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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 
·,t, 

Thu1·sday, 8th Jiine, 1933. 

The Council met, His Excellency the
Governor, Sm EDWARD DENHAM, K.C.M.G.,
K.B.E., President, in the Chair. 

PRESENT. 
The Hon. the Attomey-General, Mr. 

Hector Josephs, K.C., B.A., LL.M:. 
(Cantab.), LL.B. (Lond.). 

'l'he Hon. T.T. Smellie, 0.B.E.(Nominated
Unofficial Member). ' 

The H@. F. Dias, 0.B.E. (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, B.S.A., Director 
of Agriculture. 

? The Hon. R. E. Brnssington (vVestern 

r 
Essequebo ). 

) 
Major tl11• Hou. J. C. Craig, D.S.O., 

M.E.I.C., Director of Public Workll. 

The Hon. \V. A. D'Andmde, Comptroller 
of Customs. 

The Hon. Q. B. de Freitas, M.R.C.S. 
(Eng.), L.R.C.P. (Lond.), Surgeon-General 
(Acting). 

The H011. F. Birkitt, Postma.ster
Gener11l. 

The Ho!1. L. G. C1·ease, M.A. (Oxon), 
Direetot· of Ji.;ducation (Acting). 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C. (New 
t Amsterd,un). 

The Hon. N. Cannon (Georgetown 
1 North). 

'l'he Hon. A. V. Crane, LL.B .. (Lond.) 
(Dememm River). 

. The Hon. Percy C. Wight,· O.B.E. 
(Georgetown Central). 

·The Hon. J. Gonsalvt>;, (Georgetown
South). 

The Hon. V. A. Pires (North ·western 
District). 

The H0n. J. I. De Aguiar (CentraJ 
Demerara). 

The -Hon. vV. S. Jones (N omin:ited 
Unofficial Member). 

MINUTES. 
The miimtes of the meeting of the 

Council held 011 the 5th April, as printed 
and cfrculated, were confirmed. 

MEMBERS S\VORN. 
The following Members; took and !rnb

scribed to the oath :-
Hon. T. Millard, acting Colonial Secre

tary. 
Mr. E. F. MuDavid, ,wting Colonial

Treasurer. 
Mr,-1'. W. King, Official Receiver. 
Mr. H. G. Seaford. 
Mr. E. M. Walcott. 

PRESIDENT'S SPEECH. 
The President r1ddressed the- Council as 

follows:-
HONOURABLE MBMBBRS OF COUNCIL, 

I am not proposing to-day to give a full 
review of n,ll the Colony's activities hut 
merely to refer to a few of the more imme
diate problems. 

At a meeting of the Council held on the 
28th March last in considering a Bill to 
appropriate the supplies granted for the 
current year, the HonounLble Member· for 
Dememra River asked for information with 
reg,ird to certain points :dfecting the 
Colony's finances which it was promised 
should be given to Council at the next 
session. In accordance with that under
taking T now propose to summarise the
financial position as it stood at the end of
1932 and as it appears to-day. 

The report of the Colonial Treasurer for 
the year 1932 will to-day be laid on tl}e 
trLble. It contains an exhriustive analysis 
of the financial position on the 31st 
December last and deals fullv with the 
details of the Colony's expendit;re fo1, the
year 1932. 

I will, however, indicate to Council 
briefly the principal and outstanding 
features of the situation at the close of last 
year . 
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Excluding the figures relating . to the 
Colonial Development Fund, Empfre Mar 
keting Board Schemes and Unemployment 
Relief ·work, the Colony's revenue and ex
penditure totals for 1932 as originally 
estimated were $4,533,424 and $5,108,409, 
respectively, from which it will be realised 
that a deficit for the year of $574,985 is indi
cated to which must be added the net deficit 
of $187,199 brought forward from 1931. 
This total deficit, however, was folly covered 
by loan-in-aid provisions of £40,000 
($192,000) and £120,000 ($576,000) prn
vided for in the United Kingdom budget 
for the financhtl year 1932-33. 

The actual Colony revenue <tnd expendi 
ture totals for 1932, $4,917,989 and 
$4-,997 ,390 respectively, show a deficiency 
of $79,401 or less by $495,584 th�·i the 
origincil P,Stimate. 

This very satisfactory result was due 
mainly to the revenue of the year being 
increased by various extraordinary and 
special items which were not anticipated 
when the Budget was prepared while the 
further decline in ordinary revenue collec • 
tions under the main he,Lds of Customs and 
Excise (apart from new tax,Ltion) did 
not materialiRe as was anticip,Ltecl when 
the original estiu1,Lte� for 1932 were 
framed. 

As I informed Council at the time, 
these estimates were prepared on a very 
conservative basis and to conform with 
the downward trend in receipts experienced 
during the previous three years. There 
was Rome! impl'Ovement in collections in a 
ff'w directions while savings in expenditure 
in nearly every Department lmve nlso con
tributed to the result. 

The extraordinary items of revenue 
refe1;red to tot,d )!;266,592, which includes 
the allocation of $71,569 received under 
the head of Reparntions and gtLins on sales 
of and appreciation in the value of invest
mentR he.Id on account of the Post Oflice 
SavingR Bank, which amounLed to *191,365 
-these items could not, of course, lmve
been allowed for.

Ordinary revenue collections exceeded 
the estimate by $117,973, principally under 
the following heads : Customs ad vcilorem 
and specific ( wines, spirits and malts), Bill 
of Entry Tax, Rum Duty and Income Tax. 

In respect of the Bill of Entry Tax 
Honourabl<e Members will recall that this 
Tax was first introduced with effect from 
January 22nd, 1932, at the rate of l ½ per 
cent. but in April, 193·2, it was increased 
to 3 per cent. to cover the loss to the 
Colony's revenue resulting from the re
allocation of the costs of the Georgetown 
Sewerage Scheme. 

I am glad to say that the incre,ise in the 
rnte has been found just sufficient to cover 
the deficiency. 

The savings in expenditure on the origi
nal estimate amounted to $111,019, the 
largest item being a 1·eduction of $240,020 
under Public Debt charges, due principally 
to snvings in interest charges on current 
borrowing following on the reduction in 
the floating debt clue to the elimination of 
accumulated deficits. 

Summarising the position in respect 
of loans-in-aid we received in 1931 
$1,104-,000, of which $240,000 was in 
respect of the deficit for the year 1930 
and $864-,000 in respect of that for· 1931. 
As I have already stated, there remained a 
deficit of $187,199 at the end of 1931, 
which had to be carried forward to 1932 
and this together with the estimM,ed 
deficit of 1932 was covered by the votes of 
$192,000 and $576,000 provided in the 
United Kingdom Budget. 

These sums we1·0 received in 1932. '\Ve 
lmve therefore received in all under the 
head of Loans-in-air\ tow,irds budget 
defi<.:its ,i tot,Ll of $1,872,000, but, as I 
lrnve ,d ready st,Lted, the actual deficiency 
for 1932 was· $79,401 only and there 
remltins in our hands an unappropriated 
btLlance amounting to a total of $501,'100 
out of the 1932 loan-in-aid l'eceipts. 

The possession of this money has placed 
the Colony in the fortunate position of 
being able-tempol'arily at least-to pay 
off its floating indebtedness to the Crown 
Agents for working capital an<l at the 
moment we ai'e actually in credit with 
them. I have represented to the Secretary 
of State that we should be permitted to 
retain this unexpended balance or a fixed 
pl'Oportion of it its ii permanent advance 
to cover the Colony's floating debt require
ments pending the· creation of a surplus 
balance of our own, that is to say, we are 

•
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now in the position of having a reserve 
through the savings effected on t;he loa-n
in-aid to be placed against any tleficit on 
our Budget for 1934. 

Before dealing further with this point, 
however, I would refer to further sums 
which we have received from the Imperial 
Gover·nment in respect of schemes under
taken from funds provided by the Colonial 
J;:>evelopment Fund Advisory Committee 
and the Empire Marketing Board as also 
for Unemployment Relief Works. Up to 
31st December, 1932, the Colony had 
rticeived from the Colonial Development 
Fund for the various schemes underta,ken 
with the approval of the Advisory Com
mittee a sum of $299,788, of which 
$291,002 had been actmilly expended at 
tha,t date. Of the expenditure so incurred 
$:rn:J,718 is on loa,n, and the remaining 
$58,284 is a free grant. Except for a com
paratively sma,ll sum of $3,600 spent on the 
scheme for the establishment of a revolving 
fund fol' the pul'chase and distribution of 
seed paddy, the whole of the loan expendi
ture incuiTed represents the cost of the 
Bartica-Potaro Road and bridge construc
tion. The total cost of this road, includ
ing-the bridge and branch roads to Tuma
tumari itnd Tiboku on the l\1azaruni, is 
estimated at $446,760. In addition there 
will be expended on lorries $16,080 and 
$39,830 on a geological and mineralogical 
survey of the area, which will commence 
under a �pecial party undel' cha,rgo of Mr. 
Grant!H1m, an experienced geologist and 
mineralogist, next month. Mr·. Grnntham's 
p�rty, which I believe includes Mr. 
Bral:ewcll who has had prnvious experi
e11ce in this Colony, is lea,ving England 011 

tlte 23rd of this month. 

The total citpit11l expenditure is esti
mated to be $502,670, the whole of which 
is being provided as loans from the 
Colonial Development Fund. 

The terms of the loan are that the first 
five years will be free of interest, repay
ment with intei·est to be made within 
20-25 years thereafter or earlier if ,1, loan
cove1-ing the expenditure is raised by the
Colony. It will be realised that the terms
of the loan are generous and should not
involve the cl1arge· of more than $34,000
per annum spread over a period of, say,
twenty-five years a,nd only commencing in
1936 when it is hoped that the results

secured from this expenditure will more 
than cover this charge on the revenue. 

I believe that the construction of this 
road through the interior of this Colony 
and under very considerable natural diffi
culties will be a work of which the Colony 
may be justly proud. The latest reports 
received show that the road is standiug 
up well to the heavy calls already made on 
it. Over the period of sixteen months to 
date a weekly average of 11 tons-includ
ing some 4,000 passenge1·s-has been 
transported over this road and under 
weather conditions which might reason
ably have called for the tempornry closing 
of the road, which has not however been 
found necessary. Dif'l:iculties lmve, of 
course, been met with, the princip,1l being 
in respect of the foundations of the bridge; 
the blasting of the rocks on both ,;irles of 
Garr!i.way Stream owing to the nature of 
the soil has proved a difficult task, neces
sitating an increase in expenditure which, 
however, will raise the cost of the road 
and the bridges on the road only to 
approximately £450 a mile, which it will 
be recognised is a low estimate for a road 
of this length and quality. 

Difficulties have also been experienced 
in obta,ining the type of lorry best suited 
to the surface of the road. Expert opin
ions both here and ia England favoured 
the use of heavy lorries while results now 
suggest that two-ton lorries are best suited 
to conditions and that six-wheel vehicles 
should not be used on the road, though the 
heavier lorries have been very useful in 
the conveyance of the he,tvy bridge mate,·ial, 
the steel work for which will he delivered 
at Garraway Stream by the e11cl of 
next month. It is hope<l tha,t the bridge 
will be c:ompleted beforn the end. of the 
yea1· aud I ,;hall take the opportunity of 
inviting the Honourable .Membon; of Coun
cil to travel over the road a,nd be present 
at the opening of the bridge. 

Government has experienced further 
difficulties in respect of the road work 
owing to the shortage of sta.ff, while it has 
been found necessary to grant leave to two 
of the five engineers in the Public 'iVorks 
Department on grounds of health during 
the past month. I am endeavouring to 
secure on a temporary agreement an engi
neer for the supervision of the l:Ompletion 
of the work as it is at present impm;sible 
to spare any officer in the Public 'iVorks 
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Department £o1· this duty. 1rhe cost of
the_ engineer's services will be clia.rged
ag,unst the Development Fund loan for the 
road. 

The expenditure incurred out. of grants 
provided by the Empire .Marketing Boa,rd 
for the purpose of sug,L1·-cane research 
amounted to $6,893 at the end of 1932. 
'11he whole of this expenditure is a. free 
gntnt from the Board. 

We have received since 1930 when funds 
\Vere first obta.ined for this purpose the 
sum of $1,043,548 for Unemployment 
B.elief vVorks. The whole of this sum is
a free grant from the Imperi,Ll Govem-·
ment. In addition a further grant of
£36,000 or $172,800 has been provided in 
re;;pect of the United Kingdom financi,Ll
y<'rLr 1933-34. I need not emphas�se the
great va1ue thttt thesP grnnts luwe been to
the Colon?, taking a,s they do the place of
Public vVorks Extraonlinary which now
represents ,1 very smnll item. The expen
diture for the past three ye,Lrs from the
vote has only tot,11led $39,000.

Tt :;houlcl be realised that these ,1mounts 
,u·e given to the Colony for the very 
definite purpose of rPlieving unemployment 
when and where it i;; established that such 
unemployment exists and that further the 
money is to be spread as widely as possible 
with the objeet of affording ,Ls much relief 
as possible to the workers. 

It is essential tlmt as the as,;istance is 
of a tempotitry nature it should only be 
devoted to works whieh can be complf!ted 
from tl1c provision made a,nd the amount 
,1vaih1ble l1as to be spread over a full year. 
I itlll :;ure that Counuil will feel with me 
that we shoul<l endeavour as far as pos�ible 
to provide such work from our own 
resources rather tlrnn depend upon free 
grants from the United Kingdom, but it is 
well to realise that without such assist
ance unemployment in thi,; Colony would 
hnve been ,1 far more serious menace and 
that we could not have looked for the 
revenue l'eturns we lrnve obtained had it 
not been for the distribution so made in 
,va.ges. 

C,1re has been ttLkcn as far as possible 
to dPvote the amount,; so gl'anted to work 
which will be of future benefit to the 
Colony, aMl it is from this source that 
during the past two and a half years it has 

been possible to ma,intain the East Coast 
and East Bank roads, to imprnve the con
dition of 'the roads and of the insanitary 
areas in Georgetown, to extend large culti. 
vable areas in the Corentyne and Esse
quebo, to e1·ect Government and Infant 
Schools and extensions to the Hospital 
in Georgetown ,tnd provide many other 
works which have been of immediate and 
wili be of fu�ure value to the Colony. 

'£0 summal'ise, the Colony's obligation 
to the Imperial Government from 1930 
and up to the close of H\32-the Colony 
lmd received from the Exchequer a total 
of $:\222,229 in financial assistance irt one 
form or another, of which $2,678,193 has 
been expended leaving $42,636 on hand 
tow,trds works in progre,;:; >Lnd a biLlance 
of $501,400, which, as I said, has been 
utilised as a.n a.dvance for working capital 
in lieu of borrowing from the Cl'Own 
Agents. 

Of the amount expended $232,718 was 
charged in the Colony's accounts as a 
definite loan repayable to the Colonial 
Development Fund, $1,074,875 has been 
fomlly written off as a free grant, while 
$1,370,600, which has had to be appropri
ated from the loan-in-a.id provisions to 
quadrate revenue and expenditure and 
liquidate the deficit, has also been written 
off i11 the account::; but is noted in the 
BahLnce Sheet as a contingent liability of 
the Colony. 

In December, 1930, the Colony was first 
informed that His Majesty's Government 
proposed to provide a deficit grant for 
.British Guiana in reply to previous corres
pondence in which i1 "grant-ill->Lid " was 
requested-the term "grnnt-in-aid to local 
revenue," etc., appears in the United King
dom Supplementary Estimates. 

In the Secret�ry of State's despatch of 
the 17th of JanuM-y, 1931, refening to his 
telegram relating to the deficit grant, it is 
stated that "'His Majesty's Govemment 
had agreed to make provision for a Parlia
mentary grant by way of loan of £50,000 
to British Guiana. in aid of administrative 
expenses," etc., and in explanatory details 
of the Supplementary Estimate it appears 
that the grants-in-aid are described as 
" Loan on terms to be prescribed by t_he 
T1;easury in aid of administrative expenses," 
etc. 

In the report of. the Financial Commis-
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sioners the asf;istance is referred to as a 
Loan Grant. The position has been more 
cleal'ly defined in subsequent correspon
dence by the separation of all money to be· 
expended on relief of unemployment 
being referred to and treated as a free 
grant whilfi the rcmainrler has been des
cribed as a loan. 

No terms have been made with regard 
,to interest or repayment, nor is it likely 
that such will be suggested until the time 
arrives when the Colony ceases to be in 
need of financial assistance. The very 
valuable help which has been given us may 
therefore be regarded for the present as 
loan-grants, subject to their being treated 
::ts loans on terms of repayment and inter
est to be subsequently ag1·eed upon should 
the financial position of the Colony 
improve to such an extent in th,e future 
as to justify such a claim being made. 

Honourable Members may recall that 
in my first speech to this Council in 
October, 1930, I stated that "I sincerely 
trust and I am ·sure that this sentiment 
·.vill be echoed throughout the country 

· that the time may yet co_me when this
Colony will be in a position to inform the
Imperial Government that the money
which was advanced in the hour of her
need can be treated as a loan that the
Colony will repay with interest or in such
other form as may then prove acceptable."

It is recognised by His Majesty's Gov
ernment that this Colony has loyaJly met 
the very heavy burdens which it has been 
necessary to impose during these past years 
while the increase in the Colony's revenue 
indicates that the individual contribution 
made in this Colony is so high as to justify 
the appeal which has been made-and met 
-for Imperial assistance.

I realise and appreciate the desire of
Council that we should as ii,OOn as possible. 
relieve ourselves of the burdens of debt. 
It is essential, howeve1·, that we should first 
be able to. put ourselves in the position of 
being able to secure the general well-being 
of the community, to provide for unem
ployment as far as possible and to continue 
the development of the resources of the 
Oolony. 

It is obvious that these results can only 
be obtained at present by our own efforts, 

supported by assistance from the Imperial 
Government-the returns of Revenue show 
that the activities of the Colony are being 
generally well maintained. 

It is clear from the position at the end 
of 1932 and the fact, which I am glad to 
state, that the Budget anticipations for 
the current yea1· have so far been fulfilled, 
"that money is being put into circulation 
in- this Colony and that a fair proportion 
of it is being contributed to the main
tenance of the State. 

We a1·e all desirous of encouraging the 
introduction of capital from outside and 
I consider that we are doing our best in 
this direction by maintaining our position 
and developing our industries. 

In Sugar our exports for first five 
months of the year were 63,386 tons, or· 
5,815 tons in excess of those for same 
period last year. We have every prospect 
of an excellent crop and original estimates, 
it is anticipated, will be exceeded. The 
suga,r position is not merely reflected in 
the export trade 1-)ut in the increased 
impo1·tation of .�ugar machinery and in the 
considerable expenditure to be undertaken 
this year on many of the sugar estates in 
improving health' and sanitary conditions, 
an expenditure which will be warmly wel
comed. There has also been considerable 
development in cane-farming, an industry 
which makes a special appeal to the Negro 
population . 

In Rice our exports have been main
b�ined. 13,089 tons were exported up to 
the end of May as 11gainst l?,880 tons for 
the sa,me period in 1932.· 'vVe have been 

· menaced by competition from India but
there is every hope now that we shall
maintain our markets. Local prices are
undoubtedly very low, causing much con
cern throughout the country.

The Rice Marketing Board has proved 
its value. 'l'he extent of the attempts to 
eva,de the regulations under the Ordinance 
show that had them been no restraining 
control chaos might have resulted in the 
export trade and prices further reduced to 
the still further detriment of the grower. 
It has further succeeded in averaging out 
the pi-ic.:es which our rice should obtain, 
which would not have been possible had 
there been no check "On cut-throat compe
tition. I£ every exporter of _rice is pre-

•
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pared to sell at any price which will give 
him an immediate return, however small, 
the eftects are bound to be either a drop 
in the price of paddy which will dishearten 
the grower or else the eliminn.tion of the 
shipper who will be unable to supply at a 
cut-throat price which he has helped to 
establish-with a.ttendant disorganisa,tion 
and loss of markets wl1ich we are in more 
danger of losing to-dn.y by asking too little 
than by asking too much. The Rice Mar
keting Board completes its work at the 
end of this month, unless it is intended to 
extend its term, and proposals during the 
course of this session will be put before 
Council with the hope that it may be 
,possible to !lecure a measure of control of 
prices and safeguard the interests above 
all of the growers. 

When it is, realised that we have doubled 
our export of rice during the past three 
years and that we have secured new and 
valuable markets-JamaiciL had up to 
the 31st May taken 3,490 tons of our rice 
as compared with a total export for the 
year 1930 of 1,953 tons and increased her 
purchases from 800,000 lbs. in January 
to nearly three million lbs. in April-and 
we are assured of good-will and encourage
ment in that market-it should surely be 
possible for our rice interests to get 
together and pool their resources rather 
than by suicidal competition amongst 
themselves lower the price of our rice to 
the point where the grower is in doubt as 
to whether he should continue his cultiva,-

. tion. The position has been further 
stI·engthened by a reduction in freight rates 
!l.nd successful .schooner competition. 

There is a better prospect for our cattle 
iodustry to-day than has hitherto been the 
case. Through the enterprise of Mr. Wong 
a succes:sful expol'tation of fifty head was 
made to Trinidad and twenty-five head to 
Barbados last month. These are small 
beginnings but their value lies in the fact 
that they have proved that we can supply 
marketable cattle with some guarantee of 
continuance of supplies. Both these Colo
nies have undertaken to assist by protec
tive measures ,Lgainst imports from foreign 
countries but naturally desire to be assUl·ed 
that we can guarantee continuity of supply. 

Two successful drives of 118 and 116 
head of cattle over the sixty-eight miles of 
the tr;1,il from KurupukalTi were made in 
.,4,.pxil in which I;1ot a si,ugle head was lost, 

a great contrast to many drives in the 
past. I would urge those interested in 
the cattle trade in the Colony to ta.ke 
advantage of the present conditions. 

The minor agricultural products in thh, 
Colony are deserving of fuller attention. 
I welcome the attempts of those who urge 
growers to replace foreign importations 
by increased local output. There is fur
ther too great a tendency in this Colony 
to look upon ground provisions only from 
the point of view of the profit to be made 
from their sales. In Essequebo this is 
particularly the case, their value as a food 
crop is imufficiently realised while there 
are now larger openings for the pl!1ntain 
trade with Trinidad where a 10 per cent. 
protection is being afforded, while further 
concessions are being granted to Empire 
fruit and vegetables. 

The position in respect of the coconut 
industry is causing serious concern owing 
to low prices of copra. I am awaiting a 
report from the Chamber of Commerce 
after the interview I had ,with their mem
bers. The position in Trinidad has been 
examined by the Director of Agl'iculture. 

The latest reports received from the 
Agricultural Department with regard to 
the Pineapple Canning Industry on the 
Demerara River are distinctly encourag
ing. 

In minerals, the gold industry, owing 
to the high price of gold, is doing well ; 
the exports for the first five months of .the 
year amounted to 9,175 ounces as com
pared with 7,104 ounce<; for 1932. The 
position in respect of diamonds is not 
so satisfactory, the figures for the same 
periods being 21,765 carats and 21,342 
carats respectively, while values had fallen 
from 20 to 25 dollars per carat in April, 
1932, to 16 to 18 dollars per carat in 
April of this year. 

As regards Bauxite a.nd Balata, I regret 
to sta.te tlnLt the position of these indus
tries is such a,s to cause anxiety and· 
seriously to affect the revenue anticipated 
from these sources. 

Every effort is being made to encourage 
capit:tl to come into the counti-y b� 
11dvertiscment, publication of articles and 
information regarding the Colony, propa
ganda in respect of the go_l<l industry, a,ud, 
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above all, by opening up a.nd development 
of the interior. A Committee is now sit
ting to advise as to further steps to be 
taken to populat·ise the attractions of the 
Colony, and to induce more tout·ists to 
visit Kaieteur, while the possibilities of 
an Air Service to the Fall are being con
sidered. 

Honourable Members are aware of the 
special measures now being taken by Gov
ernment to encoura.ge me11 to go to the 
gold-fields. Any one of these men should 
be able to make a living and may possibly 
assist in discovery which must be the 
main som·ce of attraction for out�ide 
capital. 

There are indications in certain quarters 
that more interest is being taken in out· 
minet·als and it should be urged upon all 
enquirers that they should take the first 
opportunity to visit the ·colony and its 
interior. 

While our main sources of 1·evenue are 
being maintained and while the value of 
our secu1·ities has appreciated, whichwill 
enable the transfer to be made to revenue 
of about $105,000 represeating the appre
ciation in the value of securities held in 
the Currency Note Guarantee Fund as 
approved in the Ordinance passed in Coun
cil last meeting, which will I hope enable 
this Colony to avoid dra.wing on the loan
in-aid in respect of 1933, the prospects 
for. the future must still cause anxiety and 
do not warrant at pre1:1ent anticipations of 
a.ny ma.teria.l change in conditions which
will ona.ble us to meP.t our liabilities with
out assistance.

It must be recognised that we luwe only 
been as successful as we have been in 
t·erlucing our independence on loan-in-air! 
hy so brge m1 a1110unt as I h,we already 
indiciLted by re:ilising funds which were 
,ilmost the last free resources possessed by 
the Colony-I trust th,Lt it may not be 
necessary to ask for the realisation of any 
further funds set >Lpart for specific pur
po&es-and by transfers and unexpected 
windfalls. 

These, of course, did not cover the 
whole of the deficiency but are items • 
which should be left out of the picture 
in considering the future. We have to 
fo,ce the genet·al economic position· as 
every other country in the world. vVe 

have come through in many respects 
better than many of. our neighbours and 
far better than some parts of the wodd, 
but it is clear that in these days when 
every article of production is experienc
ing economic depression and when the 
markets of the world are being continu
ally upset that it is vain to bank on the 
continuance of high or even avernge 
pdces. We have to face our liabilities. 

I hrwe already refened to the position 
of the rice industry. I paid a visit to. 
Essequebo at the end of last month. This 
pot·tion of the Colony, as you are aware, 
depends so la1.·gely on the rice industry 
that any fall in the price of pa.di which 
only gives partial employment necessarily 
results in the cry fot· more outlets 
for employment. I found that the condi
tion of a,ffai1·s while serious was likely to: 
become much more serious owing to the 
danger of the rice cultivation being 
neglected altogether with the hope that 
something could be immediately found to 
take its place. The most urgent step 
was, in my opinion, to secure that the 
oultiva,tion season was not lost and the 
rice-fields were not abandoned, and to 
encourage the people to remain on their 
lauds a.ad to appreciate the fact that if they 
cannot live by rice alone they can at least 
secure from rice a means, if not the sole 
means, of living. There is no cultivation 
at the present time which has not gone. 
through a crisis during the la.st three or 
four years and I have no reason to believe 
tlmt a rice crisis ib more likely to destroy 
the rice industry than was the suga1· Cl'isis 
of three yeat·s ago to result in the closing 
down of all sug,u· factories. It is, how
ever, undoubtedly the c11se thiLt assistance 
is needed. 

While Government is sympathetic to 
the desire that sugar should remain an 
industry on the CoaHL its obvious concern 
is that the industry should be in a position 
to can·v on successfullv afford further 
employ�ent and encour�ge the planting 
up of mot·e cane and justify Government 
assistance to these ends. 

When the natural wealth of this district 
is realised with its plentiful labour and 
water supplies it would seem that private 
enterpi·ise miiy well be encouraged to 
maintain and develop the sugat· industry 
in this part of the Colony. Any such 
enterprise or investment will undoubtedly 
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require to be satisfied on financial and 
economic considerntions which must also 
weigh with the Government, which ordi
narily does not participate in commercial 
ventures but on administrative and general 
economic grounds may be well advised to 
assist in any developments, but with the 
proviso that as in the case of· other 
investors Government must be fully satis
fied of the technical and financial soundness 
of any proposition made to it both to meet 
the immediate needs m1d the future welfare 
of the district. The immediate necessity 
is to assist the cultivation in hand and to 
enable as full a crop as possible to be 
secured. Steps are now being taken to put 
forward proposals in the form of agricul
tural loans to increase employment on 
existing cultivations and to emLble advan
ces to be given to the growers to allow 
such cultivations to be carried on. 

Unemployment relief has been afforded 
lar·gely hitherto ·in the country districts 
in opening up areas for future development. 
There would be little difficulty to-day in 
secul'ing immigrants to take up some of 
these lands, but it is obvious that the 
people of the Colony should have the first 
chance of doing so. 

It is evident too that fully to relieve 
unemployment it is essential to offer out
side openings to those in Georgetown who 
ciLnnot find employment there. One of the 
best methods is to open up areas for Mar• 
ket gru·dening and other cultivation in the 
neighbourhood which will keep those set
tled in these areas on the land while at the 
same time affording them the opportunity 
of finding employment when any large pub
lic or Municipal works are undertaken. It 
is inadvisable to move such a population 
too for from a road once it has become 
accustomed to town life, but it has to be 
realised that homes can be found and made 
outside Georgetown and amidst country 
and agricultural surroundings which will 
a!ford opportunities for labour and the 
means of livelihood. The proposed scheme 
for the extension · of the Demernrn Con
servancy will assist in the opening up of 
lands on the East B,mk. The cultivations 
in Lodge Village have increased and can 
be further extended. The canning indus
trv for women which it is hoped that tl1e 
C,�rnegie Trade Centre will go for to estab • 
lish will require a const11nt supply of vege
tables. which can well be grown outside 

Georgetown. The establishment of the 
Demernra Meat Factory and the· opportuni
ties given by the development of an export 
trade in cattle-for slaughter or chilled or 
frozen-should 11fford markets for local 
cattle which can be run to advantage on 
many of these lands, while there is a con
stant demand for milk which is brought 
into the town •from the surrounding vil
lages. These are measures which need 
Government assistance and Unemployment 
Relief can, I consider, best be given by 
enabling cultivators to extend their culti .. 
vations as well as in affor·ding them subsi
diary employment. There is no reason why 
the est,1blishment of these small farms 
should not be worked in conjunction with 
the employment of men in the gold and 
diamond fields, for, as has been the case in 
respect of the villages on the E,1st Coaist, 
the men have gone to the fiekls and earned 
good money there while their homesteads 
have been kept going by the efforts of their 
wives and families. 

Government is now endeavouring t� set 
aside areas for this purpose-there are 
lands available on the Canals Polder and 
in other areas. It should be re�ognised 
that in the relief of unemployment as in 
every other branch of development it 
cannot be left to Government alone to find 
a way. The co-operation and assistance 
of the estates, of the firms, of private pro
pt:ietors and of all· employers are essential. 

In respect of the estates, particularly 
those in the neighbourhood of George
town, assistance can be given in recruiting 
from the town men fot· the empoldering of 
land or in setting aside areas for cane. 
farming, a scheme which Government 
might assist by the erection of small 
houses on the land on which cane-farmers 
could settle. These proposals will be 
further examined. 

It must, however, be recognised by 
,�11 classes seeking employment that the 
development of the country must be asso
ciated with the expansion of its agricul
tui·al and minera,I resources, which in both 
crises neceRsit;,te work being undertaken 
oiitsirle Georgetown. 

· ' The· number of men employed in the
fields at the present time is still very far
below the figures of the p,1,st while condi
tions are infinitely better. Money can be
just as easily made, the risks of transport
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by water can be avoided by the use of 
the road, the cost of living is, I under
stand, very much less than it was ten 
yeai·s ago, and the health conditions gener
ally are now imprnved a,nd better under
stood. 

While one of the principal remedies for 
congestion and unemployment in George
town is to find work outside for a con
sidernble portion of its inhabitants, 
Government is not unmindful of the 
necessity for dealing with overcrowded 
and congested areas and I propose to 
appoint with the co-operation of the 
Municipal Council a Joint Committee of 
Government, Municipal and Unofficial 
representatives to considei· and advise in 
regard to steps to be taken' to improve 
housing conditions generally and with 
particulai· reference to tenements and 
yards. It will be open to the Committee 
a,Jso to recommend what steps should be 
taken and in what direction to secure 
h1rger areas of land for allotments for 
cultivation within a reasonable distance 
of the heart of the town and yet to satisfy 
the Health and Sanita,tion Departments 
in respect of the prevention of breeding 
areas for mosquitoes, etc. 

In spite of the influenza epidemic, which 
while resulting in comparatively few fatal 
cases undoubtedly did much to impair the 
standard of health of the estate popula
tion in several districts, there is evidence 
to show that the health of the Colony is 
steadily improving and coµ1pares favour
ably with that obtaining in other tropi
c1.1.l and sub-tropical countries similarly 
tiituated. 

This Colony is particularly fortunate in 
its comparative freedom· from many of the 
fevers common to European countries, 
such, for example, as Rheumatic Fever with 
its severe effects on the heart which is 
practically absent, whilst the death-rate of 
our chief disease-Malaria Fever-has 

• declined from an annual average of 3. 7 for
the past five years to 3.3 per 1,000 of the
population in 1932.

If the sanitary state of a community is 
judged by its Enteric Fever, the reduction 
from an average of 73 deaths annually ove1· 
the past ten years to only 46 deaths in 
1932 may be considei'ed distinctly satisfac
tory, whilst Intestinal Diseases generally 
have similar:ly declined-from an average 

death-rate for the last five years of 1.9 per 
1,000 of the population to 1.4 in 1932. 

The highest recorded number of births 
for the Colony, viz., 10,825-an increase 
in population of over 4,000 by births over 
deaths in 1932-coupled with a main
tenance of the lowest recorded infantile 
mortality of 139 per 1,000 births and the 
lowest recorded death-rate· of 21.1 per 
1,000 of the population is evidence that 
the health and sanitation of British 
Guiana is improving and that real advances 
in Preve_ntive Medicine are being made.

The erection of the new Seamen's Ward, 
the improvements to be undertaken to the 
Menta,l and other Hospitals will effect 
much needed improvements. The new 
Public Health Ordinance, which only now 
awaits the anival of the new Surgeon
General, will it is believed do much to 
improve conditions in the country areas, 
which are also being largely benefited by 
the extension and re-conditioning of the 
artesian wells. 

Progress is being made in many direc
tions in Education. 

It has been found possible to make a 
start with class examinations in the 
Primary Schools, which it is hoped it may 
be possible to make univeI"Sal by outside 
examinations, but the staff of the Depart 
ment does not at present so permit. 

The withdrawal of the so-called Swet
tenham Circular has given the East Indian 
community a fu1·ther opportunity of mani
festing their desire to raise the standa1·d 
of education, especially amongst East 
India,n girk The Education Depm·tment 
is arranging for meetings to be held to 
discuss such steps and to give practical 
effect to this expression of policy which 
has the strong support of the community. 
Industrial classes are being increased and 
apprentices are now working as such and 
on works in charge of the Public Works 
Department. 

A class has been started for motor 
mechanics and it is hoped to extend the 
number and subjects of further night 
classes. 

It is proposed to establish a W orkiug 
Men's Club in connection with the indus
trial classes. It is hoped too to encourage 
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the holding of lectures and classes by our 
learned societies and in our schools. 

I am glad to state that the Carnegie 
Corporation has generously offered to sub
scribe $7,000 to the reconstruction of the 
library a.nd I hope to put forward a scheme 
combining the Camt-gie Library tmd the 
Museum under one roof. 

In considering the financial outlook it is 
necessn,ry to tn,ke ,111 these prnblem;; i11�0 
account and to remember tlrnt in dealing 
with them and the extension of activities 
and developments in so many directions it 
is essential that there should be the 
i·equisite st,dI to cope with the situ<1tion 
and' provide the e»sential supervi»iou mld 
control. It lms been founrl tli,1t admiuis
tration h,Ls suffered in eert<1in directiom;,. 
Hotably in respect of the Administra,tion of 
Justice, an_d I luwe felt compelled to 
recommend to thr· Secret;1ry of State tlrn,t 
another Senior Police l\fa!!istrate >:ihould 
be o.ppointcd. 

0 

The administration of the PriRons has 
also caused anxiety and, as I informed 
Council last session, it was necessary to 
appoint the Inspector-General and Deputy 
Inspectol'-General to report on the con
ditions in the Prison. Fl'Om their re
port it was clear that it is essential 
to secure the services of a Superin
tendent of Prison» with experience of 
prison wo1·k and skilled in the industrial 
side of such work, wbo could be usefully 
eu.1ployed not only in ,1s:;isting in the di;;
ci pline of the Prison but also in prnviding 
useful industrial work for the prisoners iu 
the Gaol, so reducing the numbcn· of work
ing parties in the town with ::i.dvantage to 
thfl prisoner» themselves when they are 
di»clmrged with the training to e1lfLhle 
them t,o ca,rn their living in a trade. The 
i:\ecret,u·y of State has approved the 
appoiutment of :;uch an otlicer and it i» 
suggested that a salary of £-i50-£550 by 
increments of £25 be provided for the post, 
if a suitable man can be found at this 
salary. 

l have also addressed the Secretary of 
· State with regard to the appointment of
two additional Masters for Queen's College
to be appoi1�ted from January 1st next, to
give ·effect to the recommendations that
the Intermediate Examination of the Uni•
versity of London now be taken for the
British Guiana Schofa,rship.

I hope shortly to announce the names 
of those who will serve as Governors of 
the College. These new services -will 
necessarily require additional provision. 
·wherever possible such increases will be
,1ccompanied by reduction in staff, but such
are not always possibie when Departments
have been cut down to the minima and
even to their loss in efficiency.

A Committee has reported on the grading 
am! salaries of the Clerica.l Sel.'vices-this 
repol't has been submitted to the Sec1·etary 
of State an<l will be laid before Legislative 
Council for considerntion. 

Since the la.st meeting of Council we 
have h>1cl tQ mourn the death of men who 
have leut distinction to this Council and 
whose work for the Colony will be loug 
remembered. Sir Alexa,nder Swettenham, 
Governor of B1·itish Guiana from 1901-
1 004, wo.s an ltble and zealous i1dmiuis
trntor, Mr. Philip N. Browne was an 
honoured and valuable Elected j\'Iember of 
the Council for 17 years. 

_ The Colony has to mourn the loss of its 
most eminent savant in Dr. Roth and 
medical men held in high esteem amongst 
the community in Dr. Rowland and Dr. 
Gomes. 

Mr. CRANE: May I ask ·,vhether 
Government will give an undertaking to 
afford the Council an opportunity during 
this ses�iou for a deb11te on the financial 
position of the Colony involved in the 
statement just read? 

'.I'm: PRESIDENT : An opportunity 
,vilt be given. 

ANNOUNCEMEN'fS. 

COAS'l'AL DRAINAGE SCHEMBS, 

Major CRAIG (Director of Public 
Works): I am the bearer of the following 
Message from His Excellency the 
Governor:-

MESSAGE No. -12 

Honourable Members of the Legislative Council, 
I have the honour to invite ·the attention 

of Honourable Members to the recommenda
tions containrd in the Reports of the Com
mittee apoointed in 1928 under the Chairman
ship of the Honourable .A, P. G. A�stin to 
enquire into the coastal drainage s'chemes of 
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the Colony (�essiona.l Papers Nos. 3 and '1 of 1929) and to inform the Council that arising 
out of these Reports the question of what relief 
should be &'iven in respect of coastal drainage 
was consiaered by Government. Under the 
Drainage and Irrigation (Costs Variation),• 
Ordinance, 1932 (No. 37 of 1!!32), the Governor 
in Council is authorised to reduce the tota.l cost 
of works in certaiIJ .:as,s under the Draina"'e 
aod Irngation Ordinance, Chapter 165, for tte 
purpose of affording relief in µroportiou to be 
paid by proprietors and local authorities. 

2. Schedule� !l,re annexed hereto indii::atiIJg
the sums to which it is proposed that the cost 
of the works in ea.ell area should be reduced 
(Schedule I.), and setting out special cases in 
regard to which decisions have yet to be taken 
as to the •amount of relief to be granted 
(Schedule 11.). The "total cost of works" is 
defined in section 2 of the Drainage and Irriga. 

tion Ordinance, Chapter 195, to mean all 
expenditure incurred in and incidental to the 
making of surveys and plans, the execution of 
works, and the p!!.yment of compensation in 
relation to a declared area, and the " propor
tionate cost" is defined to mean the proportion 
of the total cost of worl;;s which is to be repaid 
by tl�e proprietors and local authorities in each 
declared area. The proportionate cost payable 
by proprietvrs has been fixed at a figure equiva
lent to 60 per cent. of the reduced total cost 
indicated in 8checlule 1. 

3. With the concurrence of my Executive
Council I invite the Council to approve of 
reductions beiug made in the total cost of 
works as indicated in the First Schedule to this 
!dessage.

EDWARD DENHAM, 

14th March, 1933. 
Governor. 

DRArnAGE AND IRRIGATION (COSTS VARCATION) ORnCNANOE NO, 37 OF 1932, 
SCHEDUl,E 1. 

E 

1. 

ARl!A. 

:SSl!QUEBO COAST-• Jobanna Cecelia to Ann&nd11Je
:As·r COAST, DEME.fl,ARA-· Plaiaan�e ..• • .•. Triumph and Betel'Verwagting Buxton an:i �'rieudship ... Golden Orove-Nab1101is ... 

. Victoria Cove aod John::: ... 

Ann'• Grove to Unity and Lancaster 
\ST BANK, UEMERARA -Craig ... ... 

2. 

Total Cost. 

..• $ 43,942 20 

. .. 40,337 00 

... 76 855 64 
T 

75:303 lU 
122,000 73 

f ... 9S716 OL 

. . 1.4,7:!2 61 

3. 
, 4.

Reduced Total. Proportionate costpayable by. pro-Cost. prietors being 60% of reduced total cost. 
$ 3�,510 30 $ 18,306 18 

19,101 79 11,462 87 51,246 25 30,747 75 42,407 00 25,444 20" 
91,757 82 55,054 69 
31,802 00 19,081 20 
7,168 1,8 4,481 15 

DRAINAGE AND IRRIGATION (COSTS VARIATION) ORDINA�CE NO. 37 OF 1932, 
SCH1<;DULE 2. 

AREA. 
EAST COAST, BERBIOE AND CORENTYNEGibraltat-L·ourtlands La,,c�Rte, - \I aochester Ulverston-SAhon J..imlair-Kilfon•n 
WES'!' COAST, HERBICE-Bush Lot 

l . Tota���:��
I •.• $ 79,830 90 30 61>5 77 49:71118 52,193 01 

38,390 96 
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TmrnES CENTRE FOR WOMEN. 

Mr. CJ;tEASE (Director of Education): 
I am the bearer of the following Message 
from His Excellency the Governor :-

MES 8AG E No. 13. 

Honourable Members of the Legislative Council. 
I have the honour to inform the Council 

that an advance of $14,40ll (£:'l,000) has now 
been received frum the Uamegie Corporation 
as the first instalment of the grant of $48,000 
(£10,000) voted by the Corporation for the 
furtherance of educational development and in 
particular for the training of women and girls 
in inc!.ustrial work in this Colony, of which 1 
informed ('.ouncil in my speech on the 12th of 
April, 1'32. 

2. Before any advance in respect of the grant
could be obtained, it was necessary to prepare 
a scheme with full details of expenditure for 
the approval of the Executive Committee 01' the 
Corporation. Afte: careful consideration, it was 
agreed that the money could most beneficially 
be spent on the vocational training of young 
womei,, &nd girls, tl1e need for which has been 
long felt in this Colony. A Special Committee 
was entrusted with the investigation of this 
pl'Ob1em and, as a result of their recommenda
tions, Government has decided, with the 
approv11,l of the Secretary of Staie and the 
Carnegie Corporation, with whom I fully 
discussed the proposals on my viRit to America 
last year, on the establishment of a Trades 
Centre for Women and Girls. 'fhe scheme will 
uece�sitatc the erection of a suitable builo,iug 
and the provision of the necessary staff and 
equipment, the initial and maintenance costs 
of which will be spread over a p riod of f0ur 
years. 

3. The site selected is in Georgetown on a
plot of land situated to the north of St. 
Philip's Church, which has been decided upon 
with the approval of the Chur�h authorities 
who have given every assistance in this m,i1ter. 
'l'he work of erection commenced on the 6th 
of February last, an,l it is anticipated thal the 
lmilding ,vill be 1·eady for occupa);ion towards 
the end of Septembe this year. 

6. The deta.ils of expenditure from the grant
will be included in a �upplementary �stimate 
for this year. Assistance towards the cost of 
the building is being met from D nemployment 
Relief Funds, which will enable the balar.c� of 
th'e grant to cover the full cost of stalling, 
equipment. material and working over a period 
of four y<>ars. 

7. It is hoped that as the work progresses
funds will be accumulated sufficiently to pro
vide for the continued opera.tion of the Centre 
after the grant has been exhausted. It will be, 
however: recalled that the Carnegie Uorpora
tion has undertaken to consider the qnestion of· 
making a further grant of a similar sum 
(848,000) if the present project proves success
ful. Government has every reason to hope 
that this will be the case. and trusts" that the 
steps taken to provide for the vocational 
training ,,f youu� women and girls. so that 
they may eventually become useful and self
supporti1,g members of the community, will 
meet with a full measure of success. 

EDWARD DENHAM, 
Governor. 

21st May, 1(133. 

PAPE RS LAID. 
The following documents were laid on 

the table:-
Report on the Balata Industry in B. itish 

• Guiana with special reference to the RupunUJ1i
District by Mr. '1'. A. W. Davis, Asst. Conser
vator of Jforests. 

Comolidated half-yearly return of immi
grants on plantat�ons and in public institu
tions for the half-yPar ended illst December,
1932. 

Report of the Government Analyst for the 
year 19:,-�. . . . Timbers of British Gmana-berng notes on
four Colony timbers recently tested at the !<'orest 
Products Research Laboratory, Princes Ris-
borough. 

Reports under the Food and Drucrs Ordin
ance for the half.yea.r ended 31st December, 
1932. 

Report and Statement of Expenditure of the 
Georgetown Public Free Library for the year 
1931::. 

Report on the Transport and Harbours 
Depart ment for the year 1932 (The Colonial 
Secrela-ry)-

.1:teport of the Trustees, Berbice Lutheran 
Fund. for the year 1932 (Ll.ttorney-Genercil).

]Mtv.third Annual Report of the Comptroller 
of Customs relating tu the Customs .l:l.evenue, 
'l'rade and Shipping of the Colony for the year 
HJ32 (Ltfr. D'.Andrmle). 

Annual .Report of the Medical Superinten· 
dent of the Mental Hospital for the year 1932. 

4. With regard to staff, it is considered
essential that, in order to ensui-e as far as 
possible the success of the undertaken, a fully 
trained aml. qnalilied Principal should be 
appointed to be in charge of the Centre. The 
::Secretary of i::itatc has, with the assistance uf 
the Board of Education, been able to secure 
the services of Miss ti. LL Briant :for this po8t. 
Miss Briant has now anived and is canying 
on the work of supervisor ol the classes which 
have hitherto been conducted by the Working 
Women's Guild. i::ilw will also employ her 
time until ihe Uentre is ready for occupation 
in visiting institutions in the Colony in w,,ich 
industrial work is being done and in stuoying 
local requirements and industries. 

5. The supervisi011, organisation and control
of the Centre will be under the Education 
Department with the assistance of a �p�cial 
\Jornmittee composed of members of the Work
ing Women's Guild, a C-'.lmmittee wh,ch has 
been of great assistance in providing work for 
girls in Georgetown during the past two years, 

H,epo1t ot the Chairmar,, Poor Law C0mmis
sioners, on the Alms House and Out-door Poor 
for the year 193� (Dr. De Freitcis).

Report of a Commission appointed to con-
sider problems of ::lecondary and Primary
Education in Trinidad, Barbados, Leeward 
Islands and Windward Islands, 1931-32 (Mr, 
Grecisc), 
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RE-port of the Colonial Treasurer for the year19:J2 (llfr. McDavid). Report of the Uffi.cial Receiver for the year19:12 (Mr. King). 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES. 

lN'l'RODUCTION OF BILLS. 

Notice was given that at the next or a 
subsequent meeting of the Council leave 
would be asked to introduce and have read 
a first time the following Bills :-

A Bill to· validate certain acts ar,d oroceedings of the Georgetown Sewerage and WaterUommissioners. 
A Hill to provide for the collection of acreagetaxes (The Coloni"l Seci·etm·y.) A Bill furtber to amend the Summary Jurisdiction (Offences) Ordinance, Chapter 13, withrespect to the keeping of animals. A Bill to carry out certain Conventions rela.t.ing to the employment of women, young personsand children. 

ABEA. 

ESSEQUEBO COAST-Jobann:. Cecelia to Annandale
EAST COAST, DEMERARA.-Plai�anoe ... • Triumph and BetHverwagtingBuxton and Friendship ... Golden Grove-N11b11oli•} Victoria ... (Jove and John Ann'• Urove to Unity and Lancaster
EAST BANK. DEMERARA-Craig . .. ... 

R,��ADING OF BILLS. 

... 

... 

... 

. ..

... 

... 

.. . 

$

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 
T, :Millard) gave notice that at a later stage 
he would move that Standing Order No. 11 
(1) be suspended to enable the Bills of
which notice had been given to be read
the first time.

UNOFFICIAL NOTICE. 

SALE AND ExPOR'l' OF RICE. 

Mr. CRANE gave notice of the follow
ing motion :-

That this Council is of opinion that beforethe passing of any further legislation toregll la.te the sale a,nd export of rice from the

A Bill to a.mend the Clubs Registration01dinance, Chapter 269, with respect to theregistration of Clubs ( The Attoniey-General). A Bill to make provision for the regulationand control of rice factories and the manufacture of rice (ProfessQr Dash). A Bill to a.mend the Customs Duties Ordinance, Chapter 34, with respect to the duty onprecious stones exported from the Colony1J11r. JJ'Andrnde'. A Bill further to amend the Tax Ordinance.Chapter 37, with· respect to the licences ofInsurance Companies and the duties to be pa.idthereon (11,fr. 1JJcV,ivid). 

COASTAL DRAINAGE SCHEMES. 

Major CRAIG ga,ve notice of the follow
ing motion :-

THAT, with reference t9 Governor's MessageNo. 12 of the 14th of March, 11133, this Councilapproves of t.he total costs of the following areas declared undar section nine of the Drain.age and Irrigation Ordinance, Chapter lo5,being reduced to the extent indicated in eachcase:-
Reduced total Proportior.ate coat Total cost. payable by pro-cost. prietors being 6()% ofreduced total co•t. 

43,942 30 $ 30,510 30 $ 18,306 18 

40,337 00 19,104 79 11,462 87 
76,SM 64 51,246 25 30,747 75 
75,303 10 •12,407 00 25,444 20 

12'2,055 73 91,757 82 55,054 69 

98,71G 01 31,802 00 19,081 20 

H,i22 61 7 468 5S 4,481 15 

Colony or otherwise the Conditions under which rice is produced in the Colony, the prices paidto rice-growers by midilemen aud the systemof obtaining rice for expol't should be investi.gated by an impartial Commission with powerto take evidence frnm all interested parties andreport to His Excellency the Governor and this:..Joul).cil accordingly and respectfully requestsHis Excellency tne Governor to appoint such aCommission under the Commissions of .EnquiryOrdinante, 1933, for that purpose. 
And this Council is further of opinion thatthe only system of <>xport capable of affordingthe rice-grower rea9onable and adequate payment for his crops and for securing competitivemarket prices for rice exported from the Colonyis that of a .Rice Pool on the basis of a singlecentral selling and exporting agency on behalf

of all rice producers having- stocks for exportand this Council accordingly respectfullyrequests His Excellency the Governor to referto an appropriate Committee the working out of a. scheme for the operation of such a pool. 
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ORDER OF THE DAY. 

TELEGRAPH 0PERA'rORS. 

Mr. CRANE, on behalf of Mr. 
FREDERICKS, asked the following 
questions :-

l. How many y0tmg men are e1nployeu as
telegraph operators in the Telegraph Service? 

i. Where are they stat10ned?
3. What is the su.lar_y paid to each of them?
4. ls there any grnde of pr,,motion imme·

diately above op ratoi·s to which they cun be 
·promoted?

5. What is the qualification for such pro
niotiou?

6. What is the relation of the Mechanician·s
Shop to the Telegraph Department P

7. ls Lhere a scheme that proposes to pla e
telegraph operators in the Mechanician's Shop?

S. --(a) What is the Mechanician's Shop.
(b) Who is in charge of it?
(c) What is its daily routine ot iustrue·

tions?
9. When dicl this scheme come into opera·

tion·P 
10. ls such a transfer punishment or pro-

motion P 
11. If promotion what is the increa e in

salary P 
12. · 1s it true that telegraph messages are

sometimes despatched half an h_our or longer 
after they are handed ll1 ? 

13. Has any change takcu place in the
manner of transmitti11g messages wh•ch _occa. 
sions these delays ? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY l'eplied 
as follows :-

1. At present there are 13 operators in the
Telegraph Service, but the actual number 
employed on telegraph duties is six, tins figure 
being exclusive of l:'ostmaster, &c., in charge 
of District Offices, whose normai ciuties include 
the operation of the te.legraph. 'l'he reduced 
number of o�erators employed in the Telegraph 
Service is the 1·esult of an effort to effect 
economy, which has been accomplished bv the 
installation at the Ventral Telegraph Office of 
a system which is the invention of thP Senior 
Telcpho, c Inspector. This inv,ution has not 
only redi::ced the operating staff by 4 opcratofo 
in 1!)32, and (now under trial) a further 7 this 
year, but has effected general economies 
throughout the Teleg1:aph Serv!ce and redu_ced 
error risks and the time required to transmit 
messages from one telegraph circuit to another 
by more than half. 

�- At present three operators are employed 
at the Central Telegraph 1 )Hice, one at the 
General Post l,)ffice, one at Suddie Post Office, 
and one at New Amsterdam Post Office. 

3. Un telegrdph duties, three at $360 per
annum, two at $420 per annum and one �t 
$<108 per annum. In the Mcch&nician's Shop, 
three at $360 per annum. 

4. Yes, as Travelling Sorters when -vacan·
cies occur in that grade. 

5. The general knowledge of postal duties
already acquired by operators, and good 
conduct and pel"formauce of duties. When an 

officer has attained the required standard and 
qualified as a First Class Telegraph Operator he 
is eligible without any further qualification 
for promotion to the post of a Travelling 
Sorter. 

6. The Mechanicia.n's Shop is associated
with the Telegraph Service in that all telegraph 
apparatus is repaired, assembled and tested 
there prior to being passed out for use in the 
'l'elegraph Service. 

7. Yes. Recently three operators who have
been temporarily releas11d from telegraphic 
duties as a result of the developments referred 
to in the answer to question 1 are being tem
porarily employed in the Mechariician'11 Shop 
and elsewhere as occasion arises until they can 
be absorbed. In the Mechanician's Shop they 
have the opportunity to become acquainted 
with the repair and adjustment of telegraph 
and telephone apparatus, the knowledge so 
gained being essential when eventually they 
are promoted to be Postmasters in charge of 
District Telegraph Offices. 

8.-(a) A. section of the Post Olfic� Engineer
ing Branch, where, in addition to performing 
normal work such as repairs, etc., Ill embers of 
the Telegraph and Telephune :Services receive 
the opportunity to become technically and 
practically acquainted with all kinds of tele
phone and telegr .. ph apparatus used in this 
Colony. The experience which can be acquired 
is valuablo to those who choose to make use 
of it. 

(b) A Mechanician-in-Charge under the
supervision of the Post Oltice Uhief Engineer. 

/c) Employees are allotted work in accordance 
with their abilities and the requirements of the 
Service. 

9. As regards the Telegraph ,Opera.tors, the
·scheme commenced on 18t March, 1933. The
scheme so far applies to three operators only.
Other employment has been found for the other
redundant operators in associated services (one
at Bartic:i. on postal duties and one to the
Wireless SecLivn: two vacancie; have not been
filled).

10. Neither. The scheme is au experiment
and an effort to retain in useful employment
the services of three possibly redundant opera
tors until such time as vacancies occur in the
operating st,dt Previous operators have not
had the opl)ortunity now otft"red to these opera
tors to acquire previous p1 actical information
about the apparatus and equipment normally
to be handled by them iL their opera.ting duti, s,

11. See answer to question 10.
l:l. The possibility is very remote and could

only occur if the telegraph line or office was 
engaged for such a period with telegraphic 
1ratlic having priority. 

13. A change has taken place in the method of
transmitting telegrams in that all "through " 
traffic at the Central Telegrnph Otfice is now 
electrically repeated u, other circuits by the 
agency of the invention . mentiorn;d in the 
answer to question 1, thus eliminating the 
necessity 01 maiutaining a large staff of 
operators at the CenLral Telegraph Office. It 
cannot be said of this change that any delay is 
occ.sioned. lu fact the invention enables 
'· through " messages to be sent in iess than half 
the time previously required. This claim ,.iJl 
be clear when it is pointed out that previous 
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to the installation of this invention a mes· 
sage from, say, New Amsterdam to Suddie 
required the services of four operators, one at 
New Amsterdam, two at Central Telegraph 
Office and one at 8uddie, aud took ten minutes 
to receive and re-transmit, whereas now 
in less than five minutes the same message 
may be sent direct from New Amsterdam 
to Suddie without the intervention of two 
operators at the Central Telegraph Ollice and 
without the resultant loss of time and risks of 
error previously existing in reception and re· 
transmission at the Central 'l'elegraph Oflfoe. 

MENTAL liOSPI'fAL EMPLOYEES. 

iVfr, CRANE, on behalf of Mr. 
ELEAZAR, asked the following ques
tions:-

l. How many _j:Jersons have been dismissed
from the Mental Hospital from the year 1929 to 
-the present time?

2. What is the length of service of each?
For what offence was each di�missed?

3. What was the sal•ry received by each of
these persons at the date of his or her dis
n>issal i'

Dr. DE FREITAS (Surgeon-General)
replied as follows :-

I. One employee has been dis.JJissed an I
nineteen have been discharged.

2. The employee who was dismissed had 5
years and !-I months service and we.� dismissed
for·stealing Government property. The periods
of service of the nineteen employees who were
discharged and the circumstances which ca.used
their discharge are as follows :-

LENGTH QF CAUSE OF 
SERVICE. DISCHARGE. 

3 yea.rs, 3 months ... Misconduct. 
1 year, 2½ mc,nths do. 
l year, I½ months do. 

35 years, JU months do. 
l year, 6 months do. 
2 years, 2� months do. 
2½ months · . do. 
3 months do. 
4½ months do. 
1 year ... l'hysical incapacity. 

19 year� ... Misconduct. 
14 years, 4 months ... Physical incapacity 
25 years, 9 months do. 
25 yea.rs, 9 months do. 
5 years, 1 month ... Misconduct. 
1 year, 7 months ... Physical incapacity. 
6 years. 9 months .. . do. 

25 years, 1 month ... Misconduct. 
17 years, 10 months do. 
8. The salary received by the employee who

was dismissed was $25 per month. 'l'he salaries 
of the nineteen employees who were discharged 
are as follows :-

8 at $12 00 per month. 
1 at 13 00 
1 at 15 00 
lat 17 00 
2 a.t 18 00 
2 at 22 00 

,,

"

3 at 27 00 · ,, 
lat 30 00 

19 

R EADING OF BILLS.

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
move that Standing Order No. 11 (1) be 
suspended to enable the Bills of which 
notice has been given to be read the first 
time. 

.M.R, SM:ELLIE seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to . 

On motion duly made and seconded the 
following Bills were read a first time :-'-

A Bill to validtt.te certain acts and proceed
ings of the Georgetown Sewerage and Water 
Commissioners. 

A' Bill to provide for the collection of acreage 
taxes (The Cololl/ictl Scc,:eta,•y). • 

A l3ill 'further to amend the Summary 
Jr, risdiction (Offences' Ordinance, Chapter 13, 
with respect to the k, epin� of animals. 

A Bill to carry out certain Uonventions·relat· 
ing to the �mployment of women, young 

· persons and children.
A Bill to a.mend the Clubs Registration

Ordinance, Chapter 2M9, with respect to the
registration of Clubs 11'he Atto1·ney-General).

A Bill to make provision for the regulation 
an<l <·ontrol of rice factories and the manu
facture of rice (Professo1· Dash). 

Notice was given that at the next or a 
subsequent meeting of the Council it would 
be moved that the Bill be read the second 
time. 

CLUBS REGISTRA'l'ION BILL, 

TnE ATTORNEY-GENERAL gave 
notice that at the Committee stage of the 
Clubs Registration Ordinance he would 
move the following amendments :-

5. Sec1 ion seven of the Principal Ordinance
is ameaded-

(a) by renumbering the section as "7 (l)!'
(bl by substituting the following for para.

graph (1)-
(i) that the club ocr.upies premises in

respect of which, within twelve
months next µreceding the formation
of the ch1b, a licence for a sµirit shop
has been forfeited or t-he renewal
of a certificate for " licence for a
hotel or a spirit shop has been
refused under the lntoxicatini;
Liquor Licensing Ordinance, or in
respect of which an order has betin
marle that they shall not be used for
the purposes of any clnb,

(c) by the addition of the following as sub·
section (2) :-

(2) for the purpose of -determining
whether a club is conducted in good
fait!J as a club the court shall have
regard· to the nature of the premises
occupied by the club.

The Council adjourned until the follow
ing day at 11 o'clock. 




