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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Thimulay, 23rd N01:ember, lfl:JD. 

The Council met at 10.30 a.m., pursuant 
lo adjournment, llis Exccllmcy the Act
ing Governor, Sm J onN ,YADDING'l'ON, 
K.C.M.G., O.B.E., President, in the Chnir.

PRESENT. 
The Hon.'th!' Colonial i::iecrel!u·y, Mr. 

G. D. Owen, C.1\1.G.

The Hon. the Attorney-Genernl Mr.
E. 0. Pretheroe, M .C.

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E., (Nominntecl
Unotlicial :.\Iember). 

The Hon. J. S. na�h, Directo1· of Agri
cultu,·e. 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, ICC., (New 
Amsterdam). 

The lion. E. F. McDavid, M.B.E., 
Colonial Treasurer. 

The Hon. F. J. Seaford, O.B.E., 
(Georgetown Nol'th). 

The lion. M. B. G. A usti11, O.B.E., 
(.r omi11a.ie<l U nofficinl l\l em her;. 

The Hon.\\'. A. O'Andmtll', C.:ompl1·oller 
of Cu�tomR. 

Thi' lion. N. 1\l. 1Iacleunau, Din•cLor 
of J\1 ed iciil i::ier\'ices. 

Tlie Ilon. G. 0. Case, Director of 
Public \Yo1·ks nnd Se1i Defcuces. 

'l'he Hon. L. G. Crease, Director of 
l!:ducat,ion. 

The Hou. B. R. ·wood, Conservator of 
Forests. 

The Hon.\\'. A. ::\lacnie, CommissionPr 
of Labour and Local Go,·t•rnmeut, (Acting). 

The Hon. J. Eleaz:u (Berbice Hiver). 

The Hon. J. GousaheR, O.B.E., (George
town �outli). 

The Uon. J. I. De Aguiar (Central 
Demernra). 

The Hou. Jung Bahadur Singh, ( Dem
cnira-E�scq uebo ). 

The Hon. Pee1· Bacchus (\Vestern 
Berbice) . 

The Hon. E. M. ,Yalcott (Nominated 
U uotlicial :Member). 

The Hon. H. C. Humphrys, K.C. (East
ern Demerani). 

The Hou. 0. R. Jacob (North Western 
District). 

The Hon. J. W. Juckson (Nominated 
Unotticial :Member). 

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (Nominated 
Unotliciul Member). 

The Hon. C. V. ,Yight (Western 
Esseq uebo ). 

MINUTE'. 
The minutes of the mC'eting of the 

Council held on '" c>dm,sday, the 22nd 
N ovcmbp1·, 1939, as printed and circulated, 
were confirmed. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

ESTIMATES, 1940. 
The Council ref..olvcd itself into Com

mittee and resumed considerntion of the 
Estimates of Expenditure to be defrayed 
from He\'enue du1·ing the year ending 31st 
December, 19-10. 

EDUCA'rION.-EDUCATION DEPARTMENT. 
Mr. ELEAZAR: When the Council 

rose yesterday afternoon I was at the point 
where I said that I wiished to state once 
and for all that the question of illiteracv 
in this community generally, and especially 
among the East Indian section, cannot by 
any stretch of the imagination be laid at 
tlw door of Government or the Education 
Department. I h1we a distinct recollec
tion-and it should be tlw recollection of 
most people in this countrv-that the 
leaders of the East lu<liau community 
at that time-l!ll l-12-agitated and 
approaclwd 8ir Alexunde1· Swettenham 
with a request that the compulsory clause 
of the Education Orclinnnce should not be 
made applicable to Enst Indian girls. 
'.l'hcy contended that thev had conscientious 
objections to their girls being sent to 
llChool. Tho Governor, in deference to 
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their clamour-and a very violent one it 
was-issued that now famous Swettenham 
Circular. As a result East Indians do not 
send their girls to school at all, and they 
are reaping to-day what they have sown. 
Those girls who were denied education 
which Government wanted to give to all 
and sundry, were never sent to school. 
They are the mothers, and in some cases 
the grandmothers of the children of to-day. 

Although at present there are Attend
ance Officer!:! in the distl'icts chasing chil
dren to school, those people who ha'l'e 
never bad the blessings of education-they 
are still in blissful ignorance ; they have 
not had any education and they do not 
think their children should have any
are until now resisting the law and keep
ing their children at home. Government 
cannot be asked to place an Attendance 
Officer at the door of everybody who docs 
not want to send his children to school. 
Those are p1trents who have no interest in 
the education of their children. Therefore, 
when the hon. Member for North ,v estern 
District (Mr. Jacob) persists in these 
statements, as he generally docs in his 
usual style, it is well for him to unde1·stand 
that what is required in my opinion is 
some sort of propaganda work by the same 
Associittion amongst its people, pointing out 
the mistake they made in those clays. That 
would be a means of bl'inging the children 
to school, and would have a better effect 
than any Attendance Officer chasing chil
dren to school. i havo asked East Indian 
girls in Berbice why they do not go to 
school, anti it ·w;t8 a great joke to them. 
They said " Go to school, sir ? Me mar
ried." Whose fault is that? In most 
cases they were influenced by their own 
leaders who had their own motive in 
depriving their people of the blessings of 
education. It is not fair to lay the 
responsibility at the door of Government. 
"\Ye knew it was only a ramp, but the Gov
ernor gave them what they wanted, and 
when they got what they wanted they found 
they did not want it at all. 

I agree with the hon. Member that a 
teacher cannot get the best out of children 
if there are 80 or 90 in a class. The 
schools are understaffed because there 
is no money. \Ve have got a little more 
and we are coming back for more later on. 
I do not like Government or anybody 
being blamed for depriving those unfortu-

nate children of the blessings of education 
while in truth and in fact their leaders and 
Lheir parents were primarily to blame. 

Mr. JACOB: I have listened with con
siderable interest to the remarks of my 
hon. friend, and I must confess that I do 
not quite understand what he has stated. 
He began by st11ting that he had a recol
lection that in 1911-12 cet·tain people 
went to 8ir Alexander Swettenham and 
asked him to issue what has been cnlled 
the Swettenham Circular, making it 
not compulsory for East Inclia.n girls to 
attend school. That is all that Govern
mcnt did. I maintain that it was illegal. 
I maintain too that those people who 
approached the Governor were wrong. 
We maintain that the provisions of the 
Compulsory Education Ordinance should 
have been enforced long ago. I will con
cede that it is being enforced to a certain 
extent now, but it is not being enforced as 
it should be. I think the Director of 
Education will admit that it is not being 
enforced as other Ordinances are enforced. 
If that statement is challenged I will be 
able to reply to it later on. The Ea8t 
Indian Association has maintained during 
the last 20 yenrs that that policy should 
be changed completely. ,v e admit that it 
has been modified to a certain extent. 
There are about 42 per cent. of East 
lndian C'hildron, boys and girls, but girls 
to a hirger extent, of school-going age who 
arr not in school. That is 11 most unsatis
factory sl!Lte of affairs. 

My hon. friend has always adopted the 
attitude that we should not single out any 
particulnr race. I agree in principle, but 
when you have the statistics for a pnrticu
lar rncc showing nn unsntisfactory po8ition 
I think it, is only reasonable and fair that 
they should be used to make out a case. 
I am not pleading only for East Indian 
education but for education generally, but 
1 hope I have made- out a case fo1· other 
people ai; well. I would advise my hon. 
friend not to rely too much on his recol
lection. Let him take statements that are 
true and have been confirmed, and once 
and for all realize that while certain 
people have been misleading Government 
we are endeavouring to co-operate with 
Government and point out the true state 
of affairs. \Ve are only too willing to 
meet Government and decide what is 1·ight. 
It is not right that we should continue 
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having conflicting views. The time has 
arrived when both viewpoints should be 
considered and put in a way that we 
should understand each other. We are 
willing to discuss the matter further. I 
merely raised it here in order to call 
attention to it, so that there might be 
some record of it. Litter on we will go 
il},to it more carefully and, I hope, arrive 
at some satisfactory solution. 

Mr. JACKSON : I too have listened 
with a great deal of interest to the debate 
on Education, and T must say that I am 
positive that so far as. primary education 
is concerned the Council is not divided. 
Everyone desires that the best education 
should be provided for the children attend
ing our primary schools, and I think the 
hon. Member for North Western District 
(Mr. Jacob) should be complimented on 
the attitude he has taken up in connection 
with the education of the people of this 
Colony. I am quite sure that everyone 
would be glad to see every child of school 
age attending school. It would be a very 
good thing, and if we have no illiteracy in 
the Colony in the next few years, due to 
the attitude of Government in connection 
with primary education, that would be a 
feather in the cap of Government and a 
distinct asset to the Colony. But I want 
to say that it is always not the best thing, 
ii there is anything that can be improved, 
to try to fix the blame upon any particular 
person or upon any particular organization 
for the ma,tter of that. The time spent in 
fixing the blame could be bette1· spent in 
a!l endeavour to improve the conditions. 

The hon. Member £or Berbice River 
(Mr. Eleazar) gave, as I unde1·stood it, the 
historv of tho cause of differentiation 
between one particular rnce in the Colony 
so far as the compulsory system is con
cerned, but I thought he might have gone 
a little further. Anyone who has lived 
long in this country and has observed the 
trend of affairs in relation to East Indian 
education, so far as the primary school is 
concerned, could not have failed to obse1·ve 
that thrrc w11,s cel'tainly a distinct inclina
tion on the piu·t of the East Indians to 
prevent their girls from attending school. 
Reference has already been made to the 
Swettenham Circula1:. 'l'o a certain extl.mt 
that was issued in order to meet the views 
of the majority of East Indians. Rome 
was not built in a day, and inborn preju 

dices do not disappear overnight. I am 
quite sure that no one will deny that con
siderable improvement has been made in 
later years in connection with the educa
tion of children generally. The attendance 
at school has been considerably improved, 
and so has the average attendance of 
the pupils, and I believe that if we 
would exercise a little more patience in 
this matter and continue working, the time 
will come when the hon. Member for 
North Western District (Mr. Jacob) will 
have no complaint to make at all. 

There is a good deal in the saying that 
there iH not sufficient accommodation in the 
primary schools for all the children, and 
that in ce1·tain cases the schools are under
staffed. There is no doubt about it that 
efforts are being made from time to time 
by Government, through the Education 
Department, to increase the staffing of the 
schools. Government is perhaps handi
capped by lack of funds to do all that 
might be done for primary education with 
respect to the staffing of the schools and 
the accommodation, but no one can sa.y 
that serious attempts have not been made 
to meet those difficulties. I am perfectly 
satisfied that if improvements continue as 
they are at the present time, before long 
there will be no cause for complaint. 

Speiiking generally on the head, I think 
t,here a1·e no two opinions on the necessity 
of passing the education vote as printed, 
and I do not at all anticipate any difficulty 
in getting through the vote. The hon. 
Membel' for Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar) 
has stated tluit Govemment quite recently 
yiel<led to the desires of the Committee on 
Ecluc,1tion and increased the salaries of 
teauhers. It is true that their salaries 
have not been increased to the extent 
desired, but no one should be ungrateful 
for small mercies received, and. I think the 
teachers as a whole recognize that Gov
Prmnont has made a very good attempt to 
alleviate their· condition. 

I should like to make some reference to 
Lhl' school gardens, bec,tuse I think that if 
properly conducted they are Lound to play 
an important part in the lives of the chil
dren of our schools. Although we may not 
luwe sufficient funds to canv on those 
gardens in the hest w,ty possihl� to obtain 
the best results, yet the efforts that are 
made in that direction should certainly be 
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supporled. As a war measure it has 
become necessary to reduce the number 
of persons employed in connection with the 
school gardens. Perhaps I mfty be a little 
more explicit. It is known that where a 
school garden exists an interim teacher is 
attached to the school in addition to the 
ordinary staff, so that while the agricultural 
teacher is engitgcrl in out-door work the 
11ehool work is carried on h\' thP interim 
tPacher. It has become necessat"\', I 
undc1·stand, to dispense \I ith the sm�vicrs 
of those interim teachers, hut it is hoped 
that some of them might hr ahsorbed in 
in the general si;;tfling. 1 iuu prepared to 
sav that in view of the fact that Govern
ment has been assisting them financially, 
and in view of the nred in the present 
ci1·cumsta,ncPs for eyeryone Lo heiu· his 
fair share, the teachers M"C prepared to join 
together and do the work which was done 
by the interim teachers, and I have on 
doubt that when things hccome better the 
nred for increasing the work ,tt the school 
gardens will be acted upon. 

Reference was made bv the hon. }IemhPr 
for Berbice River (Mr. Eleazar) to secon
darv schools. I ki1ow thrrr arc some who 
are· of the opinion that if a panmt wishes 
to give his chilcl secondary erl.ucation he 
slrt>uld pay for it, but I think those who 
are of that opinion are few. Goyernmcnt 
has recognized the need fo1· supporting 
Recondary educittion by providing Queen's 
College for boys, and although tlwrP is no 
secondary school of the type of QuL•rn's 
College for girls, Government's btest effort 
to improve the conditions itt the high 
school for girls existing in Georgetown is 
an indication that Go,•ernmrnt accrpts the 
principle of providing secondary education 
for those who rlPsirc to have it. 

It has bcrn stressed that the1·e arc cPr
tain secondary Hchools in this City which 
are doing very good work, and that possibly 
it might he well to give them some suhsicly. 
I think as a matter of fact that it might be 
a very good thing for Government to 
appoint a small Committee to go into the 
question of secondary education in private 
schools an<l to aee how for tl10s1:: schools 
warrant any help from Government. Prr
ROnally I aw of lhc opinion tluit if Gorern
nwnt · cannot suhsiclize those worthv 
Ke<•.ondftrv schools to a ,·en• "rent extent 
the prin�iplc adopted hy · G;Yernwent i� 
paying bonuses �o children attending any 

of those schools who pass the .Junior Cam
bridge examination within a certain age, 
and who pass the Senior C'iuubridge cxami 
nation within a certain age might he 
extended a little further, and bonuses might 
be giren to the schools for pupils pass
ing those examinations. It is a matter 
which deserves careful consideration, and I 
therefot·e suggest to Government to con
sider whether it would uot he a vrry good 
thing to appoint a small Committee to go 
into the matter of the work done bv the 
net>rly scconda,1·y schools in the Colony. 
That is my opinion, and I throw it out as 
a suggestion. 

With regard to the vote as a whole 1 
think the suggestion made by the hon. 
Member for Berhicc River (.Mr. Eleazar) 
that it should be considered m bloc is a 
very goo,l one. 'l'here might be possible 
amendments, but I do not think we need 
spend much morr time O\'Cr considering 
the voto as a whole, hccuusr I think the 
question of slight increases has alrrady 
been touched upon. I venture to think 
that if we bear that in mind we should he 
able to get through the Education vote 
rapidly and satisfactorily. 

l\Jr. C. V. WIGHT: I do not propose 
to carry out the suggt•stion llmt this vote 
be passed en bloc. There is only one thing 
I woulcl like to add, and it is that I con
sider that it little more considrntlion might 
be given the teaching btaff upon whom falls 
the burden of <•ducating the people. A 
contented staff is likely to he more condu
cive to thr education of thl' children. I 
suppol't the suggestion that more consider
ation be given to the· teachen;, especially 
those in the outlying districts. I think 
aftpr all it, is thr Ll'1whrrs who are respon
sible for the Pducation of the community. 
I would likr to ask the DirPctor if he is 
satisfied tlmt tlw s,darics paid to the 
teaching staff are adequate or not. There 
are instances in which some of them are 
receiving miserable pittances. 

11r. HUnIPHJlYS: It is seldom, in fact 
I think this will be the first time in this 
Council thitt I have spoken in any measure 
against any part of the Education vote, 
but on this occasion I feC'l coustrninrd to 
ask Go,•ernmcnt, if it can JlOHsihly be 
avoided, not to increa�e tlw vote. Your 
Excellency is no doubt aware, and I am 
very painfully aware-I get letters and 
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petitions every day from the people of 
Eastern Demerara who are dying from 
tl,lirst-that the people who live in the 
stretch or countrv between the Mah,Lica 
bridge and De Kii{deren have no drinking 
water whatever. This morning I received 
a petition from the people in !,he Mahaicony 
creok where salt water ha1:1 gone a, con
sidenible distance. Over the week-end I 
travelled from Georgetown to Abary where 
the conditions ,ire pitiable. If we do not 
get rain in a very short time the plight of 
those people will be unim>tginable. Your 
Excellency in your Speech said that Gov
emmcnt had decided to curtail the pure 
water supply scheme. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT : Is the hon. Mem
ber discussing artesian wells? 

'rrrn CHAIRMAN: The hon. Member 
is in order. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I am sot'l'V the 
hon. Member cannot appreciate �hat I 
am saying. If Government is constrained 
to curtail so necessary a service as pure 
water supply, and if the conditions are as 

· I have stated them to be, and as I think
Government will admit them to be, is it
rational and reasonable that we should
spend one penny more on educ,Ltion if it is
impossible to c.;ontinue the pure water
1:1upply scheme? If it is a question of
money only, surely the increase of the
Education vote could stand down fo1· a
year or so until we have a pure water
supply scheme. I will not use the
favourite phrase of " sounding a note of
warning to Government," but I am blow
ing a bltist 011 a trumpet. There is going
to be a very serious condition of affairs on
the Eastem Demerara before the end of
th is year if we do not get rain, aml the
fact that nothing whatever is being done
by Government to alleviate the sufferings
of the people in respect of a pure water
supply is going to cause a great deal of
agitation. I have done my best to tell
them that Government is doing all it can1 

and that as soon as possible a pure water
supply would be provided, but is it reason
able to expect those people to be satisfied
when they are told that Govemment is
not continuing the scheme but is inc.;reas
iu,., t,he Education vote bv $30,000 ?
I "1rnow Lhat some of that �oney must
he voted, such as p1•oyisio11 for nor
mal increments, but in addition to that 110

money should be spent which is not abso
lutely necessary. I know that primary 
education is necessary, but I am appealing 
to Government not to make increases 
in the vote when there are so many other 
pressing and necessary servic.;es which have 
to be provided, and whic.;h ought to take 
precedence over a matter which can remain 
over for a year or two. ·will it kill any of 
the c.;hildren if the education vote is not 
increaserl next year? Will it hurt anyone 
seriouslv if $4,000 is not ,·oted for the 
Bishop'� High School? I am surprised at 
the hon. l\Ir. Jackson suggesting at a time 
like this that Government should appoint 
a Committee to give subsidies to secondary 
sc.;hools. I am surprised that he has not 
asked that two or three universities should 
be established here. This pure water supply 
scheme should have been completed years 
ago, and would have been completed but 
for this heavy Educ.;ation vote. Cattle are 
dying for wai.i.t of water. If people under
sfaind that they must sulrer in silence 
bemLUse there is no money then they would 
,;uffcr in silenc.;e, but not ,'.:hen they see 
money being spent on other things which 
are not urgent. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I have never heard a 
more miserable swan song than that sung 
by the hon. Member. When tho hon. 
Member was speaking and it was suggested 
that he wafi out of order Your Excellency 
very kindly ruled that he wai; in order. 
It was a deliberate attempt 011 the part of 
the hon. Member to take coyer under 
Education to hit at primary education and 
plead with Government to supply water to 
the Mahaica district 0£ which the hon. 
Member is the representative in this 
Council. Not a word he has said is 
applicable to education at all. Does he 
mean that Government must not pay to 
hard-working people money they have 
earned because another sedion of the com
munitv will die if raiu <loes not fall? Not 
a single mortal in the Mahaica district 
will die if rain does not fall. The rainy 
season is not very far oil', and if Govern
ment does not hurry up some of its works 
the rains will overtake them. It is better 
for a few people to die for the want of 
water than for children to grow up in 
ignorance. Government ifl not staffing 
the s<.:hool� bec.;aui-;e it <.:aunot afford to do 
more, hut it is a slrnulf:' Lo i;land hr1·c• and 
say that money eM'Dell by teacher·;; should 
not be paid to' them. 
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Mr. HUMPHRYS: I never said any
thing of the sort. If the hon. .Member 
woulcl listen to what is being said he would 
not make such mistakes. I said Uuit a 
goorl deal of the money is to provide for 
ince<>meuts which must be paicl. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : The money is not to 
provide increments but to pa,y teachers 
what they have earned. They itrP being 
short paid. If the hon. Member does not 
know what he is talking about he should 
not speak. I do not believe he under
stands half of what he s&i<l. I say no 
more. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: Unlike the hon. 
.Member for Eastern Demerara (Mr. Hum
phrys), who complains that he has never 
spoken under this head, I am somewlmt 
ashamed to confess that I have always 
done so. When I entered public life the 
vote under this head was $166,000. Tt is 
now over half a million dolln,rs. I claim 
to have made myself especially fornilin,r 
with the subject of education, although I 
do not claim to be an educated man, but I 
would wish that as soon as it becomes 
possible for Government to do so, that the 
very valuable report on elementary educa
tion, which I know is in print, will he 
published in order that the community 
might have the benefit of seeing how fur 
the Committee has rendered any i;e1·vice 
whatever. 

For yea1·s I have listened to the same 
criticisms here and to the same answers, 
but there are one or two featw·es which 
have been introduced, with which I claim 
to have some acquaintance, and for the 
purpose of record I propose to state what 
I know about them. I am as interesterl in 
the East Indian community as the hon. 
Member for North Western District (Mr. 
Jacob). I derive a considerable portion 
of my income from that community. I 
have a large interest in their welfare 
and I happen to know that when 8ir 
Alexa.nder Swettenham caused that Cir
cular to be issued he did so for two 
reasons. The first reason wa.s that, it 
was impressed upon him that East 
Indian pa.rents did not approve of their 
�irls n,ttencling n mixNl school such as 
t lw <'lmnentary schools werP thn1. They 
ohjPd{'(] to tlwir East Indian gir1s �oin� 
to any �chool wliere there were hoy�. The. 
secoi.i_ 1 r 'u,on was that the pa rant� of thost> 

children preferred that they should earn 
wages in the " creole gang " rather than be 
taught at school. That, of course, w�s 
the result of ignorance, and I appreciate 
the efforts of the hon. Member, seeing as 
he must do the effect it has had on the 
East Indian community as a whole. I

appreciate his anxiety to impress upon 
Government the necessity for enforcing 
compul.�ory education and seeing that the 
Education Authorities insist upon East In
dian girls going to school. I am of the fixed 
opinion that some of those riotous disturb
itnces that have occurred on sugar estates 
would have been minimised, or avoided 
altogethe1·, if the East Indian community 
had had the benefit of primary education 
such as the black people have had, That 
is my considered opinion, and I say it to 
the credit of the black population, that in 
all the disturbances which have occurred 
on the sugar estates ib has been ,L notice
able feature that the black element have 
not tnken part in them to the sttme extent 
as the East Indian. '.L'he ordinary restraint 
which they have been able to exercise on 
their passions is the result of primary 
education which is thought by a good many 
people in this Colony to have had no useful 
result. 

I can recall that every secondary school 
that I have known-and I have known 
them all for over 50 yea1·s-lms never 
been able to live at all. I attended a school 
when I was five years of iige in Brickdam, 
kept by Mr. Cockett. n was the only 
school one could go to. The next second
ary school was kept by a Dutchman, Mr. 
Ten Broeke. All those schools failed to 
thrive. We all know what happened to Mr. 
Thorne's school. A capable educationist, 
he came here and established the Middle 
School, but had to give it up for lack 
of public support. Any school which 
attempts to impart second,iry education in a 
community like this without public assist
ance is going to fail. I know that the 
school for which Government assistance 
has been suggested by certain hon. Mem
bers is the Central High School. That 
:;;chool is undoubtedly doing very well, 
and whilst I do not care to predict 
t.hat it may be closed for lack of sup
port, I am of the opinion that it is
�oing to I ud that in the cou1°fle of time it
will not l,1 able to pav its wti,v. ·what I
thi 1k tlw rommuuity ·ought to' recognize is
t hal it would be far more self-respecting
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if instead of permitting Government to 
charge the small fees they pay, for inatimce 
for education at Queen's College, they 
encouraged Government to raise those 
fees, because it is exceedingly difficult for 
anyone to understand why parents should 
take advantage of the opportunity to give 
their children the education they receive 
at Queen's College and mitke the rest of 
the community contribute so largo a sum 
towards doing so. It is all very well to 
criticize Government for not providing 
greater facilities for secondary education, 
but it should be a matter for care
ful enquiry by everyone as to whether 
parents should not be made to pay more for 
the education their children receive. at 
Queen's College. It is a very fine educational 
centre, and I who have had the benefit of 
receiving some form of secondary educa
tion in Eu.rope know what it cost my 
parents to do so. Secondary education 
for boys in this Colony is as cheap as any
where else in the world. 

With regard to secondary education for 
girls, I do not know to what institution 
the hon. Member for Berbice River (Mr. 
Eleazar) referred, but I know that if he 
means the Ursuline Convent I would 
point out that there is no contribution 
made by Government to the Convent as a 
school. There is a vote to the Ursuline 
Convent in respect of the orphanage, and 
I do hope the hon. Member does not mean 
that an enquiry of any kind is necessary 
into the administration of that institution. 
:My own view is that the vote is very 

· inadequate and that it ought to be in
creased, and 1 cannot believe that is what
the hon. Member referred to.

Mi·. ELEAZAR: I mentioned one 
school, the Bishop's High School for 
Girls. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: I think hon. Mem
bers know that in the case of the Bishop's 
High School and other schools where 
secondary education is provided from 
public funds, Government proposes and will
take the necessary steps to have a Govern
ment representative on the governing 
bodies. I warn the community that if the 
hon. Member fo1· Eastern Demerara (Mr. 
Humphrys) means-and ho has practically 
said so--that Government is not to be 
encouraged to grant increased votes to 
institutions like the Bishop's High School, 

that the electors in his constituency who are 
now languishing frum tl1irst as he c.:laims, 
will not respect his mt-mory if he failR to 
provide for them an institution at which 
their girls can rt-ceive secondary educa
tion when they grow up. I cannot help 
feeling that he means that. Whilst I u�rfle 
with him that tllPrO is grt->at need for 
expenditure along the lines he has sug
gested to Government, I hope he will not 
allow his intellect to be so clouded by the 
fact that there is a drought fo,cing his 
constituency as to discourage Government 
to recognize the necessity for an. increased 
subvention to the Bishop's High School or 
any other school at which the native 
population receive the benefits of second
ary education. 

I would like to call attention in the 
same spirit in which the hon. Member has 
spoken, to one item on the estimates. 
Provision is made on page 16, item 16, for 
Children's Breakfast Centres, $()00. That 
is !t vote I should like to see doubled. It 
is within my personal knowledge that 
children attending mot·o than one school 
that I know of either arrive at the school 
in a famishing condition or faint shortly 
after admission. This is a positive fact, antl 
whilst I am in agreement that compulsory 
education is a necessity I hope it is also 
recognized that the absences from 11.chool

in a good many cases in the country dis
ti-icts are due to poverty, the physical 
inability of some children to go to school, 
and a false but natural pride on the part of 
parents in not allowing their children to go 
to school because they are not shod. That 
is one of the prejudices that has to be 
broken down in this community-the 
1·eproach with which some children are 
met who have to go to school either in 
" clogs " or no " clogs " at all. 

In this connection we have to be very 
ca.roful. I hope nothing will be done co 
prevent the import!Ltion, even at a higher 
cost than we have seen recently, of what 
are known as yachting shoes, the ordinary 
white canvas rubber-soled shoes which the 
poorer classes of the community use 
largely. It is desirable that children 
should not go to school barefeet, especially 
in wet weather. All those are factors 
examined by the Committee, and although 
the compulsory attendance figures may not 
appear to be enticing to some members, we 
have to consider the economic position of 
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the children's parents. In thl' fi1•i;L place 
they have not the wherewithal to provide 
them with decent clothing, shoes, umbrellas 
and mackintoshes,. Yet you say "Drive 
them to school." One of the evils 0£ this 
community is that whilst members, or 
some of us hern are better acquainted with 
educational conditions than people outside, 
a good many people do not realize that if 
every child of school-going age were rua11e 
to go to school, if the Churches do not 
ex.tend their building a.ccommodation, and if 
Government does not build new buiidings, 
where are the children to be taught? It seems 
to me that we eithe1· have to £ace thr position 
and take great care that the denomina
tions-some of which have not got the 
means to provide cle1·gymen fol' their 
churches-are provided with the necessary 
funds to extend their buildings, or Govern
ment will have to provide them. There 
are many problems, and I hope the report 
of the Education Committee will he pub
lished shortly, and will be widely rcacl. 

I would like to make just one remark 
with regard to Queen's College, although 
the hon. Member for Georgetown North 
(Mr. Seaford) is the President of the 
Board of Governors. It is not true to say 
that pupils attend other secondal'y schools, 
such as the Central High School in 
Georsetown, because they cannot gain 
admission to Queen's College. 'rliel'e is 
no seconda1·y school which tries to main
tain a high standard that does not prescribe 
an entrance examination as a pre-requisite. 
That is what Queen's College has done. 
It is true that it is a Government 
school, hut in order to miLintain its 
reputation as a secondary school of value 
to the community it is essential thn.t ttn 
entrance examination should form one of 
the conditions for entry. When I was a young 
fellow at Queen's College, although there was 
not a pr�scribed examination there wa8 a 
viva voct! examination conducted by the Prin
cipal before a scholar was enrolled. I am now 
one of the governors of the institution. 
There is a standa1·d required, because if 
you admit all and sundry into the school 
you will have the greatest dislocation and 
the greatest burden placed on the Masters 
to impart the necessary tuition. Govern
ment has permitted the Queen's College 
authorities to provide a Preparatory 
School to which I strongly advise parents 
to send their children instead of sending 
them indis1:1·iminatcly to any school which 

puts up a signboard calling itself the Pro
gressive High School, the Central High 
School or some other school I see in 
Regent street. I know that the Masters 
of those schools are very able men, but I 
think they are not advancing the cause of 
secondary education in this Colony. 

Mr. SEAFORD : The hon. Member for 
New Amsterdam (Mr. Woolford) referred 
to Queen's College and the standard of the 
tuition there. I quite agree with him that 
you get as good tuition there as you can 
get practically anywhere in the world. 
What Queen's College suffers from is the 
fact that it is a day school, and there is 
no doubt that your education cannot be 
the same at a day school as at a boarding 
school. 

With regard to the Preparatory School 
I feel that Government made a mistake in 
respect of the disadvantage which pupils 
suiTef-ed at one time. Many parents would 
not send their children to the Preparatory 
School becirnse they hoped that they would . 
be able to obtain a scholarship from the 
pri1m1ry school, which they could not get 
from the Preparatory School. I would 
like to advise pa,rents that if they are aim
ing at the education of their boys they can 
do no better than send them to the 
Preparatory School. 

lYfr. CREA 8E (Director of Education) : 
I have listened with considerable interest 
to the debate which has taken place on 
this vote, and I propose to be as brief as 
possible in my reply to the hon. Members 
who have spoken. The hon. Member for 
13crbice Rirnr (Mr. Eleaz,ir) opened his 
remarks with the hope that this vote would 
be passed en bloc, and when the Council 
adjourned yesterday aft,emoon I had some 
hope of that being so, but this morning 
has somewhat dashed that hope to the 
irounrl. However, on the general trend 
of the debate I feel th;.t the majority 
of Members of the Council arc definitely 
in favour of the suggested increase of the 
vote £or education. 

The hon. Member for Berbice River 
first made reference to the grants which 
are being paid by Government to secondary 
schools in the Colony, and expressed the 
view that Government should have some 
control over public funds which are 
expended in those schools. I would like 



' 

161 E,timatu, 19,60 LBGJBLA'l'IVB 00UNOJL. -Committee of Supply 162

to set hie mind at rest on that particular 
point. The Department has recently 
written to all schools which receive 
irants from public funds, and is bring
ing them up to the scratch with re
gard to better control of the funds and 
better supervision of the work carried on 
in those schools. In other wol'ds tho 
regulations governing grants to secondary 

•schools are being more strictly enforced.

The hon. Member also stated that Gov
ernment should take more interest in the 
secondary education provided by the pri
vate secondary schools which receive no 
grants from Government. As I have said 
before in this Council, there at·e definite 
regulations which govern the award of 
grants to secondary schools, and one of the 
regulations-the chief I should imagine
is that no school which is run for private 
profit can be in receipt of a grant from 
Government. I would welcome very much 
more contl'ol and a deeper interest taken in 
the private secondary schools of the 

· Colony, and I have already submitted to
Government in a memorandum some sug
gestions fol' its consideration. I feel that
these private secondary schools should, as
in many other parts of the world, be placed
on a register, and for that purpose they
would be required to attain a certain
standard required by the Education
Department and also tbe Medical Depart
ment. I only hope that those recom
mendations will be carefully considered,
and before long some sort of system of
control of those private secondary schools
will be instituted. I may have to refer to

,this type of school later on.

I would like to thank the hon. Membf'r 
for North Western District (Mr. J,�cob) 
for the keen interest he is taking in the 
primary education of this Colony. I only 
hope and trust that the discussions which 
he suggested should take place beliween 
the Director of Education and himself and 
representatives of his Association will 
take place very shortly. He referred to 
the fact that a large number of childl'en 
of school age are not attending school. 
Tbat is well known to the Department. 
They are not only Ea.st Indian childl'f'n 
but children of all races. That is due to 
the fact, I think, that we have not the 
requisite number of Attendance OflicPrs in 
ordet· to see that the Ordinance is put 
into force. I unde1·stand that not many 

years ago there were nine such Attendance 
Officers, and that number-at any rate since 
1931 when I arrived in the Colony-has 
been reduced to three. There are two in 
Demerara, one in Berbice and none in 
Essequebo. I have recommended that as
soon as possible Government should con
sider the question of appointing at least 
three more Attendance Officers in order 
that two may be stationed in each County. 
It is very difficult for these officers to 
carrv out their duties when two are 
statfoned in Demerara, only one in Berbice 
and none in Essequebo. The actual num
ber of children enrolled at present is in 
the vicinity of 53,000. That means that 
one Attendance Oilicer has charge of some
thing like 17,500 children. It is almost 
an impossible task. 

'l'he hon. Member also stated, or as far 
as I can recollect he rather hinted that 
the East Indian community, as far as their 
children are coneerned, are not receiving 
quite the same attention as the other 
members of the community. If I am 
wrong in that surmise I am open to 
correction. A g1·eat deal has been men
tioned on the question of the eduea.tion 
of East Indian children by otber hon. 
Members during the debat.e. There is 
one point which I do not think � been 
brought out very clearly. Referendlf" has
been made to the introduction of the 
Swettenham Oii-culat·. That Oircular was 
withdrawn after a good deal of discussion. 
1 1'8member taking part in several oonfer
enoes, and eventually it was withdrawn 
somewhere around 1933. Since then, if 
one studies the annual 1·eports of the 
Director of Education, it will be seen that 
in the case of East Indian girls especially, 
the enrolment and average attendance 
figures have been steadily rising. When 
that Circular was withdrawn the Educa
tion Department expended money and 
time,-because from the point of view

of technical officers it is not over
staffed by  any means,-and carried out 
a very lengthy campaign, especially in 
Berbice and Essequebo, urging upon East 
Indian pa.rents the necessity of sending
their girls to school, and it is only 
thrnugh the shortage of 11taff in the Depart 
ment that that campaign has fallen into 
abeyance. But wherever possible, when 
an inspection is ca,rrierl out, th1tt particu
lar point, the encouragement of East Indian 
parents to send their girls to school, is 
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alwa¥S impressed upon the head leacher 
and the staff of the 8chool inspected. 

The hon. Member for Es1,equeho River 
(Mr. Lee), who iR absent to-clay, ma<le lhe 
comment tluit if the accomroochition is 
irnmilicient it would be falHe economy to 
send children to school. To it very large 
extent I agree with that remark. I do 
not prop,,se to place before hon. Members 
to-clay the extent to which th� accomm�
d,ttion in the schools of this Colony 1s 
short at present. It is rather an itlarm
in« fiaure, but I would say this: that the 
actuai"accommodtttion which was avttilahle 
in 1931-I refer to that date heetLuse it 
was the year I came to the Colony, �rnl 
therefore I can speak more or less with 
accurncy-has not been increasrrl at idl. 
In fact it has in many instances been 
reduced. Although the enrolment in 1931

was ,Lpprox.imately 43,000 the iwernge 
iLtt<•ndance was approx.im1Ltely 27,000, 
wht>1·t•as to-day thl' E:'nrolment is just over 
53 000 and the iwerage attendance well 
ov�r 39,000. I cannot imagine anyone 
tn·in« to overcrowd schools far beyond

" n · T . cl tl their norro1Ll capacity. o my mm • 1en•
is only one solution to the problem, and 
that is to extend the accommod,ition either 
by erecting new buildings or hy extending 
the existing buildings. I am glad to say 
tlmt in this respect 1:,uggestion8 were put 
up to Government and forw,Lrcle<l to the 
Secretary of �tate as '.1 resu}t of �he 
recommendations of the Pnmary Education 
CoromiLtee that a. speciu.l vote should be 
put on the estimate for the purpose of 
meetin" tho very urgent cases where exten 
sions 

0
or npw buildings ,trt' required.

Althou"h t,he sum I sugge8ted is not forth
comin"0 vet ,L Rma\1 beginning has been 
miLcle, 

0 
,liid we hope bE:"fore tho end of the

y<'!U' to p1·0\'id<' at lPast half a dozen schools 
with somo of the money they will 
require. The amount involved is far 
more than the ,·ote, but the schooh; cou 
cernecl will add the remainder, and I hope 
thtit in those school!! which arc at present 
in very gre,Lt need of extension the work 
will he carried out before the end of the 
yeiir or during the early part of next 
year. 

\\ ilh n•gard lo the question 1·aiHed by 
t\H • hon. i\JpmbPt' in conn!•cliun will� schon_ls
in outlyiug districts and Llw salanes paid 
to the tc.u:hers, I have always enrlcavoured, 

and alway,; will do so, to gi,·e every sup 
port and encouragement to those schools. 
Tho head teachers should definitelv 
con�ider that the question of the 
staffing of their schools is one of 
their primary responsibilities. There are 
manv instances I know as !L result of 
insp�ction, where with 1,omc slight encour
agement pupils would r!'main at a school 
aucl enter for the Pupil Tenchi>rs' Appoint-• 
ment Examination and later sit an cxttmin 
ation which would emible them even
tmLll v to become a!lsisttint Leitchers in those 
schools. I alll afrai<l tluil, in !L large num
ber of schools in outlying districts the 
caus<' of the shortage of staff can only be 
pl.wed iit the door of tht• hear! teachers. 
·while on the subj<'ct I may rt'frr to the
upces!lity and urgent need for the appoint
mE:'nt of aclditional officers on the t('chnical
staff as Inspectors. \Ve find that the in
crease in enrolmt>nt anrl 1wp1•1t.!{l' atlPnrlance
is mounting by le,ips and bounds, and it is
impossible to carry out t,Jw minimum
number oE inspections and Uw minimum 
number of visits Lo the schools. If, for
instance, we ha.rl a p<'t·manent divisional
ollicer in Essequebo and Berbice I feel
sw·e tlmt a good deal of these difficulties
we have to face would be o\'ercome in a
ve1·y short time.

The hon. NomimLted :Member, l\Ir. 
Jackson, in a very able speech, tlw most 
part of which I do not propose to touch 
upon, beyond the fact of tluuiking him for 
the views he has expretiscd, referred to 
the ischool gardens as playing a very 
important part in tho education of the 
children of this Colony. It ii-i regrettable_ 
that it has been found necessiuy to dis
pense with-for the timo bc,ing at any 
mte-the interim teachers who were 
employed in schools whern gardens have 
been established. I hope that this tem
pora1·y measure will in no way reduce the 
value of those school g.u·dens from the 
agriculLunLl point of view. It only means 
a slight alteration of the scheme which 
was drawn up and carried out throughout 
the school day. The practical work will 
continue, but when the children return to 
their classes the,, will revert to the ordin
ary time-ta,ble and Jl(lt follow the speci1Ll
time table. 

'l'hP hon. �Jt.mht>r for \Veslp1•n Esse, 
queho (Mr. C. V. Wight) asked whether ! 
considered the salaries paid to teachet·s 



I ti5 Estimates, 1940 LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. -Committee of Supply 166

satisfactory. I think on the whole I can 
say" Yes." The salaries at present paid 
to teachers are the salaries which were 
recommended by the Primary EducrLtion 
Committee, and I think that since those 
salaries have been revised I have not 
received one serious complaint from any 
grade of teacher that the sctLle is unsatis
factory. After all it is the teache1·s them
selves ·who are in a position to express an 
opinion. 

I was very surprised, almost amazed to 
hear the remarks 0£ the him. Member for 
Eastern Demerara (Mr. Humphrys). He 
is a great friend 0£ mine and we discuss 
education from time to time. I may say 
we do not as a rule agree, but I would like 
him to consider the question which he 
raised under this head, and possibly rather 
than reduce this vote, which is RO essential 
to the well being and future of this coun
try, I would suggest that that item should 
be brought up under the appropriate head, 
because as long as we have compulsory 
education we must go forward. So long 
as we ha,ve increased enrolment a.nd aver
age attenda,nce we must provide, as far. as
we possibly can, proper accommodation 
and proper teaching staff. 

The hon. Member for New Amsterdam 
(Mr. ,voolford) made reference to second
ary schools in Georgeto-wn and the Colony 
as a whole, and I agree with all he has 
said, but there wa.s one point I would like 
to mention which I feel plays a very 
important part in the failure 0£ some of 
those Rchools to maintain themselves. I 
lrnve had some experience of it and I 
think one of the chief reasons why a large 
number of these secondary schools are 
wiable to carrv on after a certain time is 
the diiliculty to ·collect fees. A secondary 
school opens and there is an in.flux of can
didates filling up the registel' very quickly. 
Fees are paid perhaps for the first three 
or four months, and then they fall into 
arrears. It has been my experience in one 
particular school, that as soon as pressure 
has been brought upon the parents to pay 
the fees regularly and to pay up the 
al'rears the children are removed and sent 
to som� other private secondary school. 

I also agree with the hon. Member's 
remal'lrn in connection with Queen's 
Collecre as far as the admission of pupils is l:> 

concerned. I think it will be agreed that 

there are a number of people who are very 
anxious and very keen to give their children 
a secondary education, but I often wonder 
whether they consider the very vital and 
important question : is the p:wticular boy 
or girl fitted £or secondary education ? 
That is where I £eel that every secondary 
school should definitely have a prescribed 
entrance examination. The principal of a 
secondary school should be able to advise a 
parent whether a particular child is likely 
to benefit by secondary education. That is 
another way in which 1 £eel that the pri
vate secondary schools in this Colony, es
pecially in Georgetown, would be a tremen
dous help to the people of this Colony 
if they had a definite entrnnce examination 
so as to advise parents as to whether their 
children would benefit by secondary educa
tion. I think I have covered all the 
points raised by hon. Members. 

Mr. JACOB: I think we have had a 
very useful debate under this head yester
day and this morning. One reg1·ettable 
feature was the unfortunate remarks that 
have fallen from the lips of the hon. 
Member for Eastern Demerara (Mr. 
Humphrys). I am sorry to think that an 
hon. Member of this Council, who ought to 
be well acquainted with conditions through
out the Colony, is so busy that he takes 
ven· little interest in matters of this kind. 
I l�ave always had occasion to express

views contrary to those of other hon. 
Members from time to time, and I think I 
expressed views contrary to those of the 
hon. Member for Eastern Demerara last 
year when he made somewhat similar 
remarks with regard to the Education 
vote. 

The hon. Member £or New Amsterdam 
(Mr. Woolford), who is a member of the 
Executive Committee, made an excellent 
speech this morning, and was able to put 
his fingel' on the weak spot. If it had not 
been fot· the neglect---I would not say 
deliberate neglect-of education in this 
Colony during the last 20 or 30 years the 
position would have been very much 
better, and if for no other reason I am 
suggesting to the hon. Member for Eastern 
Demerara to see that point. People must 
be educated in order to appreciate the 
difference between right and wrong. 
There are lots of people who are like 
dumb driven cattle; they have to be dl"iven 
by those in authority to educate them-
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selves anrl their child1·en. Government 
should take a very strong attitude in this 
matter, and that is why I propose that the 
Education 01·di11ance should be enforced. 
It ran only be enforced by the Inspectors 
of Schools, by the teachers and by the 
Attendance Officers. 

I was hoping to hear the Director sug
gest that there i;hould be more Inspectors, 
and that more Attendance Officers should 
be appointed. It was a retrograde step to 
reduce the number of Attendance Office1·s 
from nine to three. I cannot understand 
Government adopting such an attitude and 
continuing it. What is the reason? I have 
my own opinion about it, but I lcaye 
it there for Government to supply the 
answer. The reason is obvious to those 
who conside1· the progress of the Colony. 
The population has been steadily increas
ing. Are we to get people and not educate 
them? I think it is the policy of the 
Colonial OUice to look after education, 
nutrition and labour matters very care
fully. I think the increase under the head 
Labour and Local Government should be 
removed and placed under Education. 
You cannot control people who are illiter
atA. Government has always done things 
in the wrong way. I am appealing to hon. 
Members to oppose all increases under 
Labour and Local Government, and suggest 
that that money be used for education or 
pure water supply. I think such a recom
mendation should be sent to the Secretary of 
State as the unanimous wish of this Coun
cil. When we come to that head I shall 
have something more to say, but I throw 
out the suggestion now that hon. Members 
may consider it. 

We are told that there is no use employ
ing additional Attendance Officers when 
there is no accommodation in the schools. 
I still believe that there is accommodation 
in many schools, although there is lack 
of accommodation in some schools. I 
think a sum of $5,000 or $6,000 could be 
utilized to great advantage in adding wings 
to certain schools, and when new schools 
are built they should be built in such a 
way as to be able to accommodate a large 
number of children. They should not be 
boarded up. In my time the school was 
not large enough, and in dry weather we 
enjoyed being outside. In appealing to 
Government to increase the Inspectorate 
a.nd the number of Attendance Officers we 

should urge on the Department to see that 
those officers do their work. I have been 
told that some of those officers do not 
do their work. The Director must impress 
upon his Inspectors that they must visit 
the schools and see that things are carried 
on in the proper way. There is no system 
of examination now and advancement by 
results, and in most schools the head 
teachers simply look out for the Inspector, 
and when he is gone they relax with the 
assurance that ho is not returning for 
another year. I have been told this by 
teachers who are keenly interested in their 
work and work hard. I think a better 
system of supervision should be organized. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: I regret that I 
must take up a little more of the time of 
the Council in dealing with those items to 
which the hon. Member has referred. I 
obi,erve<l that he has not dealt with them 
as items but in a general speech on the 
head as a whole. If he took as much 
interest in this Council as T do, and if he 
took half as much interest in the people 
of the Colony as I do, and if he thought a 
little less of himself he woul<l make a 
better member and a better citizen than 
he is. 

Item" i "-Pet·sonal allowance to Mr. 
'\Y. 0. Fraser, Senior Clerk, $504. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Pursuing the sug
gestion I made yesterday, here is a case 
which should be considered by Govern
ment. This officer is drawing an aggregate 
sum of $3,024, while in the case of items 
" b " and "c," which we have just passed, 
his superior officers are drawing less. I 
take it that Government is quite satisfied 
with this officer's work and that he deserves 
$252 per month. Surely there is some 
other Department into which this officer 
can be drafted. There are other instances 
to which I will refer under another head. 

Mr. McDAVID (Colonial Treasure1·) : 
The history of this case should be well 
known to members of the Council. The 
gentleman in question, Mr. W. 0. Fraser, 
held the post of Chief Clerk and Secretary 
to the Harbour Board before the amal
gamation of the Transport and Harbours 
Department. On that amalgamation his 
post was abolished and he was given vari
ous posts, once in the Treasury and later 
in the Education Department, but he was 
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allowed to retain the same salary which he 
received before the abolition of his post. 
That is why the personal allowance is 
fixed at $504, to bring the salary of the 
post he now holds up to precisely the same 
figure he received in the post which he 
held under the Harbour Board. One of 
the conditions under which he has been 
allowed to receive that allowance is that 
upon the occurrence of a suitable vacancy 
in a higher grade he would be given pro
motion, and the personal allowance would, 
of course, cease. I agree with the hon. 
Member that the officer in question has 
great ability, and there is no doubt that at 
some time in the near future such a post, 
senior to the one he now holds, will be 
available to him. 

Item agreed to, 

Sonooui, INSTITUTIONS AND MISCEL
LANEOUS. 

Item 9 (2)-New school to be estab
lished in 1940, $1,750.

Mu. JAOOB: I would like to be 
informed when this school will be estab
lished, and if possible the site. 

THE OHAIRMAN : On the right hand 
side of the page the hon. Member will see 
a note which says that the school will be 
established at Mackenzie City, Demerara 
River. 

Mr. JACOB: I have seen it but I have 
not had sufficient time to go into the 
details of the estimate. I was looking 
here and I looked in vain for reference to 
the agricultural bias scheme. I do not 
know if it has been omitted from the 
estimate. I would like to know what is 
the present position; whether we are still 
training pupils and teachers, and what are 
the results from the expenditure during 
the last two years ? 

Mr. CREASE: With regard to the 
hon. MembeL·'s questions regarding the 
agricultural bias scheme it is not proposed 
next year to train a further number of 
teachers for the scheme, but the scheme is 
still functioning. There are at present 24 
schools, and as I pointed out in my 
remarks while replying to the debate, the 
scheme will not function quite in the same 
way as it has done hitherto. The prncti
cal work will continue, but the interim 

teachers employed up to the encl of the 
year will be discontinued as ,t temporary 
measure, and the children who are C'ngaged 
in this particular scheme will carry on 
their practical work, hut will revert to the 
ordina1·y time-table when they return to 
school. As regards the present position of 
the scheme, the reports received from the 
Director of Agriculture still show satis
f�tory progress, and I may ad<l that a 
member of the Department is shortly pay
ing a visit to all those schools where these 
gardens h1we been established. Further
more, at the schools where gardens have 
been established, the head teachers have 
been asked by the Department to co-oper
ate in every possible way and utilize the 
services of the pupils in the campaign 
which has been launched under the regis 
of the Director of Agriculture to grow 
more food. 

Mr. JACOB: I will not say that I am 
disappointed in the reply. I was a strong 
supporter of the scheme when it was 
started by Sir Geoffry Nor th cote, and I 
endeavoured to criticize it constructively 
and offer suggestions. I am not dis
appointed to hear that the whole scheme 
is going to be a wash out ; it has happened 
already. One consolation is that the 
money has remained in the Colony and 
certain benefits have been derived. 'l'he 
scheme itself has failed and will be of no 
practical benefit. What amazes me is that 
we have Administrators coming here with 
good intentions and trying to do certain 
things, and immediately they have gone 
they go wrong. Sir Cecil Rodwell was 
very keen on peanuts and had experiments 
carried out at Cecelia, but when he went 
away the peanuts went too. Sir Geoffr,v 
N orthcoije came and the agricultural bias 
scheme was started, but that is going too. 
I think something should be done to let 
us have real progress and continuity of 
purpos� and policy. As things are I do 
not hope to see any real progress and con
tinuity of pUL·pose and policy except we 
make a change. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: Item 9 is one of 
the items which make up the increas!ld 
expenditure under this vote, and I thought 
in speaking on this head I had made my
self perfectly clear, but certain hon. 
}!embers have endeavoured to attribute to 
me an effort to reduce the Education vote. 
It was nothing of the sort. I asked 
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pt>nsed with. 1£ we do not get the money 
then the hon. Member could ask Govern
ment to recommit this item, and I am 
sure he would get support. 

Government if certain otllC'L' nocC'ssary ser
vices, such as the pure water supply 
scheme, could not be carried out hy 
utilizing the amount by which it is pro 
posed to increase the Educ:-ition vote. 
Here we have an increase of $7,200 for 
the employment of 20 additional Class III. 
teachers and 20 pupil teachers as a result 
of the increase in avcrnge attendance of 
the schools. Can't we cut, down somethil'lg 
that is not so vital in order to get money 
to carry on vital services? I would ask 
Government whether it considers it more 
necessary to expenrl $7,000 under thi& 
head and $4,000 in respect of the Bishop's 
High School than to continup the pure 
water supply scheme in districts where it 
is essential. If Government and hon. 
Members consider that these are more 
essential services at a time like this than 
the boring of wells in districts where water 
is badly required then I have nothing 
more to say. I want to say that it is 
seldom that hon. Members say anything 
against the Education vote, and why? Let 
each hon. Member ask himself why. I ,im 
not going to stultify my conscience. I am 
moving that this vote be reducPd by 
$7,200 even if I stand n,lone, unless Govern
ment gives me some assurance that the 
pure water supply scheme will be carried 
on. 

Mr. JACOB: I would like to say one 
word to the hon. Member. He made a 
personal reference to me when he sat down 
on the last occasion. In my constituency 
I do not think there is more than one 
teacher, ancl when I plead for the Educa
tion Department it iH not because I am 
looking forward to the General Elections. 
No doubt the other hon. l\fombers are 
able to defend thi>mselves. Lt is not 
because I feel that I should court my con
stituency from my place here, but bec,mse 
I genuinely £eel that education must Le sup
ported in the right way. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I am appealing to the 
hon. Member for Eastern Demerara (Mr. 
Humphrys) not to p_ress his amendment, 
and I throw out the su�gestion to him that 
when we reach the estimates under Public 
Works Extraordinary he might then ask 
Government to insert a sum for the pure 
water supply scheme. I personally intend 
to press Government for all I am worth. 
I think it is a great pity that one of the 
chief assets of public health should be dis-

Mr. C. Y. \VIGH'l': I can assure the 
hon. Member for Eastern Demerara that I 
intend to go into the Public Works vote 
very carefully, especially as reganls _the 
difliculties which arc being experienced in 
connection with the supply of water in 
other parts of the Colony. 

Mr. HUMPIIRYt:l: I accept the sug
gestion of the hon. Member for Georgetown 
North (Mr. l::!eaford). If Your Excellency 
will allow this item to be re-committed-

Trrn CHATI:lMAN : I can give no assur
ance with regard to expenditure. 

Mr. HUMPHRYS: Will Your Excel
lency permit this item to be re-committed? 

Trrn CH.AIRMAN: Naturally, it would 
he debated. 

Mr. ·wo◊LFORD: I would like to 
point out to the hon. Member that the 
salarjcs of tea,chers are payable untler the 
Cot.le. You may delete the vote but in my 
opinion the tc;ichers can claim the amount 
from Government. You would have to 
a.lter the law.

Mr. HU.i\IPHRYS : The explanatory
note states that there are 40 new teachers
to be employed. 'l'hat was what I moved
the reduction of, but I am not pressing it
now. I withdraw it for the moment.

Item agreed to. 

Item 26-Grant to the Berbicc Iligh 
School for Boys, $3,000. 

Mr. JACOB: The Director of Educa
tion in his reply made reference to the 
secondary schools being placed on a regis .. 
ter for increased support from Govern
ment. I think that suggestion was also 
mentioner! by the Hon. Mr. Jackson. In 
view of Lhe present state of school build
ings in the Colony I thi.tl'k it would be a 
step in the right direction to grant aid not 
only to the three secondary schools men
tioned in the estimate. I am in favour of 
giving the secondary schools some grant 
to relieve the congestion in the primary 
school8 and euucate the younger children 
in a more satisfactory manner. 

The Committee itdjourned for the 
luncheon recess until 2 p.m. 
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The Committee resumed. 

The Hon. T. Lee (Essequebo River) 
attended. 

Item 29-Grant to the Bishop's High 
School for Girls, $4,000. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I was hoping to 
hear some pronouncement from Govern
ment on this item. It would be remem
bered that a debate took place not very 
long ago on this matter when it was stated, 
that the increased amount was based upon 
an estimate submitted by the authorities of 
this school and further that later on 
Government would receive a complete 
statement of the account and presumably 
further estimates in respect of this grant 
year by year. I do hope to hear that 
Government has received a statement in 
respect of last year, because the debate 
took place in respect of the school year 
October, 1938, to September, 1939, which 
has passed. I also hope to hear that 
everything in that statement was found to 
be in order, in which case I woulo hiwe 
nothing more to say. 

It would be remembered that one of the 
main reasons I had for challenging the 
item was, that it was my opinion the sum 
asked for was not only in excess of the 
school,'s requirement but this Government 
should not be asked to contribute ilo the 
school. I had hoped that the arguments 
I adduced then were sufficient to convince 
Government on that score, but having 
failed to do so I am still of the opinion 
that taking all the circumstances into 
account the grant is too much. I shall, 
however, await the opportunity to see the 
complete statement before making further 
remarks on it. 

While I am on my feet, I may be per• 
mitted to make reference to the question 
of secondary education generally. It was 
referred to by certa.in hon. Members this 
morning while speaking on this head. I 
desire mainly to point out what I had 
done before, that it would be a positive 
danger fot· this Government to contribute 
public funds by way of assistance to private 
seconrlary �chools in the Colony. I was 
of that opinion for a long time and still 
tLIU. I do not shar� the views of hon. 
:Members that this school is run at a loss. 

I am more inclined to the view, and there 
are facts to support it, that it is run at a 
profit. That being so, I would never at 
any time support any proposal of that 
kind. 

I woulrl also like to remind hon. Mem 
hers when speaking of granting assistance 
here and there for this purpose, that 
Government had under consideration for 
some time a proposal to enlarge Queen's 
College, but had not been able to do any
thing in the matter, and we know why. 
If we were to go on increasing the grants 
to various private schools in the Colony, 
when the time comes that Queen's College 
is put on a footing to be able to provide 
suilicient accommodation to take care of 
all the secondary education required, it 
would be found extremely difficult at that 
stage to say to these private schools: 
" vVe have no more use for you now, and 
the assistance given over the past few 
years will be discontinued." While I 
�gree that Government should assist as far 
as it can in the way of secondary educa
tion, yet it is something that should be 
proceeded with very carefully indeed. 

Another point I did not hear any hon. 
Member touch upon is whether any further 
applications were received by Government 
for assistance. I do not know whose case 
·they were championing, but I know of no
application for assiRtance coming from
a secondary school run by a pl"ivate
individual in Georgetown. If the remarks
were made with the view of suggesting that
later on those persons may send in applica
tions, then it seems to me that we are
approaching the subject from the wrong
end. I would like to hear something in
reply to the remarks I have made on this
item.

Mr. JACOB: I do not intend to say 
very much. Before the adjournment I 
supported the idea, as stated by the hon. 
Director of Education and my hon. friend 
on my left (Mr. Jackson), that it would be 
a good thing for Government to increase 
the grants to secondary schools which 
have reached a certain standard. I think my 
friend, the hon. MembeL" for Central 
Demerara (M1·. De Aguiar), has been a 
little illogical in his contcntiou. lt will 
be seen from the Estituittes Uiat the 
Berbice Hig'.1 8chools for Boys mid Girls 
are reteiving grants, and ii.lso the Bishop's 
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High School for Girls. I think there are 
other secondary schools in the Colony 
which are almost up to the atandard of 
any of those schools which have been 
named, and there are even some in George
town at the present time which are above 
the standard of those schools. I say that 
without fear of valid contradiction. If 
results are to be taken into account, then 
my statement is absolutely correct. My 
hon. friend, the Member for Berbice River 
(Mr. Eleazar), seems to believe that I am 
wrong. 

Mr. ELEAZAR (sotto voce): I know 
you are wrong. 

Mr. JACOB: If the hon. Member 
follow the reports of the results of second
ary education examinations he would sec 
that several schools in Georgetown pro
duce better results in some cases than 
Queen's College. I am, however, not say
ing that to show that Queen's College is 
not doing well, but to show that there are 
other secondary schools which are also 
doing very good work and should be 
helped. Government has neglected prim
ary education for many years and still 
cannot find enough to spend on it. Apart 
from assisting secondary schools I would 
like to go further and say that adult educa
tion in some form should be encouraged 
in this Colony. The British Guiana East 
Indian Association has been recommend
ing some scheme for adult education for 
the last five years, and Government knows 
of it. 

The CHAIRMAN : I have allowed the 
hon. Member a little latitude on the mat
ter. He must get back to the item. 

Mr. JACOB: I think I am in order in 
speaking on secondary education. 

THE CHAIRMAN : Not adult educa
tion. 

Mr. JACOB: I do think that secondary 
education should be encouraged. We 
have not had all the facts and, probably, 
the hon. Director of Education would tell 
us something more about it. In addition 
I seriously recommend that some scheme 
for adult education be also introduced. 

)Ir. UHE.A.t:>E: In rf'plying to the ques
tions raise 1 hy tho hon. .Meruhor for 
Central Dc.ut•rara. in rc1speot of the £.nan-

cial statement referred to in connection 
with the Bishop's High School for Girls, 
I thought I had made it quite clear that 
the statement, which was put before this 
Council when the increased grant was 
applied for, was only an estimate and any 
financial statement for the year under 
review-that is 1939-cannot be forth
coming until the year is completed. I 
may add for t.he information of the hon. 
Membe1·, that the Board of Governors, 
when they were informed ihat this in
creased grant had been approved, were 
instructed to submit to Government a 
financial statement which must be audited 
by a recognised auditor. With regard to 
the grant which he referred to, I was 
uuder the impression that the increase 
had been already passed by this Council. 
I do not propose to make any further 
comment on that. 

With respect to the remarks made by the 
hon. Member for North ·western District 
(Mr. Jacob), I am afraid that like my pre
decessor in this Council I am rather in a 
state of confusion on the question of 
grnnts for private secondary schools. 
There has been so much mentioned to-day 
in this Council, that all I can say in reply 
to that is this : Any secondary school here 
which desires to apply to Government for 
a grant can do so. There is no reason 
why it cannot. Some schools have done 
so. If they can fulfil all the requirements 
in connection with grants to secondary 
schools their applications should be for
warded to Government for consideration. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I would like to add 
one word to that. I would like to remind 
the hon. Director of Education that what 
was passed in this Council was the vote in 
respect of the year 1939. We Me now 
considering the Estimates for 1940, and it is 
competent for any hon. Member not only to 
raise the question but to move the deletion 
or reduction of an item if that Member 
receives support. I mention that because 
I would not like the hon. Director of 
Education to leave this Chamber to-day 
feeling that the grnnt to thtt Bishop's 
High School or any school will remain 
perpetually at the figure in the Estimates 
of any year. The hon. Director would 
know, that as the result of a debate some 
time ago the grant to one school was 
deleted. I merely mention that to show 
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that it is the right of a Member to raise 
the question. 

With regard to the question of accounts, 
I must confess a certain amount of dis
appointment in the reply. I can hardly 
conceive a school of that kind being run 
for all these years without some form of 
books of accounts being kept. As a matter 
of fact I have been privately informed that 
there are books kept in connection with 
this school. If that is so, why would not 
the authorities of this school lay their 
books open for the inspection of Govern
ment? 

Mr. ELEAZAR (sotto voce): Govern
ment has no business with it. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I say Government 
has every right, for the reason that this 
Government is called upon to contribute 
public money to it. If no public money 
was involved, I would have nothing to say 
about it. So long as public money is 
involved I claim the right and privilege to 
challenge any item which, in my opinion, 
does not fall within the category of proper 
expenditure of public money. I am satis
fied that the increase of the grant to this 
school is not necessary. On the last occa
sion I challenged several items on the 
estimate that was submitted, but Govern
ment apparently took the opposite view. 
What I wanted to know, was whether in 
truth and fact tlmt money is being spent, 
and whether the several items ara going 
to appear in respect of 1940. I have 
exa.mined those accounts, and, apart from 
the question of fees charged which I would 
not raise to-day as that is a matter for the 
Board of Governors and Government, I 
was not satisfied that the amount of fees 
put down as received was correct, no more 
than that some of the items put down as 
expenditure were of a recurrent nature. 
That statement formed the basis of the 
application for the increased contribution, 
and that is the principle I am trying to 
protect. If they bad put up a case which, 
in my opinion, warranted the increa,sed 
grant I would not have opposed it at all. 
It is because thev did not make out a 
case. The basis oii'. which they presented 
the cii.se to Gov1>rnmf>.nt, representer! :m 
increased grant of $4,000, but in my 
opinion the amount should be at the out
side $3,000, and that is the view I am 
taking of the matter. I alJl going to sug-

gest in all sincerity, that if Government is 
not now in possession of the account and 
if there is no possible chance of obtaining 
it to-day, this particular item may be 
deferred until a later date. I do want to 
impress upon Government the necessity of 
being careful in making this contribution 
or grant and of being satisfied that the 
money is being spent in the direction for 
which it is required. 

Mr. JAOOB: I make no apology for 
rising again to speak on this very import
ant subject. I agree in principle with the 
remarks of the hon. Member for Central 
Demerara that so long as public funds are 
given to any institution, the accounts 
should be open to inspection by the public 
or Members of the Legisla.ture. That 
goes without saying. We have the right 
to enquire and see that the money given is 
properly spent. While I do not want to say 
anything about the Bishop's High School, 
I do consider the fees charged there are 
exorbitant. They are far higher than the 
fees at Queen's College where in addition 
to reduced fees the public get more benefit. 
.A.part from that, I am sorry I cannot 
follow the remarks of the hon. Member 
for Central Demerara. Queen's College 
as a school for boys is being run by 
Government and, I think, is costing Gov
ernment quite a huge sum of money after 
taking into account the revenue received 
from the College. If you wern to make a 
comparison with the education provided 
for girls, it would be found that Govern
ment is not paying half what it would 
have to pay if an indepentlent school was 
not being carried on for t1 e education of 
girls. Likewise I submit that if the pupils 
a.t Queen's College are increased three or
four times the present number, it would
cost the ta,xpayers a lot more money to run
Queen's College. I think it is very
economical on the part of Government to
give to ordinary private enterprise-schools
which have reached a certain standard
grants for aiding in the secondary educa
tion of this Colony, far more than to have
Queen's College with two or three times
more pupils if this school is closed.
These priY�te secondary schools do very 
grea� 11erv1co. I am not pleading for any 
parhcula1· school but, I think, if hon. 
Members go into the question a little more 
carefully some of the 0pposition raised here 
would not be in the future. 
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TrrE COLO:N"IAL SECRETARY : The 
hon. Member for Central Demerara is pcr
fecUy correct in imying that thi:; item can 
be I educed or deleted. I think what the 
hon. Di1·ector of Educ1Ltio11 mranL is tlmt 
so recently, not !L questio1� of �nonths b�t 
only a few days aao, the Council l1ad this 
que"i;tiou of iucr�asing thr �rant to lhr 
Bishop':; lligh Schoo

_
l befo1:e 1t, and

_ 
cer

t.ainly Government 1s not rn pos»e;s1on of 
any more facts now than at th,Lt lime. I 
thought it was made perfectly cl�1ir then, 
th:Lt the vote was not only requu·cd for 
1939 but certainly for 1040 too. Tlwre 
is no further information to I.Je hiicl before 
the Council. I am surprised to !war from 
hon. Members that there are book:; in 
existence from which figures can be 
obtained which would he of a�sistancf', 
because when the matter first c11,mc to 
Government I had a conversation with till' 
Chairman of the Boitrcl, who assured me 
that everything was placed before Govern
ment that possibly could be placed. I 
would be very ctratcful to the hon. Member 
to refer me to "the person who told him 
about the books, so that we can get the 
books and collect the in£orm1Ltion desired. 
This IDlttter wa!! rlebated only a few dayi; 
a"O imd I would suggci:,t that the hon. 
1le�ber move either the dclrtion or the 
reduction of the vote and let it be put to 
the Council. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: I do not propose to 
move the deletion of the vole al, all. My 
concern is that I think the amount is too 
much. I was hoping that G o,·ermnent 
would have accepted the suggestion tlmt 
the item should shu1rl down for lite pur
pose' of making enq�iry in

_
the light �f the

iuformation I htLVl' Just given. IL 1s no 
uood rov movin« tlw rNluclion or deletion 
b • 0 

I . I of the item, because t,he matter on w 11c 1 

my iu·crument is based is not before the 
Council. H I laid the accounts in front of 
ml' I would be able to proceed with the 
argument and convince thuse logical 
Members tlmt the facts I lrnve stated M'e 
corre1.:t tlmt the as,;istance required from 
Qoyern:Uent by the school is not $-!,000 
but $3,000. I was hoping to p1·oye the 
case bv the procludion of the accounts. I 
know tlmt the sd10ol has account books, 
but I do not propo!.l' to p1·oceed furthrr. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I beg lo moYe Umt 
the c1uestiou be now put. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item passed. 

Item 31-British Guiana Scholarship, 
$5,174-. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: �[av I ask Govern
ment, if iL is proposed to ,;:now successful 
candidates the chance of proceeding to 
En.,land for studies when it seems more 
con°genial to them to pursue such studies? 

�Jr. ELEAZAR: The hon. Mrmber has 
asked whether IL candidate who has won 
the Scholarship can defer le1tving lhe 
country durin" the present state of war. 
In such an ev':intualitv I should think that 
if a candidate applies· to Go,·prnment the 
Governor-in-Council would not object. I 
do not see tluit the matter comes under 
this head, but I suppose he wants to �ive 
an inkling thn,t thl' w-inn!'r of the Scholar
ship may want to save his skin. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: It is not a matter 
of saving one's skin. There is the possi
bility of a canJi<htte geLting over there 
an<l desiring lo join up, which he is likely 
to do. 

Item 32-Scholarships to Recon<lary 
Schools, $6,71:\2. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
mOYC that, the item be carried out at 
$7,198. I do so bcc1iusc instead of 66 
Government t:lcholarships there should he 
78 in 1940, as that would give effect to a 
motion moved by the hon. Member for 
Central Dl'mernrn 1t short time ago and 
passed hy this Council. If the item is 
passed the vote for lhc lll'a<l would be 
$511,191. 

:i'l[r. JACOB: I mn sony the hon. 
.Member for Essequebo River I.Mr. Lee) 
is not present. He had tabled a motion 
which came before the Council on July 
26 and wiu; wilhdrawn. I think he was 
gi\'eD some undertaking-I am speaking 
subject to correction-that the number of 
Government J uuior 8cholarships would be 
increased. That motion read :-

Whereas the withdrawal of the Mitchell 
Scholarship from competition has left a want 
for childrPn who dc,·clop later in their years; 

And whereas it would mHterially assist in 
keener competition for an intermediate scholar
ship before the British Guiana Scholarship is 
competed for; 
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And whereas there is only one Government 
Junior Scholarship awarded ior competition 
among Secondary schools: 

Be it Resolved,-That this Council approves 
of provision being made for implementing the 
number of junior scholarships on the results of 
the Junior Cambridge Local Examination:-

(�) Two scholarships, one for a boy and one 
for a girl on tho same conditions as the 
present Government Junior Scholarship; 

(Ii) Four other scholarships, two for boys 
and two for girls who are next in order 
of merit to be granted free tt1ition in any 
secondary school recognised by Govern
ment for a period of four years, and that 
provision be made by the Government to 
give effect to this resolution. 

I understood from my hon. friend that 
the number of Government Junior Scholar
ships would have been increased at least 
to six. I do not know whether I have 
been informed correctly, and I shall be 
glad to hear the true state of affu.irs. 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: That 
resolution was not proceeded with. The 
hon. Member had spoken to me on the 
subject, and I understood that he did not 
wish it to be put on the Order Paper. 

TnE CHAIRMAN: I would like to 
say that no assurance was given to the 
hon. Member. His attention was drawn 
to the other motion with regard to Lhe 
Primary Scholarships and, I undcrstarnl, 
as the result of that he withdrew his 
motion. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item passed. 

FIRE PROTECTlON. 

Item 25-Improvements to Fire Fight
ing Equipmeut, $16,400. 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 
to move the inset·tion of a new item
" 25-Improvements to Fire Fighting 
Equipment, $16,400." During the year a 
vote of $8,000 was passed on a supple
mentary estimate. That was a portion of 
a sum of $24,400 recommended by a Com
mittee to be spent on improving the fire 
equipment of the Georgetown Fire Brigade. 
The amount of $16,400 which is now being 
moved and the previous vote of $8,000 
make a total 0£ $24,400. 'rhere will be 
received in revenue the sum of $8,134 
from the Town Council and the sum of 
$7,500 from the two Fire Insurance 

companies. Government's share of the 
expenditure will therefore be only $8,766. 

Questiou put, and agreed to. 

Item passed. 

FOREST DEPARTMENT. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: Would Govern
ment give us any information in regard to 
the progress or otherwise of the wood-pulp 
scheme which had been put up by Mr. Evan 
Wong? 

Mr. JACOB: I have an idea that this 
Department was endeavouring to cure cer
tain kinds of lumber for the local market 
with the view of creating an export trade. 
Perhaps that may be explained. I would 
like it to be placed on record that during 
the present year Great Bl'itain thought it 
necessary to enter into a trade pact with 
Russia, which wa8 signed in September, 
for the supply of timber, and our ships 
are to go to Russia to remove that timber. 
There may be some explanation about tlmt, 
but I do think this Colony should be of 
greater assistance, in fact more assistance, 
to the Mother Country than Russia. vV e 
have been talking here and have had all 
kinds of surveys made. It has been well 
established that we can supply very many 
kinds of timber, but it is only a question 
of capital to put up the necessary mills 
and curing plants so that we can do that. 
I do urge that the matter be taken up with 
the viPw of being a help to the Mother 
Country and other British Possessions. 

Mr. WOOD (Conservator of Forests) : 
In regard to the wood-pulp scheme, I 
think hon. Members would appreciate that 
from the financing point of view of inter
esting c�1pi tal in the scheme and also from 
the point of view of the great deal of 
chemical research required, it is and has 
been in p1·ivate h.mcls and, although I have 
followed the results obtained in very close 
collabomtion with Mr. Evan Wong, I am 
not prepared to discuss that particular 
aspect of the scheme except in a general 
way. But I am gh1cl to take this oppor
tunity of discussing this wood-pulp scheme 
from the point of view of the forest end of 
it and the point of view of the effect which 
I and everybody hope it would have on 
the Colony if it is successful. It is not a 
new scheme. When the Forest Depart
ment came out here originally, one of the 
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first functions it had to perform was to 
find out what the forest consisted 0£. It 
undertook fundamental work in finding 
out what could be done by private enter
prise if put in the way of doing it. Almost 
the first thing apparent was the necessary 
condition in regard to the supply of raw 
material, the cheapness of raw material, 
the extractability of that supply in cer
tain parts of the Colony in regard to 
wood-pulp. The question then was 
whether the timbers which occurred in 
that quantity were suitable for making 
wood-pulp, and as fw1clamental routine 
work we set to work to have general tests 
made on those timbers which occun-ecl in 
sufficient quantities as to be of some 
importance from the point of view of a 
scheme like that. W allaba was the 
obvious one. It has a very great advan
tage over the pulp-wood obtained in other 
parts of the world. I have no figures in 
front of me, but I can give you a close 
approximation out of my mind. 

You can actually buy a supply of wallaba 
wood in Georgetown at a cost per cord a 
little more than half the actual cost of 
wood delivered to paper-mills in Canada. 
We therefore start off with a big initial 
advantage which is somewhat unpopular 
in other parts of the world. \Vallaba 
tests made gave reasonable promise, 
nothing �o exciting as to get anybody 
greatly interested but sufficient promise as 
to encourage one to carry on. By our 
routine test wallaba contains eight per 
cent. of a gum which contains a red dye. 
To eliminate that dye from the pulp you 
have to bleach it and the cost of bleaching 
is almost prohibitive. From that point 
independent tests have to be made by 
private interests, and the question was 
taken up privately. We could not <lo that 
as we would have had to start off by 
spending £250,000 for a plant and a team 
of experts. Private enterprise took it up 
and employed research chemists to work 
on it. The cost of bleaching was very 
great until the experts devised a means of 
eliminating that dye, when at once tho cost 
came down with a rush. The question of 
cost arises favourably in some quarters 
and unfavourably in others. I can say no 
more about that side of the question, 
except that the research chemists in Eng
land can now produce a definitely high 
arade paper from wallaba, and the cost 
�hich has been worked out with great 

care is said to be very favourable. Inde 
pendent research has been also carried out 
in the United States of America, which 
has produced under the same process a. 
better paper they claim, but is certainly a 
cross check on the work done in England. 
It is just a little dangerous to take the 
advice of experts who are also in the 
business, so I cannot say anything more 
about that. 

The Forest Department did the funda
mental work and drew attention to the 
possibility of this thing, and it was taken 
up by private enterprise to carry on. All 
the Forest Department did since then was 
to keep in close collaboration. It can give 
definite authoritative facts which are 
necessary. When the seller goes into the 
market the buyer does not always believe 
what he says about his goods. We are in 
a position, if he says an area has so many 
million tons, to check that up. There is 
a valuation map, there are field books. 
'l'rees are counted and entered. 'l'here can 
be no question as to whether a thing is 
correct or not. We also help by obtaining 
authentic samples. There is always the 
possibility of someone wanting to sell 
timber for pulp. People who are going to 
invest or l'isk very large sums of money 
check up on these things, and from the 
information obtained by the Department 
an inuependent check can be made. The 
matter is otherwise in private hauds and I 
can hardly discuss the results obtained 
with private money. 

One other phase where the Department 
comes in is that we do not want, if an 
industry like that is started, to have all 
the wallaba swept down and none grown 
back. While the industry is continuing, 
the wallaba is being replaced. It is not 
something like a goldmine where after you 
have worked it out you leave a hole. The 
Forest Department works on the method 
of allowing people to get the wallaba in a 
way economical but also in a way of 
replacing the supply. We have been work
ing on that for the last three years. 
There is also the alternative of exchanging 
wallaba for bamboo later on. That ques
tion W!l,S challenged in England when the 
possibility was mooted by me, and if we 
are challenged any more we would be in a 
position to take anybody to Mazaruni on 
typical soil and show bamboo plants whose 
growth is more than in India. In other 
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words all we can do now fa to back up 
private enterprise, particularly in furnish. 
ing them with facts. 

There is one little point I may mention 
without giving away any secret, because I 
think it will interest the Council. This 
matter came prominently before the public 
eye when Mr. Evan Wong brought it up 
before the Royal Commission. They 
wished to hear him on it, and he very 
naturally asked that he be hea.rd in camera. 
There were views as regards cost, organisa
tion etc. to be put, which could obviously 
only be done in camera. I went through 
his evidence with him, and before he gave 
it he itsked me to turn up and sit by him 
at the Commission so that questions asked, 
which were perhaps easier for me to give 
the answer than £or him to say out of his 
head, I would answer. Also at his request 
I remained for the in camera session. I 
do not propose to discuss what took place, 
but it turned out that a member of the 
Royal Commission had big paper interests. 
The Royal Commission had read, I forget 
how many memoranda up to that day and 
I forget how many schemes, but there was 
a general air of politely bored interest 
about the whole proceedings. The first 
question asked in camera was : " Have 
you made any paper?" Mr. Evan Wong 
replied "Yes," and he was next asked: 
11 Have you any samples ? " He said : 
11 Yes, this and this." The Paper Ex
pert crossed to the Economist in a bored 
way, took up one of the samples and 
exclaimed : " This is thundering good 
paper I" An electrical change came over 

• the proceedings, and after that the examina
tion became extremely rigid and Mr. Evan
Wong came through with flying cok>urs.
I do believe that if capital is obtained and
this scheme is got working it would mean
a big thing £or the Colony. It would use
a tremendous amount of split wallaba
wood and has to be kept supplied all the
while thereby making an outlet for labour.
The wage paid in that industry is a living
one, and that would make a big difference
in the labour situation in the Colony.
The position at the moment is the diffi
culty of raising capital, and that difficulty
may definitely continue. If you go to a
paper industry that has been established for
a great many years and produce a proposi
tion by which on carefully worked out costs
you can produce paper and make a profit
below the cost of that industry, that indus-

try would not always be anxious to help you 
to get on the job and there would continue 
to be difficulties in raising the capit11l. I 
do believe, however, that the proposition, 
a.s it is called in commercial jargon, is a. 
very good one. 

The hon. Member for North W astern 
District (Mr. Jacob) raised the question 
of timber curing and the question of 
Russian timber. I will not be long over 
the Russian timber sto1·y. The Russo
British timber agreement was rushed 
through not so much to supply timber to 
Great Britain throughout the War but in 
order that enormous accumulated stocks 
in the White Sea ports could be got out 
before the White Sea became frozen. 
That is the reason why the agreement went 
through so quickly. What I must point 
out is that all that timber is known in trade 
as softwood, an entirely different branch of 
trade, and is put to an entirely differlfnt 
use in Europe than the hardwood as pro
duced in the Tropics. Our woods out 
here are not a substitute £or that in tem. 
perate countries. Our woods are more 
suitable £or furniture, joinery and heavy 
construction works. All the Northern 
timbers-those of Russia, Sweden, Fin
land-put on the Eastern ports of England 
are sold in big lots at prices which are less 
than the freight from here to England, and 
I do not look £or any outlet in England £or 
ordinary cheap building timbers from this 
Colony, but what I do look for is a great 
expansion of our timber trade with the 
West Indian Islands. At the moment the 
sawmill industry out here is behind a great 
tariff wall which is absolutelv unclimbable . 
It is also in the position of being able at a 
profit to undersell pitch pine in the Islands. 
Out here we import boards from the 
United States and Canada but frame our 
buildings with greenheart, while in the 
Islands they not only use boards from the 
States but frame their houses with pitch 
pine. Carpenters in the Islands are not 
going to like to frame with greenheart, but 
that cannot be said about pitch pine. 
Our greenheart should be put on the mar
ket in the Islands and could undersell pitch
pine at the present time at a profit. 

"'yhen war broke out and it was quite 
obvious that there was going to be diffi
culty in obtaining timber from Canada 
and the United States, this Government 
addressed the Administrators of the differ-
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ent Islands pointing out the position and 
suggesting that they should endeavour to 
obtain timber from us rather than from 
the United States. As a result two orders 
have already come in from the Northern 
Islands and an enquiry from Trinidad. I 
hope to see more orders coming in. 

As regards curing timber for local pur
poses, the hon. Member who raised the 
question has only just returned from 
holiday abroad. $30,000 has been ,oted 
for that purpose in order to keep the 
Public Works Department supplied with 
local timber so that they would have no 
need to import. The position in regard to 
that is that we are ready to start. \, e have 
called for tenders, aiid we have 197,000
board feet of timber which the Forest 
Department would season and which would 
be used by the Public \'\-orks Department 
who would pay the actual cost, and with 
th&,t money more wood would be bought. 
The Public \Vorks Department will next 
year be entirely independent of any fo1·m 
of imported boards. Leaving Determa 
out, we have 150,000 board feet of Orab
wood and to my surprise the cost work 
out at the figure of 6.675 cents per board 
foot, and it is not going to cost more than 
a half cent to season. "\Ve hope to get rmd 
goocl quality and seasoned boards at a final 
cost of just over seven cents. Our esti
mate for seasoning compares very closely 
with estinlates given us that the sawmills 
offer to do it for us under our supervision. 

Mr. JACOB: I am grateful for the 
speech made by the hon. Conservator of 
Forests in reply to questions raised by the 
hon. Member for "\Vestem Essequebo (Mr. 
C. V. Wight) and myself. I hope I under,
stood the hon. Conservator correctly.
How is it that the selling price of timber
from Russia, Sweden and Finland could be
equal to the freight from British Guiana
to the United Kingdom? I understand
capital has been made all the time of this
fact that the cost of labour in European
countries is always higher than the
cost of labour in countries like British
Guiana. I£, therefore, the freight rate
alone is higher than that from Russia
to Great Britain, then something is
wrong somewhere. I would be glad if
the hon. Conservator would consider tha,t
aspect of it. As a matter of fact we
are exporters of other raw materials to 
Great Britain, and I cannot imagine that

the freight rate can be so exorbitant in 
regard to timber. As regards soft woods, 
I do not know whethe1· Deterrua cannot be 
had in ltl,['ge quantities, but Crabwood can 
be had in large quantities and may be 
exported to Europe in large quantities. 
There is great scope for the industry in 
that direction. vVe are spending money 
year after year on it and we are getting 
data, but I do think that something more 
ought to be done especially in regard to 
trade with the United Kingdom where we 
have a regulal steamship service. 

Mr. 0. V. WIGHT : The hon. Member 
anticipated me in thanking the hon. Con
servator for the valuable information he 
has given us. My interest in the wood
pulp question is merely for the purpose of 
creating employment, and I am extremely 
grateful to hear from the hon. Conservator 
of Forests that the scheme will be of 
considerable import to the employment 
question, whicn is so pressing at th@ 
present moment in this Colony. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I cannot say that I 
have not heard a, learned dissertation on 
paper-pulp and paper-making. J am not a 
paper expert and do not want to be one, 
but what I do know is that the day for 
making paper here has not yet arrived. 
These things do not recur in a life-time. 
I had the pleasure not of reading nor 
being informed, but of seeing paper made 
in this country. There was a mill at Bel 
Air and another at Nonpareil, hut those 
mills were run by a German, Mr. Van 
de Gaza. It appears, looking back now, 
that they found it more profitable to use 
megass for fuel than to convert it into 
paper. That was a reason assigned for 
the industry going out of existence. We 
are not going to get it again, as Germany 
cannot afford to give us any of her scienti
fic men, and we do not want them even if 
we can get them, and the Jews, who may 
give us the opportunity to do so, a.i·e not 
coming any more. 

It is with the Forest Department I am 
concerned. I want to know if we are 
getting value for the expenditure under 
this Head. I think, from the natw·e of 
the wol'lt done by that Department we are 
wasting the ability of an able Government 
Official. The hon. Conservator of Forests 
is one of the ablest Government Officers 
who have come to this Colony, but we can 
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very well save that $30,000 for curing 
wood and utilize it in the sinking of 
artesian wells, or in doing something else. 
To encourage the private people who are 
curing wood now to continue under the 
supervision of the Department would cost 
us less than $30,000. It is my intention 
to ask for the deletion of the Head except 
the first item, which I will have to put 
somewhere else and therefore there is no 
use doing that. 

Item l(c)-2 Assistant Conservators of 
Forests ($2,160 to $3,741 by $120), 
$5,734:. 

Mr. WOOD: While I welcome heartily 
the suggestion by the hon. Member for 
Berbice River, I must move an amendment 
to this item otherwise one of 111y officers 
would be deprived of $4. One officer was 
recently transferred here and there was a 
mistake in the date of his increment bv a 
few days, I would rather get that $4 n'ow 
than fight for it on a supplementary esti
mate next December. I move that the 
item be carried out at $5,738. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Item as amended passed. 

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL. 

Item 1(/)-8 Officers, $3,702. 

Mr. 0. V. WIGHT: I understand that 
Government is to increase the number 0£ 
these officers at some stage, but, i£ Govern
ment is not so inclined at the present 
moment, I beg to call Gove1·nment's atten
tion to the £act that this staff is really a 
skeleton one and the working hours of the 
various officers concerned are of a lengthy 
duration. Their life is monotonous and, 
perhaps, not one which is applicable gener
ally to the whole Civil Service. With 
regard to the travelling of these officers, I 
do not know whether they are entitled to 
free passes when travelling to Georgetown 
on matters of business, private or other
wise, as in the case of the officers of certain 
other institutions. A little facility like 
that may relieve the monotony 0£ those 
engaged there. 

THB COLONIAL SECRE'l'ARY: With 
regard to tt-avelling, if an oil-leer comes to 
Georgetown on duty he is paid his travelling 
expenses under Item 2 of the Head. As 
regards the number of office1·s, I think 

the hon. Member said he understood 
Government intended to increase it. I 
am not aware of that. It is a fair 
number of officers, considering the number 
of boys at the school. I lmve not the 
latest figures with me, but I have a note 
here that on December 31, 1938, there 
were 52 boys at the school. Apart from 
the eight Junior Ollicers there are a 
Schoolmaster, an Assistant Schoolmaster 
and a Chief Officer. 

Mr. JACOB: Am I to understand that 
$17,370 is being paid for the supervision 
and control of 52 boys ? Is that all? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
latest figures show that on December 31, 
1938, there were 52 boys at the school. 

Mr. JACOB: I wonder if my hon. 
friends think thii; expenditure should be 
in0reaser!. I think this Industrial School 
should be closed. I say that feelingly. I 
do not know whether the Colony gets 
value for the expenditure. At one time 
certain people said it turned out the best 
people in the Colony. My idea is that 
most of the boys from that school are no 
better off than when they went there ; I 
think the Police records show that. When 
the school was being re-organised I had an 
idea that it would be done with the view 
of taking care of a large number of delin
quents. I do not think, however, that 
$17,000 should be spent for taking care of 
only 52 boys. I recommend that the 
matter be carefully gone into and better 
use made of the time of the officers. 
My hon. friend said their work is 
monotonous and they should be given free 
passages to Georgetown. I do not think 
this Colony can afford to employ people 
who cannot spend the whole of their time 
in the service of Government. Perhaps 
Government can reduce the number of 
officers at the school and find employment 
for them elsewhere. I know the institu
tion is of use to Essequebo and to those 
employed there, but at a time like this 
money should be carefully watched and 
devoted to a better purpose. 

Mr. JACKSON: I do notknow whether 
the hon. Member for North Western Dis
trict is suggesting that delinquents may be 
manufactured so as to have a large number 
of boys at the school at Onderneemin". My 
own view of the matter is that ve1y good 
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work ii:; being done there. I have had the op
portunity of visiting the school since the new 
headmaster has been appointed, and I am 
positive that the manner in which he 
has Elnterrrl upon his duties and the care 
and attention thitt he is paying to the boys 
must ha\'e ,1 concctive influence upon them 
and be effective in the long run, He seems 
to understand real industrial school work ; 
while he exerciRcs control over the boys, 
he makes them to underi;tiind that his duty 
is to do the best for them, and to reform 
them. I think under tho!!e conditions the 
money spent on the school is well spent. 
\Ve cannot always look for results in 
dolh1rs and cents, and I feel sure that 
under the able mastership of the present 
individual who fills that office the Onder
neeming institution is receiving very good 
attention and the results, I am sure, will 
be phenomenal. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I do not wish to take 
up much time iu discul!sing this matter, 
but the hon. Member for N ol'th \Vestern 
District has not dirccterl his attention to 
items 4 to 13, othenvise be would have 
observed that the idea is not to spend 
money for the love of the people there 
employed but to do everything that is 
possible to reclaim those delinquent boys 
before they become hardened criminals. 
'l'he school is doing good work. They 
have a bakery producing bread which 
is used in the institutiou and the Suddie 
Hospital, and the boys become bakers while 
they are there. Others work on the farm 
and there learn to be useful men. It is a 
useful institution and has the possibility 
of doing good work. That is being done 
in every civilized commwiity. I do not 
see anything extraordinary there that we can 
reduce and make a saving on. That being 
the case, this amount is the very minimllDl 
that can be spent and I do not think 
it is too much money for what we expect 
and hope to receive, provided those officers 
do their work in a satisfacto1·v manner. 
I do not think the hon. Membe1: is serious 
in raising the question. 

Mr. JACOB: I hope I am not mis
understood. I am not i.aying that this 
institution is not doing good work, but I
do urge that fourteen persons are employed 
there to look after 52 boys an<l thcretorP 
i;omething can be <lone to rPdueP tlu• 
number of employeci.. My 1·cma rks �u•p 
based piu·ticulal'ly on what fell from the 

lips of the hon. Member fo1· Western 
Essequebo (Mr. C. V. Wight). He said 
the officers feel it very monotonous to be 
there. Perhaps, that is due to their ser
vices being not fully occupied. I merely 
ask for an investigation. 

Mr. WOOLFORD : I think I may offer 
a little assistance on what is evidently 
operating in the mind of the hon. :Member 
for North Wes tern District. The fact of 
the matter is that this institution was for 
a considerable time under the care and 
management of an officer, who himself 
would admit, ho was not a probation officer 
or one accustomed to undertake the job which 
is iLt pre:sent being done by a very able man. 
\Vhat has really happened is this : The 
personnel of the institution has remained 
at its present figure because any Magistrate, 
who has to deal with cases of potential 
candidates to this institution, often hesi
tates to send them there, though their lot 
is no better off if they remain in George
town and the Probation Officer exerci1;e1

some 1;upervision over thew. I have been 
present in Court and have discussed the 
problem of boys who are recurring deci
mals with the Probation Officer and the 
Magii,trate. In most cases they are either 
flogged or sent to the Onderneeming School. 
The Attorney-General's office has tL large file 
dealing with the subject. I am quite sure 
the nUD1ber can be increased and with 
benefit to the situation in Georgetown. It 
iti a noticeable fact that you cannot walk 
about Georgetown unless you meet with 
a lot of juvenile offende1·s, who ought to be 
at the Onderneeming School if it is going 
to be as the 8uperintendent intends to 
make it. He is the only Go,·crnment 
Officer within recent years who has 
approached Government ·and asked for 
something to do. He is an enthusiabt, 
and for a little while he was beginning to 
lose heart because he had not the boys or 
equipment or personnel to do whO:t he 
desired. Anyone who comes into cont.act 
with that officer will be very greatly im
pressed with his credenl,ials and .fitnebs for 
the job. 

\Yhat I want, to say is this: The Police 
Depa1·tmeut should do their duty lo thf' 
communily in the scuso thaL they i;houl<l 
bring ht>fore the i\lagistrnk the largeuumber 
of wastrclil, who ought to he sent to the On
dt•rm·c111ing School inistcacl of hoiltg allowetl 
to remain in Goo1·gotown and bec.:ome thieves 
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and wharfrats to the destruction of their 
morals and a loss to the community. All the 
mythical crimes of Uw CinPma are absorbed 
by them. How they find their way to the 
Cinema, I do not understand, but they get 
in there. Some are encouraged by some 
people in the community, others have no 
homes and sleep on the bridges of shops or 
under houses. If all these vouths were col
lected together and sent to "the Ondemeem 
ing School, I am sure, Georgetown would 
be well rid of a very persilitent evil. They 
are a great danger to othe1· young fellows 
who are growing up. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: I am very sur
prised to hear tho outcry from the hon. 
Member for North \Vestern District, after 
his observations on the vote for Education 
and his suggestion for the institution of 
adult education. I may refer him for his 
own porus1il to several of the books and 
writings by editors in relation to modern 
methods in dealing with juvenile crimes 
and he will therP see that there is the 
necessity for such an institution like this. 
Lastly I would ask him if he !ms not 
already viHited the institution to do so, as 
it might be of some interest and edification 
to him. 

Item 11-Lime Factory, $600. 

M1·. LEE : Last year there was voted 
$1,200, and this year the amount is to be 
only $600. I would like to find out what 
is the revenue Governmrnt collects from 
citrus oil manufactured at th is institution. 

TnE CIIAIRMAN: If the hon. Mem
ber thinks it is importnnt to lmve the 
details, he may ask thl' hon. Uoloninl 
Secreta.ry in his office and he will be only 
too glad to give the informiition. 

Mr. LEE: A reduction from $1,200 to 
$600 will cause the citrus cultivation to 
get into a bad state. If th<> reduction is 
only for the purpose of making a saving, 
then it is false economy. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
would like to reier the hon. Member to 
the fact tliat the actual expenditure in 
1938 was only $537, and it is pos ible that 
in 1939 an over-estimate was submitted. 

LABOUR AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I am going to ask 

Government to consider the nrlvi�ability 
of withdrnwing at thi;; time all these new 
appointments from the Eistimates. I refer 
particularly to the posts of Industrial 
Adviser nnd Inspector of Labour. I am 
not conversant with the duties of an 
Industrial Adviser. I do not know 
whether it is the intention of Government 
to get another officer and create another 
post to denl with industries in general. 
\Ve have been told over and over again 
that only two industries can thrive in this 
Colony and are worth thinking of. Those 
industries are Sugar and Hice. Sugar can 
well take care of itself, although thi!1 
Department will try to take care of it. 
Rice was not built up by any Advisory 
Committee, or Department, or by anybody 
except the ordiruu·y labouring mitn in the 
field. I do not sny th1it man does not need 
some aclvice and assistance, but it should 
be given through the officers of the Agri
culturnl Department. At a time liko this 
Government is going to nppoint a particu
lar individual and call him an Industrial 
Ad,·iser. I am fully aware of the fact that 
with the ach-ent of the Hoynl Commission 
to this Colony certain members of that 
Commission, with the very best intention 
but forgetting that they were in a country 
in which the conditions were vastly differ
ent to those in the United Kingdom, 
propounded certain theol"ies which the 
lociil man ought to know were not work
able. If thev had remnined here for a 
little longer p"eriod they would have seen 
that those theories could not w01·k. Is it 
fair for this Government, though knowing 
that conclitions do not warrant those 
theories, to pander to the suggestion 
which those Commissione1·s have tl'ied to 
adumbrate? 

Take the appointment of an Inspector 
of Labour. Your Excellency knows very 
w<>ll tlmt the1·e has been a wave of dissatis
faction passing through the West Indies dur
ing this year and also last yea1·. Some people 
here took it into their heads to fan the 
flame and cause some trouble, which we 
hope not to see again. Appointing this 
officer now is, as it were, closing the stable 
door after the horse is out. It is lecrislat
ing for something that does not exi�t and 
at a time when we cannot afford the money 
involved. There is no one, no matter 
where he comes from, who can do more in 
dealing with labour on the sugar estates 
than the sugar planters. If the Manager 
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of any estate cannot talk to a laboul'er and 
get him to reason, what will be the use of 
having a Labour Expert as his wol'd is not 
going to be taken. It is going to be 
thought that he is in liege with the 
Authorities. Now and again we have had 
a labour flare up, one taking place at Pin. 
Lusignan and another at Pin. llosehall, 
although we had at the lime an Immigra
tion Agent General. W o have not a suffi
cient number of Elected Members present 
to oppose Government successfully, if I in
tend to press forthe deletion of this post, nnd 
I am appealing, therefore, to Government 
that the appointment is new and unnecessary, 
especially when Government has found it 
necessary to curtail expenditure in the 
direction of Pure Water Hupply and Roads 
Reconstruction, which ni·e neccssa1·y estab
lishments. I do not see any justification for 
the appointment. Who is the Industrial 
Adviser going to advise-Government? Who 
are the labourers he is going to protect? 
Capital and Labout·. will always wrangle, 
but cannot do without each other. There 
will always be differences of opinion be
tween Capital and Labour, which differ
ences have alwa,ys been met in the 
past. This is an attempt to revive or l'e
animate the Crossby system. "7e do not 
want it. I suppose I will be given some 
reason in reply for the appointment of 
these officers, hut I am going to move the 
deletion of the�e new appointments, and 
ask Govcrnruent not to look upon it as an 
attempt on my part to be truculent. I 
wish to help Government. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I intend to 
make a suggestion to this Council. It is this: 
In view of all that has passed in the debate 
on the Estimates under the Heads where 
increases were proposed-the Medical Ser
vices, the Public Works and this Head
consideration of those item11 challenged be 
postponed to next week, so that we may 
be able to get ahead with the other items 
which have no increases. 

Mr. SEAFORD: Whether considera
tion is postponed or not, I will never agree 
to the deletion of these items. I agree 
with a lot of what the hon Member for 
Berbice River has said, and I disagree 
also with a lot that he has said. He 
took us back many years to what hap
pened in the time of Crosby, but 
one point he lost sight of, and that is, 
in the days of Crosby we had not in this 

Colony the Labour Unions and Trade 
UnionR which we have to-clay. Those are 
institutions which have only just been 
born. In a country like this where we have 
Trade Unions, which we welcome, however, 
if run on proper lines, and where those a.t 
the head of those Unions do not under
stand the proper running of them, I think 
it is only right and proper that Govern
ment should employ a.n officer who knows 
how those institutions should be run. I 
think it would be to the advantage of the 
labourers themselves that those Trade 
Unions ishould be run on the very best possi
ble lines and to the benefit of all concerned. 
I think it would be a retrograde step for 
Go,,ernment not to make the greatest effort 
to help those Trade Unions to be run on 
the best lines. I am against the deletion 
of the items. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: With your permis
sion, as the result of the argument adduced 
by the hon. Member for Georgetown North 
(Mr. 8eaford), I withdraw my opposition. 

Mr. LEE: If the hon. Member for 
Georgetown North is correct in his view, 
I heartily support it. Why, however, 
must this officer be placed above the line? 
Officers have come out under contract, and 
some have proved successful and some other
wise. I think that in the best interest of 
this Colony this officer should come out un
der C\ontract for a number of years, and if 
during that period he proves himself worthy 
then he may be appointed permanently and 
placed above the line. Supposing this officer 
i1 appointed permanently from the outset 
an<l he proves a failure, what would Gov
ernment do? Trade Unions are in their 
infancy in this Colony, and it will take a 
number of years to educate the people in 
the running of their Trade Unions on 
proper lines. An officer from abroad can 
not teach these people to change their 
ways an<l, thel'efore, why engage such an 
officer who is not going to make the pro
ject a success? It is a brilliant idea to 
have such an officer, and I would welcome 
the appointmtJnt if the Labour Party in 
England is going to make the choice. It 
was promised to the Trade Unions in this 
Colony that an officer would be selected and 
sent out here. 

,vhat I would like to draw Government's 
attention to, however, is this : The District 
Administration Rules an<l Regulations are 
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being changed, and in that we a.re making 
a step in the advancement of self-govern
ment, l)Ut I would like to ask that provi
tlion be made for the District Commissioner 
to attend a meeting of the proprietors 
of his district and let them elect 
from among their number those whom 
they would like to serve them on 
the Local Authority, thereby providing 
Government with a. panel from which to 
appoint Councillors. It has been proved 
that the appointments ma.de by Government 
to the Local Authorities through the 
recommendation of someone 01· other were 
not always ht the best interest of the Local 
Authorities. Those Nominated Councillors 
have been found to be grinding their own 
axe in the administration of the Authority. 
As the scheme is to teach the people to 
govern themselves, I would ask Government 
to amend the regulations as suggested. 

As regards the appointment of an Indus
trial Adviser, I do admit that it ia neces
sary to have an expert in this Colony to 
look after the industries of this Colony, 
but where is the finance to develop those 
industries? It would be a. waste of time 
to have an adviser if you have not the 
money to develop the ind�stries a.long the 
lines as advised. 

Mr. SEAFORD: Hon. Membera of this 
Council must have heard what a wonderful 
success the Industrial Adviser has proved 
to be in Trinidad, where he has been over a. 
year. 

Mr. JACOB : I am glad to know that 
the opposition by the hon. Member for 
Berbice River is withdrawn. I was of the 
opinion that it was not necessary at this 
sta.ge to ha. ve an Industrial Adviser, and that 
it should be left in the hands of Government 
to say whether he should be here early 
next year or later. I am opposed to 
increasing the personnel of Government 
but, I think, another officer may do well 

· for the present.

I desire to support the recommendation
of the hon. Member for Essequebo River
(Mr. Lee) as regards the appointment
by Government of Nominated Council
lors on Local Authorities. I recom
mend that the ratepayers be asked to
select suitable candidates and a panel
submitted to Government, so that those in
whom the people have confidence will be

appointed by Government and thereby 
self-government in the villages be advanced. 
The principle of appointing any person 
who is recommended by a party not fully 
conversant with the affairs of the Country 
District does not work very well. The 
ratepayer should be given an opportunity 
to be consulted as to who should be 
appointed to serve him on the Local 
Authority. 

I understand that Mr. Roth, a retired 
Civil Servant, has been sent to the North 
West District in some official capacity. I 
would be glad to b� advi�d as to the 
capacity in which he has gone there. I 
desire also to ask whether retired Civil 
Servants earning an income are to be given 
Government jobs, while there are several 
other persons who are only too willing to 
serve Government and who may be able to 
serve more usefully. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: If the hon. 
Member refers to Local Authorities gener
ally I am not entirely in agreement with 
him, but if he is referring to Country 
Authorities then I support the suggestion 
as a means whereby the members should 
be selected. The position otherwise is, 
while I appreciate the fact that the hon, 
Attorney-General has been and is snowed 
down with work, I hope he would, if 
possible, hasten forward the Labour Bill 
so that it would cry�tallize as soon as 
possible. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: With 
regard to the question asked by the hon. 
Member for North Western District, it is 
correct that Mr. Roth is acting as :r>is
trict Commissioner of the North West 
District. It is only a temporary appoint
ment. The Department of Labour and 
Local Government has been extremely 
shorthanded since the War broke out. 
Four officers are on leave, and while two 
are expected back in the near future it is 
not possible for them to leave for this 
country on the date fixed for their depar
ture. As hon. Members are aware, the 
acting Commissioner of Labour and Local 
Government has been very busy and con
tinues to be busy in connection with War 
work. .F�r the time being the Govern
ment Medical Officer of the North West 
District is performing the duties of Dis
trict Commissioner in addition to his own. 
It has been found unsatisfactory to have 
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him performing those dutiC'S in conjuucLion 
with his substuutive duties. The appoint
ment is a tempomry one ancl is the best 
the Government can do in the circum -
stances. 

Mr. JACOB: I think, the view has been 
repeatedly exp1·essed here that retired 
Civil Servants, who are earning a pension 
and have 1·eceived a lump sum bonus, 
should remain in retirement uncl allow 
others to give service to this Government. 
If we had not a large number of unem
ployed, their re-em;Jloymi>nt would be ttll 
right. I urge on Government to cousider 
that in future. The Government .Medicitl 
Officer in the North \Yest District is not 
able to carry out the duties of District 
Commissioner prnperly. The District 
Commissioner in the North West Dis
trict has to be Magistrale, Police Inspec
tor, Commissioner of Lands anrl Mines, 
etc. The position was made worse when 
the Government Medical Officer was made 
to take on those duties in addition to his 
own. I object, however, to one who has 
retired and has been generously treated by 
this Government increasing his pensionable 
service by nearly three years and who is 
getting a decent pension being allowed to 
undertake Government work which others, 
who are unemployed, are only too willing 
to go ancl do. 

THE CHAIBMAN : I suppose, the 
unemployed referred to are not suitably 
qualified to take ove1· the duties of District 
Commissioner. 

TrrE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
woultl like to a�su1·e the hon . .Member that 
I woulcl be tlw last person to recommend 
to His Excellency �he re-employment of a 
pensioned officer. I am more in favour of 
avoicling that whenever it is possible. 
During the pt·ogress of the \Y1U", however, 
Government cannot �ive the undel'taking 
not to re-employ pensioners. 

Mr. JACOB: A lawyer may be willing 
to go to the North West District and act 
as District Commissioner. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: Mr. Roth was in that 
clistrict for a long timP. He knows the 
district thoroughly haying worked in a 
similar capacity there. He has adminis
tered justice there before and is eminently 
suited to act there as Dis�rict Com-

1ms1noner. If he is to act only for a 
short period, I think, it is the best t,hing 
Governmpnt could have done to appoint 
him. No lawyer, who may be willing to go 
there for a short period, can grasp all that 
is necessary to give satisfactory service. 
In the first place he does not know the 
district. I cannot subscribe to the view 
that only because a man is a pensioner, if 
there is a technical job which he can do, 
he should not be employed to do it. 

Mr. LEE : I would like to say that the 
officer in question had applied to Govern
ment to increase his term of service for 
rntirement imd Government deemed it 
advii;able to grant his request. Three 
years were added to his service so as to 
give him pension, and he was retired on 
the ground of ill-health. That was only 
about two years ago. He was then con
sidered incapable of working in the country 
districts and was pensioned off; now he can 
go there to act and be given a salary. 
That principle is wrong. I feel certain 
that there are young<'r men in the District 
Aclministrat ion Department who can give · 
satisfactory service to Government in tlmt 
position, if lhey are only given a chance. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT: While I am against 
the ttppointment, it would seem from what 
the hon. Colonial Secretary has said that 
thii; is one of those cases ,;here the excep
tion, perhaps, proves the rule. It seems 
regrettable that this debate should have 
revolved itself around such a hifling issue. 
Perhaps, one ma.y like to be a little 
philosophical and to be satisfied that 
silence is golden. 

Mr. MACNIE (Commissione1· of Labour 
and Local Government, Acting) : I am 
grnteful to the hon. Member for George 
town North (Mr. Seaford) for having 
so quickly convinced my hon. friend 
on my right (Mr. Eleazar) as to 
the nei>d for the appointment of an 
Industl'ial Adviser and an adclitional 
Inspec�or of Labour. If any further argu
ment 1� needed to persuade those hon. 
Members who opposed those two new items, 
I would ask them to look at the report of 
Major Ordc-Erown, who visited this 
Colony during the latter part of last year 
in order to report to the Recretary of 
State for the Colonies on labour condi
tions in this part of the wodd. That 
report has been distributed and in para-
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graphs 58 to 62 the reasons for these 
appointments are there set out. In view 
of the able and brief manner in which the 
hon. Member for Georgetown North has 
summarised the views of Major Orde
Browne, I do not think I net>d ,leal with 
the matter further. 

1'he hon. Member for Essequebo River 
(Mr. Lee) and the hon. Member for 
North Western District (Mr. Jacob) as 
well as the hon. Member fo1· W-estern 
Essequebo (Mr. C. V. Wight) have attacked 
the manner in which members of Uountry 
Auth01·ities are appointed. There seems 
to be some confusion. Members of Village 
Councils are elected and those of Country 
Authorities are appointed. On Village 
Councils two-thirds of the members at·e 
elected and one-thfrd appointed. 

Mr. C. V. WIGHT (interrnptiug): To 
a point of order. I think the hon. Member 
for Western EsseqU(•bo particularly differ

, enti,ttecl between Country Authorities and 
other Local Authorities . 

.Mr. MAGNIE: I was not suggesting 
that tlw hon . .Member for w·estern Esse
quebo was guilty of confusing them, but he 
did attack the manner in which the mem
be1·s of Country Authorities are 1tppointed. 
One-third of the Village Councillors are 
appointed and in Country Authorities all 
tht> members are appointed by the Local 
Government Board. It is suggested that 
proprietors should be given the oppor
tunity to elect those members who are to 
ht- appointed. My only answer to that is 

this : In those Country Districts where 
the propril'tors desire to elect thei1· repre
sentatiYes on their Local Authorities, they 
should petition the Loc1tl Government 
Board and show reasons for the raisin� of 
their status to that of Village Districts. 
Any att.empt to conduct an election in a. 
Country Di1Stl'ict in the manner so easily 
suggested by the hon. Member for Esse
quebo Rive1· is doomed to failure. I can 
assul"6 him from personal experiem•p that 
any attempt to assemble the propriPtors of 
a Country District and ask them to elect 
the members of their Authori tv cannot 
succeed. I do not think there is.anything 
further I need add. 

Mr. LEE: I would like to draw Gov
ernment's attention to two districts in 
which, there can be no doubt, tlw people 
can govern themselves. I refe1· to Kitty 
and V reedeu-Hoop. They have both on 
several occasions petitioned the Govern
ment to be raised from Country Districts 
to Village Districts and their requests 
have been tumod down. 

Mr. JACOB: The idea, I have sup
ported, is that the residents of Country 
Districts should be given an opportunity 
to submit it panel of names to the proper 
authorities for appointment to the Local 
Authoritie8. 

THi-: CHAIRMAN: I understand the 
hon. Member's suggestion. 

The Council resumed and adjourned to 
10.30 a.m. on the following day. 
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