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Thanks from
His Excellency

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER

LETTER OF THANKS FROM BIS
EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL

Mr. Speaker: Hon. Members,

I have received a letter from the
Governor-General which I will ask

the

Clerk to read.

The Clerk read the following.

" GUYANA  HOUSE,
Georgetown,
Guyana.

22nd December, 1966.

My dear Mr. Speaker

I am writing to express
to you my sincere apprecia-
cion of the excellent ar-
rangements which you made tc
welcome my wife and myself
to the Special Sitting of the
National Assembly on the
occasion of my appointment to
the office of Governor-Gen-
eral. May I also take this
opportunity of asking you to
convey. my gratitude to all
Honourable Members for grant-
ing me the special privilege
of addressing Parliament on
this significant occasion.
Will you please also convey
my sincere thanks to the
officers of the National
Assembly concerned in the
ceremony and in its prepara-
tion.

As I observed in my
address to the House, no man
could receive such an honour
in his own country without a
real feeling of humility. 1
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am most grateful for the very
generous tributes which you,
Sir, and the Honourable the
Prime Minister addressed to
me 1n the National Assembly.
I am also most grateful to
the Honourable Leader of the
Oppesition for the kind words
of welcome and encouragement
which he addressed to me on
the same occasion. I have
written personally to the
Prime Minister and the Leader
of the Opposition in this
connection.

Mr. Speaker, there is
little I can add to my ad-
dress to the House except to
re-emphasize to you and to
all the Honourable Members my
resolve, with the assistance
of my wife, to dedicate my-
self to serve the people of
Guvana in the office of
Governor-General. We all
have a great challenge to
face and an opportunity to
work together in the service
of our country. As I com-
mence my tenure of office as
Governor-General 1t 1s my
fervent hope, as I am sure it
is the fervent hope of all
Members and indeed of all our
people, that the life of this
first National Assembly of an
independent Guyana may see
our steady advance along the
path of peace, national
unity, and a better standard
of living for all our people.

Yours sincerely,
{Sgd.) David Rose,
Governor-General.
His Honour the Speaker,
National Assembly,

Geergetown. "
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PUBLIC BUSINESS

The Leader of the House (Mr.
Bissember): Before we move into
Committee stage, I wish to say
that I had 1nd10ated to the hon.
Member Mr. Chase that we would
stop at 6.30 this evening. If

we do not finish the CARIFTA.

dedate today, we will continue
tomorrow.

2.10 p.m.
MOTION
APPROVAL OF FINANCIAL PAPER
NO. 5/1966

Assembly in Committee of
Supply.

Statement by Minister of
Finance re Unauthorised Excesses.

The Mipister of Finanmce
(Mr. d'Aguiar): Mr. Chairman,
before proceeding with this
Motion, I wish to make a state-
ment with regard to Supplemen-
.ary Provisions.

I want to inform this House
that a request from the Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of Works and
Hydraulics, for a Supplementary
Provision of $1.5 million has
been refused since it was clear
that the money had already been
unlawfully spent or committed.

Furthermore, I suspected
there was much wasteful expendi-
ture going on. I wrote a minute
to the Secretary to the Treasury
r.guesting immediate investi-
cation and such disciplinary
reasures as might be necessary.

I have had a report from the
Director of Audit. This con-~
firms both that the money has
been spent or committed without
anthority, and that there is
administrative confusion and lack
of control in the Ministry.
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I am of the opinion that un-
authorised excesses such as
these should be specially dealt
with, as is indicated in article
112 (2) of the Constitution.
Just to bring these excesses
before the touse as an Estimate
of Supplementary Provision seems
to me to make nonsense of the
Financial Regulations.

Accordingly, I intend to re-
commend to the Cabinet that' a
Statement of Excesses be brought
before the House in accordance
witlh the Constitution as quickly
as possible, so as to provide
authority to pay suppliers for
materials delivered to the Min-
istry of Works and Hydraulics
in good faith.

Assembly in Committee of
Sgpply.

Mr. d’ Aguiar: I signify
that, in terms of article 80(2)
of the Constitution,the Cabinet
has recommended ‘this Motion for
consideration by ‘the National
Assembly. I beg to Move:

"That the Committee of Supply
approve of the proposals set
out in Financial Paper No. 5
of 1966 -~ Schedule of Addi-
tional Provision on the Cur-
rent and Capital Estimates for
the period ending December,
1966, totalling $1,535,681."

The Chairman: Page 1.

JEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

Personal Emoluments

Dr. Jacob: - I am referring
to Item No. 1. The amount sought
here is $274. It is stated,

among other things, that the
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amount is to be offset by sav-
ings on other subhieads. When one
looks through the last Financial
Paper, one finds tha! this state-
ment - amount to be offset by
savings - occurs in almost every
item. I should like to know
precisely from which subheads of
Head 4 will the savings be made.
When one looks at the other items
on this Paper, one finds that
the subheads against which the
amounts will be offsect are pre-
cisely stated, but not so in the
case of Item No. 1.

They are asking for an in-
crease in almost every Item and,
at the same time, they are tell-
ing the House that there will be
savings on these Items. We would
be grateful if the Minister of
Finance weuld state precisely
the numbers of the subheads from
which he hopes to offset this
5274,

Mr. d'Aguiar: I cannot say
precisely which subheads consti-
tute the totzl of ihe savinos,
but I can make this statement
in regard to the total Estimate
as originally voted. The final
provision exceeds, by very
little, the original Estimate;
therefore, the total of our Sup-
plementaries will be offset by
savings. To give details of this
is difficult, if not impossible,
but the details will come out
when the final figures are pub-
1ished.

Mr. Luck: T am disturbed and
alarmed by the statement made
by the Minister of Finance in
connection with the 51.5 million.

The Minister said that this money.

has either been unlawfully spent,
or formally committed to be
spent., I would ask the hon.
Minister whether, when the
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amounts are added up, he 1ntends
to come once more to this House
for another million dollars?

This is the fifth Financial
Paper and the total in these
Papers must exceed $10 million,
which is a fabulous sum of money,
having regard to our small
national Budget. It is a very
high proportion of our Budget.
One wcnders, listening to the
hon. Minister of Finance, whether
the $1.5 million being sought by
the Permanent Secretary to the
Ministry of Works and Hydraulics
is not the straw that broke the
camel's back. The hon. Minister
of Finance made a revealing com-
ment when he said he objected
this time, that is, in relation
to the $1.5 million. He objected
this time, but one wonders how
much of the $10 million already
voted by way of Supplementary
Provisions represents money that
had been unlawfully spent!

Before I can direct my mind
i{o this Paper, I should like the
Minister to let us know how much
of these expenses represents
money unlawfully spent or commit-
ted to be spent because, implicit
in what he has said is the awful
fact that this has been the prac-
tice on the widest possible
scale! Squandering of the peo-
ple's money without forethought!
One would wonder how many of
these items represent .unlawful
expenditure which the Ministgr
has, in times past, sought to
reguiarise.

2.20 p.m.

Mr. d'Aguiar: T will simply
remind the hon. Member of what
I have already said, namely,
that I intend to recommend to
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Government that the Statement
of Excesses be brought before
the House as quickly as possible.
When that is done, the hon. Mem-
ber will have an opportunity
to -ask questions.  The question
asked by the hon. Member is not
relevant to the matter before the
House.

Mr. Luck: I take an opposite
view. From what the hon. Minis-
ter of Tinance has said, it would
appear that the money he now
seeks to get for some of these
items will, in his view, be used
in unlawfnl and illegal expendi-
ture. If that is so, then our
position on such expenditure must
be different. If he would tell
us what is lawful and what is
unlawful, then we would know
for which items we should vote.

‘GUYANA DEFENCE FORCE

Rations-~

Mr. Luck: With regard to
Ttem 2, on page 1, not more than
a month ago we voted $41,000 for
increased rafions for the Guyana
Defence Force. 1 said at the
time that while $41,000 would
appear to be a small amount of
money, it was proportionately
a very large expenditvre when we
take into account the fact that
$140,000 was estimated for the
vear. 1 also said that 1 sus-
pected that the Government was
not being frank with the House in
seeking $41,000, because if that
amount was necessary to meet the
increase in the cost of rations
resulting from an intensification
of activities, then other expen—
diture would go up.
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The P.P.P. would grudge no
expenditure on the Guvana Defence
Force if an attempt were being
made to regain Ankoko, but we

want to see frankness and honesty

in dealing with matters coming
before this House. One month
ago the Government asked this
House to vote $41,306 for food,
and today it is asking for
another $48,000 to feed the
Guyana Defence Force. One
wonders whether the increased
activities on the part of the
soldiers alone can cost so much.
If the Guyana Defence Force needs
more money for guns, ammunitiom,
and so on, we will vote for it,
but do not come here and tell
us that the money is for food.
Manifestly the expenses of the
Guyana Defence Force in relation
to its activities must have gone

up.

The legend to this Item is
misleading the House. You cannot
sav:

"To meet the increased
cost of rations resulting
from an intensification of
activities."

~You cannot make us believe that

nothing else hut food has gone
up. Are these soldiers only
eating? Do ‘they not need more
equipment? I should like the
hon. Minister to explain how 1t
is that the members of the Guyana
Defence Farce can eat H0 per
cent more in food and not one
other item of expenditure has
gone up? Are they mot getting
heavier guns and better equipment
to face the threat of Ankoko, or
are they only eating? While it
is true that an army marches on
its stomach, our Army is not only
warching.
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The hon. Minister of Finance
should explain this matter to the
House. We read in the newspaper
about blockage and sabotage in.
the Civil Service. I would ask
the hon. Minister of Finance to
state whether $49,306 is required

only for fcod, and whether he

wants us, as reasonable men, to
believe that nothing else has
gone up in relation to the Guyana
Defence Force? If that is sa,
then our army would be worthless.

[The hon. Minister of Finance
offered no reply.”]

Mr. Ram Karran: The hon.
Minister of Finance sits there
and will not attempt to give
any satisfaction to the House.
I merely wish to make an observa-
tion in relation to his own
document Highways to Happiness.
At page 94 of this document it
is stated:

"LEGISLATURE

The Legislature must be run
impartially.

It is presided over by
an impartial Speaker. The
debates are public and the
Oppesition 1is given a fair
hearing."

So far as I know, we have never
been given a fair hearing.

I will continue to quote:

"Opposition members are
included on all Parliamentary
Committees, and the Chairman
of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee which scrutinises
public expenditure is a mem-
ber of the Opposition."
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I think the hon. Minister of
Finance wrote what is contained
in this book himself. If he did
not write it, then the person
who wrote it has committed a
fraud.

Is it not surprising that the
hon. Minister of Finance stands
here and recommends disciplinary
action to be taken against an
officer? He should have said
that-he asked for disciplinary
action to be taken in the matter.
Anyway, we will see the figures
later. The hon. Minister of
Works and Hydraulics has said
nothing in defence of his Minis-
try. understand that he_sits
in a room with carpets up to his
knees. I thought the hon. Minis-
ter of Finance would have called
upon the hon. Minister of Works
and Hydraulics to explain why
these votes have been exhausted
and why expenditure beyond what
was provided in the Estimates
was incurred.

I have heard a lot of talk
about the ¥ast Coast road. The
hon. Minister told us the other
day that the East Cosast road
was to be completed with the
$1 million we had voied.. Now
we are told that the road will
be extended from Rosignol to
Ithaca, and we have not yet
finished the East Coast road!

MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS -
TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Persenal Emoluments

Mz. Ram Karran: The legend
against Item 4 states:

"To provide for the re-
grading with effect from lst
January, 1966, inclusive, .of
the post of Engineer-in-Chief
from F11 to F 8; of the post
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of Executive Engineer from
F14 to F12, the creation of
9 additional posts of En-
gineer on Scale A 4 in place
of 3 posts of Engineer on
Scale"A 7 and 6 posts of
Assistant Engineer on Scale
Al4 and also for the trans-
fer of an amount for the pay-
ment of Watchmen for Tele-
communications buildings
throughout the country which
was in error provided under
Head 34, Sub-Head 1 - Person-
al Emoluments. Amount to be
offset by savings under Head
34 - Sub-Head 1 - Personal

Emcluments."

Jn the 1st January, 1966,
he told us that at the end of the
year he was coming for a pro-
vision of $84,000. A few months
ago he came heare and said that
the Telecommunications Depart-
ment would be a separate depart-
ment, and that he was going to
set up some sort of corporation.
I cannot understand the behaviour

of this hon. Gentleman. How
is he gcing to regrade Eeople
from the 1st January, 1966, when

he will be setting up a corpora-
ticn to take care of Telecommuni-
cations?

2.30 p.m.

This doés not make sense:
What is more, the notes on
the first page relate to the
regrading of posts under Ministry
of Communications, Personal
Emoluments, whereas the note on.
page 2 refers to "transfer of an
amount for the payment of Watch-
men for Telecommunications
buildings throughout the coun-
try". As far as I know, watchmen
are not paid under the vote
"Personal Emoluments".
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I do not know whether the
hon. Minister of Finance, or the
hon. Prime Minister, is going to
look into the question of illegal
payments, but this does not make
sense. The hon. Minister ought
to withdraw this. Paper and pre-
pare something proper for us to
look at. We extend best wishes
to the Minister and his Govern-
ment for the Old Year and hope

.that the New Year will start in

the right spirit, but this sort
of thing does not make sense. I
hope that the Minister of Finance
will have something to say about
1t

[The hon. Minister offered no
reply.”] ‘

GUYANA DEFENCE "FORCE
Rations

The Leader of the Opposition
(Dr. Jagan): I should like to
appeal to members of the Govern-
ment to give us more information.
I recall that when we were last
discussing expenditure, particu-

arly in relation to roads, hon.
Members on this side of the
House attempted, by all kinds
of devices, to obtain information

from the Minister, but we were
not very successful. Now it has
blown up! We now hear how money
is being spent, without authorisa-
tion, how money is being squan-
dered, and we hear that there are
thefts and corruption. We were
told about these things long ago.
We warned about ihem, but the
Government refuses to give de-
tails. It prefers to spend tax-
payers' money as it likes, and
then to come to the Assembly
and say how much it wants,
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When members of the Govern—
ment were in the Upposition they
asked for full explanations.
The Government must give us de-
tails. Where are the details?
The last time, when the item of
rations for the Defence Force
came before the Assembly, we
asked how this was calculated and
whether the cost of rations had
gane up. Is there a special
rate for those who are serving in
Ankoko? We have not been given
the benefit of an answer. The
Goveroment has now come back
for an additiomal som of $48,000
without any further explanation.
This Assembly must be told. How
is this sum calculated? If the
Minister of Home Affairs does not
wish to answer, then the Mipister
of Finance must tell us, because
he must know aboul it before he
puts it in the Estimates. He
muzt have the details. The files
must have been sent to him for
him to kmow what additional sums
were added before this amount
of $48,000 was listed here. We
must be told what is the basis
of this expenditure. Is it that
the Government miscalculated?
Are the soldiers eabing more than
they are supposed to eal, or are
they receiving an exira allow-
ance? TIs it that extra forces
are being trained and the Oppo-
sition does not knmow about it?
We would like to be informed.

I think the Minister of
Finance in defence of his own
position - now that the thieves

are falling out - should tell

us what has happened so that not
only the Opposition but the pec-
ple of the country may kmow. The
people deserve to know what is
happening with their money, for
very soon, nc doubt, more taxes
will fall on them. I urge the
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Minister ot Home Affairs and the
Minister of Finance to give us
this information.

I do not see that there can
be anything secret about this
expenditure. It may be that the
Government does not wish to de-
bate Ankoko, but let us be told
how this expenditure, which was
originally estimated at $140,000,
has been increased. by $41, 000,

and now another sum of $48,000 is

required. .The size of the Army
has not been increased from the
time it was planned. [Interrup-
tion. | We wani to know whether
there is a secret Army somewhere
commanded by a special commander.
We request this information with
due respect.

Mr. Luek: If the Prime
sinister wants to be taken seri-
busly, I would say that this
country cannot afford an Army
that feeds on filet mignon. 1f
it is really true, 1 should cer-
tainly object to spending this
money wholly on food. Two things
arise in relation to this. We
say it would be wrong if nothing
but food is imvolved.

The Chairman: We are going
to move away from page 1, No
information is forthcoming.

Mr. Luek: Are we to move
away withcut further information,
when there is irregularity in the
country?

The Chairman: Page 2,
[Eon. Memsers offered no com-
ments,’]

The Chairman: Page 3.
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MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND
RACE RELATIGNS

Supplies and Equipment

Mr. Ram Karram: I should
like to refer to Item &, subhead
4 - Supplies and Equipmeni. The
hon. Minister of Finance has told
us on many occasions that the
relations with the Crown Agents
were to be discontinued because,
allegedly, it is wasteful to
make purchases through them.
If the hon. Minister doubts me,
I can find the Hansard. There
has been criticism in the past
about wasteful expenditure in
relation to the Crown Agents.
Clever as he is, I would have
thought that the Minister of
Finance would have put an end to
this. Is it that the supplies
were ordered prior to his being
in office? If that is so, I can
forgive him.

In view of all his criticisms-
in the past, the Minister of
Finance ought to explain why he
is still working through the
Crown Agents, especially now that
this country is no longer tied to
Britain. This country is now
Independent and the hon. Mimister
of Finance ought to be in a posi-
tion to tell us that efforts
have been made to obtain supplies
through other sources and it was
cheaper to purchase through the
Crown Agents. He could have made
inquiries through the several
offices in the United Kingdom and
elsewhere, aspecially in view of

the vast expenditure incurred in

keeping these offices. I know
that there are a lot of things
which one can buy from the Crown
Agentis cheaper than one can buy
elsevhere. In fact, the techmi-
cal and professional advice which
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you can get from the Crown Agents
is not necessarily available when
purchase is made through private
or business comtracts.

2.40 p.m.

The hon. Minister of Finance
ought to be honest and tell this
House that his criticisms in the
past were not justified and that
these items can be obtained at
better prices from the Crown
Agents. I do not know if that
is so in this case, but the hon.
Minister ought to tell us some-
thing rather than sneak this Item
in the estimates and expect us
to accept it.

MINISTRY OF HEALTH -
HOSPITALS AND DISPENSARIES

Dietary

Mr. Luck: ZItem 10. This sum
of money is for feood. I was a
patient in hospital the other day

and the focd was far from good.

—

T asked why the food was so poor,
and I was told that {the money
under this vote had already been
spent. If nearly a month ago the
money had been spent, surely, the
sum of $30,000 would noi be
enough to carry threugh the
hospital to the end of the vear.
I do not know which Minister of
Health wiil reply to this ques-
tion but, surely, we cannot have
patients in a public hospital
being denied proper food. 1 was
in the best room available at the
Public Hospital and the fooq
there was not good, and one can
only imagine that the people in
the poor wards must be seeing
hell. I would ask the hon. Min-
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ister whether this amount will
be enough. Let the Minister of
Health reply.

[ The hon. Minister offered

no reply. ]
Sanitary, Fuel and Light

Mr. Chandisingh: If the
Minister is not going to answer
my colleague, 1 should like to
ask a guestion in relation to
Item 11. The note siates:

"To provide for in-
creased cost of operation and
maintenance of overhead tanks
at the Hospitals at Best,
Mahaica, Mahaicony, New
Amsterdam, Canje and Port
Mourant."

1 am very much in sympathy with
providing overhead tanks and
water to these hospitals, but
would the Ministier give us the
eason for the increassd cost of
operation and mainienance?

The Minister of Health (Mr.
We have had the experi-

of a dry spell earlier this
on account of this,
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Financial Assistance to Needy
Patients

Dr. Jacob: Ttem 14. I am
all in favour of assistance to
needy patients, but the Item
calls for the provision of $500
and when we look at the note we
find that this assistance to
needy patients will be given at
the expense of allowances to
patients and discharged inmates
of the Mahaica Hospital. What
the Government is doing is dig-
ging a hole to fill a hole., It
1s going to give needy patients
some assistance, but the money
to provide this assistance will
come from that which is already
provided for patients and dis-
charged patients of the Mahaica
Hospital. What a callous Gov-
ernment! Tt is so indifferent
to the suffering of the inmates
of the Mahaica Hospital that it
would deprive these inmates of
certain things in order to give
asgsistance to the needy patients!
What the Government ought to have
done was to provide an addi-

+ional 3500, and not take it from

savings which it will make on the
allowances to patients and dis-
charged inmates of the Mahaica
Hospital.

My. Luck: I should like to
cuppert the observations of my
hon. Friend Dr. Jacob. The sum
£ $500, if it involves let us
ay 10 per cent, only vorks out to
3h0. The patients who resori te
this Hospital must be numbered
among the most unfortunate of all
aankind, and it is only right thay
we should try to give these peo-
ple as much assistance as is pos-
sible within the financial re-
sources of our country. The sum
of $700, added to the sum of
$1,000 already voied, makes a
total of only $1,500. There are

o]

n
)

+ s
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several hundred patients in this
Hospital and, surely, even if the
amount .were to be given free and
unencumbered, it must be adjudged
miserably small. But when we
consider that we will give $500
and we will take it back from the
amount set aside for allowances
to patients and discharged in-
mates of the Mahaica Hospital,
then the parsimony of this Gov-
ernment in important matters as
opposed to its squandermania in
other matters - Ankoko Island,
for instance - is clearly ap-
parent.

. Mr. Mahrmj: T regret to say
that the speakers who challenge
this Item are looking at it
through "bilious" eyes - [Laugh-
t=er.! - as they see the moon
end the sun in the same colour.
This amount of $500 is to be
~offset by savings under sub-
head 21 - Allowances to patients
and discharged inmates of the
Mahaica Hospital. There was
ne need for this amount to bhe
spent -because the number of
patients was reduced, the attend-
ance was less, the demand was
iess. On the other hand, a
paltry sum of $1,000 was provided
under subhead 30 - Financial
Assistance to Needy Patients -
aund so the amount of 3500 will
be brought over to this subhead.

2.50 p.m.

Mr. Persaud: The hon. Minis-
ter is ont of touch with what is
happening in the Hospital. Every
day patients come to me begging
for help to go te their homes.
An office was created for an
Almoner who would assess the
needs of the person who is to be
discharged. and make recommenda-
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tions for assistance. But, al-
though this office was created
and money was provided, the pa-
tients are still forced to leave
the Hespital without any aid.
Their travelling expenses are
not even paid when they are dis-
charged. I, therefore, urge
that the Minister concerned
should give consideration to
this matter.

Dr. Jacob: 1 rise to comment
on what the Minister of Health
He said that the sum
of $1,000 proved inadequate.
This is exactly the point! We on
this side of the House have
always said that the Minister of
Finance deliberately under esti-
mates expenditure. That is why
this $1,000 has been described
as paltry by the Minister of
Health, and that is why we have
all these Supplementary Estimaies
amounting to over $10 million
already.

The Chairman: Page 4.

MINISTRY OF BOUSING AND
RECONSTRUCTYON

Rehabilitatior of Bisplaced
Persons

Mr. Chandisingh: JTiem i7 -
$9,000. T sheuld like the Minis-
ter to state what are the areas
that were supplied with pure
watér during 1965 and 1966, and
whether these areas represent the
proportion of areas that need
to be supplied. In other words,
what are the existing areas that
need water supply and have not
received it?

The Minister of Heusipg and
deconstruction (Mr. Bissember):
This amount is not only for pure
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water supply but to meet some
arrears im payments that were
incurred in 1965. They are as
follows:

D’'Endragt and

Courbane Park -+ § 2,026.40
Enterprise 393.28
Annandale Swamp

and Reef Section 393. 28
Mon Repos (North) 579.92
Hope 766. 56
Vryheid’s Lust

(North) 480. 56
Owing to Sugar

Industry Labour

Welfare Fund

Committee 4,640.00
Nooten Zuil.. 3,871.04

From what I have just enumerated,
vou will see that the amounts
vary from $4,640.00 to $393.28 to
meet the supply of water in those
areas,

As far as my information
gues, there is no area at the
mement which is not supplied with
pure water. There may be some
zreas which are not getting a
proper supply as one would expect
it to be, but all these iisplaced
fersens' areas are supplied with
pure water.

Mp. Lall: I crave your in-
dulgence —-

The Chairman: Item?

Mr. Lall: TItem 15.

The Chairman: We are on

Item 17. We are not going back-
wards.
Mr. Ram Karren: In view of

this difficulty, I beg to suggest
that we consider-item after item.
For instance, I would not know —
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The Chairman: The Opposition
should act in consort. You
should consult your coileagues.
I am not going backwards at all,

Mr. Ram Karram: In that case
I would suggest that items be
called out.

The Chairman:- That is in-
keeping with the Standing Order.

Mr. Ram Karram: By the time
vou have a chance to stand on-
your feet, the whole page is
passed.

The Chairman: Page §,

MINISTRY OF FINANCE
ACCOUNTANT GENERAL

Expenses of Officers

Mr. Ram Karram: Ttem 22 -
$10,000. A few weeks ago we had
an 1tem where $15,000 was spent
allegedly because of, unexpected
termination of appointments of
expatriate officers as a comse-
quence of the attainment of Inde—
pendence. Your Homour will
recall that that item was very
severely criticised. I had made
mention of the fact that it was
very easy for any Govermment,
with a little bit of intelli-
gence, to work out in advance
which of the expatriate officers
would leave,

I presume the hon, Minister
is going to be as dumb as he has
always been on that side. He
was quite vociferocus when he was
sitting on this side of the
House. Are we going to get any
more of these Supplementary Esti-
mates in 1967? Are more exphatri-
ate officers going to resign
or retire in 1967? Is this the
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tinal amount? Surely,-the Min-
ister, or his adviser, should be
able to say how many officers
serve this Government, and how
many have gone. This is a simple
matter of subtraction.

Mr. & Aguiar: I cannot pre-
dict what the officers will do,
or when they will resign. I can
make this statement though. This
subhead refers to 10 officers who
have resigned, and 13 officers
who have been recruited since
Independence. 1In the case of
recruitment, very often advances
are made by the Crown Agents,and
there is usually some delay be-
fore those advances reach the
Accountant-General. That ex-
plains the late entry of the
increases in the Estimates.

Mr. Bam Karran: That is all
the more reason why this House
should not be feft in this way.
We thought, all along, that the
persons referred to were per-
sons who served the Government
all ‘these years, and who, as a
result of the accident of Inde-
pendence, decided to leave the
Service. Now it turns out that
the people are those who have been
recruited. If they are recruited
by the Crown Agents, they are
certainly net going to be re-
cruited on 2 day-to-day basis,
they are going to be on a con-
tractual basis.

3 p.m.

Surely, the advisers to tms
Minister would tell him that,say,
30 men are employed; 10 ﬁlll
resign after § years' service;
9 will retire after six months'
service, and so on, so that ade-
guate provision could be made at
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the beginning of the year in
order to avoid presenting this
hocus-pocus to the House. This
matter should be done in a proper
manner. It is true that an of-
ficer may decide to remain for
another two or three years and
the money will have to be pro-
vided. Surely, the hon. Minister
should not treat us like a set
of iittle children. We want
to know the facts.

.[The hon. Minister offered
no reply.”’]

MINISTRY OF FINANCE
CUSTOMS AND EXCISE
Revenue Protection

Mr. Lall: With reference
¢o subhead 9 - Revenue Protec-
tion, I notice that the hon.
Minister is asking for an addi-
tional $10,000 to suppress the
manufacture of bush rum. he
voted provision was $20,000, then
there was additional provi-
sion in the sum of $60,000, and
he is now asking for this addi-
tional $10,000 for revenue pro-
tection. So far as protection
is concerned, I should like to
know whether the revenue will be
increased as a result of the
large sums of money spent. Can
the hon. Minister tell this House
how much revenue the Government

will collect?

I want to refer to the seri-
ous epidemic in this country,
but Your Honour will not allow
me to do so. There is a serious
epidemic known as gastro—enteri-
tis in New Amsterdam, and a lot
of children are suffering and
dying almost every day through
lack of medical attention. The
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other day a child died at New
Amsterdam through lack of medical
attention.. The child waited for
two hours without receiving
medical attention. At this very
moment there are 26 children-in
one little ward. I do not see
why this $10,000 should be spent
on the suppression of the manu-
facture of bush rum at the mo-
ment. So far as the health of
children is concerned, the Gov-
ernment should take immediate
steps to provide medical atten-—
ticn for them.” Is it because the
hon. Minister of Finance is con-
cerned with the sale of rum that
he is asking for protection?

Mr. & Agniar: In reply to
the hon. Member, 1 can say that
the revenue has increased by
approximately 31 millicn. = There
have been 4757 illegal stills
destroyed; $187,368 has been paid
in fines. [Mr. Luck: "Everybody
paid fines?"] The fines were
paid.. There are cases pending
where the sum of $102,000 is
still awaiting the decision of
the Appeal Court. If ever there
was justifiable expenditure,

then this i's cne glorious example

of it.

Mr. Persaud: The hon. Minis-—
ter is speaking about the whole
year, .and not in respect of the
$60,000 approved by this Hounse
a few months ago. I know that
bush rum is not a good thing.
It is a social problem, and it
ought to be taken care of in a
different way. The Police Force
and the Customs Depariment can
take care of persons manufactur-
ing bush rum. Persons who
pessess distilleries for the
manufacture of bush rum can be
arrested by members of the Police
Force. 1 feel that it is exorbi-
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tant to use $90,000 in one year
in order to suppress the manu-
facture of bush rum. I have no
doubt in my mind that the money
is being properly spent in order
to have people who are making
bush rum arrested, but I know
some of it is being used to pay
decoys and informers.

We have already said in this
House that, under the Emergency
Regulations, exorbitant sums of
money have been. spent to pay
decoys and informers. Today we
are asked to approve $10,000 to
be used to prevent people from
manufacturing bush rum. There is
also need for law to be intro-
duced to prevent perscns from
indulging in the excessive use of
alcohol. I know that bush rum
as well as the excessive use of
rum is destroying many families
in this country. I am told that
some of the spirit dealers pro-
duce worse rum than the people
who are manufacturing bush rum.

While the Govermnment is ask—

“ing uws to vote money to help

stamp out the menufacture of bush
ruim, I think that serious con-
sideration should be given to the
sale of rum as a whole. I wonder
whether some members of the Gov-
ernment are under the influence
of cognac when they are making
decisions? I should like the hon.
Minister to withdraw this provi-
‘sion from the Estimates. Some
time ago we voted $60,000 to sup-
press the marufacture of bush
rum, and I think it is ridiculous
to come here today and ask us
to vote another $10,000 to take
care of the same matter.

I feel sure that the Govern-—
ment can use the Police Force and
the Customs Department in order
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to suppress the manufacture of
bush rum. The Magistrates have
been charging heavy fines for
such a crime. I am against the
voting of this money to pay
decoys and informers, because
the policemen are not paid from
this moneyv.

3.10 p.m.

The people who give expert
evidence ‘in bush rum cases will

also be paid from another source.

This money will be used to pay
decoys and informers and perhaps
to search for the producers of
bush rom.. Persons who are at-
tracted to this drink will pro-
duce it in secret.:

The Chairman: I should like
to turn to page 6 now.

Mr. Persand: 1 should like
to urge the Government to do
something about it.

INLAND REVENUE
Fefunds of Revemue

Dr. Jacsb: I should like to
speak on Item 27, Refunds of
Revenve, Inland Revenue Depart-
ment .. At the beginning of the
vear, the Minister asked for &
sum of $750,000.. We are told
in the legend that "expenditure
on this subhead is unpredici-
able.™ I adwit that to a certain
extent these refunds are unpre-
dictable, but I observe from this
Pepsr that the refunds will total
over a million dollars. This

‘28TH DECEMBER,

Financial 2486

Paper No. 5/66

1966

confirms the c¢harge I made that
the Minister of Finance was dis-
honest when he presented the
Estimates to the Assembly.

Mr. d’Aguiar: 1 very much
regret that the amount required
for refunds was underestimated,
but so was the payment of tax to
the Inland Revenue Department
underestimated by approximately

$5 million.

Dr. Jaeob: I am reliably
informed that the Minister of
Finance refuses to take official
advice.” Surely there are com-
petent people in the Inland
Revenue Department who can make
these estimates.. The Department
does indeed present estimates,
but they are discarded by the
United Force Minister of Finance.
That is why he is finding himself
in this embarrassing position
today. He will be further em-
barrassed when he comes to pre-
sent the Estimates for 1967.

Mr. d’ Aguiar: T must re-
port that the estimates made by
the officials were too low and T
increased them.. My estimates
were also too low.. I apologise
for not being able to estimate
the exact amount.: I do not think
that anybody could.-

The Chairmaa: Page 6.

MINISTRY OF WORKS AND

HYDRAULICS
Drainage Tremch at Szlem and
Naamryek
Mr. Ram Karram: T notice

from reports in the newspapers
thet the Prime Minister was
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draining the whole-of the West
Coast, Berbice, over the week-
end.. Six inches of rain fell
over the Christmas week-end.
Some time ago the hon. Minister
of Finance said that if he had
engineers he would be ahle to
drain a flood equal to that faced
by Noah in Mount Ararak, yet here
we are asked to pay conasel's
fees and make ex gratia payments
to seven persons for crops lost
through construction of a drain-
age trench at Salem and Naamryck.

There are three cases pending
in the Garden of Eden area,
which was flooded over the week-
end.” The Black Bush Polder area
iz in shambles. I know the hon.
Minister of Finance has his knife
in the people of Black Bush Pol-
der. QOuiside of this House he
said it was not properly planned,
and when the consultanti wrote a
letter to him he apologised. He
said he was not referring to that
area, he was referring to Torani.
I wish he would say it outside
of the House apgain.

What does this Government
propose to de with this area
which floods regularly and which
can be developed so that flooding
can be avoided? What is to hap-
pen with Garden of Eden where
irenches are not properly main-
tained, due to ithe incompetence
of the Ministry of Works and
Hudraulics? I do not say it is
due to my hon. Frieund's personal
incompetence. He has a great
deal to carry already, but the
Government is squandering money.
This list gives an indication
of the underestimation that takes
place and of the wasting of
funds. At the same time nothing
is being done with respect to
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important matters in the life
of the nation, providing food,
maintaining people, and reducing
unemployment .

In the Garden of Eden area,
the irenches are all silted up
and no effort is being made to
clean them.  Where a few trenches
are being cleaned, the contracts
are given out to friends of the
Government. No proper system
of making contracts is in force
and, as a result, the rainfall
over the past week-end is going
to cause a tremendous amount
of harm to the farmers. People
who are not prepared to go hat
in hand to the fovernment; people
who are prepared to provide food
for themselves, for their fami-
lies and for the nation are going
to suffer.

I hope that the Government,
whether it be the Attorney-Gene-
ral's Office or the Ministry of
Works and Hvdraulics, will pay
outstanding claims to people who
have suffered losses from floods
or from drought, and that the
canals will be drained so that
there will be no recurrence of
flooding. I hope the Gevernment
will make a fresh start in the
New Year.

The Minister of Works and
Hydraulies (Mr. Kasim): I should
like to draw to the atiention of
hon. Members that this damage
was done during the term of
office of the last speaker, when
he was Minister of Works and
Hvdraulics. It happened during
1956 and 1960 because of the
incompeience of the last Gov-
ernment.

Vir. Ram Karram: Drainage and

irrigation fell under the Minis-
try of Agriculture from 1957 to
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1961. There were three floods
during the period because of the
construction of dams in certain
areas.

Mr. Kasim: I am rather sur-
prised to hear that.. If it hap-
pened at that time, the former
Government could have settled the
claims and not left it to us.

The Chairman:
to the next page.

I am turning

MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE

Water Transport

Mr. Bemm: [ should like to
find out ‘from the hon. Minister
of Agriculture what)] is the "dn-
creased activity in extension
services in the interior' that is
mentioned here, and how many
officers are statiomned in the

" Rupununi and in the North West-

District.

- 3.20 p.m.

The Minister of Agriculture
(Mr. John): The increased ex-
penditure is due to increased
‘activity relating mainly to
changes in praclices as we are
moving from.the coastlands to
the interior. It will not be
possible for me to give the exact
number of officers.

Mr. Benn: 'Can -the hon.
Minister tell ws what is the
position with respect to the
agricultural activities at Monkey
Mountain? “Secondly, what is the
position in relatiom to cattle
in the Rupununi? The Trinidad
Government had refused to pur-
chase our cattle because of the
foot-and-mouth disease.: I wonder
if the situation has improved.

- Government department.

stationed in those districts:
are doing their best to give

" whatever services are available.

Mr. Benn: Surely, the hon.
Minister can give us a better
answer than that. Can the hon.

“Minister tell us what is the

position at Bara Cara? The hon.
Member Mr. Blair used to raise

" a hue and cry about Bara Cara

when he was on this side. I
under stand that for several
months no agricultural officer
has visited Bara Cara, and the
people are finding it difficult
to send their produce to the
In addi-
tion to this, the people in the
Berbice River area are also.suf-
fering. The agricultural officer
was to be stationed at Torani or
somewhere about. Can the Minis-
ter tell us something about this?

Mr. Johm: Agricultural of-
ficers continue: to serve these
areas as best as they can. It
takes quite a lot of time to get
around to these areas.

Mr. Benm: Is the hon. Min-
ister saying that an agricultural
officer visited Bara Cara recent-
1ly? Can the hon.' Minister tell
vs if there is an agricultural
officer stationad at Torani serv-
ing the people in the Berbice
River area?

[The hon. Minister offered
no reply. ]
Botaniec ‘Gardens
Mr. BRem Karran: Item 2. The

note states: "There has been
increased expenditure on labour
and other charges" - I do not
know what these sther charges
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to prepare the Gardens for recent
important celebrations and supply
and transport flowers and
plants for decoration of Gov-
ernment buildings." If plants
from the Gardens are being trans-
ported to Government build-
ings, provision is madé for
transportation under the Head
dealing with Agriculture.

I cannot understand what
Head this is. There is no file
number here and, unless the Min-
ister has something to tell us,
I suspect that this is a fish-
catching arrangement.. I under-
stand that a number of boys
are employed to go and catch fish
in the Gardens to provide exer-
cise for the Prime Minister.: But
put it under the correct Head, do
not hide it here.. I am sure that
every Member here is prepared to
give the hon. Prime Minister
something to do in his spare
time.. He ought to get someomne
to catch fish for him.:

I challenge the hon.: Minister
of Agriculture to bring the file
here and satisfy this House that
the sum of $9,000 was expended:
or is to be expended under this
Head. I think that the Govern-
ment is hiding this fish-catching
business under this Head.

Me. Jehe: There were impori-
ant celebrations this year and
it was necessary to iransport
flowers and plants to decorate
and improve the appzarance of
Government buildings. I think
the hon.  Mzmber will agree with
me.

The Chsirman: 1 want to
move away from this.

is my responsibility to deal with
agriculture and I should like an
opportunity to deal with a few
points.

'"Purchase, Préduption and Dis-

tribution of Seeds and Plants

Mr. Benn:

I wish to speak on
Item 3.

The note states:

"To provide for the
increased demand for planting
material the sale of which
will result in increased
revenue, "

I wish to ask the hon. Minister
of Agriculture what is being done
in relation to the payment of
bonuses. I understand that many
persons have planted coconuts
and they have not secured their
bonuses. They have made repeated
requests to the Ministry and mno
notice has been taken of them.
Can the Minister say something
about this? Secondly, are the
bonuses still to be paid?
Thirdly, has there been any
increase in the price of cocoa
plants, citrus plants and coconut
plants?

~ Mr. Jjohm: The question of
payment of bonuses does seem to
take some time and we must bear
in mind that, in some instances,
claims are submitted in places
iike the Pomeroon district and
‘these claims have to be proces-—
sed.” There are also certain in-
stances where investigations have
to be carried out.

I am not aware of any in-
crease in charges, but I should
like to remind the hon. Member
that, very often, the charges a7e
sometimes less ‘than 50 per &ent
of the actual cost of production.
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The Chairman: Are you satis-

fied, Mr. Benn?

Benn:

Mr. Yes, sir.

Page 2.

The Chairman:

Maintenance of District Gffices

Mr. Bemm: Item 5. About
two weeks ago I.paid a visit to
the Black Bush Polder Land Devel-
opment Scheme and the Garden of
Eden Land Development Scheme.
I discovered that the office of
the agricultural officer at
Garden ot Eden is in a terrible
state of disrepair. Several
farmers have complained that they
have not seen the officer and
that they are troubled by some
disease in avocado pears. It
appears as if the officer has too
much to do. I hope the Minister
will look inte this.

As regards the Black Bush
Polder, I discovered that the
demonstration plot, which used
to ke looking well with cabhages
and the like, is now under very
high grass. I do not know if the
bon. Minister is now dealing with
cattle there, but the grass is as
hich as a.staircase and the
agricnltural officer’s house is

covered with grass.

3.30 p.m.

The hon. Prime Minister is
saying every day that we must
buy local. A lot of cabbages
nsed to be produced at Black
Bush Polder. The gquentity is
considerably less over the last
yvear or two. The hon. Minister
should tell this House why,
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Mr. Jobm: We have always
listened to complaints made by
farmers. That goes for Black
Bush Polder or any other place.
The hon. Member talked of the
guantity of cabbages that used to
be produced at Black Bush Polder.
But he should also tell the House
that he did not have proper ar-
rangements to market them, and
that a number of people ceased

" to produce because of that.

Mr. Bemm: Perhaps there is
a new arrangement. People at
several places are cultivating
cabbages and the Agricultural
Station has "sour grass".

Dairy Farming Expansion -
Maintenance Expenses

Mr. Bemn: I wish to deal
with the next Item, that is,
Item No. 6, Dairy Farming Expan~
sion - Maintenance Expsnses -
$12,000. I wonder if the Minis-
ter could tell us what happened
to the revolving heifer scheme
and, secondly, if those {armers
who had heen set up scme years
ago all over the country 1o show
other farmers how to carry on,
are still carrying on?

Mr. Jehr: The hon. Member
knows ‘that the revolving cattle
scheme was discouiinued before we
came into office, the reason
being thati sufficient training
has not been given tc some of the
people to care for the cattle.

Mr., Bepm: The hon. Minister
is not answering the guestion.
Perhaps it is very good for agri-
culture that he is being removad
from that Ministry.. Could the
hon. Minister say what is the
Government's policy - I believe
there is a policy - on the ques-
tion of the Rice Assessment Tri-
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bunal?
P PP,

Do not tell us that the
was in office for seven

years and it did not do anything.

You said you could do better, so
let us hear what you have been
doing.:

Mr. John: The term has been
extended by ome year, and we
have explained in this House
that the Government is examining
the Ordinance with a view to
making the neressary amendments.

Me. Bemn: Do I understand
that the Rice Marketing Board
and the Rice Producers' Associa-
tion will be consulted when this
takes place? I read recently
that appointments were made to
the Rice Assessment Committee,
and the Rice Producers' Associa-
tion, which used to be consulted
was not consulted.

[The hon. Kinister offered
no reply.”]

The Chairman: Page 2.

DEPARTMENT OF EXTERNAL
AFFAIRS

Transpert and Travelling

Mr. Lwek: I am very sorry
that the hon. Minister of Fi-
nance is away at the present
time.:

The Chairman:
you or?

Mr. Lack: Jtem No. 1 of the
page you called, whicu is to pro-
vide for payment of Crown Agents
Vouchers.’

¥hat page are

The additional provision now
sought is $14,400. I should like
to have some further information
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sn this item.. We are not told
in relation to what these Crown
Agents vouchers were issued,
and I would like to know
whether this is not a case of
unlawful expenditure by the Gov-
ernoment Service which, ex post
facto, this House is being asked,
to regularise by -voting money.
What is this money supposed to
do? Surely, we are entitled to
be told! I would ask that some
spokesman on behalf of the
Government tell us what is in-
volved in this particular item.

[No reply was offered. ]

Mr. Ram Karran: 1 thought
that the hon. Prime Minister
would have answered the question
in view of the fact that he is
taking charge of extermal af-
fairs. 1 want to deal with the
same item.. It 1s stated in the
legend that the amount is to be
offset by savings on other sub-
heads of Head 4. Surely, the
House should have been told what
are the subheads from which the
savings will be offset! This
House should not be treated
in such a cavalier manner.. It
should not be treated with such
contempt. In all my years in
+this House I have never seen &
Paper prepared like this. As my
hon. Friends pointed cut just
now, it is to provide for Crown
Agents vouchers, but that could
not be so uniess "transport" is
for the High Commissioner in Lon-
don.

3.40 p.m.

0f course, the legend cam-
tinues:
“ . ..to provide for
travelling expenses of the
offices in New York and Wash-
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ington which could not be
precisely anticipacec. in the
early part of the year.”

I respectfully suggest that this
Financial Paper be corrected, so
that it will not go down om the
records that this House has been
treated in such a manner. At
no time at all, as far as I can
remember, has this matter been
dealt with. This sort of thing

will create a precedent which

‘will give this Government an op-
portunity to bide expenditure
by not- stating the facts.

I repeat what the hon. Minis-
ter of Finance mentioned in his
party’s manifesto-

““The Public Accounts
Committee should have as its
Chairman a member of the
Opposition.”

The Public Accounts Committee
does not meet. [Mr. d’Agumiar:

"Members of the (Opposition re-—.

fused to sit on the Committee.”]
Very early in the history of this
House, the Leader of the House
made 2 statement that we on this
side had refused to serve on the
Public Accounts Committee when
in truth and in fact nobody, with
the exception of Mr. Bowman, had
spoken to him. It has been re-
corded here that the hon. Leader
of the House is a siranger to the
truth.

I have already pointed out
that this House is performing
the fanctions of the Public
Accounts Committee which does
not exist and on which there is
no member of the Opposition. I
feel that the entire nation
ought to know what takes place
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in this House so far as the
spending of money is concerned.
There are two suggestions I wish
to make, unless the hon. Prime
Minister or one of his Ministers
can tell this House exactly what
is meant by .the statement con-
tained in the legend.: Please
tell us under what subheads the
savings will be offset. The hon.
Mirister of Finance has already
said that he cannot tell us.. If
he ¢cannot give us the necessary
information, ther this Financial
Paper should be withdrawn and the
necessary amendments should be
made to it. Certain things can
be hidden in these votes without
an indication being given of what
is actually taking place.

The Chairman:
second part.

Page 2 of the

Redecoration and furnishing

Residence of High Commissioner

Mr. Lmek: 1 should like to
speak on Item 8, Subhead 17 -
(ﬁew) - Redecoration and furnish-
ing of the High Commissioner's
residence - $18,000. This seems
and the
hon.: Minister is coming before
this House for money to be spent
on this Item every three months.
Why are we spending so much
money on one man? Ii is quite
clear that the Guyana High Com- -
missioner, having regard "o the
financial 9051t1on of this small
country, must be one of the most
expensive diplomats in this
world. What is the purpose of
our having a High Commissioner
in London?

We have to keep an eye on
this expenditure. I remember
some time ago we were asked to
nrevious to
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that we were asked to vote
$60,000 to take care of this
matter. I would think that pro-
viding housing accommodation for
this gentleman must have cost
this Governmeni nearly $200, 000
to date. Today we are asked.
0 vote an additional §18,000,
and the hard pressed taxpayers
of this country will have to foot
the bill.:

We are one of the most
heavi ly taxed people in this
world. Weighed with taxes, we
are asked to spend another
$18,000 to provide for redecora~
tion and refurnishing of the
‘house in which Sir Lionel Luckhoo
has to live.  Every Member in
{his House knows that this Gov-
ermment has already spent nearly
$170,000 on this item. When will
this sort of thing end? This
gentleman receives 2 sum in
excess of $40,000 as allowances.
The Govermment gave him a car for
$16,000; he does not have to pay
his chauffeur or the maid to look
after his children; he does not
pay house rent; he does not pay

for lighti and fuel; Le does not
have to buy clothes for his wife

and his children.. In addition
to all of this at this time of
the year - Chrisfmas - we are
_asked to spend an additional
$18, 000 on Sir Lionel Luckhoo's
house! How much are we going 1o
spend to maimiin this gentleman?

Sir, we #:l know that this
gent leman is well fixed. We know
that, having been the Attorney
for Reynolds Metal Company for
several years, he does not have
to work in ‘this high office. I
speak with feeling on this mat-
ter, because as I was coeming to
this House I saw a family in the
direst need. The whale of Camp-
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"bellville is now flooded. Book-

ers keep pumping water on our
land, and the area is’ flooded.
[Interruption.”} 1 do not grudge
anybody living in style; the hon.
Prime Minister has his own ex-
pensive style.. Must we pay for
him as well as Sir Lionel?

On the other side of the
Atlantdic we have to look after
Sir John Carter.. We notice that
for every $20,000 spent on Sir
Tionel we have to spend $25,000
on Sir John, and I predict with
certainty that we will soon be
asked to provide more money for
the New York office.

3.50 p.m.

Where will this end? Time
and again in this Assembly we
have criticised the fact that
represcntatives of a mendicant
country - and this: is a mendicant
country - should live om this
scale.. It is a sure sign that
something is wrong with this
country. How can we, in all
honesty, have our representatives
living off the best in the world,
when those same representatives

sve to visit poor, hard-pressed

countries - Epgland is even more
hard-pressed than we are - to beg
for food to feed our children?
Qur representatives go in top-
hats and scissor-tail coats and
this is wholly inappropriate.

I hope that hon. Members on
the other side will join with us
in this matter. 1 see my hon.
Fricad, Mr. Carrington, the
irade unionist sitting there.
He has to see 60 workmen from the
Transport and Harbours Department
laid off while 318,000 is to be
voted for the purchase of cur-
tains. I cannot see for what
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else this money would be required
because the High Commissioner
has everything he needs: the
Rolls, the nanny, the fireside.

This type of expenditure is
infectious.; It started in "The
Residence" and has pervadad the
whole Govermment apparatus.: The
Minister of Works and Hydraulics
sits on a pile of carpets, as my
friend Mr.: Ram Karran said.. No-
body would object to people liv-
ing in a reasonable style pro-
vided they paid for it them-
selves.” I would never object to
a man living as he wished, pro-
vided that he paid for it, but
this gentleman, Lionel Luckhoo,
has cost us too much already,
putting aside the Reynolds deal.
Men who are millionaires should
nct ask us to put, more money
into their pockets.

The Prime Minister: It may
be that a certain amount of in-
eptness induced by the holiday
season has caused my hon. and
learned Friend not to notice that
this is a new item to provide
for payment for redecoration and
refurnishing expenses in connec-—
tion with the residence of the
High Commissioner.. The House was
bought and had to be redecorated.
Naturally it had to be furnished.
Accounts have now come in from
the Crown Agents, who were re-
sponsible.:

If the hon. Member would valy
look at the document, and cast
aside the blur induced by exces-
sive drinking, he would notice
that this is a new item for re-
decoration which is a normal
process when one is moving into
a new nouse. With regard to his
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verbal perambulations and inac-
curacies in respect of the Rolls
Royce car that is owned by the
Government and used by the High
Commissioner, 1 may say it is an
ordinary Austin Princess, which
is the type of car diplomats
from the poorest countries use
in London. There is nothing ex-
traordinary about it, except
that it is a limousine.. I find
it is a little difficult to un-
derstand the tirade.. I{ my non.
and learned Friend wanted to
choose sme other item for cri-
ticism, he might have done so.

Mr. Luck: . I should like to
ask the hon. Prime Minister to
consider again his statement. Is
he saying that we have not pre-
viously redecorated and refurn-
ished the residence of the london
High Commissioner? I clearly re-
collect that the svm of $60,000,
was voted for redecorating and
refurnishing the house of the
London High Commissioner

The Prime Minister: 1 am not
a person who is afraid of saying
he is wrong wlem he is wrong. 1
shall do so whenever my hon, and
learned Friend can find elsewhere
this item which appears as a new
classification and which I have
on the information of my Perma-
nent Secretary is a new item.
This lcoseness in one who has
the good fortune to be trained
in the law and who masgquerades
as a teacher cannot be tolerated.
If the hon Member recollects this
and if he can bring evidence of
it, I would be the first to apol-
ogise and to say I was wrongly
informed by my Permanent Secre-
tary that this was a new item.

The Chairman: We shall turn
10 the last page.
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MINISTRY OF COMMUNICATIONS

Telephone Corporation

Mr. Ram Karram: On the last
page I notice that the hon. Min-
ister of Communications is asking
approval for almost double the
amount that was ciginally esti-
mated for the establishment of
the Telephone Corporation. A few
days ago legislation was imwnro-
duced for the establishment of
the Corperation. 'The Mimister,
as hon. Members will recall, was
very vague with respect to what
was going to take place. I
assume that this amount has al-
ready been spent because a large
sum of money like this could nect
be spent between today and Old
Year's Day, and I cannot imagine
that this allocation is for next
year.

I wonder whether the Minis-
ter will tell us what stage has
been reached with respect to the
setting up of the Corporation,
and whether this money is for
additional chairs or telephones.
Will he also tell us where he is
setting up .the Cerporatim?

The Mipister of Comuamica-
tions (Mr. Correia): The amount
of $17,560 is required for of-
fices, equipment, statiomery and
as an advance to an accountant
for his car. These are initial
2XpEnses. .

Mr. Ram aarran: Will the
Minister ‘then say how the original
vote of $18,000 was spent? Has
it been spent?

[The hon. Minister offered
no reply.”]
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MINISTRY OF FINANCE

Loans to Local Antherities

Mr. Ram Karram: While I am
on my feet may I mention that
this Government, which has been
so solicitous of poor persons,
particularly those in rural areas
whose votes thev requested, comes
to this Assembiy and tells us
that about $200,000 will be owed
by these persons over a number of
years. The Local Authorities
did not pav this money OVeT

‘the years, so now it is to_be

"squeezed” out of them. The
money that is owed is to be con-
verted into a loan and persouns
who cen hardly meet their normal
expenses will be expected to re-
pay this amount over a period of
five years.

The Members of the Government
~ the Minister of Finance in
particular - heve always spoken
about free. services to the com-
munity, especially with respect
to water. This action is shame-
ful and shocking in a country
which is 'subject to floods and
drought, and where there are
epidemics such as gastro-enteritis
and other water-borne disesases.

Assembly resumed.

Sitting suspendsd at 4 p.m.
4.36 p.a.
On resumption —

Assembly in Committee of Sup-
ply.

The {hairmsn: The last page.

Mr. Ram Karrasa: When the
suspension was taken I was deal-
ing with Item 2 on the last page
and T was trying to draw the
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Government's attemtion to the
very grave burdem which is
being placed on the shoulders
of the Local Authorities and on
the taxpayers in these Local
Authorities. I recall that, on
another occasion, when the previ-
ous Government sSought, at the
request of the Local Authorities,
to impose a minimal H% on out-
‘standing amounts ow&d by the tax-
payers to the Local Authorities,
those Members who now grace this
Chamber on the other side were
most. pernicious in their condem-
nation of that measure, even
though it was at the request of
the Loeal Authorities. Today we
see these hearts turned into
stone and, from all appearances,
from all the facts available to
me and to Members of this House -
even those on the Government
sjde — it is impossible for
these Local Authorities to find
and pay this very large sum of
$200,000.

e were told that they were
very shortly going to embark upon
Marshallisation. The hon. Minis-
ter is not in his seat; he is al-
ways absent at the most important
times: Are we going to -saddle
these young Local Authorities,
who will shortly be called upon-
to shoulder additional burdens
under the Marshall plam, with
this huge sum of $200,0007 Sure-
1y, the hon. Minister of Finance
can find some way in which this
amouni can be written off. Many
of these Local Authorities are
very, very small.. There are
Local Authorities like Relief and
Support - the names alome indi-
cate something. Buxton, too,
must also contribute to the pay-
ment.

28TH DECEMBER,

2506

Financial
Paper No. 5/66

1966

1 remember that on the rare
occasions when my friend the
Parliamentary Secretary to the
Ministry of Works and Hydraulics
addressed this House, he used
to make a strong_appeai for this
h%. 1 wish he would raise his
voice in protest against this
very large sum being saddled on
these Local Authorities, includ-
ing Kitty. Water is very import-
ant to these people, particularly
at this time. I emphasise "at
this time" because water-borne
diseases are affecting the whole

country; even in Georgetown there
are cases of gastro-enteritis.

4.40 p.m.

I see that "Reconstruction®
is being struck out of the Minis-
try. Perhaps the Government is
not concerned whether the persons
living in the displaced persons'
area have gastro-enteritis.
Since this is, I hope, the last
Supplementary Provision for 1966,
I stromgly urge the hon, Min-
ister of -Finance and his collea-
gues to do justice to the people
and to wipe out this incrimina-
ting evidence in so far as the
Local Authorities are concerned.

The Chairman:
the Question.

Question put, and agreed to.

I am putiing

Motion carried.

Assembly resumed.

Mr. & Aguiar: 1 beg to re-
port that the Committee of Supply
has come to a Resolution in re-
spect of the proposals set out in
Financial Paper No. h, without
amendment. I, therefore, move
that this House agree with the
Committee in the said Resolution.

Question put, and agreed to.
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Mr. Speaker: We will resume ground of world affairs, and

debate on the Agreement.

GUYANA’S PARTICIPATION -

CARIFTA AGREEMENT

The Assembly resumed déﬁate

on the following Motion:
“Whereas on the ISth
day of December, 1965, an
Agreement providing for the
establishment of a Caribbean
Free Trade Association was
signed on behalf of the Gov-
ernments of British Guiana,

Barbados and Antigua;

IN

And whereas the said
Agreement was laid in the
House of Assembly on the 25th
day of April, 1966;

And whereas there was
laid in the National Assem-
bly on the 20th day of Decem-
ber, 1966, a further Agree-
ment supplementary to the
Agreement first above men-
tioned dealing with certain
matters which had arisen in
connection therewith and
signed on behalf of the Gov-
ernments of Guyana, Antigua
and Barbados:

Now, therefore, be it
resolved that this National
Assembly approve of Guyana's
participation in the said
Agreement and her becoming a
member of the Association
accordingly.' [Minister of
Trade, Shipping and Civil
;. Aviation.]

The Minister of Economice
Development (Mr. Thomas): When
the House adjourned last Thurs-
day, I was about to summarise
my agruments to the Motion. I
pointed out that this Agreement
must be seen against the back-

against the background of those
countries that are attempting to
find some solution to the econo-
mic problems.: I am convinced
that, in an attempt to analyse
the CARIFTA Agreement, we must
postulate some body of principles
upon which we can argue for or
against the Motion.. I deliber-
ately selected the German Zollve-
rein because I think that we can
learn from the lessons of his-
tory. We can learn about what
took place some time in the past,
and also see what pitfalls are
likely to be met and how these
pitfalls can be avoided.:

In analysing the first at-
tempt at economic integration,
we were able to see what accrued
directly or indirecily from the
movement, and also to see the
trend that world economics took
since 1834. The year 1871 was
regarded as the high-water mark
of the free trade movement in
BEurope.” We can well ask: Why
is 1t that, with Europe in the
nineteenth century bent on .liber-
alism and free'trade,'there was
a movement away from these even.
though the Germans had put for-
ward a plan which worked excel-
lently and which continued to
work excellently? The economic
integration of Germany had made
Germany strong economically, and
the result of this was a strong
political lineation.

I further pointed out that,
in spite of the good that Europe
had seen. emanating from this,
there was the mad scramble for
empire after the eighteenth cen-
tury, which resulted in the rape
of Africa. We saw that good in-
tentions can fall by the wayside
if men's hearts are not bent on
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achieving reasonable integration.

Britain attempted in 19381 +to
piece together the econmomy of a
shattered empire, and we had the
Ottawa Conference of 1932 which
lefi us with the imperial prefer-
ence system.

‘Then came the war in 1939.
We do not know exactly what were
the causes but there were m:.y.
I do feel that during the period
1933 to 1939 Germany was bursting
at its economic seams, and if you
had followed closely -the machina-
tions of -the Western countries ‘to
enclose Germany, you may have
seen how Germany manoeuvered her
way out.

4.5 p.m.

¥hy was ii thei Germany
marched on Poland and then
blockaded the Rhine by block-
ading Belgium and the low coun-
tries from 1933 to 1945 when
Hitler was in power? There was
full employment aznd inmcreasing
productivity in Germany because
there was 2 unified economic Sys-
tem, and it is the power of Ger-
many of which Western Europe is
afraid.- The Sovieit Union will
never agree to the unification
of Germany, because she regards
Germany’s economic mighi as a
threat to pezce.

Arising out of what I have
said, I may postulate that it is
the economic strength of a nation
that will determine its pelitical
strength and not vice versa. 1
further stated ihat there can be
np political unity unless a
nation's economy rests on & firm
foundation.” I even suggested

28TH DECEMBER, 1966

in CARIFTA 2510
Agreement

that the break-up of the West
Indian Federation was due to the
absence of ecomomic unity.

I further tried to show that
after the war of 1939 - 45 we
saw a second move by the inations
of Western Furope making a con-
scious effort to have some kind
of regulation in international
trade, and the result was, as
you know, the Havana Conference
which led to the General Agree-
ment on Tariffs and Trade. The
International Monetary Fund and
the International Bank of Recon-
struction and Development came in

1946.

In the light of these inter-
national movements to stabilise
economic forces, can we sit idly
by, arguing among ourselves on
political issues, without making
some conscious effort at economic
regulation or economic integra-
tion by pooling our resources
so that we can break away from
this vicious circle of poverty?
Where do we go from here? What
have we learnt from the lessons
of history? Firstly, taking the
formation of the Zollverein in
1834 into consideration, I am
postulating that one or two coun-
tries in this Caribbean area
must take the lead.. Whether this
lead comes from Guyana, or Barba-
dos, or Amtigua, is irrelevant
to the main argument. Somebody
must taker the lead economically.
In this case Guyana together with
Jarbados and Antigua made the
first move.: ;

Again, I say that, with the
lessons of history before us, it
is quite evident that in their
own interest other countries
in the Caribbean will follow
suit. It is not unlikely that
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another group may be formed in
the Caribbean. 1 am taking the
lessons of history as my guide.
I have stated that the Northern
States of Germany, led by Prus-
sia, made the first move; the
Southern States, led by Saxony,
made the second move; and the
Central States decided that they
would joim.

If I may digress for a
moment, it is interesting to note
that in 1837 Austria made a move
to join the European Common Mar-
ket — exactly 100 years ago.
History is most interesting, be-
cause it shows that it was to the
mutual benefit of those countries
that they should come together.
I made a statement to the effect
that, because of our own pov-
erty, it is right .for the coun-
tries in the Caribbean to stick
together in their adversity be-
cause the European free trade
area may fall apart. We know
+hat Austria tried to opt out of
the free trade area by joining
the European Common Market, and
we saw England, almost on her
knees, begging to become a member
of the European Common Market.
If Austria and England move out,
then it is very likely that the
free trade area will dissolve.
All of this is speculation, buti
T have no intention to speculate
on this matter.

] assume that some people
may be piqued because Burnham
made the firss» move. Again, that
is just a matter of opinion
whether he made the move or Errol
Barrow made the move. In any
case, Guyana has been in front.
I must point out that others
had the chance to make the move
but perhaps they preferred to
play for higher stakes in the
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international field and to ignore
the immediate area of economic
activity. That, again, is a mat-
ter of opinion. I still feel
that we should attempt to solve
our problems in Guyana and in the
Caribhean before we attempt to
get into ‘the international sphere
where we may be used as pawns in
some international game bigger
than we can afford to play.

I am atiempting to jump the
gun and show the arguments that
are likely to come forward from
the Opposition Benches. The
least likely arguments to come
from those who are against the
Motion would be that the capi-
talists and imperialists will
attempt to entrench themselves
in our country. But I ask: What
would prevent them from entrench-
ing themselves if we weére sepa-
rated?

5 p.m.

At the moment we are separate
economic units and what do we
£ind? Caneda is wooing ome Prime
Minister; America is wooing
another Minister and keeping them
apart. There are jealousies on
all sides. Why cannot Jamaica
and Guyana get together to at-
tempt to solve their ecomomic
problems as regards bauxite and
aluminium? We are separate en-
tities and yet the capitalists
have entrenched themselves.
Therefore, the argument that if
we come together the capitalists
and imperialisis will entreuch
+lemselves does not hold water.

Let me revert to the fact
that bauxite is to be found in
these territories. Up to 1963
Jamaica and Guyana controlled 30
per cent of the world reserves



2513 Guyana’s
Participatio~
[MR. THOMAS_]

and-output of bauxite, but we
never smelted one ounce of it.
Canada does not produce one ounce
pf bauxite, but it refines 15
per cent of the world output of
aluminium. The United State
has 8 per cent of the known re-
serves, and her output of alumin-
ium is 40 per cent. We see,
therefore, that two countries,
Canada and the United States,
together produce 8 per cent of
the bauxite in the world and pro-
duce AH per cent of the world's
supply of aluminium while, on
the other hand, Jamaica and Guy-
ana together produce 30 per cent”
of the world's supply of bauxite
but not one ounce of aluminium.

There is the question of
divide and rule when we are
separate.. There are slaps on
the back aad gifts, an aercplame
here and a road there.. You are
happy because you can do nothing.
I warn the Members on the
opposite side, who are thinking
of nationalising bauxite, that
they should start thinking again,
because when nationalisation
takes place, the big companies
Kaiser, Alcan, Alcoa and the
others will keep us out of the
markets.: We will have nothing
but mud.  They will not allow u:
to sell in their markets. That
is one reason why they will see
to it that there is no smelter in
this country.. If there is a
smelter and then naticnalisation
iakes place, pzople will buy
ingot They do not "make
sny¢es" with ingots.

There is still a fear that
Dr.: Jegan will come back to power
and will natiomalise industries.:
T postulate that we will have

28TH DECEMBER,

in CARIFTA

Agreement

1966 2514

to come together with other
Caribbean territories.” The argu-
ment that, if we do so, the capi-
talists and imperialists will
entrench themselves, will not
hold, because if we remain sepa-
rate they will do much better for
themselves.:

An argument may be put for-
ward that when this Free Trade
Agreemzat for economic integra-
tion comes.into force, the for-
eign capitalists will join forces
with local capitalists and form a
market for their goods. But they
do not have to wait for the
formation of a customs union or
a free trade area to do that.:
They have already started to do
it and they can continue.:

Another argument that is
likely to be advanced is that the
move is political.. I say that
political motivation is only in-
cidental. Hon. Members could not
possibly believe that one would
go into an Agreement of this sort
and ignore the political conse-
guences of the move. Let us bhe
a little more mature and argue
like this: Since mar is by na-
ture basically selfish, it is
very unlikely that peaple in the
small islands of the Caribbean
will flock into Guyana for the
salte of some poiitical party when
their econcmic well-being 1s ig-
nored.. Do hon. Members believe
that the ordinary inhabitant of
Barbados, St. Vincemt, St.  Lucis
or Antigua, will leave his
native'soil to support a politi—
cal party? Let us be res istiu
To say itbat this is politically
monlwateé is begging the gues-
tion, because it is implicit in
any such Agreement that pelitical
facters will have to be taken
into account.
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I shall not detain the As-
sembly much longer.. Perhaps
this will be my last major speech
in this House, but to round off
my speech I should say that .hon.
Members on the opposite side must
look at this whole question in
the context of economic integra-
tion in the Carihbean in the in-
terest of relieving poverty. As
stated in the Preamble to the
Agreement, the Governments of
Antigua, Barbados and British
Guiana:

“ CONVINCED that such
elimination aof barriers to
trade can best he achieved by
the imm=-diate establishment
of a Free Trade Area and the
ultimate creation of a Cus-
toms Unicn and a viable
Fconcemic Community fer all
the Caribbean Territories
who so desire;

HAVE AGREED as fol-

lows:?’

We are not thinking in terms
of a narrow political strategy;
we are thinking of the future of
an area with peeple who have a
commor hackground of 1mm1 ration,

xploitation and so on.” It is
necessary for us to think as a
mature yPupte and to get our
sights on the target. Tt is only
then that I can see economic
survival and a forward ecomomic
movement in the Caribbean as ¢
whole. [ 4pplause.”]

5.20 p.n.

Mr. Luck: This Agreement
establishing the Caribbean Free
Trade Association comstitutes
the most significant and far-
reaching proposal to be put
before this National Assembly for
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it seeks the creation of a free
trade area within which there
would be free and unhindered
movement not only of goods but of
persas as well. Indeed, so im-
portant are the proposals herein
contained that it is a matter of
deep regret that the Government
did not think it right to involve
and consult with the official
Oppositien in all the negotia~
tions which led up to the signing
of this Agreement.

In Great Britain, it is com-
mon knowledge that both the
Government and the official
Oppesition are intimately bound
up in the negotiations which

‘would lead to Britain's entry

into the European Commen Market..
In this country, we of the offi-
cial Opposition represent the
largest single party in this
country and we were merély asked
by the Minister of Trade, Ship-
ping and Civil Aviation (Mr. Ken-
dall) to give our comments on the
Agreement after it had been
signed.. In this way, I presume,
our Govermment fulfils its pledge
to establish, ir this country,
a consultative democracy.

We in the People's Progres-
sive Party are not umnaware that
the créatlun or the establishment
of an economic viability in coun-
tries as small 23 Guyana is a
matter of consummate difficulty,
if not an impossibility. We are
aware that the terms cof trade
over the years have been chang-
ing in a way that is very detri-
mental to countries sueh as ours.
We are aware that we have to ex-
port twice as much to get the
same amount of goods as we got
previously, and this, more than
anything else, is the great prob-
lem facing underdeveloped coun-
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tries — the problem of the ruin-
ous change in the terms) under
which we export our goods abroad.
If we were exporting coffee,
I would suspect that we would
have to export twice as much
coffee for the same amount of
an ingot of iron as we previously
got. This is a great and chall-
enging difficulty.

It is quite clear that we
should seek, in this country, to
establish a new pattern of trade,
new trade relationships, new
partners in trade, but our oppo-
sition to this Agreement comes
not only from the fact that
we were not csulted but alse
from the fact that this idea,
great and good as it is, has been
perverted for narrow party ad-
vantage. I would suspect that
because this matter has been
brought into the realm of party
and personalities, it dooms this
very sound idea to failure!at the
outset. No one can deny the
necessity for a wider free trade
area than Guyana. We must have
larger markets for produce)but as
T listened to the hon. Minister
of Feconomic Development (Mr.
Thomas) in his remarkable and
learned discourse,or excursus, on
the history of free trade area
movement, I was struck at the un-
reality of it all. As I listen=d
to the hon. Minister of Trade,
Shipping and Civil Aviation
(Mr. Kendall), a man of sound
commonsense, 1 was struck by the
fact that here we were having an
exercise in unreality.

The first thing we should do
in seeking a larger free trade
area is to casult our trading
figures, We should try, based
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on an analysis of our trading
figures, to go into partnership
with those countries with which
we exchange the most produce.. An
analysis of our irading figures
shows that this Agreement cannot
be considered a serious economic
agreement, whatever else it is.
I will read from the very nice
and handy Economic Survey of
British Guiana for 1965 pnblished
by the Ministry of Economic
Development. These are our
trading figures for the year
1964: We imported $150 million
roughly. Our imports from
Antigua for that year were
$2,058., Our imports from Bar-
bados for the same yzar were
$964,429, out of a total import
of $150 million roughly. Can
anyone doubt that the figures for
Barbados and Antigua represent a
very infinitesimal amount of
Guyanese import for the year

19647

Tn 1964 we exported $160 mil-
lion. We exporied to Antigua
a paltry amount of $541,000 and
to Barbados a mere $2,797,000,
Here it is clear that we do no
important trade with these coun-
tries which are now to be our
closest itrading partners.

The feailure of this Govern-
ment, to involwve Trinidad in every
stage of the negotiations which
led up tc the establishment of
this Caribbean Free Trade Area
must be accounted the most re-
markable failure of a Government
- remarkable only for failure and
comfusion. In 1964, we imported
from Trinidad and Tobago $16
million as ageinst Antigua's pal-
try $2,000, and we exported to
Trinidad and Tobago an amount of
$13,719,000. These are sub-
stantial figures and, when taken
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against the figures for Antigua
and Barbados, they clearly re-
veal that the failure of the
spensors of this movement to in-
volve Trinidad in this Agreement
was a remarkable failure in-
deed.

5.20 p.m.

For the period from January
to September, 1965, we im-
ported from Antigua $20,000 cut
of a total import figure of
$127,476,5895, and we imported
from Barbados $2%4,638. It will
be clear to the smallest school
child that our trade with Bar-
bados is not substantial. If
those are our present figures,
what are the potentialities for
deing increased trade with the
territories, sovereign or other-
wise? The only imporis we could
get from Antigua would be Anti-
guans. Ipn Barbados and Antigua
‘sugar dominates in a way no sin-
gle industry dominates any other
country in the whole world., In-
deed, in the little textbooks it
is stated that Barbados is the
classic and worst example of an
isiand dominated by a single
industry.

For the year 1962, there were
in all, on the island of Agﬁﬁgua
57.473 persons. This includes
all the tourists who were there.
Ninety per cent of the exports of
Antigua came from sugar. Is that
a flourishing place? I have the
export figures of that territory
for the years 1960 - 1964. In
1960 the export figure for the
entire sovereign territory of
Antigua - I think it is still a
colony - was $3,755,000. In 1961
it was $3,800,000, TIn 1964 it
was still $3,677,000. This is
the Antigua with which we are now
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to be joined. It has a total
export trade of $9 million
whereas our figures exceed
$160,000,000,

The position o1 Barbados ..
not much different. The Barbados
economy is entirely dependent on
sugar, and its principal exports
throughout the years have been
sugar and Barbadians. T do not
mean to insult the Barbadians.
By all accounts they are a very
estimable people. But let us be
frank, Is this an econcmic pro-
position? Does this Government
seek, as we say it ought to do,
the creation of a vast trade
area?

We see the necessity for the
establishment of new trade pai-
terns and new relationships.
But you should not limit your
purview merely to those areas
formerly administered by the West
Indian despots and the British
Colonial Office, We want the
Caribbean Free Trade Area, but we
want all the territories in the
Caribbean to be included. Were
it not for the Ankoko affair, I
would have spoken with much more
firmness on this matter. I think
that forward-lookimg Guyanese
should look again at this ques-
tion and not think only -in terms
of ex-British colonies. I could
think of remarkable advantages
acceruing by the creation of a
free trade area with Venszuela.

You will have noted that 1
=aid that Barbados and Antigua
are entirely dependeail on sugar.
1t is well kmown that Britain is
today trying very hard to enter
the Buropean Common Market.
Naturally, with Britain's entry
to the European Common Market
Commonwealth Preference for sugar
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would die, and with the death of
Commonwealth Preference for
sugar, Barbados and Antigua are
dead. Quite clearly this is a
political rather than an economic
matter.

My party s view of mi ration
to this land is very simple. as
intelligent men we know that it
is unrealistic and absurd to keep
out of use in perpetuity the vast
lands which form Guyana. If the
lands of Guyana are to be uti-
iised, it must mean some immigra-

.tion to this territory. But
while there will be vast distress
in Barbados and Antigua, and
while their only cure for that
distress so far would be migra-
tion to Guyana, despite its vast
acreage, as set down in the
gecgrapiy bocks, the inhabited
portions of it are very small and
we have in this tervitory land-
hunger as keen and as terrible as
is faced in many -other countries
of the world.

5.50 p.m.

Unplarned migration to Guyana
must mean the most serious dis-
tress in this country. Some of
the great problems in this coun~
try, absurd though they may ap-
pear, are the high birth rate, the
rising population, and the slow
muvement of our economy. This
couniry has one of the highest
unemployment figures in the
world ~ in excess of 20%. Trade
unionists in advanced countries,
whether in Fngiand or the U.S.A.,
rise up in arms when their unem—
ployment figures exceed 4%. In
this couniry, according to offi-
cial figures, unemployment ex—
ceeds 20%, but in my own estimate
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it is over 30%. According to
official figures, we have one of

the highest unemployment rates in
the world.

People have been laid off in
the Transport and Harbours De-
partment, because of the squander-
mania on the part of this Govern-
ment. Today men who have been
working in that Department for
ten years have been retrenched.
Our most important problem at ihe
moment is to deal adequately with
our people rather than bring
in outsiders for partisan
reasons. One of the safety valves
of this country has been the
migration of some of the finest
people to places where they can
find work and be treated with the
respect due to human beings. How
can we dream of importing large
numhers of emigrants to this
country, when 4,000 Guyanese had
to leave this territory in search
of employment in 19647

I will quote werbatim from
the Economic Survey of Guyana,
which was published by this
Government. In 1965 even more
Guyanese had to leave this coun-
try in seaprch of employment. I
reiterate thai the trade we do
with Barbados and Antigua and
the potentialities of trade with
these countries comhined prove
positively that this Agreement is
not economically motivated. The
fact that Trinidad is not in-
volved in these negotiations will
spell doom for our people. FEven
if the objective of this Agree-
ment is to alter the electoral
balance in this country, tihe
Government must tell us so.

This party does not object to
a wider area within which there
can be free movement of goods aand
of people, but any Agreement, the
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main purpose of which is-to alter Mr. Speaker: Time!

once more the electoral system of

this country - we have already Mr. Chandisingh: I beg to

had the electoral system altered
by the "Sandys' fraud"-is not the
way to run a democratic govern-
ment. It is my respectful sub-
mission that this is net the way
to successfully run this country,
for implicit in this stratagem
is the assumption that this
Government intends to ride rough-
shod cver hal{ the people of this
couniry whose rights may be
pushed aside.

1§ proposals of this nature
had been brought before this
House by the P.P.P. Government,
ihe existence of this country
wonld have heen at stake. Let us
understand that. Some people are
prouj of their QTI(UTth but it
becomes increasingly difficult
1o understand
the first Government of Tnde-
pendent Guyana. It assumes as
its first prem'ae continued hos-
tility against the majority of
the people who live in Guyena.
That is the premise upon which
this Governmeni stiands.

S3ir, who can forget ihe days
of the P.P.P. Government, when
every measure, just or unjust,
brought bhefore -this. House was
said tc be.raising racial ten-
sion in this country? No country
can he run properly if those who
inhabit it take up positions di-
rectly opposed to each other and
talk about racial temsion. [Mr.
Bowman: "You ran."”] Let me tell
Mr. Bowman that, if ever I have
to run, it n}ll not be from iear
rInterruleon

5.40 p.m.

It is the deliberate intention of
the hon. Prime Minister to spoil
this broudcast

the motivations of

move that the hon. Member be
granted an extension to continue
his speech.

No!

Dr. Ramsshoye: An attempt to
make a free trade area in this
reglon is not to be belittled,

and T do not for one moment wish
to convey the impression that
closer association with Barbados
and Antigua in an economic trad-
ing form is not to be desired. I
think it is to be welcomed and we
on this side of the House ap-
proach our present problems with
this idea in view, but since the
negotiations for the conelusien
of this Agreement were carried on
without any reference to the
Opposition and we are now asked
to debate the Agreement, it is
worthwhile for us to tender sope
measure of advice to the Governp=
ment, which seeks to have this
Agreement ratified.

The Prime Minister:

The Arreemenf poses mamy
glOUerw, As it is drafted, it
is confined to a narrow area of
trade and to a particular type of
trade. More than any other type
of trade, the %wreem ent contem-
slates trade in those industrial
products which are manufactured
in the three {erritories in cir-

cumsiances in which much of the

rav material is obtained from
outside the Area. In other
words, the Agreement in form

boils
those businessmen in
territories who carry on that
type of activity. I refer, for
example, to soap and paint manu-
{acture

down to a pandering to
the three
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We in this country, however,
cannot fail to be aware that
there are many more pressing
problems than those to be at-
tended to.. This country has one
of the highest birth rates in the
world; it has one cf the lowest
death rates in the world. At
the moment, of every seven of
the population five are dependent
upon the other two. The popula-
tion is going to double itself in
18 years. At present there are
more Children than adults in the
population. '

These are pressing problems;
these are problems which a
fovernment conscious of its duty
must necessarily try to grapple
with., We on this side of the
House have always felt that con-
centration upon the development
of arriculture will in great
measure assist us to grapple with
these problems. I would never
have thought that the Caribbean
Free Trade Association in this
form would have been a matter
which could have taken up so much
time of the Government, pressed
as it is from all sides with more
urgent business.

Even so, we must not forget
that, in the industrial world,
cold war considerations do have
their effects. In this country
every effort is being made to
stifle trade with eastern bloc
countries. The trade which we
Tavz tried to maintain with
castern bloc countries is trade
in non-strategic goods. It is
trade in the type of goods vhich
people in England, Canada,
\ustralia and New Zealand are
buying from castern bloc coun-
tries. We may find ourselves in
this position: Some of the basic
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materials rererred to in che
Schedule at page 27 of the Agree-
ment may be obtained by one or
other of those countries carrying
out a more independent foreign
policy, and that .country will
then be in a position to compete
with us and to undersell us in
our own markets.

The foreign policy of this
Government is very restrictive.
The foreign policy of this
Government, however it is dic-
tated, tends to lead us into the
position that we have to trade by
buying from dearer sources. What
is going to happen? Antigua is
going to have a special relation
with the United Kingdom. The
United Kingdom will be responsi-
ble for her external affairs and
defence, but the United Kingdom
is .trading with these countries
and the United Kingdom will find
it very difficult to tell Antigua
that she cannot buy same or most
of these materials, which are
listed on page 27, from cheaper
sources. If Antigua is able to
buy from cheaper sources, she
will then have a big market in
Guyana, a market which, fifteen
years from now, will be double.,

On the other hand, if our
foreign policy continues as it
is, we will not be able to buy
from the cheaper sources and we
will' mot be able to compete for
trade in the products contem-
plated in this Agreement. Free
trade in these territories will
be one-sided for all practical
purposes.

Neutrality has become, among
other things, a state of mind no
less than a2 question of fact.
Neutrality in its modern concept
means an avoidance of the con-
flicts which lead to monopolies
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and which lead to the suppression
of smaller nations, which hecome
pawns in the game of the cold
war. We need to develop an inde-
pendent foreign policy.

The hon. Minister is right
when he says that we cannot have
political stirength without
economic strength, but we must
address ourselves {o our internal
problems and try. to bring about
unity, national cchesion and con-
sensus, and try to promote the
economic strength of this coun-
try. Then we will be able, with
our own voice, to hold an inde-
pendent position in international
affairs. So long as we do not
try to strengthen our economic
system, we will not succeed. ¥o
exiernal aid will be given, not a
single penny, unless the persons
who are giving it are going to
dictate how we are to conduct our
affairs and our economy both in-
ternally and externzlly. Never
forget that!

What we need in this country
is @& natlonal consensus, an at-
tempt to weld the people together
under a responsible leadership,
co that we will all be able to
work together to strengther our
positicn internally and then
branch off to these things which
are definitely relaied to our
foreign policy.

This is one of my greatest
sources of fear. [1 31s not that
I do not welcome the Agreement.
T welcome any attempi to have
closer association with Antigua,
Barbados and other territories in
the Caribbean.  We know, however,
that if foreign policy is weak,
then insiruments of this nature
serve no purpose and amount, in
great measure, to a substantial
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waste of time. The problem of
competition makes more intracta-

ble the problem of poverty. We
need to strengthen our own posi-
tion first; we need to concen-
trate on our foreign policy.

5.50 p.m.

We must reflect that until we
can live internally in such a way
that we can maintain political
strength, we cannot get any real
benefit out of an agreement of
this nature, welcome though it
is. I have no fear myself that
an agreement of this nature is
well meant and, given the founda-
tions, treding relationship will
improve. I cannot help thinking,
however, that in the present
position, with the limited areas
covered, Guyvana is necessarily at
a disadvantage.

I might say so for this rea-

son: Antigua is now going to.
have a wide market, a Guyana
market. Barbados is in the same
positiod. Barbados, with a wider
population than Antigua, but very

much smaller tham Guysuna, about
half the size of Guyana, will now
have a big market available to
her by virtue of Guyanese popula-
tion. Guyana, in turn, while
sacrificing her own position to
these two small countries, will
have these small countries %o
face if zhe wishes to export con-
sumer goods of the type indicated
by these territories. This shows
that we have to reflect, we have
to consider our own position and
we have to consider what sacri-
fice we will be making. I -do
nmgfm“memmmm,sqim&»m
must not sacrifice, but we must
make sure that we are getting
something in returm.
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I want to kmow what we are
expected to get in return for
this Agreement.. If we are not to
get anything now, I should like
to have -a prognosis of the fu-
ture. Let us know what we will
get in return for this Agreement
which, prima facie, appears to be
carrying benefits to Barbados and
Antigua only. I am sure that
once its attention is directed to
this question, the Government
should address itself to 1it.

There are many details in
this Agreement which are causing
some apprehension. For example,
in the provision dealing with de-
flection of trade in Article 6,
reference is made to the occa-
sions upon which trade is de-
flected and deflection, of
course, is related to an increase
in imports which would cause
serious injury to production
which is carried on in the im-
porting Member Territory. What
is necessary, in this case, is to
make sure not cnly that the du-
ties and the charges levied by
the exporting Member are not out
of proporticn, but we can only
protect ourselves if we keep down
to costs. We musi keep down
costs becaunse an exporting Member
Territory could easily say, "I

am flooding you out with cheaper

ooods not because the goods are
coming imto my territory with
particular duties or taxgsf but
because they are coming 1nto Ty
territory, in the first place,
at lower costs wherever I can get
them from and, therefore, this
Agreement doe3inot apply to me.
So long as the basic raw mater—
jals are coming into my country
at a low cost, I can produce and
dump them in your country and you
cannot quarrel about it."

- is made for referring the matter

to the Council for discussion and
recommendations may be made, but
in a provisicn of that nature one
needs to circumscribe the type of
recommendations which can be
made., If possible, the provi-
'sions should include the type of
action which is contemplated when
there is deflection of trade.
We know how difficult it is to
enforce recommendations once you
get difficulty. Months pass,
letters pass between High Commis-
‘sioners and Governors and so on;
there is a bulk of correspondence
and nothing is done. Years and
years go by without result. So
it is necessary, in my view, for
measures which may be taken in
the case of deflection of trade
to be set out in the Agreement.

If this is not to be done and
this ‘Agreement is to be passed in
this form, it will be to that
extent valueless and the Govern-
went will need to go before the

“Council and have agreement right

away on what steps may be taken
in the event of deflection of
trade. Because of cold war
travsformation, -because of the
act that, today, industrial pro-
duction in the Fastern countries
is going ahead to such an extent
that they could, sooner or later,
afford to undersell Western pro-
ducers, we need to know our posi-
tion very clearly with respect to
trade and the purchase of mater-
ials.

I notice that this Agreement
also contemplates that 1t is to
be signed by Member Territories
which are colonies. That appears
to be quite clear from the terms
of paragraph 1 of Article 95
which states: -
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" 1. If a Member Territory,
upon becoming a sovereign
state recognised internation-
ally, intimates its willing-
ness to continue to partici-
pate in this Agreement, then,
notwithstanding its having
become such a state, this
Agreement shall continue to
have effect in relation to
Lt

I would have thought that when
the supplementary Agreement was
being drafted, before ratifica-
tion, this point ought to have
been observed and an appropriate
Amendment made to that Article to
show that it 'would be possible
for a country with sovereign
status to join with a colony in
promoting the Agreement. From
the terms of this paragraph, it
is contemplated that colonies
‘will sign. Having regard to the
long delay, two territories have
acceded to Independence and there
have been no changes to Article
35(1). That, however, is a small
matter. It is not so much the
form of the thing that matters,
it is the substapnce. I would
wish, once mere, to commend these
points to this Govermment.

I think that this Govern-
ment ought not to try to build
upon foundations which do not
exist. The primary thing is to
strengthen the foundation and
then we can have the structure
built. It looks very much, in
this case, as i1f the Government
was trying to do something which
1s very superficial. That proba-
bly was never its intention, but
when one looks deeply into the
narrow limits of this Agreement,
one must be inclined to feel so.
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There is also provision, in
this Agreement, dealing with the
movement of men. I wonder
whether it .is intended by Article
20 of this Agreement to enable
the free movement of people of
any sort or type not connected
with trade. I would have thought
that if this Government was in-
tending, by this Agreement, to
allow free immigration between
the three territories, it should
come ‘out quite clearly and say
so. The way this thing is
drafted makes it exceedingly am-
biguous and paragraph 5 of Arti-
cle 20, taken by itself, could
probably mean that a person from
any of the territories is free to
move into another territory ex-
cept for reasmms of public order,
public health or-morality, or
national security, and I do not
thimk that that really cculd have
been intended. I think it was
intended that people heving trad-
ing reletionships, business rela-
tionships, should be able to move
from territory to territory, and
paragraph 5 must have been framed
upon that wide provision.

6 p.m,

If the Government feels that
there is to be free-for-all
travelling within this camtry,
then it must examine its popula-
tion figures. Around 1870 about
'70% of the population was & work-
ing population.. In 1916 sbout
28% of the population .in this
country was working. In the
space of a century the figures
have turned around completely and
this country now has a popula-
tion of which, out of every seven
people five are dependent upon
two, and I do not think for a
moment that in our present posi-
tion we can afford to .increase
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that figure.. In my view, we would
be increasing that figure of de-
pendency if we were to use the
CARIFTA- Agreement to allow people
to come ipto this country from
Barbados and Antigua to solve
their population problem.

We would not like to see
people comeihere and suffer. But
there are some people who hold
ihe view that ithis immigrant
population will be pawns in a
pelitical game, and they will
vote in a certain way. Those/of
us who have followed histerical
patierns and treuds would not
place that sort ¢f reliance upon
an itinerant population. I would
warn this Govermment that it
wonld be unwise io believe that
people coming from Barbados and
Antigua under its auspices will
voie for it. Immigranis from any
country are the underdogs,
although I do not think this
Zoverament realises that it has
given that impression in this
co ia

I have been
i o the promotion
f regional co—creration smong
.he territories in the Caribbean,
such as is envisaged im this
Agreement. There is little about
the sconcmics of ihe territories
vhich are to be members of this
Asreement, and the néeds of the
other British territories in the
repion, which permits 2 comple-
mentary exchanpe of geods.: The
basis for aay forward-iocoking
economic arrangement must be the
possibility of complementary
exchange.
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1 remember well, upon assum-—
ing office as Minister of Trade
zngd Industry in the past Govern-

28TH DECEMBER,

in CARIFTA
Agreement

1966 2534

ment, writing territories in this
region which produced goods that
we normally import at high cost
from North America and Burope,
giving them figures of the poten-
tial market and inviting them to
help themselves.  The result was
a dismal feilure because they got
around .to looking for difficul-
ties. In spite of the fact that
there was a Federal Government
with a federal transportation
system includin% refrigeration
accommodation, the cpportunities
offered were never taken up.

However, I have had other
opportunities to participate with
these territories in the opera-
ticn of Agreements which were in
being and had been in being for
2 long number of vears. One such
Agreement was the Oils and Fats
Agreement. It was an Agreement
tc protect coconut producers in
the area against any calamiicus
fall inm the price of copra; and
to guarantee a market comprising
the whole of the British Carib-
bean Territory. The 0ils and
Fats Agreement crumbled, and I
would be surprised to leara that
it is still an Agreement with any
force at the mowent. The formal-
ities are gone through and there
is at least one territory in the
area whose existence largely
depends upon copra. 1 have
been at pains, where St. Lucia
is concerned, to find cut whether
she coulé nol receive the ~onsi-
deration of her sister territor-
jes apart from Guyana, whic
would guarantee her the differ-
ence between destitution and
prosperiiy..

~ These are the attitudes upon
which this Govermment 1s naive
enough to depend for the working
and growth of an Agreement whose
complexities are numerous, and
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which requires a great deal of
self-zacrifice from the territor-
ies. That is a stumbling block
which will be mei, and it may be
even a rock upon which this ship
may founder as all other attempts
at closer association foundered,
including the Federation of the
West Indies upon which Britain
placed such high hopes.’

6.10 p.m.

I would have expected that
the Government, finding the cost
of its bureaucracy so expensive
that it had to shed two Minis-
ters - possibly it will have to
shed more — would have been more
careful. I am surprised that the
presentation to this House of
this Agreement has notl been ac-
companled by an estimate as to
what it will cost this cantry to
be a part of this Agreement. It
has been my sad experience that
in the two vears of this Govern-
ment's life it has cencentrated
on considerations of status: our
Bioh Commissioners must have more
than we can afford: our Prime
Minister must have mere than we
can afford. 1 very much fear
that further accretion of the
bureaucracy which this will en-
tajl may also be approached on
the basis of status symbols, and
we may find ourselves again hav-
ing to fork out money that we
cannot possibly afford.

My hon. Friend Dr. Ramsahoye,
epeaking just before me, has
emphasised the importance of a
realistic trade policy. 1 have
<een nothing in the actions of
this Government to suggest thal
it approaches the all-important
question of trade with any real-
jsm at all. We had a trade poli-
cv which permitted us to get
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cheap goods into this country on
the basis of open licences for
some territories and free imports
from others.

North America, to assist the
Imperial Crown and the British
Treasury, was a closed market and
hard currency was reserved for
conversion of the pound sterling.
The ccnsequence was that goods
from North America and from these
regions in the Caribbean, ‘includ-
ing Puerto Rico, which were hard
currency areas, were excluded and
closed to our importers. We
changed all that, because it is
hard currency that we have a sur-
plus of. It is in the dollar
area where this ccuntry has a
trading surplus, and we saw no
reason for closing the dollar
area to importers just to help
the pound sterling which was not
t0o keen on helping us. Therefore
our regional co-operation has
peen practical while encouraging
the development of trade between
the traditional ftrade partmers,
and we extended it to include
those sections which America
loves and that section which
America hates, and that was dcne
to the great advantage of the
people of this country.

Today we have returned to the
old days of monopoly. We find
that quotas are being established
with all the corruption that that
premises and, consequently. added
cost to the consumer. It affectis
not only the cost of the material
+hat we are bringinz in, bat it
also affects the cost of produc—
tion of goods.. It was necessary
to puvt up the retail price index
in 21 months by 7.5 points as a
resulti of this Government's
tradine policy and other malad-
ministration. This Government
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has now placed itself at a dis-
advantage in relation to the
other partners in this matter.

This Agreement necessarily
involves following further the
trend which has been characteris-
tic of this Government. It in-
volves the whittling away of the
anthority of this country as a
whole, because when you enter an
Aoreement like this you surrender
some of your sovereignty and the
particulars in which our sover-
eignty is compromised in this
Agreement are grave.

References have been made to
the movement of people in gener-
al and of the possible political
motive behind this, but I would
like to refer to Article 20, 6(b)
where it states:

"*economic enterprises’
means any type of economic
enterprises for production of
or commerce 1n goods which
are of Area origin, whether
conducted 5y individuals or
through agencies, branches oz
compasniwes or othe- legal
persons. "

Ti|seems to me that the defi-
nition of "economic enterprises"
is wide encugh to include any
possible activity in Guyana in-
cluding the activity of farming,
and it seems to me that under the
terms of this Agreement it is
possible that the Govermments of
Rarbados and Antigua may contend
that citizens of Antigua and
Rarbados are entiiled to egual
consideration with Guyanese citi-
zens for settlement on land deve-
lopment schemes carried out in
this country. [Interruption._]

1 have to thank the legal
adviser, but I do not think that
lawyers will be working this
Agreement. The politicians will
be working it and, bearing in
mind, the surrender of sovereign-
ty which this Agreement entails
and, bearing in mind, the majori-
ty Votp which is operat1ve for
the Agreement, I.am slightly ter-
rified that money which we spend
on land development schemes will
bonify lands that Barbadiams,
Antiguans, and citizens of what-
ever other territory may join in
this Agreement, may benefit from
by their claim that they have
every right to consideration in
respect of those economic enter—
prises as have Guyanese.

This Agreement has littile to
recommend i1t while we have no
idea of what it is going to cost
us to operate it. The hon. Mem~
ber, Mr. Luck, quoted the figures
of trade between the territories
concerned. I admit that the
Agreement contempiates going be-—
vond those territories concerned
but, as the hon. Member Dr.
Ramsahoye has said, the emphasis
is upon the protection c¢f manu-
facturing industries which have
been developed as a result of
special incentives. A whole sec—
tion of the Agreement deals with
that and with the other guestion
of movement of persons. The term
"economic enterprlceC‘ is defined
so widely as 1o caich ordinary
farming.

We do not kmow what this is
going to cost us. We -should like
to be told something about the
establishment which i1t is envi-
saged shall run this Agreement.
Antigua is to be the headquerters
and we should like to know what

-~
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it is going to cost us. Whom

are we going to $end to Antigua

and what are the Antiguans going

to do about providing offices and

all the rest of things?

I want to say, too, that the
Caribbean Free Trade Association
Agreeément may be used as an ex-
cuse for continuing the present
trade pattern which has developed
since this Govermment came into
office. We must look outward; we
must move outward and our argo-
'sies must sail further and
further carrying the produce of
our land. We mnst make ourselves
self-sufficient and we must, at
the same time, ensure that our
trade is so coriented that we give
and get in raturm, on terms
favourable to ourselves.

This business of -selling our
rice to & broker and paying bim a
commission to buy it, while he
makes all the profit on the sale
and we do not even get the credit
of having supplied the rice to
the territories where it pgoes, is
most umsatisfactory. I thought
that in the New Year, the new
Minister of Trade would come to a
new understanding of the reali-
ties of our trade and that he
would upset this little apple-
cart so that some of the profit
would ccme to us and not all of
it would go to the Americans.

As i said, 1 fear that this
Agreement will be used to contin-
ne the execiusion of Cuba and to
continue the exclusion of the
socialist bloc countries from
whom we can buy and sell to
advantage. I should like to re-
mind this House that it was be-
cause of our trade with Cuba that
the price of fuel o1l to our
Electricity Corporation came
down. I 'see that my fuel charges
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are rising on my electricity bill
and I am beginning to pay for the
absence of Cuban competition in
0oil., 1In consequence 'of the Low
price of oil which the Cubans
were able to supply us, we were
able to fix a ceiling price for
fuel 0il for those companies
which were in *he habit of buying
0il at high orices and obtaining
a rebate somewhere else for the
difference, free of income tax.

I do not know whether the
Minister is continuing to protect
the income tax and peneral inter-
est of this company by continuing
this practice. I do not know; I
do mot have access to files, but
I recommend that the Minister
should look at this and do what
is necessary.

In conclusion, I should like
to sgy that the time which the
Government has spent on this
could have been better spent on
promoting more urgent tasks for
this country. I should like to
say that, in spite of his eulogy,
the hon. Minister Mr. Thomas,
spent a great deal of {ime com-
paring unlike things.. The point
abeut the Common Market is that
members of the Common Marketi
Agreement cmstitute complemen-
tary economies, while the members
of this vrade Association are
members constituting competitive
economies. We learni at school

" that the first fallacy is to com—

pare unlike things.
ADJOURNMENT

Beselved, "That this Assembly
do now adjourn uptil Thursday.
29th December, 1966, at 2 p.m."
[Mr. Bissember. ]

Adjourned accordingly at
630 p:ni
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