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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Tuesday, 19th JJfay, 1936. 

The Council met, His Excellency the 
Governor, Srn GEOFl'RY A. S. NORTHCOTE, 
K.C.M.G., President, in the Chair.

PRESENT. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, (Mr. 
E. J. Waddington, C.M.G., O.B.E.) 

The Hon. the Attorney-General, (Mr. 
Hector Josephs, K.C.). 

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E. (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

Major the Hon. W. Bain Gray, C.B.E., 
Director of Education. 

The Hon. J. S. Dash, Director of 
Agriculture. 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, K.C. (New 
Amsterdam). 

The Hon. E. F. McDavid, M.B.E., Colo
nial Treasurer. 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austi11 (Nomi11ated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves (Georgetown 
South). 

The Hon. W. A. D'.Andrade, Comp
troller of Customs. 

Major the Hon. J. C. Craig, D.S.O., 
Director of Public Works. 

The Hon. J. A. Henderson, Surgeon
General. 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E. 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. J. Eleazar (Berbice River). 

The Hon. J. I. De Aguiar (Central 
Demerara). 

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh (Dem
erara-Essequebo ). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western Ber
bice). 

The Hon. E. M, Walcott (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. H. C. Huwphl·ys (Eastern 
Demerara). 

The Hon. A. R. Cmm Ewing (Essequebo 
River). 

The Hon. C. R. Jacob (North Western 
District). 

The Hon. A. G. King (Demera1·a River). 

The Hon. S. H. Seymour (Western 
Essequebo). 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. A. Mackey (N ominate<l 
Unofficial Member). 

MINUTES. 

The minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on the 18th March, as 
printed and circulated, were confirmed. 

MEMBERS SWORN. 

The following Members took and sub
scribed to the oath :-

Mr. S. E. Gomes, Assistant Attorney
General. 

Mr. A. lVIacDougall, Gene1·al Manager, 
Transport and Harbours Department. 

THE PRESIDENT'S SPEECH. 
The President addressed the Council as 

follows:-

HONOURABLE MEMBEHS OF '.l'HE LEGIS
LA'.l'IVE COUNCIL, 

The year that has passed away 
and the early months of the current year 
witnessed two events remembrance of 
which is still vividly in our minds. Each 
of them in its own way gave aqiding proof 
of the deep devotion of all the peoples of 
the British Empire to the Crown, of the 
personal love and honour in which they 
held His Late Majesty King George the 
Fifth and of their loyalty towards and 
trust in his successor King Edward VIII. 
On January 22nd this Council passed a 
Resolution which gave words to what wa8 
in their hearts on that sad day and I now 
have it in command from His Majesty the 
King to convey to you an expression of 
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the appreciation felt by His Majesty, the 
Queeu-Mother and the Members of the 
B.oyal Family of the sympathy and loyalty 
expressed in tha'; Resolution. 

It is with very deep regret that I record 
the death of Mr. Philip Francis Steward. 
Mr. Steward was appointed as a senior 
stipendiary magistrate on December 8th, 
1933, and his sudden recent death has 
deprived this Colony of an able and con
scientious civil servant who during a very 
short period had won the affection of 
many and the high respect of all who came 
into touch with him. I venture to offer 

. to Mrs. Steward and her infant daughter 
this Council's deep sympathy. 

It will, I hope, be of assistance to 
Members if I review briefly the pl'incipal 
events and results of the year 1935 and 
with that object in view I will turn first 
to the year's financial out-turn. 

FINANCIAL OUT-TURN: 1935. 
The Colonial Treasurer's annual report 

for the yea1· 1935 which will be laid on 
the table this morning discloses that, 
exclusive of grnnts and loans in aid, the 
ordinary revenue amounted to $5,034,226 
and the total Colony revenue was 
$5,227,575. The former, which represents 
the Colony's regular income, is, of course, 
the more significant figure of the two and 
Honourable Members will be glad to per
ceive that the situa,tion which the indi
vidual reve!rne heads reveal is, genera.Uy 
speaking, healthy. The total reached by 
ordinary revenue wa,s the highest amount 
realised since 1929 and the third highest 
during the past decade. Examination of 
its compouents, moreover, puts the 
Colouv':, iucome iu au eveu more favourable 
light, "£or the ouly cOJrnidernble decrease is 
und,,1· Head HI., Internal Revenue : this, 
however, was due mainly to lower income 
tax yields caused by the 19:H floods and 
may be regarded as fortuitous : death 
duties also produced 11 sma,ller sum. The 
small fall in Post Office revenue is attri
butable to the fact that the sale of Jubilee 
stamps brought in a smaller amount than 
the pictorittl issue in 1934 : Miscellaneous 
Revenue also is lower tlmu in the previous 
year but the fact has no significance. All 
other heads show that where we have not 
improved we have at -any rate maintained 
our position. The most pleasing features 
are the continued rise in the receipts 

from customs duties, excise and licences 
which have together yielded $76,376 more 
than last year and, secondly, the spring in 
revenue derived from mineral products. 
The decrease in the Colony's total revenue 
as compared with that of 1934 need cause 
no apprehension : it is due to the abolition 
of salary abatements and to the accrual of 
a much smaller sum in the form of extra
ordinary receipts than was taken to 
revenue in the preceding year. 

The recurrent expenditure exceeded 
that for 1934 by $217,159. The principal 
factors iu this rise were: 

(1) the necessity for providing increased
funds for renewals for the Transport and 
Harbours Department from revenue; the 
actual cost of these came to $125,658, an 
increase of $93,017 over the amount spent 
in_l934; 

( 2) increased expenditure on district
administration, education, agriculture, 
public works and sea defence maintenance, 
amounting to $148,562; 

(3) certain expenses which did not occur
in 1934 and therefore obscure true com
parison with that year: the more import
ant of these included special measures in 
1·espect of the alastrim outbreak and the 
labouc disturbances and a large refund of 
esta,tes duty, costing in all some $32,000: 
,t new item wa,s the surrender of the 
operatiug profit on the Post Office Savings 
B,mk, amom1ting to $10,850. 

A welcome though, I feitr, only a tem
porary feature wa.s a reduction in the 
charges on the public debt by $27,942. 

The increase iu recurrent expenditure, 
considerably exceeding as it does the rise 
in ordi1rnry revenue, ii; at first sight some
wha,t ominous: but compa,rison between 
the total Colouial expenditure, exclusive 
of that on Colonial Development Fund 
schemes, is reassuring, the 1935 expendi
ture having been lower than that of the 
previous year by $97,756. The explana
tion lies in the fact that in 1935 the 
normal Public vVorks votes, both recunent 
and extraordinary, were largely increased 
so as to carry the burden 0£. unemploy
ment relief, specific expenditure upon 
which fell from $343,877 to $17,536, 
ma.inly incurred in the completion of 
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works begun in the previous year. If 
allowance is made for the increased i1mount 
spent on renewals for the Transport and 
Harbours Depal'tment the comparison 
between the ex-penditure of the two years 
is more favourable still. ·when these factR 
are taken into consideration and reg11rd i� 
had to the wide distribution of savings 
among the departments, which show tlu1t 
votes generally have been well husbanded, 
it will be seen that there is no c,LUse for 
alarm or reproach in respect of last year's 
expenditure. 

The financial out-turn of 1935 was that 
revenue failed to meet expenditure by 
$189,156 or, if thespecific expenditureon un
employment relief is included, by $206,692; 
but so far as the surplus balance is con
cerned the loss on the year was reduced 
by taking credit for a new loan-grant-in
aid of $96,000 and for an appropriation of 
$17,536 from a previous loan grant for 
unemployment relief. The net result was 
that the Colony was able to carry forward 
a balance of $313,442 on January 1st. 

The improvement in the Colony's finan
cial situation is apparent when the 1935 
working loss, viz. $206,692, is compared 
with the working losses for the last thir
teen years, as shown on page 8 of the 
printed copy of my Address to this Coun
cil on October 15th last. These I will 
quote again for convenience of com
parison. 

Year. 
1923-1930 (average) 

1931 
1932 
1933 
1934 
1935 

Working loss . 
... $ 323,247 

1,471,979 
659,691 
294,570 
453,005 
206,692 

PROSPECTS FOR 1936. 
The draft estimates as passed by the 

Legislative Council have been approved 
by the Secretary of State with certain 
amendments which will be moved in the 
Council in the form of supplementary esti
mates. So far as expenditnre is concerned, 
the necessary alterations during this ses -
sion ,vill be as follows :-

(1) a revote of ... ... $ 35,771 
which represents that part 
of the cost of M.V. 
"Pomeroon" that was in-
curred during this year : 

(2) additional charges on ac
count of the new conversion
loan by ... $ 

(3) a sum of

of which $1,000 represents
the emoluments for part of
the year of a warden at the
Leprosy Hospital and the
remaining $6,000 the cost of
erecting qua.rters fol' that
officer and for housing an
assistant medical otfic.:er
when one is available. I
will leave over the argu
ments in favour of these
additional ex pen di tu res until
the supplementat·y estimates
are introduced.

The amounts, if approved, will 
cause an increase of 
on the expenditure side of 

this year's budget. 
On the other hand incret1secl 

interest earnings from de
posits of the proceeds of 
that loan justify an increase 
of the revenue estimate by 

Leaving a net increase in ex-

43,747 
7,000 

86,518 

14-,94 7 

penditure of ... 71,571 
This will convert the deficit 

for the year at first esti-
mated,· viz. 471,021 

to one of ... $ 542,592 

The corresponding figure for 
1935 was ... $ 558,422 

but as the revenue estimate for that year 
included a sum of $200,000 from extra
ordinary receipts, which has no counter
part in the 1936 figures and more than sets 
off the difference in the amounts included 
for Transport and Harbour replacements 
in the expenditure estimates of the two 
years, another indication of financial re
cuperation is visible from the comparison. 
After setting off the balance carried for
ward on January 1st, 1936, against this 
estimated deficit the amount remaining to 
be covered is $229,150: a loan-grant-in
aid not exceeding £75,500 has been 
promised by the Imperial Government to 
meet this deficit and also to provide for 
the estimated requirement in respect of 
the first quarter of 1937. 

The current year is not sufficiently 



653 I'resiclent's Speech - 19 MAY, 1936. President's Speech 654 

advanced to allow any definite forecast- to 
be made of financial results. Revenue, 
however, is coming in fairly well and there 
is good reason to hope that the estimate 
will be more than fulfilled. 

00MM!l.RCE AND PRODUCTION. 

I have already commented upon the 
satisfa,ctorv rise in the revenue derived 
from cust�ms duties ; the details will be 
found in the Comptroller's annual report 
and I need not take up the time of Mem
bers by reciting them now. The most 
significant fact is that in 1935 the value of 
the Colony's imports exceeded that for 
1934. by $350,530 and the relative value 
of the exports was greater by $1,760,612, 
making an improvement in total trade of 
*2,111,142. The rise in imports had, of
course, direct relation to that in exports
of domestic products, which were the best
for the last six years.

The principal gains and losses in 
domestic exports as compared with 1934 
were as follows :-

Commodity. Quan
tity, Value. Gain. Loss. 

--------1---1---1---1---

ii 

I 
$ I s Sugar (tons) ... / 174.156 6,926,4391,357,9!15 

Molasses (galls.) ... 5,949,393 307,931 29,577 
Rum (pf. galls,) ... 1,073,406 422,61:i0 ..• 

I 
63,765 

Ri�e (tono) ... 10,565 473,086 ... 110,004 
Coffee (lbs.) ... 471.506 23,849

1 
... 23,389 

Copra (ton,) ... 1,226 55,134 31,6!7
[ Lime Oil (galls.).. 597 25,1192 ... 7,875 

Lnmber (feet) ... 373,432 26,310 16,019 ... 
Timber (cub. ft.).. 195,824 9!l,Ufl3 7,649 
B,Jata (lbs.) ... 296,757 69,354 945 
Other forest pro-

ducts 
Livestock and 

hide• ... 
Gold (ozs.) ... 
Diamonds (ots.) ... 
Bauxite (tons) ... 

76,480 2,643 

18,925 3,482 
3�.313 845,494 17H,198 
-13, 187 496 313 12 828 

lll,5U0 663,9111 345,774 

The following brief facts regarding the 
exports of last year and their prospects in 
the near future mav be of inter·est to Hon
ourable Members ::_ 

As is well known, the exports of sugar 
surpassed the previous record, which 
o<'curred in 1932, by 37,078 tons. This 
very large increase was due to a rise in the 
average yield per acre to about 3 tons and 
is attributable to a more intensive applica
tion of the results of soil, variety and 
fertilizer investigations. Cane farmers 
produced 24,613 tons of cane which was 
greater than the production in 1934 by 
11,376 tons. The price paid was $:J.20 

per ton. The outlook for this year's crop 
is, so far, good. 

. Rice expot·ts on the other hand were 
the lowest since 1926. They had fallen 
heavily in 1933/34 as the 1933 crop was 
very seriously damaged by floods : a 
drought in the succeediug year resulted iu 
an even Rmaller harvest, a!'l it gravely 
:1ffected the autumu crop. The 1935 crop, 
however, was exceedingly good, the export
able surplus being estimated at 25,000 
tons. This surplus itself created 11, very 
considerable problem, as, owing to the 
unpredictable fluctuation in local rice pro
duction and to lack of organisation in 
selling, shippers had been unable to con
tract forward sales to any considerable 
ex.tent. The Rice Marketing Board assisted 
by certain millers made strenuous efforts 
to dispose of this surplus and was success
ful in placing approximately 13,000 tons ; 
other sales have since been made by 
exporters and, while it seems probable 
that a certain quantity of padi will have 
to be carried forward, it is felt that by 
the end of the year the position in this 
respect should not cause any undue 
anxiety. At the present time, however, 
great difficulty is being experienced in

milling owing to continuous rainy weather. 
As regards this year's autumn crop, pros
pects at the moment are unsettled as the 
abnormal rains in March have rendered 
ploughiug in many areas where rice is 
' shied ' difficult if not impossible. 

The exports of coffee again fell owing 
to the continued drop in the world price, 
an improvement in which I regret to say 
cannot be expected in the near futu, e. 
'While in the North West District I was 
asked to fix a price for locally consumed 
coffee, which accounts for about 50% of 
the coffee gt·own in British Guiana; but I 
was unable to accede to the proposal as 
the cost of supervision necessary to ensure 
such a scheme against " pirated''. coffee 
would be out of all proportion to the 
benefit that might be derived. '.l'he only 
possible alleviation of the present situation 
would appear to be some measure or 
measures which would reduce the cost of 
production of clean coffee aud this ques
tion is having my attention. 

Copra exports were the highest since 
1931. Towards the end of last year the 
legislation for the control of coconut 
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products was revised with, it is hoped, 
beneficial results. 

The livestock industry was again at a 
low ebb during the year under review 
although there was a considerable increase 
in the quantity and value of hides exported. 
Recentlv a Committee which I had 
appoint�d to consider how the meat and 
mmit pruducts industry could be assisted 
pL'oduced a useful report of a practical 
m1ture. The report, however, indicated 
the need for examination of certain other 
points and these have been referred to the 
Committee. I am grateful to the mem
be['S for the careful consideration which 
they giwe to the problems before them 
and hopeful that some of their r·ecoru
mendatioos will bear fruit. 

Turning to forest products industries, 
the quantity of lumber exported was the 
large�t since 1913. Timber showed an 
improvement over the last three years so 
far as quantity goes, though the value of 
the export was only $94,093 as compared 
with $140,932 in 1931, when practically 
the same quantity wtis sent out of the 
country. There was a slight improvement 
in the balata industry over 1934 and there 
ma,y be, I understand, a certain amount of 
re-organisation in this industry which in 
two or three years should lead to its 
partial recovery. 

The gl'eatest improvement in the 
Colony's export trnde occurred in its 
mineral products. 1935 witnessed a larger 
quantity of gold exported than had been 
exported since 1916 when 36,245 ozs. 
worth $649,025 were sent out. Compari
son of these figures with those for last 
year, that is to say 33,313 ozs. worth 
$815,494-, is of interest. Honourable 
Members will have read with gratification 
the news of the floating of a company 
named the British Guiana Consolidated 
Goldfields Limited. The chairman of the 
company is one of our most able and 
trusted citizens whose entry into this 
important British Guianese industry has 
given immense encouragement locally. 
The success of the company will mean 
great profit to the Colony and we wish it 
to them very cordially. The export of 
diamonds increased in value though it 
shrank slightly in the number of carats. 
The biggest recovery of any local industry 
during the year was made in bauxite, the 

exports of which were more· than double 
those of the previous year and reached to 
the proportions of the exports for 1931. 
I_t is hoped that a further large expansion 
will take place and continue. 

While the outlook for one or two of our 
industries is still somewhat discouraging, 
I think that Honourable Members will 
agree that this brief review of the export 
tr:1de of the Colony for the year 1935 and 
the glimpses taken of the future justify on 
the whole a feeling of considerable optim
ism as regards both the Colony's revenue 
and the increasing employment which their 
further expansion would bring about. 

Before leaving the subject of our pro
ductive industries I would like to touch 
on a few points which are relevant to it. 
On the side of agriculture the. Directo1· 
of Agriculture has informed me that 
labora,tory and field research with flood 
following has afforded some light upon 
the factors which bring about the 
phenomenon of increased yields from land 
so treated. As regards rice I have been 
given to understand that a scheme will be 
put forward before long designed to improve 
marketing conditions and methods and I 
shall be glad to give it my early attention. 
I am uot aware whether it will suggest 
any alterations in grading but there is 
reason -to believe that the present grades 
might be revised with advantage, so as to 
bring one of them into closer conformity 
with the grade of Burmah rice which con
stitutes British Guiana's chief competitor, 
Furthermore it cannot be denied that 
many mills in the Colony are either 
deficient, especially as regards a clean 
water supply, or are inefficient or 11,re both, 
with the result that the rice turned out 
by them is inferior· to the quality which 
the ptLdi that goes into them justifies. 
Obviously inefficient milling cannot be 
allowed to injure an important industi'y of 
this nature and it will be ne.cessary to 
tight.en up the control over rice mills. 
This question is at the moment under in
vestig,Lti.,n. During 193 4 the Rice (Export 
Trade) Ordinance was materially amended 
and new Rice (Export Trade) Regulations 
were introduced. 

As I informed the Council at its last 
session, the Conservator of Forest� is on 
duty in Great Britain where he is investi
gating the possibility of assisting our tim-



657 President's Speech 19 MAY, 1936. P1·esiclent's Speech 658 

her industry in certain respects. Before 
he sailed he informed me that a three 
months reconnaissance up the Demerara 
river had revealed plenty of good fornst 
above the Great Falls, principally of 
greenheart and crabwood ; the Falls 
appear to allow the haulage of non-floating 
logs round them. Experiments in 
re-afforestation have shown good promise 
of success and the study of the natural 
regeneration of greenheart has been begun. 
So far as utilisation goes, tl'ial shipments 
resulted in an immediate order from Lon
don for thfrty fl.itches of ' bull head ' green
heart: experimeats with cheap local woods 
for the cooperage industry in Barbados 
are being continued and a trial shipment 
of boards was recently sent to the Royal 
Engineers in Jamaica at the request of the 
Officer Commanding. An interesting 
expe1·iment that was completed during the 
year on a large scale was with crabwood 
and showed · that 31 per cent. of the 
seasoned and dressed ooards were of 
exportable quality. Local purchase of 
timber sawn and cured in the Colony 
increased very considerably during the 
year under review : so, it may be added, 
did the imports of timber. 

The principal point to be recorded 
regarding mineral products is already 
within the knowledge of Honourable 
Members ; I allude to the generous free 
grant by the Colonial Developmem; 
Advisory Committee of £22,000 for the 
continuation of the geological survey of 
the Colony. This amount should be suffi
cient for the exploration of ail 01· nearly 
all the parts of the Colony which justify 
such e:ii:penditure of that nature. 
THE TRANSPOHT AND HARBOURS DEPAU'l'

�IENT. 

'Ihe net cost to the Colony of the 
Transport and Harbours Department dur
ing the year 1935 stands at $231,749, a 
figure which is reached as follows:-

Deficit (being the amount by 
which the sum of working 
expenditure ($613,702) and 
capital charges ($199,622) 
exceeded the gross receipts 
($733,613) ... $ 79,711 

Extraordinary expenditure on 
Renewals and Replace-
men ts 

Capital expenditure 
125,658 

26,380 

$ 231,749 

This is an unusually high figure on a 
crnde comparison with forn;ier years. If, 
however, there is deducted from it the 
sum just mentioned of $125,e58, which 
1·epresents expenditure on a new steamer, 
a new locomotive, relaying and other 
replacements that ordinarily would have 
been debited to a renewals fund, it is seen 
not to be abnormal and, indeed, is smaller 
than t.he comparable amount for last yea,r. 
On the other hand the department's road 
sel'vice hitherto ha� escaped bearing the 
prime cost of the vehicles which it uses, they 
having been purchased out of a loan granted 
by the Colonial Development Advisory 
Committee. It has also to be remembered 
that the Bartica-Potaro road service bears 
no part of the cost of maintenance of the 
roads ove1· which it operates. It is, per
haps, pertinent to remark -here that the 
maintenance cost of the 173 miles com
pleted or under construction in this ar·ea 
at $300 per mile, togethe1· with the 
equated annuities due to the Colonial 
Development Fund in repayment of loans 
made for the establishment of this road 
service, will, in 1942, amount to $108,000. 
This already existent liability should be 
borne closely in mind when schemes for 
increased expenditure on these routes are 
under discussion. 

Honouralale Members will observe with 
pleasu,·e ,�u,J congratulation that when 
ti:uly compared with that of the year 1934 
the 19:.15 deficit, as just defined, was 
smaller by $10,784, notwithstanding the 
fact that the Harbour and Pilotage 
Service was called upon to bear expendi
ture on dredging and hydrographic survey 
amounting to $17,160 which found no 
place in the former year's accounts. Rail
way earnings were lower than in that 
yP-ar notwithstanding a record sugar 
crop, owing to the further shrinkage in 
passenger traffic, but all the other services, 
notf1bly Harbours and Pilotage, showed a 
higher revenue. 

The dredger began work in the George
town Harbout· on May 13th last year and 
had removed about 100,000 tons of mud 
by the end of the ye,u-. On February 
25th last the new steamer "Pomeroon " 
arrived and is now in service and giving 
ample satisfaction. It will, I fear, be 
necessary to order another next year. 

The department's prospects for the 
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cutTent year are fairly encouraging. Up 
to the end of March the revenue earned 
was some $6,500 higher than during that 
period in 1935, while expenditure is more 
than $16,000 less. There has been a 
notable increase in passenger journeys 
owing to a reduction of third-class fares. 
It is hoped to open the road service to 
Issano Landing, the new road's terminus on 
the Mazaruni river, and the boat service 
to the �pper Mazaruni in July next. The 
retun1 journey, at the outset at any rate, 
between Bartica and Issano Landing will 
consume three days. The first day's run 
will end at Apanachi rest house, 99 miles 
from Bartica : on the second day the 
lorry will proceed to Issaao Landing, a 
further 27 miles, discharge its load, pick 
up passengers and goods rlestined for 
Bartica and go back to Apanachi for the 
night : the t bird day's journey will be the 
return to Bartica. Negotiations respect
ing a boat service to the upper Mazaruni 
are proceeding. 

The lengthening of the stelling at New 
Amsterdam has been begun and should, I 
am informed, be completed in some six 
months time. 

Two questions closely affecting the in
terests of the department have been under 
examination recently. One concerns the 
duties that should be charged for motor 
licences and the report of the Committee 
appointed ' ad hoc' is expected shortly. 
The other is the future of the West Coast 
Railway as to which I await the recom
mendations of the Transport and Harbours 
Board. 

AD.l)IINISTRATION. 

},fonicipal A
f
fairs. 

Partly as a result of the' legislation 
passed early in 1935 the financial situation 
of the Georgetown Municpality improved 
very considerably. A Committee appointed 
to consider the adequacy of Government's 
subvention towards road costs in George
town is, I understand, about to report to 
Government. The pe1·iod under review 
has also been one of progress in New 
Amsterdam where fine municipal stables 
and a garage have been erected and major 
repairs are now being carried out upon the 
market and the Town Hall. 

Provincial Affairs. 

In two rnspects progress can be recorded 

in the sphere of Prnvincial Local Govern
ment. The first is that in 1935 the 
village councils were rn-constituted on an 
elective basis with the right of electing 
their own chairman: at the first elections 
held under the new Ordinance some sixty 
per cent. of the registered electors voted. 
In the second place there was a note
worthy improvem.l'mt in the payment of 
village rates and taxes. Individual points 
of interest have been the erection of excel
lent markets at Buxton and Ileterverwag
ting, the re-organi;;ation of office accom
modation at New Amsterdam, where the 
various activities of the District Admin
istration were brnught under one roof, 
and the alienation of the Philippi
Macedonia block of the Kilmarnock
Springlands empolder ; leases for 3,250 
acres were offered in five blocks at 30 cents 
per acre per annum and were readily taken 
up. 

A recent alte1·ation of administrative 
district boundaries merits mention. The 
greater part of what was formerly known 
as the West Coast Demeram district has 
been amalgamated with the former George
town and East Bank. district under the 
name of West Demerara, Bartica and the 
lower Essequibo river passing to the 
Essequibo district. 

Extensive and prolonged unrest and 
disturbances occurred last year among 
labourers employed on sugar estates for 
the third year in succession. A commis
sion appointed to investigate its causes 
and preventiv@ and remedial measures will, 
I believe, complete its report this month. 

Grime. 

Generally speaking, serious crime has 
shown a diminution. The Police Force is 
to be congratulated on the successful 
capture of counterfeit coiners during last 
year and that particular method of rob-· 
bing the community was greatly checked 
in consequence. Unfortunately, another 
method, i.e., bush rum distilling, has con
tinued to evade repression and the 
revenue therefore continues to suffer, 

Education. 

Turning to the two principal social ser
vices, that is to say education and health, 
it is pleasant to find signs of progress in 
each. In the primary schools during the 
school yea1· 1934-1935 there was an in-
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crease in enrolment of 1,733 and, what is 
better still, an increase in attendance by 
1,960. The percentage of average attend
ance throughout the Colony rose from 
69.4 to 71.2, the highest ever recorded. 
The Broad Street Government School in 
Georgetown was enlarged by four class 
rooms and can now hold 840 pupils : it 
has reached what is regarded as its 
efficiency maximum in respect of size. 
Government schools came into existence 
during the school year at Anna Regina 
and Beterverwagting, the fo1·mer the 
result of an amalgamation of two denomi-

. national schools, the latter owing to the 
inability of a denominational school to 
remain in existence. Naturally the growth 
in numbers of pupils required an addi
tional number of teachers and during 1935 
their ranks were enlarged accordingly by 38 
posts. As Honourable Members will remem
ber the amount for grants to primary schools 
in this year's estimates was increased by 
$12,600, which allowed for a further 33 
teachers to be engaged in the· primary 
schools. Allowing that the enrolment 
figure for 1936 has grown at the same rate 
as that by which the figure for 1935 
exceeded that for 1934, the average num
ber of pupils on roll per class teacher will 
be 60 during this year. The maximum .at 
which we should aim in this respect, as 
our finances improve, is 50. I would 
emphasise the point that I am speaking 
of enrolment and not attendance figures. 

21 youths completed their courses at 
the Trades Centre, Kingston, during the 
year : at the Carnegie Centre a system of 
bursaries :was introduced which enables 
girls from all parts of the Colony to be 
taught there. �ext year the grant received 
from the Carnegie Corporation will be 
exhausted and the upkeep of the Centre 
will fall upon the Colony's charges. An 
interesting event during 1935 was a visit 
by 80 teachers from the primary schools to 
Trinidad in order to take part in an 
educational conference. 

The . revised regulations governing the 
salaries of teachers came into force ou 
January 1st last year and a further 
advance in the organisation of education 
in the Colony should ensue won, as I 
understand that the draft of the new ·edu
cational code is complete and under study 
by the Education Committee. 

.A recent innovation has been the estab-

lishment of a class for teachers where they 
can be trained in elementary agricultural 
science and practice. The importance of 
giving an agricultural bias to education in 
this farming Colony is, I know, recognised 
by this Council who will, I feel sure, 
support any endeavour to extend the scope 
of such , training. Of the imperative 
necessity of such an extension I myself 
have no doubts and I have under consider
ation a scheme which I hope will render it 
possible. 

Health. 

Apart from the outbreak of alastrim in 
the North West District, during which 
occurred 56 known cases and one known 
death, the health of the Colony has been 
good during the period under review. Vital 
statistics show the lowest recorded death 
and infantile mortality rates and the high
est recorded number of births in our 
annals. The figures are so satisfactory 
that Honourable Members will be glad to 
hear them quoted. The birthrate for 
1935 was 34.3 ·per 1,000 as against 28.8 
for the preceding year and the death rate 
was 20.6 per 1,000, the average fot· the 
previous quinquennia having been 22.5 
and 25.2: furthermore, infantile mortality 
was lowered to 122 per thousand birtlrn, 
the previous best figure having been 139. 
No doubt this steady progress is due to 
the steady application of public he,tlth 
measures, including the continuing exten
sion of the pure water supply. The com
bined result of these improvements i11 
vital statistics is that the known increa�e 
in the population was 5,048 persons. 

So far as iqstitutions are concerneJ, tlie 
new clinic for the treatment of venereal 
disease has been completed : for this valu
able unit, as for pure water distribution, 
we have to thank the Colonial Develop
ment Advisory Committee. During the 
period under review considerable impruvt·
ments have been and are still being c,trrie<l 
out at the various hospitals of the Colony 
and notably at the Leprosy Hospit,al 
where further considerable expenditure is 
necessary. I regret the delay in providing 
the new tuberculosis hospital for which 
the Coldnial Development Advisory Com
mittee have generously given a large grant. 
It is due, however, to no neglect on the 
part of those responsible but to the fact 
that the scheme which Government has in 
miw:1 in .. this connection raises certain 
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other issues which are under discussion 
with the Secretary of State and the Colo
nial Development Advi,;iory Committee and 
will I hope be determined to the Colony's 
advantage before the next meeting of this 
Council. I cannot pass by the subject of 
tuberculosis without expressing on behalf 
of the Colony the deep regret which has 
been widely felt at the death of Mr. 
Manoel Gonsalves. For many years M.r. 
Gonsalves had devoted himself to the fight 
against this disease and to the alleviation 
of the sufferings caused by it ; by his 
charity and his energy he rendered a great 
public service to the Colony during his 
life-time. On behalf of this Council I 
desire to render a tribute of gratitude to 
him and of deep sympathy to his widow 
and relations. 

'rhe provisions of the Public Health 
Ordinance ai·e being brought gradually in
to force and the Central Board of Health 
has met regularly. The Medical Re-organi
sation Committee has just presented its 
report and this will be laid on the table 
during this session, 

PUBLIC WORKS. 
.. 

Roacl Construction. 

The road under construction from mile 
7 4 on the Bartica-Potaro road to the 
Mazaruni river, is nearing completion and 
the terminal facilities at Issano landing 
are now being put up. 

Sea Defences. 

Honourable Members are fully cog
nisa11t of the facts relative to the collapse 
of the new sea wall west of Buxton Village 
and of the consequential measures whic.:h 
it is intended to take. The cost of these 
is being charged against loan funds for 
the time being. Copies of .Mr. Case's 
latest report with a covering minute from 
the Sea Defence Board are already in 
members' hands but a copy will also be 
laid on the table during this session. 
R.ecent expenditure in this locality has
been as follows :-

(i) Construction work (inclu.
ding sheet piling) on Annan
dale-Good Hope section of
wall (now abandoned) ... $ 39,9i8 

(ti) Temporary defences in 
area of (i) 13,795 

(iii) Shoring and sheet-piling
near Buxton Village 1,000 

It is estimated that work under 
(ii) and (iii) above will cost
a further ... $ 30,227 

making a total addition of ... $ 85,000 

to already approved expenditure. 

It was, I think, made clear to the satis
faction of those Members of Council who 
attended the meeting with the consulting 
engineer for sea defences in my office on 
April 17th that an extension of the 
hydrographic survey is a proper step to 
be taken in future sea defence work. 
Coast erosion in British Guiana is set up 
at times when and at places where the sea 
:fl.oor is lowered at the coast line. The action 
causative of this phenomenon, whatever it 
may be, takes place out of sight with the 
result that hitherto every assault on the 
sea defences has been a surprise attack 
which has left no time for protective 
measures. Obviously what is wanted is 
the earliest possible information of the 
enemy's impending movements and this 
can only be obtained by means of constant, 
systematic patrolling by the hydrog1·aphic 
survey staff. 'These things being so I am 
confident that this Council will vote the 
relatively small amount 0£ $5,000 which, 
as the sessional pape1· on the subject 
reveals, needs to be found this year for 
the implementation of this precautionary 
measure. When the vote comes up the 
Honournble the Dit-ector of Public ·works 
will have an opportunity of giving to the 
Council the latest news of the sea defence 
position in the area of which I have been 
speaking. 

GENERAL. 

British Guiana was happy to receive the 
Per·manent Under Secretary of State for 
the Colonies in January last. His atten
tion was invited especially to the water 
problems which affect the fortunes of this 
Colony to a peculiar degree and are so 
peculiarly intractable. I feel confident the 
futu1·e will show that we will have good 
reasons to be grateful not only to Sir John 
Maffey for the unsparing industry with 
which he studied the matters which came 
within his purview but also to Lady 
:Maffey who took a deep interest in our 
social problems and to Mr. Sidebotham 
who investigated many administrative 
questions which time would not allow Sir 
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John l\'.faffey to take in to close con
sideration. 

I cannot close this review without shortly 
referring to three senior officers of Govern
ment whose services the Colony is about 
to lose. The first, in order of time, is Mr. 
W orlledge who has alrnady left the Colony 
on well deserved promotion as Auditor
General of ,Jamaica. During his four years 
in British Guiana, 1\'.Ir. Worlledge won a 
high respect for firmness, fairness and an 
ability, of which one among many valu
able characteristics was strong common 
sense : we wish him well indeed in his new 
sphere. 

The second is Major J.C. Craig, our 
Director of Public Works. After all but 
ten years Major Craig, I am sorry to say, 
has been advised that he is in need of 
complete rest for a while and in those 
circumstances I had no option but to 
accede, however reluctantly, to his request 
to be allowed to retire. As the Members 
of this Council have good reason to know, 
the last five years of his service have 
imposed upon the Director of Public 
,v orks a specially heavy strain, fraught as 
they have been with heavy attacks upon 
the Colony's sea defences and with such 
strenuous episodes as the floods of 1932; 
and that strain has been the greater because 
of the depletion of the department's estab
lishment which financial conditions made 
inevitable in 1931. I know that I shall 
have the whole-hearted agreement of this 
Council in saying that we very deeply 
regret his too early departure and its 
cause, and in tendering to him the grate
ful thanks of the Colony for his unsparing 
labours on its behalf. We wish him many 
years of restored health and happiness in 
retirement. 

_ The third officer whose departure we 
tleplore is one to whom the Members of 
this Council have very often listened-and 
always listened to its own great advantage. 
'l'aken in all Mr. Hector Josephs has 
served this Colony for over twelve 
years, usually as Attorney-General but 
once in the high capacity of Chief Justice. 
His deep a.nd wide knowledge of the law 
alone would have distinguished him in 
any parliamentary gathering: but happily 
for those who have been his hearers 
what has come to them from that gar
nered store has always been graced by a 

natural eloquence, often illumined by a 
sense of humour. It is no reflection upon 
his successor to say that we will miss his 
personality sorely when we meet next 
without him. And what I have said of 
Mr. Josephs in respect of this Council is 
equally true of him in his many-sided life 
outside. Of his value to the Bar of the 
Colony its members will, no doubt, pay 
their tribute in due course: it has been, I 
know, very high. Elsewhere than in 
Council and Court his colleagues, both in 
official and in unofficial affairs, will lose in 
him not only a wise and willing adviser 
but one who has given a very wide and 
practical interpretation to his duty as a 
citizen. We wish him a long and happy 
life in his island home of which at times 
we have heard him speak, and speak with 
deep love. 

Honourable Members, 

I now commend the business of the 
session to your consideration. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

COLONIAL FOREST RESOURCES. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 
Waddington): I am the bearer of the fol
lowing Message from His Excellency the 
Govemor to the Council:-

ME�SAGE No. 12. 

Honourable Mero bers of the Legislative Council, 
I have the honour to invite you to vote a 

sum of $288 (£60) as this Colony's contribution 
- iu respect of the year Hl36-37 towards the _cost

of tlie Colonial Forest Resources Development
Devartme□L established in Loudon in 1935.

2. O□ Lhe 19th of March, 1935, the Secretary
of Stale addresse,l the following despatch to
l-1,e Government of this Colony:-

Downing Htreet, 
19th March, 1935. 

Rir,-I have the honour to inform you that 
I have had under consideration the future 
airangements to be made for the testing and 
marketing of colonial timbers. 

2. The work in connexion with seeking a
market for such timbers, hitherto per
formed by the staff of the Department
of Scientific and Industrial Research
aL tached to the Forest Products Research
Laboratory, is regarded not only as
definitely out�ide the functions of that
Department, but likely, if continued, to
be a source of some embarrassment. It
is considerecl, however, that unless this
wor k and also the work in connexion with
the investigation and development of
production, transport, etc .. in the
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Colonies, etc., can be maintained, the 
testing of colonial timbers, at present 
carried out at the Laboratory, is of little 
oractical l'alue. 

3. 'As a i-esult of such consitleration it has
been decided that while the testing of 
colonial timbers should continue to be 
carried out at the Laboratory, the control 
of the investigation and development of 
sources of supply and of the exploration 
and eucouragemeut of demand for co:ouial 
timber should pass to the Colonial Oi!icP. 
For this purpose a new organiza1 ion will 
be �et np as from the 1st of April, 1935, 

under the Colonial Office, to be known ns tht:
Colonial Forest Resources Develop ·11eo t 
Department. The personnel of this or:;!ani
zation will consist of Major F. ,vi, Oliphant
and Major J. R. Cosgrove, D.S.0., �l.C., 
l.VI.E. I.C. both hitherto serving in r-he 
Laboratory. They will be accommodaterl
with an office in London and supplied 
with the necessary clerical staff. The 
salary of each otlicer will be £1,lOD per 
annum and in the case of Major Oliph<Lnt
an additional allowance of £LOO will he 
paid on acconot of special duties referred
to in the next para!!raph.

4. It is contemplated that Major Oliphant
will be largely occnpied in making tours 
of difiereut Colonial territories with a 
view to investigating their timber
resources and the organization of their 
Forestry Departments for t,he commercial
exploitation of such resources. Wben so 
employed, his salary, subsistence aud
travelling expenses woul,t be chargeable 
to the territory interested, the amount
being refnnded to the United Kingdom 
Go,•ernmeut.

5. Major Cosgrove will be largely respon
sible for the task of keeping in touch with
the timber trade in this country and dis• 
covering the possibilities for tbe market• 
ing of colonial tim hers bere.

6. A� already stated, the work of sampling
and testing colonial timbers will be
<'arried on at the J!'orest Products Re
search Labor11.tory as at present, bnt the 
cost of work performed for the Colonies 
will eventually, it is hoperl, be paid to 
the Laboratory on behalf of the tern
tories concerned. 

7. The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury
have agreed that the general expenses of 
the new organisation may iu the first 
place be borne on the Colonial Services
Vote and they have sanctioned the inclu
sion of a sum not exceeding £5,000 fo1· 
this purpose in tbe est1ruates for 1935-:-16. 
I desire to make it clear, however, tbat I 
reaard it as a definite principle that the 
whole ot the cost of the organization 
should ultimately be lllet by connibu
tions from the Colonies, etc·., with fores
try interests. I appreciate that it is not
possible for some of tbese territories to
make any contribution at preseut; on the 
other hand, it is desiratile that tho;e
territories which are financi�lly in a 
position to make some contribution should
do so from the olltset,. 

8. I shall be glad to know whether you
wonld be preparetl to agree that the

territory under yonr adrninistrati0n should 
contribute to the co,t of the new organi
zation on a lair basis of allocation to be 
decided by me, having reg9,rd to the 
relative importo.nce of forestry in the 
various parts of the Colonial Empire, aud 
the amount of work neriormed for each 
territory by the new Depart-men t, 

I have the honour to be, 
8ir, 

Your Most obedient, hn1nble servant, 
P. CUNLIFl'E-LISTIW.

The Officer Administerini;-
t,he Government of Briti,h Gniana. 

3. On its receipt I c0nsultecl the Executive
Council who advisetl at that tirne tlrn.t while 
it was considered th,1t the request sl!onld be 
accepted in priuciple it did not appear that the 
Colony was io a financial position Lo contribute 
at, the moment: the Secretary of St.ate was so 
informed in Ang,1s t aurl in reµly a rlepatch was 
received recently from him iutimat,ing tbat for 
the fiuancial year l936-37 the total of tbe con
tributions from Colonial Dependencies towards 
tbe cost of the C?lonial Forest l{esonrces Develop. 
meat Department had been put at tbe ralati vely 
small figure of £600 and that of t-his total, he, 
"·ith the consent of the Lords Commissi,mers 
of the 'freasnry, proposed that the share of 
British Guiana should be £60. The Secretary 
of State added that in making this allocation he 
had had regard to the work for the various 
Dependencies which the Colonial Forest 
Hesources Development Department has in 
haud and in prospect for thii forthcoming year. 

4. fu view of r,he improved finaucial ont tnrn
for tl;e year 1935 anti tlle relatively sm 11! 
amount of the proposed contribution the 
Executive Council have now advised it approval. 

G. A. S. NORTHCOTE, 
Governor. 

12th March, 1936. 

MAHAICA-SUPPLY CREDIT BANK. 
Prnfessor DASH (Director of Agricul

ture) : I am the bearer of the following 
Message from His Ex:cellency the Governor 
to the Council :-

MESSAGE No. II. 

Honourable Members of the Legisbtive Council. 
I have the hononr to invite the Council to 

approve the write-off of the sum of $1,178.60 
being the amount of Joan c11,pital ontsLanding 
in respect of Ioaas ml\de to the Mahaica-Supply 
Co-operative Credit Bank. 

Durin6 the years 1919 andl92,J, the share
holders of this Bank em barked on a cane
farming venture on an extensive scale at Pln. 
La Bonne Mere, East Co:1st, Demerara. The 
venture failed and a consirlerable amount of the 
debts proved to be brv:l. Tit� debtors were all 
canefarmP.rs who iiacl received ad vaaces from 
the Bank, and who 1)3.,_\ lost hcal"ily through 



669 Pa21P-r.� Laicl 19 MAY, 1936. Sitpplementary Expendititre 670 

11.dverse weather conditions and the unsuita
bility of the land. Tbe Bauk ceased to function 
in 1923. 

3. The total sum loaned by Govern merit to 
this Bank amounter! to $2,455-$895 in 1917, 
$660 in 1918, and $900 in 1919. Every effort 
bas been made be collect outstanding amounts, 
and a total sum of $1,'276.40 bas been recovP.recl, 
leaving n.n outstanrting balallC8 til $1,178.60 
which is unrecoverable. 

G. A. S. NORTHCOTE, 
Go,•ernor. 

3rd l.\farch, 1936. 

PURE WATER DISTRIBUTION SCHEME. 

Major CRAIG (Director of Public 
Works) : I am the beat·er of the following 
Message from His Excellency the Governor 
to the Council:-

MESSAGE No. 10. 

Honour11ble Members of the Legislative Council, 
It is with great pleasure that I have tile 

honour to invite the Council to approve of the 
accept a nee from the Colonial Uevelopment 
�•und of a further free grau t of £20,000 to 
enable the pure water distribution scheme to he 
continued until l 9:39. 

2. As HononrableMembersare awarq, £L0,0OO
was gr:tnted for this purpose by His M 1tjest_y's 
Government ou the 26th February, 193J, aud 
anotber free grant of £10,000 was made ou tbe 
17th January, 1934. The Secretary of State has 
now informed me that a funller grant of 
£Z0,U00 has been approved. 

G. A. S. NOR TH COTE, 
Uovernor. 

2nd March, 1936. 

PAPERS LAID. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY laid 
on the table the following documents :-

Report of the Surgeon-General for the year 
1934. 

Report of the Colonial Treasurer for the year 
1935. 

Report of the Georgetown Fire Brigade 
for the year 1935. 

Report of tlrn Government Jndt1strial Si:hool, 
Onderueeming, for the year 1935. 

Report on the Transport and Harbours 
Department for the year 1935. 

Report- of the Commissioners of Currency for 
the year 1935. 

Report of the District Commissioner on the 
work of the Rupnnnni District for the year 
1935. 

Report of the Di>trict Commissioner on tile 
work of the Essequebo District for the year 
1935. 

Papers regarding visit of Conservator of 
Forests to Uni1 ed Kiugdom and Continent 
of Europe in connecLion with Colony's 
timber experts. 

Report of the Imperial Forestry Institute 
for the year 1934-1935. 

Sixteenth Annual Heport of the Imperial 
·war Graves Commission.

Statement of Supplementary Expenditure for 
the year 1935, additional to tbat iocluded 
in the Schedules of additional provision for 
the year 193b already passed by the Legis
lative Council. 

Schedule of Ariditional Provision requited to 
meet expenditure in excess of tile estiwate 
for the year 19Ho, for the perio,l 1st 
January to 31st March, 1936. 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS, 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY gave 
notice that at a later stage he would move 
that the Standing Rules and Orders be 
suspended to enable the following Bills to 
be introduced and read the first time:-

A Bill to repeal tbe Institute of Mines and 
.l!'orests Ordinance, Chapter 215. 

A Bill to amend the Audit Department 
Ordinance, Chapter 200, to make provision for 
the appointment of au Assistant Auditor on the 
a.bolition of the post of Chief Clerk, and for pnr.
poses connected Lherewitb.

A Bill to amend tbe Deeds Registry Ordi
nance, Ullapter 174, by making better provision 
with regnrt.i to the effect of sales of immovables 
in execution. 

A Bill to appropriate tbe supplies granted 
in tile last session of the Legislative Council. 

A Bill to allow and cunfirm certain •addi
tional expenditure incurred in the year ended 
thirty-first day of December, 1935. 

A Bill to make special provision for the pay
ment of arrears prior to Nineteen hundred and 
tbirty-six, of annual rates under the Drainage 
and Irrigation Ordinance, Chapter 165, and of 
ad vauces of i nstalmcnts tllereof under the 
Drniuage anri IrrigaLion (Advances KepaymenL) 
o·rdinance, 1932.

A Bill to transfer to the Comptroller of Cus
toms the powers and duties ot tbe Chief Com
ruissary under the Bitters and Cordials Ordi. 
nance, Chapter 109, the Spirits Ordinance, 
Chapter 110, aml tile SLills Ordinance, Chapter 
lll. 

SUPPLEMENTARY EXPENDITURE. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY 
notice of the following motions :-

gave 

THAT this Council approves the expenditure 
in excess of th� provisi:m already made for the 
year 1935, as set forth in the Statement of Sup. 
plementary Expenditure for tile year 1935 ad. 
ditiooal to that included in the :Schedules of 
additional provision for the year 1935, already 
passed by the Legislative Council. 
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THAT this Council approves additional pro. 
vision being made to meet expenditore in exress 
of the provision already made for the year 1936, 
as set fonh in the Schedule of additional pro
vision required to meet expenditure ia excess 
of the Estimate for the year 1936, for the period 
1st J anua.ry to 31st March, 1936. 

COLONIAL FOREST RESOURCES. 

THAT. with reference to Message No. 12 of the 
12r-h of March, 1936, this Council approves a 
contribution of $288 (£60) being made by this 
Colony towards the cost of the Colonial Forest 
Resources Developrqent Department in respect 
of the year 1936-37. 

MAHAICA-SUPPLY CREDIT BANK. 

Professor DASH gave notice of the fol
lowing motion :-

THAT with reierence to Message No, ll of the 
3rd of March, 1936, this Council approves the 
write-off of the snm of $1,178.60 beiag the 
amount of loan capital outstanding in respect of 
loans made to the l\'lahaica-Snpply Co-opera.tire 
Credit Dank. 

Pu1rn WATER DISTRIBUTION SCHEME. 

Majo1· CRAIG gave notice of the follow
ing motion:-

THAT wir,h reference to Messnge No. 10 of 
the 2nd March, 1936, this Council expresses the 
gratitude of the Colouy for the free grant of 
£2ll,0U0 which has been made from tbe Colonial 
Development !<'nod to enable the pure water 
distribution scheme to be continued until 1939, 
and respectfully requests that the Colony's 
tbanks be conveyed to tbe .::iecretary ot i::ltate 
and the Colonial Development Advisory Com. 
mittee. 

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES. 

SALE OF FRESH MEAT. 

Mr. D'AGUIAR gave notice of the fol
lowing questions :-

l. Wba>, is the licence duty for the sale of
fresh meat in the public markets <'i-

(a) Georgetown and New Amste,·dam
(b) elsewhere iu the country districts?

2. Is Government aware that a licence duty
of $S per annum is now being demanded for the 
sale of fresh meat io public markP.ts outside of 
Georgetown and New Amsterdam P 

3. ls it uot desirable, in the interests of
public health, that the sale of !,his article be 
encouraged in public markets wherever 
possible? 

4. If an anomaly exists, would Government
consider amending the Urdinaaee which imposes 
the licence duly referred to in question 2? 

REGISTRATION OF VOTERS. 

Mr. JACO"B gave notice of the following 
qu.estions :-

1. What are the area and population of the_
North Western Electoral District-? 

2. How many persons in the North Western
District are authorised by Gc.vernment to 
receive declarations for the registration of · 
voters P 

3. Is Government satisfied that ·adeqnate
facilities exist for the registration of voters in 
the North Western District? 

4. As now is the time for the registration of
vor-ers has Government Mnt a supply of forms 
to the several Police Stations throughout the 
Colony so that eligible persons may be able to 
obtain forms for placing their names ou the 
.List of Voters for 1937; if not, will Government 
take immediate steps to do the necessary? 

SEA DEFENCE GROYNES. 

I. How many groynes were erected by the
Case Coast Protection Corporation aoct the 
Director of Sea Defences dunog 1916 to lli20 
frc,m Kitty to Plo. Non Pariel, giving the exact 
positiou of each groyn'3, and the kind of 
materials used for the construction of each? 

2. How many of those groynes have been
dismantled, giving the dates of the dismantling 
of each? 

3. What is the length of the groyue at the
entrance to the llemerara River ancl what 
materials were used for its construction P 

4. What is the length of the groyne that
runs northw11,rd of Vissengeu Road at Kitty, 
and what materials were used for its construc
tion? 

5. What is the condition of the foreshore
from Pin. La Boone Intention to Kitty? 

6. Did the Director of Public Works dis
continue the dismantling- of the groyae at Pio. 
Annandale in March or April, 1936; if so, what 
were his reasons for so doing? 

7. Was the groyne at the Mahaic11 creek re.
moved about a few years ago; if so, by whose 
authority was this done? 

8. Is it a fact that Governlllent is surveying
the northern portion of the residential area of 
Buxton and Friendship with the object of pur
chasing tbe land, buildings, etc, so as Lo build a 
new sea wall some distance from the preseot 
wall? 

RICE AND SUGAR. 

1. What quantities of rice and sugar, with
values, were exported during the years 1932, 
1933, 1934, and 1935 and for the three months 
ended March 1936? 

2. \,Vhat quantiles of rice and sugar were ex
ported tor the three months ended March 1935 ? 

3. What quantities of rice a.nd sugar it is esti• ·
mated will be export/ld for the year l936? 

4. Is Government satisfied th11,t the working
of the Rice ( Export Trnde) Ordio"nce, 1935, bus 
been and is beuficial to the rice industry? 

5. ,vhen was Legislative C'ontrol for the ex
portation of rice brought into force? 

6. Did Government appoint a Committee in
1934, consisting of the late Thomas Millard , 
then Colonial Treasuser, Messers. Charles 
Shankland, H. G. Seaford and Profess'lr the 
Hon. J. S. Dash, to make recommendations for 
financial assistance to the rice and minor in
dustries; if so, wi)l Government lay that report 
on the table of the Legislative Council ? 
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7. What acreage of rice was reaped dnrin� the last 5 years, 1931-1935, in Demerara, Berbiceand Essequebo, giving quantity of rice obtainedin each county from the Spring and Autumncrops, each year and crop separately ? 8. What acreage of rice it is estimated wasreaped during the Spring crop of 1936, in Dernerara, Berbice and Essequebo and the riceobtained from these areas? 9. What acreage it is estimated will be plant.ed in Demera.ra, Herbice and Essequebo duringthe Autumn crop of 1936? 10. In accordance with section 17 of the Rice(Export 'frade) Ordinance, 1935, will Govern. ment Jay on th� table of the Legislative Councilat the present ses�ion, a copy of the reporr; of the transaction of the B. G. Rice Marketing Hoard to the lasL day of Febrnary, 1936, together with a full and detailed statement of its receipts and expeuditnre duly audited, also theAuditor's report? 

PETITIONS 

Mr. ELEAZAR laid on the table peti
tions from (i) Marion Gravesande pray
ing for a compassionate allowance or a 
lump sum gmtuity in respect 0£ the ser
vices of her late husband, P.C. No. 3052 
Gravesande; (ii) Jessie Bakker praying for 
a lump sum in respect of the services of 
her late husband, P.C. 2573 Bakker. 

THE Ol:WER OF THE DAY. 

EDUCATION AND SCHOLARSHIPS, 
Mr. JACOB asked the following ques

tions:-
1. Wb1tt was the average cost for 1934 perpupil in British Guiana for Primary Education, ns compA.rerl with Triuiilad, Barbados anc.JJamaica? 2. vYbat is the allowance to a British Guianascholar who bas been awarded the GuianaSi,holarsbip, as compared with a similar scholarfrom Trinidad and Barbados? 
3. Is it a fact that Trinidad offers two Scholarships yearly as compared with one offered byBriLish Guiana? 
TH& COLONIAL SECRETARY replied 

as follows :-
1. The average cost of Primary Education in 1934 per pupil on roll in the schools of the Colonies named below is as follows:-British Guiaua ..... $7 20 Trinidad .... 8 90 or $1.70 more perpupil than in British IJuiana. Barbados ... 8 04 or � .84 more per 11 n pil than in B ritisbGuiana. J ama.ica •.. 5 62 or 31.58 less per1mpil than in British Guiana, 

The figures gh·en for Barbados and Jamaica are in res!JecL of 1933, which are the lat.estfigures available. 2 & :J. The following information received from Barbados am! l'rini,la<I shows the value of the University scholarships awarded by those Colonies as compared with that awarded in British GuianA.:-

Colony. 

Briti�h Guiano .. 
Barbado, 
Trinidi'"l 

No. of Scholarstiips. Value and Tenure.

1 
2 

... 1£900, usua.l period oftennrA 3 or 4 yearP. ... £1.050-£1,110, tenI ure 4 to 6 years. ... £800, usual tenure 4 
I 

year• value m�y be increased to maxi�
· mum of £1,200 a.nd tenure to 6 yearshv the Governor inCouncil. 

Of the 2 Trinidad Scholarships, one is aScience Scliolarship. 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS. 
TaE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 

to move the suspension of th':! Standing 
Rules and Orders to enable the Bills of 
which I have given notice to be read the 
fit·st time. I move the suspension of the 
Standing Orders in order that we may be 
able to proceed with these .Bills on second 
reading to-morrow. I am sure that hon. 
Members would wish that we should pro
ceed with the business of the Council as 
normally as possible, but I assure them 
that there is no intention whatever of 
rushing any of these Bills. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

INRTTTUTU: OF MINES AND FORESTS 
(REPEAL) BILL, 

Tm, COLONIAL SECRETARY: I beg 
to move that "A Bill to repeal the 
Institute of Mines and Forests Ordinance, 
Chapter 215" be read the first time. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the first time. 

Notice was given that at the next meet
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iug of the Council it would be moved that 
the Bill be read the second time. (The 
Colonial Secrntary ) . 

Auol'l' D�;r.urrnrnN'l.' (AnIENDMEN'r) B1LL. 
THE COLO NI i\I, SECRETARY: I beg 

to move th,1t " A Bill to amend the Audit 
Department Ordinance, Chapter 200, to 
rrutlrn provision for the appointment of an 
Assistant Auditor on the abolition of the 
post of Chief Clerk, and for purposes con
nected therewith " be read the first time. 

Mr. DIAS seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the first time. 

Notice was given that at the ne�t meet
ing of the Council it would be moved that 
the Bill be read the second time. (The
Colonial Secretary). 

DEEDS REGISTRY (SALES IN EXECU1'ION) 
BILL. 

TnE ATTORNEY--GENERAL (Mr. 
Hector Josephs): I move that" A Bill 
to amend the Deeds Registry Ordinance, 
Chapter 17 4, by making better provision 
with regard to the effect of sales of 
immovables in execution " be read the first 
time. 

Major BAIN GRAY seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the first time. 

Tm, A'l"l'ORNEY-GENERAL: I give 
notice that at the next meeting of the 
Couadl I shall move that the Bill be read 
the second time. I also give notice that 
when the Bill is in Committee I shall move 
that the following proviso be inserted at 
the end of paragraph (b) of clause 2 :-

ProYided that where the holder of a regis
tered incum brance has consented in writing to 
lh e grant cf a l�n�e, a sale at execution for the 
µurpose of entorciug his rights nuder the in
cuwbraoce shall be •ubject to the lease. 

APPROPRIA'l'ION, BILL. 
Mr. Mc DAVID (Colonial Treasurer): I 

beg to move that" A Bill to appropriate the 
supplies grauterl in the last session of the 

Legisla.tive Couucil" be read the first 
time. 

Major BAIN GRAY seconded. 
Question put, agreed to. 

Bill rea.d the first time. 

Notice was given that a.t a subsequent 
meetiug of the Couucil it would be moved 
that the Bill be read the second time 
(llfr. JfcDavicl). 

SuPPLEMlrnTARY APPROPRIA'rION BILL. 
Mr. Mc DAVID: I beg to move tha.t 

"A Bill to allow and confirm certain addi
tiomL! expenditure incurred in the year 
euded thirty-first day of December, 1935 " 
be re,Ld the first time. 

Major B.AIN GRAY seconded. 

Question put, aud agreed to. 

Bill read the first time. 

Notice was given that at a subsequent 
meeting of the Council it would be moved 
that tbe Bill be read the second time. 
(Jfr. JfcDavid ). 

DRAINAGB AND lRHIGATION (PAYMEN'r OF 
ARREARS) BrLL. 

Mr. Mc DAVID: I beg to move that 
" A Bill to make special provision for the 
payment of arrea1·s prior to nineteen 
hundred aud thirty-six, of annual rates 
under the Dra.inage aud Irrigation· Ordi
nance, Chapter 165, and of advances or 
iusttLlmcnts thereof under the Drainage 
aud Irrigatiou (Adva.nce Repayment) Ordi
nance, 1932" be read the first time. 

lVfajor BAIN GRAY seconded. 

Question put, and a.greed to. 

Bill read the first time, 

Notice was given that at a subsequent 
meeting of the Council it would be moved 
tha.t the Bill be read the second time. 
(Jl1r. 11.fclJavid). 
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SPIRITS (COMPTROLLER OF CUSTOMS 
POWERS) BILL. 

Mr. D'ANDRADE (Comptroller of 
Customs): I beg to move that "A Bill to 
transfer to the Comptroller of Customs 
the powers and duties of the Chief Com
missary under the Bitters and Cordials 
Ordinance, Chapter 109, the Spirits Ordi
uance, Chapter llO, and the Stills Ordi
nance, Chapter lll," be read the first 
time. 

Dr. HENDERSON seconded. 

Question put, and agreed to. 

Bill read the first time. 

Notice was given that at the next meet
ing of the Council it would be moved that 
the Bill be read the second time. (Jllr. 
D'Anclracle). 

The Council adjourned until the follow 
ing day a.t 11 o'clock. 


