, 1954, in the Budget debate, he 
f;aid, at column 43.l of the Hansa1·d : 

''I have had the privilege of meeting 
men like Mr. Bustamante, t he Prime Min
ister of Jamaica, nnd Heads of Depart-

·l 

r , ___ / 
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[Mr. Tello] 
ments in that Ishmd at various con
ferences, and Mr. Grantley Adams, the 
Prime Minister of Ba..rbados, who is a 
thorough gentlemaii. I have also met Mr. 
Albert Gomes, o~ Trin:ciad, and other West 
Indian leaders, with whom I have worked 
satisfactorily, ancl Wf: became very good 
friends." 

I repeat the words "with whom I 
have worked satisfactorily". When 
they got together, instead of blocking 
their votes against him, they went out 
of their way and made him Chairman 
of the Regiornil Economic Committee 
;,n 1952. 

Mr. Raatgever: Sir, I would like 
to clear up -

Mr. Tello: I will not give ground. 
I do not think the hon. Member has a 
right to clarify nr,ything. 

Mr. Raiatgever: I want to correct 
the hon. Member. He spoke of "small 
Islands''. 

Mr. Tello : Excuse me, I said 
"West Indian Islands". I am son }· to 
hear a politician, ~o experienced as the 
hon. Member, quibbling at such a snial' 
!Joint. Coming from such an ex
perienced politician, his arguments 
might have - and. probably they have 
-influenced people ·who are less in
formed. lVIy friend has only worked 
along with West Indians spasmodically, 
nnd in limited r,reas, while I have had 
the honour of !iving- among them and 
working with them nll the time. Yet V\,e 
se·em to be at one as to their respect for 
British Guianese. 

I recall telling l\fr. Grantley Adams 
in my home, and in his home as well as 
his office, "British Gui-an~ is the pivot 
en which Federation will swing toward 
su.cc·ess·. In evidence of good faith, you 
people shou'ld voltrnteer to give Guiana 
the majority of seats, or far more seatfl 
than are recommended in the S .C.A.C, 
plan. You hope to use ~·our credit so as 
to develcp Guiana. with the under• 
standing that Guiana will, with its 
vast lands. make use of your surplus 
population". Hi.c: nmiwer to me was 
very simDle : "That kind of thing is 
negotiated across the table.'' 

11; is not tqo late to negotiate these 
small details. The goodwill is there to ac
cept us as true brothers of equal status 
and as true partnHs in a Federal set--up, 
but if we listen to the "Opposition'' we 
would never enter into this negotiation. 
It has said here that our · people 
do not know what jg Federation, but ' 
that is not true. They have an idea 
of what Federation is, but what is wor
rying them ,is what part would British 
Guiana really play in a, Federation. 

Sir, I do not think I can complete 
my speech in the next two minutes .. all(\ 
I want to ask your permission to close 
now and continue tomorrow. 

Mr. Speaker: I am quite prepared 
to go on, if other Members will allow 
you the additional t ime. I do not wish 
to limit you at all. 

l\fr. Tello 
tomorrow. 

I prefer to continue 

Mr. Speaker: I adjourn the Council 
until tomo.rrow at 2 p.m. 




