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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

J Tlmr�(l,�y, 5th December,. 1940, 
� ' 

.--- ···-

•· ' •• ;l'he Council met 1tt 11 a:. m. put'suaut
·: to adjournment, His Excellency the Govet·-
1· nor, Sm WILFRID JAc1,soN, K.C.M.G.,

t President, 111 the Ohair.  

, PRESENT. 
'l'he Hon. the Coloni,il Secret1ir1·, .Mi-

·o. D. Owen, C.M.G.

T\1e Hon. the Attorney-General, lVIr, 
E. 0. Pretheroe, M.C.

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.li}., (Nominated
'f;, Unofficial :Member). 

The Hon. ,J, S. Dash, Director of 
Agriculture. 

The Hoa. E. A. Luekhoo, O.B.E., (East
ern Berbice). 

The Hon. E.G. vVoolford, K.C., (New 
·  Amsterdam). 

 . The Hon. E. F. McDavid, .M.B.E., , 
Colonial Treasurer. 

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, 0.B.E., (George
town North). 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin, O.B.E. 
(Nominated Uuoliicial .i\'Iember), 

The Hon. W. A. D'AudrndP, Comptroller 
of Customs. 

'fhe Hon. N . .M. Madenum1, Director of 
· Medical Services.

Tbe Hon. M. B. Laing, O.B.E., Com
missioner of :J:.abour and Local Govern

.;., ment. 

The Hon. G. 0. Case, Director of Pub .. 
lie Works irnd Seti Defences. • 

The Hon. L. G. Crnase, Director of 
Education. l

The Hon. J. Gonsalves, O.B.E., (George
town South). 

The Hon. J. T. De Aguiar (Centml 
Deruerara). 

Tl,e Hon. Jung Bu.luL<lur Singh ( l>em
f-!'ara-Essequebo ), 

The Ron. Peer BacchuR (\VPRtern Ber
bice), 

The Hon. E. M. ,valcott (Nomina.tecl 
UuolliehLl ¥ember). 

The Hon, H. 0. Humphrys, K.0., (East
ern Demerara). 

The Hon. C. B. ,Jacob (North Western 
District). 

' • 

'l'he Hon. J. vV. Jackson (Nominated 
Unofficial .Member). 

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (Nominated 
Unofficial Membel'). 

'!.'he Hon. 0. V. Wight (Westem- • 
ERsequebo ). 

The Hon. 'l'. Lee (Es�equebo River), 

MINUTES. 
The minutes of the meeting of the 

Council held on the 26th November, 1940, 
as printed and circulated, were confirmed. 

PAPERS LAID. 
THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 

G. D.. Owen, 0.lVI.G.) laid on the table the
following reports and documents :-

Report on the Post Office Savings Bank for
the year 1939. 

Report of the Committee on Old Age Pen
sions (Legislative Council Paper No. 11/40). I 

Report by the Director of Agriculture (Act
ing) on loans made to Rice Growers under the 
Rice Growers Loan Ordinance, t':lap. 155. 

Report of the British Guiana Rice Market
ing Board for the period 1st April, to 30th
September, 1940. 

GOVEH.N.MENT NOTICES. 

lN'l'RODUC'rION OF BILLS. 

TFrn AT1'0RNEY-GENERAL (Mr. 

E. 0. Prethe1·oe, l\'I.O.) WLVe notice of the
introduction and first reading of the follow
ing Bill:-

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to confer power
on the Georgetown Town Council to exempt
or to exempt partially the owners of certain
properties in the city from the liability to pay 
taxes or rates for o limited period. 

lVIr. Mc DAVID (Coloni,il Treasurer) 
gave notice of the introduction and firs� 
re!\-din� of the fallowing Bill ;-,. 
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A Bill intituled an Ordinance to make pro
vision for the transfer of the colonization 
reserve to the general revenue of the Colony. 

Mr. CASE ( !Jin•ctor of Public Works 
and Sea l>efont:eH) gave notict-: of the int,ro
duction and firnt reading of the following 
Bill:-

A Bill intitulcd an Ordinance further to 
amend the Sea Defences Ordinance, Chapter 
118, with respect to tho removal from the fore
shore by estate owners of the stump8 of felled 
courid a trees. 

UNOFFICIAL NOTICE�. 

Ac·r1v1Trns or> •rnE RICE M.-1.nKJ::TING 
no.urn. 

M 1·. JACOB grwe notice of the following 
quf)�tions :-

1. How many meetings have been held by
the B G. Rice Marketing Board from 1st 
November, 1939, to 31st July, 1940; and how 
many members were present at each of these 
meetings, giving the names of each of the 
Members? 

2. How many persons were employed by the
B.G. Rice Marketing Board on a monthly basis 
as at I st January, , 940, giving the full names, 
addresses, previous employment and experience 
of these employees, the position now held by 
each, together with the monthly snlary paid to 
each of these em ployecs? 

3. Similar information to be supplied for the
period as from l st July, I 940. 

4. Is it a fact that 20,000 bags of rice have
been bought by the B.G. Rice Marketing Board 
from Barbados recently for e,q,ort to Trinidad? 
If so, at what price, and is tho Board doing 
this business at a profit. if so, how much, or at 
a loss of how much, bearing in mind that the 
Bnard contracted to sell I 0,000 tons of rice for 
shipment to Trinidad by 30th September, 1940? 

5. Will the Board con8idcr the question of
suspending all exports in view of the probable 
shortage of rice before the Autumn crop is 
reaped, say November/December, 1940, as soon 
as, possible ? 

6. Will the Board conRider the advisability
of not arranging to &'ell any rice, or entering 
into any contract in the future for export from 
date? 

7. 11/ill Government consider tho advisabil
ity of requesting the Colonial Auditor to 
examine and report on the Balance Sheet that 
has been issued by the B.G. Rice Marketing 
Board as at 31st March, 1940, particularly in 
regard to the following:-

(a) Why no provision was made for deprP
ciation of plant and machinery which is 
shown at cost? 

(b) Why no provision was made for bad
and doubtful debts?

(c) Whether the actual stock of rice on
hand was used for asset purposes and
whether due allowance was made for loss
lI! wei�ht bf Wf!Sta!5e !ind by ve;rmip.?

(d) Whether the report of the ,\ uditors
was "full rrnd fair" and whether the
Balance Sheet as printed exhibited a
"true and correct view of the statll of 
affairs of the Board?"

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

Suwn:s'1'gn LOAN ·1·0 U.K. GovEnN�rnN1'. 

l\lr. C. V. \VIGHT ashd ,md the Colon: 
i,il Seeretary hiid ovr,r n,plies to the 
following questions :-

Q. 1. IR Government of the opinion that
thero will be any repatriation of Indian immi
grants entitled thereto in accordance with the 
provisions of Section 26 of the Jmrn1gration 
Ordinance during the War? 

., 

A. 1. It is most unlikely that any return r
ship will leave during the war. 

Q. 2. If the irnswf!r to No. 1 is in the nega
tive, will Government offer as loan from this 
Colony to the United Kingdom the sum of 
$345,905.00, the balance at a credit of the Immi
gration Fund at 31st December, 1939, free of 
interest to be used during tht' War to assist in 
the prosecution thereof? 

If not, why not'/ 
A, 2. No. The Colony's financial position • 

does not permit of a Joan being offered to the 
United Kingdom. 

Rwi; S·roc1rn ANlJ CuoPs. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT, on behalf of Mr. 
Lee, asked mid the Colouial Sect·etary laid 
over replies to t!te following quei;tions :-

Q. I. Will Government state what was the
" carry over" stock of rice in the Colony from 
the year 1939 to the year 1940, fixing the stock 
in each county separately? 

A. l. The information desired is not avail
able. 

Q. 2. Will Government stdte what was the
estimated yield of rice for the 1939 Autumn '!· 
Crop in each county separately? 

Q. 3. Will GovC'rnmon.t state what was the
actu'hl yield of rice in each county separately 
for the Autumn Crop of 1939? 

A. 2 and 3 The original forecast of the
yield of the Autumn crop of 1939 was 45,000 
tons of rice as indicated in paragraph 8 of the 
Report of the Rice Marketing Board for the 
period ended 31st March, 1940. Referen<'e is 
invited to paragraph 31 of the Board's report 
for the period ended 30th September, 1940, in 
which it is stated that the yield of the 1939 
Autumn crop could not have exceeded 37,000 
tons of rice. The following comparative iables 
compiled from rot urns prepared by the Depart
ment of Agriculture show the ostimates ll,IlQ 
�l.ld yield of e,1ch county separa,tely ;-

.. 
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Demerara 
Berbice 
Essequebo 

Original forecast 
October, 1939. 

tons. 
11,000 
24,000 
10,000 

45,000 

Final Crop 
returns 

May, 1940. 
tons. 
10,340 
17,450 
8,210 

36,000 

Q. 4. ·wm Govornment state what was �he
estimated yield of rice tor the 1940 Sprmg 
crop in each county separately? 

Q. 5. Will Government state what was the..
actual yield of rice in each county separately 
for the Spring crop of 1940? 

A. 4 and 5. Reference is invited to paragraph
20 of the Board's report for the period ended 
31st March, 1940, in which it is stated that 
owing to the severe drought the Spring crop 
almost completely failed. 

Q. 6. Will Government state how many tons
of ricr. were exportc>d from January to Septem
ber, 1940? 

A. 6. 10,755 tons.
Q. 7. Will Government state how many tons

uf rice were consumed i11 thP Colony lrom 
January to September, 1940? 

A. 7. Consumption of rice in the Colony is
estimated at 25,000 bags t180 lb.) per month 
Consumption for the period indicated would 
therefore bo approximately 18,000 tons. 

Q. 8. Will Government st11te what was the
amount lost by the Rief' Marketing Board 
from the purchase of the 20,000 bags of rice 
from Barbados to assist in fulfilliqg their 
contract to Trinidad ? 

A. 8. Reference is invited to paragraphs 8,
23, 24, 26, 27 and 28 of the Board's rcvort for 
the period April, 1940, to September, 1940. 

Q. 9. Will Governnwnt state what is the
estimated yield of rice in each county sepa
rately for the Autu•1111 crop of 1940? 

A. 9. N"o reliable estimate has yet been 
prepared as reaping hn s not yet been com
pleted but a preliminary forecast prepared by
the Department .. of Agriculture indicates a
probable yield of approximately 30,000 tons. 

Q. 10. Is Government aware of the fact that
there has been a serious shortage of rice for 
consumption in the Colony during the last 
four weeks ending 26th October, 1940, and will 
Government stop all export of rice from date 
until it is ascertained if there is an available 
surplus over consumption in thu Colony to the 
end of November, 1941? 

Q. 11. Is Government taking �teps to ensure
the sowing and reaping of the Spring crop in 
1941 so as to find employment for the 
thousands of people who arc unemployed and 
to provide food for the population? 

.A. 10 and 11. Government is aware that 
there was a temporary shortage of rice for 
local consumption in October. The shortage 
was due in part to exceptionally severe 
drought conditions and in part to attempts to 
hoard p.-idi and delay milling. '!'he position is 
dealt with in paragraphs 20 to 22 of the report 
of the Board for the period April, 1940, to 
September, 1!!40. 

The export of rice is already undc•r full con
trol and no additional regulation is needed. 
The policy of the Government <1nd the Board 

is to endeavour to maintain exports on a mini
mum basis so as to retain the Colony's export 
markets. In view of the reduced yield of the 
Autumn crop stops are being taken to en
courage the planting of an augmented Spring 
crop in 1941. To this end the sugar producers 
have agreed as a special emergency measure 
to permit the pl anting of a Spring crop in 1941 
hy workers on all sugar estates on the East 
and West Coasts of Demcrara as well as on 
the Blairmont and Bath estates. 

RICE PURCHASES AND EXPORT�, 
i\ir, JACOB asked and the Colonial 

Secretary lu,id over replie:i to the following 
questions :-

Q. l. Will Government state the total quan
tity of rice purch11sc>d by tho Rice Marketing 
Board on or after !Ht November, 1939, from the 
thirty-four registered exporting Agents of rice, 
giving the name� of all Agents and the quan
tity purchased from each together with the 
ij!110uot paid to each exporting Agent? 

A. I. The question rel11tes to the financial
transactions of individuals who are, moreover, 
business competitors, and it is considered to be 
undesirable and not in the public interest that 
the information should be mat.le public. 

Q. 2 What quantity .of the 10,000 tons of
rice contracted to be delivered to Trinidad by 
30th September, 1940, wus delivered, exclusive 
of the 20,000 bags purchased from Barbados 
for delivery, to Trinidad? If the whole 
quantity is not delivered, when will the 
balance be delivered? 

A. 2. Reference is invited to paragraphs 23
to 25 of the report of the Board for the period 
1st April. 1940, to 301 h September, 1940, which 
contain the required information. 

B1LLs-FmsT RHADING. 
'l'he following Bill:, were road the first 

time:-
A Dill intituled an Ordinance to contint,e 

certain expiring laws. ( 'I'he Colonial Secreta,·y). 

A Bill intituled un Ordinance further to 
amend the Gambling Prevention Ordinance, 
Chapter 95, · by making it an offence for any 
person in the Colony to sell or deliver any 
ticket in any lottury conducted outsido the 
Colony. 

A Bill intituled an Ordinance to amend the 
Firearms Ordinance, 1940, with respect to the 
date upon which firearms which have been 
surrendered to the Police may be disposed of at 
the discretion· of the Commissioner of Police. 
( The Attorney- General). 

N otico was givtm that ttt the uuxt or a 
subsequent roeetiug of the Couuc:il iL woulu 
be moved that the llills be retsd thu 
tiecond time. 
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INCREASED PAY POlt MILITIA. 
Tm, COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 

to move:-. 
WHEREAS by Resolution passed on the 6th 

day of September, 1'939, the Legislative Council 
approved of prescribed rates of pay and allow
ances for members of the Militia while engaged 
on actual military service; 

AND WHEREAS the approved Tates of pay 
were based on the rates payable in the British 
Army which have recently been increased by 
6d. a· day for non-commissioned officers and 
men: 

Be it Resolved,-That this Council approves 
of the rates of pay for non-commissioned 
Officers and men of the Militia (other than 
members of the paid staff) while engaged on 
actual military service being as follows with 
effect as from the 22nd November, 1940 :-

C.S.M. and C.Q.S.M.
Sergeant
Corporal 
L/Corporal 
Private

per day. 
8/6'1 
6/6 I plus 
4/6 }- free 
3/9 I ration. 
2/6) 

When the rates of pa,y for the active 
Militia were fixed in September la.st year 
on the outbreak of Wltl' the rates were 
based on those then• existing in the Bi·itish 
ArmY. Since then the ra.tes in the Brit,ish 
Anny have been increased_ b)'. 6d. p�r clay
for all other rnnks, and i t  1s consulerecl 
tlutt, the active Militia in this Colony 
should also have 6d. per day ttdded to tlwir 
scale of p:�y. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Motion put, and 'agreed to. 

COMPASSIONATE GRATUIT,. 

Tim COLONIAL SECRE'rARY: 1 lwg 
to move:-

THAT with reference to Governor's MPssag(' 
No. l d;1ted 31st October, 1940, this Council 
approves of the payment of a_ compassionate 
gratuity of $374.40 to the widow _of t�e late 
Benjamin Campbell, formerly a capt am ot a sea
going punt of the Public Works Department. 

The deceaserl ha.cl served the Depart
ment for 38 years and the a.mount which 
it i� proposed should be pt�id to his widow 
is the equiva,lcut of one yliai·'s pay which 
he waR rh-awing prior to his rirn�th. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Motion put,, and a.greed to. 

l\LUN'rt�NAKCE (CIVIL) ENGINEER FOR 
T. & H. D.

'.!.'m: COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 
to move:-

THAT, with rPference to Governor's Message · 
No. 3 dated l8th November, 1940, this Council 
approves of the appointment of a Maintenance 
(Civil) Engineer to the staff of the Transport 
and Harbours Department at a salary on the 
scale $2,400 x $120-32,880. 

r. 

i 

i 

i,.. 

Since the retirement of Mr. :MacDougall, ,,, 
the General Manager, who was also a 
Civil Engineer, the Transport Department 
has had no Civil Engineer t1ttached to it, 
and the Bmtrd of Commissioners considers � 
it essential that there should be a Civil 
Engineer on the staff. At oue time when 
Mr . .Macl>oug,111 took over the 1m11mge
ment of the .Jep,irtment a Civil Engineer 
was appointed on ,L 3-year contract, but at 
the expiration of that pt>riod his contract � 
was not renewed been.use it was then felt 
that it was possible for Mr. M11cDougall to 
carry out the dnti<'R of :t Civil Engineer 
along with his duties aR Genernl Managt•r: 
Thet·e is no Civil Engineer now, ttnd it i� 
essential that one should be appointed, 
The salary proposed is from £500 to £60(), 
but I think it is improb�ble that an 
appointment will be made ,1t a salary any 
lower tlrnn the maximum of £600. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I think it will be 
generally agreed that the :ippointment of 
such an oilicer is wholly desirable, but I 
would have liked to have had some 
announcement from Government this 
morning its rcga1·ds the higher post of 
General l\'Iamiger. Those of us who 
rec:tll tlrn appointment of Mr. :tvJ.ac- '!: 

Dougitll as Gener:il Manager will remember 
that when that oflicer wrLs appointed to 
the post it wa,; pointed out that one of the 
reasons for his appointment was his 
qualifications a,s an engin�e1·, ftncl I believe 
that his appointment followed immediately r:
on the recommendation tlmt was contained 
in the report of :Mr. Cooper. It see nm to 
me now that Government intends to 
change tlrnt policy, that is, that the 
General MMrnger should also be 1� Civil 
Engineer, and it iH now sought in thi� 
motion to have two �ep,u·ate olDcers in the 
respective poxtH. 1 :tm particularly anxious 
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to have an answer to this question because 
I· have in mind that the post of General 
Manager of the Department carries a salary 
of £1,000 per annum. If Government is 
going to a,pvoint a civil engineer at a 
salary of £500 to £600 ,ind in addition to 
appoint a General Mana.grr at the present 
sciLle of salary there can be no doubt 
about it · tlmt the expenditure of the 
Department will he incre11se<l. I had 
hoped that Government would h,we 
announced its future policy with regard to 
the post of General .Nfanager. \Ve lmve 
Government propounding the policy on 
one occaHion that the GenemlManage1.· must 
be a civil engineer-itnd I believe Govern
ment had very good 1·eason for adopting 
that policy-aud then a few years later 
that policy is changed mid we am going to 
h,we a Civil Engineer ,ind a Genernl 
Manager. I may mention incidentally 
that for the purpose of filling the gap th,it 
arose with the appointment of an engineer 
tu the post of Geneml Jl,fa1mger an 
additional post was created, am..l if I know 
the facts corrmitly I thiuk that post still 
exists. That officer is still in the service, 
and it SP,etnR to rne that we 11re Cl'f'ating 
too ma.ny post8. The appointment of a 
Civil Engineer i� rlesirnhle, but I think 
Gowrnment, 8houlrl have tah•n the oppor
tunity to c.irry out what WftR ol'igi,mlly 
plnnned. 

Mr. 0. V. \VIGH'f: The hon, Member 
rather m1ticipnted the point I lrnd intended 
to make. It seems to me tlmt the ques
tion is first of all whether :i.Vfr. MacDoug,111 
luwing taken on the onel'ous duties of two 
posts, w,t::; adequately compensated. Of 
course that is a matter entirelv for that 
gentleuum. Now Government· proposes 
to creat!' two posts which m:ty .run on 
perpetually, although it is stated tlrnt the 
Civil Engineer's contrnct is tu be for three 
ye11rs. 'L'he propo8al to appoint ,L Genernl 
Manage•r Hhould have been put forward 
before the motion for the appointment of n 
Civil Enginee1· was inti-oduced. One is 
driven to the conclusion that it is perhaps 
not possible to obt,iin a General :Ofanager 
with ci\-il engineering qualifications. If 
that is so then perhaps there is some 
,Hgument in favour of the post it is pro
posed to cre,ite. Perh11pM the Colonia,l 
Secretary might be iu a positi.on to tell 
the Council whethe1· it is poosible to 
obtain a, Genet'!Ll :Manager with qualifica
tions ,1s a civil enginee1·. 

,,., 

Mr. JACOB: I am not against this 
appointment. I think adequate and p1·oper 
supervision is necessa1·y if we are going to 
1mfegua1·d tlie funds of the Department and 
the funds of the Colony. I notice on page 
79 of the Estimate8 that the net deficienev 
t,u he voted in respect of this Department 
i>l $253,451. That means that the Depart
ment will be run ,Lt 11 loss in 1941 to the 
extent of $253,451. The approximate loss 
in 19'10 is $157,218, while the actual loss 
in 1939 was $294,163. 

I should lilw to he told whether the 
officer's duty will be to see that when plans 
and specificittious are prepared tbe actual 
work is carried out in accord,ince with 
those plans and specificat,ions, and whether 
he will hnve the right to report to the 
Head of the Department on the activities 

· of other officers who may he doing
il'l'egular thing8. I want to make my
poi:;ition perfectly clear. It is with
in the knowledge of Governruent that
large works which have been canied out
1111d are being canied out now M'e not
beinl-( clone in accordance with the plans
and spPcificat,ions, and no one se@ms to be
ahle to report wh:tt is going on. A most
u11s11tiRfactory Rtate of affairs haR arisen
and is going on in the Public Worb
Dep1wtment. It is not necessary for me
to refer to that at the moment.

In view of the fact that the T1·1msport De
partment is run at a huge loss year after year, 
and it is expected to add to the expenditu1·e 
which will incre,ise the loss, I think all 
steps should be taken, every means should 
be adopted to see that the moneys that are 
spent are 1Jropedy spent, and that the tax
!Jftyers get results from the expenditure. I 
am not saying that in the Transpo1·t Depart
ment that i:-; not :-;afeguarded, but I would 
like it to bti cleadv st11ted that this officer 
will have thP, right. not only to mitke vlam 
and speciti\Jations but tu see that tlrn work:l 
are c,1.rtiPd out in accordancB with those 
plans and specifications, and that th,:, 
money spent is judiciously spent. ·when 
plans are made it i,; sometimes nece;;sar_v 
tu 1·evise them, and I have in 111iud 
instances where revision of phm,; has been 
made, but instead of a saving being effected 
the entire sum is spent. I know of p,u
ticular cases of that kind. I am definite 
a.bout 111y :,;t,Ltemcnts, and I a,01 going 
to make one or two definite statemen.ts 
later on. My object in spe,iking now is to 
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ask that caution be exercised, a,nd that 
this officer should not hesitate to repm·t 
irregularities to the proper quart,er 
whether it affects the Head of the Depart
ment or· not. I do not know whether that 
is taking it too far, but I suggest that for 
the e,irnest <.;Onsideration of Government.. 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY : The 
hon, Member for Central Demernm (Mr. 
De Aguiar) !LSked whether it !ms been 
de<.;icled who is going to fill the post of 
Genet·al Manager. First of all ,i recom
menrfation will be sent forward bv the 
Board of Commissioners. Mr, MacD�ugall 
was on 5 or 6 months' leave and it w,i:-; 
decided that the present aeting otlicer 
should be appointed to ad, and on the 
BXJJiration of Mr. MacOougall's leaw the 
Bo,u·d will make a rc<,;ommendati on. JYJ r. 

· MacDoug,dl':-; leave eXJJired ,1uite remmtly,
and alt.hough we have not had a meeting, I
c11n safely say that the Board proposes to
recommend that the ,Lcting ollicer be con
firmed in the post. The hon. Member
then ti,;kecl whether it was not possible to
combine the duties of Civil Eugiuee1· with
those of Geneml lVIanagel'. \Vhet.lwt· it is
possible to get sud1 rin ofticer 01· not I do
not know, :md the Bo:ird docs not know.
I should think it i� ,very unlikely tlrnt
one could he got ,Lt the present tinlP,
Government was verv forturmte in luw
ing on the Htnfl' ·of the .Dop::ntnwnt
an officer who waH a civil engirwe1·
and who wiis carrying on the �luties
of Genel'al :\'fanager, hut a.lthough that
officer was in the Department iu 19:32
Mr. Cooper, who was then ou a visit to
the Colony, in spite of Mr. ,\lad)ougall's
presence, recommen ded that the two Olii<.;es
should not be combined, awl tlmt a Civil
Engineer should be ,ippointe,l. A Oi vil
Engineer wa.� appointed on ,t 3-year con
tract which was not renewed becmrne
Government h,id to effect drastic Pc0110my,
and it was possible to get Mr. Mae Dougall
to pel'torru the duties of Civil Engineer as
well. It is impossible to do tluit-now.

In 1923, when the railway was taken ovm
by Government, there wt:Jre ·on the :sta.fl' two
qu1tlified civil engineer:, nud live t[Ualified
mechanical engineers. Since then the
Board is responsible for the Hm·bourn
Branch of tlrn Department :ind the rorul
service�, and I would like to <,;ompar� the
present st,dY with the staff in those d,iy�.
The two civil engineers I refoned to were

in addition to the General Manager. ·we 
now have no Civil Engineer but four 
Mecha1_1ical Engineers with the increased 
duties to which I have just referred. The 
13oard is convinced that it is essential to 
make this appointment. If t-he present 
acting officer is confirmed in hi:s post I 
hope, an d 1 lrnve every 1·e,1son to believe, it 
will be poHsiblc to put before the Bo,ird of 
Commissioners a slight re-armngement in 
the staff of the branch from which the 
present ,Lcting General lVbnager lms come, 
l am not suggesting that he should com
bim• the duties of J1 echanical Engineer
with those of Gem•1·al :Manager, but it may
be possible to mnke a re-ndjustment in his
brnnd1 which would effect a small :saving.
I do not JJl'Olllise ,1ny huge saving, but we
do hope to s,we £200 01· £300, if possible,
when these appointment� ,tre made. The
duties of the .NLiintcnance Engineet· will be
to prepare plans and specifications for the
HMhout·s epartment aud also for the
Hailway Department, and examine tlte line.
It is mo:-;t important tlmt regular exmuin
,,tion of the line should be m,ide. If there
was ,1n accid�mt ,md Government had to
confess tlmt it had not on the staff a quali
fied civil e11gineer it would be very
,Lwkward £or Government.

:Motion put, and agreed to. 

ES'rrnAT�;s, HHl. 
Tm: COLONIAL 8ECHET.ARY: I beg 

to move:-
THAT, this Council approves the Estimates 

of Expenditure to be defn,yed from revenue 
during tho year ending 31st December, 1941,
which have been laid on the table. 

'l'm: PB.E�JDENT (after a long pause) : 
As uo Merubl'r wishes to Hpeak ou the 
motion the Council will go into Committc� 
to consider the eRti1mitei; head by heat.I. 

lNCO}IB TAX INCREASE ABANDONED, 
Mr. J',foDAVID (Colonial Treasm·et'.): 

�ir,--1 think tlmt it will aliHist rlw Coun
cil if, at thii; 8tage, I iutimate tlrnt I am 
n,uthorised Lu a1motrnce a change in 
Government's propoHalti u1 regard to 
increased tax,ition as �et forth l;y the 
Honournhlc Colonial :::lecretary iu hi8 Bucl
g:et :::;tateuH•nt. 

't' 

l. 



 

43 Estimates, 194 l LRGIBLATIVE COUNCIL. ---Le.c,islature 44 

It had been proposed to obtain ,tddi
tional revenue to the extent of inoo,000 
by impo8ing a surtax of . 50 pet' cent. 011 

existing per�onal income tax mtes accom
panied by an inc1·ease in the rate on 
companies from l 5 per eent. to 20 per 
cent., and on life insurance companies from 
5 per cen.t. to 6 per cent. i1nd it had also 
been proposed to postpone the int1·orluction 
of an Excess Profits Tax , for whieh pro
vision had been made in the hudgot for t.lrn 
current year. 

The matter ha>< sinec-\ lxit'n recousidernJ 
bv the Government 1tnd it has been decided 
that an Excess Profits T,1x should he 
introduced at once as originally contPm
plated. It has ,1lso been decided to confine 
the increase in the income tax to the 
advance in the company rate from 1 5  pei· 
cent. to 20 per cent. The proposal to 
impose a im1·tax: of 50 pet· eent. on personal 
rates and to advancc1 the life insurance 
company rate from 5 per cent. to 6 per cent. 
will be abandoned for the pi:esent. It is 
,mticipa.ted that theRe new p·t,oposab will 
yield not less than and perhap� considernhly 
more than $300,000. 

It is not necessary fol' me to go into 
detailH at the moment. I should like to 
say, however, that the new p1·op0Ral8 arn 
obviously contiidernbly lcHH bUl'rlensume in 
their effect on the indi vidutLl ta.x pa ycr 
than tlie 01·iginal propoHak The 1ww 
eompuuy rnte of income tax woLtld he 
slightly le88 than one 11:11£ the euJTent rate 
of tax in the United Kingdom and will 
consequPI1tly, in so far aH co11.1p11nie8 l iable 
to tax both in the United Kingdom and 
this Colony 11re concerned, 1 1u:•a11 110 in
crease in taxation whatHoever, having !'e
gard to tlrn provisionH fo 1· relief from 
double tnxntion ; while, aH l'Pgarc:H l oc,Ll 
companies, aH the eompany tax iH only a 
me:HJ8 of collecting tax from indi viduab 
at the source, the :W per cent. rnte will 
·apply only to profits permanently retained
and not distt'ibuted in dividends. Tl te
individual taxpayer would obtain relid
from the company tax deducted from his
dividends by meanR of the provisions fo r
" set-off. "

As regards the Exces8 Profits Tax a 
draft Bill has already beeu prepared and 
will be introduced as soon as certain 
amendments suggested by the Board of 
Inland B,evtinut3 in the United Kingdom 

have heen considered. The rate of the 
bx will he 60 per cent. of the excess 
profits earued over st,rndard profits which, 
genemlly speakiug, will be the average 
p1·oti t of the best two of the th 1·ee years 
preecding the \-V,u· . Those are briefly the 
new proposiLls in ·the budget. 

The Couneil resolved itself into Com
mittPe to eonsider the estimateH. 

LEG ISLA'l'UHB. 

Mr. JACO B : I noti ce from an Order 
of the King in Council timending the 
B1·i tish Guia1111 (Constitution) Amendment 
Order in Council of 1 �28, that an Order 
w�ts passed at the Court at Buckingham 
Pal.tee on the 1 3th cfay of August, 1 9-35 ,  
amending certain A rtieles of the B1·iti sh 
Guiana (Constitution) Oi·det· in Council. 
I wish to make p11rticular reference to 
Article 25 which states among other things 
that tlrn pr operty qua1ification of a voter 
should be $350 and not $500. This amend
ment ca,me into force in August, 1 935,  but · 
up to the present t.irne the public ha" not 
been made aware of it. AR tt matter of fac t 
when I say that the public was not made 
nw1trc of it I menn tlrn.t it was not printed 
nn<l circulated in Ruc h a nrnnner as to 
make the public · cognizant of the amend
ment. On the contraay, Form 1 which is 
used by a purson claiming to be registered 
as a voter, stateH at the baek among othet· 
11ualifieatio1Ls :-

(iii) Own ership, during the six months pre
vious t ·, registration, of a house or land,' or 
land with a house or other erections there
on, of the value of not less than five 
hundred doll ars ; 

For Home reason or another sin<:e 1935 
the publie wa8 not aware 'of the fact that 
tt perKon ,.,ho owns a house or land worth 
!jl :HlO is el igible to be rc�gistt•i ·etl as a voter. 
1 COH8ider thnt \'ery unsati �factury, 
espeeially in view of the fact that the 
number of voters in this Colony is just a 
little ove1· 9,000, slightly over 2 1ie1· cent. 
of the population, and attempts have been 
made by cer tain persons from time 
to time to get the number increased. 
While this is  .so an incol'!'ect form 
lrns been allowed to remain in circu
lation up to the present time, with the 
result tlmt large numbers of persons luive 
been pi-evcnted from being registered as 
votoi·s. I do nut know whose fa.ult it is ; 
pel'lmps it is nobody's fault, but I think 
i.teps sho�lcl be take[! as socm as possiblf, 
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to let it be known to the public that that 
qualification haR been reduced. There 
were other amendments, changeR which 
would have resulted, in my opinion, in 
thousands of people being placed 011 the 

. voters' list, and it is desirable that the 
voters' li�t should be strengthened in orde1· 
t,hat this Council should be properly con
stituted. lt has been recommendet!"by the 
Royal Commission tlmt we Hhould work 
t,oward the end of adult suffrnge, that is, 
that every male a,nd female above the age 
of 21, whether he or she ha,s an income of 
.£1,000, £100, or a dollar, should have a 
vote. I think Government should be at 
pains to see tha.t 1111 eligible persons are 
given eve1·y facility to be registered as 
vote1·s. 

Mr. WALCOTT : It seems to me that 
while Gove1·nment has been negligent it has 
taken the hon. Member for North \Vestern 
District over four years to discover the 
om1ss10n. There is,· therefore some excuse 
for Government. 

TnE CHAIRMAN : Has the hon. Mem
ber only just discovered it? 

Mr. WALCOTT: I should think that 
had· he known about it he would have 
mentioned it before. 

Mr. JACOB: As I said before, this 
Council has no i·esponsibility and the 
individual Members have none. In my 
own cttse I may st1y that r was not a l\Iem
bei· of this Council when the amendment 
was passed, therefot·e I can plett<l ignor
rnuce, but my hon. frieud wa:, a Member 
of the Council tlien and I do not know 
wlrnt can be his plea .. 

Mr. D1t AGUIAR: I know th,1t the hon. 
Member would like his renmrk to be cir
culn.ted throughout the Colony that hon. 
Members of this Council have no respon 
sibilit,y, but I do not think hon. i\'lembers 
will �llow such a remark to go unchal
lenged any more than to remain in their 
se:tts and allow the hon. Member to mitke 
the astounding stakment that this Council 
is not properly constituted. 

Mr. JACOB : 1 beg to confirm that. 

Mr. Dli ,\GUIAR : If the hon Mem
he1· is satisfied that the Council is not 
properly i;onl?titµt(i!q h� hA,s � i:�medy und{li'

the Constitution Ordinance, and if he 
fa.il<'<l to t:d;:e the nect>sRary steps to see 
that the Council w11s properly constituted 
the hon. Member has failed in his in
dividual responsibilit,y. I am uot here to 
challenge what he said about the amend
ment that waR made with regard to the 
qualification of voters. He ma,y be right 
or he may be wrong. I am not in a 
position Pither to confirm or deny what he 
has said, but like the hon. Nominated 
Member I think it is surprising that he 
did not do his uuty by bringing the matter 
to the notice of Government in a different 
way. I have just risen to let the hon. 
Member know that so far as I am con
cerned I appreciate my responsiblity not 
only to the people I have the honour to 
represent but also to His Majesty's 
Gove1·mnent, and so long as I am in my 
:;eat I shall always endeavour to carry out 
that responsibility to the best of my 
ability. 

Mr. C. V. WIGH'r: I would like to 
dissociate myself entirely from the 1·emark 
of the bon. Member for North ·western 
District (Mr. Jacob) that because he was 
not a member of this Council a,t that par
ticular date he wn.s not concerned with 
wlmt transpired here. I think it is mv 
duty as a citizen to know wlmt transpires 
here even if I did not occupy a sen,t in thiR 
Council. 

D1·. SINGH: I think the hon. Member 
for North Westem Listrict should be con
gmtulated on the keen interest he has 
shown in discovering the omisHion a.nd 
bringing it to the noticP of the Council. 

l\fr. OONSALVE8: I eannot see any 
reason why Members should get panicky 
over the remarks of the hon. Member for 
North Western Distrit:t. He says that 
nobody knows of the change in the b-w but 
I think he ought to know by now, having 
had some knowledge of the law, that every
one is presumed to know the law, and if Hiis 
amendment was passed in public everyone 
should know that the law is there. As 
Commissioner of Oaths authorised to 
swear voters on their qu11,Lifieation;; he 
must have known that it was his dutv to 
inform those pe!'sons who desired to· be 
registered a.s voters that the propertv quali
fication had been reduced. Othe1: Mem
bers of the Council seem to take the hon. 
Member seriously, but :i: do not, l thiitk 

...
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he has only rnised the question with a 
view to hearing somet,hing from the hon. 
Colonial Secret,ary. I am not going to 
answer for G overnmeut. It seems to rue 
that the hon . .Member is making a moun
tain out of tt molehill because, if the law 
says that the value of property shall be 
$350 that is the qualification required. 
'.l'he form he has referl'fid to is a printed 
form and is only a guide as to what is 
required. H might havti been better, per· 
Imps, if in issuing those forms the amount 
of the property qu11lific1Ltinn was ch,mged, 
hut it does not mPan that that i.s what a 
JJerson is JecliLt'ing to. The real qualifi
cittion- is stat-ed in the declamt.ion itself. 

.Mr. JACOB: J would like to explain. l 
took the opportunity-I would not sa,y 
trouble-to ask the llegistering Officer for 
Georgetown a month or so ago whether he 
w,1s aware of this nmenclment, and whether 
it was a fact that the qualification had 
been reduced from $500 to $350, and he 
expressed surprise and told me he did not 
know. I think he then communic:ited with 
the Coloninl Secretarv's Office. I then 
referred him to the Ord�r in Council and I 
think he .igreed that the qualification had 
been reduced. I want the hon, Member 
fat· Central Demcran.1, (.M1·. De Aguiar) to 
realize that these thingR must be stnted 
definitely. It iH a foct. He has a habit, 
of trying to uoufu.�e things, hut I want him 
to realizl.l that wll{'n. fads urn fact� they 
must Le stated us facts, m1rl he must not 
try to confuse them. If anyone reads his 
speech he might think the hon. Member 
is correct and I am i1uonect. The Regi:s
tel'ing Officers do not know of the ·change 
-at least one of them told me dtafinitely

. he did not know.

THE CHAITIM AN : Did any of the c1Ln-

J 
rlidates know ?

.Mr. JACOB : I do not know ; there 
were no cm1Llidntcs recently. (Laughtet·). 
The 0l'de1: in Council was passed at the 
Cou1·t at Buckinghmn Palace in August, 
1935, and I remembei· distinctly I wits in 
the North West District then. If the 
Order was passed in August, 19:15, it did 
not anive in the Colony until nbout the 
end of the year, therefo1�e if one i� enga,god 
on something else, particulnrly in my own 
case (laughter) he is likely to forget A,bout 
it. '\-Vhile I take a keen interest in these 
things1 a,bsi:ince from th(;! s�p.t 0£ Oov(;!m• 

ment is a reasonable excuse. I am not 
pleading that I am not to hla.me. A certain 
amount of bl,Lme I should take, but my 
point is that the oilicers of Government 
who receive these papers should see that 
they are printed, and the Registe1·ing Otli
cers should have known about it and in
formed the public, There was negligen(;e 
on the pa1·t of someone; maybe, it is this 
Legislature. I do not know. 'When the Hoyal 
ComI11ission was he1·e I nmde n specitic 
submission tht,t the property qualifi(;ation 
was $500, which I think wa,s wrong, but 
nohodv conected it. I <lo not know whose 
fault it is but I me1·ely brought the matter 
up here in order that it should be 
corrected . 

.Mr. C. V. WIGHT: 1·wuulcl .like to 
point out that tliere has been au election 
since 1935, and I was a candidate since 
then. I nm rnther surprised to hear that 
the hon. Member was so disinterested in 
the issue of that election that I did not 
receive his support in this matter. 

.Mr. WALCOTT: The hon. .Member 
for North '\Vestern District said he was 
not 11 !Wember of this Council at the time, 
but_ if the amend111e11;t was not published
until the end of 1935 then he was a ::11em
bc:'r of the Council at that time. 

Tm: COLONlAL S:ECH,ETAHY: In 
1 Q35 I was also eng,Lged el8ewliere 

(laughte1·), and this is tho tir,;t time this 
bubject has been brought to my notice, I 
am afraid I caunot give tlie lion. Mernbet· 
an a.u�wer now. 

T1u; CHAIRMAN : I c.lo not quite 
know what t.he hon. Memher wants clone . 
lf it is that the registrnbion papers should 
ht> (;Orrected t,lrnt will be done. 

Mr. JACOB: One experiences areat 
difficulty in gettiug those forms, aid if 
nwre� were printed after l 9;rn the amend
Ulent should have been ma.de .. If a large 
quantity has been circulated throucrhout 
the Colonv and cannot be with<lr�wn 1 
thing som�thing should be printed so as 
to let everybody know of the amendment. 
Steps ,;hould eitlwr be taken to withdrnw 
those forms or 11,n amendment should be 
insc1·tecl in each form. 

'.l'iIE CHAILlMAN: Government will 
se� wha,t is the positi,;m with- re¥ard tQ 
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those forms and whether a correction is 
necessary. It doeH surpt'ise me that 
Elected Members of the Council, who are 
'{:oncerned with these matte1·s, should not 
have been aware of the change :is- the hon. 
.\lember suggests. 

Item 6-Suhscription to the Empire 
Parliamentary Association, $±80. 

:Mr. JACOB: I think this is a ve1·y 
deserving contribution but I am of opinion 
that the debates of the various Legislatures 
atlilitLted to this Association should be 
obtained and cit-culatod. 

Tim CHAIRMAN : Do you mean the 
H:J,nsitrd ? 

l\fr. JACOB: Yes, sir. 

'fm, CHAlllMAN: "\Ve would have to 
contribute more than £100. 

Mr. JACOB: This Colonv should send a 
sutlicient number of copies · to the Asso
ciation so that they might be bound and 
circulated among the twelve LegishLtures 
connected with the Association which 
would send us the debates of the other 
Legislatures in ordet· that we might be 
kept informed of what is going on in the 
va1·ious Legis!tttures. 

Tm; CHAIRMAN : Do you suggest 
that the twelve Legislatures would send 
their debates to us? 

Mr. JACOB: Yes, sir, I imggest that, 
through the Association. 

TnB CHAIRMAN : I hope the hon. 
Member prom,ses to read them. (Laughter). 

Mr. ,JACOB: Yes, sir. Perhaps Your 
Excellency is not aware that I have some 
of those debates and .I have been reading 
them. I have tried to get the debates of 
the Jamaica Legislatme because I know of 
cet tain things that are going on in Jamaica 
which I think should go on here. 

THE CHAIRMAN: What is the hon. 
Member suggesting that this Colony should 
do? 

Mr. JACOB: This Colony should print 
additional copies of the debates and send 
them to the Association for distrih"tion to 
the other l,:,e�islll-t1miii, 

Tm, CHAIR\fAN: Tlmt would not 
come within the purview of the Empire 
Parlittmentary As�oci,1tion. 

�Ir. JACOB: l am suggesting that we 
should ask the Association to request the 
variou� Legislabures to send buund copies 
of their debates for the purpose of an 
exchange of debates among the various 
Colonies. 

THE CHAIRM.AN: We would have topi,y 
a very much la.rger subscription. I think 
I prob,Lbly kuow the otlice of the Empire 
Parliamentary Associ11tion better th.111 any 
Membm· of this Council. I know their 
procedure and I should not be prepared 
to make tlmt suggestion to them, except 
as a suggestion coming from the members 
of the Association in this Colony. I am 
not p1·epared to put it forward as the 
suggPstion of an individual member. The 
hon. Member must be r1ware that copies of 
the debates are sent to the Association from 
all the Legislatures that are affifo,ted to 
the A�sociation, and it reEts entirely with 
the Association itself to select from those 
debates what matters it considers are of 
sufficient general importance to include in 
1t� joumal. \Ve have nothing at all to do 
with that selection. To mnke the 
Association i1ct as a general exchange of 
Hansard from all the Legislatures is a 
burden which I am almost sure it would 
not undertake. 

Mt·. J'ACOB: I accerJt wln1t Your 
Exc�llency has said but I would like to 
point out further that I think and I lwpe 
that within my time there will be a federa
tion of British Guiana and the \Vest 
lndies, and I think we should be i1ware of 
what is going on in the \Vest Indies as a pre- .. 
liminarv to tlmt federation which I think 
would be :1 very good thing. As a pre
liminary to that I suggest that those who. 
:u·e interested-and I hope the majority 
of the Elected Members at least are 
interested in this aspect of the work of the 
various Legislatures-would be keen on 
seeing that those debates are circulated, 
and those who have time will reltd those 
debates. If the local Association is not 
prepared to reMmmend it and Your Ex
cellency would be willing to send fonvru·d 
my recommendation-

THE CHAIRMAN: I will not send for
ward an indi vidu,tl reoorn.mend1.1,tion tc;i the 
Associ11,tion, 

.. 
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Mr. JACOB : I suggest that the _ local 
Association should consider it. 

THE CHAIRMAN : That is entirely a 
matter for the Association. 

Mr. JACOB: Unless it is put to the 
Association and con8idered-
. THE CHAIRMAN : 'l'he hon. Member 
has a perfect right ;1s a member to put it 
to the Association. 

AomCULTURF.. 

Dr. SINGH: I have been in sympathy 
with thiB Dep;i.rtment for the past 10 
years. I felt thu.t the I iepartment should 
be given an opportunity to further re
organize itself in onler to overcome the 
strictures that had been levelled at it from 
time to time in this Council. I regret, 
however, to say that in spite of tlrn in• 
creased expenditure by the Department 
from vear to year it hus not made local 
agric�lture efficient. 'l'he community feels 
that this Department is a burden and is 
asking for some control of itB expenditure. 
II; in true that it ii; said that the people 
of this Colony should grow morn food hut 
they have been planting c,issava, plantains 
and othe1· provisions without the help of 
the Department of .Agriculture. The 
Agriculturnl Superintendents might assi$t 
in laying out plans, hut when it comes to 
showing the people how to pl.int rice and 
other produce I think they have been doing 
that long before. I think other :Members 
will support me when I say that the 
expenditure of this Department iH very 
heiwy, especially at the }'resent time when 
this great war is 011, anrl when economy is 
needed. I do hope othet· Members will 
support me. 

· M:l'. HUMPHRYS: If the hon . .Member
could point out to the Council ways in 
which the expenditure of the Dep,irtment
might be cut clown I can as8ure him he
would obtain my hearty support, but he
has not pointed out a single item which
might be reduced. If he could do HO he 
would receive my support beciiuse I am 
going to urge Government not to inrnr any
increased expenditure that could possibly
be avoided. At the proper time I shall
give my reasons, of which I think Govern
ment is well aware. I uq,:e on the hon. 
Member to say what items he tliinks can 
be delettid or reduced.

M1·. JACOB: I intend to coniine my 
remarks on this Department under two 
heads. I will deal with coffee, cattle, 
ground provisions and coconuts together, 
and I will lease rice until a later stage. 
(Laughter). As regards coffee the exports 
for this year \lP to the end of October were 
10,404 lbs. as against 22,110 lbs. in 1939. 
This industry at one time brought into the 
country roughly $100,000 from other parts 
of the Empire or the world, but all it has 
brought in for the ten months ending in 
October is $791. Various recommenda
tions have been made with regard to help 
that ::ihould be given to this industry so 
that at some time coffee should be con
sidered one of the agriculturnl product:; 
bringing money into the Colony, but up to 
the present I do not think anything really 
practical has been done. The result is 
that this industry can be considered as 
practically gone. It is no use stressing 
the point. The only point I wish to wake 
is that the coffee industry can be con
sidered as practically dimini::ihecl. 

As regards cattle there is much scope 
for the development of that industry, bnt I 
notice that it is also declining. The 
exports of cattle for the 10 months of thin 
year were 37 4 head valued il\6,64-5, as com
pared with 911 head in 1939 valued 
$ l 1,004. Here we have an industry which 
h:is been going clown gradually and con
sistently during the last 10 or 12 years. 
Steps should be taken to improve that 
industry and I must say that cel'tain steps 
have been taken which I hope will be con
tinued, and that the industry will be put on 
a far better footing sooner or later. 

With regard to gl'Ound provi1,ions I do 
hope that the experiment that is bein11 
carried on will be 11 success. I am not, 
going to say a,nything more about it. l 
have already expressed grave doubts a(; 
the last session of the Council, but I wish 
and earnestly hope that it will be a sueces�, 
and that something better will be estab-. 
lished later on. I s,iy tigain that I t11ke 
the view that the whole scheme will be tL 

hopeless failure, but I wish it success. 

. I will now deal with coconuts, coprn tmd 
011. Never in the history of this Colon,.
have WA been phcecl in the position w�, 
we1·e iu during the last two or three month�. 
�he exports of copra are being controlled 
in ti manner which I think is fairly sati�-
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factory to Government, but very unsatis
factory to those concerned. The coconut 
industry has been helped all these years, 
but let me use the phrase I have always 
used here in regard to the rice industry
the coconut industry has been helped down, 
not up. The corn1:mrir-;ons l am going to 
make will show how this help haH resulted 
in the industry going down and causing 
general dissatisfaction throughout the 
Colony. Instead of conserving oil for the 
use of the Colony, instead of taking st,eps 
to see that the needs of the Colony are 
supplied first, what has hnppenerl? 
Although there wns a drought the Copra 
Board thought it best to export all avail
able supplies of copra, oil and coconuts, 
with the result tlrnt there has been it huge 
shortage, ,ind this Colony has ha(l to im
port oil ,md copra from othPr Colonies in 
the V1T est IndieH. 

In the case of coffee and cattle we Jicl 
not export what we did not have in stock 
in the Colony, but in regard to copm, oil 
and coconuts I maintain and wish to 
.ernphasize that the Boitrd blundered so 
very badly that it exported what it did n0t 
have. In the case of copra 1,027 tons 
were exported during the 10 mouths of 
this ye,tr as ,tgainst 507 tons iu 19:19, 
double the quflntity. In the case of coco
nuts 287,483 were exported up to the end 
of October this year ns compttred with 
253,252 in 1!)39. 'l'he exporh of oil up to 
October this year amounted to 14,980 
g:.110118 v11lueci $7,105, as against, 2,Hrn 
g,tllon8 v1tlued $791 iu 1939. 

The�e figure8 show a lack of app1·ech1-
tion of the position in the Colony aud a 
general lack of foresight on the part of 
those connected with the Board. r nm 
not concerned who the members of the 
Board ,u-e, hut when thl� general commun
ity is facPrl with starvation so fat· M; oil iH 
concerned it is time thttt sonwtheng should 
br. said, ttncl ,mid very strongly, about itH 
management. The result is genernl di8satis
faction, and while the figure8 might show 
that the coconut, industry is progressing, it 
severe setback has fl.lready occurred. I do 
wish to urge on the members of the Bmtrd 
that more energy be displayed ,md a little 
rnore tirne be given to these matt.erH which 
should he viewed from all aspects. They 
should not allow one 01· two pe1·sons to 
have their owu way-. If it i:s considered 
�11tisfactory to export all the copra, a 

large .number of coconuts and all the oil 
.wailable and then import in order to meet 
local requirements I can only say that I 
feel very disappointed th,it such a state of 
affairs should have occuITed, and I hope it 
will not occur again. The coconut indus
try is going to suffer a severe setback. I 
have rlrnwn Governrnent's attention to 
those four industries and I <lo not know 
whether any satisfactory explan,.tion c,m 
be given or any assurance that it will not 
occur again. I will rcsurne rny seat and 
later on I shnll say sonwthing about the 
!'ice indm,try. 

Mr. SEAFORD : As ,me of the unfor
tunate membe1·s of thiR unfortunate Boat·d 
I feel I .�houlcl say something, although I 
am probably not on the Bmwd to represent 
thf' various industries refened to by the 
hon. Member. 'l'o deal first of all wi t,h . 
the coffee indu,�tn· I can assure the hon. 
Member that th� matter was conside1·erl 
by the Board or Agriculture-

Mr. JACOB : I did not refer to the 
Boa1·d of Agriculture; I referred par
ticubdy to the Copra Board, but I would 
be pleased to he.tr what the hon. Membet· 
has to .�ay about .igriculturn genernlly as 
a member of the Board of Agricultu1·e 

Mr. SEAFORD: The m,ttter of coffee 
came up before the Board of Agricultu1·e 
and I thought the hon. Member was refe!'
ring to that.. l�hc peculiar thing nbout 
coffee and several other products such as 
black-eye pea,; is th,1t we firnl that the co,;t 
of production hern is very much higher 
than in any other place, ,md it is quite 
irnpo,;sible for us to export things like 
tho,;e in cornpetition with the outside rnar
kds. It might interest hon. �fombe1·H to 
l1ear tliat l personally brought sorne coffee 
hem from Trinichd which competes with 
om· best; coff1•n nm! iR rather better, I think, 
and fl.]though the duty wns l:l cents pet· lb. 
I ll'M able to h1·ing it lu�rn at ,t clwaper 
rate than I could buy local coffee. It is 
what i,; called creole coffee. 

As regal"ll,; cattle I am glad to hem· the 
hon. Memlier say he was pleased to see 
Gove1·mnent Imel taken stPps to improve 
the breed. I clo· not think anyone would 
gainsay the fact that the breed of milch 
cattle in �he Colony Im,; considerably im
provucl within the b,;t six yea•r�, and it is 
improving every (hy. I think gre,Lt credit 
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is due to the Vetet·inary Sm·geon for the 
g1·eat interest he has taken, and to the im
provement made by him and the I )epart
ment of Agricultur·e. Government voted 
a sum of money fot· experimental work 
with cattle which I hope may be of help 
to the Colon�, genen1Jly. Our great bug
bear here iH a lnck of drninagc>. We are up 
against �omething tlmt they have not got 
in the "\VeHt Indian islands, and when we 
realize what druimige coRts pel' itcre we 
can app1·ecinte that it is bouncl to put up 
the cost of everything. It is a .�t·eat hind
runce to us, mid although Government haH 
taken steps to improve our drainage as best 
it cm1 the cost is bound t,o be great and 
there will ,dways bt> ,t- rope around our 
necks. 

Dealing with coconuts I am Horry the 
hon. i\fembet· tliL-l not give us the months. 
At the beginning of the year we know that 
exports weru made, hut I do not think even 
the growe1·s thems11lrns re11lized whi1t the 
effed of the dl'Ough t would he on the 
cocouut, aud t;he industrv it:,elf. I notice 
that, a short time ago e;i)orts of coconuts 
were made eveu uefore the effects of the 
<ll'ought we:>re realized. 'l'he amount of 
coconuts exported for the whole year· was 
287,000 nuts, which would not produce 
more tlmn 30 tons of copra. 

Mt·. JACOB; The' figures a1·e so sma.11 
that I cannot sne the force of the hon. 
1':Iember'8 argument at, all. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I maintain that the 
quanity exported was so very small that 
it really could not alfoc't the situation at
all. 

Mr. JACOB; I cannot allow a state
ment like Llmt to go unL:hallenged. It is 
most incorrect to say that it would not 
affect the situation. 

'l.'HJ\ CHA lltMAN : l-la8 the hon. 
.l.Vlember got the priees? 

.Mr. JA'JOB: I am not concerned about 
prices; I am concerned ,.bout the incon
venience eauserl the public. 

Tm: CHAI1ll\'£AN ; It is 110 use talk
ing -about markets and exports except you 
consider price,s. 

Mr. JACOB; L. it proper for this 

Colony to impott copra. a'Ud oil from St. 
Lucia? 

THE CHAIRMAN : It, is 
satisfactm·v to have a severe 
(Laughtet•): 

not at aH 
drought. 

Mr. ::IEAFORD ; It was not t·ealized 
what the effects of the drought would be. 
\Ve know that if a market is once lost it is 
almoHt, impossible to regain it. In s0me 
businesseH articles are bought from com
petitorn at inereased prices in order to 
1 et,1in their customers. I would like the 
hon. Member to nmne the months in which 
thuHe expod,s we1·e made. It is r11ther un
fortmmte that ,n• should in this Council 
trv to blame hot]� the Board of A"t·icul-., b 

ture and tht• Depad-ment of Agriculture or 
the Government for :1 situation over which 
they had absolutely no control, and that iH 

the drought. 

Mr. JACOB: I have not blamed the 
Department of Agricultu,·e at nil in regard 
to the export� of coconuts ; I blawe the 
Copra Boal'fl. It should not have ex
pol'ted >Ll.1 the coconuts and coprn knowing 
fully woll that a drnught was on and·that 
they had to safegmu·d supplies for use in 
the Colony. If it is the intention of the 
Bonrd to ·�xport. oil without taking into 
a.ccount future supplies then all I c11n say 
is Gnd help us from that Board and people 
of that type. In my own home we could not 
get oil and WP hitd to send to a shop and buy 
lrnlf a pint at a tirr e fol' Hix cents. The 
price was ll cents per pint and not 12 
cents, but we hnve no h,1lf-cent coins here. 
We had to send a dozen times in order to 
get 6 pints of oil. That happened throucrh
out the Colony. The 8hopkeepers had b to 
buy oil at 2/- or 3/- per gallon above the 
fixed price, and while they will not 11dmit 
it they had to re-sell it at an increased 
price. A man who wm1t.� a cerfa.in al'ticle 
will clo anything to get it, and would even 
break the l,iw. Is that not within the 
knowled:,re of Government? .I am con
cerned about the inconvenienc�• caused the 
the public, and I think there. is iuconven
ienee at the p1·ese11t time with re.gitrd to 
oil. '1.'hi8 Government i8 not propel'ly in
formed. Whet,her Government fakes steps 
to get proper information I do not know, 
but I make the definite 8tateruent that 
Government i8 not properly informed on 
many thing8 which are happening·in the 
Colony. 

·\ 

I 



I • 

M E,tiniaies, 1941 '5 DECEMBER, l 940. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: Fortunately or 
unfortunately I happen to be a member of 
the Board of Agriculture and also a mem
ber of the Copra Board which is consti
tuted by persons who are inte1·ested in the 
industry itself and have made investments 
in the coconut industry. The hon. Mem
ber has selected figures for 1940 and 1939, 
the year before the drought and the yeat· 
of the drought. I do not know if he can 
find a more suitable vear to make com
parisons of figures, b�t even with those 
years he has not proved his case. His 
complaint is that the Board expo1·ted 
copra. He has not mentioned the month, 
but I think when the Board exported 
copra there wa8 a. surplus stock in the 
Colony. No one could have !Lnticiptttecl 
the effect of the drought. 

l\f.r. JACOB : I realize that the Board 
could not ,tnticipate anything. 

Tm, CHAIRMAN : They ought to have 
foreseen the drought 1 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: The members 
of the Board cannot foresee the we11ther 
as well as the hon. Member for North 
Western District. He might give us a 
forecast of the weatlwr for next year. The 
hon. Member admitted tlmt th�re was a 
scarcity of oil •and coconut products and 
yet clmrged Government with indiscretion 
in importing copra and oil from another 
Colony. 

Mr. JACOB: I charged the Board with 
lack of foresight in exporting all it had. 
It afterwards had to import. Please do 
not confuse the point. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS The Board 
exported bec,iuse it could not foresee the 
drought. For the information of the hon. 
l\'lembtn· I may say that sinee the impot·ta
tion of oil into the Colom• it has l:een 
sold to the consumer at the· rnte fixed by 
Gov1;irnment. For the hon. Member's 
information also I nmy say that thern wa:s 
a slight 1mirgin of profit between the im
port pdce ,ind the price to the consumer. 
Simil11rly, in the case of coprn it w,u; 
imported into the Colony and supplied to 
the mills which manufacture deodorised 
oil at the same price at which t.he coco
nut producers (and I am one of them) told 
Government it could not pay thern to sell 
it. .May I ask the hon. Member if that 

was not good business that the Board did? 
I challenge the hon. Mero her to prove that 
there is any scarcity of oil now in the 
Colony. I think he can get all the oil he 
wants from any retail shop or from thci 
mills. Six hundt·ed drums of oil recently 
arrived in the Colony and the1·e is 6till 
much oil to be had. The Copra Board is 
constituted by persons interested in the 
industry who can well take care of them
selves. I do not think they need any 
assistance ot· 11dvice from the hon. Member 
for North Wes tern District as tc how to 
carry on their business. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I had no desire to 
join in this deh,Lte ,Lt this stage; especially , 
a.s we lmvc been promised a further con
tribution by the hon. Member for North 
·western District, but I can hardly allow
�ome of the statement� he h11s made to go
unclmlleuged. I would like first of all to
st,ite tlmt I am not in the same unfortu
nate position !tH t,he hon. Member for 'Wes
tern Berbice. I happen not to bu a mem
ber of the Coprn Board, and perhaps if I
err I would be erring ,dong the lines of
the hon. Member himself, lint I hardly
think I would PLT as badly as he has done
because I think the hon. Member will give
me credit for knowing something ,tbout
huying nnd selling of oil which is p,irt of
my business, and I should be 11ble to ex
p1:ess m1 opinion ,ts to tht' reason for a
shortage or ,t glut in the mark,·t in 1·espect
of 11ny commodity in which my firm is
intere�ted. It is all very well ,md fine to
be wise after an event, and most of us can
always point out any errors that might
have been made here and there when one
grnsps at dcttiils to attftck a policy. Any
::Yiembe1· who attempts to do tlmt starts to
err from the very Leginning.

I could not remain in mv seat ,md allow
t.hc hon. M.ember to mak� the remarks he
did ,Lbout the Board which, in mv opinion
is doing itR best iu Hpite of the ;,ery ditli.�
cult times it has to labour under. · I do
not know whether it is the hou . .Member's
view tlrnt this Colony should 11ot produce
coconuti,, rice or bhck-eye pea� for export.
In fact J h,tve heard him over anrl over
again in this Council chnmpioniug the
cause of thoHc industries and ma.king com
prtriHons of export figure�. To-dav he
tells Ui, that we should uot, export.
I do not know whether ht· thinks that
Government Hhoulrl lmve stepped m when

t 
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the Board was ruitking those shipments 
of copra imd prohibited the ex.port. I sub
mit that he was quite wise in not making 
such a. suggestion. I mirnt assume that 
when the Board made the shipments of 
coconuts and copra it was in posRession 
of more facts than the hon, Member has 
given the Council to-d,iy. The Board 
must have been satisfied, and this Govern
ment must have been satisfied that the 
facts were sufficiently sound to permit the 
export of coconuts and copra. 'l'he hon. 
Member must not lose sight of the fact 
that the figures he quoted for 19.J.O relate 
to exports under war conditions. I lmppen 
to know that it is the desirP of Govern
ment to retain as much as possible for the 
consumption of the inhabitants of the 
Colonv, and if the Board and the Govern
ment · permitted those exports the facts 
must have been against the arguments of 
the hon. Member. 

There is no doubt that there ·was a 
temporary shortage of nil; everybody 
knows t!w,t, but I submit respectfully tlmt 
the blame should not he placed at the 
doors of the Copra Bofl.rd. I will advise 
the hon. i\·lember to try to make some 
enquiries as to where the blame should be 
laid. I am not here thi� morning to assist 
him in tlmt direction, but I will advise him 
to make enquiries before he attaches the 
blame to the Boanl. I want to reminrl 
him that I arn not a member of the Bmird. 
The opinion I am giving the Council to
day is the result of my own experience as 
a · commerci,il man · and one who is 
interested directly and indirectly in oil. 

There was one remark made by the hon. 
:Member which surprised me. · In fact it 
pained me greatly to hear from the 
hon. Member that he broke the law and 
paid a higlier price for oil than that 
fixed by Government. One would have 
expecte<l' him, au honest illLlividual respon 
sible to this Government and to the 
community, to have b1·ought such informa• 
tion to the notice of the r.,;overnment, 
especiaJly in these times when we know
and I do not know that the hon . .

Member 
is not aware of it-that it is the desirn of 
Government t.o keep down commodity 
prices at a levd within the reach of the 
buying public. Jnste�d of that we find the 
hon.Member encouragmg-I can hardly use 
any othet· word-profiteering by paying a 
hi�her price just to _get a poip.t of oil, with. 

out passing on the iuformation to the 
proper authority so that action might be 
taken to protect the unfortunate individ
uals whom the hon. Member himself !ms 
the· honour to represent. I was pained 
and shocker! to hear that statement bv the 
hon. Member. (Laughter). 

Mr. JACOB: Let me correct the hon, 
l\Iember right away. \Vhatever I have 
stiited he1·e I uevn went so for as to �ay 
that mv fami!\i broke the law. I stated 
clent·ly "th:1t we "had to buy oil in half pint 
lots, p,iying the extra price.for buying in 
halveR. The price was 11 cents per pint, 
and buying in half pints we had to pay an 
extr:1 half.cent, and as there is no half-cent 
coin in the Colony we had to pay 6 cents 
for n half pint. By paying the additional 
price we got what we wanted, and Gover·n
ment permits one to buy in half pints. 
J<Jven if I did exceed the margin it does not 
matter a r·ow of pins to me ; my conscience 
is clear. 'l'he clock has struck, and when 
we resume after lunch I shall hrive some
thing more tu �ay abol.!t it .. 

The Committee adjourned for the 
luncheon recess until 2 p.m. 

2·p.m. 

Mr. LEE attended. 

�fr. JACOB: When the Committee 
11djourued-

:Mr. D1c AGUIAR: �fay I remind the 
hon, .)1 eruber that I was on my feet. I do 
not know whethet· he wants to carry on 
with another speech. He has inten-upted 
me before and, perhaps, I mny gi \'e him iin 
opportunity to internpt rne again. 

Mr. JACOB : I was actually on my 
feet when the adjournment was taken. 

Tm,: CH.--\IH.:\llAN: If the hon. Mem
ber wii;hes to continue he may do KO. 

Mr. JACOB: When the Commit.tee 
ivljoumed I was replying to certain incor
rPcb conclusions anived at by the hon. 
l\'Iember for Central Demerara (Mr. 
De Aguiar). 

:\Ir. Di,; AGU[AH.: I am sorry to inter 
rupt the hon. l\1emlie1·, but I want to afford 
him an opportunity of correctino- me 
b,e9�q&� J have �uite q. M q� ini;o�r��t 
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info1·mation to furnish this Council. If 
he waits until I have done so he would 
have an oppodunity to reply. I mention 
that so as to save the time of the Council. 
I do not know aftPr hearing tlmt if. lie 
wii:;hes still to continue, 

Mr. JACOB: I tim not saying that my 
hon, friend deliberatelv hied to twist what 
I stated, but I mad,/ it specifically clear 
that there wafi such a shortage of oil in the 
Colony tha,t consumers could not get mo1 e 
than a half-pint from cerfaiin retailerR of 
oil and to get a week's supply certnin per
sons had to purchase a half-pint at a timf' 
thereby having to pay the difference in 
price consequent on there being no lrnlf
cent coin in circulation in the Colon)'· 

Tm, CHAIRMAN: A diffe1·ence of one 
cent! 

:Mr. JACOB: Yes; the price was eleven 
cents per pint and one had to pay six cents 
for a half-pint. My family lmd that prac
tical experience, and I give that to my hon. 
friend to think about. I went on further 
to sa.y that shopkeepers were deliberately 
infringing the law, because in order to 
please customerR they had to enter into 
private a1:rangement with sellerH of oil for 
a drum at their own price and they were 
able to "et the increased cost from the con
surne1·s. 

0 

It is not my businesH to go 
a.round as a private detective in tlrn urntter. 
Ou the few occ11.sious th,tt I lmvP acted as 
11. private detective, I regret to sa.y, I
obtained uo encouragement from Govern
ment to continue. I propose to nmke cer
tain definite statements here m1rl leave
them to this Council to acct'pt or trea.t
otherwise. I m;iy be wrong a.nd do not
tmve a proper conception of my duty aH an
Elected Membrr of thiH Council, but I
think the time lnts arrived for me to spen,k
plainly and clearly to. certitin Elected
Memb11rs of this Council so as to try and 
correct their view-11oint. My hon. friend 
is in the habit of trying to confuse things 
in order to make out to the public that J 
am w1;ong, and I do ,tsk him not, to 
attempt to do that in the futui·_e. I _ask
him as 11 special favour to put thmgs fairly 
and sc1muely if not the business_ of this
Council would be prolonged. I Hn1d noth
in" this morning to show that I broke the 
la; or as he put it-I aided in breaking 
the law. That may be so in so far as the 
opinion of th!l hon. M1;11µ\;il;l�' is �oncerned, 

-Ayricult1.i.re 6,'.:l

I shall listen verv carefullv to what he has 
to say, and if the oppo;.tunity presents 
itself for me to rejJly I will do so. 

As regards the reumrkH of t,he hoJJ. 
:\'Jember for Western Berbice (Mr. Peer 
Bacchus) who, I n.m sorry, is not here, he 
made two definite st�Ltements-that therP 
is 110 shortage of oil at the present time, 
,ind that customers can get all they want. 
I think l am right in saying that ht> sitirl 
there is n smplus. He made the further 
state1mmt that tlw Copm Bo,ud in import
ing oil and copra for· local consumption 
made a profit. l am not in a position to 
challenge the fatter statement as I have not 
had any information, but T would like to 
enquil'e whether import duty had been 
p,Lid 011 that oil and coprn and whet.he.
the overhead charges were added so as to 
arrive ,Lt a proper profit m11,1·gin. He made 
the definite statement that somebodv was 
making profit, and I would lik� that 
clarified. As regards the first statement 
that there is an adequate supply of oil in 
the Colony, I desire to Hay that is not 
coneet from the information I have 
recPived. During the ,uljournment I took 
the opportunity t,o ring up Messrs, 
Wieting 1\nd Richter, Ltd., and speak to 
Mr. Chapman who looks after the salP n,nrl 
clistl'ibution of edible oil for tl11Lt firm. He• 
told me over the telephorw that on the 
12th Novernber he had instrnctiom which 
were ei rculated to ,ill the branelws of the 
firm tlmt custome�-� were only to "et twu 

• 0 

pint� of oil at a tiU1e, and uu the 20th of 
the same month lhe t1mintitv was reduced 
to one pint because they· feared there 
would be a shortage. Up to to-tlay they 
a.re not selling more th,u1 one pint at 
a timfi to cusiomet·s. That is the infor
mation I got through the telephone from ft 
responsible nwmber of the staff of Mes�rs. 
'Wieting and Richte1·, Ltd. I wish 

•my hon. friend had been in his seitt
to eont,rndiet that infonnat,ion and
confirm thP statement that he ha,d
m,ule. I go fu1·ther and sav that I
was told rluring the ,u.ljourm;ient, that
on 8atm·day morning wh1•n a customer
went to one of the brnnches of Messrs.
Wieting and Richter, Ltd., and asked for oil
he was told that the1·e was no oil avail:1bl1;.
Whether the Htaternent is correct or not
tlrnt t,hcre is an :tdequtite supply of oil I do
not know, nnd perlutp8 that member of
the Copra Board knows better, but I do
protest against Electec! Members gettin$
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up here and talking things of which they 
know very little or nothing. 'l'he hon. 
Member went on to say-I am sorry I 
have to refer to this-that the Copra 
Board is better off without me on it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I have no recollec
tion of the hon. Member saying that. 

.Mr. JACOB : I think, he said they did 
not want my advice on the Copra Board. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I think, he said 
they did not need your advice. 

Mr. JACOB : I make tlmt st atement 
subject to correction. I have never tried 
to get on the Copra Board. I speak very 
little about the coconut and copra industry 
in this Council because I am not properly 
informed about it, _ (Hear ! Hear ! !) But 
I have been properly informed recently 
about the oil situation, and I have 
attempted to compare the exports with 
the imports with respect to that 
commodity. It should not be imported 
and I lay the blame for thu,t on the Copn1 
Board and no one else. If my hon. friend, 
the Member for ·western Berbice, thought 
my ci·iticism was too harsh, that is a 
matter for him, but he must take some of 
the t·esponsibility for the mess in whieh thi� 
Colony has been for some time and is ,1t 
the present time in respect of its supply of 
edible oil. If it is considered satisfactory 
that customers cannot get what they w11nt 
-though I admit that it is war-time and
it is possible for that to occur-and if tlrnt
is going to be one of the pleas of Govern
ment and Government is going to support
the argument of the hon. Member
for vVestern Berbice, then I am sorrv for
what the future is going to be. I think I
have made it perfoetly elem· that what I
do ask of hon. Membeiis iH to represent
things properly to this Council and to give
correet information here. I do not know
whether my hon. friend wanted to attack
me, but I eonsider it a personal attack.
If his1statement had bee_n correct I would
not have replied in the way I did, but I Jo
ask him that when he is attempting to
contradict another Rlect,-id ofo01ber in thix
Council, ,1t least for eohesion awl eu -
operation, he should be ve1·y certain of liis
facts.

Mr. Di:; A.G UIAR: I do not know what 
is the opinion of hon. Members of this 

Council who have been following the 
debate since this Council has gone into 
Committee, but it does seem to me that 
the privileges of speaking in Committee 
are being slightly abused. I rder par
ticularly to the frequent interruptions by 
the hon. Member for North vVestern Dis
trict (Mr. Jacob), and I venture to suggest 
to him that if this Council wa;; not in 
Committee he would not have attempted 
on the several occasions thiit he 1HL8 doue 
so since this Council is in Committee to 
rise from his scat every time a Meruber 
rmikes a statement, which apparently does 
not reacl1 his point of view, in an en
deavour to impress thi8 Couneil as to what 
he thought he meant to say and in fact did 
not say. I would adviHe him, whilst it is 
true that hon. Members have the privilege 
of speaking as often as they like on a par
tieular subject when the Couneil is in 
Committee, that it would eome with better 
grnce if the hon. Member makes a few 
notes while another :Melllber is speaking, 
and whel). that Member h,is finished his 
eontribution he then rise,i to correct what 
appears to him at the time to be a misb1ke 
or misinterpretation of what he thought 
he did say. I am glad, however, that 
whatever I do say seeruB to confuse the 
hon. Member and, perhaps, prompt him to 
interrupt; but whatever ·r say ckinnot be• 
valid! y cludlenged by the hon .• \I ember for 
North vVestern Distric;t because I am 
always sure of the facts, and facts are hard 
things. 

Let u� get down to what actually 
occurred m t-he case of eopra. I am aoizw 
t f . l 

b b 
o org1ve t 1e hon. Member for what lie

Raid beeause he has himself admitted that 
he knows very little about the eoprn or 
eoeonut industry, yet he has attempted in 
the 81111.1c hreath to claim to know some
thiug about the shortage of oil. I am pre
p,irecl to show that he knows nothincr 
about the subject which he !ms attempted 
to bring before the Council this morning 
In attempting to make out a case against 
the Copra. Board the 11 on. .r.[ember has 
proclueed figures wi thotlt reason, giving 
the exports of copra from this Colony in 
1939 "nd 19-!0. I think he quoted thH 

flgu1'l'H fo,· 1 U:I!) as 010 t-ons and for 19"l0 
.,omething over 1,000, t·-r-,ns anrl hy a .simple 
wathematieal e11kulatiuu lie ,.rrived at the 
euuelusion thcct beuau�u the Board expo,·Led 
1,000 torrn the short,11ge of oil n�su l.ted. 
Tho�e are not facts tlrnt th1J people- who 
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know tlie industrv will countenance at all. 
I want to tell th� hon. Member that I am 
not a member of the Copi·a Board, and 1 do 
not take pal't in tbeil' discussions. I know 
nothing of what takes place on the Board, 
but I aru a commercial man and I hM•e 
some P.xperience and knowledge of the su h
ject. In fact I hope tlmt what I shall 
tell the hou. J\,1 ember will P3Itke him 
appi·eciate the efforts of tlrn Boan1 morn 
than he seems to do so far. The price of 
copnt was verv low last vem·. The average 
price was between £10 .�nd £l l.l01i.6�\. 
per ton. :From the very book the hon. Mem
bet· quoted his figures he would find tha,t 
to be a fact. The Board had gone to 
the trouble of going into the m,ttter 
thoroughly. · It was considered ,t very low 
pl'ice and as a result only 5 l O tons of 
copra were exported in 193 9. At the end 
of that year the Bo,ud found themselves 
with a heavy Cltny-over stock Tlrnt 
w,1s to be expected if they only shipped 
510 tons that vear. Just about the 
P,11,me time-anrl tl;is is where the difficult,y 
a.ctuallv itrose--the Demerm·a U:1ke and 
Oil Miils, Ltd'.,were also the holders of large 
stocks of oil and therefore were not buyers 
of coprn. The Dernerara Cake and Oil 
Mills, Ltd., were the hLrgest buyers of copra 
in the Colonv. 'l'he Board wa8 rmturallv 
faced with tl1e difficulty of haying ,1 larg� 
quantity of copra on lmnd belonging to 

_ producers which, if not sold, would result 
in los8 to them. Somethiug had to be 
done in order to relieve the situation, 
which went even further than tlmt. The 
Demernrn Cake aml Oil �I ills, Ltd., them-

• selves during the early part of this year
sold very little oil and also became a.i1xious
over the situH.tion. Apart from the fact
that tl1ey were carrying large stocks, as
verv clever businessmen, as I know them
to be, they could not commit themselves to
the purchasr of a further quantity of copra
in view of the slow sales of the finished pro
duct, and I have reason to believe that
thev informed the Board tl1at they were
not- in a position to ,purchase any· coprn
from them. The Bom·d had then to
take steps to relieve themselves of
their stocks, which were losi1ig weight.

I am inforn1ccl that during that period the 
t.nhll purchafiPs iu the-• Col cm,,· w1.·1·e nnly ahout
;HJ t 011s uf ,:opra. ] <1uote tha.t fi:;;ure hccau�e
] \\'a.11t. t,h1� hon. I.VI ernher 1.,o a.pprcciiLto the
difien•nce·l.iet,,rnen the purclia�e of 30 tmrn 
uf cuprn for the wanufacturn of oil 'in this 

Colony m1d the export of 1,000 tons whi.ch 
took place subsequently. Faced with that 
situation the Board had a duty to the pro
ducers to perfonn, and they enquired as to 
what prices could b1:1 obtained for the 
copra in their possession. Between March 
and June they were able to obtain a 
favourable price. l tirn going to im7ite the 
hon. Member bo look at the book from 
which he was quoting, and he will there see 
that the price obtained by tl1e Board was 
£13 per ton, m1 increase in one insttince of 
£3 per ton aad in another instance of 
nearly £2 per to1i, thereby benefiting tho 
producers. 

I know where the hon, Member has 
erred. I think it is the same reason why 
he erred so fa1· as his own personal 
interest was concerned. Htid he the fore
sight then as he has not to-dtiy, he would 
not be paying the high price for oil for use 
in his household but would have secured the 
oil at the low prices then prevailing. It did 
uot then occur to him tlrnt there would be a 
shortage of oil. He prohttbly felt as all of us 
who have studied this Colony that the June 
rains would come, the coconut t.rees would 
bloom and thei·e would be a plentiful supply 
of nuts. That did not happen, and in the 
meantime sales were made at remunerative 
prices. ·where the hon. Member hrts ttlso 
erred, is that although the sales were actually 
made between February and March the 
shipments did not get away until either 
in l\'fay or June. By that time the rains 
did not come, and the hon . .M.ember says, 
perhaps in his judgment quite rightly, the 
Board should not have shipped the copra. 
He never stopped to think that the actual 
sales were made before June and only the 
Rhipments were being made then. But again 
the shipments were made under what 
conditions ? Conditions I have previously 
described.-no local market. The only 
remunerative market was closed. Every
bodv knows that the loca.l market is the 
ouly remunerative market to the producer. 
If the hon. :Member does not. know that, I 
would tell him that the copra-producer 
obtains a better price for his product when 
the Demor,tr,L C,1ke and Oil Mills, Ltd., can 
take all he can produce. It is only when 
it bas to be exported th,it his average price 
falls. 

I a.m very fond of criticism, but I like 
coustructive c;ritic;ism. I woukl have pre
foned the hon Member for North ·western 
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District tell this Council or this 
Government what should be done to 
remedy such unfortunate circumstances 
tha,t we had to go through. "\Ve know 
there was a shortage of oil. It is regrettable. 
I know that to my own cost. 'rhere was a 
serious shortage of oil, but there were 
reasons. It seems to me tlrnt the 
hon. Member may have advised Govern
ment that in the light of the experience 
resulting out of this shot·tage Government 
mav now carefully examine the relationship 
bet'"ween the coprn-pnlducer, the coconut
grower-wlw aro both more or �ess one 
and the same party-the c1·ude 011-maker 
and the refined oil mn.nufocture1·. I think 
this is the. time when Government ought 
to be able to obtain very useful information 
that ,vill be of considerable benefit to the 
industi-v as a whole. But we must not 
look at °the industry from the top end of 
it -the refined oii end-though we may 
perhaps staet there. Personn.lly I would 
pr·efer to see the start mn.de n.t the bottom 
end-the coconut-producers' end-and the 
industry followed right through to the 
copra-producers, the crude oil maker� n.nd 
up to the 1·efined oil mn.nufacturers. I 
know that the crude oil position is the 
lrn.rdest part to solve. 

Spe11king for my_self I �ave acquirecl
quite a. lot of mformat1on, �nd as 
a. result . of that I have ansen to
plead with the officers of Government,
who have also acquired a lot of infoe
mation as the result of the shortage.
It is one of those things, I ventute to sug
gest w here out of evil may come good. I do
not know whn.t steps Government took to
relieve the situation, but we have heard
that the Board have imported oil. Of
course they were right to d,1 so. I did not,
however, understand the hon. Membe1· iu
the course of his criticism to say that the
Board or Government had no right to
import the oil. I hope that is not so. If
he did, then I have something more to say.
Faced as we were with the situation as
existed n.t the time-very little or no
edible oil in the Colony--it seems that
either the Government 01· lhe Bon.1·d n.ctiug
under. instructions from the Governmeut
were bound t0 impo1·t edible oil for the
needs of the inhabitants of thi8 Colony.
It was a duly they owed to the consuming
public. I do u,,t think, however, the hon.
Member ever meant that the Board or
Government shoulcl not.. import oil in those

circu1Dst:i.nces. I am very glad to be able 
to say that up to the present the hon, 
Member f0t· No1·th "\Vestern District has 
not int-errupted me in my remat·ks. It 
mav well be that he is unable to do so. I 
slu;ll even ma.ke this statement, that if he 
desires to hn.ve all I have said confirmed, 
he should be able to set about obtaining 
the confirmation himself. 

Mr. JACOB : I did not interfere with 
my hon. friend been.use there was no 
necessity to Lio so. I have a distinct 
recolloction that before the adjournment 
was taken he had :finished talking on the 
subject ancl I had got up to reply. He 
has now put a different complexion on the 
debn.te by stn.ting that he dicl not finish 
then. At about 12.28 o'clock. he Atopped 
speaking a,nd took his seat. I did not 
interrupt him at all. I then got up and 
said thn.t I would rei;erve what I had to 
sity until a.flier the n.djournment. It wa.s 
vei7 interesting to listen to the statements 
mn.de by the hon. .Member in regard to 
copra. But what hn.s he got to say 
about oil ? He studiously left that out. 
In 19:10 the Boarrl exported 2,199 gallons 
of oil valued at $971, and up to October 
31, in 1!)40 the amount was l-!,980 gallons 
valued $7,105. I am not prepared to go in
to all the things stn.tccl by him, but if you 
examine his statements carefullv it would 
be seen that he p1·efaced the� with "I 
understn.nd " or "I have been told." The 
hon. Member is not n. member of the Boanl 
ancl therefore his statements cannot be 
taken as definite or authentic. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR : I am sorry I have 
to rise again, but I must invite the f1011. 
Member's attention again to what are facts. 
Ho luLs not said it and so has left the 
Council with the understanding that the 
figUl'es he quotecl thet·e for oil n.re those for 
re.fined oil. If that is so, I would like to 
toll the hon. Member that he is not conect. 
, Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I do not know 

whether it would be too t'ash a conclusion 
to dmw t he inference that the hon. Me1u
ber for North \Vestem District desires to 
fransfonu this hall into a lecture-room 
for the benefit of his fellow Electives. 
I would remind the hon. Member that in 
order to obviate the necessity fot· what 
has just ta.ken place-recrimination be
tween two hon. l\ifem bers of the Elec
tive Section-I had addressed to each 

Elected Member a circular n.sking him to 
meet privately in conference in order to 



69 Estimates, 1941 5 DECEMBER, 194.0, -Agriculture 70

deci<le what the method of approach in 
thi� debate should be in regard to Esti
matt1s. Unfortunately the hon. Membe1· 
for North -western District has not 
replied to that circular. 

I was rather interested to hea-r the 
hon. Member for Georgetown North (Mr. 
Sea.ford) say that one of the difficulties of 
the agricultural community is �he cost of 
production. Increased product10n by loc�l 
agriculture appears to me, and I submit 
that it would so appear to hon. Members 
of this Council, to be a vital question in 
the needs of the Colony. If that is so, I 
would ask the Board of Agriculture to see 
whether they cannot increase the con
fluence of the agricultu:i:al community by 
making agriculture a more payable propo
sition. The hon. Member for Georgetown 
North laughs. There are several sug
«estions tlmt I can throw out, suggestions 
�ot only confined to this particular pi,rt of 
the hemisphere hut of a much wider con
sequence and wider avenues of approach. 
Thet·e a.re several treatises on the cost of 
pro<luction in agriculture. In the United 
Kino-rlom for instance it has been dis
�ov��·e<l that the fiscal policy should be 
one which Rhould relieve the agricultun,l 
community in the way of rates. 'rhe exist
ing fisc1tl policy of this Colony lays an undue 
hurden, I submit, on agriculture. Then 
there are recognised principles of approach 
t,y which farming can be made indee<l more 
attractive to those who are concerned with 
the industry. Mi,y I ask the hon. Mem
b1n-, who is a member of the Board of 
A.,.rieulture, whether the Board of Agri
culture has considered such legislation as 
obtains in the United Kingdom-the 
Agriculture Wages Acts, th" Agriculture 
Holdings Acts-and whether those Acts 
ca1r be applied to this Colony or not? It 
seems to me that the high taxation which 
has to be met out of the poor return from 
the labour on the land is the whole cause 
01· one of the root causes of the failure of 
the agriculturul policy in this Colony. 

I quite agree with the hon. Member for 
Central Demerara (Mr. De Aguiar) when 
he suggests that now is the time to con
si<ler the advisability of co-operative 
marketing schemes in dealing with the 
c.:ocouut iudust1·y. I think that should be 
gone into very closely and carefully by the 
Board of Agriculture. The difficulties of 
the Boal'd are no doubt aggra,vated by cer-

tain in<lividuals' disinterestedness in com
munal life, and I have no hesitation in 
saying that the position is aggravated for 
pe1·sonal gain. 'l hose persons a1·e known 
to Government, and all one can do is to 
ask Government to act, and that strongly, 
for the benefit of the community, That is 
one of the great obstacles of the Boa.rd of 
Agricultul'e and certain other Boards and 
I epartments in this Colony. There is 
quite a lot one can say in detail but I 
think, and I venture to suggest, that if the 
Board of Agricultirre adopts the line 
envisaged we may get a little furthP-r in 
obtaining tha.t increased production which 
this Colony desires and will thrive by. 

The hon. J!lember for Georgetown North 
seems to think that the reduction of rates 
or giving of loans as suggested may lead to 
financial dis11ster. To that I do not sub
scribe, There is, perhaps, another matter 
whit:h the ho11. Member may considet· and 
that is whetlier by a reduction of the tax
ation on those areas under productive 
cultivation, it may propel the unculti
vated areas into cultivation, it would 
not be an inducement to thoRe persons 
who leave thei1· lan<ls unfallowed and 
untille<l if they can get relief from taxation 
through tilling the land. 

1\fr. SEAFORD: The hon. Member has 
attempted to make suggp,stions to the 
Hoard of Agt·iculture in this Council. I 
am suggesting that with l1is vast know
ledge of agric.:ulture he might have sent 
in that information to the Boan! of Agri
culture, as I a.m sure they would have 
immediately attempted to the utmost of 
their ability to follow it up. But when he 
sctys a fiscal policy c,1n reduce the cost of 
agriculture, I am at a c.:ompll'te loss to 
know what he is gPtting at. I wonder if 
the hon. Membe1· is awe.re that Govern
ment does everything it can to promote 
agriculture at the present time. J ioes he 
realize that fertilizers come in at a reduced 
import duty, that agricultural implements 
come in free? Ia he aware that Govern
ment allows the rice people to get petrol 
duty free• for use in ploughing their lands? 
It so often happens in this Council that 
hon. Members come here absolutely 
ignorant of their facts. 

The hon. Member also speaks about the 
taxes on the land. What are those taxes 
fo1· in the majority of case�? Does he 
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realize that the tar· is for drainage and 
irrigation? Must the rest of the com
munity be asked to pay for the drninage 
and irrigation of ce1·tain districts? Is 
that done in any part of the world? 
Whatever you do 01· grow, ought it 
not to be self-supporting? H all agri
culture here has to be subsidized it 
means bankruptcy. Does the hon. Mem
ber know what happens as regards loans 
to &grit:ulturists? I wonder if he knows 
anything about the Porneroon Dis, rict? 
I wonder if he realizes how much loans are 
given out by Government in va1·ious parts 
of the Colony? It is a risk to lend on 
growing crops, It is done to a certain 
extent with rice by landowners at a very 
liigh rato of inter�st, and that is the com
plaint that t:omes in continuously. I do 
not think he can sav that this Government 
ot· the Boa1·d of Agriculture has not beeu 
out of its way to see in what way it can 
posAibly help in promoting agriculture 
either by loans or by assisting in the 
various dutie,, au import tax or things like 
that. But, as I snid before, where you 
have got to fight against drainage and 
irrigation problems such as we have in 
this Colony and which are ever present 
with u.g, it is very difficult for the land to 
produce a low price crop to compete 
suocessfully with other places which have 
not that burden to bear the whole time. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : I am perfectly 
aware of the relief meutic,ned by the hon. 
Member. I did not int.,nd to mention any
thing about the Pomeruon Flood Belief 
Loan but the lion. Member has brought it
out. 'l'he reason why I did not inteIJd to 
d,) so wu.s because I lrnd already indicated 
to this Council that d,•tails would be 
omitted from what I had to Sf!,J, As the 
hon. Membm· has mentioned the Pomeroon 
Relief Bill--

Mr. SEAFuRD : I do llot think I 
mentioned anything ab,,ut Pomeroon 
Relief Bill. I referred to Pomeroou and 
oth r districts of the Colony where loans 
have been given for agriculture. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : I am referring to 
the Pomeroon Relief Loan. I may point 
out to the hon .. Member that answers have 
been given by Govemment to me in this 
Council relative to that very loan. '!'hose 
answers I propose following up, a� 1 am 
not saying that th\! liighe.- officials of t,his 
Goven1ment are u11awa1·e of the facts, but 

I am saying that tl1ey have been wrongly 
advised and time will tell the tale. 

I would also like to point out to the 
hon. Member that I 1Llso intend to 
enquire in this Council why the Colonial 
Development Act, and on whose recom
mendation it wiped out cert,i,in loans, 
including one fol' $19!,GOO udd which 
wa� given to the sugar estates and 
of which 1 have given notice. Why 
that sum should be wiped out by the 
Colonial Development Act and the loans 
to farmers in t,he Pomeroon should 
not also be wiped out, it is difficult to 
understand. Perhaps thet·e is an answer 
and the hon. Colonial 8ecretat·y will give 
us it, as I have no doubt there must be an 
answer. It is just these little details I 
would rather not deal with in public. I 
rathet· that they be dealt with in my own 
way, but my hon, friend has given me the 
opportunity of dealing with them openly. It 
is in relation to that s01·t of fiscal policy 
to which reference has been made by me. 
Why there should be this diseriminatioo, 
it is difficult to understand. Perhaps the 
Colonia-1 Development Act and the recoQl
mendation for wiping out loam; uDder that 
Act were nut made by this Government. 
vVe ciin only trust, if thrLt is so, that con
siderntion was carefully given and the 
recommendation made on that considera
tion. I am quite aware that I am not an 
"expert" in agriculture, but I would like 
to point out to the hon. Membe.- that I do 
read and read considerably outside my own 
sphere of activities, whieh is the law. It 
is to that fact I direct hie attt:ntion. I 
have written volumes to Government, and 
the hon. Colonial Secretary, who I see 
smiling, will no doubt substantiate the 
fact that the very minimum is a letter per 
day I send to Govemment. I do not intend 
�overnmeut to think that all the sugges
t10ns I make are worthy of consideration, 
nor do I intend Government to think that 
they are all worthy of being rejected. 

Mr. J AOOB: I do not wa,nt to entet· into 
the controversy which has arisen between 
the two hon. M eml;iers who have just 
spoken. I would just like to remind m� 
hon. friend, the Member for vVestern 
Essequebo, that as regards the letter he 
wrote to hon. Members I have always been 
in favour of meeting togethet· and discuss
ing 111<1,Uet·s concerning the business of 
the Council. He has waJe reference to it 
at the last meeting of the Council and 

i 
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again to-day. I would like to enquire of 
him why he did not attend the · meeting 
caJled by the hon. Colonial Secretary for -
last Satlll'dav and where he was when the 
letter was actually sent to him. The hon. 
Member knows perfectly well that I would 
al ways co-operate towards that end, and it 
is therefore no use his repeating in this 
Council that he had circulated a letter and· 
the hon. Membet· fo1· North ·western Dis
trict did not reply. I commend the hon. 
Member for making one or two attempts, 
but four or five years ago I made three un
rnccessful attempts to get hon. Members 
meet. I even carried the matter n stage 
further and asked them to form two 
parties becau8e it is impossible to get 
the Electives to agree on any uniform 
policy. My hon. friend was asked to join 
one of the parties and when the paper was 
put to him to sign he refused. 

Mr. SEAFOH.D : I would like to let 
the hon: Member for vVe8tern ERsequebo 
know t,hat I rather deal with things in 
public than in his own way. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I have with great 
pa.tience listened to the various speakers 
and their Cl'iticisms and personalities. I 
T have no iutention to be personal, but it 
is to mv mind unfortunate when hon. Mem
bers le�el c.:riticism at Goverumeut they do 
not produce something that will be helpful 
instead of always offering de�tructive criti
cism. The Agricultural Department lrns 
always had my greatest sympathy though, 
perlmps, not as much as the farmers; both 
of them, however, do recei ,•e very great 
sympathy from me. The .Agricultural 
Department has done good work, but it is 
impossible for a workman· to wol'k pl'o
perly without proper tools If any blame 
is to be levelled for the lat:k of improve
ment in agriculture, that blame I am 
afraid has got to belevelled at Govern
ment and not at the Dtcpartrneut. I 
n.m not speaking 11bout the present
administration because Your Excel
lency has not been here long enough
to inaugllrnte sche�nes fur the irrigation
and drainage of agricultural lands. \Vhen
I say inigation and drainage, I mean
proper inigation and dr .. inage. Tt is high
time tlrnt the m,1tter be t,d,eu in hand
seriously. vVe ha\'e at one period of the year
drought and at another time :floocb, and �o
it has been going on to my knowledge for
the last 20 years and nothing serious has

been done by Government to try and im
pruve that condition. Year after year 
people plant crops which they do not reap. 
As regards the weather conditions which 
have existed within the last year and a 
half°tlrny h:LVe been extraordinary. It was 
impossible to get anything to grow on 
account of that. ·with the exception of a 
few weeks this year there has been no rain 
since .August, 1939. .As I said before we 
have to tackle this question in a big way. 
l think you are about to do it now, if
what I have heard outside this Council is
correct. I would earnestly ask you to try
and get something done if you have the
means at yout· disposal, as I uudersta.nd
you have from the Colonial Development
Vote given by the Imperia,l Government.

As regards the question of copra, I 
regret to hear from my 110n. friend on my 
left (Mr. Jacob) the criticisms levelled at 
the Board. One should think that these 
Boards are paid bodies. The work 
they do very often make a great demand 
on the members' time and members actually 
lose money by sitting on them. It seems, 
therefore, manifestly unfair to aim such 
critidsrn ,tt them as has been done by my 
hon. friend on my left, and I hope this 
is the last time I shall have the misfortune 
to listen t·, such criticism. vVith regard 
to what lms lrnppened in connection wi1 h 
the shortage of edible oil, I was away fot· 
three months but on my return I was 
immediately attacked from all sides about 
it. It seems to me, Your Excellency, 
that you may give some further considera
tion to tlie price. I know thali before I 
went away thP Demerara Cake and Oil 
Mills, Ltd., were unable to sell their oil 
and they therefore st.opped buying copra, 
as they had a large stock of oil on hand. 
Oil is 11 product that you cannot keep for 
an unlimited time; it has t·o be sold 
while compa1· .. tively fresh. The Company 
therefore had to stop buying copra for 
the ruanufac.:ture of oil, and further the dry 
weather miLde it very diilicult Eor the 
coconut-growet·s to get the same returns 
as thev would under normal conditions. 
I am \fraicl that next ymu it is going to 
be even wor8e. Perhaps Yout· Excellency 
does not know that it takes a yea1· from 
the time a eoconut tree flowers to the 
time the fruit is ripe for rea,ping, and there
fore I can foresee-I am not a prophet 
but speak from experience-it ie going.to 
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be more difficult in that direction than 
this year has been. 

'fhe importation of oil was a necessity, 
but you have to include in your delibera.
tions a fixed price. You must consider 
the producer as well as the consumer and, 
I think, sufficient consideration has not 
been given to the producers' end. .Maybe 
Your Excellency has been misinformed on 
the subj�ct and so thinks that the coconut
growers are making _a .lo\; of money. I 
know what it costs to produce coconuts 
If you keep your plantation in proper con
dition, I can as�ure Your Excellency that 
a price of $6 or $7 per 1,000 would only 
mea.n a loss to the producer of coconuts
that is if he keeps hi& pro.Perty in order, 
and he cannot keep his property in order 
all the time at a loss. Therefore by set
ting a standard- price to the consumer that 
is too low you will interfere with the ulti
JD!Lte production of coconuts, and I appeal 
to Your Excellency to give very seriflus 
considerntion to that. I have nO_\Y 
no personal interest in 1 he industry : 
If you reconsider the fixing of the 
price-I am speaking of the wholesale 
price- Oil such a basis as to give the pro
ducer a fair profit whilst not loading the 
consumer to any great degree, I think it 
would stop all this acrimonious discussion 
which is goi · g on throughout the Colony 
at the present time. Coming back fresh 
from a country where you don't hear 
·tha.t, it seem� to me most unfortunate to
have the constant bickering be�ween one
side and another and criticisms being
levelled all 11.round-destructive criticism
and no constructive or helpful critici."°:1·

As regards coffee, I have beard my hon.
friend on my left (Vlr. Jacob) talk about
very low production and dwindling export.
.Most of the coffee produced here went to
Scandinavian ports, and even if you had
coffee to export at_ the present time you
-would find no market for it. 'Ihe consider
able drop in pi·oduction as well as no ex:
port is due first of all to the floods of 1934,
and also to the low prices ruling. Some
time ago when there was a discussion on
this matter and my hon. friend, the Me01-
be1· for North· Westeru District, asked for
a Committee to enquire into the industry
and try to help it, I felt then that the
industry needed help_ but not of the kind
Lh1Lt he thought, and that was actual
fiuancial assistance. The farmers -.had a

lot to do wi_th the pre�ent situation. They
never attempted to produce cleaner coffee 
and a class of coffee that would find a 
market at a fail- price in competition with 
the cheap West African coffee. Until 
they clo that they will only haYe a limited 
demand for their product,· an<;] iit the 
present time it is limited onl_v to tbe local 
market. If they produce anqther 100 
tons of coffee it would have to be used in 
the Colony as there is no market for it at 
any price in Canada or the United States. 
I do not .think we ever shipped any 
Liberian coffee to England, but we did 
ship a certain amount to Canada and that 
coffee hau to be hand-picked in George
town because it was not prnperly cleanetl 
a_t t,he mill. Hand-picking, as you may 
imagine, costs a lotj. of money, Govern
meut can help in t\1at direction by placing 
proper machines in the various coffee 
districts for the people to take their pods 
to be properly cleaned a.nd made ready for 
ma.rketing. They would then get two 
cents pe1· pound more. I do Dot wallt to 
go into details because I do not wish to 
delay the Couucil too long. 

Coffee, as you know, has an import duty 
of 16 cents per lb. in this Colony. Ull
fortunately the Colony cannot produce 
that grade of coffee that can be appre
ciated here inste,id of the imported pro
duct. It . would be surprising to know 
that a good many of the people here are 
buying coffee imported from America and 
payiug four times the price that they 
would pay for the local coffee, simply be
cause the oue is driukable :...nd the other is 
undrinkable. I just mention that by the 
way. 

I certainly could not understand what 
the hon. Member for Western Essequebo 
(Mr. C. V. Wight) was driving at and what 
was the help he wauted. I certainly saw 
one memorandum that he had written to 
Government, aud I must hone�tly say that 
I could not tell what he was driving at. 
Perhaps ho11. :!Ylembe1:s are in the sU:me 
position. He has pleaded ignorance of 
planting and I appreciate that. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I am in the dark. 
I do not kuow what memoraudum tlie hon. 
Membei: is referring to, 

THE. 0 :..IA.IRMA� : I am afraid I can-

'-



77 Eatimcdes� 1941 5 DECEMBER,, i 94(). -A.grici.Zture 78

not help you. The hon. Member has said 
there ha"e been a goou many. 

Mr. WALCOTT : I saw it at a place 
which I should not like to refer to here. I 
shall therefore aay no more about that. 
My hon. friend on my left (Mr. Jacob) has 
handed me a note asking me if I do not think 
members of Boards should be paid. I 
certainly think so. I am not a member 
of any Board and therefore can say so. 
Perhaps they may be paid on the same 
basis as the Insurance Companies pay 
their Directors, so much per m_eeting. 

THE CHAIRMAN : A commission on 
the business done. 

Mr, WALCOTT : T,he Directors are not 
pail.i a commission on the business done 
but on their attendance. If they do not 
attend the meetiugs they get nothiug. 
Perhaps the members of these Boards 
would attend more often if they get a fee 
when they attend the meetings of the 
Boards. I am sorry to have taken up so 
much of the time of the Council, but I 
can assure the hon. Member for ·western 
Essequebo and the other Elected i\l embers 
that if at any time I can be of help to 
them I would be only too pleased to do so. 
I am not going to tidk about rice. I a.m 
following the example of my hon. friend on 
wy left. I shall wait until later on so as 
to hear what he has to say. 

Mr. JACOB: I am sorry I have to get 
up so often. (Laughter). I rise to con
gratulate my hon. friend, Mr. ·walcott, 
on the first part of his speech. 
It is not very often that we do 
agree, but I agree with him en-
tirely in the first part of his 
speech. As regards coffee, I think my 
hon. friend misunderstood the help I 
wanted to get for the industry. He said 
financial help. If he were to reconsider 
the speech he just delivered he would see 
that there is a slight misunderstanding. 
He has overlooked the fact that unless the
pro.ducer gets a. little more actually in cash
or by co-operative means he cannot im
prove his factory so as to give the better 
grade of coffee that can be readily sold. 
For some time now coffee has been 
an unprofitable industry to the producers. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Whab is the price 
�ow? 

Mr. JACOB: I think it is about twelve ;i 
cents per pound retail. 

. 

Mr. DE .AGUIA.ll: Can I help the hon. 
Member? It is ten cents per pound. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I am informed that 
the price of coffee has gone up consider. 
ably within the last few months. 

Mr. JACOB: But whilst that is so, the 
production has gone down. The people did 
not get the help of that price at the cor
rect time. If you . look · up the report of 
the Committee you would see that we 
recommended a price of eight cents pee 
pouud and not even ten cent8. The point , 
I wish to make is that the industry was 
not given the help at the proper time. If, 
as the position is now, the policy not ouly 
of this Government but of tile British 1 
Government is to get everything from a. 
British source then I think Cauada shoul� 
and would buy o.ur coffee, but I aw force4 
to the conclusion that it appears that.' 
our coffee industry must go out 
of existence eutirelv. I have to 
agree, however, that the coffee industrx 
ought to be saYed and especially as it i� 
the major industry in a particular part qf 
the Colony. Jf it can be replaced by somQ, 
t,hing else then it. is a different mat,tet, 
but I am forced to agree now that i,t is ·
no use helping the industry now as it h�,got to a stage where any help is of l\Q 

practical value. I mav remind the hQJ\, 
Member (Mr. '\Yalcott) • that I ha.v-e b� 
stressing the fact that Government shQul� 
help the industry to improve the grn,cl.� 
aud so help the producers. I rise just ;q 
say that. 

Mr. WALCOTT : I am always wil_liq� 
to be corrected. I thought I had m,;u;\f 
myself clear that if the coffee is cleaned 
properly it would get two cents more p� 
pound than at present. 

Item 1 (2)-Deputy Direct.or . Rf 
Agriculture, $4,320. 

Item 1 (6)-Botanist and P\l\l\t 
Pathologist ($MOO to $2,880 by $l�Q� 
$2,400 

.Mr. D..:AGUJ.ci.R: I would like to· 
enquire whether it is contemplated to �JI 
the post of Deputy Director, whi<;h \Vf8 
ldt open last year after. it had Q�eD 
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discussetl ad ncmsen.m, Perhaps I may 
ask the same question in respect of the 
post of Botanist and Plant Pathologist 
which is also vacnnt. I intended to 
suggest that these two items on the 
Estimates be allowed to remain ove1· in 
view of the p1·esent situation. 

Tm� COLONIAL SECRE'l'ARY: H is 
not proposed to fill either of U1ese posts. 
The intention is to await the visit early 
next yea1· of the Agricultural Advi�er and 

of consulting practice. I know that quite 
recently the Manager of a sugar estate 
remarked how much he would like to call 
in that officer in connection with the high 
bred animals be has. I ask Governmen·t 
to consitler that and, if possible, to allow 
him ii limited pl'ivate practice, 

Professor DASH (Director of Ag1·icul
turc): This point was raised before and 
Govemment decided against it as this 
ol:l:1cer is "9 busjiv ar•cnnied with biR marl-
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Lie more difficult in that direction than 
this year has been. 

The importation of oil was a necessity, 
but you have to include in your delibera
tions u. fixed price. You must consider 
the producer as well a8 the cousumer u.nd, 
I thiuk, sufficient consideration has not 
been given to the producers' end. Maybe 
You1· Excellency has been misinformed on 
the subj�ct and so thinks tlHLt the coconut
growers are making a lot of money. I 
know what it costs to produce coconuts. 
If you keep your plantation in proper con
dition, I can ns�ure Your Excellency that 
a price of $6 or $7 per 1,000 would only 
mea.n a loss to the producer of coconuts
that is if he keeps his property in order, 
and he cannot keep his property in order 
all the time at· a loss. Therefore by set
ting a standard p1·ice Lo the consumer that 
is too low you will interfere with the ulti
mate production of coconuts, and I appe11l 
to Your Excellency to give very serious 
consideration to that. I harn now 
no personal inte1·est in I be industry : 
If you recousitler the fixing of the 
price-I am speaking of the wholesale 
price - on such a basis as to give the pro
ducer a fair profit whilst not lottding the 
cousumet· to any g1·e•t degree, I tl1iuk it 
would stop all this acrimonious discussion 
,vhich is goi· g on throughout the Colony 
at the present time. Coming back fresh 
from a country where you don't hear 
tha.t, it; seems to me ruost unfortunate to 
have the coustant bickering be�ween oue 
side and another aud criticisms being 
levelled all around-destructive criticism 
and no constructive or helpful criticism, 

As regards coffee, I have hea.rd my hon. 
friend on my left ('\Ir. Jacob) talk about 
very low production and dwindliug export. 
~\fost of the coffee produced here went to 
Scandinavian ports, and even if you hud 
coffee to export at the pTesent time you 
would find no market for it. The consider
able drop in prnduction as well as no ex
port is due first of all to the floods of 1934, 
and also to the low prices ruling. Some 
time ago when there was a t.liscussion on 
this matter and my hon. friend, the M em
ber for North vVestern District, asked for 
a Committee to eoquire into the industry 
and try to help it, I felt then tliat the 
iudustry needed help but w,t of the kind 
that he thought, and that was actual 
fiuanciu,l assistance, The farmers had a 

lot to do with the present situation. They 
ncvet· attempted to produce cleaner coffee 
and a class of coffee that would find a 
market at a fair p1·ice iu competition with 
the choa.p vV !:!St African coff P.e, Until 
they do that they will only h:Lve a limited 
demand for their product, and at thP 
present time it i1, Ji,nited onl_l' to the local 
market. Jf they produce m10the1· 100 
tons of coffee it would have to be used in 
the Colony as.there is no market for it at 
any price in Canada ot· the Uait,ed States. 
I do not thiuk we ever shipped any 
Libol'itLn coffee to England, but we did 
ship a certaiu amouut to Ca1rnda and that 
coffee had to be hand-picked in Geot·ge
town because it was no� propel'ly cleaned 
at the mill. Hand-picking, as you ma.y 
imagine, costs !L lot of money, Govem
ment can help-in that directio11 by placing 
propet· machines in the various coffee 
districts for the people to take their pods 
to lie pL'operly cleaned a.qd made ready for 
m1uketiug. They would theu get two 
cents per poum.l uiore. I do 11ot want to 
go in to details because I do not wish to 
delay the Council too loag. 

Coffee, as you know, has an impol't duty 
of 16 cents per lb. in this Colony. Un
fortunately the Colony callnot produce 
tlmt grade of coffee that can be appi·e
ciated here inste1Ld of the imported pro
duct. It would be surprising to know 
that a good many of the people here are 
buying coffee imported from A1.0erica. and 
paying four times the price that they 
would pay for the local coffee, simply be
cause the oue is drinkable i.nd the other is 
undrinkable. I just mention that by the 
way. 

I certainly coultl not understand what 
the hon. MPmber· for vVe8tern Essequcuo 
(Mt·. C. V. 'Night) wa.s driviug at and what 
was the help he wanted. I certainly saw 
one memorandum that he had written to 
Government, aud I must honeMtly say that 
I could not tell what he was driving at. 
Perhaps hon. �lembers are in the same 
position .. He ha.s pleaded ignorance of 
plauting and I appreciate that. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I am in the <link. 
I do oot kuow what wemornudurn the hon. 
Meml:,er is refening to, 

TaE C�IA.IRMAN : I am afraid I can-
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thinking of cases where the Veterinary 
Surgeon is the only available person and 
his attendance is desired. He may he 
called in an emergency and it may be <lone 
by reference to the Head of his Depart-
ment. 

THE CHAIRMAN: As a. matter of fact 
in such circuiusti1.nces the officer and 
probably many others do often give their 
services. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: Oue does not like 
to ask him for his services free, grati8 and 
for nothing. 

THE CHAIRMAN: It is a better 
ar1 angement tli::1.t be should be fully occu
pied with his official work. It is a very 
difficult business to define 1mse8 of 
emergency and, I think, it is more satis
factory to leave matters as they are. 

Mt·. HUMPHRYS: If the Head of his 
Department conseuts to his seeing a par
ticular casti he ought to be allowed to do 
so. 

'l'nE CHAIRMAN: To give the public 
a sort of right to demand a particubr 
otficer's services for ti particular case ; 
there ii; the danger of 11. very het1.vy 
encroachment upon his time. As a 
question of policy it is very difficult to 
dticide here wl111t he ci1.n do. 

Mr. HUMPHH,YS: I throw it out as 
a suggestion. 

THE CHAIRMAN: If the hon . .\1elllber 
thinks it over a11<l puts up,� �ugge3tiou in a 
mol'e �v cific form I nmy considet· it. 1t 
is cet·t11.i11ly very difficult to <lecide hel'e 
nuw. 

Mr. HUMPHB.YS: I will write and 
give <letails. 

Mr. JACOB: I think the pt·esent policy 
of Government is more suitable and 
acceptable. In a case of erucrgem:y .111 

officer can be allowed to give private 
services but tLS a question of general pt·in
ciple it is not desirahle for a Government 
ofticet· to be consulted and to be asked to 
give advice. If it is found necessary and 
there is no other Veterinary Surgeon 
available, then some other arrangement 
may be made. If tbe officer's services 
a.re fully occupied, as. I thiok they are, 

then I think the suggestion is not a 
desirable one. I would not like it to be 
stated that this Conncil approves of the 
suggestion made by the hon, Member for 
Eastern Demerara, as there al'e a few of 
us here who are vet·y definitely a�ainst the 
principle being changed. 

Mr. LEE: I think that in the case of 
an emergency, if the Director or Govern
ment is t1.pproached, there woulrl be no 
hiodrance to the services of the Veteri
nary Surgeon being obtt1.ined, but to allow 
him the right to have priv[l.te practice this 
Council eannot agree with that in prin
ciple. 

'l'HE CHAIR.MA� : You sec no 
objection to his 'lttending and giving 
advice, so long tLS he is not paid for it! 

Mr. LEE: Yes, except iu ctises where 
he is directed by the Director. 

Item 1 (H)-Agricultul'lll Assistant 
($672 to $960 by $4:8), $960. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I would like to l,e 
inforlllecl whether it is now proposed to 
abolish the post of Agricultural Assist
ant altogether, because the.�e items lrnve a 
way of disappell.l'ing one ye,i�· and re
appearing the next. I see from the mat·
ginal note that one post is now tnmsfet-red 
to Technical Assistant,s. 1 rather fancy 
that next year we will find two instead of 
the one ab present appearing on the 
Estimates. 

Item l ( 13)-3 Agricultural Instructors, 
$3,927. 

l\fr. LEE : There was on the Island of 
W:1.kerau1m an Agricultural In.trnctor. 
He has been reccn•ly removed and no one 
has been appointed to the vacancy. I 
wrote Goverumeu t in the mt1.tter, anti was 
tol<l, that it was not necessary to 611 the 
vacancy as the residents can get the 
services of the Agricultural Superin
tendent. It has been proved, however, 
that the i;ervices of the Superintendent 
are so much occupied on the Essequebo 
Coast they can rnrely be obtained bene
ficially by the pt<ople resident on that 
Island. Du1·ing the drought when there 
was a pest epi<lemie on tlie Island m:my of 
the people might have saved some of their 
c1·ops had au .Agricultur:i.l Instrnctor been 
011 the spot to give advice .• I Mk Govern
ment to reconsider replacing au Instructor 
the1·e. 

,- AUDI ••� --•---�--- ,y-----,------
"\Vll.nted to get for the industry. He said properly it would get two cents more per 
financial help. If he were to reconsider pound than at present. 
the speech he just delivered he would see 
that there is a. slight misunderstanding .. 
He has overlooked the fact that unless the 
producer geb8 a. little more actually in cash 
or by co-operative means he cannot im
prove his factory so as to give the better 
grade of coffee that can be readily sold. 
For some time now coffee has been 
an unprofitable industry to the producers. 

TnE CHAIRMAN : Whab is the price 
now? 

Item 1 (2)-Deputy Director of 
Agriculture, $4,320. 

Item 1 (6)-Botanist o.nd Ph1.nt 
.Pathologist ($2,400 to $2,880 by $120), 
$2,400, 

Mr.· Dn:AGUJAR: I would like to 
e11quire whether it is coutemplated to fill 
the post of Deputy Director, which was 
l�ft open last year after it had been
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Profe,s01· DASH : I am in sympathy 
with the 1·emarks of the hon. Member. I 
think that when we are able to do so it 
will be advisable to bave a man 011 that 
Island, but it is not possible now. The 
Department is short-staffed, as several 
members have been seconded for War 
Emergeucy work. I agree with the hon. 
Membe1· that it should be considered as 
necessary in the future. 

With respect to item 1 (14-) I think 
the hon. Member for Central Demerara 
(Mr. De Agniar) will recall that the titles 
of some of these officers were reviewed in 
the Bain Gray Report ,incl the term 
"Techuical Assistant" was brought in to 
covei· most of the imbordiuates in t-he 
De]-Jartment at the pt'esei1t time. The 
term "Agricultural Assistant" which is 
not a very happy one will eventually 
disappear. 

THE CHAIRMAN : This is the last one I 

Professor DASH : Yes. 

Mr. JACOB: Do I understand the hon. 
Member for Central Demerara has raised 
the question of the two vacant posts, and 
do I understand you to say that thPy will 
not be filled at the moment? 

· TnE CHAIRMAN : It is not proposed
to fill them until I have had the
opportunity of consultation with the
Agl'icultural Adviser and the Controller of
the ·west Indian Welfare Fund.

Mr. JACOB : ,vhat seems peculiar to 
me is that the salary of the Botanist is 
noter.I at $2,400. If the figures had not 
been changed I would not have questioned 
it. There must be some other reason for 
it. 

THE CHAIRMAN : If the post is filled 
that is the minimum rate of galary for the 
new man. I assure the hon. Member that 
is a fact. 

Item 1 (2i)--Grading Inspector ($1,440 
to $1,920 by $120), $1,!J20. 

Mr. JACOB: I want to refer to the 
v><ry interesting and exhaustive speech 
given by Your Excellency on the 26th 
November.and to a. particular paragraph. 
For e�sy reference I have numbered the 

paragmphs of the speech. Paragraph !'7 
un p11ge G states : 

Attempts were made by a few people 
to aggravate the difficulties caused by a , 
temporary �hortage in rice suppliP.s duP to the 
afteT"matb. of the recent drought. A deliberate 
endeavour was made in some instances to delay 
the movement and milling of padi and to take 
advantage of the occasion to force up the price 
to the consumer. 

I 
I 

I am going to plend with Your Excel-
lency to take this Co1rndl iuto your con
fidenee :wd give us sorue more details ,ts to 
who those people are, what is the quantity, 
and whether iu the opinion of Government 
the quantity iuvolved i� suffieient to foree 
t,hc price up. 

Tfrn CH.-\IRMAN: It inuy si.tvc titlle, if
I say th,1t I liavc 11oi11leution of doing ,1ny
thing of the kind. I said that I have good 
grouuds for st11ting so, ,ind I am 11ot going 
to cany it any further. 

Mr . .JACOB: I claim to have a very 
intimate kuowler.lge of this iudustrv. I 
have studied it very carefollv, ,ind I 

0

have 
been able to get infom1,{tio11 from all 
sources and to iuTi,·e at ·a conclusion. I 
thi11k tlmt advantage may have been taken 
of the situation by some people, but the 
quantity involved doe� not amount to half 
a mon�h's supply. The infol'mation has 
not been correctly conveved to Your 
Excellenc.:y. It is no nse g�iug over the 
whole ground. I feel, sir, that the i11dus
t1·y as controlled uow-Jet me make it per
fectly cle,u- tl,at I am not agains t,control 
but I am against control of the ki11d tlm,, 
you have now-fo not propedy managed. 
The Hic.:e Marketing Boa.rd's report ha.s 
lieen �ssued a couple of days ago. 1 am not 
sut'pnsed tl,at there lrn.s been a visible 
loss. I say ,L vi.sihle loss becanse it is nut 
practicable to go into all the details here . 
I asked certain questions about three 
mouths ago and they h,we not been replied 
to as yet The loss on the workiug of the 
Board for the last six months is shown as 
$1,611.34. I gave a forecast of this since 
last November and, I think, Govemment 
lin.s in iti, posseHsion several letters I have 
writtP11 forvc,tsting a series of losses-loss 
on the purcha�e of rice from Barbados, 
loss ou t,he wot'kiug of tlie Board and 
futut'e loss for the next half year. 1 have 
gone so fa1· as to say at one time that the 
exports of rice for 1940 will not he 15,000 
tons and at another time that I did not 
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think it would be 12,000 tons though 
Government expected to export 30,000 
tons. Owing to the shortage in DHmerarn 
I l1ardly think the exports will he more 
tlrnu 10,759 tons. I recomrnemled that 
not a bag of rice be exported unless anri 
until we are certain that t here are adequate 
supplies in the Colony t o  meet our demamh 
up to November next year. I stressed that 
point last November in this Council but 
no attention was paid to it, and T stressed 
it on the Rice Producers' Advisory Com
mittee but no attention was paid to it 
again even in the 1·eplies given to ques
tions. The re8ult has been that the ex
ports continued to the end of September, 
resulting in the huge shortage which might 
have caused trouble At the end of Septem
ber the exports totalled 10,7511 tons, in 
October nothing was exported, and 
in November nothing also was expoi·ted. 
Let me hope and pray that notbiug will 
be exported in Det:ember. The position 
then is that the exports for this year will 
be 10,75!) tons as ag11,inst 30,000 tons 
anticipa.tecl, referred to, and formally 
given to the hon. Member for Essequebo 
River and myself by responsible otlicers 
of this Government, particuhtrly the 
Chairman of the Rice Marketing Board. 

The position on the whole has been 
Tery unstttisfactory. Of the members of 
the Rice Marketing Board thf:'re are 
individuals for whom I have the highest 
regard a.nd whose iibility I respect, but as 
regards the others I ha.ve absolutely no 
regard for theii·. "bility. On the lasn 
occasion I was accused of wanting it p,tid 
position on the Board. I have not l:,een 
able to get that cleared up as yet. I have 
been refused confirmation or the oppor
tunity of getting it clearly stated whether 
the statement is in fact meant or it was just 
sta.ted in the hea.t of debate. It is on the 
records of the Council that I wanted a 
paid position of the Board. The hon. 
Nominated Member, Mr. \Valcott;, has 
stated about the payment of persons on 
Boards just as I had done. Unless you 
get the right type of people who will give 
proper service, you are not going to succeed 
in these attempts. I repeat it becauije 
I feel extremely hurt. There urn hon. 
Members of this Couueil who know as a fact 
that I have suggested noLhing of a personal 
character. When I spoke to hon. _Mem• 
bers of Council ahout it, I told them I 
was in a position to help a.nd would help 

provided the Board had the right type of 
people on it. It is a fact that the indus
try is definitely in a worse position now, 
and I do not know if that is going to be 
denied. Exports have been cousistently 
dwindling this year and will not amount 
to 15,000 tons next year. I havP. stated 
in a letter quite recently to the hon. 
Colonial Secretary th>lt it would he 
a miracle if more than 8,000 taus 
were exported in HJ41 but if step11, 
were taken 110w Lhe . exports could be 
increased to I 0,000 tons. Howevet·, 
throughout tl1e whole of last yeu nothing 
was done about it. J have urged that not 
a ton of t·ice should be exported until the 
en tire crop lms bee11 rettped, proper surveys 
made and the ordin:Lry local dem:mds
such as stock feed, c,Lttle feed, domestic 
consumption and seed for planting-taken 
into !LCCouut. · It is my opinion that if 
attempt� :ue made to export rice there 
would be iL shortage iLgain unlPsB adequate 
means are adopted to ensure a Spring crop. 
I made a eimilar st1itcmeu t in this Council 
on the 22nd November, 1939, and I repea.t 
it is time that proper attention is paid to 
these matters. 

Your Excellency states you ai·e not 
saying anytliiug more about the statement 
you have made in yout· address which, I 
have no doubt, was communicated to vou. 
The Board has iasuecl a reporb, and let me 
state at the outset that it is not worht the 
paper it is written on. That is my opinion, 
and I am prep,it·ed to st,aud by it. Para
graph 8 of the report states : 

For reasons which will be explained later in 
the report, the Board with the approval of the 
Governor, undertook the purchase of 20,000 
bags of Indian rice from Barbados for delivery 
to Trinidad and certain other West Indian 
Islands, the result of this transaction being a 
Joss of $8,307.39. 

The hon. Colonial Treasurer-let me 
give him credit for being an expert on 
finance although the fiuances of the Colony 
are in a chaotic state (laughter)---but it 
must be apparnnt that he knows a.bso. 
lutely nothing about the rice industry, 
a.nd "his expert " knowledge may not have 
been available at all times. Just as my 
hon. friend (Mr. Walcott) stated while the 
Department of Agriculture is abused and 
criticised mercilessly it is not the officer in 
charge who should be held responsible. 
The hon. Colonial Treasurer may give the 
be�t 11,dvice in financial matters, but to 
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be put iu cha.rge 6f the Rice Murketiog 
Board and to 11.llow him to go to the \Vest 
Indinn f slaud1i and ,el l rici: he i� whollv 
uu,uited for that position .  If i t  is uece;
�ary to ha.Ye a Gov-,rnment Olli cet· in 
charge, the hon. Director of Agricul ture 
should lmve been thP individual •mcl not  
the hon .  Coloni ,11 Treasurei-. That  is mv 
opinion all(] I 111ai11ta.in that my opiuio;1 
on the rice ind ustry and my knowledge of 
it are second to none in the whole Colony. 
I know the teelmiquo of plnuting, mill ing 
m1d marketing of rice. I cbi m that I 
have studied it and 1 give this Coun cil 
tho very best and well cousidered opinion 
• ·11 the indus1 ry. Everyth ing I h,1ve s>tid 
here during tl iP l>tst five years iibout the 
rice induHtry haH come to pas1,. It ii; n o t  
;1 question o f  bet:oming ,y i se after the 
eveu t hut; of i11die11ting befoi-elmnd what 
wiis going to happen. The hon Oolo11i� 1 
Treasurer, as the C!mir rn ,in of t l i e  Board, 
,ind the Secret ry, who i� the. Riec G rndiug 
J nspector, weut to Trinidad and sold 
1 0,000 tons of rice and were negoti ating to 
sel l a further I 0. 000 tons hut after my criti 
cisms they did n"t pursue it. They were 
unable to deli ver the I 0, 000 tons . I du not 
thiuk that the loss ou the purchase from 
Ba._rba.dos is only $8,307 _ q9 _  That is on 
paper, but if you go into it further it may 
be mot·e. Ho wever, I accept those figures. 
In auother part of the report it is stated 
that wh i le  a lo8s !1 1v1 oecurred 0 1 1  that 
transaction the Buard made profits from 
other transactions. Perhaps the hon. 
Member for Ceutral Demerara ag1·ees in 
principle that you make a profit in oue 
di reutiou and lose it in another. Paragrnph 
�:.! of the repor t  reads : 

The difficulties of the situation were in its 
later stages aggravated by action on the part 
of the few producers to postpone milling and 
deliveries in the expectation that a shortage 
would automatically result in an increase in 
prices, and it is regrettable tha t in this attempt 
at exploitation these persons were undoubtedly 
encouraged by others whose hope and interest 
it is that any schome of organised control of 
marketing should fail . 

It is the word " exploitation " I wish to 
refer to particularly. The Bou.rd ,iccuse8 
the growers and millers of  exploitation. 
Prac tically the same words were used in 
Your Excellency's address. If I have 
gl3,ss windows I do not think I should 
throw stones. If I accuse the public of 
exploitation then I must not ·be so guilty 
myself. 1 hope to be able to convince this 

Council and the public that the Board 
mercilessly exploited the riee p t·oducers 
with the resul t that there is genera.I dis
satiRfac tion throughout the Colony aud 
there_ is not going to be any increased pro
duction at al l ,  al though it hud been stated 
by the hon .  Col onial Secretm-y that larger 
Meas are bein g phtnted . Ot,her statemcut,; 
were made in this Council bur. we would 
tnJk about them litter 011. Thi:; is not  the 
time to suy ,o uch ,\bout th,Lt, because I a,m 
not 1 00 sure what quanti ty is being reaped . 
·when the figul'es are avail able I shall have
somethiug more to say about it. It has
been stated that the millers and grn wers
:tttempted to exploit the siti::u,tion and
they lmve been checke d .  It  iK a very
good thing to cheek an .ittempt, but when
you cannot ,ictually check sumetliing th1Lt
i8 lmppcning then the situation  becomes
regrettable indeed. No one has been able
to check the Bo,trd, and in truth and in
fac t the Boa.rd !ms been eucournged in i ts
exploir ution. The leg:islut i ve regubtions
have encouraged th(:l Boa.rd in its ,tttcmpt
a.t exploitatiou. I lrnve the oi·igina.l papers
here in respec t; of two iustitnces .

Ou Februu.t y 1 0, 1 94 0 ,  twelve bags of 
rice were «;leli vel'etl by a grower to the 
officer of the Board iu New Amsterdam. 
'l'he rice w,t� grnrlecl as " white broken '' 
and he was pa.id at the ra,te of $2.50 per 
bag. To show the cl t•l iberate action of the 
Board, when the man got the pa.pers and 
asked to he sold bac k  bis rice at the fixed 
price which was $:.! . 90 per bag the office1· 
told him that he was 8eoding the rice to 
G!:!orgetown. A little latet· the man heart! 
that a bag was sold to someone 11nd he 
returned to the officer and a.sked to be sold 
!L bag, He WM again 1·e£used. He then
left 1md sent his wife who o btained the
bag of rice pa.ying $4.20 for it. The papet·

· issued for the rice did not  specify whether
it wa.<i white rice A, B or broken, but just
sta.ted " one bag rice, $4.20." The officer
knew-

THE CHAIRMAN : Was ii the same 
rice that he had delivered ? 

Mr. J AOOB : Yes ; I think the Chair
man of the Board is aware of this case. 
The point I wish to make-

Mr. McDAVID (Colunia.l Treasurer) : 
Before the hon. Membet· len.ves that point 
I desire to  state thac; I do remember the 
case, but would the hon, .M ewhcr state 

l 

I 
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whe.ther in that case the person selling the 
rice was not refunded a brgp, sum on the 
mattet· being brought to the notice of the 
SeerC'tary of the Bo<Lrd and t,he mistake 
acknowlcdgC'rl? 

ifr .. JACOB : I 11m coming to tha.t. I 
do not think the hon. Colouit1l Treasurer 
::mspec.:ts or anticipates that I am not going 
to put forward all the facts. I was not 
going to leave that out. 

This person spent a lot of time and 
energy in the matter. He made appliea,
tion to the Bua.rd a11cl was refused. He 
then came to me ttml I tt�ked him for his 
p11pcrs. I was given 111! the papi,n, 1111d l 
weiit to the Secretary of the Board. After 
arguing with hiw for half 1tn hour he �aid 
lw woukl not recommend it but he would 
speak to the Clmii-µmn nbout it and tell 
1rni what was the result. 1'l111t very d,1y 
he rang me up on bhe telephone and told 
me tlmt the Chairman agreed as an act of 
grace that the man should be paid 1i higher 
price and the Board would just take the 
sta.tutory profit allowed to the Board by 
regulation. I accepted it but said I could 
not agree that it was an act of grace. 
·while the Boa.rel n,ncl its officers may
think it is an a.ct of gl'ace, I think it is a
right of the person concerned. That
occurn·d in February, but it is one of
several cases. They have been occurring
since then, mid so the Board has been
making exorbitant profits and profiteering
by selling rice against the regulations,
and at prices in excess of the fixed price.
The Board lrns been selling rice at a price
it is not authorized to do, although com
plaints have been made, the consumers
have been mi,de to pa,y that price and the
pi-oducers have not benefited by it nor is
the money being spent in the protection or
improvement of the industry.

On the 19th October, 1940, a more 
serious case occurred. A producer sent 
20 bags of rice to be graded. 'l'he rice 
was graded and passed as No. 3. Accord
ing to breakage the rice was No. 1 but 
according to colour it was No. 3. The 
regulntions are there, but when it suits the 
Board they cannot be va1·ied and when it 
is to their advimtage they are varied. The 
Hoard does exactly as it pleases with the 
rngulations. Tl1e grading system is not 
suitable at tlrn prPsent time to the indus
try. I wish the hun. Director of Agricul-

ture to take note of· what I say, The 
price for No. 3 rice is $3.40 per bag while 
that for No. 1 rice is $!.50 per bag. The 
producer ,1ppealed to the Board. I think 
he harl a conferenee with the Chairman (the 
hon. Colonial Treasuret-) and other officers 
of the Board and pleaded with them that 
he be paid tL re,isonable price between 
the two amounts for his rice, or that 
the rice be returned to him. The 
Bo11rd refused to do either. · In fact 
the Board told him that the rice had 
been taken to the wharf and blended 
there with brokeu rice and sold at 
$-L50 per bag. I do not think tlrnt can be 
disputed ; if so, I tLm prepared to hring the 
individual and prove it. 'fhe gentleman 
threatened legiil procee�lings ag,Linst the 
.Board, but legal proceedings arc i.:.n expen
sive pastime. This thing happened on the 
19th Oetouer, and on the 26th Octobm· a 
notice w:,s published in the Ojfic·ial Gazette, 
Notice No. 569, giving the Board power to 
sell rice other than Super, Vvhite A and 13 
at $4.50 par bag. That was an order by 
Government legalizing an illegal act by the 
Board. 

Those two cases are authenticr In' the 
foce of these facts, these in-egufaritiea 
committed by the Board, can this Govern
ment expect the people connected with the 
industry, who have built it up t,hno�t un
aided to co-operi,te with a Boai·d which 
acts in such a high-handed mtinner ? If 
that is the opinion of the Council I beg to 
differ 100 per cent. from it. I have pleaded 
with this Government over and over again 
that it has got square pegs in round 
holes on the Board. I have done everv
thing possible but Government co�
tinues to help the industry down to the 
gutter. The fact_s are as clear and 
plain as noonday. It is very unfortum1te 
that I should have to speak like this. I 
have tried not to be very caustic in my 
criticism, hut when one sees the5e things 
going on and nothing is being done to 
check them one has to say something, so 
that at least it can be placed on record 
and that it cannot be said later that 
Government had not been advised. I wrote 
Governwent several letters on the matter. 
At one time I was very largely interested 
in the induiitry, but now I am interested 
only in a general way. I am a poor man 
and I have a very large sum of money 
outstanding to me owing to the measure of 
control having not resulted to the benefit 
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of the industry. For the past year I have 
had no direct interest in the industry .. 

I notice that posters are being placed all 
over the country warning the people. I
do not know that is going to help. I have 
asked questions a.nd, as I have stated on 
the la.st occasion, the replies received have 
been very unsatisfactory. This .morning I 
got replies to other questions, and while as 
a matter of fact replies to questions are 
very tlitlicult to refer to, what is the reply 
I have received t.o this question: 

Will Government state the total quantity 
of rice purchased by the Rice Marketing Board 
on and after 1st November, 1939, from the 
thirty-four registered ex-porting agents of rice, 
giving the names of all agents and the quan
tity purchased from each together with the 
amount paid to each exporting agent? 

That i! a very legitimate question and 
one that involves a good deal of revenue 
to this Government. 1f Government gives 
me an opportunit.y I can indicate where 
I think revenue can be obtained through 
the reply to this question, hut this is what 
Government says in repiy: 

The question relates to the financial trans
actions of individuals who are, moreover, 
business competitors, and it is considered to 
be undesirable and not in the public interest 
that the information should be made public. 

Franklv I do not know what that meaus. 
There a1�e no business competitors now in 
rice. I am not in the habit of making 
statements that cannot be proved to a 
large extent, and they can be wholly 
proved if I get the assistance of GCl'vern
ment. I make the st;itement he1·e that if 
this question is answered I can indicate to 
Government where I have a suspicion. It 
i11 based on 75 per cent. facts. 

TrrE CHAIRMAN : It is three-quarters 
right? (hiughtcr). 

Mr. JACOB: Revenue ought to come 
to Government if that question is an
swered. Perhaps it is too tedious a 
job or perhaps it should not be answered 
at all in the opin'ion of Government, but 
I do protest against these unsatisfactory 
answers-11,nswers that have no bear
ing whatever. I cannot for the life of 
roe understand the an1wer given to my 
question-perhaps my intelligence is very 
dull-as there are no rice competitors at 
the moment. I have heard my hon. friend, 
the Member for Essequebo River (Mr. 
Lee), ask the same question hut in another 
way, and the information was not given 
him. The question was asker! so as to get 
certain information he and I wanted, but 
it was denied us. I am very jealous of the 
privileges I enjoy here. I claim it as a 
right to ask these questions, and I claim 
too that Government is obliged to answer 
these questions. 

THE CHA IBMAN : In ordinary par
liamentary practice a.nswers to questions 
not in the public interest are not given. 

Mr. JACOB: Is it not in the public 
interest to ask why one person should have 
a knowledge of certain things and others 
should not? 

TaE CHAIRMAN : That was not the 
hon. Member's question. The hon. Mem
ber's question was how much rice was 
bought and sold to certain individuals. 

�Ir. JACOB : If even there 
husiness competitiors, it is a matter 
has happened a year ago and there 
competitors now. 

were 
which 

a.re no 

The Council resumed and adjourned 
until the following day at 10.30 a.m. 




