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LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. 

Wednesday, 23nl K01•ember, 1932. 

The Council met pursuant to adjourn
ment, His Excellencv tlw Governor, Sm 
EDWARD DENHAM, . K.C.lVLG., K.B.E., 
Pt·C'sirlPnt, in the Chair. 

PRESENT. 

The Hon. the Colonial Secreta1-,, M.r. 
C. DouglaH-Jones, C.M .. G. 

The Hon. the Attonu'y-Genernl, M.r.
Ht>ctor Josephs, ICC., B.A., LL.M.
(C11ntitb.), LL.B. (Lonrl.). 

The Hon. T. T. Smellie (N ominnted 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. Dias, O.B.E. (Nomim1ted 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. T. Millard, C.::VI.G., Colonial 
Treasurer. 

M,1jor the Hon. vV. Bitin Gray, M.A., 
Ph.D. (Edin.), B. Litt. (Oxon.), Director 
of Education. 

The Hon. J. S. DMd1, B.S.A., Director 
of Agriculture. 

The Hon. R. E. Brassington (vVeRtem 
Essequebo). 

The Hon. E. F. Fredericks, LL.B. 
(Essequebo River). 

Major the Hon. J. C. Craig, D.S.O., 
M.E.I.C., Director of Public Works.

The Hon. B. R. Wood, M.A., Dip.
For. (Cantab.), Conservator of Forests. 

The Hon. ,v. A. D'Andmde, Comptroller 
of Customs. 

The Hon. Q. B. De Freitas, lVI.R.C.S. 
(Eng.), L.R.C.P. (Lonrl.), Surgeon-General 
(Acting). 

N. Cannon wn 

The Hon. A. V. Crane, LL.B. (Lond.) 
(Demerara River). 

'l'he Hon. Percy C. Wight, O.B.E. 
(Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. J. Eleazar (Berbice River). 

The Hon. J. Gomu1lveR (Georgetown 
South). 

The Hon. A. E. 8ePr,tm (Eastern 
Demera1·a). 

The Hon. V. A. Pires (North Western 
District). 

The Hon. J. I. De Aguiar (Centnil 
Demernra). 

The Hon. Jung Bahadur Singh (Dem
erar:1-Essequebo ). 

The Hon. G. E. Anderson (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. M. B. G. Austin (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. F. J. Seaford (Nominated 
Unofficial Member). 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (Western 
Berbice). 

lVIINU'l'ES. 

The minutes of the meeting of the 
Council held on the 22nd November, aR 
printed iind circulated, were confirmed. 

PAPER LAID. 
The following document was laid on the 

table:-
Hepo, t of the Uirec1 or of Ed,wation for the 

year 19:ll (Majo1· Bain Gmy). 

UNOFFICIAL NOTICES. 

CHANGE OF VENUE. 

Mr. FREDERICKS gave notice of the 
following motion :-

WHEREAS occasionally there are persons in 
the Maza.runi wbo find it necessary to have the 
a.id of counsel or solicitor but are he.wpPred to 
secure such help by ree.s1Jn of di�t1mce acd 
expense: 

And whereas Bartica ltas a. monthly Court 
which is in the same Judicial District as t-he 
Court in the M�zaruni : 
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Be it .Resolvecl,-That legislation he provided 
by this Coundl whereby a person under process 
to appear in the Conn ·at Mazoruni who can 
bona fide inform the Court that he desires to or 
has sec11rrd legal help in bis case be n.llowed to 
ha,·e his matter transfe•red for hearin� at 
Bartica. 

'L'HE Rw�; lNDus·1·nY. 
Mr. SEERAM gave notice of the follow

ing motion :-
WHEREAS tl:e rice industry of the Colony is 

in a very parlc,us condition ; 
And whereas the1e is much room for improve

ment in the pla11ting, threshini:: and milling of 
padi; 

And whereas it is necessary in the best 
interest of the industry to regulate rice mills; 

And whereas many rice-fa1mers who are 
tenants have no security of tenurd in respect to 
rice lands they have prepared at considerable 
expense: 

Be 'it Resofred,-That Government he respect
fully asked to appoint a Committee to investi• 
gate all important matters affecting the industry 
with the view of reportin)!' to Government the 
best measures that should be adopted to assist, 
Improve and develop the industry. 

MAHAICONY MEDICAL OFFICER, 

Mr. SEERAM gave notice of the follow
ing questions :-

1. What are the terms of the employment of
the Medical Officer of the Mnhaicony District? 
If io writing will the Government lay on the 
table a copy of such terms? 

2, Give & copy of t,he scale of fees charged
{£•) By the past Medical Officers of the dis• 

trict. 
(b) l'be present officer, and
(cl That charged by Medical Officers of other

districts in the Colony. 
3. Whn.t travelling nllowance, if any, is paid

to the present Medical Officer of the Mahaicony 
District? How much was paid to bis prede
cessor? What amount is paid to Medical Officers 
of other districts? 

4, How many times in a week is the present 
Medical Officer of the Mabaicony District 
required to visit his district? How many' times 
hiP. predecessor visited same? How many times 
other Medi�al Officers of other districts visit 
their district? 

5. Is the present Medical Officer of the
Mahaicony District required to visit the 
Mahaicony Creek? Was his predecessor at any 
time required to visit the Creek? If so how 
much travelling allowance was given to him? 

6. How much saving has been effected in this
district by subsidising the present Medical 
Officer of the district ? 

7. Is Government satisfied that the scheme is 
a success? 

BRITISH GUIANA SCHOLARSHIP, 
l On what basis is the Brit-ish Guiana

Schol�rship awarded.? Is it on the basis of the 

hi�hest average percentage of marks of all thu 
suojects taken or is it on the basis of the high•
est total number of marks of all the subjects 
taken P 

2, Is there a minimum and a maximum nnm• 
her of subjects that a caudidate can take to 
qualify for the schola,·�hiv? 

3. lf so what a.re the numbers?
4, "\Vas the award last year made on the same

basis as ·that made ti, is year ? 
5, Give � list showing-
(a) The names of the candidates who took

the scholarship examination for tbis year, 
(b) The total number of subjects taken by

each candidate. 
{c) The total number of marks of all subjects 

taken for each candidate, 
{d) The total avernge percentage of marks of 

all s11bject,s taken for each candidate. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

CUS'l'OMS DU'l'!ES BILL. 
The Council t'ei;umed the debate on the 

second reading of " A Bill further to 
amend the Customs Duties Ordinance, 
Ch11pte1· 34, with respect to the rates of 
duty on e;ertain articles," 

M1·, Di,:AGUIAR: Lest the remarks I 
am about to make on this Bill be misun
der;;toocl, I desire to say ,tt the beginning 
that I am body and soul for preferential 
treatment within the Empire, but the Bill 
before the House requires a good deal of 
examination, especi11lly when it !ms been 
said on several occasions that w far as we 
are concerned this Colony is gi\'ing more 
than it is receiving. The Colonial Secrn
tary yesterd11y was good enough to give us 
the history of preference within the Empire, 
but I think he made 1111 error when he did not 
refer to the experience this Colo11y has lmd 
with the 1925 Canada-West Indies Treaty. 
One would expee;t Government, as the 
result of the expel'iene;e of that Treaty, not 
to e;ommit etTors of the same kind. 
Under the 1'1·eaty e;ertain preferences were 
given to Canada which even at the present 
dtty it has not been ,ible to enjoy. A 
specifie; preference wm; given on pickled 

· meats, and beef imported from Great
Britain has been enjoying th,it p1·eference,
whereas the origin of tlrn,t beef is the
Argentine, a foreign source. The1·e arn
othet' items that need examination, but I
propose only to deal with the items under
discussion. I shall not delay the House
o'-ii brandy because there is very little
brandy coming in from Empire sources,
and thereforn the preference on th11t item
amounts to ve1·y little, With re�ard to
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tobacco the new rates pl'oposed al'e $2.10 
on cigiu·ettes manufactured in the Bl'ithih 
Empire entirely from Empire g1·own 
tobacco and $2.47 on cigarettes rrmnufac. 
tured from foreign tobacco. That is 37 
cents above the present rate paid on 
tobacco and with the surtax the preference 
would approximately be 28. per lb. Trini
dad has given a pref sl'ence of 2s. but has 
dealt with the matter from an entirely 
different angle. At the present time 90 
per cent. of the tobacco that comes into 
this country, either in the form of m,mu
factur·ed tobacco or cigarettes, is from 
foreign sources. The immPdiate effect of 
this Bill will therefore be that the price 
of cig,uettes and tobacco will advance 2s. 
per lb.-a not infinitesimal ,tmount as the 
Colonial Secr·eta1·y said yesterday afte,·
noon. In short, the ,wernge smoker will 
not be able to get a cigarette for it cent. 

cigarettes. It will be said in 1·eply 
that some cigarettes that come into the 
Colony at the present time contain a per
cent,tge of Empire gl'Own tobacco, but I 
do not think the otticer would be able to 
say what is the percentage of Empire 
tobacco in any of the cigarettes now 
imported. In any event the duty on 
cigarettes will immediately advance, and 
failing any pronouncement from Govern
ment that this money is required for any 
purpose whatever, I shall be unable to 
suppol't this item. 

I turn now to wine. Sparkling wine at 
present pays $1.80 per gallon undel' the 
preferential and $2.25 under the general 
titl'iff; it is now proposed to reduce the 
duty under the preferential tariff to $1.32 
and to leave the general tariff ,tt $2.25 per 
gallon. I do not know where the prefer
ence comes in as pmcti(;ally 100 per cent. 
of the wine comes from foreign sources. 

The import duty on cigarette,,; withi_n My remarks on tlrnt item also apply to 
recent years has been_ so ,tdv,trwed �hat it 'item (2). Item (3) is where the shoe 
has now·reached it pomt whet·e auy further pinches. Still wine in bulk m1d containing 
t,txation will m,tterially ,Llfe(;t the retail not more than 30 per cent. of proof spirit 
price. This taxation then will increase it is proposed shall be liable to a duty of 
the price of cigarettes by one cent per 60 per cent. under the preferential and 88 
packet and manufactured tob,tcco by thl'ee cents under the genernl ta1·iff. The prns
cents per oz. Another Colony also agreed ent rates are 60 and 75 cents respectively. 
to give a preference of 2s. on Empire It is proposed to increase the du.ty on 
grown tobacco, but they also approach�d Tarragona wine, which is used by the 
it from a different angle. Ou1· duty 1s poor people, from 7 5 to 88 cents. Very 
$2.10 per lb. with a surta.x of 30 cents. few packages of this wine come from 
In the Colony refened to the rnte was Great Britain, an<= I should like to trace 
$2.52 preferential and $3.12 gener�l with_ a the origin of some of the wines that come 
surtax of 10 per cent. In amendmg then· from Great Britain. A certain commo
rntes they made tobacco mmrnfactured in dity that was shipped to this and other 
the British Empire entirely from foreign Colonies with a British certificate of 
grown tobacco 13s. per lb. and gave the origin as coming from Sing,tpore was 
preference to tobacco manufactured in �he proved to be not from Singapore but from 
British Empire entirely from Empire forei.,.n sources, and if the question is 
sources, both subject to a reduction of a investigated it would also be found that 
penny pet· lb. for each 5 per cent. of other· wines come from foreign sources. 
Empire grown tobacco used in ble�d!ng. vVhen you incl'ease the duty on still wine 
That is an enirely different propos1ti?n. by 13 cents per gallon under the general 
'l'hat Government instead of compellmg .tariff you are not giving a preference but 
people immediately to tun� to Empire increasing the cost to the consumer. If 
grown tobacco were encouragmg them to it is intended to give a preference bring 
smoke it gradually until they became acc�s- down the preferential rate and not earry 
tamed to Empire grown tob,tcco and gettmg up the general rate when it is known that 
the benefit of the duty. I thiuk it will take all the stuff come;; from fol'eign sources. 
us many years to use cigarettes ma11ufac- _ tul'ed entirely from Empire g1·ow'.1 tobacco... With boots and shoe� of rubber and
Automaticitlly the revenue of tins Colony canvas boots �nd s_hoes :vith �-u_bber sol�s
will benefit by $75,000 if the proposed Government tinrls t�self m a J1lficult post
duties are a.,.reed to. I do not think it tion. It has to give a prefol'ence of ls. 
is the intention of Govemment to make per pair-. This item is now under the. ad 
people pay more for thefr tobacco and valorem tariff and to give the prnference 
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Government has to remove it to the 
specific schedule. _ I am not going to 
question the morality of that procedure 
but there seems to me to be something 
wrong. The proposal is iniquitous and 
other means should be devised to give the 
preference. It is a preference of 1 s. per 
pair on shoes shipped to this country from 
Singapore from which we do not get one 
penny in return. The consequence is that 
local workmen are unable to earn a living 
by half-soling these shoes. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Mr. 
Douglas-Jones): Does that apply to 
Japenese shoes too? 

::VIr. DE AGUIAR: Yes. Due no doubt 
to the present abnormal rnte of exchange, 
the price of rubber shoes from Canada are 
unable to compete with the Japanese shoes. 
The average price in 1932 for Japanese 
shoes wa,s round 30 cents per pair and for 
shoes from Singapore 35 cents. We am 
going to give ls .. preference on those shoes. 
Babie8' shoes that cost ls. per pair a,re 
going to pay 3d. duty a,nd shoes tha,t cost 
8s. or 10s. will also pay 3d. The item 
rightly belongs to the ad va,lorem schedule 
and if the price goes up Government 
will benefit. I come now to clause 4, 
which pl'ovides that the duties levi,tble 
under the provisions of this Bill shall not 
apply to any shipments which are shown 
by bill of lading to have been consigned to 
this Colony on or before the 12th October. 
This clause is intended to ovenide previous 
legi8lation and in effect s,tys tlmt these 
dut,ies must be levied immediatelv. It 
is to meet shipments which were.afloat 
from the East, ,md very reasonably so, but 
it also a,pplies to brandy, tobacco, wood 
and timber. All tobacco in bond shipped 
after the 12th October will have to pay 

. this increa,secl duty, even stocks taken out 
of bond Ja,st week, for the reason that the 
bill of htding was dated subsequent to the 
12th October. If we make provision for 
shoes from Singapore we should also make 
similar provision for toba,cco, wines and 
bmncly tlrnt a1.Tived this morning from 
Engbnd by the " Ina,ncla." Thi:; Bill needs 
to he sent back whence it came. 

Mr. SEAFORD : I rlo not pl'opose ,Lt 
this stage to go into a,ny minute details on 
the .proposed preference but would like 
rather to deal with the Bill as a whole. 
There j,1 no doubt tha.t with a Bill Ruch tts 

this it is quite impossible to keep senti
ment out of one's mind. °\Ve in this coun
try are member�, however ,;mall, of a big 
family of Masons-the British Empire
and from that point of view we must con
sider the Empire as a whole. This Bill is 
the outcome of a Conference which was 
held a,t Ottaw,i. That Conference met 
under the very best ituspices. There met 
there all the big brothers of the Empire 
with no idea of bickering, or greed or get
ting more thttn was just and fai1·. It was 
the benefit of the Empire that everyone 
was considering. At the same time there 
never has been harde1· ba1·gaining than took 
place at this Conference a,nd by some of 
the most capable men of the Empire. 
That was on.ly natural because self-pre
servation is the first instinct of man
kind. °\Vhen we look at this Bill and see 
what we are asked to give we are bound 
to ask: °\Vhat are we going to get in 
return? vVe are not doing it from any 
petty feeling but only want to get fair 
treatment. I ha,d hoped to hear more from 
Government on that score. The Bill shows 
us what is 011 the debit side but it does 
not tell us very much of wha,t is on the 
credit :;ide. I ,Lm bound to admit that 
I do not see very much benefit to the 
Colony as far as h,u·d cash is concerned. 
Vv e are asked to give increased benefit. Is 
that to be in the form of 1Ln a,greement, 
mid, if so, for how long? °\Ve do not know 
if it is for one, two, five or ten years. 
°\Ve kuow there will be ,i preference on 
tomatoes and citrus fruit, but I am afraid 
it will not help us much. lf the a,greement 
is to be for four or five years I do not 
think that is long enough to build up an 
industry. 

The next point is that I am not clear 
whether these preferences are based on the 
prE:'sent value of the pound. If they are 
b,tsed on the present v,ilue what is going 
to happen when the pound gets back to 
par value? Are we going to be asked to 
increase these preforences so as to make 
good that difference? If they are b;i.sed 
on the p<LL· value of the pound then we 
might hold them over until th<: pound 
reaches pa1·. Unfortunately, no one at 
present C>LII say when that will be. 
From a business point of view of a h,Lrd 
and fast bargain, I do not think this Colony 
is justified in giving greater preferences. 
This Colony has been giving in the past 
very much more than any of the other 
ColonieR. We have been giving to the 
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Empire big preferences and have had noth
ing in return. When we are asked to give 
more what we have given in the p,tst 
should have been put in the balances and 
weighed. I have not the figures of the 
other Colonies to know wh,tt incre,tse they 
are giving, therefore I cannot tell how om· 
ne,v preferences will compare with thcii
own calculated on the percentage value of 
the goods. vVe have to consider what 
good are these preferences we ,tre asked to 
give. It is no good increasing prices of 
goods beyond the purchasing power of the 
people as not only will the country giving 
the preference suffer but this Govemment 
will loHe revenue. That i,; a point that 
:;hould be carefully considered. I do not 

· think anything said. now C!Lll be t,tken
as a lack of patriotism. I believe this
Colony is as patriotic as any other
and always will be, but we h,tve been
giving a lot in the p,tst anrl I do not think
enough has been made of that fact. Our
imports of British origin amount to 80
per cent. of the total imports, Trinidad is
under 60 per cent., ,md Barbados is nearly
70 per cent. It shows the degree of pre
ference we h,we been giving, and with Ba1·
bados giving only half the preference we
itre giving makes one feel that better
adjustments :,hould be made in the prefer
ences we are giving.

I do not think the preference on brandy 
is going to d.o anyone any good. It seems 
to be a little window dressing. Tobacco 
has been dealt with bv the hon. Member 
for Central Demerarn a�d I 'do not intend 
to touch on th,tt, P.xcept to ask what coun
try is going to benefit by the preference. 
Is it Rhodesia, or what courltry? If it is 
Rhodesia, what is Rhodesi,L going to give 
us? ·wine has been dealt with. As regarrls 
wood and timber, I do not see wha,t bene
fit is going to a.ccrue by the preference. 
A builder is not going to give up using 
pitch-pine. Can,tdian pine is not to be 
compared with it. If I ca.n be told th,tt 
local wood can be compitred with pitch
pine I would be in favour of the prefer
ence ; but I do not think the increased 
preference will benefit any P" rt of the 
Empire. V..'e have been promised a pref
erence by Australia on rum. vVe should 
know under wha.t conditions we are going 
to be ,tllowed to export our goods. A 
preference is of no benefit if there are 
other difficulties in the way. As regards 
boots imd shoes, as far as I can see, the 

only place to benefit is Singapore. 
Hosiery T have heard described as a 
luxury. With the proposal in clause 4 
I do not agree. I realise that duties are 
made retrospective where Government 
desires to increase revenue, but I under
stand it is not the intention of Govern
ment to increasf' revenue but to benefit 
the Empire. If the date is altered from 
October to November or December it can 
do no harm. I do not think this is 
the principle in the Mother Country 
where they gave a preference. In 'the 
United Kingdom they. said that after a 
certa.in date they proposed to levy such 
and such a duty, and I do not think we 
can follow a better example. I ask 
Government therefore to reconsider the 
question of fixing the date. Putting aside 
the minor points which I do not like, and 
considering the matter from a broad and 
an Empire point of view, I do not think 
we have any option but to agree to these 
proposa.b. If we are to ,tgree to them it 
is better to do so in a free and large
hearted manner rather than in any carping 
spirit, but I hope any criticisms or sug
gestions made will not be taken to mean 
in any sense that we do not desire to 
assist the"Empit-e. 

Mr. ELEAZAR: I desire to emphasise'; 
where possible, nearly everything that has 
heen said by the h1st speaker. I want to 
reiterate tl;e hope that anything said 
around this table will not carry the impu
tation tha.t one desires to be in any way 
disloval. vVe are second to none in our 
loyalty to the British Government, but we 
are asked to increase preferences in order 
to benefit other countries than British 
Guiana '.l'here is nothing on the face of 
this Bill which it can be trulv sa,id will 
benefit this Colony one half-penny. The 
idea is that we are in good company and 
must pay for it. "\Vhen we ar·e speaking 
of increasing preferences we cannot blind 
ourselves to the purchasing power of the 
l:Om111unity. vVe are imposing duties 
which must incrnase the cost of goods to 
the consumer in order to benefit Empire 
countries. If you t,Lx necessaries of life 
there will be very much less to spend on 
luxuries. I look upon brnndy as well as 
tobacco as a luxut·y. If you tax them out 
of existence it does not interfere with me at 
all, but one must lrnve ,L word to say in 
favour of those who use them if you are 
t,1xing them merely for the pu1·pose o 
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helping people better off than themselves. 
When it comes to rubber shoel:I I ask Gov
ernment to consider whether it is not 
possible to relieve the community of this 
increased taxation. 1'he majority of the 
masses wear these shoes not from choice 
but because they are cheap. We have not 
benefited at all by our preference to 
Canada. We might have benefited if we 
had goods to send to them, but all we get 
is a. preference on our sugar. It would 
have been a good thing if we had goods to 
exchange, but we have not got the goo�ls. 
Until we can have many more expo1·ts to 
other countl'ies we are doing ourselves no 
good by saying that we are in the Empire 
and ought to give a preference. It is not 
justice to ourselves. I thought I would 
have heard very much more from the mer
chants. They always speak about the 
lawyers 11nd complain that the Council is 
overrun by lawyers. Here is a clmnce for 
the merchants to give us their views. I 
do not think we should increase the price 
of hosiery. People who use these articles 
are those who have to keep up a decent 
appearance. 

Tm; COLONIAL SECRETARY: lt 
wa,s shown ye:sterday as rega.rds artificia.l 
silk stouking:s tha.t they a.11 come from the 
United Kingdom and will not be a.ffected 
at all. 

Mr. ELEAZAR : I am pleased to hear 
that. '\Vha.t I am t:'nde,wouring to point 
out is that Government should do every
thing to lower the ra.tes on goods on which 
higher duties are paid th,Ln elsewhere. It 
has been ,:mid tluLt Government has been 
ordered to put on the 2-l- cents duty on 
rubber shoes. If we cannot help oun;elves 
the shilling will have to be put 011, but if 
Government can shift it on some other 
article one would be pleased. Speaking 
generally, I hope Government will give the 
Bill every consideration, because most of 
us here are not au jait with matters com
mercial to know where the shoe pinche:;. 
What we do know is that the increasing 
of the preferences will be reflected in the 
prices to the consumer. The preference 
on wood will not be misplaced if it would 
have the effect of keeping wood out of our 
import list and cause people to use more 
of the local woods. Our forest will develop 
and the Forest Department will then have 
something to do. If for no other reason I 
\velcome it. 

Mr. CANNON : I do not know why 
our loyalty ha.s been brought before this 
Assembly because, I take it, all of us are 
loyal and hope always to continue to be 
loyal, but there is no good closing our 
eyes to facts. There is no doubt that this 
preferential method of dealing with our 
affairs has been the curse of this country. 
It has been the curse and it remains the 
curse up to the present day. I tLlll satis
fied that all the troubles that have come 
upon us are due to that unfortunate 
Agreement that was entered into with the 
Dominion of Cana.da. I am satisfied that 
this country has benefited nothing. The 
planters a.re quite capable of saying to 
what extent thev have benefited. I would 
like to know that not only the planters 
have benefitrd by the Agreement but the 
people of the country as a whole. But, 
alas, thtLt is not the position. I have 
endea.voured to point out for some con
siderable time tha.t this Colony is sacrifiu
ing its revenues for the purpose of that 
useless Agreement, and until Goven1ment 
realise the position and take such steps 
tLs will prevent a continuance of that 
method HO long shall we be at tlm it1e1·cy 
of the doles which are showered at us 
fi-om time to time. I :mbmit that were 
we to collect what we are entitled to 
collect a:s legitimate duties on articles that 
come to this Colony, and with a modified 
form of Government, there would be no 
necessity for us to be a drain on the Brit
ish ta.xpayer its we are to-day. If I stand 
alone my vote will be reuorded against 
this Bill. Time only will prove that there 
is something in what I am saying, and 
something th,Lt must. be attended to to 
siLve this country from absolute ruin. 

It has been said by Your Excellency 
an<l other speakers that we have benefited 
quite a·lot by the gmnts that have been 
showered upon us, but every pound we 
receive puts a pouu<l greate1· on our exist.
ence. It makes it so much more difficult 
for us to rid ourselves of thi8 enormous 
burden. Thi:; Bill suggests the imposition 
of a further tiLx ou the w1fortunate poo1· 
people of this country where their shoes 
are concerned. To impose a further tax 
011 the partiuuhu· class of people who make 
use of these shoe:; i:; wicked, and we should 
pause for fear tlmt it will be realised by 
those people that they a.re not being cared 
for i11 the way they ought to be. I have 
heard it sa_id that we must fall into line 
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and support the Empire .. I think it would 
be better to put our own house in orcler 
before we look to i;upport the Empire. If 
we were helping the Mother Countr.v, who 
tire helping us with their dole.�, I would 
ha,,e no objection, but we are ht>lping pt>ople 
who are taking idl they CfHI from us and 
giving us nothing in return. There is no 
sense in increasing thP duty on lumbf'r for 
the simplP rf'ason that thPrP :i1·e cPrtain 
building opPrntions in wl1ich our local 
woods cannot take the place of imported 
pitchpine. That means that the unfor
tunate people who have to use pit.chpinP 
will have to p!ty more for it. I do not 
wish to say anything about my good friend 
the Conservator of Forests. He hopPs to 
provide wood to take the place of imported 
wood, but I foa.r tlmt by tho time he finishef! 
with his experiment-s he will be promoted. 

Mr. CRANE : I refrained fro1n inter
posing in this debate until a number. of my 
colleagues had been given a, full opportunity 
of making their own observations. I do 
not propose to attempt any detailed con
sideration of this matter with a view of 
showing how the new proposal is going to 
work in practice. I propose to leave that 
to those who!!e business it is in everyday 
life to work out those matterti. But 
involved in this question a1·e other very 
serious questions connected with the 
representation of this Colony, not only 
at the Ottawa Conference but at all Empire 
Conferences which 1·esult in changes in our 
litws, in our tariff system and in our social 
arrangements. Nor am I going to claim 
that anything I say should not be 1·eg11rded 
as being unp11,triotic. That must be taken 
for granted. Dr. Johnson says it is the 
last refuge of a scoundrel. I think tlmt if 
we h11,ve met here to discuss the que,tion 
of tariff arrangement we must discuss it 
from the business end and d1·op all senti
ment, whether that sentiment is sentiment 
of 1oyalty or qf patriotism, We must 
dis.cuss it from the point of view of what 
we get, what we give, and we must he hard
headed businessmen. The principle involved 
is a serious one. This Colony was not 
consulted, as far as this Council is 11ware, 
on what were its desires or what it con
sidered its necessities in connection with 
the Ottawa Conference, as a 1·esult of which 
these legislative changes are being made. 
If this Colony were consulted then Gov
ernment kept that information to them
selves ancl never divulged it to thiii Council, 

I 

My co mphtint is that the Secretary of 
State, highly placed as he is, was not 
qualified to represent this Colony at such 
an impo1·tunt Conference (He11r, hear). 
It was not a question merely of bare 
representation. It W!LS a question which 
involved intimitte details and knowledge 
of the Colony's fiscal condition, its business 
ramifications, the tendencies of its popula
tion, what it buys and �ells, imd the 
country with whieh it could best deal. I 
sa.y with ,Lll due deference to that high 
official that he was not competent to deal 
with these intimate matters with the con
siderntion from which we could get a 
fair deal from that Conference. I will 
be told that there are permanent officials 
who accompanied him and carried 
with them all the information that 
was required. But do these permanent 
oJ:licfals kuow British Guiana. and its needs 
except from what they gather from !!Crappy 
information conveyed to them from time to 
time? The men who should have repre
sented Bt·itish Guiana 11,t a Conference of 
that sort are businessmen of proved ability 
from this community, and I am sure some
one could have been found who has an 
intimate knowledge of this couutry. 

THE COLONIAL SECRETARY: I 
remind the hon. Member that Sir Edward 
Davson was one of the Secretary of State's 
chief advisers. 

]\fr. CRANE: Yes. Sir Edward Davson 
has had a very long connection with the 
Colony, but Sir Edward has not lived in 
this community, recently at least, for a 
suflicient length of time to enable him to 
grapple with its ui·gent needs. I make 
that statement with no intention to -cast 
any aspersion on that gentleman, who has 
rnndered viLlmtble assistance to British 
Guiana and the \Vest Indies as a whole. 
That void could have been supplied by Sir 
Alfred Sherlock who is here every now 
and then and knows actual conditions in 
the Colony. But you could have got men 
from \Vater Street and elsewhei·e in the 
Colony who could have gone as advisers, 
if nothing el�e, 1md it would have been 
more docent if this Colony had been asked 
to send advisers, if not representatives, to 
accompany the Secretary of State to 
Ottawa in orde1· to represent our needs. 
If Government want to make out a case 
that the case of this Colony was fairly put 
by the Secl'etary of St�te let them satisfy 
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this Council that the Secretnry of State 
made representntions at the Confo1·ence 
for tl preference on B1·itish Guiana. rice. 
I challenge nnyone in this House who sets 
himself the t,tsk of defendiag this unwar
ranted position to say th:1t such repre
sentation was made. \Vas it represented 
at O.ttawa that British Guiana rice should 
be given a preference, a11rl ,L substnntial 
preference? If it were represented what 
was the result? Despite all that the Colo
nial Secretn,ry told us yesterday about 
Empire preference against Free Trade and 
about Zqllvereins and combinations of the 
kind, it does not catTy this matter one. 
step further. 

We are concerned in ,1 trade agreement 
from which each one gets the best con
sideration for what he gives. What is 
British Guiana to give? We find a long 
list of articles on which British Guiana is 
to give a preference. But what is British 
Guiana to get? There are only one or two 
items that British Guiana cu.n export and 
upon these no substantiu.l or any prefer
ence is given. I agree with those :Members 
who say that we are giving a preference 
to Sing11pore and other conuLries which 
want nothing we have to export. But we 
must put our population to the expeuse of 
paying more for their goods. In the case 
of war, famine and pestilence all members 
of the great British Empire exercise the 
virtue called sentiment, but when it comes 
to trade which is a matter between indivi
duals and should be interfered with by the 
State as little as possible-it is businei:;s 
and no Empire consideration i:;houl<l put a 
country in the position of giving where it 
gets nothing in return. vVe m,ty be told 
that we get a preference on sugar. vVe 
would have got that preference from Great 
Britain whether we had the Ottaw,t Con
ference 01· not. We got tlmt preference 
from Great Britain before the Ottawa 
Conference and we got a preference from 
Canada under the Trade Ag1·e<iment which 
is still in force. If the Ottaw,i Confer
ence had not been held our position would 
have been unchanged as rega,rds sugitr. 
Wha,t other commodities do we export to 
1�ny Empire source commenst1nite with 
the benefit we forego? It is 1111 cl'fidit on 
the one side and debit 011 the othe1·. 
We1·e it not for the benefit that the great 
Dominions will obtain from the present 
arrangement, wo�ld either one of them 
have been induced; to join this combina,, 

tion? DoeR a,nyone assert that they can be 
coerced into any 1uTaugement by which 
they coukl not benefit? If there is anyone 
i:;o msh I only ask him to remember the 
Statute of Westminste1·, 1931. Great 
Britain itnd the Dominions are free autono
mous coromunitie!:! in no w,w subordinate 
to each other, although bouri'd together by 
loyalty to the Crown.· My complaint is 
tlmt thrflc Crown Colonies should br told 
thiit whether it suits them or not, or 
whtther they gain anything from the 
arrangement or not, the oflieiah will pass 
it through the Legislat.i ve Council. That 
is a state of alfairs I shall protest against 
in or out of this Assembly. I contend that 
our peculiar problems should be represented 
by special representatives who know these 
problems. 

As regttrds the increu.sed duty on 
tubacco used in the manufacture of cigar
e ttes, it is well known that most of this 
tobacco is foreign grown tobacco. As far 
,ts I am ,1ware there is no considerable 
quantity of tobacco grown within the 
Empire, and the bulk of the supplies of 
British tobacco iis manufactured from rnw 
m,iterjal from foreign >1ourccs. 'l'he diffe1·
ence between the present duty of $2.10 and 
)\;2.47 plus the Hu1·t1ix must tlwrefore be 
regarded as 48 cents per lb. Is this legis
lation in pursuance of the Empire Agree
ment, or is it an attempt to rnke in some 
incren.sed revenue? It is estimated that 
the increased dut.y is goiug to produce 
additionttl revenue of $75,000. Is this a .. 
revenue collectiug measure or one to give 
effect to the Empire Agreement? Or is it 
both? Government should h,we been frank 
and told us "'\Vhile we are going to give 
effect to this Empire Agreement we are 
going to drnw $75,000 out of the people of 
the Colony." Let Govemment deny that 
it does not mean an increase of $75,000 in 
tu.xatiou. We wern told by Your Excel
lency in yom· Address that although you 
were umtble to recommen'rl any reduction 
in tax,1tion there would be no increase of 
taxation. I respectfully submit th,it Gov 
emrucnt 111·e not giving t'ffect to your very 
hiudable dei:;ire not to increase the bunlens 
of the community .. To s1ty that there will 
be HO i11creuSt> in titx,ttion and then in 
giving effect to the Agreement rake in 
$75,000 is not phiying the game. In view 
of the representations which have been 
made I think it is a mittter for t.he con. 
sideration of Government whether thii; 
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increased taxation should be allowed to 
stand. I know very little about spirits, 
wood and tiruber ; but I know that the 
shoes affected al'e largely used by children 
at school. I should like to know whether 
it is correct that impose whatever pre
ference you like the net result is going to 
be that Empire goods are going to be 
dearer than foreign goorls. Foreign goods 
will be bought nevertheless. Doesn't that 
beiir me out that your representatives 
were not competent to deal with the case? 
If foreign goods will continue to be 
cheaper than Empire goods the position 
will be the same as if the Conference had 
not been held at all. I ask before this 
measure is passed tha,t we should know 
exactly what is going to be the position. 
The mover did not tell us what is going to 
be the position four, five or six.years hence. 
Is this to be a perpetu,il atTangement ? 
Surely we should not be committed to an 
indefinite state of things. The Canadian 
Agreement is for a definite period and we 
know what are the benefits. 

Mr. WOOD (Conservator of Forests) : 
I am rising on the question which con
cerns the duties on wood and timber. I 
suffered a slight disappointment from what 
Mr. Seaford said be€ause I am now hand
ling sutlicient wood and timber to keep the 
Director of Public Works supplied, and I 
do not want to ha,ve any argument with 
him ovet· materials as I hope to sell him 
some shortlv. I think wood and timber 
can be considered from a slightly different 
point of view perha,ps to most of the other 
items, because in this Bill we see more or 
less the effect of what we are going to give 
rather than what we ar:e going to receive, 
because the Bill deals almost entirely 
with goods which are not produced in the 
Colony but which are imported from 
outside. In the case of wood and timber, 
on the other hand, we are in a different 
position because if one takes the 
figures over a series of year·s-and the 
tendency has been increasing of late years 
-it will be found that of wood and tim
ber we on the whole export more than we
import. If Canada wish to obtain a mar
ket for their Douglas Fir in this Colony
in competition with the same type of
wood-pitchpine, which also comes from
abroad-they are giving us the same
opportunity of trying to get our hard
woods into their country in competition
with the American hardwoods which

they import at present. Undet· these 
circumstances we have on the whole got 
rather the better of the bargain. If it 
involves an increase, as it does, of the 
price of pitchpine I think it is worth 
while. If the quality of Douglas Fir 
which is going to be sent is going to be 
like two shipm�nts of which I have per
sonal knowledge, then there will be an 
increased opportunity for Colony woods 
to take the place both of Douglas Fir and 
pitchpi.ne. The shipment of Douglas Fir 
that came here was very bad and went to 
powder and it would nevet· have got into 
any soft wood classific.:1,tion. What I 
would like to point out is that whether it 
is pitchpine, Douglas Fir or any soft wood 
I know of, it is still going to be attacked 
by wood-ants when it comes to this· 
Colony. That is a difficulty which cannot 
be overcome. These duties and the duty 
put on in England of ls. per cubic foot on 
foreign timber dovetail with the attempt 
which the Forest Depal'tment is going to 
make to show that local woods can be 
<,easoned for use in competition with 
woods imported and in competition with 
woods that go to other countries from

elsewhere. 

The Council adjourned for the luncheon 
recess. 

Mr. WOOD (.resuming) : When the 
House adjour·ned I was elaborating the 
argument that it would be a good thing 
for us to give a cet·tain preference on 
Canadian wood and timber because we 
were likely to do better with the pr·efer
ence in Canada proportionately than they 
would be doing from us, but there would 
appear to be some doubt whether a prefer
ence on our hardwoods in Canada has been 
grnnted. I think from the correspon
dence it is pretty certain that such a pre
ference has been given. It has been given, 
in regard to the United Kingdom to the 
extent of ls. per cubic foot, That is a 
high preference. I think it came under the 
general mass of ad vulorem produce which 
can g'o into Canada under the preference, 
but I am doubtful whether that is the case. 
However, I do not propose to alter my 
argument in respect of that fact. If the 
preference has not been granted we are 
ready to take it up at once and it gives us 
a very strong case to claim that reciprocity. 
If it has not been granted I think the 
reason is that Canada has not been an 
importer of the woods from the Empire in 



117 Cnstoms Dnt-ics Bill 23 NOVEMBER, 1932. -Secon d Rwdi?. g ] 18

any w,,y but imported most of it already 
manufactured from the United States. 
Consequently, I think we are pretty certain 
of getting that preference if we represent 
it. However, if the preference is grnnted 
out here it is extremely small-one-ninth 
of one cent per cubic foot-but what has 
been a very distinct trend here 101· several 
years past is that local woods have been 
used as a substitute for imported pitchpine 
and whitepine hoards. That trend has 
been very marked since the dep1·ession 
began and since pitchpine imported frorn 
America was m_ore expensive. Owners of 
the leading mills in Georgetown have 
assu1·ed me for some time that they liave 
been reducing their· imports of pitchpine 
very considerably of late years and that 
reduction in the import of pitchpine has 
not had a. corresponding reduction in con
sumption, particularly since the slump set 
in. Reduction in consumption is not as 
great therefore ,is in imports. I do not 
mean to suggest or claim for one moment 
that I can, like a nibbit out of a hat, produce 
1• st,iple wood for i•ny purpose in the world. 
I do not also claim tha.t I can produce sub
stitutes quickly for matchwood or for 
scaffolding and things like that where you 
require very light woods; but I do claim 
iind I am quite certain that I can with the 
grnnt of $25,000 show that we can produce 
wood which is not only a suitable substi
tute but bette1· than imported pitchpine 
and whitepine wood. 

Mr. D'ANDRADE (Comptroller of Cus
toms): I wish, sir, to deal briefly with one 
or two of the comments which have been 
made. Firstly, it has been emphasised 
that roistiikes have been m,1de at the Con
ferences held in Canad,. from time to time 
and that we have a.lways been giving and 
receiving nothing in return. One particu
lar article mentioned is pickled meat. We 
know to .. day that pickled meat entered 
under the British preferential tariff comes 
mostly from the United Kingdom. The 
meat is imported into England, cured there 
and re exported. When the Ottawa Con
ference was held in 1925 practically 100 
per cent. of the imports came from the 
United States of America and Canada was 
then ma.king a bid in respect of that par
ticular- article for the markets in the West 
Indies. It seems only reasonable there
fore that those who represented this Colony 
at Ottawa should have conceded a prefer
ence in respect of tha,t article, If refer 

en.ce _is mi.de to the A g1·eement it will be 
seen that there is quite a hu·ge numbei· of 
a1·ticles in respPct of which these special 
preferences were asked. Cam•da. has not 
been able to supply the lomil market in 
every instance, but at the time of 1m1king 
the Agrnement it was cl·rtainly hoped that 
Cam1d1L would lmve ht:>en able to do so, i•nd 
she ri.sked for and obtained those special 
preferences. It has frequenty been sta,ted 
that we h,we g,iinerl prnctically nothing 
from the Agreement and tlmt C,mn.da h,1s 
gained eveI"ything. I think rPference to 
figuI"es will pI"ove very much the contrary. 
Our import tmrle with C,mada in 1931 was 
*1,110,000, including rP-Pxports which
came in at the genernl rnte. This
$1,110,000 in our import figu1·es is the
c.i.f. v,ilues. On rnfernnce to the Canadian
statistical rnturns we find that the exports
from Canada to British Guiana during the
financial year ending 31st March, 1932,
amounted to $778,469 f.o.b. value as
against the c.i.f. value kept in our statistics
fo1· imports, Our total exports to Canada
were valued at $3,602,069.

lt is ex<1P.erlingly rliffinult to <1ornparfl tlrn 
value of p1·eferences, but if it is done by 
showing the amount of additional revenue 
we would have eollected on goods imported 
at the general rate of duty, we find that in 
respect of the trnde of the Colony with 
Canada we would h,Lve collected $176,083 
more than we did. On the other hand, 
had our sugar exports ente1·ed Ci,nad,1 at 
the general rate Canada's revenue would 
have benefited to the extpnf; of $2,193,000 
-a figure more than ten times what we
would have gained in revenue. I1, is said
that the p1·eference on sugar does not benefit
this Colony to imy great extent for the
ref1son that a greater preference is now
obtainable in the United Kingdom, but
where you have a favoured market in only
one country it is a very difficult thing to
secure the full value of the preference.
It is taken mostly by the refiner. 'l'he
Canadian preference in 1925 was 'a little
highei· than the preference granted by
England. The preference then granted
i!l, England was 89 cents per cwt. as
,Lgainst $1.12 per cwt. in Canada, and as a
result our sug,ir was attmcted to Canada
at a figure above what we were obtaining
from the United Kingdom. Within re
cent months the United Kingdom has
increased the preference gmuted us and
the tendency is for our sugar exports to
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• be diverted to the Mother Country. That
this transference of trade has not been
greater is attributable to the fact that
the advantage of the Canadian exchange
has to a considerable extent counter
acted the increase in the United Kingdom
preference. I think the figures very
clearly indicate that in so for as the Agree
ment between Canada and British Guiana
is concerned we d0 not lose and Canada
gains all round. We ma.y go further. In
1·egard to the Steamei· Service it is true
that we are paying very highly fo1· our
service-£8,500 pet· ,tnnum. On the other
hand, it is well known tlrn.t since the
service has been inn.ugurated the Canadian
GovP-rnment has lost millions of dollars 011 

it.

Comparisons are m,Lde very often be
tween what this Colony is giving ,Ls com
pared with Barbados, Trinidad and other 
West Indian Colonies. That we give more 
is undoubtedly the case. In the Ag1·ee
ment the three Colonies agree to give 
apparently the same amount of prefer·ence, 
namely, 50 pe1· cent. of the general i·ate. 
Unfortunately, this Colony has always 
had higher rates of duties and 50 per 
cent. here must of necessity be very 
much higher than the 50 _per cent. in 
the neighbouring Colonies. If the d,Ly 
does come when we can afford to re
duce our duties this Colony's prefer
ence will automatically be reduced on a 
level with that of the other two Colonies. 
The duty on tobacco is the one that has 
been most severely criticised. It has 
been stated that the rates fixed for 
tobacco manufactured wholly from Empire 
lea£ am those now paid on all toba,cco of 
Empire manufacture reg::Hdlesf< of the 
origin of the leaf. It hMi been rightly 
stated that if the tobitcco which is 
imported is wholly of foreign origin thet·e 
will be an increase of revenue in the 
neighbou1·hood of $75,000, provided there 
is no reduction in consumption. U nfor
tunately, there i8 no one in a position to 
say what, if any, British toba.cco is con
tained in the blends of ciga1·ettes imported 
here. Jt may be that a large number of 
the blends are wholly, or mi�inly, of for·eign 
origin; but there can be little doubt that 
a comparatively large quantity of foreign 
tobacco is being used in those blends. 
The position to-day is that all these 
tobaccos come in at the same tiLte of 
duty. '£hat position will be alternd now. 

There is an additional rate where cigarettes 
are manufactured from foreign tobacco and 
intermediate rates between those manufac., 
tured mainly from British and those manu
factured mainly from foreign tobacco. 
Government has gone carefully into this 
matter to ensure that there would be no 
loss of revenue. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR : I think the Comp
troller ought to tell us whether his 
assumption is that all the tobacco and 
cigarettes coming into the Colony will be 
made from tobacco from E_mpire sources. 

Mr. D'ANDRADE: I must admit that 
I cannot possibly say what blends of 
tobacco will be brought into the Colony, 
but we must look at the possibility of 
whi�t ro,\y happen. Reference has been 
nmde to the duties on wines. In nearly 
every case the rates will operate to the 
,Ldvantage of the consumer. In one par
ticula1· case the rates would be a little 
highei· on wines up to a ce1·tain strength, 
but if these rates were to be reduced below 

· the existing figures those on wines of
higher strength would be considerably
reduced below those now payable.

Mr. WOOLFORD : During my e.xpe
rience in this Council I have never· known 
a discussion on the ta.riff which did not 
evoke a confession on the part of Members 
of their loyalty to the Crown. I am tired 
of hearing it. I have risen to make a 
profession of patriotism and loyalty to the 
country in which I live, and if we bear 
that in mind we should oppose, as in 
sentiment I do oppose, these constant, 
recuning and unbeneficial amendments to 
our tariff. I was honoured by being a 
delegate to Canad,i in 1925 and I was 
appalled when on anival there a Cabinet 
Minister laid on the table statistics which 
showed that for very many years the 
balance of trade between this Colony and 
Canada ha<l been in favour of this 
Colony. While I do not think that it 
influenced the delegates either from this 
Colony or elsewhern in implementing the 
Treaty in 1925, there still seems to linger 
in the minds of people in this Colony the 
belief that in concluding that Treaty we did 
this Colony a great disservice. I propose 
to cite only one instance in which we did 
Canada a great disservice. One of the 
main exports from Canada to this Colony 
conRisted of flout· at the time of which I 
am speaking. There was then � special 
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preference of ls. per kilo. I was present 
and heard the reprnsentative of the British 
Government make the announcement that 
whatever special preferences this Colony 
or any other decided to give to Ca.nada the 
British Government would not necessarily 
expect the same treatment. But what 
did this Colony do? This Colony knowing 
of the existence of that declaration gave 
Canada a special preference of 2s. instead 
of ls. and then proceeded to extend that 
treatment to Great Britain. I wonder 
what loyal Guianese in this Colony would 
say if they had concluded a Treaty between 
this Colony and another, as in the case 
of Canada which expected to benefit from 
that Treaty by large shipments of flour to 
this Colony, to find that the British Gov
ernment in this Colony had so altered that 
Agreement as to allow so-called British 
flour to enter this Colony on the same 
basis. I wonder wh:1t anyone in this 
Colony would have said had the position 
been the reverse. 

It is my local patriotism that rebels 
against the alteration of the Customs tariff 
of this Colony to give effect to expressions 
of opinion from Great Britain which are 
only to be interpreted in such relation as 
Great Britain may have to such parts of 
the British Empire as are not affected by 
any special agreement. In other words, 
British statesmen and Colonial Secretaries 
instruct the Administration here that it is 
the desire of the British Government that 
this Colony should fall into line, and it is 
expected that the local Administration 
would so interpret those instructions as 
not to cause any injury to those with 
whom she has treated, like Canada who 
came to the assistance of this Colony in 
allowing a market to sugar when Great 
Britain could not allow it. h saved this 
Colony. I am in a position to say that Canadi1 
saved the people of this Colony during 
those difficult years when Great Britain 
was unable to concede the preference. 
Always to Canada's credit that was pos;;i
ble with the statesmen of Canada. I do 
not know that any British statesman 
could have done tlmt. I do not know that 
the electorate of Great Britain would have 
allowed them to do it. And when I say 
that the statesmen of Canada who held 
sway at that time are still Members of the 
Canadian House of Commons, some of 
them Senators, and still retain the confi
dence of the electorate, it only goes to 

show that the spirit of public op1mon in 
Canada is far more wide arid less narrow 
than it is even in England, and I warn this 
Colony to be careful in its relations with 
that great Dominion. I am not a Cana
dian and I do not hope to become one by 
absorption, but what has impressed me 
most in this Treaty that has been con
cluded at Ottawa is that a comparatively 
young Dominion like Canada has been 
able to conclude a Treaty with Great 
Britain which provides that these prefer
ent�ttl rates shall continue so long as the 
Canadian Legislature determines. It does 
not depend upon the will of the House of 
Commons but it depends upon the will of 
the Canadian Legislature. 'l'hat is a 
marked advance on Dominion Govern
ment; it is a concession which I do not 
think the British Government would ever 
allow, Not only has Canada been ttble to 
conclude such an arrangement, but, I 
think I am right in saying, Australia has 
dominated the position also, and I recog
nise in those concessions the opportunity 
for a comparison when this Colony 
advances to a similar state. 

Speaking more on the tariff quest�on, I 
cannot for the life of me see why we are 
not strong enough to resist the peculiar 
attitude that British Colonies like ourselves 
adopt towards Great Britain, even assum
ing that we form part of the great British 
Empire and even ttssuming that we are at 
the present time borrowing money from 
them. I remember in this room when a 
Member sitting where the hon. Member for 
Western Berbice now sits attempted to 
protect customers in this Colony of motor 
cars and accessories the occupant of the 
Chair prevented that Member from carry
ing his proposal into effect by expressing 
his disapproval of any suggestion which 
would have the effect of giving certain 
motor cars and their itccessories an advan
tage over those of British manufacture. 
The point then was that Government was 
not thinking of the conHumet· or of the 
cars popular at the time to the taste of the 
consumer when the particular commodity 
would have enabled Government to increase 
the revenue. The principle of Govet·nment 
was that for the sake of loyalty and 
patriotism we should do everything to 
foster British industries. While that may 
be true in sentiment I desire to impress 
upon those who are listening to this debate 
that we ill this Qolony are neither Free 
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Traders nor Protecti_onists fr.,m the point 
of view that those two standards exist in 
England. Our tariff is purely a revenue 
tariff, the means by which we can rnise 
revenue for the purpose of administration. 
We do - not impose duty on an article 
because we want to protect t,he manufac
turer, nor . is it a scientific tariff in any 
way. Of all the tariffs in the wodd Bdtish 
Guiana's is the most awful, most tinkered 
with and mo<it unscientific. In order to 
adjust our revenue year by year we are 
throwing up balloons in the hope that 
some of them m1Ly 1·each ground and 
some may fl.oat forever, but I have never 
known · within recent yeiLrs ,Ln O1:1:il:ial or 
Elected Member or a merchant in the 
street who was able to determine with 
accuracy that the resuit of a;ny imposition 
would be so p,nd so. 

I object on p1·inciple to the pl'Oposed 
inc1·ease on cig,Lrette:;. '!.'he whole desire 
is to pi·otect Empire gl'Own tobacco. 
Cigarettes are imported with certific:Ltes of 
origin. We gain nothing from tlmt know
ledge. Because we ,Lre not cel't-1Lin about 
the source of origin mid are 1Lnxious about 
losing revenue Government propose to the 
Legislature that we should increase the 
duty in a w,ty by which consumers of 
tobacco will have to pay $75,000. It 
seems to be an act of unwisdom. You Me 
not certain whether there is m1y such 
tobacco in existence to reitch this Colony ; 
you are equally not certain th,Lt it can be 
imported in such quantities its to affect the 
revenue at all. But you are for that pur
pose· mistaking the taste of the con8umer, 
you are mistaking his attitude, and you are 
forgetting whitt he did when you ittternpted 
to do these things befo1·e. Nevet· mind 
loyitlty and sent.iment,tli8m. ·when you 
incl'eased the duty on imported liquors the 
consumer ceased to drink whi,iky mid con
sumed rum. Aren't you aware that if you 
increa;;e the cost of cigarettes consumed 
in the Colony to-day that these ve1·y con
sumers are going to do whitt they did 
before and smoke a pipe. They a1·e doing 
it to-day. Several smokers have given up 
smoking cigarettes on account of the 
excessive cost'. • The majority of cigaretteR 
smoked in the Colony cost more than n, 

cent. There is a " Tobacco ring " in the 
Colony -and whether the cost is a cent. or 
more that ring does exiRt. If you w,tnt 
to reduce the cost to the consumer you 
ought not to allow that'l·ing to exist to 

the detriment of the· consumer. You 
would get the same amount of revenue and, 
I believe, encourage the consumer to smoke 
more tobacco. 1'hat is the principle on 
which Government should legislate 011 

tariff �atters. If Govemment believe that 
there exists somewhere some tobacco 
equivalent to Virginia tob11cco which is 
going to be grown, manufactured and con
sumed by the people in this Colony, you 
may be well assured that these gigantic 
trusts and big combines already monopo
lise the entire sources of supply. That 
tobacco does not exist and the prnposal 
amounts to only a gesture, i.e., let us 
prntend that we are doing something to 
protect Empire grnwn tobacco, which I 
believe does exist iu 8outhern Rhodesia. 
But iu-e you going to prevent the Jamaican 
grnwers of tobacco from competing in 
this market, kill their trnde with this 
Colony or in auy way t;urtail it? 

There was a time when the cig,tr trade 
of this Colony was with America. 
Jitmaica came to the rescue of the con
sumer and we got an almost equitlly good 
cigar at a cheaper p1·ice. Did Govern
ment lose any 1·eveuue by tlmt? H you 
increase the Lluty J,trnairn may lo8e this 
mMket. It may be said tlrnt Ceylon, 
India or some other place would benefit 
and it did not matter whence the direc
tion of trade flows, I.mt whilst we are 
building up au export tmde in rice with 
Jamaic,L and whilst we are e11deavou1·ing 
to establish reciprocitl relations with the 
islands, we should hesititte before we so 
dislocate the existing trade between one 
Colony and another by it suggestion to 
raise the duty. Flour is itn illustration 
of a preference sometimes increasing the 
cost of ,L commodity to the consumer. 
Under the Agreement of 1925 our wise 
local tariff reformers allowed 25 per cent. 
of mimufacture in flour to admit of that 
flour coming into this Colony under the 
2s. preference. vVe altered our law to 
permit of tlour not wholly from wheat in 
Canad,t or wholly manufactured by 
Cttmtdian mills to enter this Colony from 
wheat grown in the Argentine as British 
flour. We allow 'oats from 1-tussi,L to 
reach this Colony to the exclusion of 
Ca,na.rliau oats on the ground that some 
bag in which it i� brought is 25 per cent. 
B1·itish 1mtnufacture. Those are reasons 
why people refrniu from doing business in 
this Colony. It is most unscientific and 
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is not based on anything, and I ,1ppea.l to 
Gover11U1eut to examine each of these 
items iudividua.lly, a.nd uot in connection 
with ou1· rela.tious with Great Brita.in but 
in om· relations with t,he Colonie::; with 
whom we a.re now dealing. Why should 
we want to increase the duty ou bra.udy, 
an article tha.t we know t:mten; very largely 
in a.Hevia.ting ca.ses of sickness ? 

Mr. D'ANDRADE: The duty on bra.ndy 
is not increased. Foreign bra.ndy will 
come in u.t the sa.me rate but British 
brandy a.t a. lower ra.te than at present. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: If tha.t is going to 
be the effect why should the be:st brandy 
in the world be excluded from the m<1,rket 
for brandy of m1 inferio1· qui1lity? The 
best brnndy comes from Cogn<1,c in Frn,uce 
just U,S the best po1·t comes from Oporto. 
If a. man ca.u affonl to pay and it makes 
no diffe1·ence to your revenue, why should 
you sePk to exclude the importation of the 
article? In this Colony the average con
sumer is protected by the price a.nd not 
by the quality. You ,1re going to stimu
late ,1 system th,1t i:::; at present prevailing 
in whe,1t aud we know exi:sts in oa.ts. If 
you am going to give a preference to some 
b1·a.11dy of British origin you ·will find tha.t 
this Colony will not be able to obt,1in 
supplie:s, ,1nd ,;ome other foreign article 
masquen1ding under the name of British 
brnudy 01· Empire ma.nufa.ctured brnudy is 
going to find its way into the Colony. 
Aud what is going to happen ? You 11re 
going to suffer loss of revenue and encour
age m1 illicit trnde in smuggling. You 
must not specul<1,te on matters of tlmt 
kind. There is no merchant in \Va.ter 
Street who will not tell you-I do not ,1sk 
them to make ,1 sworn dech1r,1tion-tlu1t 
they get certific"'te.� of origin of goods 
shipped from British ports which they 
know perfectly well are uot wholly British. 
The British Government knows that too, 
but in order to stimulate B1·itish trnde 
and not being alw,1y:; able to trace every 
source of shipment the 111·ticle::; re11ch this 
Mtd other Colonies. From the point of 
view of the consumer it is to his benefit as 
many bnmds of flour and whisky enter the 
Colony in order that the price shoulrl bP 
cheap and onP within his me<1,n�. 

I am not going to add much to wh,1t 
has been said with regard to what is 
known a,s ••Yachting"; in �1y younge1· 

du.ys we used to call them "Dogs." The 
point about them is that owing to your 
tinkering with the tM·iff here a.ga.in you 
have exclude<l from this market Oa.na.dia.n 
enterprise. I'i wa.s Cana.di1111 enterprise 
that .n11de this shoe possible in this 
Colony. When you 111·e speaking of loyalty 
a.nd p,1triotism you ma.de it possible for 
J,1pa.nese shoes to compete in this m111·ket. 
The pl'Opmml of the hon. Member for Cen
tml Demernra. should be accepted by Gov
ernment. If you put on "' specific duty 
the poo1· lll>Lll who uses those shoe:; will pay 
more; if you _retain the 11d valornm duty 
the increase will be infinitesimal. You 
must bring a. ce1·ta.in a.mount of intelligence 
to bea.i· on your tMiff a.nd not impose a. 
specific duty bec11use it is nece,ssa.rily going 
to bring in more money. You have to cou
sider whether it is going to h"'ve its result 
without impairing the fortunes of the poor 
class of the community. I think Goven1-
ment should a.ccept the advice of the hon. 
Member that this duty should be levied ad 
v,Llcirem. There a.re one or two othe1· 
rua.ttei·s to which 1·efenmce has beeu U1ade. 
�fr. Seaford directed "'ttention to the fa.ct 
tha.t there is uncert,1inty 11bout the term 
of the opemtion of these duties. I sup. 
pose Govemmeut will :;a.y our Customs 
tariff is an annu"'l oue. You will never 
luwe ,1 fixed t,1l'iff in 11 communitv like this 
until the Colony makes far gre-:iter prn 
gress. Let u8 direct our minds, the1·efo1·e, 
to the considerntioo of a revenue ta.riff. 
What I should like to see inserted in every 
Customs Ordinance-I know it won't be a. 
popul111· idea-is that Government rese1·ves 
to itself the right to <1,)ter duties like the 
one referred to when it ha.s ha.d the oppor
tunity of seeing the source of trade, not 
afl'eeting British goods but affecting alleged 
British goods coming from "' foreign coun
try. Something of that kind will be 
necess<1,ry when you come to give effect to 
>1orue of thesl" duties. 

I think it should be nmde perfectly clear 
th,1t this Colony does not undertake that 
these duties will rem11in in existence for a 
period of five yea.rs or to be cote1·minable 
with the Treaty rel11tions between the 
Mother Countrv a.nd Ca.na.da and the other 
sigmitories to • it. I do not think this 
Colony should bind itself for such a. period 
m1d I hope this Government will not give 
the British Government "'ny such under
taking. It is"' fund11ment<1,\ mistake in the 
rel.1tionR of this and the Mothe1· Country 
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that because they have entered into an 
agreement for a period of five years we 
should necessarily give an undertaking to 
the world that five yea1·s will continue in 
this country. Not the least important 
observati(ln that fell from the hon. Mero -
her is one which hafi· not even been recog
nised by the contracting parties and which 
to my mind hai1 been 1L most deploring 
absent quality of the whole Conference. 
No attempt was made to deal with 
Exchange or exchange viLlues and so far as 
this Colony is concerned it is a matter of 
very considerable import,Lnce that this 
Government should be advised as to what 
effect the maintenance of the gold standard 
in England has in a Colony like this where 
the Customs duties :ire not the result 
merely of a reciprocal treaty. In the case 
of a reciprocal treaty it is out· duty 
to reciprocate and if CarrnchL requested 
it to exchange by reciprocation certain 
commodities. The time has not arrived 
for Canada to enter into an agreement 
with us but when it does arise we shall 
expect Canada to maintain tjle agreement 
of reciprocity. But there is a· differ
ence between Reciprocity and Preference. 
One of these d,Lys the situation might 

, arise-a�d it is here that the exchange 
value comes in-when we shall be torn 
between this loyalty of British Guiana and 
out· patriotism and loyalty to the British 
Government and our t·espect for our obliga
ga,tion entered into with Canada. There
fore in fixing your tariff it requires an 
expert to be ahle to determine how fa1· 
this Colony is to adjust its fiscal relations 
with Canada and how far it can be recon
ciled with granting Imperial preferences 
not to the detriment of the consumer. 

Lastly, a very great disadviLntage under 
which this Colony lab0urs in relation to 
Canada, or Great Britain or Trinidad .or 
Jamaica, is that if Great Britain maintain 
her right of asking this Colony to grant her 
preferential treatment in relation to articles 
ptoduced in Great Britain and if the Em
pire asks us to do the same, it is fair that 
we should ask Gt·eat Britain and Canada 
and the Empire and those people with 
whom we have reciprocal and Imperial 
relations to remember that it is their 
duty to see that the ships which carry our 
pt·oduce to their lands are not so con
trolled as to render it possible for us to 
market our produce in those preferential 
countries to our disadvantage. This Gov-

ernment has to put a period to the con
trol of freight rates existing between this 
Colony and other Colonies to which our 
produce is going in return for om· receiv
ing their produce on a preferential basis, 
and it has to do it if it has to•r:ollect har
bour duf's on those 'lhips entering this 
Colony and the rice indust1·y is going to 
be killed unless it is done. It must be 
made quite clear to these people in some 
way ot· other that this Government will 
Sf'e that its protest reaches Trinidad or 
Cann,da or wherever the arrival port may 
be on an equal basis as reg11rds freight 
from any other place. It is no good our 
manufacturing or cultivating iLnything at 
all if we cannot market it advantageously 
abroad. ·while we are devoting all our 
energy to increased production of rice to 
imit the world's market it is 1111 being 
negatived by this unholy alliance between 
these ships. Let Government say it will 
never allow these ships to enter this port 
except at some advantage to the people· of 
this Colony. 

TnE COLONIAL SECRETARY: l'he 
last spe11ker's speech is the most interest
ing delivered on this debate and I con
gratulate the hon. Member on having 
made it because it raises some very inter 
esting and very pertinent points. I 
entirely agree with him that this is not a 
question of sentiment. I tried to point 
out that this is purely a business arrange
ment within a family. I also tried to 
point out that owing to the change in the 
fiscal system of G1·eat Britain it has been 
necessary for G1·eat Britain and the 
Dominions, which started as we have done 
as a Colony and in a very short number 
of years have risen to a Kingdom within 
a Kingdom. It has been necessary for 
these partne1·s of John Bull & Co.-be
c,1use it is more a company now than ever 
it w11s-to meet together and decide the 
general effect upon the alte1·e<l policy of 
one of the main partners in that firm. As 
one small member of the Colonial Empire 
we could not be represented, as has been 
suggested, independently, although we 
could have done what other Colonies did 
and that is to send a representative to the 
Conference to watch the procee<lings. I 
believe the Chamber of Commerce of 
Tl'inidad sent one , of their members to 
watch the Conference on their behalf. This 
Colony could have done the same thing. 
l entfrely agree therefo\'e with the view�
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expressed by the hon. Membe1· for New 
Amsterdam that the question of patriot
ism and loyalty does not come into this 

· discussion. It is purely a business propo
sition and must be examined as a business
proposition.

· It has been said by most hon. Members
that we have got nothing, or M'e likely to
get nothing, out of it. I submit that this
Colony has taken already. vVe have taken
very considerably from the Dominion of
Canada. It has been pointed out that the
preference given umle1· the Trnde Agree
ment of 1925 has been of the utmost value
to this Colony in regard to its main pro
duct, sugar. It is not true to say that
the Colony has received nothing. So
great is the v1Llue of that preference con
sidered to be by the sugiir planters that
they agreed that there should be levied,
collected and paid to general revenue dur
ing the continuance of the Reciprocity
Agr·eement a tax of 31 cents upon each
acre of land under cane cultivation. That
is an iudication of the va.lue that the
sugar planters place upon the Agreement
come to in 1925 and it goes without
saying that it is of very considerable·
importance to this Colony. Figures have
been already given - as regards the value
of our exports iis compared with imports.
The hon. Member for New Amste1·dam
de:1lt with the question of flour. That is
a verv difficult matter to deal with. It is
true • that we grant to Canada a preference
of 2s. a bag and also granted the same
preference to Great BribLin. I was in
anothe1· Colony similarly situated to this
and it was suggested that that preference
of 2s. per b,Lg should only be given to
Canada, but it was strongly resented by
other members that that Colony should
grant a preference to Canada which it was
not prepared to gmnt to Great Britain.
The fact also remains that G1·eat Britain
has been able to send to this Colony manu
factured Hour from wheat grown in foreign 
countl'ies. That has nothing to do with 
the preference except in so far as we place 
a protective tad ff by increasing the Empil'e 
content in a manufactured article. The 
question is- and it will be raised at some 
time or other-whether that figure should 
not be increased. Elsewhere it has been 
increased, but Government at the present 
time does not propose to make any in
crease. If it is felt that an additional 
preference should be given 100 per <:ent, 

Bt·itish wheat and flour the way to meet 
tlmt is to increase the pm·centage of 
Briti�h manufacture. The intention is 
not to incre,ise the price of brandy, and it 
is not going to encourage into the Colony 
possibly cheaper and not such good brandy 
iis Cognac of BritiHh manufacture. I submit 
that is not likely to happen here. There 
is one Bt·itiRh Dominion which make,; all 
val'ieties of bmndy-one known as brandy 
and one as dom. South African bmndy 
or dom cannot possibly compete with the 
rum of this counti-y. As reg,ircls high 
class brandy there can be no fea1· of com
petition. Those people who dt·ink Cognac 
will have no more to pay for Cognac pro
vided the merchant is prep:u·ed to sell him 
at the price it iH to-d:Ly. 

The hon . .lVIr. i::leaford, the hon. Member 
for Demerara Rivet· ,u1d the hon. Member 
for New Amsterdam all refi>rred to the 
period of thifl iu-rangement. I do not 
think the question of the period comes 
into it. I do not think I saw n,nywhere 
the question of the period mentioned. The 
principle of granting prnferential treatment 
by the Dominions to the Colonies ,md by 
the Colonie� to the Dominions and by 
G1·eat Brititin to both and both to Great 
Bribiin has become the economic policy of 
the British Empire and I take it that 
that policy is going to last until such time 
as the whole economic situation of the 
world is clmnged and tariff walls are b1·oken 
down. The policy now of prefe1·ence with
in the British Empire has grnwn amongst 
he,· own people and I think that te1·m will 
be limited by 11 pe1·iod of time. We have 
drnfterl at the 1n·esent moment a new tariff 
baRed on modem lines and I hope late1· on 
in this session that the Council may find 
time to introduce it. Perhaps now will 
be the best time to introduce it, but it has 
take11 a long time to prepa1·e and it is 
better to deal with this matter in an 

,amending Ordin,tnce and later include it in 
the new tal'iff 01·dinance. I entfrely agree 
with what has been said with rega1·d to 
our preRent tadff Ordinance aud hope 
befor·e many months are ove1· to be able to 
introduce to this Council a revised, up-to
date, simplified Customs tariff. The hon. 
Member for Demerara River challenged 
anyone in this Council, or the mover of 
the motion, to say that any request had 
been made for protection on rice. I think 
the hon. Member is aware, but there are 
l\'.{em.be1·s who know

1 
that when the quei,. 
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tion of the Ottawa Conference was first 
spoken of the Sec1·eta1·y of State a.'lked all 
the Colonies to suggest cel'tain items pro
duced or in what mannel' the pt'efet'ence 
would be of benefit to them. This Colony, 
amongst others, tifter consultiition with the 
cocnmercia.l community nnd the country 
genel'ally, replied stating what it would 
welcome t'eceiving Kome preference with 
t'eg�ird to l'ice. With Y ou1· Excellency's pe1·
mission I will quote from a despatch which 
you wrote on the 9th May hi,;L : 

"The developioent of rice an-1 pa·li in this 
count,y bo.s beeo remarkable as is shown 
in gr1J.ph 4 nttache,t to this desp!ltch. It 
would undoubtedly be a. means of establishing 
the prosperity of this Colony to secure for iL 
the rice markets of Canada and the Caribbean 
Seo. which would be a.n important fo.ct >r in 
increasin� the population in this Colony by 
immigra.uon especially of Ea.st ludio.os. Oem
era.ra. rice, since the steady improvement which 
his to.ken place io the quality of the seerl used 
and the introduction of the Gra.iling Regula· 
tions, has secure,! a first class repnt uion in 
competition with Indian rice and in this respect 
Indian rice enjoys no advo.oto.ge due to speaial 
condition• of freight which not infrequently 
enable Indian rice to be put oo the market at a 
lower rate. U uder t-he Cano.di:i.o Trade Agree· 
ment Colony milled rice pays half the general 
tariff duty rate. When the genera.I rate was 
75 aents per 100 lbs. C1>lony riae paid 37½ cents 
per 100 lbs. Reaent charges incre�sed the 
general mte to $1 and Colony rice woul,1 there
lore pay 50 aents. This meaas lh11t the Uaol\
dian millers who w1>rk up rough rice are thereby 
definitely given an 11.dvant�geous preference. 
The Colony is therefore asking for a preference 
of one cent per pound oo both milled a.nd rongh 
riae {pa.di), the latter beiog nt present duty free 
from all sources." 

Under the Agreement we did not t'eceive 
any prefel'ence on padi in C,mada. The 
p1·eferential tt'eatment on l'ice l'emains the 
same, but G1·eat Britain, at all events, has 
given us a cent pet' pound prefe1·ence on 
l'ice. That this Colony has not been able 
to benefit, as other Colonies have, by thi,; 
p1·efe1·entio.l at'I'angcmcnt is met'ely due to 
the fact that our exports a1·e limited. 
Our main export is sugar. We have 
already sought and taken as much as we 
can get as regards our sugal', and it has 
been very valuable. We have asked fol' 
imd obtained pt·efel'ential t1·eatroent fo1· 
rice. Now we are getting pl'eferential 
treatment on produce which we hope will 
increase. I think the least we can do is 
to enter into this family 01· corop1iny 
ag1·eement in the ispil'it which the hon. 
Member referred to should be whole
hea.rted

1 
and these preferences we are now 

asked to give them may in some instances 
increase the price to a small extent. I do 
not believe they are going to increase, 
with one exception to which I shall refer 
presently, beyond the prices that have 
been ruling during the year. We take it 
that the 1·ep1·esentatio11s made by this 
Colony 1Lnd othm·s were not overlooked 
by the Secretary of State anrl were used 
in m1y 1irguments he made at the Confer
ence to obtain prt>ferences for the Colony. 
The hon. Member complained that the 
Secretary of State did not have competent 
advi,;e1·s. I submit that the Sec1·etal'y of 
St,Lte probably had the most competent 
itdvi;;ers possible. He had Sir Alfred 
Shel'lock and Sil' Edwal'd Davson. Either 
would have done equally well. In facD

) 
it 

cannot be denied that Sir Edward 11:w
�on's a,lvice w:ts of considerable·' value. 
He know,; as much about this Colony as 
any Member sitting around this table and 
he was 1\ble to a,dvise the Secreta1·y of 
Stiite in regard to matte1·s that would be 
of v11lue to this Colony. I will not deitl 
fnl'the1· with the geneml question. 

Tobacco hns received considerable con
siderntion dut·ing this debate. The Comp
troller of Customs indicated what the 
effect of the increase will be. I remember 
the time not so long ago when the better 
brnnds of cigarettes, viz., Crnven A, 
Phtyers, Navy Cut and Capstan, were 
sold u.t 80 cents per tin. Those ciga1·ettes 
are sold now at from 68 to 71 ct>nts per 
tin. Tobacco has gone down in the same 
1·atio. The 1·eason fo1· that is not that 
we have !'educed the duties ; in fact we 
lmve increased them not only in the 
actual l'ate but by a,dding a 3 pel' cent. Bill 
of Entry t11x, yet the pl'ice of tobacco has 
not increase� but is going down all the time. 
The increar;e proposed has not been done 
deliberately, as is suggested, but is simply 
based on a calculiition to iwoid the possi
bility of loss of revenue. It may be that 
for a year 01· longer the pel'centage of 
British tob,tcco in the mixtul'es that come 
to the Colony will not be inct·eitsed to any 
gre11t extent. \Ve know that the1·e are 
some vel'y popula1· brnnds of ,;moking mix
tu1·e in London entit-ely made of Eropit'e 
gl'own tobacco. "\Ve shall lose revenue 
unless we arn very careful, and I submit, 
therefore, we shall be wise to leave the 
figures as suggested. These figut·es have 
been approved by the Chamber of Com
merce, as are all the other items, lt will 
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be a fact that cheap shoes, and perhaps 
children's shoes, will probably become 
more expensive owing to this particular 
tariff. It has been suggested by the hon. 
Member for Central Demerara that we 
should do in respect of shoes exactly what 
we are doing in respect of hoRiery, viz., 
have an ad valorem duty. Tf when we are 
in Committee it is considered wo1·th while 
to alter the figures from the specific rate 
to the ad valorem n1te to get some revenue 
it might be done, but the price of shoes 
generally should not go up if this proposal 
is adopted. The hon. Mt>mber for Berbice 
River was one of those who said we get no 
benefit from Canadit or from the Agree
ment. I think the hon. Member, after 
what he has heard not onlv from his own 
colleagues but other Memb�rs, will believe 
that the Colony is undoubtedly receiving 
benefit. It onlv remains for me to move 
the second reading of the Bill. 

THE PRESIDENT: Before putting the 
second reading I should like to make one 
or _two remal'lrn with regard to the debate 
as a whole. I think the Council is to be 
congratulated on the debate and I pro
pose to send it to the Secret111·y of 
State. It is quite clear that representa
tion,s can be made by the Colony in respect 
of what it hopes to get a.nd should get in 
respect of benefits from elsewhere. I think 
we ought to visualise the position as a 
whole. The hon. Member for Demerara 
River referred to the Dominions and how 
they can do things for themselves. That 
is · perfectly true, but the Ottawa Confer
ence has brought the Crown Colonies into 
a very much stronger position than they 
had ever been before. Whatever may be 
the future of thi,; Colony it has been con
sidered a party to the Ottawa Conference. 
The Crown Colonies were not permitted 
to speak separately because there are so 
many C1·own Colonies. It was impossible 
owing to the numbe1' that they should be 
so represented, a,nd for the first time they 
took part in a Conference of this kind 
they were represented by the Secretary of 
State and his expe1·t advisers in this 
matter. I appreciate that we may feel 
dissatisfied with what we have got but 
I hope not with what we a1·e giving. It 
must be remembered that we are of one 
family, and while we may not have 
benefited to the same extent as others 
we have benefited to some extent. \Ve 
have taken part on ii, bii,si& 0£ reciprocity 

and it is not all 11, question of pre
ference in this matter. Some Colonies 
have benefited to a large extent and 
others in a lesser degree. I am not go
ing to say anything about patriotism. 
We are not arguing the matter from that 
point of view. We are glad and anxioui
to do what we can for the Mother 
Country, but I am sony that the hon. 
Member for Demerara River did not 
complete his quotation from Dr. Johnson. 
J have lL great regard for the memory of 
D1·. Johnson and should like to read the 
passage from Boswell:-

" Johnson suddenly uttered in a strong deter
mined tone an apophthegm at which many will 
start 'Patriotism is the last refuge of a scoun
drel.' But let it be considered that he did not 
mean a real and generous love of our country 
but that pretended patriotism, which so many, 
in all ages and countries, have made a cloak for 
self-interest." 

In this matter we are 1isked to give 
more than we receive but we are members 
of the family, and I am quite prepared to 
stand by the motto of the Colony. As I 
interpret it " \Ve give a,nd we seek in 
return." I think the more you give the 
more you can seek, (Laughter). There 
is a great deal that can be said from 
thiit point of view. ·we heard yesterday 
of rice cultivation and the prospect of 
pusl1ing it in Canada and elsewhere. I 
think it is very necessary at a stage like 
this in our history that we should be repre
sented in Canada from a trade point of view, 
and I propose to put before the Council 
later a p1·oposal to provide money for 
representation in Canada and to try to push 
om products there. As the hon. Member 
for New Amsterdam pointed out, there is 
no reason at all why we should not get a 
better footing for our products in that 
market, especially our timbers and rice. 
If we are not going to take part in the 
Ottawa Conference and be a party to it 
'.we shall be handicapped very considerably 
in any move we make with regard to 
preference from any other Colony. But 
I put it on the higher plane that we 
are mernbe1·s of a family. We are asked 
as members of that family to take part in 
a resolution which is being put into force 
with regard to this Ottawa Conference and 
I hope it will be approved by the Council. 
I consider it absolutely right that we 
should put our case forward and the views 
of hon. Members will be sent to the Secre
tary of �tate, At the same time we 
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should not hesitate to join in this Confer
ence. 

'l'he Council divided on the que8tion 
tha,t the Bill be now rea,d the secoml time 
a,nd voted : 

Ayes-Messrs. Peer Ba,cchus, Seaford, 
Au�tin, Andei-son, Dr. Singh, De Agui,Lr, 
Eleaza,r, Crane, \Voolford, Mullin, Dr. 
De Freita,s, D'Andrade, \Vood, Major 
Crnig, Bra.ssington, Profeswr Da,sh, i\'fajor 
Bain Grny, Millard, Dia,s, �mellie, . the 
Attomey-Genernl and the Colonial Secre' 
ta,ry-22. 

Noe�-Mr. C,umon-1. 

Bill read the second time. 

The Council resolved ibelf into Coru
ruitee to consider the Bill clause by 
da.use. 

Clause 2 -Amendment to First Sche<h1le 
of Cap. 34. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: I h,Lve risen in the 
hope th<Lt Government will 0h<Lnge its mind 
in reg,u·cl to toba0co. If the Colonial 
�ecret,u·y expresses the views of Govern
ment when he .�tates t,hat the prict:s of 
cigarettes have been reduced, I would like 
also to point out tha,t it is ,L matter for 
rnflection that the control of the Imperial 
'l'obacco Company is esta,blished in this 
Colonv. It must not be assumed that the 
prese�t prices have anything to do with 
the duty; they are directly trace,Lble to 
the agent of the vendor in the Colony. I 
fea,r that Lhi� idea of preference i.� going 
to fail in its object because the holdern of 
stocks of other tobaccos might iucrea.se 
the price of toba.cco from now or when it 
does not give control to lllonopoly JJrices 
as before. You cannot control the rntail 
price and there will come ,L time when 
thern is going to be something like retalia
tion. If the $75,000 anticipated revenue 

is of no value to you, why increase the cost 
to the consumer? Are you going to give 
,L prefernnce to imported tobacco a.ncl not 
give iL conesponding preference to the 
local uticle? 

Tm; COLONIAL SECRETARY: The 
price of cigal'ette toba.cco uevet· had any 
relation to the Customs clutv. 'l'he Cus
toms duty ,Ls a whole !ms inc'i·e,Lsed during 
the past few years on tobacco but in spite of 
that the price of tobacco and cigarettes is 
less than two yearn ago. That is clue mainly 
to a rnductiou in the first cost of the com
modity. The retail priue is controlled by 
competition. Noboby are more alive to 
the effect the Ottawa Agreement is going 
to have on Imperial tobacco than the 
Imperial Tobacco Company, and I have 
110 doubt they have long since made 
arrangements to include in theil' brands 
more British tobacco tha.n they are doing 
,Lt the present time .. It is a fact that 
Go,,ernment do anticipate, at the outset 
at all events, that we shall make some 
revenue out of tobacco. It is difficult to 
n,une ,Lily definite amount of revenue be
cause we do not know how much percentage 
of Briti,ih gl'Own tob<L<.;<.;O will be induded. 
On every occasion that the duty on articles ' 
of luxury h,Ls been increased it has never 
m,Lde any difference to the commmer, the 
prices being regulated by other conditions 
than Customs duties. 

Mr. DE AGUIAR: There ca.n be no 
doubt tlrnt if these rates are approved 
revenue of $75,000 will be collected. The 
repl'esentati ves of various bra.nds of 
tobacco mid cigarettes have practica.lly 
withdrawn sales until a. decision has been 
arrived ,Lt of what the proposed rntes of 
Juty are going to be. I should like to 
move an amendment th,Lt item 47 (b) (i) be 
reduced from :f;2.10 to $1. 72 per lb. and 
(ii) from $:l.!7 to $2.10 per lb.

The Council resumed and adjourned until
the following day at 11 o'clock. 




