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LEGISLA'rIV.E COUNCIL. 

T1tesday, 16th July, 1940. 

The Council met at 11 a.m., His 
Excellency the Govemor, Sm WILFRID 
JACKSON, K.C.:M.G., P1e•ident, in the 
Chait·. 

PRESENT. 

'fhe Hon. the Colonial Secreta1·y, 
�lr. G. D. Owen, C.M.G. 

The Ilun. the Ahtornc,-General, Mr. 
E. 0. Prethe1·0E', 1\1.C.

• 

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E. (Nominated
U nollicial Member). 

The Hon. E. A Luckhoo, 0.B.E. (East
ern Berbice). 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford., K.C. (New 
Amsterdam). 

1'he Hon. E. I•'. Mc David, M.B.E., 
Colonial Treasurer, 

The Hon. M. B. G. Aust,in, O.B.E., 
(Nominated Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. -
W

, A. D'Andrade, Comp
troller of Customs. 

The Hon. N. M. Maclennnn, Director of 
Medical Services. 

The Hon. �1. B. Laing, O.B.E., Com
rui,isioner of Labour and Local Govern
ment. 

'rhe Hon. G. 0, Cas<', Dil'ector of Pub
lic Works and Sen. Defences. 

The lion. L. G. Crease, Director of 
Education. 

The lion. B. R. "-uod, Conservator of 
Forests. 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E. 
(Georgetown Centrnl). 

The Hon. J. Elenzat· (Berbice River). 

The Hon. ,J. Gonsalves, 0.13.E (George
town Houth). 

The Ilon. J. I. De Aguiar (Central 
Dememrn). 

The Hon. J uug Be.lmdur Singh ( Dem
erara-Essequebo ), 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Weatero 
Berbice). 

The Eon. C.R. Jacob (North Westem 
District). 

The Hou . .A. G. King (Demerara Rive .. ),

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. C. V. Wight (Western Esse
quebo). 

WAIVER OF IMPERIAL AID. 

The meet,ing was summoned for the con
sideration of the following motion sub
mitted by Mr. De Aguiar:-

WHEREAS it is the earnest desire of the in
habitants of the Colony and of this Council to 
assist, as far as lies in their power, in the suc
cessful prosecution of the war in which ihe 
Empire is engaged by relieving His Majesty's
Government of the burden of rendering finan
cial assistance to the Colony during the period 
of the said war: 

Be it Resolved,-That His Excellency the 
Governor be and is hereby respectfully requested
to convey to His Majesty's Principal Secretary 
of State for the Colonies the profound and 
loyal support of the inhabitants of the Colony 
to His Majesty's Government in the national 
emergency and to inform him that the Colony 
hereby waives any claim tQ reimbursement by 
His Majesty's Exchequer of  the sum of  1250,000 
authorised as a grant to cover expenditure on 
special works this year and any further con
tributions to or payment from the Colonial 
Develc•pment Fund towards the cost of works 
now in progress: 

Anrl be itfurtlter Resolved,-That this Coun
cil further plodges itself to provide the neces
sary funds for the maintenance and continu
ance of all services relating· to the Govern
ment of the Colony during the war to the 
utmost limit of our available resources. 

PH.E8IDlt��'.l"S ADDRESS. 

Trrn PRESIDENT: Hon. Members of 
Council-This is a special meeting, called 
at the request of hon. l\lembers of Council 
in order that they may give voice to their 
desil'e, which I know is also the desire of 
the p<'ople of the Colony as a whole, to 
reafllnn thcit· purpose to give to Great 
Britain and to their fellow citizens through
out the Empit·e the fullest support in their 
power in the prosecution of the war. The 
events of the last few weeks have left us in 
no doubt that what is asked for from all of 
us is the very utmost of which we are 
capable. I do not want to delay considera
tion of the ma.tte1· before the Council, but 
"'ith the leave of the Oouneil I ,vo\lld like 
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to say a few wo1•ds by way of pro! ude, in 
order to remove one possible source of 
misunderstanding. 

I spoke some weeks ago in a broadcast 
speech of what seemed to me to be the 
practical wityfl to which the war effort of 
the Colony might be directed, having 
regard to out· situation and resout·ces and 
to the needs which we could best help to 
fulfill. I said then that our effort might be 
divided into two main divisions : what we 
could do in the w11y of supplying essential 
commodities and ,vhat we could do without, 
both equally important am! inclee<l Yital. l 
think it is true to sn.v thn.t the first and 
greiitest contribution" we can make is to 
undertake 1,o rn:iintain fo1· as long as we 
can our own internal economy and to forego 
all the extraneous nssistancP which under 
other circumstances we had been en
couraged to hope we might receive : in 
other words to assure the Government of 
Great Britain that for as long ns we can 
we shall bP rL source of assisbmce ancl sup
port in tho maintenance of essential 
-iupplies and not a burden or a foihility. 

Now that is the purpose of tho motion 
'Jefore the Council ; it is a declaration that 
for so long as we can we shall maintain our 
own internal Pconomv without extraneous 
assist ancP, and I lay particular streis on 
these wor<ls because there seem to be some. 
who think that by t'enouncing outside assis
tance Wl' mc,Ln the cessation of works of 
maintenance or deyelopmcnt work of a 
pt·otluctn·t> chat·acter. That is not the case 
[ should not regard that as m iintaining 
om· ow11 interim! econom,T. A careful sur
vev of our Hnancittl an(l e·conomic resources 
ju;t;ifies thP belie£ that fu1· t\ consider1.1,ble 
tinw to come we twe in a position to m11,in 
tiiin our stancln1·ds, keep up the level of 
intcm,tl n11ployment and to bring into 
opt>rntion productiye works, such as drain
age and irrigation, on a scale that should 
matel'ially incl'case economic production 
a.nd, I hope, may actually imp1·ove the level
of emplo�·mcnt. I will not attempt to put
a.nv timt' limit to this, I �vill only say that
with the full use of the t'esources in sight,
for a considerable time ahead I think the
way is clea,r and I do not myself think it is
de�irable that any time limit should be
placed on these efforts.

That docs not mean that these things 
can be done without sacrifice. ),lany 
things to which we look forward in the 
development of socit\l welfare, educational 

and other social services, we must now be 
prepared to forego for the time being, but 
it does mean that with hard work and 
determination the1·e is no reason why we 
should not be able by our own efforts to 
keep our internal organization in the 
material and economic sphere going in 
good shape and de11clop our pro luctive 
resources to a substantial degree. 

That in present circumstances iB the 
first and greatest bervice we can clo the 
corumonwealth in ,;upport of the supremo 
effort, which this cl'isis in our ch·ifomtion 
calls for from the whole Empire. It is not 
necessary for I.Ile to romill'l rou of the 
m·gency of the neeJ or the desperate 
nature of the strug�lc we have to face ; 
every hour brings these things home to 
us and there is no need for words. I 
woultl ouly say to you tlo uot underrat<' 
the importance of the contribution to this 
struggle represented by this motion 
because it is in no wise spectacular in form. 
It iB in fact the first and greatest meaBure 
of help we can giv<' and tmnsccnds in 
importance anything el$e we can do. 

I most heartilv welcome this motion a-, 
a spontaneous • expression of the loyal 
<leterm.ination of the Colonv to do ·its 
utmost to play its part in" this great 
struggle, and I earnestly bespeak for it 
the unanimous isupport of all hon. 
Members (ApplausP). 

� 0TlC'E OF �lO'l'ION.

}lr. Di,: AGUIAR: I de,;ire to crive 
noti.ce of the mntion stanrlin" in °11w 
lutlll(' nn the Or<lPL' Papl'r anrl further to
state that I propose tLt a later stage to 
mo1·C' tlw suspension of Llw t-:ltandin� 
Huie� 1tntl Orders in nrder to Pn:1hle the 
motion to be taken : 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 
Sl!SPENSIO:l< 01'' l:>r.\.)WING HULES AND 

ORDERS. 
,\Ir. Dr. AGUIAR: I mo1·c th:it the 

Standing Rules antl Orders be suspended 
in ot·der to enable the motion standing in 
my name on the OrrlC'r l'aper to be talwn. 

Question put, anri agreNl to. 
Standing Rules am! Orders susp<'mh•,1. 

\V ,1.1vEn OF 1'1Pi,;HJAI, Am. 
Mr. DEAGlJIAR: Your Excellenct', 

it is n privilege anrl iuclce<l an honour to
me io move the motion that is standing 
in my name on the Order Paper to-day. 
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In doing so I think it is hanll_v nPcessary 
for me to explain at any great length 
the principle which this motion seeks, 
because it is worded in simple language 
and it speaks for itself. I feel, sir, and 
it would be also agreed, that it is the 
duty of every citizen of the British Empire 
of ""hich this Colony forms a part to lend 
eve1·v assistance that is within his or her 
power to the Mother Country in the cause 
for which she is fighting. 

1n the motion it is sought to relieve the 
Imperial Exchequer of a promise, which 
was made to this Colony to provide funds 
to cover expenditure on certain special 
works which are now in progress. In one 
instance, as is stated in the motion, the 
sum of $250,000 is involved. This sum, 
it is hoped, will be spent during this year, 
1940, and the works which have been 
already started were very carefully con
sidered and recommended by this Govern
ment. In the case of grants from the 
Colonial Development Fund the sum of 
$30,000 is mentioned or rather thought of, 
but that figure may well reach, I think, 
$100,000. It wi.11 be seen, therefo1·e, that 
during the year, 19-!0, it was hoped to 
obtain from the Imperial Government :� 
sum of $280,000, but if the additional 
amount is spent under the Colonial 
Development Fund that smn may well 
reach $350,000. 

I wish to emphasize, and I think Your 
Excellency refoned to it in your rema,rks 
this morning, that the ticceptauce of this 
motion by this Council would not mean 
that those works would be discontinuC'd, 
but it is hoped that the Colony would be 
able to finance them. ·we know that some 
of them have bef'n started akeadv and 
s� long as conditions remain as they are it 
is hoped that the C'ntire amount would be 
spent during the yea1·. I go one step 
furthel' and sn.v that if it is found that 
the works are not completed at the encl of 
the yen.r, it is my belief and understa,nd
incr thiit they would be continued until the 
n.d:ount I liavo referred to has been spent.
That being the case, it only l'emains for us
to examine the position in relation to the
Colony's funds.

In this connection I would like to oITer 
my grateful thanks for the assistance which 
was given me by the hon. Colonial 
Treasurer in the provision oE the figures 
which I would now quote for the benefit 
of hon. 11ember� of Council, •'!hen 

the Budget was first framed at the close of 
last year, it was anticipated that there

would be a surplus of a sum in the vicinity 
of $300,000. The Budget for 1940 antici
pated a surplus of $180,000, but the Colony 
found itself in the happy position at the 
close of 1939 with an actual surplus of 
$810,000. Unfortunately, however, a re
vision of the 1940 figures disclosed that 
instead of an anticipated surplus of 
$180,000 it was only $100,000. Assuming 
that all expectations would be realised, 
there would be a total surplus at the end 
of 19-J.0 of $910,000. 

Since these figures were made out, con
ditions have changed considerably. As a 
matter of fact at present conditions change 
from hour to hour. In so far as the 
Colony's finances are concerned new expen
diture have had to be met. This Council 
voted a bonus to Junior Government 
employees and, I understand, the amount 
1 equi red for that wi 11 be in the vicinity of 
$170,000. Added to that it is expected 
that War Expenditure will incur $100,000. 
The worst feature was that the revised 
figures were again recast and a deficit or 
short fall in revenue was anticipated in the 
sum of $250,000, but that short fall of 
revenue would be met by a sum of $200,000 
from other sources and the actual 
difference would therefore only be 
$50,000. The sum total of all these 
figures would show that at the encl 
of 1940 after mtdring the additions to 
and subtractions from revenue there would 
still be an anticipated surplus of $590,000. 

I know that in some quarters it may be 
thought that the figure of $590,000 is not 
a very large one, but there are severnl who 
will agree that it is enough for this 
Council to put its best foot forward and 
lend a helping hand to the Mother Coun 
try in this horu· of her need. I need hardly 
remind hon. Members of Council of the 
assistance this Colony has received from 
the Impel'ial Govern�ent in years past. I 
hope, l will be permitted to quote the 
figures not for the pru·pose of obtaining 
support for the motion, because I believe 
every hon . .Member of this Council and 
every citizen of this Colony will gladly 
contribute every penny that they can 
afford to assist in this worthy cause, but 
because memories are very short in this 
country and one is apt to forget assistance 
that has been meted out to us at one time 
or nuother. 
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The hon. Colonial Treasurer's Report 
for 1939, which has just been published, 
displays those figures in no uncertain 
terms. We have received from the years 
1931 to 1937 a sum of not less than 
$2,390,000 to make up our Budget Deficit 
and $328,000 for Unemployment Relief
those were loans-in-aid. In addition we 
have had grants-in-aid for Unemployment 
Relief in the sum of $1,256,977, making a 
total of $3,894,000. We have also received 
assistance from the Colonial Development 
Fund, which is Imperial funds, over the 
period, 1931-1939,-(:6.nancial assistance to 
balance our Budgets having ceased at the 
end of 1937)-but the assi.st1.mce from the 
Colonial Development Fund still continues. 
It is for that reason the figures for 1939 
are stated in the report. The grants total 
$564,000 in round figures, and loans 
amount to $930,000, making a total of 
$1,495,000. 

The effect of this motion would mean 
the absorption from the surplus 'balance, I 
have already referred. to, of approximately 
$280,000 during 194,0. I have already 
given the anticipated surplus :figures as 
$590,000. It would be seen at once that 
this is a small effort on the part of this 
Colony to relieve the Impel'ial Exchequer 
from its promise, which 1 have referred 
to already, and Lhere would still be 
an anticipated surplus of $310,000 at the 
end of the year. As I have said, I have 
gone to the trouble of quoting these figures 
in order to show that at the present time 
this Colony can well afford to relieve His 
Majesty's Govemment of that l1ul'<len. I 
sincerely hope, and I am very pleaser! 
indeed to see that Your Ex:c!'llencv shares 
the same view, that we would be able to 
carry ourselves for some time longer and 
in that way relieve the Imperial Gm·ern
ment from gi,ing further assistance to us. 

This is a very humble effort, but it is a 
gesture to show that our thoughts are 
with those who are :fighting our cause. ·we 
know that the people of Gl'cat Britain 
have given a good deal and may perhaps 
be called upon to give more than they are 
giving at the present time. They arc 
giving longer hours of work and are being 
taxed to the very utmost, and even recently 
legislation was passed giving the Imperial 
Government control over persons and pro
perty. It is hardly neceHsa1·y for me to 
remind hon. Members that this bit of 
leuislation by a democrntic government, 
e:1:0h as the United .K'.ingdom is unheard 

of in its history, and when the people of the 
United Kingdom, have consented to this 
bit of legislation it is because they realize 
that the whole nation is in need of every 
assistance-perhaps one may even go 
further and say, that the whole nation is 
in jeopardy-and there is nothing the 
people shonltl not <lo to assist in the cause, 

There should be no fear whatever that 
this Colonv would not be able to carrv on. 
We must· tlo it. "\Ye must make ·cverv 
sacrifice in order lo giYe 11lmtever assi; 
tan::e we can not only to-day, but I hope we 
would be able to gi ,,e further assistance later 
on and, if it becomes necessary, at Lhe 
greatest sacrifice. rt is a solemn duty the 
people of this Colony owe to the Empire, 
and I feel sure that thii; motion will re
ceive the whole-hearted support of this 
Council. I go one step further and 
venture to predict that as a result of the 
sacrifice we may be calleu upon to make iu 
this cause we will be doing ourselves a 
justice and will be taking a step in the 
direction of making ourselves self-sup
porting. 

Before I take ruy seu.t [ would like to 
mention that this ruotion \Vas considered 
by the commercial community of this 
Colony, and I am authorised to state that 
it receives_ their full support. I have been 
asked also to state on behalf of the 
hon. Member for Eastern Demerara 
\;\Ir, Humphr.vs:, who through unforeseen 
circumstances is not in his seat to-day, 
that he supports the motion whole~ 
hearleul?· \Vith these few words I hcg 
to move the motion standing in my name 
on the Order Paper. 

Mr. ELEaZAR : Sir, as a super 
optimist of this Colonv and in its great 
resources, I felt it was a· great compli�ent 
paid to me when I was asked this morning 
by the hon. mover of the motion to �econd 
the moLion standiug in his name. This is a 
motion IVhich has for its object the release 
of the .Mothe1· Countr, from her self
impose:l obligation to thi; Colony to support 
certain works which are in progress to-dav. 
I feel that British Guiana is doing oniv 
what is its bounden dutv, to assist in
relieving the Mother Country of that 
yo]unt11,rv offer so as to enable her to divert 
this sum; small though it is comparativelv 
speaking, from this Colon, into channels 
which will be far more necessary at this 
juncture. Britain is engaged in a war 
beonuse all that men hold cleat·, all that .,.e 
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hold dear in our religion, in our life, 
in our liberty, and everything that free 
people in the British Empire hold dear is 
at stake, and it is our duty and the duty 
of every individual to throw in his weight 
so as to achieve that victory which we all 
hope is not far off. We are not asking fot· 
the glory that victory brings although 
we cannot turn our faces away from it, 
but we want to see the ultimate triumph 
of Truth. We like to see the liberty 
of free men used as free men should <lo 
a,nd that democracy for which Great 
Britain now stands almost the only 
bulwark. 

As I was proceeding to this Council 
this morning and without any thought that 
I would have been honoured by my hon. 
friend in being asked to second the motion, 
on reaching Mahaicony something of a 
pandemonium reached my ear. I could 
not gather what could have caused this 
tremendous outburst, a sort of babel of 
tongues, but on my arrival at the railway 
station I was very anxious to find out the 
cause. What did I find ? I found, Your 
Excellency, that a large number of persons 
were being given " cassava sticks " for 
planting. Even those humble denizens 
realized that in this cri11is 'the plough is 
the greatest creditor. 'rhey were anxious 
to get the means by which they could /lSsist 
in increased production, which Your 
Excellencv asked us to do 11,nd which is a. 
great necessity. 

This motion I regard in the _light of 
additional evidence, if such were necessary, 
of the fact that the B-ritiah Empire has 
resournes great enough to meeL the needs of 
the hour, resources which would be suffi
cient Lo support the gigantic effort which 
the Mother Country is now making in the 
p1·osecutiou of this war. There can be 110 

doubt that Great Britain is engaged in a 
war to save civilization, not her own civili
zation only, and every ciTilized human be 
ing ought to do his share and very much 
more so those persons who claim to be 
wembers of thiR Empire or Commonwealth 
of Nations. A.re we not all members of 
that Commonwealth ? It is our hoast that 
we arn members of this great Common
wealth of Nations, and as such we have 
great pleasure indeed-every individual
in showing how much we appreciate the 
blessings which we enjoy unde1' the British 
Flag. 
· As a super-optimist in the potentialities
of British Guian1' and as an hon. Member

here ca.n bear me out, I think: our resources 
would be equal to the task, and if every 
man would put his shoulder to the wheel 
and contribute his quota we would be able 
to stand on our legs not only now but for 
all times to come. We would he able to 
contribute more liberally,-not to return 
what the Mother Country is offeriug us 
but out of the abundance Lhat we ourselves 
produce to make further contribution to 
assist the Mother Country ,tt the present 
moment. Necessity is the mother 
of invention, and in this necessity 
we ought, each man, to get down and 
do our best in that sphere of activity 
in which we find ourselves so that we 
will be able t;O stand not only on our legs 
as individuals but to assist those around 
and about us to make their contribution to 
the cause which is now engaging the atten
tion of the whole world and the British 
Empire in particular. 

[ feel-and I believe every Member here 
feels-that this is only a humble gesture 
by the inhabitants of British Guiana to 
Britain. I feel, sir, we a.re just doing " & 

little bit" to relieve the Mother Country 
of a. self-imposed obligation so as to make 

her as untrammelled as is necessary for 
her to be at the present time, if she is to 
maintain her position in this gigantic 
struggle against a ruthless enemy, until 
victory is achieved which, we all hope,
would be at no very distant date. 

Although I have not been asked to do so 
I desire t� convey to Your Excellency 
whn,L I believe to be the feelina of the 

. . ,, entire COI.Wllumty of this Colony. Each 
man is willing to come forward and do his 
best, as he realizes that Britain is doing 
all that _ca1;1 be expected of any country to 
do. Bntam has not attempted to sacl'ifice 
her Colonial man-power, but has elected to 
fight on her own ID,'lJl-power. It is said 
that the blood of man should not be shed 
but to redeem the blood of man. I feel 
certain that is what is animating the spirit 
of the people here. We arn trying to redeem the blood of man by sheddina our 
own blood. They have given their ail but 
we are giving what we can spare. I r;gret that is so and hope that we will notlong continue to give just what we can spare. I believe that every man in thiscountry stands ready to make even the8upreme sacrifice, and no man can domore. I have great pleasure in secondini
the motion. 
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THE PRESIDENT : Any o�her hon. 
})ember wishes to address the Council? 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 
G. D. Owen): I want to say one word on
behalf of the Official Members as we will
not like it to be thought that by keeping
silent we do not support the motion whole
heartedly. Speaking for my brother
Ofticers and myself, I desire to say that it
gives us the greatest pleasure to support
the motion a.n<l, like the hon. Member who
has just spoken, we wish we ll,l'e in a
position to give even more to the Mother
Co�ntry to assist her in the struggle
agamst the enemy. 

I have received a telegram from the hon. 
M�. Jackson expressing 1;egret at his in
ability to attend this morning and asking me 
to let Your Excellency and hon. Members 
of Council know that he is in thorouah 
sympathy with the motion. 

0 

Question put, and agreed to, 

Motion carried unanimously. 

THE PRESIDENT : It is the greaj;est 
plea,sure I shall have in communicating the 
terms of this motion immediately to His 
Majesty's Government through the 
Secretary of State for tbe Colonies. 

The Council ,1<ljoumed sine die. 
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