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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
The Hon. J. Eleazar (Berbice River). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves (Georgetown 
Friclay, 9th Jmie, 1!:}3,'J. South). 

The Council met pursuant to adjourn
ment, His Excellency the Governor, Sm 
EDWARD DENHAM, K.C.M.G., K.B.E., 
President, in the Chair. 

PRESENT. 
The Hon, the Colonial Secret,�ry, '.\11·. 

T. Millard, C. M:G. (Acting).

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr.
Hector Josephs, ICC., B.A., LL.M. 
(Ca11tab.), LL.B. (Lol).d.). 

The Hon. T. T. Smellie, O.B.E. (Nomi-
11ated Unofficial Member). 

_ The Hon. F. Di_as, O.B.E. (Nominated 
U nofficia.l Member). 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, B.S.A., Director 
of Agriculture. 

The Hon. R. E. Brassington (Western 
Essequebo ). 

The Hon. E. A. Luckhoo (Eastern Ber
bice). 

Major the Hon. J'. 0. Craig, D.S.O., 
M.E.I.C., Directo1· of Public Works.

The Hon. W. A. D'Andrade, Comp
troller of Customs. 

The Hon. Q. B. De Freitas, M.R.C.S. 
(Eug.), L.R.C.P. (Lond.), Surgeon-Genernl 
(Acting). 

The Hon. F. Birkitt, Postmaster. 
General. 

The Hon. L. G. Crease, 1\'I. A. (Oxon), 
Dii·ector of Educa.tion (Actiug). 

The Hon. E. F. McDavid, M.B.E., 
Colonial Treasurer (Acting). 

.The Hon. P. W. King, Official Receiver. 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C. 
(New Amster'clam). 

The Hon. N. Canµon (Geol'getown 
North). 

The Hon. A. Y. Crane, LL.B. (Lond.) 
Demerara River). 

The Hon. A. E. Seeram (Ea.stem 
Demerara). 

The Hon. V. A. Pires (North ·western 
District). · 

The Hon. J, I. De Aguia,r (Central Dem
erarn). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (vVester11 
Berbice). 

The Hou. vV. S. Jones (Nominated 
Unol:ticial Member). 

The Hon. H. G. 8i-,aforcl (Nominated
Unottici1il Member). 

· • 

Thu Hon. 'E. M. \V1Lh:ott (Nominated 
Unofficial Membel'). 

MINUTES. 
The minutes of the meeting· of the 

Council held on the 8th June, as printed 
and circulated, were confit·med. 

PRESIDENT'S SPEECH. 

A CORRECTION. 
THE PRESIDENT: Hon. Members will 

no doubt have been surprised to see a state. 
ment in the report of my speet:h to Coun
cil yesterday, which appeared in one of the 
newspapers, that I was visiting Dutch 
Guiana. I did not make such a statement 
and its insertion in my speech-for wliich 
I attach no blame to t,ho newsptLper in 
question-was uue to its being taken from 
a dnift. 

It is the case that the Governor of 
Dutch Guia11a has beeu so kind as to invite 
me to visit Surinam between the 19th and 
24th of this mouth. If I am aLle to 
accept his invitation I sh�ll of t:ourse take 
the uarliei:;t steps Lo inform the Council. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

Cus•ro.Ms Du'l'IEB BrLL. 
Mr. D'ANDRADE (Comptroller of Cw;. 

toms): I move that "A ;Bill to a.mend the 
Customs Duties Ordinance, Chapter 34, 
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with respect to the duty on precious stones 
exported from the Colony " be read the 
first time. 

Mr. BIR.KITT seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the first time. 

K otice was given that at the next meet
ing of thP Council it would be moved 
that the Bill be read the second time 
(Jf r. D'An(fracle). 

TAX BILL. 
Mr. McDA VID (Colonial Tt·easuret·): I 

move that "A Bill further to amend the 
Tax Ordimu1cc, Chapter 37, with respect 
to the licencPs of Insurance Companirs 
and the duties to be paid thereon" be read 
the first time. 

Mr. IHRKITT seconded. 

(�ue:-;tion put, n,nd agreed to. 

Bill t·ead the first time. 

� otit'e was gi vcn that at the next meet
ing of the Council it would be movc<l that 
the Bill be read the second time (,lfr. 
JfvDcivirl). 

G1w1teE-row� SEwEi:Ant� AND WA'rEn CoM
,11ss10NEHS (V ..\LlDA'l'ION) BILL. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : In 
mdving the second reading of " A Bill to 
validate cerbLin acts and proceedings of 
th<' Geol'getow11 f:lcwerage and vVater Com
mi,;:-;ioners" I invite the tLttention of hon. 
i\h•mhe1·:-; tu tlic preamble of the Bill. I 
think it will be found that the prea.mble 
,;utliciently explains the reason for this 
validatio11. Tho term of the appointmeut 
of the Commissioners is fixed by statute 
for two yea.rs. It wa.s round subsequently 
tha.t certain Commissioners had not been 
re-appointe<l at the termination of the 
•iuitial period of two years, and the present
]3jJl is to V,Llicbte the proceedings of the
:Board uu1·ing tha.t period from the time
tltat the Cornrnissiouers were appointed.
I move the seeund reading of the Bill.

�Ir. S .\lELLIE .�ecuu<le<l. 

Question put, and agred to. 

Bill read the second time. 

The Council resolved itself into Com
mittee and considered the Bill clause by 
clause without discussion. 

The Council resumed. 

Notice was given that at the next meet
ing of the Council it would be moved tha.t 
the Bill be read the third time (1'he 
Colonial Secretary). 

KEEPING OF ANIMALS BILL. 

TnE ATTORNEY-GENERAL (Mr. 
Hector Josephs): r move that "A Bill 
further to �unend the Summary Jurii:;dic
tion (Offeucr1;) Ordinance, Chapter 13, 
with respect to the keeping of Animals" 
hP read the second time. The object of 
the Bill i;.; to give power to any Police, 
Rural or Town Constable to destroy any 
dog or a.uy other animal at large which he 
has reasonable cause to suspect to be in a, 
rabid state, or any dog or any other 
animal at large wlticl1 ha:s ueeu bitten by 
,my dog or other animal which he has 
reasona.ble cu.use to suspect to be in a 
rabid state, or any clog at hirge which be 
has reasonable cause to suspect to be in a 
mangy stu.te. If the dog or other animal is 
confiuerl a11d the owner ot· person for the 
time being in charge of it does not drs
troy it or cause it to be destroyed, after 
it has shown evident anJ di,;tiuct symp
toms of being iu a rnbid state or of having 
been bitten by auy dog 01· other ,mimal in 
a rabid :-;tate, the owner 01· that pe1·son 
Rhall, on conviction, be liable to 1L penalty 
of $50. An Ordinance was enacted in 
1931 amending the Summary Jurisdiction 
(Offences) Ordinance to give power for the 
destruction of ,1 mangy as well as a rabid 
dog. By reason of the amendment or 
some variation in section 180 in the 
revised edition of the laws the power of 
destruction would be confened also with 
respect to a dog or other animal at large. 
The object of this Bill is to repeal Ordi
nance No. 6 of 1931 to make it clear· that 
the power of destruction is ii:t respect of a 
dog or othet: animal at large which is in a 
rabid state, or which has been bitten by 
auy dog or other animal imspected to be 
iu a r.:tbid state, or ally dog suspected to 
be in a mangy state. Then there is a. 
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proviso that in the case of a mangy dog it 
shall not be destroyed until after the 
expiration of 48 hours of its capture. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Mr. CRANE: The Bill ofl:ers tho 
opportunity of raising the question of tho 
advisability of legislation of this kind. 
This has been a very old provision of the 
law, except that Ordinance 6 of 1931 adds 
Town Constables to the list of persons 
authorised to destroy dogH. Owners of 
dogs would be ve1·y chal'y to authorise a 
Town Constable or Rul'al Constable-1111 
irresponsible person in some respects-to 
destroy a dog. Thern is an established 
place-a lethal chamber -where a dog, if 
it is in a rabid 01· mangy 1:1t,Lte, should be 
taken and an opportunity given to a per
son of some technical knowledge to ex&m
ine and determine whether it should be 
destroyed. I deprecate faw placing the 
authority to destl'oy in the hands of au 
irresponsible person like a Rural Con-
stable. 

Mr. ELJ!;AZAR : I wish to endorse the 
remarks of tlrn hon. Membe1·. I do not 
think a Rural Constable i-;hould have this 
power giveu to him, beca,use he is uucler 
nobody's control. A Towu Coust.Lble is 
under the contr·ol of the Municip,Ll Cor
poration and a Police Con�tahlP is also 
under cont1·ol, and they may be given the 
power without the ·sa,me objection being 
raised ,Lgainst it. The legislation nmy ue 
applied to lL rabid dog but it should uot 
be applied to a mangy dog. I also agree 
that some competent pel'son should exam
ine a dog before it is destroyed . 

. 

Ml'. CRANE : Rural Constables are 
under control and they are disciplined. I 
mention that to show that all three classes 
of men a,re under control. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: It is a 
fact that Rural Constables am disciplined 
by the Insp�·ctor-General of Police. The 
power of destruction of a mangy dog is 
limited by the proviso to sub-clauNe (1). 
There is no power of immedh�te destruc
tion, but the dog shall he kept fot· 48 
hours after its ca.ptul'e before it is des
tt'oyed. If a person misses his clog he has 
48 hours to make enquiries. Mange is a 
highly cont&gious disettse ,md is communi
cated from dog to clog, but this provision 
does not affect a mangy dog thttt is kept 

at home. There is no chance c.f its being 
found straying, and if found- straying thP. 
owner will have an opportunity of rncover
ing it. The reason why Town Constable 
was inserted was that it would be in the 
internst of the inhabitants generally that 
the City should ho free from rnbid and 
also mangy dogs. 

Question put, and a.greed to. 

Bill read the second time. 

The Council resolved itself into Com
mittee to considet· the Bill clause by clause. 

Clause 2-Power to destroy rabid or 
mangy dog at large. 

Mr. CRANE : I move that the · p1·oviso 
of sub-clause ( 1) be amended by the dE>le
tion of the words " after the expiration of 
forty-eight hours from its captu1·e" and 
the insertion of the words " it has been 
kept at the nearest police station for fo1·ty
eight hours after its capture and a Govern
ment Medical Officer or a Medic1Ll Officer 
of Health has certified that it is expedient 
to destroy the clog." 

Dr. Di,; FREITAS (Surgeon-General) : 
I thiuk the contention of the hon. Member 
is reasonable because there are degrees of 
mange. There are cases in which, if the 

. dise.Lse i:s taken in hand early, there i::; a 
probability of >L cui·e. Nobody expects 
that a dog unclcl' control should be dC"s
troyed, and I thiuk it is reaso1rnble that 
some person with technical knowledge 
should be called upon to decide whethcl' a 
dog should be destl'oyed. 

THE PRESIDENT: Does the hon. Mem
be1· press for the inclusion of the Medical 
Officer of Health ? The Medical Ofticers 
of Health have a' lot of work to do and it 
m,Ly be inconvenient to them. If there is 
any dispute on the part of the owner there 
may be a,n examination by the Government 
Medical Otlicel'. 

l\'Ir. CRANE : I am \Villing to accept 
any amendment which would avoid the 
unhappy po1;ition of a constable determin
ing that ,L mangy clog should be destroyed. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL : I 
im,Lgine tha.t in some country districts the 
Government Medical Oilicer does not go 
near a police station for 48 hours, and 
there a difficulty arises. 
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Mr. BRASSINGTON: i think I am 
conect in _saying that in some dist1·ids the 
Government Medical Office1· only visits the 
police station twice in a weei,. Unless 
thel'e is a special call the Medical Officer 
visits the station at Chal'itv oulv once or 
twice a week. 

• " 

Mr. CRANE : 'J'o meet the case of the 
absence of the Government Medical Officer 
we might add to the amendment the words 
" or· a S11nitary Inspector." That would 
be better tlmn any Rural Constable. 

Clause as amended agreed to. 

The Council resumed. 

Notice was given t.liat at the next meet
ing of the' Council it would be moved that 
the Bill be read the third time (The Attor
ney-General). 

EMPLOYMEN'I.' oF WoMEN, &c., BILL. 
Tm ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I move 

that "A Bill to carry out cer-tain Conven
tiorn; rnlating to the employment of 
women, young pe1·sons and children" be 
read the second time. The circmnstances 
out of which the Bill has ,uisen ,tre stated 
in the pr·eamble and in the Schedule to the 
Bill which conta,ins the Convention. The 
Bill is to limit the hours of work of 
women, young persons and children in 
1·espect of cel't,tin chtsse>( of employment 
1111d iu accoi cfance )Yi th the Con v�·ntion. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

.Y[r. CANNON: I lmve been trying to 
fmd out whethet· there is in the Bill any
thing to prevent women and childl'en beii'1g 
employed in co�mection with newspftpers 
or lino types. V,.T omen are· now employed 
in that dieection · and they will have to 
ce11se working !LDd placed on the dole. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I mu 
unable to find anything in the Bill _to 
support the propositiou of the hon. 
Membe1·. 

Mr.'CANNON: It is because I could 
not find it that I ra,ise the question. As 
I apprehend it, no woman is to be employed 
in any undertaking at night. There are 
women operating linotype machines who 
must work at night, If there is nothing 

in the Bill to prevent women being 
employed at night I shall be satisfied. 

Tm ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Indus
trial undertakings are defined in the 
Schedule to the Bill and. there is . nothing 
in it to support what the hon. Member has 
stated. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the second time. 

The Council resolved itself into Com
mittee to. consider the Bill clause by _clause.

Clause 2-Interpretation. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL:· In the 
definition " Woman " I move that the 
word " sixteen" be substituted for the 
word "eighteen." 

Question put, and ageed to. 

Clause 3-Restrictions on employment 
in industrittl undertakings. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: My view is that this 
law is going to prevent a boy from work
ing in :1 sugar factory. Is that so or not? 

'fnE A'l'TORNEY-GENERAL: 'l'he 
position is that the definitions in the Bill 
are governed by the definitions in the 
Convention. In the Convention" Young 
pet·son" Ol'iginally meant a person under 
the age of 18 ye,i,rs. Young pet·son " is 
now defined to mean a person who is under 
the age of 16 years, thernfor·e pet·sons 
between the ages of 16 and 18 are not 
young persons a.ud a.re free to accept 
employment. • 

]\fr. ELEAZAR: I see no reason why a 
boy between the ages of 14 and 16 should 
not be employed between the hours of 10 
p.m. and 5 it.m. 011 a suga1· estate. If the
planter Members intend to allow it to pass
I have no objection, but I can see the
difficulty it is going to create.

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Sub
clause (3) of clause 7 provides that nothing 
in this Ordinance shall prevent the employ. 
ment iu any industrial undertaking of a 
child lawfully so employed a.t the com
mencement of this Ordinance. 

Mr. CRANE: Not only sugar estates 
but newspapers have to employ individuals 
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up to the hours of three, four 11,nd five in 
the moni.ing, and if this law is to be 
observed I suggest that it be allowed to 
stand over to give the Attorney. General 
nn oppo\•tunity to �tudy the question. 

.THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: If the 
hou. Member makes an assertion on a 
particular point it is his duty to indicate 
it. 

Mr. CRANE : This is a social measure 
and affects the heiLlt,h and well- being of 
the workers.· Why should a young person 
b� called upon, possibly after wol'l,ing 
during the day, to work between 10 p.m. 
and 5 a,m.? A1·ticle 2 of the Schedule 
refers to children under the age of 14 
yeat'S while a child is defined as a person 
under· the age of 12 years. 

THE ATTORNEY-!}ENERAL: There 
appears to be an inconsistency between 
the definition in the Bill and the definition 
in the Convention. It is clear that in the 
Convention there is a higher age limit 
than in the Bill, but in this matter what 
governs is the Ordinance, which says that 
Lite expressions shall have the meanings 
tLssigned to them. A young person means 
a person as defined in the· Ordinance, and 
a young person cannot be employed during 
the hours mentioned. ·with reference to 
the point raised by the hon. Member for 
Georgetown. North, there is nothing in 
A1-tiele 1 which applies to the pl'inting of 
newspapers. 

Mr. CHANE: The Atto{·uey-Genernl 
a.lmits th,Lt we are fixing tL lower age for a
child than a:ppe!Ll'8 in the Convention.
'!'here is p1·imci facie an mcongruity and we
should indicate l>v some device that the
age of 14 is rmbje�t to the Conventiou.

Mr. BRASSINGTON: It seems to me 
extraordinary that a child can work in a 
printing establishment but is precluded 
from doing so in a sug,Lr factory. It is 
going to make an invidious distinction and 
I do not think the1·e should be any diffe1·
entiation. 

Ml'. SEERAM: The Bill should be 
made not to a.pply to boys in printing 
offices. Newspaper comes within the ciLte
gory of manufactured articles and boys 
cannot be employed during the hours of 
night. 

·TFiF: ATTORNEY-GENERAL: Diffi
culty has been indicated with regard to the 
meaning in clause 2 and the meaning in

the Schedule. If in clause 2 an addition 
is made of the words "and these meanings 
shall apply to the said expressions where 
used in the Schedule " there can then be no 
doubt as to the meanings of the expres
sions in the Schedule. I therefore move 
that clause 2 be amended by the addition 
of those words. 

Question put, and ag1·eed to. 

The Council resumed. 

Notice was given that at the next me<it
ing of the Council it would be moved that 
the Bill be read the third time (J'he Attor
ney-General). 

The Council adjourned for the luncheon 
recess. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT was present 
when. the Council resumed. 

CLUBS REGISTRATION BILL. 

THE ATTOR . .N.l!:Y-GENERAL I 
move that " A Bill to amend the 
Clubs Registration Ordinance, Chapter 
269, with respect to the registration of 
Clubs" be read the second time. The 
principal point with respect to this B

0

ill 
is that it aims at giving more power in 
connection with the registration of Clubs. 
Clubs registered unde1· the Principal 
Ordinance a1·e those in ,,hich excisable 
liquoni for which a licence is required 
M"e sold. Certain illicit establishments 
have sprung up which · call themselves 
Clubs, but which are not· Clubs i,n 
truth and in fact in the 01·dinary sense 
of the term, their existenc.e being for the 
purpose of selling spirituous liquors and 
l'eaping the pl'Ofits the1·efrom. In. many 
cases, it is said, they al'e run by a· pMticu
hu· individual or individuals either for the 
pu1·pose of being able to carry on afte1· the 
ordinary busiuess hour·s of licensed prem
ise; or carrying on in competition with 
such pr·emises. They apply for a certifi
cate to be registered and go thl'Ough the 
statutol'y form, but it is diflicult to say 
whether they are genuine or not. The 
object of this Bill is to tighten up the 
restrictions and supecvision of Clubs so 
that it will be easier to exercise proper 
control and to weed out such illicit Clubs. 
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Clubs applying for registration under the· 
Principal Ordinance have to submit cer
tain documents to the.clerk of the Magis
trate's Court. It is proposed in connec
tion with the application that the require
ments shall be fulfilled and the following 
additional rule shall apply :-

(1) Tue secretary of a club desiring the grant
or renewal of a certifi.c1tte shall, together with 
the application, lodge with the regis1 rar a buncl 
duly executed by two peraons (who shall have 
been lint approvei by the Colonial Tre1tsurer) 
conditioned for the payment by them jointly 
and severally to the C:olon:al 'l'rea,urer of the 
sum of five hnodred dollar8 in the event of the 
certificate being cancelled by the court umler 
section eleveu of the Principal Ordinance. 

The reason for that is that it is con
sidered that genuine Clubs will have no 
difficulty in finding somebody to become 
surety for them, because they are. properly 
conducted and there is no likelihood of 
their certificate being cancelled, while it 
would be rather difficult for people who Me 
running bogus Clubs in applying either �or 
a renewal or an original licence to get some
body to make themselves liable for pay
ment of $500 in the event of a Club being 

· struck off. It is hoped that that will be
an effective means of preventing illicit
Clubs from coming into existence. Sub
clause (2) provides (a) that the Secretary
of a Club desiring a renewal of the certifi
cate .shall, together· with the application
for renewal, lodge with the registrar the
last balance sheet of the Club on which
there shall be endorsed by an auditor a
certificate that he has ex�1mined the
vouchers and accounts of the Club and th,tt
the balance sheet contains a true an<l cor·
rect statement of the financial position of
the Club ; ( b) that the expression "auditor "
means any person who is fLTl auditor as
described in paragraph (a) of sub-section
(8) of section 109 of the Companies (Con
solidation) Ordinance, but shall not
include a person who is an officer of the
Club; and (c) that any auditor who know
ingly gives a false certificate sh,tll be
li:able to a penalty not exceeding $100. It
is hoped that these provisions will have
a very salutary effect, because bogus Clubs
will find it difficult to present a balance
sheet. At the present time the duration
of the certificate is for a year and clituse
3 makes the certificate correspond with
the calendar vear. Clause 4 substitutes
paragraph (a) for section 6 of the Princi
pal Ordinance. Visitors to a Club need
not be entered as such in the book pro-

vided for the purpose until about to be 
supplied with excisable liquor. The pro
vision now is that immediately on the 
introduction of a visitor• his name should 
be entered along with that of the member 
introducing him and he shall not be 
supplied with liquor unless on the invita
tion and in the company of a member. I 
shall in Committee move an amendment 
with regard to section 7 of the Principal 
Ordinance. That section sets out the 
grounds on which an objection to regis
tration may be made. It is proposed to 
amend paragraph (i) to bring it into line 
with the conesponding section of the. 
English Act an<l to add a sub-clause (2). 
The effect of the amendment in clause 6 
is to enable any person to lodge objec
tions to the grant or renewal of a certifi
cate of registration and a.lso to invoke the 
power of a Magistrate to cancel the regis
tration of a Club. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Mr. CRANE: An iimendment of the 
Principal Ordinance came before the 
Council some time ago by way of a pro
posal to levy a tax of $50 on Clubs regis
tered. Members then took the view that 
a general tax, which was not a revenue
producing measure but was intended to 
meet the dass of Clubs which were rising 
up like mushrooms, would not be an effec
tive means of reducing the evil. Govern
ment then withdrew that proposal and it 
has now been bt'ought forw,trd in this 
form. In one respect I do not consider 
that this Bill is sufficiently :;;tringent. 
It is not only bogus Clubs we want 
to get after but · . also the dishonest 
spirit cle,iler in his endeavour to sell 
spirituous liquors from morning until 
night on every day of the week. A 
number of Clubs have been founded by 
spirit dealers who desire to sell rum after 
closing hours and on Sundays and avoirl 
paying the £100 licence which they would 
otherwise have to pay. At the s,tme time 
I do not want to make it difficult for· 
people who genuinely want to form a Club 
to establish tlutt Club, but there a,re one 
or two provisions in the Bill which will

mitke it very difficult for poor persons in 
the community to form Clubs for indoor 
or outdoot· recreation. Clause 2 is going 
to strike the ve1-y people for whom the 
Ordinance exists. They have to get a 
bond execut�d by two. persons to the satis-
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· faction of the Colonial 'l'reasurer_ The
condition· of that bond is that in the
event of the certificate being cancelled by
the Court the bond becomes payable. Do
you mean to tell me that if premises
become unsuitable, which is one of the
grounds for refusal of renewal of a licence,
a bond of $500 should become payable?

The bond ought to be forfeitabie on well 
defined grounds set out iri the Bill. and not 
left in the air as at present. If excisable 
liquor were not sold on these premises 
Government would not have brought for
ward this legislation. It seems to me that 
Government should get down to the root 
of the evil, the consumption of liquor on 
the premises, and make provision for the 
keeping of a stock book of all liquor taken 
into the premises and the weekly sales, so 

. that at any time any visiting authority 
would have the right to enter the premises 
and make compariRons of the purchase and 
sales. I think it is an indispensable 
necessity that they should be made to keep 
a stock book of all excisable liquor and 
their weekly sales. I also want to ask 
Government seriously to consider the 
position of cRrtain ClnbR. There are 
some long established Clubs which should 
not come under the provisions of this 
Ordinance. It was on that ground that 
Government withdrew the proposal to levy 
the proposed $50 tax. Clubs like the 
Georegtown Cricket Club, the British 
Guiana Cricket Club, the Demerara Cricket 
Club, the Georgetown Football Club and 
the Football Association, which are beyond 
suspicion, should not be put in this invi
dious position. There are other Clubs, too, 
which are just as reputable. I am going 
to suggest that a schedule be added to the 
Bill of these Clubs and that, the Governor 
be authorised to add to them any other 
recreation, tennis, and football Club. I 
also invite the Attorney-General's ,Lttention 
to the grounds upon which a bond may be 
forfeited. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I think the Bill is well
intentioried. It is time to get rid of 
mushrnom Clubs, but the Bill is so 
stringent as to affect Clubs which are not 
of that class. The grounds on which a 
bond may be forfeited should be specified. 
'l'he Magistrate should also be allowed a 
discretion with respect to cancelling the 
certificate and forfeiting the bond. Clubs 
which exist primarily for the purpose of 

selling liquor and gambling should be 
properly controlled but genuine Clubs 
should not be placed in difficulties. 

Mr. CANNON: I am in absolute agree
ment with those who think that mush
room Clubs are a menace to the Colony, · 
but I wish to blame Government for their 
existence. These Clubs were only started 
after Government decided to rnstrict the 
hours of rumshops withou'; giving them a 
reasonable rebate on their licences. I 
believe it is true that the restriction of 
their hours drove rumshop dealers to 
encourage the opening of these Clubs. I 
am satisfied that if the poorer classes were 
not restricted to specified houl'S there 
.would have been no necessity for the intro
duction of these Clubs. The hon. Member 
for Demerara River omitted to name the 
Demerara Rowing Club, which is one of 
the oldest in existence, as one which should 
appear in the list of exemptions. I think 
there is no necessity for this Bill, and even 
If. it is passed the Clubs will find some 
means of getting round it. 

THE ATTORNEY-GENERAL: I wish 
to express my appreciation of the assis
tance that has been given by Members who 
have spoken in dealing with the Bill. The 
matter is a difficult one. · The idea is to 
let the genuine Clubs flourish, and it is a 
question of dealing effectively with the 
bogus Clubs without working any hardship 
on the real Clubs. The hon. Member for 
Demerara River raised the point that the 
provision ,LS to the bond if:i'too far-reach
ing. I should like to mention two matters 
with regard to tl)at. The finding of a 
Magistrate on a complaint .:1.s to how a 
Club is being managed 01· canied on does 
not necessarilv mean the cancellation of 
the certificate: That depends upon the 
magnitude of the oftence or the grounds 
for making the order. The grounds fot 
cancellation under section 11 (2) of the 
Principal Ordinance may be of too wide a 
range. In the circumstances when we come 
to deal with the Bill in Committee the 
scope of clause 2 (1) might be modified by 
limiting the cancellation and making the 
bond payable in respe.ct of a ground speci
fied in paragraphs (e), (J), (g), (h), (i), (j), or 
(k) of section 7 or by reason a conviction
under section 10 of the Pl'incipal Ordinance.
It will he noticed that in this Ordinance
the expressioi;i " supplied " is used. The
reason for it is that the liquor is the pro•
perty of the members of the Olub and
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therefore there is no sale of it. I ask 
Members to pass the �econd reading of 
the Bill. We will then not go into the 
Committee stage to-day, and in the mean
time a conference may be held with Mem
bers, so that when the Bill comes to the 
Committee stage the form of the amend
ments may be definitely settled and be 
before the House. I ask that the Bill be 
no,v read the second time. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

• Bill read the second time.

RICE F AC'fORIES BILL. 

THE PRESIDENT: In view of the 
motion to be brought forward by the hon. 

ABBA, 

ESSEQUEBO cnAST-
J obanni. C£Celi" to Annanrla.1 e 

EAST COAST, D'EMERARA-
Pla-ieance ... 
Triumph and BetHverwagting 
Buxtou and Frjendship ... 
Gclll�n Grove-:... abacli•

} Victoria ... 
Cove and John 
Ann's Grove to l'nity and Limcaster 

EAST BANK. DEl\1ERARA-
Craig ... ... 

... 8

... 

... 

... 

... 

. . .

. .  . 

These various sums, as indicated by the 
Message, are based on the reeommenda.tion 
.conta;ined in the report of the Committee, 
under the Chairmanship of Mr. Austin, to 
enquire into the drainage schemes of the 
Colony. Schedule 2 of the Message con
tains the drainage a.rnas which are still 
under considemtion. The sums that a.re 
no,". to be charged to the proprietors show a 
co1,1siderable decrease on the original sums 
tl1at were to be charged. Iu some cases 
they are 50 per cent. of the original 

Member for Demerara Riv�r, the second 
reading of the Bill to make provision for 
the regulation and control of rice factories 
and the manufacture of rice will be 
deferred for consideration of the question 
of rice generally. The item is therefore 
withdrawn from the Order of the Day. 

SEA DEFENCE AREAS. 

Major CRAIG (Director of Public 
Works): I beg to move the motion stand
ing in my name:-

THAT, with referen<'e to Governor's Message 
No. 1'2 of the 14th of March, 1933, this Council 
approves of the total costs of the tolt,nving 11Teas 
declarerl under section nine of 1 he Drainage and 
lrripi.tion Urdinauce, Chapter 165, being. 
red need to the exte11t iudicatet1 in eacli case:-

Reduced total 
Proportioz:ate cost 

Total cost. payable by prn-
cost. prietors being 61)% of 

reduced total co•t. 

I 
I 

43,942 30 s 30,510 30 (S 18,306 18 

4(1,337 00 19,104 79 11,462 87 
76,E5n 64 51,246 25 30,747 75 
75,303 10 �2,407 00 25,444 20 

122,055 73 91,757 82 55,0M 69 

98,716 01 31,802 00 ' 19,081 20 
I 

H,722 61 7 468 5S 4,481 16 

charge. That would mean a considerable 
relief 'to the people. I think the position 
is clear in the Message and ask that 
approval be given to these sums. 

Professor DASH sec011ded. 

Motion put, and agrned to. 

The Council adjourned tuitil Tuesday, 
13th June, at 11 o'clock. 

r, 




