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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

1'hursclay, 13th Decembe1·, 1934-

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E. 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. J. Eleazar ( Berbice River). 
_, - . The Hon. J. I. De Aauiar (Central The Council met pursuant to adJo_ur_n- Demerara). " 

ment, His Excellency the Officer Admm1s- ·• 
tering the Government,. Srn OR,A.WFORD ., The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh DouGLAs-J ONES, Kt., O.M.G., President, in (Demerara.Essequebo ).the Chair. 

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, Mr. 

P. W. King (Ading). 
The Hon. the Attorney-General, Mr. 

Hector Josephs, K.C., B.A., LL.M. 
(Oantab.), LL.B. (Lond.). 

The Hon. T. T. Smellie, O.B.E. (Nomi
nated Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. Dias, 0.B.E. (Nominated 
Unpfficial Member). 

Major the Hon. W. Bain Gray, M.A., 
Ph.D. (Edin.), B. Litt. (O�on), Director 
of Education. 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, B.S.A., Directo1· 
of Agriculture. 

The Hon. R. E. Brassingtou (Western 
E�sequebo ). 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K 0., (New 
Amsterdam). 

.. ·"

Tl-ie• 'Hou.� E.' A. Luckhoo (Eastern 
Berbice). -

The Hon. J C. Craig, D.S.O., M.E.1.C., 
Director of Public vVorks. 

The Hon. E. F. McD,wid, M.B.E., 
Colonial T1·easuref (Acting). 

'l'he Hon. W. 'A. D' Andradt", Comp
troller of Customs. 

The Hon. J. Mullin, M.I.M.M., F.S.I., 
Commissioner of Lands an.cl Mines. 

The Hon:'B. R. Wood, M.A., Dip. For:·

(Oantab.), Conservator of FoTests.-
The Hon. J. · A. Henderson, M.H., 

Oh.B., B.Sc. (P.H.), (Edin.), D.T.M. & H. 
(Edin.), Surgeon-Generai. 

The Hon. N. Cannon (Georgetown 
North), 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. J. Seaford (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western Be1·
bice). 

The Hon. J. L. Wills (Demerara River). 
The Hon. E. M. Walcott (Nominated 

Unofficial Member). 

MCNUTES'. 
The minutes of the meeting of the Coun

cil held on Wednesday, 12th December, 
1934, as printed and circulated, were 
confirmed. 

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES. 

DOUBLE IN<JREM.ENTS. 

Mr. WILLS, on b�half of Dr. SINGH, 
gave notice of the following questions :.-

Are there any officers on the estimates fornext year, 1935, who are to receive a doable iucrement ? If so, how many such officers are 
there? What is the name of each c,f the officers put down on the estimates for double increment? 
(b) What is the length of service of each of the said otticers? (c) How long ha� he filled the present position he holds P (d) Wha., was his position immediately -before he was promoted
to the present position ? (e) What are the special qualifications, if any, of each of these officers put down for double increments? 
(/) What are the reasons f'lr the d'luble iacre• meat in each year? (g) What have been the promotions of each of these officers during the last fi ,,e years, giving the actual salary drawn by 
the said officer during e/\ch of the said last five years P (h) Ilave any of these olticers been pro. moted to posts which were reduced in status 
and/or emoluments immediately before the promotion of the present holders? If �o, give the particulars in each case stating the department in which the said reduced post occurred? Will the double increment set down change the class of any of the officers set down for 
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double increrr.eot P Whe.t is the cle.ss held 
before the double increment, and what will be 
the new elass alter the double increment P 

What is lhe increase caused by tke total of 
proposed double i11crements? 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

ANNUAL ESTIMATES. 

The Council resolved itself into Com
mittee and resumed consideration of the 
Estimates of Expenditure to be defrayed 
from Revenue during the Year ending 
31st December, 1935. 

TRANSPORT AND HARBOURS DRPART�IENT. 

THE CHAIRMAN : It is customary 
under this Head to consider the Appendix, 
which is Appendix A. 

Sub-Head !.-General and Administra
tive Charges. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I would like to refer 
to the matter I raised yesterday, the lack 
of co-operation between the various 
Departments. There is sea defence work 
going on on the East Coast and the Trans
port and Harbours Department and the 
Public Works Department are both Gov
ernment concerns. I know that the 
Tmnsport and Harbours Department is 
supposed to be run as a business concern, 
but if they could carr_y sea defence material 
without making any profit at all it is saving 
money to the Government and should be 
done. I do not think when they are 
ca1;rying material for Government they 
should insist on their pound of flesh and 
compel other Departments, to pay money 
outside. I would be glad if the Directors 
of the Transport and Harbours Depart
ment would go into the matter and see if 
any arrangements could be - come to 
between the two Departments. 

Mr. AUSTIN : This mattet· was con
sidered at a meeting between a Committee 
and the Transport Boat·d and we were told 
by the then acting Director of Public 
Works that it was impossible-it would 
cost very much more to transport broken 
granite, cement, greenheart and all the 
material required at Nog Eens by rail, and 
then he admitted that if he had known 
that the work was as serious as it was it 
might have been done. I think it could 
have been done if they had laid down a line 

across the road at Lusignan to the sea 
defence works and conveyed all the mate
rial requit·ed for the protection ,,f that 
particular part of the coast. The Hon. 
Mr. Smellie and the Chairman of the 
Transpot·t Board were also present, and I 
think they will support what I have said 
in respect of the endeavout· to obtain a 
cheaper transport of material from George
town to the point which was likely to 
suffer from the imoads of the sea. 

M1·. SMELLIE : Do I understand the 
hon. Member to say that the matter was 
discussed in August? l only arrived in the 
Colony on the 19th of September, and I 
know nothing about the matte1·. 

Mr. AUSTIN: I Jid not mention 
August. The matter was discussed at a 
recent meeting of the Board. Ii; was in 
connection with another Committee of 
which the Commissioner of• Lands and 
Mines was Chairman. I would like to 
make that correction. 

�Ir. WIGHT: The matter was discussed 
by the Transport Board too. The question 
of the weat· and tear on the road by lorries 
and the licences they pay also came up. I 
quite agree with Mr. Seaford. The matter 
has been dealt with at length, and what 
the last speaker has said is perfectly true. 
The acting Director of Public Works con
sidered it too expensive a process even 
taking into account the wear and tear on 
the road. The Commissioner of Lands 
Mines will tell you that at the othet· meet
ing it was almost decided that the Trans
port Depat't-ment should get a crusher if 
it were possible, and that it should handle 
all the transport. 

Mr. SEAFORD: That was what I was 
going to say. The materials imported 
should be landed di1·ect on the T1·ansport 
Department's wharf, and the stone crushed 
and taken up by rail. It would save all 
the handling in Geot·getown. I do not 
intend to go i!lto details. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Het·e we have the 
T1·ansport Department saying "It can 
not pay becau�e we at·e not part of the 
Government and therefore we cannot see 
the wisdom of taking materials when it 
would not pay a company." Anybody who 
took the trouble to know what he was talk
ing about would see that matet·ials could 
be landed at Lusignan in a Qouple of hout·!:I 
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by running a rail. Against that there were 
lorries smashing up the public road which 
cost-so much, but the Transport Depart
ment is ultra-Government and it would not 
pay them to can·y it. This is not the 
only direction in which money is being 
wasted, and in which money can be saved, 
if the Departments wet·e not so over
fastidious about showing the profits they 
at·e going to make 01· what they can save, 
though they are saving nothing. The 
Colonial Secretary said that Governmflnt 
could not do as business men. Govern
ment can lavish money and throw it away, 
but business men cannot do that because 
they have to make pt·ofits. Government 
can push their hands into the taxpayers' 
pockets, but even that has a limit. The 
result of that would be that the Colony 
would close itself if Govemment cannot 
close down. If the Transport Depart
ment took the matte1· in hand sel'iously 
they could save a considernble amount on 
the cost of trnnsportation, and when they 
begin to do it from that end they will find 
a great number of things that can be 
remedied. 

THE COLON[AL SECRETARY: I 
think the hon. M.ember for Berbice Rivet· 
has been attacking the wl'Qng pe1·son. 
The General Manager of the Transport 
and Harbours Department informs me 
that he has done so on several occasions, 
and that when the N og Eens work started 
he approached the Public W 01·ks Depart
ment but his proposal was not accepted. 
The Director of Public W 01·ks said it was 
cheaper to transport materials by road, 
and no blame is to be attached to the 
Transport and Harbours Department or 
anyone. The matter· was gone into and it 
was decided by the acting Dit-ector of 
Public W ot·ks that it was not economical. 
The1·e was no question of making profit. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I quite agree that no
body is to be blamed, but the taxpayers' 
money is going. That is the kind of 
argument we expect from Government io 
these matters. Government is not govern
ing the country. We have it from the 
Colonial Secretary that nobody is to be 
blamed, but there is a serious indictment 
against somebody. Who takes the blame? 

Mt·. WALCOTT: In fairness to the 
.'.\ianager of the Transport and Harbours 
Department I m ust say that sorpe months 

ago I asked him why his Department was 
not handling the trnnsportation of the 
materials to N og Eens and he told me he 
had taken the matter up with the Public 
Works Department but he was told that 
it was not economical to do so. It is 
only fail' to the Transport Department to 
say that. 

Major CRAIG (Director of Publio. 
Works) : It is only fair that I should have 
a word to say in this mattet·. I have not 
got the details with me but I think when 
we started relief wo1·ks on roads in that 
district three years ago I entered into an 
anangement with the Tt·anspol't Depart
ment to transport stone and found I 
could just manage it in addition to 
doing a certain amount of work in 
providing storage for the materials ... With 
regard to this work I thought it would 
have been economical to carry the 
matet·ials by rail, but it was found not to 
he on account of the additional handling 
involved, the distance from the railway 
and the lack of rolling stock to transport 
the materials necessat·y. 

Mr. CANNON: I am very pleased to 
be able to say I congratulate Government. 
I think Government ought to spend 
another couple of thousand dollars on this 
vote. The taxpayers are not paying it; it 
is the British Uove1·nment, so spend as 
much its we can. I have given up attempt
ing to save a penny here because it is not 
appreciated, and what is more, it is a use 
less task. Add another $100,000 and I 
will support it. 

Mr. AUSTIN: I would like to say on 
behalf of the Directors of the T1·ansport 
and Harbours Department that there is 
no lack of rail on which to trnnsport the 
materials to the point at which they were 
requil'ed. It is a question of friction 
between the two Heads of the Depi11'tments 
concemed. 

Major CRAIG : I can say definitely 
there is no friction. • The present Manager 
and I get on very well. 1'here bas never 
been any friction. 

Mr. AUSTIN: I was wrong, I was 
referring to the acting Director of Public 
Works. This thing could have gone 
through quite amicably and economically, 
as the Hon. Mr. Seaford has always sug
gested, if the two Departments would work 
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together. They do not. The Di1·ectors 
of the Transport Department have en
deavoured to push the matter for all we 
wern worth but unfortunately there was a 
little bit of trouble on both sides. There 
was the question of punts going to the 
Public vV orks wharf with stone and not 
being able lo discharge, and the question 
of demurrage and charges of that sort 
which they did not want to bear the bur
den of. I observe the General Manage1· 
of the 'l'ransport and Harbours Depart
ment present, and if his views were 
obtained I think the Council would obtain 
the idea that the transportation of the 
material neeesHary for that particular 
work could h,we been ananged between 
the two Dep,1,rtments quite easily and 
economieally. 

Mt.-. DE AGUIAR: I had no intention 
of joining in the deb,1te. As a matter of 
fa]t [ have listened rather amnsed, hut it 
seems to me that an inquiry is necessary. 
We cannot have Depa,l'tments quarrelling 
among themselves, especially when co
operntion is so necessary. I am surprised 
to hear that as the result of friction 
between the Heads of the two Depart
ment� ,1 h1rge quantity of material was 
not trau�ported to the scene of opera
tions by the Trnnsport Department. 
There ca.n be no doubt about it that 
a lot of money is being spent in the 
transportation of materials for the sea 
defence wol'l,s. We see lorries ca1·eering 
up ,1nd down the East Coast 1·oad making 
12 aud 13 trip>'! per day. There has been 
an increase in the number of lorries. lt 
seems to me that the point has been 
reached when an inquiry might well be 
made. One hon. Member yesterd,ty 
remarked that information has to be ex
tra,cted from the Government. It seems 
to me that we will have to use ,u1 anaeH
thetic. 

Mr. AUSTIN: I think the Commis
sioner of Lands ,md Mines will bear me 
out._that these lorries ,which are employed 
by the Public \Vorks Department to trans
port materials bring back passengers who 
shoul,d trnvel on the rail way, We have 
been told that it is not a matter for 
the Transp.ot·t Department but for the 
Police to look itfter. Anybody who 
trnvels· along Vlissingen Road or the 
Thomas Road will see these lorries 1·eturn
iug to the City about 6 or 7 o'clock at 

night laden with passengers. We are told 
that the Police would not stop them at 
Plaisance therefore they are entitled to 
travel by the lorries. 

Mt·. CANNON : I am,. sorrv the hon. 
Member has raised that poi�t. Why 
shouldn't human cargo be taken in the 
same way as stone or cement? If those 
poor people can get a lift to Georgetown 
why shouldn't; they avail themselves of it? 

Mr. MULLIN (Commissioner of Lands 
Mine8): The inquiry suggested has already 
been made by the Committee appointed by 
Y ou1· Excellency :md it is a case where it 
is easy to be wise after the event. What 
struck the Committee at fh·st was whether 
it was economical for material to be 
transported by lorries along the East 
Coast road when there was a railway run
ning along the Coast. It must be borne 
in mind that the exphtnation given by the 
acting Director of Public vVorks was quite 
a reaso1mble one--th,1t the work at Nog 
Eeus began in a very small way; it was ,t 

very hurriecl job ; the se,t suddenly broke 
through and eme1·gency wo1·k had to be 
undertaken : material had to be rushed 
to the site �rery quiekly and as cheaply as 
possible. In an emergency you cannot go 
very deeply into economics. As the work 
grew the mattet· was taken up with the 
Transport Board. The difficulty was not 
in transpol'ting the material on the rail
way but to get it to t,he aetual site of the 
work expeditiously. Tf anyone had known 
it was goiug to be a,s big a job as it has 
turned out to be at once organisation of 
transport, would have suggested itself. But 
when we went into the matter we found 
that it would have taken a considerable 
time to erect bins to take the stone, 
sidings and possibly a rail down one of the 
dams. All that would have taken con
siderable ti rue. 

Another point was that the work wa8 
practically at an end in so far as transpor
tation of material wii,s concel'ned, and it 
would not have paid at that late stage to 
put that organisation into operntion 
Therefore the Committee on going into 
the matter with the acting Director of 
Public Works and the General Manager 
of the Transport Department came to the 
conclusion that it would not be practical 
to change the system at that stage, but that 
for all future works arrangements should 
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be made fo1· transpo1·tation by rail. We 
were all caught in an emergency, and a 
change over at that stage would have in
volved heavy outlay and loss of time whilst 
the people who bought lorries especially to 
contract for that work would have been 
left with those lorries on their hands, or the 
garages would have had to take them back. 
It would have c1·eated a distinct hard
ship on those people which might or might 
not be taken into consideration. But even 
so if there had been time to do the organ
isation necessary it would have been done. 

Another point that arose in regard to 
stone was that at present it is landed at 
the Stone Depot in boulder form. It is 
crushed there and loaded into lorries. If 
it was being tl'ansported by rail it would 
have to be taken by lorries to the railway 
and loaded into the trucks. 'rhe Committee 
therefore went into the question of 
the possibility of having a crushing plant 
on the railway frontage, and we are still 
going into it. Phtns and est,imates are 
being prepared and it will form one of the 
points in the report of the Committee 
now sitting. Apart from that the matter 
has been gone into with the Director of 
Public Works, the General Manager and 
members of the Transport Board, and it 
has been decided that in the case of all 
future works on the East Coast the mate
rial required will be t1·ansported by ra.il. 
I think it is ,i case where both parties 
were taken by su1·prise. 

Mr. CANNON : Did the hon. Member 
say that the transportation of material 
has ceased? 

Mr. MULLIN: It is almost ,it an end 
at Nog Eens. 

Mo.jor CRAIG : It will lu�t ,ibout three 
or four months yet. 

Mr. CANNON : I hear the lol'L'ies pass
ing my house in the moming and ,it night, 
and I have the numbers of the lorries that 
pass. As fat· as I can see it will be a fair 
way into the new year before we see the 
end of this job. I wish to call attention 
to the fact that the matter has evidently 
been refel'l'ed to a Committee which is 
investigating and will 1·epot·t, but the work 
at N og Eens will be completed before the 
Committee reports. I mernly mention 
that to show the va.l4e of Committees. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I am quite sur
prised to hear that there is a Committee 
enquiring into the matter. 

THE CHAIRMAN : It is not a Com
mittee specially enquiring into the matter, 
but into the question of transport gener
ally. 

Mr. WALCOTT : For the information 
of that Committee I may mention that I 
understand that the Public Works Depart
ment is paying the owners of the lonies 
$2 per ton to transport stone, sand and 
cement from Georgetown to Nog Eens, 
and the same lorries are bringing rice 
from Mahaica to Georgetowu at $1.50 per 
ton. Perhaps the Committee will enquire 
int0 that. 

Ml'. CANNON: Unfortunately the 
owners of lol'l'ies are paying a licence of 
$1,000 01· $2,000, an absurd amount. 
They are doing Government work and I 
am surprised to hear they are bringing 
down rice aDd human beings, but the 
licence they have to pay is unreasonable. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : I am not in the 
position of some of the Electives who, 
being members of the Transport Board, 
know a great deal about the inner working 
of the Depal'tment. I have on more than 
one occasion drnwn Government's atten
tion to the fact that the County of Esse
quebo is not rnpresented on that Board. 
Demerara and Berbice are represented, 
but fot· some reason which I do not know 
the Government has studiously avoided 
appointing a representative of Essequebo 
to the rransport Board. I have never 
asked G'overnment to appoint me to any 
Commission or any Board since I have 
been an Elected Member, but I am not 
ashamed to confess that I have asked 
Govemment for several years to put me 
on the Transport Board in the interest of 
the people of Essequebo, who have asked 
me if it wus not possible. The only reason 
I can see why I am not on the Board, or 
why Essequebo is not represented, is that 
I would make myself a nuisance to the 
Government by the representations I 
would make to the Board with regard to 
the grievances which Essequebo suffers in 
regard to transport and other matters in 
connection with the steamer services. I 
am not going to say anything more except 
that the ways of Governmeat at·e very 
wonderfol and puzzling in many instances. 
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Mr. DE AGUIAR: 'l'he1·e is one other 
question I would like to ask. I would like 
to know whether the General .Mauage1· of 
the Transport Department has considered 
the question whether he would be able to 
transport the matel"ials to the site of the 
works at a figure equal to the present rate 
being paid to the lon-ies. That is Lhe only 
way we can get the matter settled. 

THE CHAIRMAN : When the work 
started and it became obvious that it was 
going to assume much large1· propo1·tions 
than was anticipated, the question of the 
transportation of material came up, and it 
seemed to me that obviously the correct 
thing was that one Government Depart
ment should ca1-ry the material of another 
Government Department, and that what 
was paid as freight would go from one 
Government pocket, into another. I went 
into the matter very carefully with the 
acting Director of Public Works and found 
that he was able to get the stone trnns
po1·ted by lorries di1·ect from the Stone 
Depot to the site at a very 1·easonable 
rate. I understand thitt he also discussed 
the matte1· with the General Manager of 
the Transport and Ha1·bours Department 
and the Transport Board, and that it wa� 
found to be cheaper to use lorries having 
regard to the handling and the cost of 
making necessary arrangement::; that would 
be involved by rail trnnsportatiou. It was 
therefore decided that as far as N og Eens 
was concerned it was cheaper to cany the 
material by road. Apart from that it must 
be remembered that the owners of those 
lorries are paying a very high licence to 
Government, and that has to be taken 
into considerntion as a set-off against any
thing that would have been saved, because 
the itctual cost of the wo1·k would have 
been greater if the 'rranRport Department 
had been used. The fact is that the trans
porting of the material is being done at a 
very competitive rate, and the money is 
going to relieve a certain amount of un
employment. In addition to that Govem
ment is obtaining certain returns in the 
high lorry licence. If the lorries are 
bringing dQwn 1·ice at a cheaper rate, that 
is the owners' concern. They are entitled 
to transport freight from !tnywhere they 
like. 

I think 1,he Commissioner of Lands and 
Mines ha:, fully dealt with the watter. 
The Committee of which he is Ch.Linnan 

is not going into this matte1· particularly, 
but into the general question of the T1·ans -
port se1·vice to see whether further revenue 
cannot be gained by the Depar·tment, and 
also the competition which the Depal"t
ment is suffering from unlicensed launches 
and othe1· craft on the river. 

The Director of Public Works will be 
able to state thitt over a certain distance 
it may be chea,per and more economical 
to transport material by railway. Hon. 
Membet·s must consider the question 
of handling. I understood from the act
ing Director at the time that it co�t 
almost as much to carry the mate1·ial to 
the railway, where it would have to be 
dumped before loading, and from the rail
way to the site, a<; to transport it from 
Geot·getown to the site by lorries. It is 

a matter for those office1·s to decide a.ucl I 
leave the dee is ion to them. I think tht: 
work is being c arried out as economically 
as posi,ible. 

Mr. DE AGULAR: lt seems to me that 
those men who ow11 the Ionies are phi Ian -
thropists and Me evidently rnnning their 
lorries itt a loss.· I understand that some 
of them l1cwe actu,Llly paid for those lorries 
out of the money they receive for this 
wod,, anti it seems to me -c;hat the Tra.ns
port Department or the Public Works 
Department could have done the same 
thing. 

Mr. AUSTIN : It seems hardly a11y use 
for the Committee, of which the Oommis
sioue1· of Lands and Mines is Chafrmau, 
to sit any longer because we admit thitt 
the lorries are competing with a service 
which we have been asked to back up and 
support, just as the Committee ha,s been 
ttSked to discard bunches and boats from 
the various rivers. 'Ne have a motor ser
vice running parallel with the railway line, 
and we have been endeavouring-although 
the Chairman of the Committee might not 
like to say so-to stop that not only for 
the reason that one Depat"tment should 
help another, but also on account of the 
d,Lmage those lorries do to the roads. 
Y?e have taken into considerntion the duty 
on cars iropo1·ted into the Colo11y aud en 
the gasoleue used, and we h·LVe reached 
the poiut ,tt which the ma.jurity of the 
C'orumittcc suggest that a heavier tax 
should be imposed 011 those lorries because 
uuder present conditions they are allowed 
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to tt·ansport matet·ial to the Coa�t and to 
bring back passengers who should travel 
by railway to Georgetown. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : If thel'e was ever 
necessity for an inquiry this debate has 
demonstrated it. You h:we the Chairman 
an<l another Member of the Committee 
declaring that the thing can be made to 
pay, and the Dfrector of Public \Vorks 
saying it cannot. I think something 
should be done. I was not aware that the 
lonies were private property; I thought 
they belonged to the Public Works 
Department. I have seen several of them 
taking what a donkey cart can carry. 
Apparently they were not properly loaded 
in order that they could return quickly. 
Quite a large sum of money is being lost 
because the Transport Department would 
not undertake the work. We have been 
asked to mulct the buses in $600 licence 
in oi;der to drive them off the road, and 
now we are allowing lorries to destroy the 
road. One cannot sa.y here everything he 
knows, but as in this direction so in 
several othet·s lat·ge suLUs of money are 
being spent for which we got no benefit. 
Things hiwe been happening at Nog Eens 
from the inception of the work, which are 
not well. 

Mr. WIGHT: As far as an inquiry is 
concerned it would be a waste of time. 
The mattet· has already occupied a con
siderable amount of time. When I was 
appointed to the Transport Boarrl I took 
it up with the General Manager who weut 
into the matter most minutely, but at the 
meeting of the Board the acting Directot· 
of Public Vi7 orks countenmmded a great 
deal of what the Genernl iYfanager had 
pointed out. I sat in the morning at my 
window and counted 25 lor1·ies, and I drew 
the attention of the Board to it. I am 
told that a cha.uffeut· who worked for $7 
pet· week at the Public Works Depart
ment gave up his job and bought 1L lorry, 
and he is m,Lking between £3 and £4 pet· 
day. Aftet· minute calculation we found 
that the installa,tion of the t·equisite plant 
would bring the cost up to mor·e th,Ln the 
railway could do it for. It was also tn,ken 
into consideration that the roarls were 
being broken up, and that the buses were 
only paying a quarter's licence. That was 
where the trouble came io. People con
verted old LUotor cars into buses and are 
making handsome profits. It was also 

brnught to the notice of the Tra.nspot·t 
Boat·d that the work at Nog Eens would 
not last longet· than the end of Decembe1·. 

Major CRAIG: Not by me. 

Mr. WIGHT: Now we hear from the 
Director of Public Works that the work will 
go on for some m onths. It is a matter the 
Colonial Secretar y should take up with the 
General Manager of the Transport Depart
ment. I am inclined to the opinion and I 
recommend to the Government that the 
Colonial Seuetary should be relieved of 
the position of Chairman of the Transpo1·t 
Board. No doubt we are fortunate in 
having the officer we have now, but his 
time is really wasted. I think Govern
ment should consider the advisability of 
appointing an officer below the status of 
the Colonial Secretary to set·ve as Chair
man of the Transport Board. I desit-e 
also to pay a compliment to the other 
members of the Board who a1·e all conver
sant with the requirements of the Depart
ment. We are lucky in having a man like 
Mr. Wong on the Board. I think Y ou1· 
Excellen_cy should take the matter up 
before you vacate the Chair. 

Major CRAIG : I do not think there is 
anything I can say. I will be quite willing 
to say something later. 

THE CHAIRiVIAN : I understood you 
were going to explain that it would be 
caITied by rail as far as Buxton. 

Major CRAIG: The material would 
have to be loaded at the Stone Depot into 
lorries and tiLken from there to the 
Georgetown rnilway station and loaded 
into trncks. It would t-hen have to 
be unloaded at 'Buxton aud loaded into 
lorries again and can·ied to the site of 
the work, which in my opinion would be 
uneconomical. I diseussed the matter with 
the late Genern.l M,Lnngct' of the '.l'ni.usport 
anrl Harbours Department when we started 
the relief works and ·there was the question 
of transporting stone from Georgetown to 
the ma.cl. 'IVe found then that the lorries 
were a cheaper means of transport than 
the railway, taking into 11.ccount the 
handling involved in transpo1·ti11g the stone 
from the yard to the site of the work. 
One hon. Member said that the lorries 
did 12 OL' 13 trips per day. The return 
mileage to Buxton is 22 miles, and 
any lorry doing 22 miles at 15 miles an 
hout· would take 18 hours to do 12
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return trips, without taking into account 
the time £or loading and fo1· breakfast. 
The number of 1oads that these lorries 
carry is 4 or ·5 per day. They have been 
restricted to that number and I do not 
think they are making any great Rums of 
money. There are a number of hired 
lorries which .can bring rice or anything 
back. The Public Works lorries cannot 
take rice or any other material for that 
matter, neither can they take passengers. 
I£ we could take back rioe we could reduce 
the cost of transporting the materials, but 
we do not enter into competition with 
private lorries. 

Mr. SEAFORD : 1 have seen them 
several times carrying passengers. They 
pick them up in the early morning and 
bring them back in the evening. 

Major CRAIG: Public Works lorries? 

Mr. SEAFORD: Pl'ivate lorries. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I see the Public 
Works lon-ies, not the hired lorries 11lone. 
Both do it. 

Major CRAIG: I would like you to 
give me the numbers of the lorries when 
you see them the next time. 

Mr. WALCOTT: I will do so the next 
time, but I think you have the Police 
Force for that purpose. It is another 
case of lack of co-operntion between Gov
emment Departments. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I have just 
heai·d that these lorries make at the most 
4 or 5 trips per clay. I think it a wonder
ful thing if they can make 13 trips, but 
I have not heard anything that would help 
me to arrive at the great profits that they 
may be earning. I would like to know 
how they are paid, by ton 01· by the trip? 

Mr. CANNON: By mileage. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : If it is a fabu
lous sum that enables a chauffeur in a few 
weeks to pay fol' his lorry, or h,we a small 
fortune, I would like to hear from the 
Government what is the scale of payment. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Why is it necessary
to take the material to Buxton and not to 
Lusignan? Isn't there a siding at Lusig
nan? Wl.y pas,; O!l to B1gt911? 

THE CHAIRMAN: I think the Com
missioner of Lands and Mines has 
explained that the work at N og Eens is 
practically finished, but there is work be
ing done at Buxton. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: May I have an 
answer to my question? Surely there is 
some member of the Government who can 
answer it. ·what is the scale of payment, 
how much per mile? 

Major CRArG: I said earlier that I 
would be only too glad to give that infor
mation later on. It is done by the ton 
mile. I will be able to give the figures 
this afternoon. 

Item I-Gene1·al Manager ($4,000-
$4,800 by $240), $4,800. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I move the reduction 
of this item by a penny so as to be able 
to say what I wish to say as regards this 
Department. Government still persists in 
fooling itself that this is not a Govern
ment Department, and it seems to me that 
that attitude is only to enable Govern
ment to squeeze the under-dogs who are 
employed in that Department. Those men 
actually have to contribute to the Govern
ment's Guarantee Fund some portion of 
their emoluments. What right has Govern
ment to make them contribute if they are 
not part of the Government? Isn't it clea1· 
to everybody that the 'l'ransport and 
Harbours Department is a Government 
concern, and is it fail.' to have these men 
thern at the mercy of the Directors with
out any hope, no matte!' how long they may 
be employed? The Directors can always 
dismiss a:n employee and he cannot ask for 
an ea. grat-icr, allowance. An officer wa,s 
transferred to Rosignol station and asked 
fol' an increase of salary, but instead of 
increasing his pay he was transferred to 
the Mahaicony station and the man at 
Mahaicony was sent to Rosignol because 
\le could not cl,iim any more pay. Both 
of those men were entitled to some con
sideration. Another General Man:iger 
might have dismissed the man who dared 
to ask fo1· an increase of salal'y. 

There is nothing for the employees of 
this Department to look forward to. 
Some men have died and thei1· relatives 
have received ex gratia payments, but that 
is not good enough. They should not be 
left at the mercy 0£· the Directors, lt is 
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a public utility service, not tL profit-making 
concern, and the employees are t.axpayers. 
I do not think anybody can respect a 
Government that continues to act in tlrnt 
way. The men cannot be expected to 
work with that contentment one should ex
pect of them. They are there in fear and 
trembling, not knowing what will l�appen 
to them and theit· families. Govemment 
has failed to classify these employees after 
several years. Even a priv,,te firm, 
Messrs. Booker Bros., a few days ago paid 
a portion of the premiums for the insur. 
anre of some of its employees in order that 
t.heir rebtives woulrl get something when 
they die. Government canuot even consider 
that and is co11tent to allow these men to 
work without any hope at ,tll. I know that 
Your Excellency will not be here to initiate 
anything that you may think of doing, but 
the Heads of .Departments will be here, 
I hope, for many years to come-some of 
them, not all, because 1 hope some of them 
will be sent to Pale�tine �md other places 
on promotion. (Laughter). Surely Gov
ernment can decide upon a fixed policy 
which can be carried out. I cannot appeal 
to the new Governor because he will say 
" I must look tLround." This policy is a 
dangerous one for future Administ1·a,tion. 

If there was one remark in the Colonial 
Secretary's speech yesterday which was 
objectionable it was when he said he 
would like to see this Colony continue 
uncle!' Crown Colony Government. If he 
does not know it it only shows how much 
interest Government Officers t11,ke in their 
jobs. He must know l-lrnt <luring the 
regime of the old Combined Cou1·t every 
time the Court met the budget was 
balanced, and we we1·e told ull the time 
that we could not touch the Colony's 
securities. Then Ct·own Colony Govem
ment came into vogue, every p_enny of that 
money was utilised but G<Jvernment can
not balance its budget up. to now. 'Why 
do Government otllvers say they would like 
Crown Colony Government to continue? 
It is because they have "cushy" jobs. 

I am appealing to Y out· Excellency on 
behalf of those employee� of the Depart
ment who are getting $-!O, $60 and $80 
per month. The Directo1·s may give them 
an ex g?"Citici sum of two or three months' 
s,ihtry after 30 or 40 years' service. vVh_y 
should an employee who has served in the 
Department from its inception not be 

entitled to a pension? There is a gentle. 
man in the country t,o-day drawing pension 
from the Government who has never 
served this Department for one day of 
his life. Heis an old man who worked 
with the Demerara Railway Co., and 
when Government took over the railway 
his services were dispensed with because 
he was too old, and he was given a pen
sion-for what? He nevet· ser·ved Govern
ment for a minute, but those who have 
served Government all the time are not to 
get. Government cannot afford to allow 
officers to feel that they nre being unfairly 
dealt with. I appeal to Goverument, and 
through Government to the Transport 
IJoard, to see whether something cannot 
be done for those men. When they reach 
a certain salary Government should make 
them pensionabla or adopt some form of 
insurance a� Bookers are doing. I think 
it is a happy icleit on the part of a private 
firm. They are thinking of the future of 
their employees. The employees of the 
Transport Department are not the only 
sufferers. 1'here are others who arc near
ly as badly off as they are, but their case 
calls for immediate consideration. It 
would be unfair for them to approach the 
new Governor. I appeal to Government 
to do something for those men. 

Mr. LUC KHOO : I desire to support 
the hon. Member for Berbice River in his 
advocacy of the claims of those men. 
There is no doubt that we lmve a number 
of responsible ofticers who have served the 
old Demerarn Railway Company for 14. 
01· 15 years and yet lmve no security of 
tenure or claims to pensiou. I am quite 
aware that ex gratia p,iyments have been 
m,tcle to the relatives of deceased officers, 
bnt I would like Government to enquire 
into the position of those responsible 
officers, the periods of thei1· service, the 
nature of their duties ,tnd tl ie salaries 
they receive, and s,iy whether tltey should 
uot be placed on the Fixed Establish
ment. Government would then be do
ing them justice. The hon. Membet' 
referred to the case of a, man who enjoys 
,.L pension although he has never served 
Government. I think he refers to Mr. 
\Vrong. I do not know the circumstances 
of that particular case, but what I am 
stressing is that Government should en
quire into the position of those employees 
who served the old Railway Co. With 
respect to the other class of officers the 
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question of pension 1·ights of the emplqyees 
of the Transport Depiirtment should be 
gone into carefully by Government in 
order· to ensure that their claims are 
secured in some definite Ordinance. 

With respect to the Transpo1·t Board I 
wish to make one or two observations. I 
see on page 9 an item "Extension of New 
Amsterdam Stelling, $2,000," which was 
approved in 1934. There is no provision 
in the estimate for next year for the 
extension of this stelling. I do not know 
whethe1· the General Manager of the 
Department has furnished any recent 
report on the condition of the stelling, but 
I do know that it causeR a great deal of 
inconvenience for the feny st,e,imer to go 
alongside at low tide. Something will 
have to be done. That brings me to the 
shed on the Rosignol side. The Berbice 
Chamber of Commerce has made represen
tations to Government with respect to the 
extension of the shed, which is an absolute 
necessity, an<l I hope that steps will be 
taken with the large vote available, to 
extend the shed to the wharf so 
as to enable passengers to get from the 
railway station to the stelling under 
cover. All we have got from Govern
ment is a mere acknowledgment of the 
letter and a promise that the matter will 
be attended to. It is not fair to the 
Berbice community. I feel that Berbice 
has not been properly treated in con
nection with certain communications 
addressed bv that Clmmber to the Govern
ment. Government Rhould give a definite 
undertaking that the m,itte1· will be 
attended to during next yea1·. It is pain• 
ful to see women tind children drenched by 
rain in trying to get from the steamer to 
the train and vice versa .. 

I note that some ;;tatement has been 
made about the dredge a,nd the mainten
ance of it. Your Excellency knows that 
J;here has been some difference of opinion 
as to the improvement of the New Amster 
dam harbour. I think I was told by the 
late Governor that the dredge would be 
used exclusively in Georgetown, except 
when required in the Canje creek. The 
mouth of the creek should be kept open 
and navigable. That is aa undert,aking 
given. What about New Amsterdam it
self? There has been a great deal of dis
cussion, and r think a very largely signed 
petition was addressed to this Government 

sponsored by the Be1·bice Chamber of 
Commerce, advocating that something 
should be done to the harbour. We 
should have the use of the dredge in cases 
of emergency in order that we should not 
be cut off from Georgetown. Boats of 
heavy draught cannot enter the har 
hour, and that adds to the cost of ship
ping produce to Georgetown, because we 
have to do it by means of lighters or sail
ing craft. If ships of large draught could 
entc1· the harbour we would be able to 
tninsport produce direct from New 
Amsterdam to Trinidad. vYe have been 
favoured with vi�its of the s.s. "Tl'ini
dad," but they are now very few and far 
between, and thei·e is no guarantee that 
the vessel will return. After all Berbice 
has claims on Government. VVe produce 
over 40 per cent. of the suga1· expo1·ted 
from the Colony, and our rice crop can 
bear favourable comparison .with other 
parts of the Colony, so that we have legiti
mate claim to consideration. With 
respect to the Line of stea,uers trading 
between Trinidad and this Colony it was 
suggested that Government should give 
some subsidy in order to make conditions 
somewhat easier. I remember the days 
when ocean-going vessels entered the 
hMbour of New Amsterdam. vVe had 
direct communication with London. To
day we are cut off. It has affected all 
employment in Berbice. 

w-ith respect to the estimates as tt 
whole they seem to have been carefully 
prepared. I must pay a compliment to 
the Geneml Ma1mger who is very energetic 
and is cloing everythiug to p1·ovide for the 
convenience of the public. On account of 
the ve1·y heavy licence a good many buses 
have been taken off the service, and he had 
to provide convenience for the travelling 
public. He is doing his very best, but 
Lhere are oue u1· Lwo ui1·ections in which 
improvements can be made, and if those 
matters are brought to. his notice I feel 
sure he will give them his attention. I 
1miintai11 that the point urged by the hon. 
�:£ember for the security of the Officers of 
the Depa1·tment deserves consideration by 
Government. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: 1 wish to join in the 
appeal made by the last two speakers. 
Tl1e rail way has been taken over by Gov
ernment between 12 and 13 yearE ago and 
there is still insecurity of the staff. It is 
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a matter fol' regret that 1·epl'esentations 
have been ma.de not onlv bv members of 
the 8taff but also by· M;ml,ers of the 
Council and yet no definite decision has 
been arrived at. The member·s of the staff 
have not been told whether at some future 
time they will be able to call themselves 
Government servants. But there is a 
little ray of hope because T note with 
pleasurn in the Estima,tes that the Com
modore and Stellings Superintendent has 
been placed on the Fixed Establishment. 
I do not know whether I should take the 
11ote literally. It says "The present 
holder of the poi;t ... " 

THE CHAIRMAN: '!.'lie hon. MeUlber· 
might deal with that when he comes to the 
item. I have allowed the hon. Member to 
wander away from the vote. He must try 
to confine his remarks to the item under 
consideration. 

Mr. Dll AGUIAR: r shall C"nfiue. my 
rc1mu·ks to the item. I mel'ely wishetl to 
point out that so far ,L8 ru1:nubun:; of the 
staff are concerned there is a Ii ttle ray of 
hope because some change appears in the 
Estimates. As 1·ega,rd,; tlio New Amster
dam stelling I would like to tell my hon. 
friend that a mere admowledgment is 
about all the Chamber of Commerce can 
hope to get until the financial condition 
of the Colony is restored. In the mean
time we can only fritter away money on 
the Forest Department and things of 
that kind. I sympathise with my friend. 
There is a great deal of inconvenience at 
New Amsterda.m, and it is a matter that 
Government might give attention to. If ,L 
steamer service for the benefit of the 
public is to continue something should be 
done to relieve tlrn position. 

Mr. WILLS: T heartily suppo1·t the 
ob�ervations ma.de by the hon. Member 
for Berbice River. There can he no doubt 
that the Trnnsport and Harbours Dep,u-t
ment is owned by the Governmeut ,111<.l to 
say th,Lt; Government is not re.�ponsible- is 
futile. Something should be clone in order 
to make the employees feel s,Ltisfied with 
their position ,Lnd give of their· best. 
Ex gi·atia payments to their relatives 
when they M'e <lead a,re not good enough. 
An employee should have something to 
look forward to when he retires and not 
have to go on his knees. It is regrettable 
that some of the employees in the Trans-

port service are greatly handicapped and 
a.re suffering under a disability. They can 
be dismissed at the whims and caprices of 
the General Managel'. 1 will refer lo an 
incident within my personal knowledge. 
An employee of the Department happened 
to be a witness in a case. He went to 
Court and gave his evidence, and the case 
was dismissed. He went back to his work 
and the next morning he was dismis�ed. 
He asked why and was told that the Police 
Inspector had repo1·ted t,hat he had not 
given his evidence satisfactorily. A man 
who had served about 9½ years was given 
marching orders not for any offence per
taining to bis work. When representa
tions were made to the Boa.rd he was 
given a week's pay. That is hardly the 
kind of treatment one would expect at the 
hands of Government. 

All is not well in Lhat Department. 
Employees can be dismissed at a moment':; 
notice without being in :i position to say 
a word for themselves. The Genernl 
.Manager mu�t be complimented on the 
efficient manner in which he has handled 
and hopes to lmndle both the steame1· and 
the railway traffic. '!'here is no doubt 
about, it that due to the efforts of the 
Manage1· the milway and the steamers are 
doing very well. 1t is gratifying to note 
that along the East Coast the train service 
c,m ha.x·dly cope with the demands of the 
public. '.!.'hat is the kind of thing the 
public expects and hopes that the Manager 
will keep up. I£ I may be allowed to 
suggest the reason for the increased traffic 
I think it is the cheap fares. I believe 
that if you cater for the public and give 
them cheap fares you will get larger 
r·eturns. 1 noticed th,1t some time this 
year·, for some reason the Manager issued 
instructions as the result of which the 
fares across the feny, which aff.:cL the 
working ·man, were increased. Milk 
vendo1·s and others whose occupations 
bring them across the 1·iver· to George
town by the early boat to return by the 
fast boat in the evening, have had their 
return fare increa.sed from 6 cents to 8 
cents. I do not know whether it has 
dawned upon the Manager that because a 
large number of per·sons are using these 
boats they should be taxed. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 
must 1·ealise that I am allowing him a great 
de,11 of latit,ude to discuR!-\ thi& m,1tter 
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�nder an inii:ppropriate Head. If he says 
it now he will not say it again. 

Ml'. WJLLS: I appreciate the kindness 
of the Ch,1inn n. I will make a general 
appeal that as regards the ferry fares, 
while the public appreciates the effort of 
the Manager to accommodate theU1 he 
�ight consider the advisability of return
mg t� the cheap fare for working people 
crossrng the river. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Government has 
listened with interest to the rem,1rks of 
hon. Members who lmve spoken and con
sideration will be given to them. 

Item passed. 

Item 2-l-Trnvelling Expenses and 
Subsistcnc:e Allowances, $220. 

Mr. 'ELl�AZAR: In the old lhLy;; tho 
C,1pb1im; of the Government sLm1men; got 
bo,1rd when tnwelling on the 1·i vers, but I 
undersL,111d it ltai:; been stopped. It is a 
great lu1rdship 011 the Capt,lins. It is ,1 

sm,Ll\ amount and ,LI:! I i:;ee the General 
nifa1mger present I hope he will see his 
way to res tore it. 

'1'1IE Cl:IAIRi\IAN: I think the matter 
ha,; bce11 co11Kidered by the Board, but [ 
h,wc 110 doubt they will consider it agu.i11. 

Mr. LUCKHOO: I should like to sup
port the appeal of the hon. M.embcr. 

Item 26-Pcnsions and Grnluities, 
$1,600. 

Mr. D�; AGU[AR: I woulu like to 
know whether this is a, fund at the di1:1cre
tion oi the Boal'd. 

T1rn CCJLONIAL SECRETAH,Y: That 
is just. an amount put on the Estimu.tc.; 
frolll wl 1iuh ponsious and grntujties ,we 
paid by the Board during the year. I 
believe that �Ir. W roug is paid out of this, 
,uid any others that may eome up. If the 
Board after con!!iclering the remarks made 
by hon. Members, deeic\e to start a Pen
sions Fund of their own, pel'irn.ps this vote 
will come out. I understand that they 
have a Provident Society. 

1\lfainte1mnee of SttLtions aud Build
ings-

Mr. ELEAZAR: I desire to stress the 

remarks made by the hon. Member for 
Eastern Berbice with respect to the exten 
�ion of the shed on the Rosignol stelling. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: We 
pl'opose to do that work next ycal'. Pro
vision has been made for it. 

'l'n1tlic Brnnch--

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: With reg,Lrd 
to freight charges for cattle on the Berbice 
rail way representations were made last 
year to the Board and they wore reduced 
to a ce1·tai11 extent. I am ,1ppealing again 
to Government fo1· a. fui·thel' reductiou to 
meet present conditions in the cattle 
trade. The freight on cattle is 100 per 
cent. more than it was in pre-war d,1ys, 
while the v,1lue of cattle has dropped by 
about at least 30 pet· cent. I am asking 
tlrnt eonsideration be given to this m,tttei· 
especially in view of the fact tlu1t owing 
to the llood and the succeeding drought 
the ·formers lmvc nothing to depellll upon 
but their cattle for which they have to pay 
$2 per head to bring them to Georgetown 
by mihmy. I thiuk tlmt charge i� high 
for .J.O or 50 miles. T appeal to Govern
ment and to the 'l'rnnsport Board to isee 
whether tl11'y eau redut;e the eharge. 

JYlr. LUC KHOO: I am going to sup
port tlmt appe,11 beeause representations 
have been made to me by large cattle 
de,Llers on the Corentyue Coast. vVe must 
see to it tlrnt the people ,He given 
better facilities ,1n<l eheaper n1tes to 
bring their cattle to Georgetowu. At 
prese11t tht•rr, is no export trnde in 
cattle to Sui·imLrn ot· Nickerie ,LS in the 
good olrl days "'hen steamei·s took large 
shipments of e11ttle to Sttrinam where large 
profits were nrnde. Tltc only outlet is 
Georgetowll in •;lie faue of very severe 
competitio11 uy Rupu11uni <.>;,tlle. Some 
people have noLhing else to depend on but 
their e,1ttle, their crops lmving bee11 
ruined by the tlood. Government might e,tse 
the sitmLtion by reverting to the old scale 
oE freights. j\lr. Haly has pointed out the 
anomalies in the present schedule in view of 
the very low priue of cattle. There should be 
direct and frequent shipments of cattle to 
Georgetown, and if ,my help cm1 be given 
it will be very aeceptable to the people. 

J\fr. SEAFORD: I appreciate the 
remarks made by the hon, Membei·s who 
have spoken, but the point that has struck 
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me is this: are hon. lYiembers sure that the 
farmers will get the benefit of a l'eduction 
of the freight charges, or the butchers? 
Unfortunately, all over the world freight 
rates have gone up although produce is 
lower than it ever was. It seems to me to 
be one of those difficult matters which 
nobody has been able to hanrlle. 

lYir. PEER BACCHUS : Freight rntes 
are added to the cost. 

lVfr. SEAFORD : I appreeiate that, but 
the butchers will s,ty " You are getting a, 
reduction on your freight, we will give you 
so much less for your cattle." 

lYir. ELEAZAR: Two dollars a he;td is 
too much. One railway waggon i1; allowed 
to carry only 10 head. I suggest th,1t the 
t,1riff on the waggon be reduced from $20 
to $18. 

STEAMER SERVICES. 

Item l-C,1ptains and .Mates, $11,200. 

lYir. BRASSINGTON: At the last 
Annual Session I made a plea that the 
C,Lptains of the steamers be supplied with 
breakfast by the Transport Department. 
Your Excellency promised that the mattet· 
would be gone into by the 'l'ransport 
Boal'd, and I got a L'eply that the question 
was thol'oughly gone into but it was 
regretted that the Directors could not see 
their way to do it. 'l'hat was not the 
first occasion on which I had brought up 
wh,1t I eonsidet· a grnve hardship on these 
Ca.pta,ins. I remembet· th:1t when M.essrs. 
Sproston rnn the steamers their Capt11ins 
were supplied with breakfast and luneh. 
Those men are out in all wea.thers and 
have to get their meals !LS best they can. 
The excuse given is tha.t the Transport 
Dep,trtment does not do the catering, it is 
done on eouLra.eL. I <.;011::.iJet· iL ex.Ln::wdy 
mea.n on the part of the Dit-ectors that for 
the sake of afew dollars these men are denied 
breakfast. They a,re most capable men and 
aredeservingofbetter treatment. If Govern
ment intimates to the Board that it should 
be done it would be done. Later 011 f expect 
to hear about the personal allowa.nces 
to these unfortunate ruen. I feel very 
strongly on the subject and I hope Gov
ernment will see that in 1935 a, sum is 
pt·ovided in order to give these C,tp
taius bre,1kfast and lunch while travelling 
on the steamers. 

lVfr. LUOKHOO: T desire to support 
the hon. Member's appeal. Your Excel
lency has alrea.dy given a promise that the 
matter will be looked into. These Cap
tains are al ways on duty, a.nd I know the 
great inconvenience they are put to. 

Dr. SINGH: 1 desire to make a, similar 
appea.l 011 be half of the engineers. I 
think they should be treated in the same 
wa.y. (Laughter). 

Mr. ELEAZAR : That is why we can
not get anything. vVe are asking for 
something the Captains used to have. 
The engineers never had it. 

The Committee adjourned for the 
luneheon recess, and on the resumption 
lVIr. vVoolford was present. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The question raised 
this morning with reg,1rd to meals for the 
Citpta.ins has already been considered, but 
I h;we no doubt that the Trnnsport Board 
will go into the matter a.ga.in in the light 
of whitt has been sa.id. 

Item passed. 

TRAFFIC BRANCH. 

Mt·. BH,ASSINGTON: I appea.l to 
Government to see whether it cannot 
reduce the freight rntes from Essequebo. 
Your Excellency and Members of the 
Council ,tre fully aware oE the conditions 
in Essequebo to-day. I do not only refEr 
to the Essequebo Coast but also to the 
isla.nds o� 'vV a.kenaam and Leguan. I 
think the present freight rate is 10 cents 
pet· bag of rice from Aurora, and I think 
it is the same from Wakenaam. On 12 
bags of rice of 180 lbs. each it works out 
at $1.20 per ton, whieh in my opinion is 
excessive. Before the session is closed 
Your Excelleney will receive a petition 
with respect to the se11 defence rates. These 
freight rntes are more than the people of 
Essequebo can bear. Here is an oppor
tunit_y for Government to show some 
sympathy with the people of Essequebo. 
I woL1ld like to have some assurance in the 
matter, aud not what I term. a vague 
promise. I a.sk that early steps be taken 
to reduce the frieght rates even by 20 
cents per ton. 

Mr. CANNON: T am going to throw 
in my lot with the last speaker. l had 
the necessity to be ,tboqt the people at 



229 Committee oj Supply 13 DECEMBJ,;R, 1934-. Committee of Supply 230 

Suddie, Wakenaam and Leguan quite 
recently, and I am satisfied that they are 
having an awful time in ro.aking two endR 
meet. It seems to me that the day is not 
far distant when Government will be asked 
to do something for them so as to keep 
body and soul together. At least, if the 
farmers can be assisted by the reduction 
of the cost of transportation it wuuld be a 
move in the right direction. .If Govern
ment is losing a certain sum of money on 
transportation what difference would it 
make if it lost ,1 little mo1·e in helping the 
people? I feel that ,my relief that might 
be given to the people in that part of the 
Colony should be given inst,111tly, and I 
hope Your Excellency will do something 
in the near futut·e to assist them. In the 
meantime this trivial suggestion might 
well be considered. 

Mr. D�: AGUIAR: I would t1lso like tu 
support the plea for a reduction of the 
freight rates on rice. I think it should be 
made a business proposition. If the rates 
were reduc:ed the DeparttUent wottld secure 
�1 higher percentage of freight. The 
Department cannot get the same amount 
of freight that is carrie<l by smsi,ller crnft, 
punts, etc. A punt goes alongside every 
out-going steamer or a wharf, ,1n<l in that 
way handling is minimised. I think the 
freight rate on a bag of rice by punt from 
the Essequebo Coast is 9 cents. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: It is as low as 8 
cents. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: If the freight by 
i;teamer is 10 cents it is obviou.� that the 
steamer will get very little, if any tLt all. 
From my own experience I know that the 
steamers only obtain rice freight in very 
strenuous circumstances-if one is in ,1 
huny to make i;hipment. Then' is also 
Lhis point tlrn,t when it punt is unloaded 
a,longside a steamer it i;,we,; the shipper 4 
cents per bag which is charged as wha,·fage 
by the steamer agents. In addition to the 
high"r freight rate by i;teamer the shipper 
has to pay carbtge and wharfage. lt i;eems 
to me that some relief is necessary, ,t11d if 
the Department would only look upon it 
from a business point of view its freight 
returni; would be venr much increttsed. 
Perhaps it might be· made a se,tsonal 
charge so as to cope with the tr,tli'ic dtll'i11g 
the crop seai;on. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I would like to 

endorse what has been said for the very 
good reason that when I was in Wakena,1m 
and Leguan during the h1st by-election 1 
was asked to do certain things, and I 
promised to do everything I was asked, 
among thtim being to encourage Govern
ment to provide cheap freight fo1· milk 
from Leguan. It is a very ditlicult posi
tion, I admit, because you compete wilh 
the punts when you lower the freight, and 
on the other hrmd you compete with the 
people who buy the stuff from the pro
ducers. But if a punt can bring a bag of 
padi to Georgetown for 8 cents the 
steamer should be able to bring it for the 
same figure or even a little less. I cannot 
conceive of the possibility of a person 
prefening to entrust his goods with punls 
and schooners which are at the mercy of 
the wind and waves. V\lhatever goes by 
punt is a loss to the Trnnsport Depart
ment because the steamer travels with 
that amount of freight less. 

Mr. W ALO ;TT : Besides putting those 
poc,1· punt-men out of eu.1ployment I Mn 
afraid thi�t the steamers would have to pa_v 
a premium to get freight so as to make it 
worth while bringing rice by steamer. In 
other words the Transport Department 
would have to give the steamer a bonus of 
one cent to m,1ke it worth while. It is 
physic,i,lly impossible unless the steamers 
can go into the canals and take up the 
rice. The Transport Boa1·d went very 
carefully into the matter some years ago. 

Mr. BH.ASSINGTON: I am very 
pleased ,111d grntified to he,1t· the solicitude 
of the hall. Nominated Member for the 
puntmen, but perhap;; he is uot aware of 
drainage condition::; on the Essequebo 
Coast. He ought to know because old 
iron and rice consigned to him have been 
held up for a week because the sea punt� 
could not get out of the channel. J£ there 
were none of those dilliculties in regard to 
shipping produce by punts the situittion 
in Essequebo in regard to freight rates 
would be very much altered to the benefit 
of the people t,here, but the trouble is that 
oue never knows when he can get the sea 
punts out of most of the koker channels 
on the Essequebo Coast. Transport Ly 
steamer in faster aud more certain, and I 
submit th,tt the arguments by the hon. 
Nominated Member do not apply at all. 
He is talk iug with his tongue in his cheek 
(laughtet·) when he refe1·s to the difficul 
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ties and how much cheaper it would be 
for the people to !'lend their goods by 
punts. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I would not say that 
he was talking with his tongue in his 
cheek, but I say that the st,eitmers will 
still run ·.\'ithout this freight, and if the 
rates were reduced �he steamers would 
still be getting something, :tnd it would 
not cost any more to rnn them. 

:VJ 1·. WALCOTT: Both hon. Members 
ha,ve missed the point. If the steamers 
brought 1·ice free it would still cost the 
shippers mo1·e for trnnsport tlmn they pay 
the punts now to b1·ing it all the ,1·iiy, 
because you have to take into account 
cartage, wharfage etc. As far as the 
remarks of the hon. Member for �'estem 
Essequebo are concerned I thiuk that the 
Government has a drainage scheme 011 in 
Essequebo, and T am surprised to hear 
that the channels are frequently blocknl, 
and that the hon. Member does not sec 
tha!, they :tre kept clear. (Laughter). 

l\ir. BRASSINGTON: The hon. Nomi
nated Member's knowledgP. of the Esse
quebo Coast is nil. In the first phtce the 
drainage scheme was designed and canied 
out by the Government. If there a.re any 
dilliculties-and there are many-they are 
due to the <lovernment. At the present 
moment the total crop of 1·ice on the 
E�sequebo Coast is ca1Tied by Govern
ment stea,me1·s and seft punt�. U the 
people of Essequebo had money they 
would buy suliicient punts to take their 
produce, but unfortunately they h,we not 
the money to buy 11 fleet of punts. That 
is the whole question. If there were no 
sea punts an extra stea,me1· would have to 
be mn to cope with the rice crop. Hon. 
Membel's should get authenLic information 
before they make criticisms regarding the 
unforturntte people in Essequebo. 

THE CHAIRMAN: Hon. Members will 
realise that I cannot give ,tny assurance in 
regard to t�e reduction of the height on 
rice, but I have no doubt that the Trnns
port Board will go into the matter again. 

Item passed. 

BAR'l'ICA-POT..I.RO ROAD SERVICE. 

Item 3-::.vlaintenance and Repairs, 
$12,000. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I take it that this 
sum is for the lonies that run on the 
road. Does it allow for depreciation? 

Mr. McD I\VID (Colonial Treasurer): 
ltem 7 is Depreciation. 

Mr. SEAFORD : How many lorries are 
the1·e '! 

THE CH . .\IRMAN: Eighteen. 
Mr. SEAFORD: And only $3,200 is 

put down fo1· depreciation? Apparently 
the life of 11 lorry on that road is very 
shol't. 

.Mr. CANNON: Where c,m I find the 
corresponding s11ving supposed to be 
covered by this amount? In other words, 
there was something said about so much 
money made on this road. T would like to 
know where it is shown, Ol' whether it has 
been deducted from tbe figures submitted 
to us. 

THE CHATRMAN: It will be found on 
page 12 under Reccipts-Bartica-Potaro 
Road. 

Item 7-Depreciation, $3,200. 

Tm� COLONIAL SECRETARY : I 
move that this item he increased by $1,000. 
The figure of $3,200 was based on a three
year life. It has now been decided to 
wol"l, 011 a two-ye,tr life of a lony, which 
would increase the item by another 
$1,000. 

Mr. SEA.FOH,D : What is the pt·ice of 
the lorries? 

Tm: OHAIHi\L.\N: Roughly about 
$1,000. 

l.\'lr. SEA.FORD : It is $9,000 a vear. 
I am sure the amount for depreciation is 
not correct. IL is making a profit into a 
lOSS. 

THF: COLONIAL SECRETARY : It is 
impossible to give the information right 
away because some of the lorries have 
been rep!iLced and some are absolutely new. 
If the hon. Membe1· would like to have the 
information I would get the Department 
to work it out. 

i\l 1·. SEAFORD: The average life of a 
lorry is two years, and if it cost $1,000 it 
means that the annual expenditure for 
depreciation· is about $9,000. It is turn
ing a profit of $2,800 into a loss. 

Item incre1\sed to $4-,200. 
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HARBOUR SERVICES. 
Ttem 4-Hydrograpltical Surveyor ,rncl 

Pilot, $2,160. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : This is a new 
item on the Fixed Establishment. The 
officer is obviously ·a Pilot, and the maxi
mum Ralary of a Pilot is $1,920. I am 
against any increase and I do not mind 
what the Govemrnent or the Trnnsport 
Department likes to call any of its oflicers. 

Mr. SEAFORD : M,1y I remind the 
hon. Member that at a Sea Defence Board 
meeting some months ,1go it was agreed 
that the Board should share in the cost of 
hydrographic sueveys. It was pointed 
out that if we knew something more about 
our foreshores we might be a,ble to take 
measures to prevent the collapse of the 
wall as happened on the East Coast. It 
was decided to ask Government to allow 
us to engage the services of this officer. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I pl'Opose to move 
that the item be deleted. One expects an 
explanatory note to determine whether it 
is a matter of necessity. I understand 
tlmt the otlicer is only toying wiLh it. 

•
1\'.ir. BH,ASSINGTON: I agree,with the 

hon. Member. It is not only a new item 
but there is no expla1rntion given what
ever. 

Mr. lVIcDA VID : Thi� otlicer is ,1 Pilot 
and has statutor_y rights to pension con
fened by the Ordinance. I uu:lerstand he 
has been selected to do hydrogrnphic sm·
vey work as well. He has not been put on 
the Fixed Establishment but 11.1erely 
1·etains those rights although he hiLs been 
specially i-elected to do these duties. In 
addition the Sea Defence Board is paying 
a proportion of the incre,1se in salary, 
which is being paid into the revenue of the 
'!'rnnsport and H11rbours Department. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Is he a Pilot still in 
the Service? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: He 
is doing this work in ,Ldditioa to his work 
as a l'ilot owing to his speci,11 knowledge. 

lVfr. ELEAZAR : Is he to get an in
crease in salary ? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: Yes, 

owing to his speci,11 knowledge. Mr. Davis, 
in addition to his work >LS a Pilot, is 
a,ssisting in this survey work a.nd thet·efore 
it is thought he should be ptLid an extra 
£50. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : I am still not 
satisfied. Is this officer at prnsent em
ployed as a Pilot 01· is he doing this survey 
work? What is he doing at pl'esen• ? 

Mr. SEAFORD: I might remind the 
hon. :Vlember that we have hn;d several 
su1·veys, and this officer has been ,10ing 
the work. He has been p,Lid hy �he Se:i 
Defence Board for the work he has been 
doing. 

ML". ELEAZAR : The question has been 
asked, ,vhat is the officet· doing at present? 
Is he doing the work of ,. Pilot 01· a sur
veyor? 

TnE COLONrAL SECRETARY : I 
said he is doing a Pilot's work and this. 
He ha,s been cloing both for the last three 
monthB of hLst year in addition to his 
duties as a Pilot. I can give no further 
explanation I do not know whether tlw 
hon. Member understands rne now. 

Mr ELEAZAR: I ask what i� he doing 
at the present time? (Laughter). 

Mr. WOOLFORD : The officer is at 
pre8ent a Pilot on the Fixed Est>Lblishment 
of the Colony. He is lVIr. D,wis who is a 
Pilot with ,t knowledge of hyd rograLphic 
sul'vey work. He is combining the otiices 
at very little cost to the Colony. At ,mch 
times when he is not performing the duties 
of ,L Pilot he will do hyclrogrnphic �urvey
ing. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : I do not cleHire 
to question the orlicer's capabilities as a 
hyclrogra,phic surveyor. I ,1111 not com
petent to expreHs ,my opinion as to his 
abilities in tlmt direction, but what I do 
say is that if an elected M.ernbet· lrns any 
responsibility ot· nny 1·ights as �uch it 
seems th,Lt our rights h,we Leen ignored. 
At the last Annual Session the Council 
voted a cert,Lin sum for the ol'l:icer to be 
employed as ,l Pilot. I cannot find out 
yet how long he lrn� boen doing this hy
drogrnphic survey work. At any rate 
money was not voted at the last Annual 
Session for him to do that work, and I 
1:ontend that Government should have come 
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back to the Council to vote this ex:tra 
money which I assume he has been getting. 
He is not getting the salat•y we voted last 
year, $1,920. Government has taken him 
off the job for which his salary was votecl 
and put him on anot.hm· job without the 
slightest reference to this Council. I can
not stand for that. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: This officer is being 
called upon to do special work in addition 
to his substantive work. Immediately as 
he is selected for tlmt work, which as far 
as I know is an experiment, .£50 is added 
to his emoluments and is made pensionable. 
That is 111.y only objection. If the 8ea 
Defence Board is p:Lying him £50 as a 
special amount that item should be shown 
separately so that Members would be 
aware of the special payment which should 
not be pensionable. After all this work is 
only in the natu1·e of a,n experiment. The Sea 
Defence Board might find th:Lt the services 
of the olficer al'B no longe1· 1·equired, and 
might refuse to subscribL• their portion 
of his 5alary. In the meantime he has got 

,_ on here for additional pension rights.

Mr. ELEAZAR: I move tl1e deletion of 
the item until Government has made up 
its mind. It seems to me that the worst 
thing for Government to do is to appoint 
·Member:; of the Council to these .Boards.
vVheu one is 11ppointe:l to the Forest

• Trnst he votes ag,iinst everybody, and
when anothet· gets on the Tran:sport Board
he tries to double-cross others. If tho
officer is wanted fo1· this work then some
bo<ly else is cluing his work as t\ Pilot.
How is that person being paid ?

Mr. DE AGUIAR: Pl'ovision for the 
£50 should be made in Appendix D where 
it is shown that the 8ec:retarv of the Se,i 
Defence Board recei vcs £50. That is 
where the £50 for this ntiicPr �hould 
appear. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: The services of this 
officer arc 11ot only being required for sea 
defence work, but also in connection with 
the harbours of Georgetown and New 
Amsterdam in contemplation of proposed 
dredging, and it is a matter of computation 
!Ls to how far a propo1·tion of his salary
should be pensionable. I perso1rnlly have
some doubt about that, ancl to tl111t extent
the criticisms arc just. It is a matter fo1·
consideration whether the ufl"ice1·, who has

just started to pedo1·m these duties, should 
h,we his ex.tm remuneration made pension
able at the outset. Whether his special 
services should be made pensionable at so 
early a stage is open to doubt. [ am 
inclined to agree with hon. Members that 
the extra amount should not be pe11sion-
11ble. 

Item as printed i1greecl to. 

Dredge-
Mr. ELEAZAR : I am afraid that the 

dredgP is going to C,Luse a plenty of 
trouble when it an·ives. I have a recol
lection that the late Governor went up to 
New Amste1·d1Llll and discussed with a 
number of us the possibility of dredging 
the New Amsterdam harbour. Whilst 
the discussion was going on it became 
evident that the dt'edge which it was 
intended to order would be too small 
altogether for use in New Amsterdam. [t 
was therefore decided to 01·der one double· 
the size or double the price. That is how 
this dredge has been ordered at this price. 
Now that the dredge is about to come 
out it has been said that it will not be 
taken to New Ams tel'daru at all. I call 
that a breach of faith. It iii said that 
other gentlemen outside have expressed 
the view that something else should be 
done. \Vhen the dredge comes I will

stump the country and see if [ cannot get 
tho people t-o wake up and take care of 
themselves. 

.Mr. CANNON: You c,urnot do that. 
It cannot be done. 

l\fr. ELEAZAR: J have mentioned the 
matter now because the dredge is not very 
fa1· from coming. I feel sorl'y to think 
that a Go,,ernor should confer with the 
people who are concel'lled and get them to 
consent to double the size and price of the 
dredge, and when the time arrives for it 
to he brought out they are told they will 
not have it !Lt all. The Governor has 
gone and will not be here when it arrives. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: What I ,im con
cerned about is the sum of $1,680 to be 
paid to the Dredge Master. J s there 
nobody in this C0lony who is capable of 
working thi! tlreclge? I have very fresh 
recollections of the dredge operating in 
the Pomeroon river. There was a Dredge 
Master there who wa� paid a considerable 
sum per month under the supervision of 
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the Public Works Department. I saw 
that gentleman some weeks ago and he 
asked me if I could help him to get 
employment. I believe he is a competent 
and capable man. I have only spoken to 
him twice in my life. I think when 
employment of this sort is avaibble Gov
ernment should look around to see if there 
is anybody in the Colony who can do the 
work. 1 thirik the man is a Dutchman 
Il!ll)Jed Millard. Government evidently has 
a high opinion of him because he was 
employed for about five years. As regards 
the purclrn,sing of the dredge I suppose 
the Crown Agent8 will do that, and they 
will send out the Dredge Master. We 
have been left without a vestige of power 
or authority. The sooner we realise it 
the better. 

Mr. CANNON: Do 1 understand a 
Dredge Master is coming out to the 
Colony? 

THE CHAIRMAN: He is coming with 
the dredge I underst,and. 

Mr. CANNON: Is it sailing out? 

Tm, CHAIRMAN : It is coming under 
its own power. 

Mr. CANNON: If the Dredge Master 
is coming to remain here I will move the 
deletion of the item. 

Tm: CHAIRMAN : He will remain 
here. 

Mr. CANNO�: I inove the deletion of 
the item. 

Mr. BRASSTNGTON: I second tl,H.t. 
'\Vhen the dredge was asked fol' tLnd the 
idea was to get >Lil expert ·DredgA M,LsLer 
from Enghmcl it was suggested that we 
should hrwe a man on !L two-yeH.r agree
ment with the ide!L t,luLt he should train 
local men to operate the dredge. Pe1·haps 
Government knows about the man I 
referred to. 

THE CHAIRMAN: That matter has 
been gone into and we cannot find any
body in the Coleny who has any experience 
of hiLnclling a big sea dredge. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I mtule no com
mt,nt 011 this gentleman's ability, but I 
have arrived iLt tl1e opinion that he must 
have ability otherwise the Government 
could not have had hun in its employ for 
five years. I am assuming that he is a 

very capable man from his length of 
service. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: lt seems to me that 
certain people come to this Colony and 
assume a rnighty lot when they iissume 
that nobody in the Colony can do certain 
things. V\Theu experts come from abroad 
they learn the job at other people's 
expense. On what authority was the 
statement made that a man cannot he 
found in this Colony to operate a dredge? 
I am afraid that Government assumes too 
much, and it is always against the local 
man. Misfits are brought here from time 
to time and we have to foot the bill. 
What happens at the end of the two 
years? Suppose the Dredge Master proves 
a failure and sinks the dredge or sinks 
himself? 

Mr. CANNON: I beg to withdraw my 
opposition. I quite forgot when I started 
that the Imperial Government is paying 
for it. 

Item passed. 

EXTRAORDINARY EXPENDITURE ON RE
NEWALS AND REPLACEMEN'l'S, 

Item 3-One Steamer to replace s.s. 
"Arapaima," $100,000. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON : Can Govern
ment give the Council any information as 
to the type of steamel' it is proposecl to 
purchase, whether an oil burner or what? 
I am not asking the question out of 
curiosit)'· For an expenditure of $100,000 
we should know what sort of stearnet· we 
rue getting aw.l where it is going to 
operate. 

Tm; COLONIAL SECRl�TARY: It 
has not been definitely decided, but it is 
suggested that we should get a ste:Lmer 
fitted with a Diesel engine. 

FURTHER EXPENDITURE ON CAPITAL 

Acc0UN'r. 

�fr. SEAFORD : One turn table was 
imported la�t year. Is it necessary to get 
another next year? I think if you run the 
locomotive up with the smoke box one .._ 
way the next day you can rever8e it. 
Another thing is the extension of the 
Workshop. $11,000 is ,i large sum to 
spend on a building in one year, and 
$11,520 for additional machine tools is 
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also a large sum. Is another turn table 
necessary? Can't these things be done one 
at a time? 

THE CHAIRMAN : As rngurds the 
turn table I think the hon. Member will 
recollect that Mr. Cooper recommended 
that at least one should be purchased as 
soon as possible owing to the fact that the 
engines were wearing their bearings on one 
side. It is said that it is necessary to 
have another at the Rosignol end in order 
to have the desired effect in tuming the 
engines around. 

Mr. SEAFORD: With one turn bLble 
in Georgetown an engine can be turned 
around every other day. 

THE CHAIRMAN: It i� sa.id to be also 
undesirnble to run some of those engines 
on the reverse. '.!.'he full journey run on 
the reverse is not good for the engines. It 
costs more to maintain them. As regards 
the hon. Member's reference to the cost oE 
the additional tools and the Workshop 

- extension I am afraid I know nothing
about that.

Mr. CANNON : Is there anyone com
ing out to instal those parts? (Laughter). 

Mr. AUSTIN: The Workshop was re
cently inspected by the Directors and if 
the Hon. Mr. Seaford went round there he 
would, I feel sure, condemn it as dangerous. 
I was astounded to see the various 
machines goin�, the number of people 
operating them and the little pass,Lges 
through which they ha.ve to p[�ss to get 
from one place to another. I was as
tounded that there were no a,ccidents, but 
if we do not do something now there will 
be an accident, in which case we will have 
to pay. compensation. I arn certain tlrnt 
the Hon. Mr. Seaford would not allow 
such a state of ll,ffairs on a sugar csta,te. 

Mr. SEAFORD: The hon. Member lms 
missed thP- point. Apparently this is 
required for additiona.l machines. My 
point is is it neces�ary to have these 
machines at the present time? 

TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
understand from the General Manager that 
it is necessary to have additional 
machinery. He is simply waiting for a 
place to put them. 

Item 
$1,500. 

7-Stelliog at Morawhanna,

Mr. BRASSING TON : I have only been 
to Morawhanna once. This is a hardy 
annual and I am very glad to see the item 
on the Estimate. 

COLONIAL SECRETARY'S OFFIC!l. 
Mr. CANNON: With your permission, 

sir, T beg to move that item Ie under the 
Head " Colonial Secretarv's Office" be re
committed. I refer to th� item " 2 Class I 
Clerks, $:3,594" which was reduced yester
day to $1,878. I wish to make my posi
tion quite clea.r in this matter. Since we 
adjourned yesterday it has been brought 
to my notit:e-I think your Excellency 
said so during the debiLte. I do not i:my I 
disbelieved you but I wanted to m,Lke sure 
what you said was true. (La.ughter) I 
therefore ask you to allow me to read 
what I said at the Anrnml Session on the 
14th of December, 1933. This is what I 
said:-

" I am prepared to give !DY vote in 
favour of the appointment of a local 
officer. I am in agreement that such 
assistance is necessary, but you are not 
going to get anyone to come out here at 
£500 who is going to be of any assistance 
to the Colony or the Colonial Office." 

'• 
,-

I opposed the importation of a gentleman 
from the Colonial Office aud gave an under
taking that if a local officer could be found 
I would give hiru my support. I ask you 
to ,11low the item to be recomroitted and 
it will lmve my support. I um not going 
to go back upon what I sa.id. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I ha.ve never heard 
anything of tho kind. Yesterday we had 
evidence convinciug enough that this 
otlicer could be done without. We did not 
strike it out because we did not believe a 
promise was made nn a. former occasion. 
It was not because we disregarded the 
promise but because after considerable 
a1·gument it was proved that the office 
could be run without an additional cle1·k. 
I would be surprised to know that the hon. 
Member voted yesterday as he did because 
he thought be had voted the other way 
last year. I think he voted on what he 
heard yesterday. I hope Government will 
not accede to his request. It would be 
a dangerous precedent, 

- ..
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THE CHAIRIYIAN: The hon. Member 
cau move that the item be recommitted. 
1 t need not be seconded. 

Mr. CANNON: I formally move that the 
item be recommitted. 

THE CHAIRMAN: I accede to the 
request that the item be recommitted. I 
now put the item as printed. 

Mr. SEAFORD: Have we the power to 
recommit any item? 

THE CHAIRMAN : Yes. 

Mr. SEAFORD: v\Te will be here until 
10 years hence. I understand that we 
vote·d in favour of this apointment, but 
the one we did not vote for was the office1· 
to replace Mr. Hill. 

Mr. BRASSINGTON: I remember the 
debate last year very well, and I think the 
hon. i1lernbe1· for Ge0rgetown North will 
find thi�t r vigorously opposed the bringing 
of any derk from the Colonial Office to as
sist here. I think I st.id that it would be 
found that instead of assisting he would 
have to be.,_);anght by the senior men in the 
office. My position is that I do not wish 
to be a party to any injustiee to any 
official, especially to a junior officer, and 
I am quite willing to give my vote for the 
a,,ppo'iutrnent of this clerk if the1·e is any 
likelihood of an injustice beiDg done. 

" 

Mr. CANN.ON: I move that. the officer 
be aJ>poipted i.n view of wh0,t was decided 
on the last occasion. vYhat I said then 
I siLy again. I !Lill prepared to give my 
vote in favour of t,he appointment of a 
local officer. If it i8 to bt• gi vt·n to a loeal 
o·f·licer -Government will lrnv� my vote.

Mr DE AGUIAR: I wish to move
the 'amendment I moved yesterday, that
the item be cal'ried out at $1,878. It is
unnecessary to covet· the ground again. I
think the hon. Member for Gorgetown
North was folly convinced that at the
present moment the intention is to appoint
two additional officers to the Colonial
Secretariat. There can be no question
abont that. Tf the hon Member presses
his motion I shall have to move that the
item be carried ont at $1,878.

Mr. ELEAZAR: And Your Excellencv 
will give me permission to ask that the 

,estimates for the Forest Department be 
recommited. One or two Members were 
absent when the division was taken and so 
we lost, and we had to accept defeat. 
Some Members are not here to-day who 
voted against this it.em yesterday. Is it 
therefore fair to recommit it now ? Your 
Excellency will be creating an unprn
eedented procedure. Government cannot 
allow that kind of thing ; we will be here 
forever. If the hon. Member gave his 
word last year and sees n'ason to change 
now but eannot change his views I do not 
know what sort of roan he is. There 
should be a limit to this sort of thing. 

THE CHAIRMAN : It all depends on 
the ground on which the item is recom
mitted. It seems a reasonable request to 
make and it is also reasonable for me to 
accede to it. 

Mr. SEAFORD : Is there any objection 
to my asking for a recotr\mittal of the 
Forestry vote ? A certain decision was 
arrived at. in this matter yesterday, and 
because it pleases Government they are 
prepared to recommit the item to-day. 

111-rn CHAIRMAN : That is not the 
position. The point is that the hon. 
1VI ember has asked that it be recommitted
and I am now asking whether he wishes it 
voted upon. The hon. Merobet· has made 
a statement. He need not wish the item 
voted upon. 

Mr. CANNON : I wish to have it put 
to the vote. I thillk all these estimates 
should be iucreased ten-fold. 

Mr. WIG HT : I am not questioning 
Your Exeellcncy's ruli11g, but this is a 
very bad p1·inciplc to work on. Suppose 
we ask that any item he recommitted? 

'l'ai,; CHATR\lAN: We shall have to 
take our clrnnce on tlrnt I am afraid. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : Are we going to 
obstruct Government? I will ask for the 
reeomruital of the Foresfry vote, and I will 
t,ilk until to-morrow morning, and talk 
sense ,ill the time. (Laughter). 

THE CHAIRMAN: I will fl.est of all put 
it to the vote that the item be recommitted. 

'fhe Committee divided and voted :-
Ayes-Messrs. 

Wood, Mullin, 
Major Craig, 

Cannon, Dr, Henderson, 
D'Andrade; McDavid, 

vV oolfo1,d, Bmssington, 
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Professor Dash, Major Bain Gray, Dias, 
The Attorney-General, The Colonial 
Secretary.-14. 

Noes- i\iessrs. Walcott, 
Bacchus, Seaford, Austin, 
Eleazar, Wight, Smellie.-9. 

Motion carried. 

Wills, Peer 
De Aguiar, 

Mr. WIGHT: I ask that the voting on 
the item be adjourned until to-monow so 
that we might get a larger Hoi.:.se. 

THE CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 
ClLn move to-monow for a recommittal of 
the item again. I will now put the item 
as printed. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I wish to speak on 
the amendment moved by the hon. Member, 
and T am asking Government to allow the 
discussion on this matter to remain over 
for another day because Government 
should do nothing to hamper the business 
of the Council. The Members who voted 
yesterday lLgainst the reduction of the 
item a.re not here to-day, and there is no 
guarantee that they will change their 
minds. I do not think it would be a 
good thing that those who would not 
change their minds and are not here to
day should be left out iu the cold. 

'l'HE CHAIRMAN: I am not anxious 
to take any advantage of the absence of 
hon. Members by taking a snap vote, as 
long ,is it is understood that the item will 
be recommitted on some day convenient 
to the Council. I think it is desirable to 
fix a time when the motion should be 
taken. 

Mr. DEAGUIAR: I think it should be 
left at the di�cretion of the mover of the 
amendment. 

'1'1rn CHAlRMAN : I will ask the hon. 
Member to name the day and time when 
he would like to have his amendment put. 

Mr. DEAGUIAR: I am not in a posi
tion to do so now, but I will inform the 
Clerk of the Council. 

Mr. BRASSJNGTON : There is prece
dent for the recommittal of an item. It 
has lmppened frequently. 

THB CHAIR.MAN: And when there is 

disagreement it is put to the vote. I do 
not want to take advantage of an empty 
House, therefore I would ask the hon. 
Member who has moved the amendment 
to inform the Clerk of the Council when 
he is prepared to go on with it. 

Mr. SEAFORD: Items have been re
committed when there was misunderstand
ing, not because a Member of the Council 
wished to change his vote. 

Mr. CANNON : I have no desire to 
change my mind. There was a misunder
standing yesterday when I gave my vote 
against the item. I did not remember the 
circumstances, and since we adjourned 
yesterday I have seen the Hansard report 
of what I said last year and I am prepared 
to stick to it. 

Item held over. 

REGISTRATION OF BIRTHS, DEATHS AND 
MARRIAGES. 

The items under this Head were passed 
without discussion. 

IMMIGRATION AND REPATRIATION. 

Mr. WALCOTT : Can't this work be 
done by the Dishict Commissioner for 
Georgetown? 

Dr. HENDERSON (Surgeon-General): 
Government has arranged that from next 
year the duties of the Registrar-General 
and Immigration Agent General will be 
performed by the Government Medical 
Officer of Health. Whatever might take 
place after that I am not in a position to 
say. 

Mr. WALCOTT: Is it not possible to 
assign these duties to the District Com
missioner? Surely a District Commissioner 
should be able to take care of this work 
and save a considerable sum of money; 

THE CHAIRMAN : I think the hon. 
Member probably was not here when the 
matter was debated before. Hon. Mem
bers will remember that this office was 
considerably reduced because a certain 
amount of the work is being done under 
the District Administration Scheme. It 
is necessary to maintain this office in 
G,eorgetown because there are lots of 
people living in Georgetown who register 
their births and deaths at this office. 
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Mr. WALCOTT: But there is a Dis
trict Commissioner residing in George
town. Why have this office as well? 

Dr. HENDERSON: There is a gl'eat 
deal in what the hon. Member has said. I 
think it is a matter for consideration in 
the future as to how this Department could 
be incorporated in the District Adminis
tration Scheme. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The question was 
gone into by me. The idea was to do 
away ·with the office altogether, but 1 
pointed out that the value of t'he records 
is very great and there is no room to keep 
them in the Surgeon-General's office, so 
that they have to remain where they are 
at the moment. If we could afford to 
build a safe sufficiently secure at the 
District Commissioner's office it would be 
possible to do so. The hon. Member may 
find that it is not quite practical to close 
that office at the moment. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I think the Surgeon
General told us that the work i8 going to 
be done by the Medical Officer of Health. 
Is he going to look after the records ? 1t 
seems to me that his time would be much 
better occupied in looking after the health 
of the Colony. 

Dr. HENDERSON : The office of 
Immigration Agent General has been 
tacked on to that of the Registrar-General, 
and the officer who should be the 
Registrnr-General is the Government 
Medical Officer of Health. Tt will be 
taken over by the Medical Officer of Health 
next year. 

SUPREME COURT, 

M.t·. WOOLFORD : I do not know
whether I am in order, but I would like to 
call attention to what appears to me to be 
an anomaly in the matter of the Judges' 
salaries. I think, after 36 years' active 
experience, I ought to know something 
about the matter. The position is that 
the work of the Courts has now to be car
ried on by two Judges. At the moment 
there are three-there is an acting api,oint
ment-but in the ordinary course of things 
the work, in both the Civil and Criminal 
Courts, has to be performed by two 
Judges alone. Since the elevation of 
Mr. Justice Gilchrist to the Trinidad 
Bench in the year 1931 there has 
only been one Puisne Judge in this Colony, 
but a grea.t IQ.any things have hiippened 

I 

since then. There has been almost a com
plete change in civil procedure involving 
an additional. amount of work, not only 
in open Court but in chambers. That is 
being borne in upon practitioners continu
ously, and there is scarely a day for that 
reason that one or other of the J udg�s is 
not engaged in that way. In some instances 
work of a very important characte1· has to 
be <lone by the Judges in chambers as dis
tinct from civil a,ctions in the Courts. 

I have risen to point out that this 
Colony is being overlooked by whoever is 
responsible for this state of affairs, 
and I cannot help feeling that it is 
unfair to a J uclge to have to perform the 
duties previously performed by two J u<lges 
at the same salary which he got when the 
other Judge was here, and especially when 
an annual saving has been .effected in the 
salary of one Judge. In other words, 
when Mr. Justice Gilch1·ist went to Tri(li
dad Mr. Justice Savary was Second Puisne 
Judge. His salary remains the same but 
his work has been considerably increased. 
I for one cannot understand how it iti 
possible for a gentleman, who was in 
this Colony not many years ago as a 
Police Inspector, to be now occupying the 
position of a Judge in Trinidad at a 
higher salary than our Puisne Judge. It 
seems to me that something is going to 
happen. We are either going to have our 
most talented Judges attracted to other 
Colonies, or we are going to be side
tracked by having, as we have had, Judges 
who-I have no hesitation in saying it
are unfit for their appointments from the 
point of view of legal qualifications. As a 
practitioner I strongly object to the sttlary 
of the Puisne Judge being maintained at so 
low a figure that it should not be an attrnc
tion to the best men to come here. 'rhey ,Lr:-, 
being attracted to other Colonies by the pay 
those Colonies offer, and I desire to enter 
a protest at once against officers being 
appointed to this Colony who enjoyed iu 
the Colony in which they have served a 
lesser salary than our Puisne J urlge, and 
being elevated here, perhaps quite rightly 
but at· the same time unjustly to this 
Colony in a way, at a higher salary. 
Appointments are being made to this 
Colony of pers9ns who, in the Colony in 
which they last served, enjoyed a lesser 
Halary than the Puisne Judge here. 

I do not understand how these things 
are possible, and why the Puisne Judge 
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who is here was not appointed to or given 
the salary of the post of the Puisne Judge 
immediately before him whose work 
he is now performing: That does not 
make for satisfaction, and quite irrespec
tive of whether it is Mr. Justice Savary or 
anyone else-I am speaking quite 
impersonally-the situ:1tion to-day is that 
we are maintaining a Judicial system that 
i� unfair to this Colony, and in the long 
n111 is going to cause considerable dissatis
faction. We cannot afford to have 
mediocre Judges in this Colony, but I am 
afraid that is going to be the result. I 
do ask that some revision be made along 
those lines so as to put this Colony in the 
position to be attractive to offic�rs who 
have real legal qualifications. 

THE CHAIRMAN : The hon. Member's 
observation will be considered by Govern
ment. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: At the time I am 
speaking about one Judge was getting 
$6,9,60 and the other $5,760. The Colony 
has been saved the expenditure of $6,960, 
the present Puisne Judge performing both 
his own work and that of the other Judge 
and still receiving the same salary. I do 
not think it is at all fair to that officer. 

Mr. AUSTfN: Can you tell us, sir, 
briefly, what the hon. Member has been 
ta,lking about. ·we have not heard a word 
at this end of the ta.hie. (Laughter). 

TnE CHAIR�L-\N: The ho11. Member 
will have an opportunity to read it in the 
newspapers to-morrow morning. (Laugh
ter). 

Mr. AUSTIN: l do not think I will, 
sir. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I do not know whether 
Government will of its own motion 
insert in the Estimates some amount in 
order to give this Judge a solatium for the 
additional work he has been caJled upon 
to <lo. It is only because the Financial 
Commissioners decided that one Judge 
should be withc.lrnwn and the Colonv be 
run by two Judges, and that thc,·e sliould 
be no First Puisne Judge, that this oflicer 
remains the Second Puisne Judge ·at' t'he 
S'.Ltne salary. Instantly one W>l8 re,uoved 
the other should have been moved up, but 
that was not done. The present Puisne 
Judge ha,s been doing a double portion of 
work for the same pay. That can hardly 

l;>e fair. I remember moving a motion, 
which I was induced to withdraw, for the 
appointment of a third Puisne Judge. A 
promise was made but was never redeemed. 
It is for us who know the circumstances 
to remedy the situation if we can. I hap
pen to know that litigants are suffering 
because I think a mandate has gone foi'th 
that the Supreme Court will only sit four 
hours per day. It begins at 9.30 .a.in., 
adjourns at 11.30 for an hour and a half 
for lunch, and stops at 3.30 p.m. Four 
hours per day for a J'udge, why? The 
Judges naturally say they are overworked. 
Four hones per day is manifestly absurd, 
but if lYir. Justice Savary had carried out 
that mandate he would have been in Ber
bice until now, because he could not get 
through the cases he had. He gave as much 
time as possible. 

Judges are conscientious so far as their 
work is concerned. They do not com -
plain, but is it fair that we should sit here 
and allow this injustice to continue? I 
think it is within the province of the 
Council and the Government to remedy it. 
I do not see why Government should re
commend that " Mr. So-and-So " should 
be given a Service Allowance, ancl when it 
comes to the Judges its hanc.ls a1·e tied. I 
ask Government to give something, if even 
it is in the shape of a Duty Allowance, to 
this particular officer and insist that the 
Supreme Court should sit five hours per 
clay. I hope Government will leave the 
matte1· open to Members of the Couu
cil to expreHs their views. It is not 
that Govemmeut does not know that 
Ml'. Justice Sitva,ry is not being fairly 
dealt with. The work of the Courts broke 
the health of the Chief Just.ice and vijry 
nearly tlrnt of :\1 r. Justice Savary too. It 
is it pity that Members of this Council, 
especially legal M.embers, have to stand up 
a,ad pleac.l for fair play to a Judge. It is 
not quite the thing. Government should do 
so of its own motion, but if we do not do it 
who else will'? 

l\Ir. D fAS: In the light of the aRsur
ance given the hon. 1\lember for New 
Am�terdam that Government will consider 
the matter·, I do not think I will address 
any remarks with respe0t to his n,presen
tations in connection with the office of 
Second Puisne Judge in this Colony, though 
1 desire to say that I absolutely associate 
myself with what he said in connection 
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with the emoluments of that particular 
office. The statement has been made that 
a proclamation has gone forth that the 
Judges have decided to sit four hours per 
day only. In the first place I say that 
four hours' sitting is nothing new. The 
late Sir Charles Major sat four hours per 
day, from 9 to 1 without a break, and 
although practitioners rep.resented that 
they preferred to have the period changed 
he preferred to sit tlutt way bec,1use he 
had objection to sitting in the ttfternoon 
on account of the heat. The period of 
sitting which now obtains was discussed 
by the Chief Justice on his arri v,tl with 
the other Judge, and is the result of colla
bo1·ation with a certain number of repre
sentatives of the legal profession who said 
it suited their clients very much better 
when the Court sat from 9.30 to 11.30

a.m. and from 1 to 3 p.m. For a man
who has to tax his brain every day in con
sidering points of law 1 think four hours
per day quite long enough.

Speci,tl reference has been made to Mr. 
Justice Savary. "\Ve all know he has had 
a very bad run of ill-health for several 
months. To him has fallen every 
important and lengthy case in this Colony. 
He sat 26 days one one case and a month 
on another, with his other work in between, 
and in addition he did a, volume of chamber 
work of which the public never hears. To
day I think he is pnying the pe1mlty for it 
because I do not thiuk he is enjoying very 
good h,",Llth. Unless a Judge is in good 
health _vou cannot expect to get the best 
out of him, ,md [ think he took upon him
self to "·ork late in 0t·der to get rid of two 
or three c:Lses. N oboiJv wants ,L sick 
Judge. I do hope tlmt !;on .. \I ember·s will 
appre,;iatE; ,that the Judges are doing the 
right thing, and that the lit.ignnts them
selves will re,tlise that it is iu their inter
est if the Courts ,we conduc Ged fLS it is 
proposPd to continue. Tt is not-hing new; 
it has obtttined in the time of the late Sir 
Charles Major. 

iVIr. ELEAZAR: Why not begin at 9 
o'clock ,tnrl b1ke one hour for luneh? ·why 
begin ,Lt 9.30 and t<Lke au hour and a half 
for lunch? I w.u1t tl1e Jtidges to be fairly 

paid. What I am conc�rned about is not 
the hours they work but that some extrn 
emoluments be given to Mr. Justice Savary 
who certainly deserves some consideration. 
It would only be doing him justice. 

Mr. CANNON: I understood the hon. 
Nominated Member to say that there was 
a meeting between the Judges and membflrs 
of the legal profession, but I did not he,Lr 
him say who represented the litignnts. 
They are the people who pay the piper 
,rnd ought to be heard. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: .-\ahough not 
a member of the legal profession I would 
like to support the suggestion made by 
the hon. !\iembec· for New Amsterdam. 
What is obvious to one's mind is that the 
Judges have to administer justice yet 
justice is not being meted out to them. 
Thl'> treatment of this particular Judge is 
not what he should receive from the 
Government. I therefore joiu in the 
appeal that considemtion be given this 
otlicer because it has been proved that he 
has been burdened with more work becam,e 
of the reduction of one Judge. I think he 
deserves the sympathetic consideration of 
Government. 

Trrn CHATRMAN: With regard to the 
question rnised about the number of 
Judges tlrnt matter is now being con
sidered. As reg,1,1·ds the rem,trks made 
,Lbout the salary of the Puisne J uclge I 
think Government c,111 t,tke a little credit 
to itself in having anticipated the remarks 
made this ,tl'teruoon by about 18 months 
or two vears. However, the 1mttter will 
be rais;d again in the light of the <list:us
sion this afternoon. 

i\1 r. WOOLFORD : T should like to 
call attention to the proposed appointment 
of one Class I. Clerk. I would emphasise 
the fad that in the m,tnagement of that 
office there should be someone appointed 
who has primary knowledge of book-keep
ing combined with legal qualifications, 
and it should not be clitiit:ult to find such 
a man. 

The Committee adjournerl nutil the foJ. 
lo�•ing chy at 11 o't:lock.


