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LEGISLA'l,IVE COUNCIL. 

Tlnt1·sday, 10th .Janita?'Y, 1935. 

,, . '.l.'he Oouncil met put·suant to adjoum
J! ment, His Excellency the Officer Adminis
i"'\ tering the Government; Sm CRAWFORD' Douau.s-JONES, Kt., C.M.G., President, in 

the Chair. 

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr·. 

P. W. King (Acting). 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr. 
Hector Josephs, K.C., B.A., LL.i\1.

(Cantab.), LL.B. (Lond.). 

The Hon. T. T. Smellie, O.B.E. (Nomi
nated Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E. (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

Major the Hon. vV. B,Lin G1·ay, M.A., 
Ph.D. (:�din.), B. Litt. (Oxon), Director 
of Education. 

. , 
The Hon. j, S. Dash, B.S.A., Director 

of Agriculture. 

The 'Hon. R. E. Brassington (Westem 
Essequebo ). 

Major the Hon. J. C. Cra,ig, D.S.O., 
:\l.E.l.C., Dir.ector of Public \.Vorks. 

The Hon. E. F. McDavicl, M. R.E., 
�oloni1L� Treasurer (Acting). 

The Hon. vV. A. D'AndradP, Comp
holler of Customs. 

The Hon. J. Mullin, lVI.l.M.M., F.S.I., 
Commissione1· of Lands a11d Mi11e�. 

The Hon. B. R Wood, M.A., Dip. For. 
(Cantab.), Conserv,itor of Forests. 

The Hon. F. Birkitt, Postmaster-
General. 

The Hon. N. Cannon (Georgetown 
North) 

The Hon. Perey C. Wight, O.B.E. 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. J. Eleazar (l'erbice River). 

The Hon. J, l, :Pe ,Aguiar (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin (Nominated 
U nolticial Membe1·). 

'l'he Hon. F. J. Seaford (Nominated 
U notlicial Member). 

The Hon. PPer Bacchus (Western Ber
bice). 

The Hon. J. L. Wills /Demerll,ra Rivet'/, 

The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

MCNUTES. 
The minutes of the meeting of the Coun

cil held on Wednesday, 9th January, as 
printed and circulated, were confir med. 

SENIOR UNOFFICIAL MEMBER. 
THE PRES[DENT: I undertook the 

other day to go into the question raised by· 
the hon. Member for Georgetown North 
as to who was the Senior Elected Membe1; 
of the Council. I will read the following 
statement which will go on record if the 
hou. Member so wish :-

Under the Old Comtitution there were 
two classes of Members, viz :-Official 
Members and Elected Membl:lrs. With 
the chauge of the Constitution, Article 4 
of the Constitution Order in Council 
provided for two classes, namely, Officials 
and Unofficials. '11hel'e are 110 separate 
classes of Official 01· Unofficial .\I embers. 

If it is desired to ascertain which 
Eledcd Member of the Unof:Iicial Class 
mnlrn highest in order uf precedence this 
is governed by Article 16 of the Order in 
Council and 1\I r. Brnssington takes prece
dence over· any other Unotficiaf Elected 
Member, but there is really no such person 
ris a Senior Elected Member. ·The' senior 
.Member of the Unofficial Class is Mr .. 
Smellie. 

lNVl'l'ATJON TO DtrKE AND DUCHESS 
OF _KENT .. 

Mr. BRASSTNGTON : Before the Order 
of the Day is proceeded with I crave your 
indulgence to ask Government if there is 
any intention to invite Their RoyaI. High
nesses the Duke and Duchess of Kent to 
visit the Colony. I see -in the Press that 
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they will be visiting the West Jndies, and 
Trinidad and Barbados are mentioned as 
places that will . be visited Ju ring their
trip. I certainly think that this Colony 
ought to extend ti very loyal invitation to 
Their Royal Highnesses to visit thi.s 

�uch-neg\ected Colony w\1en they are tour 
1ng. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: The Senior Member 
has asserted his rights for the fi1·st time, 
and very properly. J join with him, and 
it is the feeling on this side of the House, 
that we should ask Your Excellency to 
extend an invitation to Their Royal 
Highnesses. 

THE PRESIDEN'l': When I saw the 
telegram last night I felt myself that 
representations would be made and thiit 
Government would consider the matter. 
We should certainly extend an invitation 
from the people of the Colony to them to 
:visit the Colony during their tour. 

Mr. SMELLIE : I think, sir, I should 
join in this request, being the Senior 
Member. tLaughter). 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I did not rise in 
any official capacity, but as an ordinary 
Member of the Counc.;il. (Laughter). 

Tm, PRESIDENT: The hon. Member's 
colleagues were ghid that he did so. 
(Laughter). 

UNOFFICTAL NOTICE. 

SALARY OF 'I'HE PursNE JUDGE. 
M1·. ELEAZAR, on behalf of Mr. 

WOOLFORD, gave notice of the following 
motion:-

WHEREAS prior to the month of October, 
1931, there were two Puisne Judges in the 
Colony drawinl? salaries of £1,300 ($6,240) and 
£1,20() ($5,760) a year, respect,ively; 

AND WHEREAS on the appointment of Mr, 
Justice Gilchrist to a J udj?eship in the Colony 
of Trinidad in October, 1931, hig appointment 
ae First Puisne Judge in thh Colony became 
vacant; 

AND WHEREAS the said vacancy has never 
been filled but the work formerly dividei be. 
tween the s&id l!'irst and Second Puisoe Judges 
has been performed. by the then said Second 
Puisne Judge almost entirely unaided; 

AND .WHEREAS the volume of work to be 
performed by the Judiciary l:as not as was 
anticipated bel'n reduced ; 

AND WHEREAS the salary of_ the B\\id Puisne 

Jud"e remains at the same figure, viz., £1,200 
$5,760) as wheu he first was appointed in 
August, 1928 ; 

AND WHEREAS the Financial Commissioners 
recommended that thtl ollice of the Secoml 
Puisoe J udcre should be abolished-a. recom
mendation ,�hich has been given effect to ; 

AND Wmmi�s the �llm oi £l.��O t\\%,1��\has thereby been saved in the public expendi·ture on the Judiciary by the omission to till t-hesaid appointment ; 
AND WHEREAS it is desirable in the public interest that persons holdiog bi;,;h judicial office should be sui ta lily pa.id : 
Be it Resolved,-'l'hat this Conncil recom

mends that the present �al ,ry of the holder of 
the office of Puisoe Judge lie increa�ed to n. sum of £1,300 ($6,240) the pay of the formerFirst Puisue Judge. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

ANNUAL EsTBTATES. 

The Council l'esolved itself into Com
mittee and resumed consideration of the 
Estimates of Expenditure to be defrayed 
from Revenue for the year ending 31st 
December, 1935. 

DEPAR'l'MEN'l' OF AGHICUL'ru�E; 
Mr. ELEAZAR: I have since the last 

meeting been infol'med that the sala 1-y pro
posed fol' the Plant Bl'eedel' is not more 
tluin he is receiving, and ful'ther. that 
he will become a Buxtonian in part. 
(Laughtel'). That goes a long way with 
me, and I withdraw my opposition to the 
vote. I agree to its beiug put below the 
liue. 

Professol' DASH (Director of Agricul
ture) : I beg to move t,he i11sertion of the 
following new item : --

Item 1 (16)--1 Plant Bn•eder ($2,160 
to $2,880), by $120), $2,760. 

Question put, and ag1·ee<l to. 

Item 1 (21)-3 Probationet·s, $1,140. 

:Mr. AUST!N: I tnke this opportunity 
to enquire whether my "uepo" St. Lucia · 
frieucl is included in these thl'ee Proba
tioners. (Laught0r). 

Prnfossor DA.SH: The answer is" No.' 
The otfic1w refen·P.d t,o by the hon. Member 
does 11ot come under the estimates of the 
Department at all. (He:ll', hear). 

Item 1 (26)-House Allowane;es to 
Agrie;ultural Instructors in charge of 
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Berbice and the East Coast, Demet·arn, 
and Agricultural Superintendent, ·west 
Demerara, $672. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I thiuk there is some
thing wrong under this head. I see 
" House Allowances to Agricultural 
Instructors in charge of Berbice ... " As 
far as I am aware there are three, but one 
man does not get ,tny hou8e allowance at 
all al though he js entitled to it. I under
stand from the hon. Member for New 
Amsterdam that he h,ts been denied his 
house allowance because he is supposed to 
have written loose language to the Head 
of his Department. (Laughter). I say 
"loose language" advi8edly in this inst,tnce. 
It appears that he was complaining that 
he was not getting his house allo,rnnce, and 
he charged the Head of thH Depa1·tment 
with partialiLy and wmething amounting 
to jobbery. rt is clear that a man who 
writes tlrnt does not appreL:iate the weight 
of his langu,tge, but tlrnt i8 a diffe1e11t 
thing to wlrnt the DireL:tor referred to as 
loose langmtge yesterday. It is not fair 
punishment for a subordinate, I i;ubmit. 
It only makes him feel that what he wrote 
is true. I a�k Government to give the 
ollicer his house ,tllowance if he is entitled 
to it. ·He is being knocked from pillar to 
post. He is livi11g in a hovel just because 
it is cheap, but it is not becoming of an 
office1' i11 his position. I think he has 
been punished sulficiently, and I implore 
Government to give him his house allow
ance. 

Professor Dt\SH: I think the hon. Mem
bet· is unduly apprehe11si ve about the 
officer in question. This tmLtte1· of h,,use 
allowances for Agriculturnl Instrnctors 
has been under considen1tion by Govern
-ment for the htst two years. The officer 
in question wns first of all in the Porn 
eroon. It is trne he Ii ved in a Govern
ment house there but he was not entitled 
to a house allowance at all. He ·also drew 
a duty iLllowance. He was subsequently 
transferred to New Amste1·dam where he 
was no longer entitled to it duty allowance 
according to the Regulations, and as the 
terms of his employment do uot include a 
hou�e allowance none was gi ve11 to him. The 
point, was raised two years ttgo and placed 
before Governm.ent. Government duly 
went into it and the officer was told that 
Govemment could not change the Regula
tions in that connection. The point has 

come np again recently and Government 
still has the matter under consideration. 
But the fact that the •officer wrote me 
what might be called an anogant letter 
has nothing to do with the matter under 
consideration. I certainly would not 
prevent him from getting what he should 
get even though he wrnte me an unseemly 
letter. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : Will the Director not 
recommend it now? 

Professo1· DASH: I recommended it 
two years ago. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I suggest that you 
1·ecommend it now. 

THE CHAT.RMAN: I do not think I 
can permit thitt to be done now. The 
matter trenches on administration and will 
have to be investigated. I will note that 
the Director is prepared to renew his 
recommendation that the officer should 
receive a house ,1llowanL:e and will have 
the matter looked into. 

Item l (27)-Grnding 'nspector ($1,440 
to $1,920 by $120), $1,500. 

Professor DASH: This item should be 
carried out ,it $1,'155 because the change 
in the holder of the office did not take 
place until later in the ye,Lr. 

Item reduced to $1,455. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I spoke yesterday 
about the Phu1t Breeder and the necessity 
for such an ollicer. I would like to call' 
Government's attention to the fact that 
the fullest benefit cannot be obt,iined from 
the production of the best seed padi unless 
Government tried · to provide means for 
the farmers to thresh that padi. About 
18 months or two years ago we had an 
interview with Sir Edw,trd Deuharu who 
promised the Rice .Marketing Board that 
if representations were made-and I 
believe they were made--he would support 
the idea of getting threshers for the 
different districts, so that the people who 
grew padi from approved seed wo.uld be 
able to put it through those threshers and 
get the full benefit of the improved condi
tions. At present most people plant good 
seed, reap exeellent padi and then spoil it 
by bull-mashing. You cannot produce 
a good quality rice by bull-mashing. 
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I itppeal to Government to bring in 
some scheme whereby the farmers can 
get the benefit of really up-to-d,ite 
threshing of rice. Government ha.8 a 
small thrnshing ma.chine in one district, 
but it is almost a toy compared with the 
machines that should be used. It 8eenrn 
to me that in view of the amount of money 
expended in other directions, $20,000 or 
$25,000 eould be beneficia.lly spent on the 
intl"Oduction of mechanictil threshers for 
the rice industry. 

I speak very feelingly bec11use I have 
seen inst,urnes where people have produced 
very good seed piidi which has been ruined 
by the pl'imitive nrnthod of threshing. 
There cannot be a.uy objection to mechani
c,tl thrnshel's 011 tho score of une,nplo_v
ment, because the only thing that would 
be unemployed would be the bull. The 
time lrns come when, if our rice industry 
is to progress, Government, with the help 
of the Dep,u·tment of Agriculture, will 
have to go further tlmn only producing the 
seed. Government must help the people 
to get proper threshing machines. It is 
no easy matter, [ know, to perSlltide the 
avernge sm,Lll for mer that he will benefit 
from tlie use of a tlueshe1·, hut once he h,is 
been taught tlrnt the actmil cost of thresh
ing is less by using machines than it woulrl 
be by the use of his own bulls he would 
soon enough want to Ube threshing 
machines. When I intl'Oduced threshing 
urnchines at my own place the people did 
not WfLnt them ; they said they cost too 
tnuuh. To-day, if there is nnt a threshing 
machine there is tt tremendous row. They 
find that it is not only better but that 
they get a bettel' price for their rice. I

appeal to Guvermueut to make provision 
for the introduction of threshers. ·whether 
it is done from Flood Relief or Unemploy
ment Relief funds [ do not mind, but I

think the time has come when Govern
ment should serious�y try to help the rice 
industry other than by just pbnt-breeding. 
I feel that Government h,ts not given that 
assistance to the rice industry which it 
should have done, and I was delighted 
ve�tercl,iv to hear the Dit-ectoi· of Acrricul-
J • 0 

ture say that it was necess,u·y to have a 
Plant Breeder. I think it is more neces
stii·y to h,we proper threshing machines, 
aud I hope to receive the support of the 
Government on this suggestion. 

Mr. ::lEAFORD : I think the hon. lVIem-

ber has not explained fully enough what 
he meai1s. Does he intend that Govern 
ment should pr.)Vide the m,Lchines and 
allow the rice growers to have them free, 
ot· that they should be for hire? It makes 
it very big cliffe!'ence. He says that Gov
ernment does not go far enough in order 
to ,tssist the rice iudustry. Government 
has itssi8ted by giving drainage, irrigittion 
Pllfl phu1ts. How fa1· does the hon . .Y!em
ber propose Government should go? I do 
not ,igree with him when he says that 
Gove1"11me11t has not given iissi8tance to 
the rice industry. I think Government 
has given every assistnnce to the industry. 
Government has employed a Deputy 
Director of Agriculture specially for the 
ri-:e industry. I understood hP. was an 
expert in rice and we were told it was his 
job t,o look after the rice industry. \Ve 
have several experts. Further, we have a 
Plant Breeder, so I do not think it is quite 
fair to say that no assi�tance has been 
given the m.:e industry. I do not think 
the hon. Member quite metmt that. I 
would like to know what he proposes about 
the threshers. Tf the farmers have to pay 
for them I am itfrnid a good many of them 
will not make use of the threshers. They 
will argue tlmt their bulls would not cost 
them any morn for mashing the rice. 

lYir. WALCOTT: Having a comwerci11l 
mind, I never thought for one moment 
that Govel'l1meut should give them the 
threshers free of cost. I thought my line 
of thought would have indicated that I 
me1u1t they l:lhould pay for them. I say 
they would find it cheaper to use a thresher 
than to use bulls even if the bulls were their 
own. I do not believe in gifts. Experi
ence has t,tught me that when a man pays 
for something he appreciates it better. 
They would pay a �utticieut amount for 
tl11·eshi11g to cover the cost oft.he machines 
iind of working tltum. It shoul:I I.le pro
perly worked on commercial lines, not on 
Government lines, ,md it would be actmtlly 
tLll ,Lsset to Government ,ind uot ,.i liability. 

.M:r. ELl�AZ.Ul: I 1im ,t little bit 
ttlllazed bec,uv;e the hon. Member is askin.g 
Government to do just the thiug Govern
rueut will not do. I lrnppen to know that 
the only people in the Colony who put 
their all in rice have got a mechanical 
thresher, a tractor for mechitnical plough
ing, lLncl a reaper, ,tnd after losing all their 
crops by the recent floods they went on 
again and lost thefr crnps through the 
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drought. I have been told that they are 
110w being sued by Government tlnough 
the Department of Lands and l\'lines for 
rent. I t'efct' to the people iu the Mahaica 
1ind .M:ahaicony creeks. They deserve 
consideration aud help, but that is 
what is happening. I think what the 
Hon. Mr. vVakott h,tti referred to is 
what the hite hon. Membel' for Dem. 
erarn Rivet· has been clamouri11g fol'
tlmt the people should be encouraged to 
get these meclmnica,l devices anrl should 
not pay duty 011 them. 1t should be the 
wo1·k of the District Commissionel's to 
encourage the people to get these thiug8. 
The machines should belong to Lhe people 
and Government should give a l'ebate of 
the duty on the petrul used. I do not 
think Government car1 embark on the 
purchase of those machines or even help 
the people with money to get them. 
Government should enquire whether it is 
tme that the farmers are being sued for 
1·ent. They need help aftet· losing two 
crops. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : I think the 
subject of the desirnbility of lrnving com
munity ploughing or threshing is well 
known to every 1tgl'iculturist, but how ca.n 
the people in Essequebo be expected to go 
in fut' community ploughing and other 
la.bout'-saving devices I do not know. I 
beg to differ from the Hon. Ml'. Seaford 
when he says that a lot has been done by 
Government for the 1·ice industry. I do 
not desire to throw any stones at Govern
ment. I am fully u.wMe that Government's 
intentions were excellent in many respect�, 
but to sa,y thu.t Government has done u. 
great lot for the l'ice industry is a trnvesty· 
of fact. The sum total of what Govern
ment has done for the ric,J inclust1·y, in niy 
opinion, is it:s effo1·ts in the dil'ection of 
improving the quality of our rice. I do 
not kuow if uLher Elected Members who 
rnpt'esent country constituencies are satis
fied u.nrl believe th,tt Government has 
done a, great lot for Lhe 1·ice industry, 
but I can say that as regards the 
constituency I represent Government 
has <lone nothing beyond its eflorts 
through the Department of Agriculture 
to improve the quality of rice. Can it 
he contended that Government has clone 
its duty towu.rds the Essequebo Coast and 
the ishinds of vVakcnaam and Leguan, but 
eispecially the Essequebo Coast, when the 
people have a yoke around their necks in 

the form of tremendous assess.ments for 
drainnge a.ncl sea defences? Let it not be 
fo,.gotten that the rice industry was built 
up by the East Indians without any help 
from Govemment. It is . a standing 
monument to their industry, thrift and 
coura.ge. I am iu no way trying to throw 
any blame on Your Excellency because, 
after all, it is only a ve1·y few months 
Your Excellency has been iidministcring 
the Government of this Colony, but I do 
say that your preclcocsso1·s, Oovernor::1 who 
have come and gone, have not done what 
they ought to have done for the rice 
industry of the Colony. I am sorry if it 
may seem ungracious of me to say so, but 
in my opinion it is the naked truth. 

Mr. SEAFORD : .May I be permitted 
to remind the hon. Membe1· of the cheap 
freight rates by ritil and by steamer? 

Mr. ELEAZAR: While on the question 
of Government help it is fair to let Govern. 
ment know of one or two things that are 
happening. Black people in the district 
of Eversham, on the Col'entyne Coast, rent 
lands from year to year from the Depart
ment of Lands and Mines at 20 cents per 
acl'e. '.l'hey would have had a splendid 
crop but for somebody's action in cutting 
the dam and flooding the place. I have 
been told that they have been notified by 
a certain otlicial th11t in future they will 
have to p11y $2 pet· acre instead of 20 cents. 
Tlmt is not helping them. Those are 
things GovPrnment should know; things 
which hamper the industry. 

Tr-rn CHAIRMAN: '.l'he matter will be 
looked in to. 

Mr. MULLIN (Commissioner of Lands 
and Mines) : The colledions of rents in 
districts i,; under the Di�trict Administra
tion SchP.me, and I do not know of the 
cases referred to by the hon. Member. 
The lands are inside the Springlands
Kilmarnock empoldet·. 

.Mr. ELEAZAR: No, just outside. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I will have the 
matter enquired into. 

Professor DA8H: I do not think it is 
genernlly recognised that in addition to 
the help Government !ms given to the rice 
industry, apart from the question of- staff, 
impl'Oved seed and the est,1blishrnent of 
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pureline padi farms and so on, the Imperial 
Government has been rather good to the 
indust1·y. It has .P�·ovided us with a very 
substantial sum running into five figures, 
in connection ·with experi-mental machinery, 
a rice mill, a Revolving FLmd and 
so on, and certainly a great deal of 
money has been spent in the last few 
years in connection with drainage to assist 
the rice industry. vVe all know to what 
extent rice produ<.:tion has increased as 
the result of those little schemes in 
various villages and dir;tricts which 
have helped to ensure a better water sup
ply. There is Rtill a.considerable amount 
of work to be done in that direction, and 
I only hope in coming years we may be 
able to extend our field of operations in 
that connection. Certainly sugar mid 
rice are the mainstay of our co,1sth1nds, 
and it is up to Government au<l the people 
of the Colony to devote their whole-heart
ed energies to those two crops. Every
thing else is bound to be subsidiary t18 for 
as one can se,· at the moment,. 

The Hon. M:r. Walcott ra,ised ;1 very 
interesting point, and I am glad he did. 
He referred to the question of improved 
threshing facilities. vVe have given a 
considerable amount of attention to that 
question. The whole problem is one of 
economics. We Jud . trial threshers 
given us. These machines were or fairly 
good type and fairly modern; 11 
smaller one we had loaned us by a 
local firm. Demonstrntions have been 
given, and we worked out the cost per bag, 
but unfortunately just when we were going 
very nicely with the demonstrntions an<l 
proving to the farmers the advantage of 
using threshers the low prices came in and 
mther upset-for the time being I hope
the idea of farmers using these threshers 
mo1·e and more. There is no doubt that 
what lVIr. Seaford s,1id is perfectly true. 
vVhere rice cultivators have their bulls 
and their families they are going to use 
them in preference to paying a fixed charge 
per bag out of their own pockets. 

.At the sa,me time rice cultivators com
plain that when they produce clean pt1di 
the millers do not give them any more for 
it. If landlords would give the fonuers 
an extra bonus for producing cleau pacli I 
am sure they would Ube threshers. It is ,1 
l'ather difficult thing to arrimge for and 
to say who is to be responsible for it. We 

have been working in conjunction with the 
agents ttnd doing wh11t we could to push their 
use, but [ would suggest that the easiest 
way to get them acquired would be for the 
landlord-millers to sta.rt it, and possibly 
Government will then come in either offer
ing a subsidy or assistance with cheap 
gasolene. Then there would be a respon
sible person to control the tenants and ,1ll 
the operations in the field, and so on. 
Tbi1t would be a for easier w11y of doing it. 
Communal 111,1chinery has been tried in a 
good nmny places, and it is ao easy job. 
I thr ,w out the suggestion that possibly 
the landlords and millers could come 
together, t1nd we might get mo1·e progress 
11mde in that dirnction. It is no good 
saying we have to have threshers when land
lords ,111d millers do not give that extra 
encourngemeu t for the production of clean 
padi. 

Reference was made by the hon. l\fomber 
foL· BL'rbice Rivet· to conditions in the 
creeks. Certt1inly that position h,-s beeu 
very bad. Those people have lost their 
crops but lrnve continued to carry on. 
That is one of the are,w which, when the 
question of relief came up, received the 
fullest consideration. .Au effort was um<le 
to replace stock :md to give them a:.. much 
seed p:1di ,1s we could. In tlrnt area rice 
is not planted in beds. It is all shied rice 
and there is no control of water. 'l'hey 
are taking ,1 haz<1rd from the beginning. 
I t1m fl)acl to have heard the views ex
prestiel I agree with the Hon. M:r. 
vV,tlcott tlmt we 8hould pres8 the question 
of these threshers. They will do a great 
cle,1l of good to the industry as ,1 whole. 

Mr. ELEAZA,R: I do not think the 
point [ have m,1de !ms been answered. I 
do not claim that Government must prn
vent wlmt h,1H been canied on as a g,1mble 
nil these ye,ws. vVlmt I am sayiug is th,tt 
we had two unprecedented occurrences, a 
flood followed i111medi,1tely by a drought 
and c,1using these people t.o lose evet·y
thing, while at the same time Government 
is pressing them for their rnnt. I a01 
suggesting that they should get some 
relief. .'l'o s,1y tlrnt t.hey knew they were 
planting at a lmz:trd i8 no auswer. 

1 tum I 28) -2 Ex>1miners ($480 to 
$624 by $48), $1,032. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I desire to t,1ke this 
opportunity to reply to the remarks of the 
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Dii,:ector The suggestion made by him 
that the landlord-millers should ,�cquire 
threshers and rent them, get a better 
qu:.lity of padi and p,,y the growers extra 
for it seems to me strnngc coming from 
hiru, because I thiuk Government owus the 
Bush Lot Settlement. I have been wonder
ing for a couple of yea1·s why Government 
has not acquired ti threshing machine for 
Bush Lot. 

Professor DASH: We have. 

i\l r. vVALCO'.L"r: Government hiu; 
acquired a toy, not a thresher. I have 
seen the mttchine down there, unless Gov
ernment hM acquire<:\ anot-her within the 
last 8 or 9 months. The machine T saw 
there early in l\'fa1·ch last year was com
parati vP-ly ,L toy. It could only deal with 
a very small quantity of pa-di in a day as 
compared with a modern up-to- date 
thresher. One can underst,ind that the 
operating cost of such a machine might 
create results suggested by the Hon. Mr. 
Seafo1·d, that the owners of bulls might 
find it cheaper to bull-mash the padi. 
The fact remains that if they use a really 
modern thresher the results would be 
bette1·. The Government can operate 
those machines, and I would suggest, if it 
is not too late now, that one be installed 
at Anna Regina to tlemonstl'ate to the 
l.i.ncllord-millers on the Cmist what can be
done. In that district to-day the l'ice is
hand beaten. I do not know how many thou
sand y• at·s B.C. we go back when we resort
to' that method, but it exists to-day :lt
Anna Regina, which· is a Government
owned concern, and which, as an example
to the other formel's, should be run 011 

really up-to-date lines. I am uot spe:,king
with any malice, but I think Govern
ment should set an example. I undel'stiu1d
that the Bush Lot Scheme hn.s been turned
over to priv:lte intel'est�.

Professor DASH : No. 

Mr. WALCOTT: In other words Gov
ernment has leased lots 1,t Bush Lot to 
someone else. The mill which has been 
given to the Colony by the Imperial Goi'
ernment is not opera.ting. It is a good 
mill and should be operatecl for the benefit 
of the people on the Scheme, instead of 
which the piidi that is grown 011 the 
SettlemPnt is transported to other mills on 
the Coast to be milled by private pro-

prietors. If Bush Lot is ever to be made 
a Htwcess-and I hope it will be-Govern
ment must either work it on proper up-to
date lines or close it down. Government 
must adopt these mecb�nical means that 
would cheapen the cost of producing the 
rice and rnn the Scheme as .a proper com
me1·cial venture. ]t is all right to say 
that these landlords-millers shoulq get 
these threshers, but many of them would 
like to lmve them but they have not the 
means to do so. I know of one proprietor 
in Essequebo who made application to 
Go,·et·nmP.nt to finance him to get a 
machine of that kind, but his request was 
turned down. He did not, ask for it as a 
gift. The machine would have remained 
the property of Government until he paid 
for it on the usual terms. His request 
was turned down. That is the kind of 
as1:,istance I think Government should 
grant to the rice industry. Government 
should help to finance the purchasing of 
these machines and let them remain the 
property of Govemment. In Water 'Street 
there is a hire-purchase system. 

The landlord-proprietors will see that 
they keep the padi threshed by the�e 
machines separately, and give the bene
fit of the better prices they would get 
from the rice obtained fro,u such padi 
to the farmers. Every landlord would 
wa,nt to retain his tenants, and the better 
price he gives them for the rice they pro
duce the more likely is he to retain them 
as tenants. The Department of Agricul
ture can do quite a lot in the way of 
educating not only the landlord-proprietor 
-they have helped him ,l lot, I say that
quite frankly-but they can help others,
and that shc,uld be their business. If
Govemment would finance some of these
men t0 bring threshers into the districts,
the Department of Agriculture, through
its district officers, can help bo educate
the farmers into the benefits they would
derive from the use of such machines.
They can spend the time, . because it is
Government's time, in proving to those
people in the various districts how it
would eheapen the cost, and they can prove
it honestly. No nepotism is necessary.

That is the kind of thing I would like 
to see the Dep:1rtment of Agriculture 
doing, and then it would be assisting the 
rice industry. The Department h·as 
helped the sugar industry and the rice 
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indu.itry, but it oan do much more in the 
way of assisting rice by utilising the ser
vices of the Agricultural Instructors am.l 
their Assistants in the way I suggest. 
For two days during the !'ea.ping of the 
crop one man might be put on that job. 
You can real' the c1·op quicker and get 
better returns in the shape of rice by the 
use of threshers. There is less loss in 
threshing, less breidrn,ge and much better 
quality of rice produced by the mills. 
Then the Government would be giving real 
assistance to that particular industry and 
the Colony generally would benefit. vVe 
would get a, better 1·eputation for rice and 
the farmers would Roon find out that their 
returns are better. I :im spe,iking from 
practical" cxpe1·ience. It is not an easy 
job. It has taken me yerirs to prove to 
the farmers 1Lt my place th,Lt it is in their 
inte1·est to use threshers. They rea.lise 
now that the additional price they get for 
their rice compensates them three times 
over for the cost of threshing by machines. 

.l\'Ir. SEAFORD: I have leMned quite n 
lot about rice in the last two thiys, but I 
have taken the trouble to get some infor
mation on ttmt. In view of wlrnt the hon. 
Member has just said a.bout their getting 
a better qutdity of rice, oue or two large 
rice dealers and growers with whom I dis
cussed the matter told me that no one here 
was going to spend any money in getting a 
better quality of l'ice because there is no 
market for a better quality of rice; the 
market is for No. 2 and No. 3 grndes, and 
that it is impoRsible fut· us to compete in 
any othel' market but Trinida.d 1Lnd other 
vVest Indian islands where the de111ancl is 
for the IO\\'er grades uf rice. 

Professor DASH: Give better rice at :� 
cheaper price. 

Mr. SEAFORD: No matter what the 
price we can neve1· compete \\'ith the better 
quality of rice from tho East in price, and 
I have beP11 told that by the Dii-ector of 
Agriculture. The people who grow rice 
realise that. I was rnther taken back bv 
the Hon. Ml'. vValcott's suggestio11 abou"t 
Government fu1a11cing Cl'rtai11 individu:ll�, 
for two rcasous. The fi1·st is tlmt Govern
ment has al ways been accused hel'e of not 
runninO' the ,df,Lirs of the Colony on busi
ness l�1eH. The majol"ity of "the people 
who wa11t assistance in these things are 
gentlemen \\'ith absolutely no financ!a.l 
stability at all. If they want fina11c1al 

backing for threshers they can get a, plenty 
oE it in the Colony if they have anything 
behind them. Would Government put up 
money without imy cha11ce of getting it 
back? If people give security they rnn get 
threshers or any other rice rnachinery 
they desire. We lmve heard that Govern
ment must not compete with private firms 
in this Colony, and hel'e you have a very 
practical case of Government competing. 
l know firms tlmt <lea.I in threshers imd
are prepiirecl to give those machines on
the hit-e-purclm8e system at ve1·y low
rntes, but they are careful to whom they
give them. If it is the desire that they
should be given to everybody, don't let us
accuse Government of unbusinesslike
methods.

lYir. BRASSCNG'l'ON : I would like to 
ask the Director to give the Council some 
inforn1ation in regard to the Govcrnment 
mill at Anna Regina. I expected quite a 
long speech about it, when it was put down 
with a flourish of trumpets, as tv what it 
was going to do. I tried to find out on 
my last vi,;it to the Coast wha.t was hap
pening. I do not think what r heard was 
relial.Jle, l.mL iL 8eems to me tha.t it Jrn,;; 
been a "w,tsh out." I would like to hea.r 
from the Di1·ector wlmt is being done. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: As the debate pro
ceeds one gets enlightened because the 
advocates of the Oep,irtruent a1·e now find
ing out tlmt the Department is noL giving 
what it ought to give. I understand that 
this bull-mashed p,Ldi is discoloured, but 
the people who do the work ,my tha.t is 
not correct, but that the grains ,ire iipt to 
break by the treridiug of the animals. 
The Hon. .l\'Ir. Seafonl argues ag:tin and 
sttys tha.t the people cmmot get any help 
frorn Government because they have no 
securit,y. If they Imel security would they 
want Government's help? They go to Gov
ernment bec,tusc vVater Street would not 
help them without socul'ity. It is evident 
that the 1·ice producPr is anxious to put 
the best article on the market. Ho dis
covers th,Lt I.Juli-mashing crushes his grain, 
;\ml he docs not get the first or second 
gl'ade. Ho therefore resorts to the ancient 
1uethod of beating whil'11 involves moro 
litbour but ensures him the first gmde. 
All these things arn brushed a.side by the 
Director who s,ws that the landlonls must 
provide the th1··Jshers. It is because the 
Department that costs the Colony $118,000 
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is not doing its work. The Department 
should be the p1·eacher of the goHpPl of 
progress to those people. 

Mr. SEAFORD: Self-help! (Laughter). 

Mr. ELEAZAR : Self-help is a good 
gospel if they get other help. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I would like to reply 
to the Hon. b'fr. Seafo1·d's rema1·ks in con
nection with there not being a market for 
a better quality of rice. He has missed 
the point. I mentioned yesterdfty that a 
better quality 1·ice could be produced ju&t 
as cheaply as a poor quality, and when we 
have a ma1·ket for the p<'ot· quality we 
would have a better rua1·ket for the better, 
which could he sold at the same price as 
the poor quality. If the facilities for 
II\aking the better quality are available, 
then the bette1· quality can be sold to 
compete with the poor quality rice that 
comes from elsewhere, with advantage to 
the Colony. 

With regard to my friend the hon. 
Member for Berbice River, I quite under
stand why he said yesterday that he did not 
know anything about it. He wits rather 
in a maze over it. The Director was quite 
right when he said that the use of the bull 
did not only break the grains but dis
colou1·ed the rice. rt doe::; both. 

I quite appreciate that the capitalist 
would prefer to have these. people coming 
to them for threshe1·s 01· wa.chiues of any 
kind, but the point is that the rice-p1·0-
ducing people have been wor·king under 
very gl'e,tt disadvantages for the last two 
01· three years, iu1d especiitlly the last two 
years. 1'hey h,we not the means of buy
ing a thresher from one of the huge firms, 
and, as a Member rightly said, if their 
financial standing is unquestionable they 
ca.n get a threshe1·. We admit that their 
financial standing is questionable because 
of the inroads made on their bank 
accounts dudng the last two or th1·ee 
yeaes, and these people are asking Govern
ment assistance to help them to pl'Oduce 
cheaper !'ice. I say it is good business 
for Government to do th1�t ; it is a 
duty that Government owes that indust1·y. 
The sugat' industry has !tsked help from 
Government and has repaid the money 
quite satisfactorily. If the necessity 
arises to-monow I would be the first to 
y9te for further help to tba,t industry. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I did not suggest that 
Government should not assist the rice 
industry. Nothing was further from my 
thoughts. I was only refreshing the hon. 
Member's memo1·y with regard to the fre
quent complaint that Government should 
conduct its business on businesslike lines. 

Mr. W ALCOT'.1' : l cannot see the 
difference. Govemment has also assisted 
the balata industry. There comes a time 
in the history of industries in all parts of 
the world when they need a little help. I 
do not say that Government should blindly 
thl'Ow away money on the rice industry, 
but I say that Government can, without 
any actual ultimate cost to itself, give a 
certain amount of assistance to the indus
try by helping the people to acquire these 
mechanical devices, either th1·01.:gh the 
landlo1·d-proprietors or on commllllal con
ditions. It is not only 1·ight but it is due 
to the industry. If we want to keep the 
industry alive and make it pl'Ogtess it is 
Government's bounden duty· to give 
assistance. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : It is rather 
refreshing to hear my friend the Hon. 
Mr. Walcott's remarks about Gov
ernment helping industries, because he 
has several times remarked about the 
sugftr indushy. Y ou1· Excellency is 
well aware that while the local Govern
ment would help and would do things 
they are vetoed on the othee side. 1 
venture to say that if Yout' Excellency 
was allowed a fre-1 hand in Essequebo the 
sugar industry there would not l:,e on the 
ve1·ge of extinction as it is. I have already 
thanked You1· Excelleucv in this Collllcil 
on behalf of the people ·of Essequebo for 
your tremendous efforts to improve con
ditions there, and especially to save the 
sugar indust1·y, so that it is rathe1· jarring 
on me when I hear the belief exp1·essed bv 
the Hon. Mr. Walcott as to what the 
Government would do. It is what the 
Colonia,l Office will do. In the heat of 
rlebates blame is repeatedly .thro,vn on the 
Heads of Departments when it does not 
lie at their door at all. I hope when the 
debate does take place as the result of the 
Commission Your Excellency has appointed 
with regard to Essequebo, that the Hon. 
Mr. Walcott will speak and will be as 
ready with his vote to a_ssist the sugar 
industry as he has expressed his willing
ness to do to-day. I repeat ruy request 
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tlmt the Direct<n~ of Ag,·iculture should 
ml�k_e some statement with reg,�nl to the 
mill at Anna Regina.. 

'Mr. AUSTIN: I am sorry that the 
Hon. Mr. Seaford has left the clrn.mber for 
the moment, but I think he will support 
the rem11rks I am going to nrn.ke in respect 
of cel'ta.in coromunic,ttions from the Colo
nial Secretary of Trinidad, Sir Selwyn 
Grier, with respe.it to the rice industry. 
But before I touch on that l should like 
to say that if any help is needed by the 
rice industry it must come from inside 
this Colony. vVe cannot expect it from 
the neighbouring Islands, from India or 
from. the shipping companies. 'l'he ship
ping companies, a.s Sir Selwyn GL'ier told 
us, bike rice to 'l'rinidfLd, Antigua, St. 
Lucia, Bitrbados and the.other Isl.mds at 
a freight whi<:h pmctically amouuts to 
dunµage freight. They put it on board at 
the c9st of loading and disch1.Ll'ging at the 
various ports, but they m:tke good with 
sugar bags, East Indi,ut foodstuffs, oils 
a.nd ot,het· things which allow them to 
quote" _;'c�eap rates of freight to those 
Islands, 'aud they are continuing to do so. 
There-,ha}f recently been brought into a 
certain ;pat't of India a, scheme whereby 
rice is being turned out by millions of 
pounds, and we Cturnot compete with tln1.t 
Indian pt'oducLion with the cheap bbour 
and cheap freight if we have to pay heavy 
duPs to Government here and to the 
Trinidad Government also. 

Sir S�liiyn Griet· told u8 when he came 
here that, oll-1.· rice is little used in 'l'riui
rlad. �• "'o/e are going to provide our 
people" ,vith cheap rice," he said, and we 
countet'ed i that by saying "How about 
yom· oil, lime and other things tlmt you 
send hers,?" He replied" That is tL matter 
of perfect i11difference to 'l'rinichtd. All 
we want is cheap foodstuffs for our people, 
and that we intend to get. '\.Ye ,tre not 
going to permit a1 1y increase or give you 
any preference whatsoever while we can 
get from Burma and othel' parts of India 
the cheap rice we are now getting." That 
i11clic!\tes that we 11.re not altngether in 
!\Ccord with our neighbours, either in 
Trinidad, B,trbados or other part1; of the 
Caribbean. We ttre a btrge Colouy and 
we should make them toe the line. vVe 
should make their schooners pay tonnage 
dues and Trinidad should be mttde to pay 
on such things ttS they market hem in 

order Lo counterbalance the. concessions 
which they deny U: Colony to which they 
export more th,tn. they import from. I 
know it is difficult fol· any Admi11isLrntio11· 
to suggest means by which Stich things 
might be properly regulat!'cl, but l am con
vinced, and J think ] ,tm right, thitt. this 
Colony docs not get a fair deal · fr@n:i. .. the 
neighbouring bl,mds who use tl)is Colony 
ns a dulllping ground for quite :a. lot of
their products. · · 

Mr. ELEAZAR: You _will remember how 
verv often T lmve sbtecl in this House 
tha"t the chea,p freight rntcs ·on l'ice 
from Burum anti other pitrts of Indin affect 
this Colony, and tlrnt alLhough rice from 
India takes six wc•cks to get to Trinidall 
tt is sold there cheape1· thau our rice which 
only t,tkes 36 hours. The people of 
T1·inirfad ,tre out to get their rice cheap, 
no matter from whei·e, and they do not 
care who is injut'('d. vVhitt has Govem
ment do11e to checkmate such a, thing? 
Government has created a, Rice Marketing 
Board to pr·event people going to Trinidad 
to sell their fice cheap, and Trinidad con
tinues to buy Indian rice. The people 
of this Colony 1ippcar t.o be withouL brains. 
If Government c1uu10t clc,tl with the ship
ping <:ompanies it should allow tfoe people 
to take their rice to Trinid,td and sell it 
as cheap as they c,m. T have been told 
over aud over a1-:ain by an E,Lst Indian rice 
miller, who is not a fool, that the Rice 
Marketing Board has ruim•cl l-he whole 
business. Tl'inidad is m,ing it ag,iinst 
the Colony. Thci r excusP is tlmt they 
cannot t,1.ke our rice ttll the time because 
when they w:int it tlwy 11111,)- not be able to 
get it. 

Mr. vV ALCOTT: When it comes to the 
question of marketing rice I am told that 
the Trinidad people have stated that, they 
would like to sec ,t single-seller estnblished. 
'l'hey would like to sec tho Rice M al'lrnt
ing Board, 01· some orgunis,ttion controlled 
by the Marketing Board, selling all the rice 
instead of having the sales in so many 
hiinds ,ts at p,·esent. If a single-seller 
could be establi�hed they would make a 
ck•finite agreement with this Colony to 
buy a certain pc1·centa,ge of thefr require
ments i:i British Guia.1111.. Thev would 
guarantee this Colony tt quota" of their 
requirnments, tine! a very substantial 
quota; in fact a larger quantity than they. 
would take from India. vVe cannot g�t 
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away from facts, and we must realise that 
if Trinidad or the West Indies had 
depended entirely on us for their rice sup
plies during the last 15 or 16 months they 
would have been in a pretty mess. vVe 
had. not the rice to give them .. vVe are not 
producing sufficient rice to supr-,ly the West 
Jnclia,n demand. Even in our boom year 
we did not produce sul:11cicnt rice to sup
ply all the West Indies,· including tbe 
French and Danish islands. Until we get 
to that point we must expect .. ]ndian rice 
to be taken by Trinidad, and we must face 
the world's market. 

The Ho11. l\l r. Austin talked ii.bout forc
ing Trinidad's hands to give us it special 
preference by putting a. specii1l duty on 
their gaRolene and lime, which iR reason
able. Many years ago I suggested that to 
Govemment mid we tried to do it, but the 
!mperial Govemment would not give us
permission to make a special agreement
with Trinida.d. It is commonsense to
understand that the Colonial Secretary of
Trinidad is not going to play the game for
British Guiana; he is going to do so for
the Colony to which he is attached. His
idea is the cheapest cost of liviug for
Trinichtd. ',Ve, on the other lmnd, J-mve
to think of our Colony, and if we cau do
anything to force Trinidad into giving us
a, reciprot:n.l preference it would be well,
but the hand we have to force is that of
the Secretary of State. He put the
" kibosh" on it the bst time; he told us
of the· Ottawtt Couferf'nce. Although the
Cairndian Treaty allow<'d UR to 1rntke inter
colonial contracts, the Ott,tw,t Co11ference
two yc:u·s ago prohibited it. .A� long a�
we arc going to borrow money from the
Tmperial Government we are going to be
in the position of having a boss aw,�y from
th_e Colony. A pauper cannot be indepen
dent. Tha.t is our unfortunate position
to-d:.1,y, and it is getting worse every day.

The hon. Member for '\Vestern Esse
quebo talked about responsibility. I never 
suggested that the responsibility waR with 
the local Govemment. If the Govel'li
ment is in London then the responsibility 
lies there. All this Government can do is 
to make recommendations. Thc1·efore 1 
was quite correct in saying it was the 
duty of Government to do nil it could, 
and its duty is to make recornmendations 
to the Secretary of State. The position 
will never. pe bette1' •.unle!!S ,ve wa!rn l!i 

serious effort, first of all, to try and pull 
together; not to help one industry �ut 
every industry we think will be a possible 
asset to the Colony, and to try to make 
our budget balance. We have a lot of 
"ists" in the Department of Agriculture. 
What I would like to see and. would 
willingly vote for is an Economist, not 
only for the Deptn-tment of Agriculture 
but for other Departments. 

Pl'Ofessor .DASH: We have travelled a 
long w,ty from threshers, but before reply. 
ing to the hon. Member for Western 
Essequebo I would like to say that the 
Hoo. Mr. Wa.lcott absolutely supports my 
contention th,Lt we have to go on improv
ing the quality of our -rice if we are to 
ret,tin our markets and quote reasonable 
prices, and he agrees with me that the 
best persons to handle communal threshers 
are the landlords. With regard to the 
rice mill at Anna Regina, it was given by 
the Colonial Development Committee for 
expt>rimental purposes primarilY,, and after
wards to be used, if necessary:-·in a ,,com
mercial way. Vie have been_ �xper-iment
ing with the pl'Orluction of white�rice in 
order to widen om· market, and 1 think 
those Members who have seen the whit�
rice turned out will appreciate that the
mill i� cn.p:•ble of turning out excellent

rice. The position of the white rice
market i� that it is much worse than the

parboiled rice market, aud, as the Hon. 
Mr. Vi',dcott pointed out, our' ''restricted 
supply during the past yea.rs . has not
permitted us to go furthe1;.__aficld. We 
are not actu,•lly producing it , at i;he

moment on account of _th,e .flood and 
Jrought hLst yea.r. Until the p.�sition clari
fies a bit I do not think we wot1ld be justi
fied in turning out white rice c6fume1·ciallv. 
The mill i,; funcbmentally sound aiid quite 
eapa,ble of trnining out ,L good grade white 
rice. 'vVe arc not running -it commercially 
at the moment. Any mill-owner o"i· land
lord, or any pet·son interested in rice in 
Essequebo, is quite ·at liberty to make 
application for the use of the mill at any 
time, and we would make suitable terms. 
vVe will continue to feel out the rn:wkets, 
but 11t the present moment the position is 
that we ha.ve not enough rice to fulfil our 
parboiled rice demands. vVe are trying 
out white rice with some of our new 
varieties. 

lYlr. BRASSTNGTON: What I woulcl 
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like to know is whether this mill is only 
capable of turning out white rice. 

Professor DASH : It will turn out 
parboiled rice, but there will have to be 
certain adjustments made in order to get 
the best returns. It is a n�w type of mill 
and no one has experience of it, therefore 
we have to feel our way as we go along. 

Mr. WALCOTT: We have excellent 
Engleberg hullers which turn out both 
kinds of rice. 

THE CHAIRMAN: We have had an 
excellent discussion. The question of 
assisting dee-growers with tlu·eshers a.II 
hinges on the general position of the rice 
industry, and I hope to have an opporl,u
nity of discussing it with the big people 
in the business. 

Item passed. 

Item 4-Libr!Ll·y and Publications, 
$1,670. 

]\fr. AUSTIN: The actual expenditure 
in 1

°

933 ,veis $949. I think the annual 
report of the Department is somewhat 
lengthy and might be reduce<l somewhat 
I think it might follow along the lines of 
other Departmental reports. 

Professor DA.SH: This itern does not 
include the printing of the Dep1u·trnent1d 
reports. The point about this is that 
the publication of the Journal was stopped 
as an economy measur1i, and we resumed 
publication last year. That is why the 
difference is shown as compiu·ed with 1933. 
We cut it down and Members asked Gov
ernment to resume publication of the 
Journal. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: What was the $949 
for in 1933? 

Professor DASH: The running of the 
Libra1·y and publications. Vve also pub
lished certain bulletins. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I was never in 
favour of the discontinuance of the J ou1·
nal, and I spoke very strongly against it. 
I have al ways read the Journal with great 
interest. It is a very valuable production 
and we ought to feel proud of it. No 
other place in the West Indies produces a 

better Agi-icultural Journal than this 
Colony. 

Item passed. 

Item 10-Provh,ion and Mainternince of 
Scientific Apparatus and Equipment, 
$1,750. 

Mr .. ELEAZAR : I move that the item 
be reduced to $1,000 unless it can be 
explained how is it that the Department 
wants the same sum that was voted last 
year. 

Professor DASH : You cannot have a 
scientific staff without regular provision 
of apparatus and maintenance of it, and 
also chemicals. When M1·. Stockdale was 
inquiring into the working of the Depart.
ment he commended us very highly on 
keeping this item so low. The expendi
ture in othe1· places is twice 01· thrice as 
much, and a comment like that coming 
from Mr. Stockdale is something that one 
appreciates. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: 'l'hat is not a very 
good reason. A gentleman comes from 
abroad and tells you that the amount is 
very small and you proceed to increase it. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The vote. includes 
the purchase of chemicals mid of appara
tus used in the laborntory. The hon. 
Member ai'ust realise that if it is a ques
tion of buying appa.rntus it would not be 
sufficient.. 

Item passed. 

Item 11.-Botanic Gardens, Mainten
ance of, $4,500. 

Mr. BRASS1NG1'ON: I feel I will get 
the support of Members if I move that 
this item be increased to $5,000. I think 
every Member of the Council and the 
people of the Colony generally hav_e 
nothing but praise for the way in which 
the Gardens a1·e kept, whatever criticisms 
we make as regards the Department of 
Agricultul'e. This is one of the few items 
on which we are spending less money 
to-day than we have spent for a nuil)ber 
of yea1·s. T think if we inc1·eased it by 
$500 it would be $500 well spent. 

Mr. CANNON: I do not know whether 
any support is necessary. The Oardens 
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are just on the borde1· of my constituency, 
but C would like to support the suggestion 
because I think it would be money well 
spent, and it can only be spent on labour. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I appreciate the 
hon. Member's recommendation that the 
vote be increased because, if I remember 
correctly, the vote for the upkeep of the 
Gardens was decreased a few years ago in 
view of the necessity for economy. We 
might very well need a little more now, 
and I think the money can be well speut. 
I am quite willing to accept the sugges -
tion that the item be incre!1fsed to $5,000. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : We might increase it 
a little bit more, The Garden in New 
Amsterdam was btken away, and I suppose 
the Director will say that Government has 
no money. I suggest that a small sum be 
added so as to allow the Garden in New 
Amsterdam to be resuscitated. It was 
demolished by the Director when he came 
to the Colony. 

Professo1· DASH : The matter· ci�me up 
last vear and it was felt that the Garden 
in N e"w Amsterdam came under the same 
category as the Municipal Garden in 
Georgetown, and that Government should 
divorce itself from it. Certainly no gar
den would be demolished by me; I am too 
fond of flowers, but we had very small Eup
port from New Amsterdam in connection 
with their Gardens. The hon. Member· brings 
up the question every year, and Govern
ment has taken it up with the New Ams
tenlam Town Council and asked them for 
a little assistance. vVe M'e quite prepared 
to give supervision if we can get any help 
from them, but they have shown no 
interest beyond making complaints. Never
theless, during last year something more 
w�s qone and a few more heds brnught 
into cultivation. I must impress upon 
the people in New Amsterdam that it is 
not sufficient merely to say that Govern
ment must do it; they must help us. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I certainly protest 
against that remark. On his arrival in 
the Colony and before he had even visited 
Berhiee, the Dfrector of Agriculture sug
gested that the Garden in New Amsterdam 
should be demolished and a lawn made. I 
protested and that year he did not 
succeed, but the next year he succeeded. 
Last year I protested to Sir Edward 

Denham, pointing out that in cases of 
death there were no flowers to be got for 
wre,•ths. The Govemor gave the assur
ance that the matter would be looked 
after. Previous to that, when the 
Governor was expected to visit Berbice an 
attempt was made to plant flowers. The 
suggestion that the Municipiility should 
help was made by the Municipality asking 
that Govemment should give them the 
money they asked for. Government said it 
could not give them. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : I h,.ve no doubt 
that the Director will be able to finrl some 
money out of t,he additional vote to help 
the Garden in New Amsterdam. 

Item increased to $5,000. 

ltem 12-Upkeep of Government Gar
dens and Grounds, $1,400. 

lVfr. CANNON: I wish to point out 
that the antidesma pest is getting beyond 
control, and I certainly think some provi
sion should be made on these estimates 
whereby the Director of Agriculture might 
attempt at any rate to sttimp it out. I 
refer particularly to the piec.e· of land at 
D'Urb:m Park adjoining the Botanic 
Gardens. I see very gre,it d,mge1· of its 
getting into the Gardens. If it gets there 
it is goodbye to the flowers. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think it should 
be made a separate item as special expen
diture. 

Professor DASH: It might be· put 
under item 21. 

Item 14-Experiment Stations-Dem
erarn, $6,000: Essequebo, $2,500: Ber
bicP, $1,500; North West District, $2,756, 
$12,756. 

.\ r. ELEAZAR : I would like to get 
some explanation of this it.em. 'rl1e 
explanatory note says:-" Reduced by the 
equivalent of wages of Agricultural 
Instructor-See Sub-head 1, (18)." 

Professor DASH: vVe have advanced 
a foreman who used to be p,Lid his 
weekly wage from one of these votes. We 
have simply reduced the vote uncle!' this 
particular Head in order to make his pay 
a little more substantial. 

Item passed. 
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Item 16-Livestock-Purchase and Main
tena.nce of, $5,375. 

Mr. CANNON : I would like to be told 
whether the vote of $5,375 was expended 
last year, and the number of animals. 

Professor DASH : It will be expended. 
We htwe imported more animals and 
establlshed a Livestock Centre at Leguan. 
There will be practically no saving. 

Mr. CANNON : I take it that a formal 
question will obtain what I want. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I take this oppor
tunity of suggesting once more the advisa
bility of Government establishing a stock 
farm. Government has an excellent officer, 
a man whom we all appreciate, and here is 
a high-class man attending to a few cows, 
pigs and chickens. It i8 ridiculous. I 
believe he feels the necessity of doing more. 
He told me indirectly that he would be of 
much more value to the Colony if he were 
given the opportunity of running a stock 
�arm. There is a stock farm in Trinidad 
which is a credit to that Colony. It is a 
revenue-earning Department which saves 
the Government of Tt·inidad a consider
able sum of money every year by supply
�ng milk and other things to the institu
tions. The sooner this Government 
raalises that the establishment of a 
Government Stock Fa.1·m would he an asset 
to the Colony the better. We have been 
told that we do not make helpful sugges
tions. Government would stwe a consider
able sum of money every year if it miide 
full use of this officer's se1·vices by acquir
ing land and establishing a stock fal'm. 
Tt is several years since T first made the 
suggestion, but uo notice has been taken of 
it. By investing $75,000 Govemment 
would save between $20,000 and $25,000. 

Mr. CANNON: I do not wish to sup
port my friend with figures because I have 
not go�e into them, but I do wish to 
assocjate myself with the remarks he has 
made about the necessity for a Govern
ment Stock Farm. I may tell you that 
our late Governor invited me to be associa
ted with a small Committee. Committees 
a,re things I have no use for, and why I 
consented I do not know. My report has 
been sent in, but I have not even been 
thanked. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I would like to support 

the suggestion. I was told not very long 
ago by a very responsible Government 
officer that Government could have had all 
the horses it required if it had a stock 
farm. 

Pt·ofessor DASH: I think we all appre
ciate the remarks of the hon. Member 
about the stock farm. In the re-organisa
tion scheme I drew up I made a strong bid 
for a stock farm. The matter has been 
under consideration sin�e then and Sir 
Edward Denhiim was very anxious to have 
it. One or two Committees StLt on it, and 
the question of the site, cost and every
thing were very carefully gone into. The 
whole matter then turned on the question 
of expenditu1·e, whether we could afford 
the ca.pital involved :mcl so on. The Hon. 
Mr. Walcott said we could make money 
out of milk, but it must not be forgotten 
that we are going to put out of commission 
a hirge number of East Indians who are 
making :i living out of that industry, and 
the question is whether a stock farm would 
be able to compete with them. I am not 
saying that against the farm, which l think 
would be useful. The matter was put to 
the Secretary of State who said he was 
unable at the· moment to help in respect of 
the financial commitments. 

The Committee adjourned for the lun-
cheon recess. 

Professor DASH: When the Com-
mittee adjourned I was explaining that 
we had gone into the question of a 
stock farm but th,Lt the Secretary of State 
found th1�t he was unable to give us the 
ca.pital expenditure. On further represen
tations he agreed t.o f,ive us a Revolving 
Fund-I think it is £1,500-to enable 
us to purchase pure-bred bulls which 
would be aviiilable for livestock ranchers 
and others who wanted their services. 
That mat·ked a step forward in our 
efforts to do something for the beef 
industry. That iB it thing we have 
heen working up in a smitll way at 
the Government Stock Farm, and with a 
considerable measure of success, as hon.

Members know, with the class of animal 
now being used in the couutry for milk 
production. vVbile we have not a large farm 
we have been able to show some progress 
as regards out· dairy cattle. 

Mr. CANNON : The Director 1·efened 
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to a. Government Stock F,LL·m. ·where is 
it? 

Professor DASH : I said Farm for the 
want of a bettet' term. It is a Farni of 
limited size where we have about a dozen 
bulls, ·a number of pure-bred pigs, seve1·al 
pens of poultry and small stock. 

Mi:. CANNON : Where is it ? 

Professor DASH : At the back of 
D'U rban Park adjoining the Experiment 
Station. Some of the animals are stationed 
in the country. We have not been able to 
do very much in the way of beef bulls with 
this vote. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : r am glad to be 
able to say of my own knowledge that the 
pig industry has benefited tremendously 
by the importation of the pedigree boars · 
and sows. 

Item passed. 

Item 17-Grnnts in tticl of �gricultuml 
Associations, Exhibition:; and Corupeti
tions, $1,000. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : I believe we f1t·e 
going to have an Exhibition this ye.tr, 
and that the Committee that was appointed 
early last yettt· has held severnl meet
ings. I happen to be· a member of 
the Committee which made strong repre
sentation� to Your Excellency that Gov
ernment's contl"ibution to the contem
plated Exhibition was totally inadequate. 
We pared clown the prize list as much as 
po5sible without making it a farce to 
offer prizes, and we ,1lso did our best in 
order to get subscriptions towards the 
Exhibition. I ,1sk if it is not possible for 
Government to give it larget· contribution. 
It is something which I think is going to 
benefit the Colony. It is a number of 
years since we ha.ve had such an Exhibi
tion in Georgetown. We do not expect it 
to be an Exhibition run entirely by the 
Government with regard to fimu1ces.j I 
t·emember that Government formerly gave 
a Cup for racing. That has been d1lop
J;>ed. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I have hitd a lot to 
.do with those Shows in the past. The 
Agricultural Societies got a bonus from 
the Department of Agl'iculture, a.nd I 
think they got altogethe1· much more than 
$1,000. So that if there is to be a large 
Exhibition in Georgetown this year, and 

it is the intention of Government to assist, 
the Director should address his mind to 
that, or when the time comes he will have 
to get a supplementa.ry vote. 

Professor DASH: As the hon. Member 
for Western Essequebo has pointed out, 
we had a great deal of trouble when this 
Exhibition was first mooted, because of 
the fact that we did not see our way to 
get the funds. Government said there were 
no funds available and we appreciated that 
at the time. Nevertheless, a great deal of 
time wtts given to the consideration of 
every detail in respect of the proposed Ex
hibition which would have involved almost 
every activity of agriculture and handicraft. 
The discussion kept on until finally there 
was no wav out of it, and l made the 
suggestion that I would endeavour last 
year to run a purely Agricultural Exhibi
tion, and to 1·un it as far as I could on 
what votes we had, endeavouring to get 
prizes and donations from some of the 
firms interested, and when the gate receipts 
were thrown in a.n account would be pre
sented, and if there was any difference it 
could be made good. Sir Ed ward Denham 
readily accepted tlmt proposal, and 
tliose are the lines along which we a1·e 
working at the moment. It i& rather a 
difficult matter to say off-lrnnd just how 
much would be required, but the Board of 
Agriculture will meet shortly. We have a 
catalogue of exhibits practically in readi
ness, and we w,111t to get it out right away 
and distribute it. I suggest that we 
should continue on those lines and at the 
end we will be able to 8ee what the total 
cost will be, and if there is any differ
ence we could ask the Council to meet it. 
If that is the wish of the Council we can 
continue to work on those lines. 

Mr. CANNON: I wish to throw in my 
lot with the suggestion that if there is to 
be an Exhibition it should be an Exhibi
tion and not a farce. I am not in a posi
tion to say how much it will take to run 
an Exhibition, but I am satisfied that 
$1,000 is not going to do it. [ am not 
enamoured with the method suggested by 
the Director of Agriculture because, as I 
have said before, this is our chance to 
take all we can get. It may be that by 
the time the Exhibition is held and we 
discover that we wt1nt £500 more, our 
god-fathers in Engh111d will have arrived 
at their senses and may say we must not 
h'Lve any more money. I am urging that 
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we vote a sum that is likely to make the 
Kxhibition a success. I do not like to see 
the entrance fees made so high as to con
template paying the expenses out of the 
proceeds. People cannot afford to pay 
much to go in. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I have some experi
ence of Shows, and I can say that this 
sum is a bag,itelle for a Colony Sl1ow. I 
do not think the Colony can go begging 
Water Street for donations. I suggest 
that the amount be increased to $2,500. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I would like to be 
able to accept the hon. Member's recom
mendation in this connection, but we have 
already added something to this vote, and 
we propose to add $1,000 for a very useful 
object. It is better that this matter 
should miit until we 11i·e nearer the time. 
I am hoping that a certain ,1mount of the 
expenditure will be covered by vol'untary 
subscription, and until Government knows 
what the cost will be I think it is better 
tlrnt the item remain as it is. I am sure 
there will be more money foi·thcoming 
later if it is necessary. 1 do not think it 
is justifiable to increase this item. 

Item passed as printed. 

Item 21-Phint Pests Preventive 
�easures, $300. 

Mr. CANNON : I suggest that this 
item be increased to $1,300. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item 2 3-Soil Surveys, $-!00, 

Mr. ELEAZAR : What are these soil 
surveys? 

THE CHAIRMAN : Very vtiluablc 
work. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : Only diticoverecl this 
year? 

Professor DASH : It used to be under 
Special Expenditure. 

Item 26-Travelling Rxpenses of 
Colony's Representative at the Third 
International Congress of Soil Science, 
$216. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I move that this item 
be struck out. There is no country in 
the \Vest Indies where soil conditions are 

the same ,is in British Guiana. In Trini
dad the difficulty is to keep water on the 
surface of the soil. Hern it is difficult to 
keep it off the land. Although it is only 
a small sum it is only a holiday for some 
body. 

Professor DASH: This is not a West 
Indian Conference; it is a Congress that is 
held periodic,illy in England. We all 
!,now what ,i tremendous amount of 
importance has been attached in recent 
years to soil smvey work, and the idea of 
this Congress is that soil workers from all 
parts of the Empire and also foreign 
workers should meet and discuss theit
problems and share one another's views so 
that they may become more enlightened. 
The information they get must naturally 
be of tremendous henefit to them in their 
respective Colonies. This sum is not for 
paying any officer's pass,1ge but merely for 
travelling while attending the Congref!s 
and incidental expenses. The officer will 
be on leave at the time, and a certain 
amount of travelling and visiting of soil 
ins ti tu tions and research stations will 
be undertaken. It has been urged on us 
by the authorities in England, and I cer
tainly recommend it very fully in view of 
the importance of our soil survey work 
here. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: When I go on holiday 
I have to pay out of my own pocket, and I 
take care to visit Law Courts, Legislative 
Councils and schools, and I see everything 
I can possibly see at my own expense. 
When Government officers go on leave and 
get education which would be of benefit to 
them why �houldn't they pay their travel
ling? The reason given is not good 
enough. 

M.r. AUST.TN: Ma,y I suggest that the
officei· referred to by the Director put in 
an honour certificate for the amount he 
spends in connection with his visits to the 
various institutions, and that the mattet· 
be dealt with on Supplementary Esti 
mate? 

Mr. CANNON: It is very risky to give 
him an open cheque. (Laughter). 

Professor DASH : This estimate ha.a 

been supplied to us by the Secretary of 
State showing what it would cost. If tha 
money is not needed it will not b11 

expended. 
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Mr. AUSTIN: That is all the more 
reason why the officer should put in au 
honour certificate and he would be refunded 
what he has spent. 

Item passed. 

EAST COAST SEA DEFENCES. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I ask your pP.rmis
sion, sir, to refer to a matter of grave 
importance. I read something vet·y dis
concerting in The " Daily Argosy " this 
rooming. The report states :-

" A few yards of the 11xtrewe western end of 
the recently reconstructed concrete wall stretch
ing iu sections from Annandale west ho Buxton 
has been partly demolished by the pounding: of 
the waves." 

I gather that the new wall at N og Eens 
has been partly demolished by the waves 
this spring tide. If that is not cause for 
grave alarm I do not know what is. Gov
ernment was warned in this Council two 
months ago that this wall would last only 
six months, but within three months it 
has heen partly demolished. I think Gov
ernment would have very good reason to 
have an inquiry held, perhaps by the Sea 
Defence Board itself. Government seems 
not to have taken any heed of the com
plaints. l t seems that something is 
radically wrong. 

Professor DASH: Before the Director 
of Public W 01·ks replies I would like to 
cxteud a hearty welcome to Members of 
the Council who may be in Georgetown 
during the next few days to visit the new 
headquarters of the Departm1tnt of 
Agriculture. I think there 'will be things 
of interest for them to see if they can find 
the time. 

Major CRAIG (Director of Public 
Works): The reference of the hon. Mem
be1· to the paragrnph in the " Argosy" is 
a case, I think, of a little knowledge being 
a dangerous thing. I saw the paragrnph 
and rnther wondered at the origin of it. 
I may st,1te that the piece of wall that has 
collapsed is an old section of wall which 
was under-pinned in an effort to save it, 
but owing to the erosion and the heavy 
wave action that piece of wall was aban
doned, and on Monday it was completely 
cut off on my instructions and allowed to 
collapse. That is the bottom of the 
story that our hon. friend has so gra
phically described as beinga wanton w1�ste. 

THE CHAIRMAN : J would suggest to 
the hon. Member that before he causes 
anxiety he should ask questions about 
these things. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I only saw it in the 
newspaper and I drew attention to it. 

Major CRAIG: I suggest that the hon. 
Member visit the site. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: T have been there 
once or twice and given advice, but it was 
not taken. (Laughter·). 

GovERNMEN'f ANALYS'1'
1

S DEPARTMENT, 

Item la-Government Analyst ($3,600), 
$3,600. 

l\fr. AUSfIN: As regards a reduction 
uf the charge for the testing of sugar 
Your Excellency promised to go into the 
matter, but there has been no reduction 
made and I feel sure that this Department 
is losing revenue by the very heavy charge 
insisted upon. The testing of these 
samples compares very favourably with 
the results from Ca,nadian and London 
refiners, and is most useful to the estates 
in this Colony, but the charge of $1.20 fot· 
one sample is extraordinarily high. The 
result is that we only send . samples when 
our chemist is somewhat doubtful as to 
whethet· they should be tested or not, and 
instead of half a dozen per week we send 
about one a fortnight. Your Excellency 
promised some time ago to go into the 
matte1·. I do not think it costs very much 
as the container is supplied by the estate, 
and if a reasonable charge of say half a 
crown is made the estates would send 
more samples and more revenue would be 
available to the Department. 

THE COLONfAL SECRETARY (Mr. 
P. W. King): This matter was raiserl 
about fout· or five months ago and brought 
before the Governor in Council. I am 
informed by the Analyst that the fee of 
$1.20 is not an excessive one. These tests 
take time. A certain amount of chemicals 
and expensive apparatus have to be used. 
I daresay the matter will be reconsidered, 
but I do not know whether there will be 
any better results. 

ML SEAFORD : What test is the 
Analyst refen-ing to in this case, polarisa
tion? The actual t-est of sugar does not 
take two mir:iuteR, and the quantity of 
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chemicals used does not cost more than 
two cents. 

Mr. AUSTlN: When the fee went to 
the officer doing the test it w,ts half what 
it is now, but when Government took the 
fee away from the Analyst it was raised by 
100 per cent. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: When milk sitmples 
,tre bken for the purpose of bringing cases 
the defend,tnts are made to pay the 
Analyst's fee. The fee of 90 cents for 
analysing a pint of milk is excessive. 

'.rHE CHAIRMAN: I will look into 
the matter again. I am not quite sure 
what the position is, whether it has been 
reduced or increased. 

Item passed. 

Item lei-Laboratory Assist,int ($480 
by $48 to $960), $480. 

l\fr. ELEAZAR: I think something 
might be done here. I do not know this 
officer at all. I understand he is a Science 
scholar who was taken on as a prob,itioner, 
and after six years he i� now gettin� $480. 
I observe that he has to work 10 years 
more before he gets $80 per month. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I happen to know 
the youngster, and I think 1 am right in 
saying that at the present moment he is 
also doing analytical work. My informa
tion is that he got that ;ippointment by 
reason of his qualification, and that if he 
did not have that qualification he would 
not have obtained it. Although he has 
been there six years he is drawing the 
minimum salary while in other cases when 
a new post is created the otlicer starts 
with two years' increments. In this case 
the officer is not on the Fixed Est11blish
ment after six'. years' servil:e in a scientific 
post. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : 'l'he 
officer was classed before this vear as a 
Clerical Assistant drawing $30 per month. 
Therefore by putting him at $480 we 
have given him an increase of $10 per 
month on his salary which he had been 
pressing for for 1;ome time. 'Ne had to 
create a special post for him. If he had 
remained in the clerical position he would 
have had to wait a long time. I have had 
one in my office who waited eight yeiirs for 

promotion. The only thing to do is to 
put some moL·e people at the top and then 
we would be able to promote some people 
more rapidly. I understand from the 
Analyst that he has no qualification but 
only experience in the particular post. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I think the Colonial 
.Secretary has sti-engthened our· case when 
he said that this post wa,s created and the 
officer was given an increase of $10 per 
month which he had been clamouring for 
fol' it long time. It seems to me that he 
should have had it long ago, and if that is 
so there is justification in asking for some 
further considerntion. I know he has not 
got any service but he was ,t Science 
scholar. 

Item passed. 

Item 5-Gas and Electrical heating, 
$270. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
move that this item be increased to $300. 
It is proposed to get an electric refrigera
tor which is ii very necessary apparatus. 
In addition the Depar·troent supplies the 
Post Ott:ice with distilled water. 'l'here 
has been ,1 lot of corresp ondence over 
tlmt, and if we are to continue to do it 
it will mean increased cost of electric heat
ing. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

MILITIA. 

Item lb-Arms Cleaners (1 at $360; 1 
at $270; 1 at $216), $846. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETAl{Y: I beg 
to move Lhat this item be amended to 
read ;is follows :-

. lb--Arms Cleaners (1 at $360; 1 at 
$300; 1 at lji216), $876. 

question put, and agreed to. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 
to move th_e insertion of the following new 
item:-

16-Purclmse of a Lawn Mower, $500.

The· mo wet· i� required for keeping the 
Parade Ground at l!:ve Leary in -order. 
Hon. Members will itppreciate the condi
tion in which the ground has been kept 
during the last few years. It has certainly 
improved he,ilth conditions in that part of 
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the City. The htwn mower-, which is 9 
years old, hm; :::ollapsed. The order will 
not be placed through the Crown Agents 
but with a local finn. (La,ughte1-). 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item 17ct-Bamlmaster, $1,680. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I have been looking 
through these estimates but I do not see 
the small sum of $180 which used to be 
given to the Band in New Amsterdam. 
At first it was an ordinary drum and fife 
Band, but as the result of private subscrip
tio11 it is now a brass Band. Before the 
Band was established the .Militia men 
went on route marches through the town 
whistling, which was a farce.· It seems to 
me that everything for New Amsterdam 
has to be begged for. We have to resort 
to P<:inful extraction. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I am not quite sure 
about it but I will have the matter looked 
into. I think the vote referred to by the 
hon. Member was for music and instru
ments for the Band in New Amsterdam. 
Th1Lt has now been absorbed in item 20 
which has . been increased from $50 to 
$500. If the Band had it last year it will 
have it this year. 

Mr. CANNON: When are we going to 
get a new Bandmaster? 

'l'HE CHAIRMAN: We have had appli
cations, but we have not yet heard who 
has bee11 chosen. 

Tm COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 
to move the insertion of the following 
item:-

23-Passages to Colony of Bandm:i.ster
and family, $500. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

PENSIONS AND GRA'fUITIES. 

Mr. McDA VID (Colonial Treasurer): I 
beg to move the insertion of the following 
item:-

14--Gmtuity to Miss M. Hamer, Un 
certificated Assistant Teacher, $120. 

This teacher has served over 26 year.� 
and has been found by the Medical Board 
to be unfit for further service. She is not 
entitled by law to any gratuity, but it has 

been decided to give her· if the Council will 
a.pprove of it.

Question put, and agreed to·

SUBVENTIONS, ETC., MUNICJPJI.L. 

Item I-Estimated rates on Governmertt 
Prope1·ty, $53,595. 

TBE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I beg 
to move tlmt this item be increased to 
$56,383. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item 3-Contl'ibution towards mafote 
nance of Roads and Streets, $20,000. 

Mr. WIGHT: I ask that this item be 
increased to $55,000 in view of the fact 
that Government collects all the licences 
for vehicular traffic on the roads, which it 
is not entitled to. It is a matter of grave 
importance and I am very serious about it. 
If I were in the chair as Mayor I would 
leave the roads of the City to be main
tained bv Government if Government did 
not inCl'e.:i.se its subvention. It might be 
said that the Municipality would not be 
doing its duty, but it is an important 
lPgal question. 

Tm, CHAIRMAN : Representations 
have been made to the Secretary of State 
in this and other matters connected with 
Lhe Municipality, and the time has now 
an-ived when Government considers that 
some addition should be made to the sub
vention to the Municipality. The matter 
is now under consideration. 

Item passed. 

Item 9-Moiety of cost of maintenance 
of Roa.ds ,ind Streets, $5,200. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I ask Government to 
consider New Amstenfam a.s well. Gov
ernment gets all the licences from the 
'buses, especially those with double rear 
wheels, which play havoc with the roads. 
The New Amsterdam Town Council can 
only spend a very sm:i.11 sum on the upkeep 
of its roads because of its limited finances. 
Government takes all the licences and con
tl'ibutes half of the cost of m:i.intaining 
the 1·oads. Government can collect all the 
licences but it should give us a little more 
for the upkeep of the r-oads. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I am quite certain 
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that Government will not be allowed to 
neglect New Amsterdam. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I am glad to learn 
that double wheels do more damage to the 
roads than single ones. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: They do not save the 
New Amsterdam roads. 

Item passed. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I beg 
to move the insertion of the following 
item:-

11-Contrioution towards the Imperial
Agricultural Bureau and the J mperial 
Economic and Shipping Committee, $528. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item 20-Recruitment and Training of 
Officers for Colonial Agricultural Depart
ments, $452. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : As 
the result of the motion passed by the 
Council yesterd,iy, I beg to move that this 
item be increased to $759. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
Item 2-Public Printing, regulated by 

Contract, $30,500. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
move that this item be cttl'l'ied out at 
$36,000. The Printing Contract expired 

· at the end of last vea1· and new tenders
,�ere called for. Opportunity was taken
to include in the call for tenders the print
ing of the Debates of the Council and
other small matters which were covered
last year to the extent of $31,::i0O. 'When
we called for tenders only one tender was
received, and that for $36,000, and
Government had no option but to accept
it.

Mr. AUS'rIN: It is scandalous, appall
ing. I did not realise that it would be 
increased at all. I thought it might be 
reduced, and it should be reduced. I wish 
to refer to two matters, and Item 
14 might be considered ,1s well. I 
looked through the O.fficicil Gazette
published in October 01· November and 
there were two items which caught 
my eyes more particularly. One was the 

publication of a list of the officials of the 
Colony which cost $800. Is it necessai·y 
to have a list of the officials of the Colony 
published in these particularly hard times? 
The Reports issued by the various Depart
ments are too elaborate and fat· too 
expensive for this Colony which, as the 
hon. Memter for Georgetown North has 
often said, is on the dole. vVe have far 
too many of these documents duplicated, 
and they become, so far as I am co,ncerned, 
waste paper. My breath was taken away 
when I beard that another $6,000 was to 
be added to this heavy vote. We an1 
bound to pass it, but the sooner Govern
ment adopts the suggestion made some four 
or five years ago of establishing a Govern
ment Pl'intery the better. 

Mr. SEAFORD: Did I understand the 
Colonial Secretary to say that it was the 
only tender and Government had no 
option'? Tf the only tender was for 
$100,000 what would Government have 
done in the matter ? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
might explain that the tender is on a 
slightly diffe1·ent basis because it includes 
overtime which we had to pay for rush 
work, such 11s the printing of the minutes 
of the Council which has to be done ovet·
night. There has been an actual increase 
not of $6,000 because other things have 
been included besides overtime. I think 
we paid $31,000 last year. The printing 
of the Civil Service List is a sma,ll matter 
costing about $500. '!'he printing of 
Regulations is also a minor miLtter. With 
regard to the printing of Repor·ts I do 
not think we would save very much by 
curtailing them. '!'he largest items are 
the printing of the Debates of the Council, 
legislation and Ordinances. vVe have 
received one tender aud we have to carry 
on. Even if we do start a Government 
Printery it would not help us now. vVe 
had to accept the tender. I do uot think 
we would save very much. '!'he matte,· 
was gone into very carefully by a Com
mittee that sat ,Lnd so fat· as l am aware 
the Depa1·tment11l Reports have been con
siderably CUL'tailecl in recent years. 
Instructions have been issued to that effect, 
but some of them require long tables to 
be attached in order to be of any value. 

M1·. SEAFORD: I take it that Gov
ernment has entered into the contract. J 
would like to know for how long. 
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THE CHAIRMAN: The term of the 
contract is five years, and Government can 
give three months notice of cancellation 
at any time. 

Mr. AUST.TN: Even then the Com
mittee considered $30,000 far too high. 
It takes my breath away to have this 
thing thrust upon us. I do not know that 
we can afford to add $5,500 to the cost of 
printing. It is a colossal sum. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I do not wish to 
cause unnecessary alarm, but Government 
was very concerned at this sudden rise in 
the Printing Contract although certain 
things are included in it. There is no 
doubt that the time will come when 
Government will have seriouslv to consider 
the establishment of a Goven;ment print
ing office. We have gone into the matter 
and I feel we can save a considerable sum 
of money by doing so, but the time has 
not yet arrived. The matter will be very 
thoroughly gone into in the light of this 
sudden demand _and the fact of only receiv
ing one tender. 

Mr. SMELLIE: When the contract 
expires again we should be afforded more 
time to consider the tender whether it is 
one or more. On this occasion there was 
no time at all. Uovernment had a pistol 
held at its head and had to accept the 
tender. We should have had at least six 
or 12 months to consider· the contract. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Does the contract 
include the pi'inting of Departmental 
Reports? 

THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, all Reports. 

M1·. ELEAZAR: Depa1·tmental Reports 
for l 93� were issued in July or August, 
1934. I do not know what use they are. 
It seems to be that it is done purposely 
by all the Departments. 

Mr. WIGHT: Perhaps you will allow 
me, sir, to make a few remarks, which may 
be considered bad form on my part. It hap
pens that I am Chairman of" The Argosy" 
Co. who are the contractors. I am highly 
amused. It is just what I hi.ve always 
!'.aid here-everybody dabbling into some
thing that they know absolutely nothing 
about. Jf it is considered such a remu
nerative contract why doesn't somebody 
else come forward? It has never paid 

"The A1·gosy" Co. a ha'penny profit. We· 
expect to make something. The outlay is 
fat· too much. \Ve :l.L'c pedeetly willing 
to sell Government the plant. We distri -
bute between $60,000 and $70,000 a year 
in labour. We do not get anything in 
duty free, and we have a lot of tl'Ouble 
with the Customs. Government used to 
pn.y the " Chl'Onicle" sepa.ra,tely for print
ing the Debates but they could not do it 
and Government had to go back to "The 
Argosy." As regards the esta,blishment 
of a Government printcry there is one 
person who would bP. delighted in seeing 
that. Government will find that it cannot 
do it. 

Question put, and a.greed to. 

Item 6-Hindi ExamimLtion�, $70. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
move that the item be increased l,o $100 
in order to pay the fees of the examiners. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item 21-Printing B.G. Civil Service 
List, $5. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that this item be deleted. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item 25-Crown Agents charges on 
l'itore purchases. (including commission, 
inspection and marine insurance), $5,000. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I ask that this item 
be a,llowed to stand ove1· in vie,v of my 
motion dealing with supplies through the 
Crown Agents. 

THE CHAIRMAN : There is no 1·e11son 
why the item should not be passed. 1'he 
debate will take place on the hon. Mem
ber's motion. 

Mr. DE AGUrAR: I see there has been 
,111 enormous increase. 

Item passed. 

Item 29-Expenses in connexion with 
the celebrntion in the Colony to com
memorate the twent,y-fifth anniversary of 
His Majesty's accession to the Throne, 
$2,4:00. 

Mr. CANNON : Has Government any 
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i<lea of what it exped,; to get for $2,400. 
It seems to me it is 011ly playing with the 
situation. vVby not put a sum on the 
estimate that will give some result? 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I would like to sup
poi·t that. There ,we some Membel's here 
who must have some recollection of the 
Queen's Diamond Jubilee. The Geol'ge
town Municipality alone will put that sum 
on its estimates. If Government is going 
to do anything it should do it properly. 
Govemment will have to give the Village 
Councils some money to deuomte the 
villages. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I remember 1897 and 
tha.t the greater portion of the decorations 
wns done by private cntel'prise. No phtce 
will rejoice mol'e tlrnn this Colony, but it 
boils down to this: whe1·., are we going to 
get the money? When we met to go into 
the Estimates we found that they were 
increased. In this case the only reason 
why more money is wanted is to make 
more of a show. I do not, think we need 
cany our loyalty on our coat sleeves. 
'Ne have to cut our coats according to ou1· 
cloth. We do it with just the same sin
cerity as any othe1· Colony which can 
better afford it. 

THE CHAIRMAN : I may say that 
when we received the tlespatch from the 
Secretary of State about the celebrntions 
we wern informed that His :VI a,,iesty the 
King had expressed the wish that the 
Colonies should not spend 1L lot of money 
in celebrating the occasion but should try 
to keep their expenditurn as low as pos 
sible. I anticipitte<.l the suggestion of my 
friend the hon. Member for Georgetown 
North and suggt'ste<l to the Secretary of 
State that we should spend as much as we 
cared but he limited it Lo £500 . 

Mr. CANNON: I move tlmt the item 
be struck out :ts being absolutely inade
quate, and that, the Secretary of State be 
so informed. 

Item pttssed. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY : I beg 
to move the insertion of the following 
item:-

29-Contl'ibution towards the cost of 
maintenance of graves of soldiers from 
British Guiana killed in the Great w·ar, 
$363. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move the insertion of the following 
item:-

30-Maintenance Expenditu1·e Kilmat·
nock-Springlands Empolder, $700. 

This Kilmamock-8pringlands Empolder 
was started in 1931 as an unemployment 
relief wo1·k, with the idea of taking in 
some 30,000 acres of Crown land lying to 
the rear of Pins. Kilruamock and Spdng
lands on the Corentyne. The work in
volved the construction of i, dam along 
the back of Lhe third depth of the estates, 
a distance of 21 miles, with the necessary 
sluices, culverts, etc. The work was pro
ceeded with and completed in 1931 at a 
cost of $57,500 which was met from Un
employment Relief grants. It was hoped 
that the scheme would prove useful for 
agriculture in Berbice, and, as the result 
of a petition in 1931 signed by over 
3,000 rice farmers asking that rice 
lands within the empolder be made avail
able for occupation by lease, the matter 
was gone into and it was decided in 1932 
to establish an agricultural settlement 
within the area. To empolder and lay out 
IO-acre lots in 1 he area of 3,000 acres 
now known as the Phillipi-Macedonia 
plot, and to dig ,L mitin drainage trench 
and throw up darns cost $30,000, making a 
total of $87,500 which has been spent on 
this scheme The lots were htid out and 
were duly advertised and put up for sale, 
with the unfortunate result that only five 
persons took up lots. The intention was 
to lay out 300 10-aci·e lots and to lease 
prefe1·ent claims to the lots at an upset 
price of $30, charging a rent of $2 per acre 
to cover maintenance. Very few of the lots 
were taken up, and there the matter 
remains. 

At the beginning of last year the1·e was 
a flood and the Empolde1· was very greatly 
damaged. A report was obtained on it, 
and it was seen that unless we propose to 
abandon the whole of the $87,000 some
thing would have to be done. Government 
has been in communication with the 
Secretary of State in the matter, and until 
a decision is arrived at it is considered 
necessary to employ a watchman to look 
after the place. The District Commis
sioner of Berbi<.:e bas been going very 
carefully into the matter, and he considers 
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that something might be clone with the 
.Hlock, but it will take some time to arrive 
,Lt a definite decision. In the meanwhile 
I ask that this ,Lmount of $700 be put on 
the estimate in 01·der to protect the 
property. I think yesterday the hon. 
Member for Eastern Berbice refe1Ted to 
this Empolder aud said that in his opinion 
the terms offered in the first instance were 
not attractive enough to induce rice 
planters to take up these lands. 'l'hat 
is a, matter that is well worth considering. 
Perhaps if we could give them more. 
attractive tenus they may be induced to 
go there. The amount spent on the 
scheme is a large one, and Government 
hesitates to abandon the project until it 
is absolutely satisfied th,it tllf're is no hope 
for it. I hope that if Government 
reconsiders the terms on the lines sug
gested by the hon. Member, people may 
be induced to go and settle there. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I do not wi�h to 
oppose the amount by any means, notwith
standing the fact that I had warned 
Government earlier th,Lt it was embarking 
on a white eleplmnt aud shoL1lcl cut its loss. 
It is true that very few people did bid at 
the sale, and the Colonial Secreta1·y might 
have told the Council what was the offer 
made. It was 25 cents for a 10-acre plot. 
'When the auctioneer asked the bidder if 
he was miLking fun he replied that it was 
not worth more. Gove,.nment has fenced 
the a.rea to keep out cattle that have been 
there for years. You cannot keep cattle 
from grass when the surrounding count1·y 
has nothing at all, or from a dry spot 
when all around is water. There is a 
single dam to empolder a large savannah. 
Some of the most depraved people, with 
the aid of the Police in some instances, 
take people's cattle by droves from the 
land to the Pound. L intend to discuss 
the matter with the District Com
,nissioner because it seems lmrd that 
Government should throw away $87,000, 
but whether Government will take my 
advice is another mattel'. It is wrong 
that as a sort of repdsitl because people 
would not take up the lots Government 
should encourage stmy-catchers to take 
their cattle to the Pound. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I lmve mentioned 
before now about wild-cat schemes, and I 
think this is one of them. Government 
refers to this as tin unemployment relief 

wot·k. I think it is well known in this 
Colony that as regiirds ag1·icultural 
labourers there is really no unemployment. 
There never has been. Unemployment 
exists in the City with respect to car

penters, painters and labourers, but not in 
respect of agl'icultura.l labourers. I there
fol'6 cannot see what object Government 
had in view in spending this meney. If 
Government's idea is that people should 
plant rice there it means that you are 
robbing other parts of the country to Lake 
people thel'e. Did Government ever get a 
report as to whether this land would pro
duce rice 01· anything at all? Did the 
Department of Agriculture 1·eport on it? 
What drainage is there to grow anything? 
I know tha.t the estates in the neighbout·
hood have had to instal pumping plants. 
It seems to me that there was a bit 
of vacant land aud Goven1ment just went 
and spent $87,000. The money could have 
been lipent to ve1·y much better advantage. 

What is the natul'e of the report Gov
ernment got on the land a short time a.go? 
I have not seen it, but from what f have 
heart! from people in the district the 
booner we cut our loss on this proposition 
the bette1·. [t seems to me that unless 
Government can give the people drainage 
and irrigation it is no good taking people 
from one place and putting them in 
anothe1·. It is going to be an an11ually 
recurrent vote, and it may corue to $7,000 
,Lnuually. I cannot see that any good will 
eve1· come out of it. Government has a 
Council composed of men who iLre supposed 
to have experience, yet Government has 
spent $87,000 without consulting the 
Council or even mentioning it. Govern
ment does not take the people of the 
Colony into its confidence in spending 
these large sums of money. I 1Ldmit that 
it is an ordinary unemployment grant, but 
I think Govemment should get the be�t 
opinion as to the best means of spending 
that money, and not throw it about on 
wild-cat schemes. 

Mr. AUSTIN: A Committee was 
appointed to deal with the money spent in 
this particular district. The hon. Me1nber 
for Georgetown Central and I were mem
bers of that Committee, and we were vel'y 
much against the sum of $87,000 being 
spent on the Kilmarnock-Springlands 
scheme. The Directo1· of Agriculture said 
he had not been consulted, but that it was 
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U1oney provided by the 1mperi[l;l Govern
ment and had to be spent. That opens up 
another question as to whether we should 
vote the sum asked for in order to con
tinue a mistake. It seems to me that it 
would be much better for the Colony if we 
cut our loss as soon as possible. I under
stand that the road in this settlement is 
11bout 6 or 7 miles from the public road, 
and that it will be very difficult to get 
people to live away fr0m the public rm1d 
on land which is not properly drained or 
inigated. In reality it is ,1 cattle-ranching 
ground 1111d not suit,1ble for the purpose 
such as Sir Edwa,rd Denham had i11 his 
mind when he wanted to convert it into an 
agricultural settlement. 

Mr. ELE \ZAR: I would ask hon. 
Members not to oppose the item. The 
people who know the district aud feel 
hurt bec,mse they. were not consulted ,1re 
uegi1111i11g to st1y now that Government 
l1 >1s proved the scheme a failure they 
are prepa1·ed to throw in their lot and 
make something out of it so that it 
would not be a total loss. That being the 
case I ask hon. Members not to oppose it. 

l\ir. Vv ALCOTT : 1t seems to me 
that we t1re ouly wt1sting more n�oney, 
and thi� happens to be oiw money. The 
$87,000 was tin unemployment grant to 
the Colony, but this $700 will be our 
money. I luwe never been over the land 
but I have been told all about it-that 
this is a case of absolute inefficiency, 
someone being sent to do work that he 
knew nothing about. A dam running 
pt1ra.llel with the Canje Creek has been 
constructed, and a trench cap,tble of 
cln,ining about 200 acres of land has beeu 
dug to drain between 2,000 and 3,000 
acres, with no. side dams. That little 
trenel1 has to drain all the land in the 
district. 

Tm; CHAIRVIAN: I do not thiuk the 
hon. Member·'s information is quite cor
rect. I think his informant has mixed up 
two series of trenches. The large 
Empolder dam is sufficiently strong to 
keep flood water from the Cauje creek off 
the bnd. The point about it is that the 
matter is being investigated and estimates 
are being put up to <lo something 11bout it, 
but not a penny will be spent until the 
maitter has been brought before the Coun-
1.-il. It iR quite true that it wt1R ,tn 

unemployment grant, but in future any 
money to be spent will have to be voted 
by the Council. In the meantime, while 
the matter is being investigated, this 
amount is required to employ a ranger to 
prevent any damage beiug done. It is 
thought by the District Commissionet· 
and others that if the suggested scheme of 
occupation is va1·ied the land would be 
taken up. "What I understand is a great 
object.ion to people going in there is the 
contingent liability that they will have 
to 1·eside within the area and take over 
house lots on c;ertain conditions. We 
have decided that tlrnt should not form a 
condition of the lease, ·and that the people 
would be 11ble to lease land and cultivate 
it in the ordinary wuy. It is possible that 
the hinds mav be leased on those terms. 
We will h,we t� spend money on the Empol
dei· if we are t,o retain it, but no money will 
be spent without consulting the Council. 

�fr. CANNON: The Hon. Mr. Walcott 
said we ,tre spending our money. I dis
agree with him; we never vote our own 
money. 

Mr. WALCOTT : If we do not intend 
to pay we are dishonest in borrowing. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I do not know if the 
Department of Agt·iculture has examined 
the scheme. I would like to know what 
proposition has been put up by the Depart
ment. 

Professor DA.SH: All I know about it 
is that we were asked if the land could 
grnw rice, and we said that if it was 
drained it probably would, but we recom
mended a detailed soil survey before we 
eould say definitely. 

:Vrr. SEA.FORD: Htis that been done? 

Professor DASH: No. 

i\1 r. ELEAZAR: There are people who 
are now preptu·ed to go to the District 
Commissioner and point out to him how 
the money can be recouped and not be an 
entire loss. 

Major CRAlG : The object of the big 
dam, which cost $30,000, was to prevent 
the frout lauds from flooding, and that has 
been done very successfully. It was not 
intended as a drainage or iri-igation 
scheme. It is to save the front lands from 
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flooding which occurs every year, and 
landlords a.re ve1·y high in their prnise for 
the work done. The other section of 
3,000 acres was done because over 3,000 
of the inhabitants of the district had put in 
a petition asking that it be done, and they 
said they would take up the land. That 
laud can be drained, and is being drained, 
but the ti·enches must be maintained. 
Without maintenance it is impossible to 
cany on drninage in this Colony, which is 
so flat. You can get a certain amount of 
uatura.l drainage if the trenches are main
tained. No one has made any effort to 
maintain the trenches, and they cannot be 
maintained unless money is prnvided. 
Out of those 3,000 petitioners only half-a.
dozen �ipplied for land when it was put up 
for sale, the others holding biick, I pre
sume, in the hope that it would 1·evert 
to wha.t it was before, and then they would 
come in, pay nothing and reap the benefit 
of the \vo1·k' that has been done. There 
must be some value in the land, otherwise 
the hon. Member would not have suggested 
that the people a.re anxious to come in and 
help whern Gove.rnment has failed. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

PUBLIC DEBT-CHARGES. 

Mr. WALCOTT: 1 would like to know 
if any action is being takeu by thil! Govern
ment through the Secretary of State with 
the object of trying to get the present 
bond-holders to accept a lower rate of 
iuterest. It has been done elsewhere by 
the Imperial Uovernment and by Australia 
and other B1·itish Dominions. Money 
happens to be particularly cheap at the 
p1·esent moment, and with a view to the 
future it is just possible that the Imperbl 
Government and the Se::rebl'j' of State 
might b,1 �il>le to get the bond-holders to 
at:t:ept a lowe1· rate of inte1·est on long
term bonds. It is quite possible and it iR 
worth trying. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The matter has 
been mentioned to the Secretary of State 
but I doubt very much whether any bond
holder woulrl be prepared to agree to any 
conversion in respect of our two large 
loa.ns which were ouly comparntively 
recently floated and carry on until 19-!7. 
It might be possible in a few years time. 

Mr. McDA VID (Colonial Treasurer): 
The point is that one can only effect 
conversion when the time for· redemp-

tion is ripe, or at least when the 
first diite for redemption has arrived. 
On the only two loans outstanding now 
carrying large 1·ates of intet'est-5½ per 
ceut. in one case and 5 per cent. in the 
other-the date for redemption does not 
arrive until 1942 and 1949, respectively, 
and until you c:m tell bond-holders that 
you will redeem if they will not accept a 
lowe1· rate of interest you can do nothing. 
That is the unfortunate position the Colony 
is in in respect of those loans. All the 
conversions that have taken place any
where in the Empil'e have taken place only 
when it was possible to redeem the bonds, 
and to borrow fresh money and repay 
those people who would not accept a 
lowel' rate of interest. We have done 
that to the fullest possible extent. We 
have redeemed every bond we could pos
sibly redeem, iind as soon as it is possible 
to do so with those outstanding we will 
do so. 

I believe the Austi·alian Government 
actually passed a law to enforce a lower 
rate of interest on people in Australia who 
had accepted Australian bonds. They 
we1·e compelled to accept a. lowe1· mt� of 
inte1·est, but we cannot pass a law in this 
Colony to compel people in the United 
Kingdom to accept a lower 1·ate of interest 
on bonds which were issued carrying a 
specific rate of interest. I have noticed 
in the P1·ess tha.t the question is being 
taken up in England. There are other 
Colonies in the same position, and people 
in England are beginning to note that 
these Colonies are suffering financially 
from having to pay comparntively high 
rates of interest when the current rates 
1\l'e so low. I have every reason to believe 
it will be taken up on the other side 11,s 
well a.s in this Colony, but so far as 
Government can see nothing can be done 
until the redemption dates arrive. 

Mr. WALCOTT : T understood the 
Colonial Treasurer to say that bonds 
issued in the Colony at a low rate of 
interest-

THE CHAIRMAN: What he says is 
that all loans which have reached the first 
redemption date have been converted. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I think he also said 
that so for as issues made locally are con
cerned the 1·edemption date had been 
reached and they htd been converted. If 
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that is the case it occu1·s to me that the 
bonds issued in England through the 
C1·own Agents are still paying high rates 
of interest while bonds issued locally 
with an earlier redemption date htLVe been 
converted. 

Mr. WIGHT: What I feel about the 
matter is t.hat those bonds which are out
standing for a long period were issued by 
the Crown Agents, and we should ask the 
Bl'itish Government to make good the rate 
of interest for the length of time we have to 
continue paying this high rn.te of interest 
as against what we can borl'OW money at to
day. If they object tlrny should give us a 
grant. The loans raised in Bt'itish Guiana, 
contained a claus� that aftet' l O years 
Government had the right to redeem them. 
That clause was left out in this ease. I 
had the bonds in my possession. As 
a matter of fact most of the 5½ 
per cent. loan is being paid by the 
Municipality. Govemment holds that the 
Town Council is insolvent. It should 
use that as a lever in asking for the 
acceptance of a lower rate of interest. 
I think the Municipality should move 
Government to claim the difference in the 
interest, otherwise I think we should do as 
Canada has done. I do not appt'eciate it 
myself, but this loan cannot be regiu·ded 
as a British Guiana issued loan. It was 
issued by the Crown Agents. ·we should 
inflict a penalty of 5 per cent. on those 
bonds held by outsiders, and in that way 
reduce the interest-earning capacity. The 
price would come down and Government 
should then endeavou1· to raise a long-term 
Joan at a reduced rate of interest and 
re-pul'chase those bonds. I 11gree with 
the Colonial Treasurer's 1·emarks. vVe 
cannot do it right ,1way hut in the way I 
have suggested. vVe should m,Lke Mt effo1·t 
to get the bond-holders to convert their 
bonds at a lower rate of interest. and if 
they are pig-headed enough not to agree 
we should pass legislation for all holders 
of British Guiana bonds outside the 
Colony to be penalised by 5 pet' cent. It 
is done in Canada. 

J.\'Ir. SEAFORD: I could never agree 
with such a thing. What the hon. Mem
ber suggests is that because we did not 
actually raise the loan ourselves we could 
do that. The Crown Agents did it for us 
and we accepted it with our eyes open. 1 t 
would be rank dishonesty on oul' p,1rt,. 

Those loans were floated on behalf of this 
Colony fo1· the benefit of the Colony. If 
the interest had gone the other way would 
we have given the bond-holders the 
difference? Whatever we do we must be 
straight and above board. .[ would much 
pre.fer to go to the J mperial Government 
and ask for a grant to enable us to wipe 
off our debt. 

Mr. Mc DAVID: The hon. Member for 
Georgetown Central said there was some 
omission from the bonds issued by the 
Crown Agents. There has been no 
omission 11t. all. The 6 per cent. bonds 
issued in this Colony were redeemable 
after 10 years. That is rather 1111 unusual 
provision and was only put in bec,iuse the 
bonds were being issued in this Colony 11nd 
at a fairly high rate of interest. Further, 
the people who loaned us the money were 
perfectly willing to do so on those terms, 
but when the Crown Agents issue a loan 
they have to offel' such terms as would be 
accepted genernlly in the London mat'ket. 
Bonds are 11twer issuer] with an optiom.Ll 
guarantee of 10 years; the least is 20 ye,u·s, 
and that is what obtained in respect of 
both of the lo11ns to which we :u·e referrir.g. 
The £1,000,000 loan issued in 1922 was 
not issued by the Crown Agents but in 
this Colony through Lot·d Dunsford, and 
there is provision for exercising an opt ion 
after 20 year�, while the loan itself is for 
50 vears. ln 1942 Government can 
exer�ise the option of redeeming the Joan, 
and on th,Lt date conversion can be offered. 
Similarly, the $10,000,000 lo:in issued in 
19;!9 at 5 per cent. can be redeemed after 
20 years although the loan itself was issued 
fo1· 40 ve,trs. Those are normal courli
tions. i'he condition with regard to loc,tl 
bonds-that Government had the right to 
redeem them after 10 ve,u·s-was extra-
ordinal'y. 

• 

Another point that was mentioned w,is 
that Clovemment should take the oppor
tunity of taxing people in England in 
order to !'educe the rate of interest. If 
we let that go forward we would uot be 
able to borrnw a single dollar from .the 
United Kingdom or anywhere ebe. l 
should uot like it to go forth that British 
Guiana intends to go in for that kind of 
fiua,nuing. 

:Vlr. WIGHT: L cannot agree with the 
Colonial Treasurer. \Ve are all c0nversant 
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with the fact that that money was being 
advanced to the Colony by the Crown 
Agents. They wer·e lending us money 
that was in their hands for various 
Colonies. That is what we always under. 
stoo� on the Municipality. I can see 
nothing that can be termed dishonourable 
if we asked those people to convert theit· 
bonds. vVe are not in a solvent position 

to continue paying that high rate of inter
est. Countries better off than poor British 
Guiana have clone so. J have never heard 
it said that Canada is a dishonest country. 
They levied a tax of 5 per cent. on all 
investors outside of Canada. 

The Council resumed and adjourned 
until the following day at 11 o'clock. 




