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·· • Thiirsclay 20th July, 1944 .. ;•; · .. 

The Co11ncil met at 12 noon, fl i>' 
Excellency the Governor, Sir Gordon 
Let.hem, KC.M.G.,' President in the 
Chair. 

_ .. 

PRESENT: 

The President, His Excellency the 
Governor, Sir Gordon Lethem, K.C.M.G 

The Hon. the Colonial Secretary, 
Mr. W. L. Heape, C.M.G. 

The Hon. the Attorney-General. 
Mr. E. O. Pretheroe, M.C., KC. 

The Hon. the Colonial Treasurer, 
l\1r. E. F. McDavid, C.B.E. 

The Hon. E. G. Woolford, 0.B.E., 
KC. (New Amsterdam). 

The Hon. F. J, Seaford, C.B.E. 
( Georgetown North). 

The Hon. J. A. Luckhoo, K.C. 
(Nominated). 

l:, The Hon. J. I. de Aguiar <Central
Demerara). 

The Hon. H. N. Critchlow (Nomi
nated). 

The Hon. F. Dia.s, 0.B.E. (Nomi
nated). 

The Hon. M. B. G. A1rntin, 0.B.E. 
(Nominated). 

The Hon. Percy C. Wight, 0.B.E. 
( Georgetown Central). 

The Hon. J. Gonsalves. 
(Georgetown South) . 

O.E.E. 

The Hon. J. B. Singh, O.B.E. 
( Demerara-Essequibo) . 

The Hon. Peer Bacchus (We::. tern 
Berbice). 

The Hon. H. C. Humphrys, K.C. 
( Eastern Demeraral. 

The Hon. C. R. Jacob ( North 
Wesitern District). 

The Hon. A. G. King (Demernra 
River). 

The Hon. J. W. Jackson, O.B.E. 
(Nominated). 

The Hon. V. Roth (Nominated). 

The Hon. C. P. Ferreira (Berbice 
River). 

The Clerk read prayers. 

The minutes of the meeting 
Council, • held on Tuesday, 11th 
1944, as printed and circulated 
taken as read and confirmed. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS. 

of the 
July, 
were 

WEST COAST SEA DEFENCES. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER (Mr. 
McDavid) communicated the following 
message:-

MESSAGE No. 2 

Honourable Members of the Legislative 
Council: 

It will be recalled that in February tihis 
year abnormally high tides and strong 
winds caused severe damage to the sea 
defences between Union and De Willem, 
West Coast, Demerara, which gravely 
endangered adjacent Governmenit and 
p,::-ivate property. Acting under section 
11 of the Sea Defence Ordinance, 1933, 

the Governor in <;:ouncil on 29th Feb� 
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ruary, 1944, made the Sea Defence (Emer
gency Works) Order, 1944, requh-ing the 
Sea Defence Board to take such immedi
ate action and construct such works :i.s may, 
in the opinion of the Board, be neces
sary to avert or mitigate the inundation 
by the sea as the result Olf the damage 
to the sea de£ence works in the area. 
Steps were also taken to report the matter 
to the Council and to the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies. 

2. An estimate of the cost of repairs 
and reconstruction, totalling $700,000, was 
subsequently prepared and submitted to 
Government by ·the Sea Defence Board 
with a recommendat,ion that the works 
should be carried out as soon as it was 
found possible to establish the necessary 
supervisory organisation. Details of the 
estimate which was communicated to the 
Finance Committee of the Council, on 
29th March, 1944, are given in the 
Schedule anoendecl hereto. and i t, is 
anticipated that the work can be com
pleted in two years provided equipmen t. 
is obtainable and regular supplies of 
materials are available. · 

3. The estimated expenditure of 
$700,000 on repairs and reconstnrntion 
has been sanctioned by the Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, and $100,000 is 
being provided on Supplementary Esti
mate this year. I shall be glad if the 
Council will approve of the execution of 
these essential works. 

GORDON LETHEM, 
Governor 

SCHEDULE. 

Estimate for making good Sea 
Defences, West Coast, Demerara, 

damaged by Spring Tide,; 
between 25th and 26th 

February, 1944. 

(l) · De Willem-
(a) Cast new concrete hack apron 

to protect dam-1,230 feet at 
$20 per foot ........................................ $ 24.600 

(b) Dig new trench across De 
Willem facade to replace exist
ing deep drainage trench 
behind sea wall, construct stop-
off and fi11 existing trench 
behind wall 

(c) Cost of protective works to 
dam already carried out 

(d) Underpinning wall at $20 per 
foot ••1• .. •• .. • •• .. •• ••• ............... .. (l "'''' ' ' l ''"''ll"'"'l ''"'' .. "I""" 

16,000 

5,000 

6,000 

(2) Zeeburg-
Construct new concrete back 
apron west of sluices-1,530 feet 
at $20 per foot ....................... ·- ··········· 30,60u 

(3) Uitvlugt-
(a) Rebuild concrete coping 

between sluice-200 feet at $60 
per foot ......................................... ............. ........... 12,000 

(b) Rebuild broken section of cop
ing east of sluice-450 feet at 
$60 per foot ......... ....................................... 27,000 

(c) Strengthening works to pro-
teet wall east of Uitvlugt 

sluices ........................................................ .......... 10,000 

(4) Leono\·a-
(a) Drive bulkheads east and west 

of affected portion of wall which 
recently subsided-2 at $1,445 ... 2,890 

(b) Fill in trench behind sea 
wall ........................................................................... 1,000 

( c) Construction of second line 
of defences including stop-
offs ........................ ................... ........................ 6,000 

(d) Construct back apron to 
protect dam behind wall-1,200 
.feet at $20 per foot ........................... 2-l,000 

*(e) Construct new wall-500 feet 
at $80 per foot ..................... ................... 40,000 

(5) Stewartville--
Rebuild short le!lgth of coping-

50 feet at $25 .............................................. l,25ll 

(6) Edinburgh-
(a) Fill behind wall near Leonora 

sluice and cast concrete apron 
to protect sea dam .................. ................. 11,000 

(b) Boulde:r- fill in front of 
wall ........................................................................... 2.000 

(7) Edinburgh-Anna Cathe,·ina
(a) Drive buckheads in sea wall 

east and west of affected length 
of wall-2 at $1,445 ............................. 2,890 

(b)Rebuild sea wall in front of 
Edinburgh- Anna Catherina-
3,800 feet at $72 per foot ............... 273,600 

(c) Cost of protective works-
second line of defence ................. 2,520 

(8) Cornelia Ida-
Construct back apron to protect 

sea wall-400 feet at $20 per 
foot .............................................. ---- 8,000 

*This figure is to cover the cost of a 
completely new sea wall on the same 
line as it is at, present. An attempt, 
however, will be made to save the 
present wall, which has settled badly, 
by driving toe sheet piling and strength
ening the clam. If this attempt should 
succeed the figure of $40,0QO will qe 
i::011siderably- reclticed, 

• 

.... 
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(9) La Jalousie-
(a) Raising earth dam and 

r ebuilding sea dam support ing 
wall .............................. l,OOU 

(b) Casting concrete apron behind 
wall-850 feet at $20 per 
foot ...... ..... ........... 17,000 

(10) Union-
(a) Rebuild eart.'1 dam behind 

sea wall ...... ..... ........... 2,500 
(b) Cast apron behind sea wall-

1,900 feet at $20 per foot--- 3!!,000 

(11) · P lant and equipment required 
for above works ............... 38,000 

602,850 
Cont ingencies and Supervi&on ...... 97,150 

$ 700,000 

LAND SETTLEMENT SCHEMES. 

The COLONIAL SECRE T ARY (Mr. 
Heape) communicated t h e following 

message:-

MESSAGE No. 3. 

Honourable Members of the Legislative 
Council: 

I have the honour to refer to Resolu
tion No. XXXI of 1943 passed hy this 
Council on the 1st day of December, 
1943, in which this Council accepted in 
principle the r ecommen dations cont'linecl 
in the interim report of the Committee 
appointed to make practical recom1nen
dations in regard to Land Settlement 
and agreed that th e necessary action 
be taken to give effect to them. 

2. Three areas have now been exam
ined-Plantation Vergenoegen, cum 
annexis, on the East Bank of the Esse
quibo River , P lantation Cove and John 
on the East Coast of Demerara and 
Bush Lot or Lot No. 28 on the Coren
tyne Coast, Berbice. 

3. Plantation Vel'genaegen , cum anucx
is, comprises four estates:-

!. Vergenoegen ............ 1,080 acr<!s 
2. Philadelphia ............ 297 acres 
3- Barnwell ............ 599 acres 
4 .. Greenwich P ark...... 770. aares 

~,746 acres 

which have all been valued. 

Vergenoegen. T he front lands of 
Vergenoegen we1,e sold many year s ago 
and now comprise the Vergenoegen 
Country District with an area of 1G3 
acres. It is not proposed to disturb the 
la11cls of proprietors in the Cqunb'1 

District in any way but to acquire th e 
remaining portion of the estate with an 
area of 1,080 acres in which there is 
r ice cultivation of 280 acres, scatter ed 
coconut trees and an area of 90 acres 
fenced round for the agistment of 
cattle. The remaining area of approxi
mately 100 acres can beneficially be 
cultivated provided the main drainage
irrigation system and the empoldering 
dams are reconditioned. The Consult ing 
Engineer estimates the cost Olf cari·ying 
out these works at $15,000. 

Philadelphia, Barnwell and Green
wich Park consist of an area Olf 1,666 
acres or which only 240 . acres are 
cultivated; th ere are also two small 
pastw·es of 50 ac1·es each. 

4. The remainder of these estates is 
covered> by a dense growth of bush and 
small trees which in the back portions 
changes to thick forest whlch, it is 
estimated, will cost at least $70 per 
acre to clear sufficiently for cultiva
tion purposes. 

The estimate by the Consulting 
Engineer for reconditioning the drain
age and irrigation systems and carry
ing out the necessary repairs to dams 
and structures on the four estates is in 
the vicinity of $15,000 to which must 
be added roughly $70,000 to clear land 
which is overgrown with heavy bush, 
trees, etc. 

To this sum of $145,000 will have to 
be added the cost of breaking down for 
rice cultivation old sugar cane beds at 
Barnwell and Greenwich Park which, 
it is estimated, will cost as much as 
$50 per acre if carried out by hand or 
$10 per acre if mechanical appliances 
are available. 

To this will also have to be added 
the cost of acquisition and of laying 
out and establishing as a land settle
ment. These costs are not known at 
pr esent . 

5. It is proposed to acquire the whole 
of Plantation Vergenoegen, cum 
annexis, by negotiation, and if this 
method is unsuccessful the prov1s1ons 
of the Acquisition of Land (I.and 
Settlement) Ordinance, 1943, will be 
invoked. 

It is r eali.sed that the cost of acquisi
tion af the four estates and converting 
them into a land settlement will be 
high, but it must he appreciated that if 
Plantation Vergenoegen only is r equir ed 
it will not be advisable to dispossess 
the present tenants and the remaining 
area is insufficient for the establis!hment 
pf ;i.· m<><;lel :;;ettlement in ~d<lition tg 
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whtich the most suitable land for · resi
dential purposes is already occupied by 
proprietors of the front lands within 
the Vergenoegen Country District. It 
would, however, be possible to e:<tend 
the present cultivation along the lines 
of a land settlement scheme utHising 
the present tenants as a nucleus and 
housing additional population on the 
remaining front lands at Vergenoegen 
and on one or more of the other 
estates which il is proposed to acquire 
in the vicinity. 
Cove ai1d John. 
6. Reference was made in my previous 
Message No. 25, Ninth Session, 1913-
1944, tJ1at before coming to a decision 
as to further action or relinquishing 
of the proposal in regard to Cove and 
John that I would be glad to have the 
views of Members either in writing 
in response to my mi.'lutes or by disc11s
sion in Council, if so desired. 

Only one Honourable Member has 
exprPssed his views in writing :met it 
is n1Jw proposed to discuss this matter 

fully in Council. 
7. The Land Settlement Committee 
in its report (Legislative Council No. 
12/1943) recorded certaiin facts nbcut 
this area and these have already been 
r•~procluced in Message No. 25. Ninth 
Session 1943-44, together w ith an 
t!stimate by the Consulting Engineer 
amounting to $20,500 for reconditioning 
the drainage and frrigatio:1 of the estate. 
The Miessage also referred to a minute 
by the Chairman of the Drainage Board 
pointing out that the estimates for 
recondtitioning do not guarantee th;;, 
drainage of the estate as it is situated 
in one of the worst drained areas on the 
East Coast of Demerara and in order 
to guarantee farmers against periodic 
inundation it will be necessary to :mg
!Ilent con~derably the existing pump
mg capaC1ty thus making the proposi
tion uneconomic. 
8. The Consulting Engineer has 
considered the matter orf the provision 
of adequate pumping capacity for 1he 
area from Golden Grove to Victorin 
which includes P lantation Cove and 
John and is of the opinion that Ccve 
and John would be properly drained 
only by mechanical means since it was 
too low for gravity drainage. Seven 
or eight pumps costing perhaps 
$200,000, or more, would be necessarv 
for the main draiinage alone. Th·e 
dr ainage rates would then be around 
$7 or $8 per acre. 

I recently received a deputation from 
pe rsons who stated they were residents 
in the arecJ concern ed asking that 

Government proceed with the proposal 
for land settlement at Cove and John. 
The deputation was emphatically of 
the opposite view to that expressed 
by the Chairman of the Drainage 
Board and by the Consulting Engineer 
and was of the opinion that while 1he 
drainage of Cove and John was satis
factory it was that of Golden Grove, 
NabacLis and Victoria, the rema1nde1· 
of the dirainage area, which was inade
quate and unsatisfactory. 

.According to a recent census taken 
by Government's Agricultural Ecor,.o
mist the area of 1,682 acres which 
consists of 500 acres freehold and the 
remainder Crown land has existing 
cultivation at the present time as 
follows:-

Rice .......... - 275 acres 
Ground Provisions and 
Fruit ··-········ 495 acres 
Coconuts ............ 375 acre5 
Cattle Pastw-e ............ 266 acres 

1,411 acres 

9. Honourable Members will he 
invited to decide whether this estate 
should be acquired or whether the 
proposition should be relinquished, 
particularly having regard to the 
advice of the Chairman of the Drainage 
Board and the Consulting, Engineer as 
to the inadequacy of drainage and 
the necessity of augmenting consider -
ably the present available pumping 
capacity. 

Bush Lot or Lot No. 28, Corentyne. 
10. Consideration has recently been 
given to the acquisition of land to be 
used for .the purpose of a settlement 
scheme on the Corentyne Coast. Se,·eral 
areas have received consideration, the 
most suitable of which app,?ars to be 
that of Bush Lot. 

Consisting of 546 acres qf fr.,ehold 
property and 672 acres of Crown land 
of which 1,056 are empoldered, this 
area is at present cultivated to the 
extent of:-

Rice 
Coconuts 
Ground Provisions 

........... 294 acres 
............ 100 ucres 

56 acres 

450 acres 
------

whiile the remainder is tised for grazing 
cattle with the exception of a small 
area for residential purposes. 

Lands adjac<!nt to and 0n both <;ides 
of the public road are .,ui table for and 
coul<l be made into a residential area, 
while other lands in the firsJ; depth 
comprise alternate reefs and lower 
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lands which could be utilised for coco
nuts and growing provision crops inter
spersed with rice fields. The backlands 
are fl.at and suitable throughout for rice 
cultivation while the unempoidered 
savannah !ands ~ rear could be utilised 
for cattle grazing except in the ve,y- wet 
months of the year. 

11. It is understood that the w.m
ers of the estate would be prepared to 
sell the estate to Government together 
w ith the rice factory and the estate 
house . 

The cost of reconditioning the main 
canals and dams is estimated to be 
$46,000 to which must be added the cost 
of purchase or acquisition and ad' laying 
out as a land settlement scheme. 

These additional costs cannot be 
fixed at the present t ime with any 
degree of accuracy. 

12. Bush Lot has the advantage 
that in the event of any considerable 
extension of land settlement in this 
locality being necessary or desirable 
the adjacent estates of Maida and Kil
marnock could also be acquired and laid 
out. 

The owners of Maida and the major 
portion of Kilmarnock are not desirous 
of disposing of their properties, how
ever at the present time, but the advan
tages ad' single large se~tlements is 
obvious when compar ed with the alter
native o.f a n"umber of small and uncon
nected settleme11ts and it ma_y' be neces
sary to acquire these neighbouring 
estates at a later date. 

13. Members are now invited to 
consider the acquisition for land settle
ment purposes of 

(ii) Plantation Vergenoegen, cum 
a~xis,, East Bank, Essequibo 
. River; 

(ii) Plantation Cove l!nd John, East 
Coast, Demerara; and 

(iii) Bush Lot, Corentyne, Berbice 
in connection with which formal 
motions will be placed before Council. 
East Bank, Demerara. 

14. It iis proposed to make recom
mendations with regard to the area
Craig to Coverden. A survey extending 
from Craig to Garden of Eden was first 
made by the Consulting Engineer some
time ago. The Landi Settlement Com
mittee asked for an extension of this 
surv~y up to Cavemen. 

The plan of the survey from Garden 
of Eden to Coverden has now been 
completed. The area has not yet 
been visited by the Land Se:tlement 
Officer nor the land valued. As soon 

as the necessary action has been taken 
and estl.mates prepared proposals foI 
acquisition d suitable areas will be sub
mitted . 

GORDON LETHEM, 
Governor. 

.PRESIDENT'S SPEECH 

PROCEDURE OF BUSINESS 

The PRESIDENT: Hon. Membern 
of Council, I might just say 
a word on procedure today. 
vVe have a number of important 
motions and important pieces 
of legislation, some of which may not 
be entirely easy. The Attorney-General 
tells me that he had received notices of 
a considerable number of amendments 
on the Bills, and I would like to express 
my appreciation of that action by Mem
bers, as it will certainly facilitate and 
expedite action in Council. 

I woukl propose after taking the 
first reading of the Bills to proceed to 
the motions. Mr. Laing is p1•esent 
and will speak to the motions touching 
Land Settlement, as he has a far more 
complete and intimate knowledge of that 
question than we other Government 
Officers present. I l1ad hoped Mr. Case 
would also be present, particularly in 
view of questions raised touching 
figures for one of the projects, but he 
is unwell. If nece.ssary, when we come 
to the point, I can defer one or a ll of the 
motions in order to secure his presence, 
but we will see how we get on. 

At three o'clock I propose to 
adjourn in order that there should be 
held the meeting of the Finance Com
mittee on the third Thmsday of the 
month. The Treasurer will preside and 
it ls probably unnece·asary for me to 
come, but I will hold myself ready in 
case of need. 

I would like to take this oppor
tunity in pursuance of our practice of 
keeping Members as fully a~ pos.sible 
aware of steps Government may be 
taking-, and recording in our proceed
ings any recent activities of importance. 

-

' 
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SOCIAL WELFARE PROJECTS. 

The Social Welfare Officer, that is 
Mr. Laing, has completely swamped 
the Colonial Secretary and myself with 
a number of Social Welfare projects 
of every kind and variety. These, or 
most of them, are going forward to the 
Secretary of State for assistance under 
Development and Welfare Act after 
consultation wi th Executive Council 
and, as our practice i'i;, explanation of 
what is happening to Members of this 
Council, probably most conveniently 
in Finance Committee. 

RICE EXPANSION. 

Further, the eighth scheme touch
ing rice expansion is going forward 
to the Secretary of State. I have 
in fact passed the despatch today. 
Members will remember that £131,000 
($628,800.00) wa·s granted for rice 
expansion, and this is the last ot the 
eight schemes, Bioomfield-Whim, which 
had been somewhat held up owing to 
detail of constrnction. Members are of 
course aware that actual work is well 
in hand under the vote of funds 
advanced some time ago. I would here 
remind Members of the procedure that 
none of these projects, which are the 
subject of correspondence with the
Secretary of State, and applications for 
assistance actually commit this Colony 
to expenditure until they have come 
finally before this Council, and financial 
prov1s10n made, when of course all 
details can be put forward. 

Now I wish to take you a step 
further regarding action on the two 
principal Drainage and Irrigation pro
jects, that of East Demerara and that 
of the Corentyne . 

EAST DEMERARA VRAINAGE SCHE~1LK 

l regret to say that in regard to 
.the formet·, the East Demerara Scheme, 
we have r.ome up against certain 
difficulties which were not evident two 

years ago or earliet when the first 
engineerinls plans were made. Certa1 t1 

important factors-disad van tag eous 
have materialized since. 

l should remind you that tn my 
original comprehensive despatch of the 
31st January, 1943, l stated that after 
the Bonasika Scheme which had then 
been sanctioned and was beginning, the 
East Demerara project was the most 
economic and most likely to carry itself 
and pay its way with return. I was 
given every reason to believe from the 
sugar interest that the e·states at least 
could carry their share, and that it 
was regarded as an economic proposit ion 
by the East Demerara Water Conser
vancy. New and very important factors 
have intervened. The most important 
is the curious and abnormal develop
ment on the seashore, the constant 
accretion which has in turn greatly 
hampered drainage and greatly added 
to the expense of drainage. Further, 
the abnormal rains of 1942/ 43 have 
tremendously emphasized this difficulty. 
In the ret urns that are now coming to 
us, particularly for expenditure in 
1943 on drainage, the rates have 
worked · out very high and remain high 
in the Estimates for 1944. 

Examination by Mr. Case has very 
clearly shown the resulting heavy liabil
ity t hat will come against Govern-
ment. Under the formula of the 

Committee on ma.intenance rates, of the 
recommendations of which you are 
aware Government is to carry 40 per 
cent. of the burden, in certain 
instances that is even now a liability 
against Government for $27,000 for the 
year, and there is no foreseeable end 
to this liability at pre-sent. Rates 
have run very high, over $5 in the case 
of one village, up to nearly $6} in the 
estimate for this year. Further, if 
the new irrigation project went through 
with the additional liablity spread over 
the whole area per acre, there wo1Jld 
be an addition of $1.54 per acre; and 
bn the assumption that Government had 
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agam to assist, a further liaiility ot 
$38,000 per annum would be incurred. 
A total of $65,000 per an.n.um is to be 
paid by Government in respect of the 
village areas. The,re would be no cer
tainty of return or such productivity 
as would enable this to be carried by 
the village areas. 

This has been the conclusion 
expressed by the Consulting Engineer; 
and the Agricultural Economist, Mr. 
Huggins, whose report on the agricul
tural and ·3ociological and economic 
aspects is also nearly ready, reaches the 
same conclusion working independently. 

l have been dealing with the 
village areas which were of course the 
immediate concern of Government in 
this matter, but the same general 
facloi is found in regard to the 
e·states. The East Coast sugar estates 
have in fact approached me with 
representations showing their quite 
abnormal difficulties over the last two 
or three years, showing their compara
tive figures : and while some of these 
refer to other factors such as labour 
and particular war difficult ies, such as 
the shortage and high price of fertili
zers and bags, a very principal factor 
is that of high costs of drainage. They 
showed me a very heavy figure indeed 
actually spent in 1943 with mainten
ance rates per acre also very high, 
averaging up to $8½, and on one estate 
at least going over $10 per acre. Now 
these are ve•ry high rates indeed, 
especially when we compare them with 
costs in other parts where gravity 
drainage is feasible and costs may be 
well under $2 per acre. 

We are naturally very much con
cerned over this new aspect of the 
matter, not only of course with 
reference to the particular East 
Demerara Drainage and Irrigation 
Scheme, but also in regard to the whole 
future agricultural economics of this 
area. The Director of Agriculture, in 
fact, speaking to me yesterday. empha
sized thi'il aspect of it. 

We feel ourselves, therefore, 
compelled to consider the serious 
necessity of getting down drainage 
costs before we can proceed with any 
scheme in the hope that it might be 
economic. The Con·sulting Engineer is 
therefore reverting to an older idea 
which has been considered, 1 believe in 
the past, but was not considered prac
tical owing to its cost being higher 
than private interests can reasonably 
carry. This project is to divert the 
drainage from the 'Sea to the rivers, the 
Demerara and Mahaica; to do on a 
large scale what we have done last 
year on a small scale in the Ann's 
Grove, Clonbrook, Greenfield, Unity, 
Lancaster section, providing drainage 
by a new canal to the Mahaica, instead 
of using the Greenfield sluice t o the 
sea. On a much bigger scale it should 
be an engineering possibility to drain 
the whole of the East Demerara area 
into the rivers. This should not only 
mean much cheaper drainage, but also 
should be definitely beneficial to sea 
defence. As you know what is good for 

sea defence, like this recent accretion, is 
bad for drainage, and vice versa; and 
a sea defence wall or line which was 
not complicated when numerous drain
age sluices were in action, would of 
course be a much more satisfactory 
arrangement than what exists at the 
moment. Such a ·scheme would be 
expensive. It might very well reach 
$3;000,000 but even at that price it 
might be valuable if the results are 
cheaper drainage, cheaper and bette1· 
sea defence and the salvation of the 
perhaps imvossibly difficult agricul
tural future in this whole area. We 
feel bound to pursue this project and 
make the plans and estimates. 

Now I should say a word or two as 
to the Corentyne Scheme. I am glad 
to say that so far we have not met 
any particular snaga. I informed you 
a fortnight ago that the r eport by the 
Agricultural Economist had been 
definitely .favourable. in fact, optimistic 
to a degree I had not expected. Mr. 
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Huggins had satisfied himself as to 
considerable prospects of increased 
production and even that rice lands 
under ordinary normal circumstances 
would be able to carry the nec.:essary 
char ges. Moreover, the maintenance 
rates estimated, that is, for the main 
drainage and irrigation system-on 
exactly the same parallel as East 
Demerara-are quite low. For example, 
the amount chargeable for irrigation 
l}laintenance on village areas works out 
at 45 cents or in specially difficult years 
at 54 cents, with total rates which village 
area·s would have to pay well under 
$2.00. The irrigation costs which 
might be chargeable against estates 
would be quite negligible. Using the 
same formu la as recommended by the 
Committee on maintenance rates in 
reference to village areas, the costs 
given would work out at the small 
amount of less than $8,000 per annum 
for the whole area, which is a very 
different picture from the $65,000 in 
East Demerara. 

It is of course accepted that a very 
g reat deal of internal planning and 
internal drainage has also to be done 
before the lands can be taken up: but 
I might remind you that quite a lot of 
the internal drainage is being clone 
even now in connexion with Rice Expan
sion Schemes. For example, that at 
Crabwood Creek is practically com
plete. 

In view of the favourable indica
tions of the agricultural and sociological 
report and of the present low estimate 
of maintenance costs, it seems very 
well worth while to pursue the exam
ination of the internal works and of 
the economical planning which may be 
necessary. Mr. Huggins's report has 
been completed and is going round to 
the Government Officer<s immediately 
conce,rned. 

There is one matter I do wish to 
make clear and that js that of proce
dure: t:hat all these discLrssions and 
despatches do not commit the Colony to 
anything. We get the advice of the 
Secretary of State and of the Comp-

trailer and we may even get a definite 
allocation of funds. But I would 
repeat that no action can actually 
proceed until the matter has been 
actually brought before this Council 
and financial provision made, and at 
that time of course every detail may 
be requested and stated. That is the 
be·st time for such examination in 
detail. But if we wait to do all that 
sort of thing first before we venture 
to put our plans into initial form and 
get them forward, we should have to 
wait for a very long time for every
thing and then have all the delay of 
getting such things begun. 

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. 

Now I want to touch on another 
subject, a matter I have had in mind 
for a long time but which I have 
fo1·borne to put forward because of the 
difficulties of practical application. 
That is, the question of post-war long
term planning of economic development. 

l have written ;1 minute, copies of 
which have gone to Members of 
Executive Council, and perhaps l 
might most simply give its gist if l 
quote from a summary in the last 
paragraph which reads: 

"The aim should be a truly c0m-
prehensive examination of what is 

needed for the fullest development 
of the basic resources, both material 
as well as human, and of the services 
and organization of the territory. The 
principal objective that must be borne 
in mind is the improvement of 
productive and earning power in 
order to increase the chances of 
self-support." 

I began my minute by saying t hat 
I thought the time had come when we 
might endeavour to get on record in 
a co-ordinated form a conspectus of 
future social and economic development 
in this Colony. I refened to sev<':ral 
official papers there are on this subject, 
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as to action proposed or actual in other 
countries, and I referred to the value of 
a machinery for the purpose which, if 
we had not got in Executive Council or 
in any department we might have to 
create. I commented a little cynically 
on a glib facility with which these 
things can be written up, and the easy 
assumption that all we have to do is 
to appoint a cabinet of ou1"selves as 
experts to pronounce. I commented on 
the need of practical objectives and of 
certain postulates in accordance with 
the policies on which the Imperial and 
the Colonial Governments were proceed
ing-though of course it may well be 
that dose examination might produce 
facts making necessary some reorienta
tion or alteration of prioritie;;. 

I sa id that the general terms of 
reference should be wide and t;omething 
m, follows: 

·'to examine, r eport and tn3ke 
·:ecommendations as to long-term 
post-war planning and development 
in the Colony." 

then made particular reference lo all 
t.he important problems of the Colony. 

( H ii; E.tce/lency here clett,1,iled 
briefly the list of Headings) . 

ln regard to agl'icultural develop
ment the principle of comprehensive 
planning of drainage and irl'igation 
would be a foundation and the rate of 
progr~s might depend on several fac
tors. 

It is then said in the minute that 
the growing of sugar cane and the 
production of sugar must, m; far as 
can be foreseen, be continued to be 
regarded as the bas is of agricultural 
stability. On the other hand, it must 
be accepted that the p1oduction of sugar 
must be accommodated to a much more 
diversified agricultural development 
than has been evolved in the pm,t. It 
should be Government's aim t o assist 
the industry to t he utmost possible 
degree, to take advantage of world 
conditions and of all lhe assistance, 
dil'ect 0 1· indirect, avai lable: the sugar 
industry on its side must accommodate 

- ----,.. 

itself to changing sociological conditiom 
a nd t o policies which aim at such things 
as making available to agricultural 
workers land with security of tenure, 
house plots and agricultural ground, 
diversification of agricultural develop
ment, and general social welfare 
improvement in rural districts, which 
are other prime objects of Government's 
policy. 

The rice industry is then referred 
to, saying that it is already consider
able and that it has great, if uncertain, 
potentiali ties. The aim must be the 
securing, maintenance and expansion of 
export markets in the western 
hemisphere. The industry must realis~ 
that production costs must be kept 
down i r i t is to be able to compete 
successfully in these markets. The 
industry must realise that while Gov
ernment will do its utmost to develop 
the necessary conditions and in particu
lar mechanisation, a considerable degree 
of control and legislat ion will be neces
sary to secure continuity of production 
and fair distribution of results to all 
classes engaged in the industry. 

Commenting on m111mg, the minute 
speaks of a greater degree of industrial
ization and processing in the country 
and the encouragement of constructive 
gold mining with modern equipment 
wi th a higher degree of extraction, and 
co·mments on the need of t ransportation 
in the mining areas. 

LAllOUK AND IMMIGRATION. 

The proper use of labour resources 
will be one of the most important sub. 
jects to be tackled. The policy must 
have regard to fair distribution amongst 
the proper and worthwhile diversified 
activities of the Colony, and the day of 
concentration of labour is past. On 
the other hand, the prosecution of large
scale public works which this country 
requi1·es must be reasonably adapted lr 
t lie requirements of all economic indus
t ries. 
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lt seems therefore to follow that 
the question of immigration of labour 
for public or other works, of a kind 
and in places where immigration labour 
can be usefully employed, must be 
considered in one form or another. 

Industrializa tion is ment ioned and 
the wide field for it as well as hydro
electric development of the wood pulp 
proposals. 

Touching the sociological develop
~\ent the question of land and land 
tenure is emphasized, urban and rural 
housing and education and health ser. 
vices. The difficulties attending t he 
financing of the two latter are men
tioned. 

The paragraph on transportation 
touches air communications, the Gov
ernment Transport Services and their 
difficulties, and road trnnsportation. 

The policy touching the interior is 
the subject of reference, while the Com
mittee recently appointed will of course 
deal with the immediate objectives. 

POST-WAR FINANCE. 

Finance in post.war conditions will 
be a particular concern. The postulates 
appear clear. " Capital Equipment" can 
only be secured by outside assistance in 
one form or another, by grant or long
term loan prefer ably free of interest 
from the United Kingdom; the possibil
ity of loans r aised by t he Colonial 
Government is however also relevant. 

As regards recurrent budgeting, 
it behoves the Colony to do its ut mosb 
to cover recurr ent expenditure by 
r evenue. But it is clear t hat in the 
case of many development and welfare 
projects this will not be possible in the 
immediate future: in particular the high 
costs of educational and health services, 
if, t o be of good standard, will be beyond 
the abilities of the Colony to carry for 
many years and recourse to assistance 
under the Development and Welfare 
Act will be necessary. Nor can any 

effective administration and devolpment 
of the interior be so carried and special 
financial arrangements will be required. 

The question of continuance in 
.some form of many controls and of 
p~iblic direction of industry established 
in war time and of the proper spheres 
of public and private enterprise will he 
proper subject s of examination in 
reference to the conditions of this 
Colony. These are specially discussed in 

the papers mentioned in the fi r st 
paragraph. 

l put this minut e before t he Gov
ernment Officers who, very properly in 

my opinion, represented the utter impos
sibility of senior Government Officers 

tackling such a programme effectively, 
pointing out that we are a handful of 
us working under a considerable strain 
with day to day administration only. 

Again, I feel I -can scarcely inflict 
it. on a few devoted and well meaning 
Unofficials who will be driven to turn 
to Government departments and refer
ence papers of all kinds. 

I have ther efore felt it best to 
accept the advice of the Colonial Secre
tary that we should do as was done in 
~mother Colony in his OW11 exper ience, 
and attempt to get someone S'Pecially 
qualified from outside who could give 
his whole t ime t o such work for the 
necessary period of time. We in t urn 
could suppiy him with an appropriate 
Advisory Committee of Officials and 

Unofficials who will be driven t o turn 
conditions anci opinions. I know this 
kind of procedure is being followed 
elsewhere aud, as the matter is not one 
of extreme urgency, I propose to take 
it up with the · Colonial Office on my 
visit. 

We will now prnceed to the busi
ness of the Day. 
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PAPERS LAID. 

The COL ONIAL SECRET ARY laid 
1>11 the table t he following documents :-

Report of the Director of Education 
for the year 1943; 

Statements of the accounts of the 
Georgetown Mariners Club for the oeriod 
ended 31st December, 1943. ·· 

GOVERNMENT NOTICES. 

RECONSTRUCTION OF W.C. SEA 
D EFENCES. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER gave 
notice of th e following motion:-

THAT, with reference to Governor's 
Message No. 2 Qf the 5th of July, 1944, 
this Council approves of the esti.malecl 
expenditure of $700,000 on repairs and 
reconstruction of the sea defences 
between Uuion and De Willem, Wesc 
Coast, Demerara, which has been sanc
tioned by the Secretary of State ,md of 
an amount of $100,000 being provided on 
Supplementary Estimates for the current 
year. 

I NTRODUCTION OF' B ILLS. 

The AT TOR NEY-GENER AL gave 
notice of the following Bills:-

The Soap Bill, 1944. 
The Assistant Attorney-General 

(Repeal) Bill, 1944. 
The Rice Farmers (Security of 

Tenure) Bill, 1944. 
The Licensed Premises Bill, 1944. 
The Shops (Amendment) Bill, 1!)44. 
The Intoxicating Liquor Licensing 

(Amendment) Bill, 1944. 

The Clu bs Registration (Amendment) 
Bill, 1944. 

The Employment Ex<:hanges Bill, 1944. 

Purchase of Pin. Vergenoegen 

T he COL ONI AL SECRET ARY gave 
notice of the followi ng motions:-

Be it Resolved, that with reference 
to Resolution No. XXXI of 1st Decem
ber, 1943, and the Governor's Messages 

No. 25 of the 5th of May, 1944, and No. 
3 of the 8th of July, 1944, this Council 

~ - , 

approves of Government negotiating 
with the proprietors and puxchasing 
from them Plantation Vergenoegen cum 
annexis, East Bank, Essequibo River, 
for the purpos.e of land settlement; 

And be it further Resolved, that the 
Council approves of the expenditure of 
$145,000 the amount estimated by the 
Consulting Engineer for reconditioning 
the said estate. 

Purchase of P in. Bush Lot 

Be it Resolved, that w.ith reference to 
Resolution No, XXXI of 1st Derem
ber, 1943, and the Governor's Messages 
No. 25 of the 5th of May, 1944, and No. 
3 of the 8th oJf July, 1944, this Council 
approves Qf Government negotiating 
w.ith the p roprietors and purchasing 
from them Plantation Bush Lot •Jr Lot 
No. 28, Courentyne, Berbice, for the 
purpose of land settlement; 
And be it further Resolved that the 
Council apprnves of the expenddture of 
$46,000 the amount estimated by the 
Consulting Engineer for recondit ioning 
the said estate. 

Purchase of Pin. Cove and J ohn 

Be it Resolved, tihat with reference to 
Resolution No. XXXI of 1st December, 
1943, and the Governor's Messages No. 
25 of the 5th of May, 1944, and No. 3 of 
the 8th of July, 1944, this Council ap
proves of Government negotiating with 
the proprietors and purchasing from 
them Plantation Cove :md John, East 
Coast, Demerara, for the purpose of 
land settlement; 
And be it further Resolved, that the 

Council approves of the expenditure of 
$20,500 the amount estimated by the 
Consulting Engineer for reconditioning 
the said estate. 

UNOFFI CI AL NOTI CES. 

L AND SETTLEMENT SCHEMES. 

Mr. JACOB gave notice of the fo l
lowing ques tions :-

1. Will Governmen t explain why 
Plantations Cove and J ohn and Ver 
genoegen in Demerara have not been 
acquired for land settlement pw·poses, 
as recommended by the Land Settle
ment Committee which was appointed 
in February and which submitted an 
interim report in August, 1943? 

2. Is Government still unconcerned 
about the welfare of hundreds of work
ers who are being victimised by cer
tain landlords in Demerara and Ber
bice, and who have been and are being 
given notices to r emove !!heir houses, 
out-houses and cattle pens, or in the 
alternative, in some cases, pay an 
increase rent of over 300% ? 
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3. Will Government cause a census 
lo be taken to ascertain the number of 
persons and/ or families who require 
house lots on which to build their 
houses and to leo.se cultivation and 
pasturage areas to the extent of from 
three to fifteen acres per person and/or 
family as recommended by the 1943 
Land Settlement Committee, in the fol
lowing districts, each district separate
ly: 

(al West Coast of Demerara, 
(bl West Bank of Demerara, 
(c) East Bank of Demerara, 
(dl East Coast of Demerara, 
(el West Coast of Berbice, 
(f) East Bank of Berbice, 
(g) The Canie District, 
(h ) The Corentyne District. 

ORDER OF THE DAY. 

PUBLICATION OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS 
CONTROL REGULATIONS. 

Mr. ROTH a,;ked and the COLONIAL 
SECRETARY laid over replies to the 
following questions:--

Q-1.-Was official authority given 
for publication in the local press on 
8th January, 1944, of what purported 
to be the draft Regulations for the Con
trol of" Private Schools? 

A-1.-No. 
Q-2.-If so, by whom? 
A- 2.-See Answer 1. 

Q- 3.-If nol, will Government cause 
enquiry to be made as to the per
son responsible for this premature 

leakage of information? 

A- 3.-If not, considered that an 
enquiry now will ser ve any u 5eful 
purpose: 

State Lottery suggested. 

Q- In view of the vast increase in 
tJ1e country's commitments in regard to 
Civil Service, T eachers' Salaries, etc., 
etc., and the consequent apprehension 
felt in many quarters as to our ability 
to honour those commitments, will 
Government be prepared seriously to 
consider a suggestion that there be set 
up a state L ottery as has been done in 
more than one country of the Com
monwealth? 

A- The answer is in the negative. It 
is felt that the balance of public opin
ion is entirely opposed to the adoption 
of such a suggestion which is consid
ered lo be anti- social in that it would 

discourage the obligation to earn a 
living and tempt the uneducated to 
rely upon a lottery to produce sudden 
and unearned affluence with deplor
able results. 

Government is confident morerJver 
that the proposai would not receive the 
approval of the Secretary of State for 

the Colonies. 

BILLS-FIRST READING. 

The following Bills wel'e read the 
first time on the motion of the ATTOR
NEY-GENERAL seconded by Mr. 
\-YOOLFORD :-

A Bill .intituled "An Ordinance to con
trol the manufacture and importation 
of soap, to provide for a s tandard of 
quality thereof and for purposes 
connected with the matters afore

said." 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance t·:> 
repeal The Assistant Attorney-Gen
er~! Ordinance, Chapter 253." 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to pro
vide better security of tenure for 
tenant farmers,: to fix the rent pay
able for the letting of rice lands: 
and for purposes connected with the 
matters aforesaid." 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to con
solidate and amend the law relating 
to licensed p~emii.ses." 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to 
amend The Shops Ordinance, 1944 
in certain respects." 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to 
amend the Intoxicating Liquor 
Licensing Ordinance, Chapter 107, by 
prohibiting the grant, of an enter
tainment licence and by restricting 
the grant of an oC'CaSlional licence, in 
re51Pect of club premises." 

A Bill intituled "An Oi·dinance to 
amend the Clubs Registration Ordin
ance with respect to the sale of 
excisable liquor in club premises 
where the premises are let by t'.1.e 
club." 

A Bill intituled "An Ordinance to pro
vide for the establishment of 
Employm~t, Exchanges and for 
purposes connected with the matter 
aforesaid." 
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RECONSTRUCTION OF W.C. SEA 
DEFENCES. 

'l'he COLONIAL TREASURER: I 
beg_ to move :-

That, with reference to Governor's 
Message No.2 of the 5th of July, 1944, 
this Council approves of the esti 
mated expenditure of $700,000 on 
repairs and reconstruction of the sea 
defences between Union and De 
Willem, West Coast, Demerara, which 
has been sanctioned by the Secre
larv of State and of an amount of 
$100,000 being provided on Supple
mentary Estimates for the current 
year. 

Hon. Members are fully conversant 
with the circumstances which have Jed 
up to this motion, and I need not refer 
to them in detail, especially as they are 
set out in the Message. We know that 
owing to the abnormally h:gh tides in 
February of this ye..ir considerable 
damage wa.s done to the sea defences 
on the West Coast of Demerara, anrl as 
a result the Governor-in-Council and the 
Sea Defence Boarct had to take 
immediate steps to save that part of the 
country from serious damag·e. The Sea 
Defence Board proceeded to mak~ out 
an estimate of the cost of the necessary 
reconstruction works which was com
municated to the Finance Committee 
on the 29th March. The estimate is set 
out in the schedule to the Message ~~ml, 
as Members will see, the various items 
total $602,850, with an allowance for 
contingencies of 97,150, making a total 
bill of $700,000. The work is, of course, 
already in progre1s,s, but as it is 
contemplated that it will be spread 
over a long period, probably two or 
more years, it has been theught fitting 
to come to the Council and obtain 
formal authority by •resolution for the 
whole of the work. , 

As stated in the Message, $100,000 is 
being spent this year, and it is quite 
possible that another hal f a million 
dollars will have to be spent next year. 
For the present all this money is being 
charged to current expenditure, m1d it 

is very fortunate that we can do that. 
On a previous occasion we have had to 
do it by loan. I had expected that Mr. 
Case, the Consulting Engineer, wou'ld 
have been here to answer any questions 
that may be raised on the details of 
t he estimate, and I hope hon. Members 
will not press me to explain any points 
on the schedule. If so I shall certainly 
ask the hon. Member on my right (Mr. 
Seaford) to answer them for me. I 
formally move the motion. 

Mr. SEAFORD seconded. 

Mr. JA·COB : Before I speak on the 
motion I should like to be advised what 
amount has been spent on this work as 
from February to this d::i,te. and which 
of the proposed works have been com
pleted or started? After receiving 
replies to those questions I may have 
something to say. 

Mr. SEAFORD: With reference to 
the questions asked by the hon. Member 
there· has been actually n0 1)ermanent 
work completed at all. Certain works 
of a temporary nature were carried out 
immediately after the destruction of the 
wa.11 in an endeavour to prevent flood
ing throughout the whole area. In the 
meantime the Public Works Department 
has appointed one of the District 
Engineers to supervise t he work entire
ly and do nothing else. His time ha~ 

been spent chiefly in trying· to eollec1-
materials for the work, and I may point 
out that it was at a +,ime when no 
g ranite could be got and no means of 
transport, and also a shortage of cement 
and steel. All that has been done so far 
is to try to get transport by means of 
crafts and to get material for the stonf' 
crushers and sifters, and the general 
organisation of the scheme. I do not 
think any actual work or reconstruction 
has started. Only preparator:v work '.1a:'\ 
been going on. 

Mr. JACOB: I have got no state
ment as to the amount spent to date. 
It appears 1:o me rather unsntisfactory 
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to ask this Council to vote the sum of 
$100,000 to be spent this year and to be 
told by the mover in introducing the 
motion that possibly half a million 
dollar!S would be spent next year, and 
that the work may be spread ove1· a 
period of two or more years. Basing 
what I have to say on that, I think J 
should begin by saying that the estimate 
of $700,000 appears to be a very 
comprehensive one. Details have been 
given and I think the unusual proce
dure has been adopted of getting 
the Secretary of State's approval of this 
expenditure beforehand. I would have 
thought that the matter would have 
been debated in this Council first and 
then the Secretary of State would have 
been asked to say whether such a large 
sum of money should be spent. No 
statement has been made as to what 
amount has already been spent, and 
what is more, no details ar~ given as to 
how this $100,000 will be ~pent. That 
is what I am concerned about at the 
moment. The details as regards the 
$700,000 appear to be comprehe·ns ive, 
but we have been told by one of Gov
ernment's unofficial experts that no 
work of a permanent nature has been 
done up to the present time. I recollect 
Your Excellency being somewhat 
alarmed when in February or March 
you stated that grave damage hacl 
been done and that huge expendi
ture would have to be incurred. 
Up to now nothing has been spent. I 
am wondering why this alarm-why 
this estimate of $700,000, why only 
$100,000 is to be spent this year, and 
why nothing has been spent up to the 
present? 

Mr. SEAFORD : A certain amo~mt 
has been spent in collecting material. 

The PRESIDENT: Have you got 
any figures at all, Treasun,r? 

The COLONIAL TREASURER: They 
can be very easily secured, sir. 

Mr. JACOB: My experience has 
been unforttinate. When figures are pt1t 

up in such a form they are absolutely 
of no assistance t o hon. Members who 
want to take an interest in matters of 
this kind. I have in mind particu
larly how the funds of the Public Works 
Deparrtment have been expended. I do 
not wish to refer to what is going on in 
another place at the present time, but 
I wish to make myself perfectly clear 
that in the case of -expenditure of this 
kind proper details should be given and 
kept by the Public Works Department, 
and proper checks should be ca.rried 
out. I have been familiar with Pub
lic Works methods for over 20 years. 
1 have also been familiar to some 
extent with sea defence methods, par
ticularly when the East Coast Corpora
tion was doing sea defence work on the 
East Coast, and I know what happened. 
Whenever large sums of money are to 
be spent on pu.blic works people begin 
to get busy and formulate schemes as 
to how the money should be spent ancl 
diverted to other channel11. Here is a 
clear case how certain people are man
oeuvring things to suit themselves 
without proper details from the Gov
ernment side. I am assuming that even 
if Government has th~ details I am not 
sure that the Public Works staff is 
capable and competent to handle this 
work. It suits certain interests to have 
huge sums of money wasted and to )1°ive 
no return at all, and I am strongly 
suspicious that this will be one wav in 
·which a great deal of money will be 
wasten. I am urging Government, if it 
wants to see progress in sea defence 
and drainage and irrip-,...tion and in 
schemP.s in which the P•.1blic Works 
Deoartment is concerned. to be exceed
iJwlv cautious of estimates of cost aml 
the kind of people employerl on snch 
works. 

I do not see the Chairman of th e 
Public Works Department Advisory 
Committee here. As Your Excellency 
knows, I am not at all satL,fied. I have 
little or no confidence in that Advisory 
Committee, and another Member has 
also expressed that view. I <lo not li:now 



425 Reconstruction LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL W.C. Sea Defences 42G 

whether the Committee is going to 
examine the accounts and, if necessary, 
look at the works. I urge on Govern
ment to take extra care to see that 
plans and specifications are submitted 
and adhered to, and that the various 
sums of money are properly entered, 
checked and paid out. I a m not at all 
satisfied as to what is being done and I 
have information as to schemes thati · 
are already in view as to how a good 
deal of this money should be diverted. 
I have ample reasons for speaking as 
I do but I am not prepared to say any
t hing more, except that I hope the 
Council will be supplied with particulars 
as to how this $100,000 is to be spent, 
and another $500,000 next year. 

Mr. deAGUIAR : I am not very 
clear as to t he position the hon. Mem
ber is taking up in this matter. I am 
r,ot quite clear whether he is prepared 
to support the principle underlying the 
motion or is merely confining himself 
to details. Nor am I aware that he is 
cognizant of the position as it existed 
on the West Coast some years ago. 

I am prepared to support the motion 
in principle. This Colony is committed 
to works of sea defence, and in that 
respect the hon. Member must know 
that there is a Board ,vhich is charged 
to carry out those works. It is true 
that whilst the plans and details arc 
worked out by the executive officers of 
the Board the actual performance of 
the work is carried out by the Public 
Works Department. 

I am not quite sure whether I 
understand the hon. Member's ~riticism 
at all. If his criticism is levelled against 
the Board, then of course I think I 'will 
be correct, as a member of tiie Board, 
to join issue with him. He has asked 
for details. I do not know whether the 
hon. Member realizes the nature of t he 
vrnrk that has to be done there. In the 
first place. if he does not know the 
extent of the damage it naturally fol
lows that he would not know the nal:nre 
of the work to be done, and he is ,imply 

floundering, trying to obtain informa• 
, tion. I can tell him that the informa
tion is available. If he wants it he 
knows exactly where to get it, and it 
is a matter for regret that if he attach
es such importance t o the details of this 
work to be carried out, he did not 
attempt to ascertain those details 
before the Council assembled. I want 
to remind him that it is almost 
impossible to estimate to the last penny 
how much works of this nature will 
rost. They are dependent on so many 
var ying conditions~a possible rise in 
the cost of materials and labour, and 
what is more, the difficulties of work
ing between tides. Perhaps the hon. 
Member is not aware of some of the 
difficulties. I am in a more 
fortunate position because I hap
pen to be a member of the 
Board. I do not know whether the hon. 
Member is levelling criticism at the 
Board or at the Public Works Depart
ment. He should know, however, that 
the work is being carried out by the 
Public Works Department on the 
instructions of the Sea Defence Board. 

The hon. Member made reference 
to the fact that the procedure on this 
occasion was reversed. Of course that is 
really a point to be answered by Gov
ernment, but again I would ask him 
whether he was awa.re of the alarming 
state of affairs on the West Coast, and 
that t he first estimates were somewhat 
alarming too? Surely, with such a situ
ation facing the Colony the first thing 
to be done was not only to notify ~he 
Secretary of State of the calamity that 
had occurred but to indicate to him 
that the expenditure involved was 
likely to reach very large figures. I do 
not think it would be possible for any 
member of the Board or even the 
person who prepared this estimate to 
say that the reconstruction work will 
only cost $700,000. Speaking for 
myself I sincerely hope it will not cost 
any more, but I know that the situation 
is ver y alarming and that a long stretch 
of the coast is involved. The damage 
extends from La Union to DeWillem, and 
the hon. Member knows the great 
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distance between those two places. If 
he or ten men like him could give :m 
estimate of what the works will cost 
we would be in a very happy position. 

Mr. J. A. LUCKHOO: I am not 
going to pose as an expert on sea 
defence-maybe the hon. Member for 
North Westem District ( Mr. Jacob) 
is an expert, but I think a little fore
sight on his part would have canied 
him to the point that there w,1s 
great destruction and lik•�ly devas-
tation of the area in which 
the breach occurred early this 
year. It is only wise th,n) 
those who know about matters of thi:, 
kind should first of all can-y out t·em
po1·ary works. They have to clear the 
area and lay foundation for permanent 
works to be done. An estimate has been 
eleal'iy given anrl in detail, that the 
works are likely to cost $700,000, and 
I do not see why, because the Cotmcil 
is only asked to vote an expenditure of 
$100,000 this year, Government sh:nild 
descend to pa1·ticulars as to how that 
money i.s to be spent. It is only part of 
the whole expenditure. It is expenditure 
which we have to meet at least for the 
firnt year, and I fail to see what the 
hon. Member's remarks were Ieadin" 
tr, ·when he said that someone was hid":, 
ing something about this matter. I 
happen to be a member of the Sea 
Defence Board and I feel sure that the 
Board has considered the matter very 
cnrefully. I think that angels fear to 
tread ,vhere fools rush in. 

Mr. FERREIRA: I support the 
motion. This work is essential and must 
be undertaken. The situation was 
undoubtedly alarming but I think I can 
see what the hon. Member for North 
vVestern District (Mr. ,Jacob) is getting 
at, and to a certain extent I agree with 
him. He is advising caution and I do 
advise caution in �pending thi:c, money. 
We know what has happened in the 
past, and for t,hat matter, in the case of 
certain expenditure at Sister'> in 
Berbice quite i·ecently, ceptain works 

...... 

were very badly carried out with 
definitely inferior materials,. If the hon. 
Member considers it necessary to 
advise caution I think he is perfec:tl; 
in order, and those coucerned woulrl b, 
well advised to keep their eyes open. 

Dr. SINGH: There were several 
breaches along the West Coast and the 
result was a -state of emergency. Some
thing had to be don<! and someone with 
responsibility took the initiative in 
order to prevent further destruction. 
Now the position is that permanem:; 
reconstruction work has been planned for 
the future. I therefore feel that I 
should suppol"t the motion. 

... ' . 

Mr. DIAS: The hon. Member for 
North Western District made reference 
to the absence of the Chairman of the 
Ad·1isory Committee. He is not her2 but 
l a,s a member of the Committee
would like to say that he is mistaken
in believing that any member of the
Committee was competent to estimate
the nature of the work to be done and
rev�se these figures. vVe are not experts
in this branch of work. I am· sur•�
Government <lid not appoint me there as
an expert.

I 

co,·rec- \ 
should 

Mr. JACOB: To n point of 
tion '. I did not suggest they 
examine the estimates 01· cmTect 
figures. I ,suggest they should see that 
the money is properly spent. 

Mr. DIAS: I understood the hon 
Member to ,say that the planR would go 
before the members of the Committee, 
but they would not be any wise.r as to 
the calculations of the e,s,timates. No one 
would know about. them a.s no one h:1d 
any knowledge of them. I am sorry that 
he has lost faith in the Committee. I 
am not going to 1·emain there if the 
r,ublic is p:oing to lo�e confidence in 
the work that the Committee has umler
taken and is doing. I can as.:\clre him 
that the Committee is concerned with 
the expenditure of Public Works fund� 
certainly not less than he is. vVe are 
trying to do what we ca11 in order to 
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,ee that expenditure is properly 
incurred and no waste takes place. We 
:!f Ve so many lessons lately that tiley

.,e really the cause of considerable 
•xtra attention being paid so that
repetition will not occur. I do ask hon.
Members to have a little more confi
dence in the Committee because it acts
as an encouragement for one to
continue. One is discouraged by the
statement that the people have no
confidence in what is being done, and
to tell us that then there i,s no good
our staying there. We are g1vmg
services willingly. The attendance is
growing larger at every meeting. \Ye
have a co11JSiderable amount of work
and have actually gone into the country
and seen how the payments are made
on pay-day. We are not respon,c;ible for

· those who know nothing about it. For
example, one item !'.truck me on the
e,stimates which called for a large and
alarming sum. but I rould not criticize
it - Contingencies and superv1s10n,
$97,000. That seems an extraordinary
sum of money to spend on a layman,
and yet- it may turn out to be an insuf
ficient amount. l was not able to criti
cize it as I did not know anything
about it, and not a single member of
the Committee was any the wiser.

Mr. SEAFORD: In view of the 
strictures made by he hon. Member 
for · North Western Di.strict (Mr. 
Jacob), I think that in fairness to the 
consulting staff of the Drainage 
Engineer'•s. Office it should be stated 
that the detailed plans for this work 
have been discussed with Mr. Macdonald 
who is an engineer on Sir Fra,nk Stock
dale's staff and who was down here. 
A very careful detail of the estimates 
was also got out and checked over hvo 
or three times, and then put before 
the Sea Defence Board. N•�edless to say, 
without implying nny stricfore in so far 
as they are concerned, very few mem
bers of a Board like that are comp.,tent 
to expres,s an opinion on the estimates 
got out by the En.gineevs of the D<lpart-
111ent. The,v are not there to �o into 1:he 

question of estimates; they are there 
to see as much as possible that the work 
is being carried out and they are bound 
to tak€ the advice of the Engineer. Also 
in fairness to the Director of Public 
\Vorks, I think, I can say he is taking 
every precaution he possibly can in the 
matter. In order that the work 
should be carried ont as economically 
as possible he has appointed one 
Assistant Engineer to do nothing else 
but supervise this work. I know he is 
giving it his own close attention as well. 

.The estimates are put before the Board 
and the members of the Board see them, 
but they a,re really not capable of �oi.ng 
into the details of the work or express
ing an opinion. 

I do feel that these estimates, as 
put before this Council today, give as 
much detail as Member� of this Council 
are able to unde1�stand. Bnt even so, 
when they talk of "Underpinning wall 
at $20 per foot," how many Members 
are capable of criticizing whether it is 
high or low. I may point ont th;,.t in 
e.�timating for !sea defence work it is
very difficult to get absolutely precise
figure-s. As has been pointed out by the
hon. Member for Central Demerar:i, sea
defence work like any other work, which
depends 011 the sea which even King

· Canute could not control, depencte on
the weather. rains etc. and all an engi
nee1· can possibly do is to get out an
estimate a,; approximately near the
figure he thinks it will be. I can assure
hon. Mem·bers that every precantio11 is
being taken to look after the job :md
to look after Government's interest
hy the 'members of the Engineer's Staff
both of the Public Works and the Con
SL:lting Engineer Offices.

The COLONIAL TREASURER: Th,�re 
are just one or two points I would like 
to refute-to use the words of the hon. 
Member for North Western Distr.ict -
for the sake of record. He suggested 
in his remark,s some unusual or 
incorrect procedure is being followed 
in connection with the matter. The 
positi9n j� this, On th� 2�th F�llrp�ry, 
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1944, thP. Sea Defence Board sent in 
their report to Government of what 
was taking place on the West Coast 
Demerara. The report indicated that 
a very serious calamity had occurred 
which landed Government into an 
expenditure of several thousands of 
dollars. The next day Your Excellency, 
as customary and properly, reported to 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies, 
what had occurred and informed him 
tl:at the Government might be p11t to 
serious expenditure. Th8 Executive 
Council met on t he 29th February and, 
under a section of the Sea Defence 
Ordinance which specially ·provide:', for 
such circumstances, is,sued l~n Order-in
Cou ncil to the Board dii:ecting that 
Board to take all necessary steps to 
perform such works as in the opinion 
of the Board may be necessary to avert 
or mitigate the inundation by the sea. 
The section iss put to give the Governo1· 
power to take steps and spend money 
in circumstances of this nature: That 
is to say, this Council authorizes 
the Governor whenever there is a 
calamity of that · nature to take the 
necessaTy steps and Rpend money with
out coming to this Council first or 
immediately. 

The next step was the Board had 
to take temporary measures and do 
temporary work. They proceeded to get 
out an estimate which was communi
cated to the Finance Committee of this 
Council as early as the 29th March, 19H. 
I was not present at that meeting a.s I 
was out of the Colony, and so I cannot 
say exactly what took place; but from 
the records on the file I believe that the 
amount to be spent was communicated 
and the fact that preliminary 
work was going on was also communi
cated and, I take it, the Financf, 
Committee concurred with the action 
which was being taken. 

A,s regard the expenditure this 
year, ·we did not know how soon the 
work would be put in hand. As the hon . 
Member on my right (Mr. Seaford ) 

knows, a certain deal took place as 
regards getting equipment and at the 
last moment we learnt we had to be 
satisfied with only $100,000 to be spent 
thi,s year. That is the amount which 
is being put ou Supplementary Estimate 
this year. As I .said earlier, in the case 
of long term work of this kind in ·which 
a large sum is involved the p1·oper 
course is to go on and obtain substani;ial 
results. As regards the point as to 
whether the Council is informed befort! 
or after the Secretary of State, the 
normal procedure in cases of lar,?:e 
works is that we usually get the 
consent of the Secretary of State first. 
The approval of the Secretary of State 
of a Government project is obtained 
before the consent of this Council is 
sought, a,s has happened in the case of. 
this calamity. 

The last point I would like to make 
is in connection with the remarks of 
the hon. Member which implied that 
certain curious happening,s were taking 
place or about to take place in connec
tion with the work. I think I heard 
him say there was manoeuvring of 
certain interests. I do not know what is 
implied by the phraise and I would ask 
him if he has any facts or notes of 
anything at all which would go against 
the proper carrying out of this work to 
inform Governmen.t, either the hon. the 
Colonial Secretary or his colleague who 
is Chairman of the Advisory Commit
tee, and so give Government a chance 
to put matters right. I hope nothing 
serious is implied and, if there is, then 
communicate it at once and let the 
proper action be taken and so prevent 
anything going wrong. 

The PRESIDENT: I would just 
like to say this Council is entitlerl. to 
have any figures before passing any 
particular motion for any particnlar 
sum of money to be charged against 
the Colony, showing precisely how 
much i1s proposed to be spent and 
precisely how mqch ,of it has been 

.,.. .. 
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spent and on what. If that is the will 
of the Council I am prepared to obtain 
and put that before you befo re 
passing the mot ion. On the other hand 
the details of the whole scheme are 
sufficiently clearly set out with t he 
total included in the Message. You 
have further security on the Sea Defence 
B0arcl of not less than f ive Elected 
Members of this Council, and the 
Advisory Committee of the Public 
Works Depart ment is entirely composed 
of Members of the Legislative Council. 
I suggest that i.s sufficient safeguard 
as to the actual expenditur e of money. 
I think the general feeling of the 
Council is that we proceed with the 
motion, and I now put the motion 
standing in the name of the hon. 
the Colonial T1·easurer. 

Question put, and agreed t o. 

Motion passed. 

PURCHASES FOR LAND SETTLEMENT. 

The PRESIDENT: As I explained 
at t he opening I have here Mr. La ing 
who is prepared to speak to this 
motion as he has a knowledge of the 
matter g reater than any of us, Govern
ment Officers. We can in put t ing the 
fir1St motion ask him to speak to t he 
whole matter, the whole three motions, 
just to see to what degree this Council 
is prepared to proceed with either of the 
part icular motions and .. if necesRar y, 
defer voting or a final decision un t i! 
we have the Consult ing E!'lgineer 
available to answer. As you see these 
motions cover two part icular recom
mendations of the Land Settlement 
Committee adopted by resolution of 
this Council in December. In respect 
of one of these, the figmes are not yet 
complete, but we have added a further 
one-Bush Lot, No. 28, Corentyne--for 
consideration today. I therefor e call 
upon. the hon . the Colonial Secretary 
form ally to move t he first of these 
rnotions, 

• .... 

ACQUISITION OF PLN. VERGENOElGEN 

The COLONI AL SECRET ARY: With 
the cornsent of the Council I beg to 
move formally the following motion:- -

Be it Resolved, that with reference to 
Resolution No. XXXI of 1st Decembei·, 
1943 and the Governor's Messgges No. 
25 ~f the 5th of May, 1944, and No. 3 
of the 8th 0£ July, 1944, this Council 
approves of Government negotiating 
with the proprietors and purehasing 
from them Plantation Vergenoegen cum 
annexis, East Bank, Essequibo River, 
for the purpose of land settJement; 

And he it further Reso,lved, that the 
Council approves of the e:>..,>enditnre oE 
$145.000 t'he amount e~timated by the 
Consulting Engineer for reconclition.ing 
the said estate. 

For the reasons which Your Excel-· 
!ency expla ined I ask with the consent 
of t he Council that Mr. Laing under 
Article 17 of the British Guiana Consti
t ution Order-in-Council be allowed to 
take part in t hese proceedings and 
to speak on this motion. 

The COLONIAL TREASURER sec• 
onded. 

Mr. LAING (Commissioner of 
Local Government) : Your Excellency, 
Land Settlement, as hon. Members a re 
aware, is an ordered plan for the set
tling of . people on the land as small 
holders. During recent years Govern
ment has appointed committees to con
s ide1· Land Settlement and these com
mittees have put forward certain pro
posals. The Committee of 1939, which 
presented its report a t the t ime of the 
arrival of the Royal Commission, con
sidered that settlements should be 
established at Anna Regina, Ver
genoegen, Craig.Garden of Eden area, 
East Bank Demerara, and the villag:~ 
areas of the Nos. 64-78 Di.strict. Cor
entyne, and t he Bloomfield-Whim area 
should be extended. The Commit tee, 
which was appointed in 1943 and made 
recommendations of which t his Council 
had approved in principle by Resolution 
XXXI of 1943, also recommended that 
Vergenoegen, Cr aig-Garden of Eden and 
Cove and J ohn should be purchased ancJ 
)aid out fo1· Lancl Settlement, 
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In connection with Land Settleme;:it, 
the West India Royal Commission in 
theil' recommendation,s said that in 
the West Indies it is expensive in rela
tion to the number of persons settled. 
That is particularly true of this Colony, 
and it is inevitable that any sy,stem of 
land settlement is likely to prove expen
sive, more expensive here than perhaps 
in other places, for the reason that land 
settlement must be on the coastland 
which is the agricultural belt in thi,
Colony and those lands have been 
"llready allocated. It therefore follows 
that if we are to settle people we mnst 
acquire the estates from their present 
owners. Further there are difficultie~ 
of drainage and irrigation which have 
;1ot to be overcome in other Colonies but 
w,hich are extremely expensive work,, 
to carry out. 

In connection with the CommitteB 
of 1939, it recommended that cer
tain village areas should be extended, 
particularly those of the Nos. 64--7~ 
districts and in the Bloomfield-Whim 
area. These works have been 
recently carried out or are in 
process of carrying out by the 
Rice Expansion Committee. It may 
be right to say that the expense 
of drainage works is estimated in 
respect of the Nos. 64-78 area -the 
empoldering works to:gether with the 
inten1al works-likely to cost $256,(500. 
The expense in 'the smaller a rea of 
13Ioomfield-Whim will amount to 
$123,500. 

In selecting areas for Land Settle
ment the Committee could not recom
mend that estates which are fully 
occupied, or villag?. areas which are 
beneficially occupied, or small estates 
under cultivation, should be acquired 
for the reason that would merely mean 
dispossessing certain people to put 
others in their places. The Com• 
mittee had to look for areas not under 
cultivation. It is inevitable that in 
these areas drainage and irrigatio,1 are 
extremely poor and in some t hey do not 
exist at all. Therefore the Committee 
had to look for area~ of knovn1 

fertility and ,selected the areas of 
Vergenoegen which was an old sugar 
plantation, Cove and John where cane 
was also grown, and Craig-Garden of 
Eden on the East Bank Demt~rara 
where natural drainage is obtainable. 

Since this Council accepted in prin
ciple the recommendations of the Land 
Settlement Committee of 1943, certain 
examinations have been made of th0se 
areas and the Consulting Engineer has 
been able to put up estimates as to the 
cost of reconditioning t hose areas. 1 do 
not propose to deal this afternoon with 

the conditions under which the la nd 
settlements will be laid out, for t hose 
have been already discusised when 
Resolution XXXI of 1943, approving of 
the recommendations of the Committee, 
was before this Council. The motion s 
before the Council today ask for perinis
sion to negotiate with the owner s fo1· 
the acqui,sition of those estates and for 
approval of the amounts estimated by 
the Consulting Engineer to be necessary 
for placing tho,s·e e-states in good order 
in regard to drain::tge and irrigati•Jn. 

In addition to these expenses there 
will be the cost of laying 
out the lands for Land Settle~ 
ment purpos1e, building of houses 
and providing necessary living ameni
t ies, such as, well waiter for drinking 
purpose, recreation fields, burial ground 
and also posfal, medical and educational 
facilities where those do not already 
exist. If hon. Membel's refer to th~ 
Message from Your Excellency t o 
·which the hon. the Colonial Secretary 
has referred, it would be noticed 
that it will cost something 
like $145,000 to recondition Vergenoegen 
estate. By that estate I mean cu m. 
annexis - Vergenoegen, Philadelphia, 
Barnwell and Greenwich Park which 
form the whole pl~ntation of 2,746 
acres-and the estimated cost of recon
ditionin,g the drainage and irrigation 
is $145,000. It is also suggested that 
all cane-beds should be levelled and 
this will be in addition to the sum of 
$145,000. Whether th.at will }Je actu~HY 
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necessary 1 very much doubt, because 
l think that is work that may very 
well be left to the settlers themselves 
to do. 

1t will not be practical to acquire 
one section only-that i,s the Ve1°genoe
gen section-for the reason that there 
i::; at the present time on that 
section a small Country District. That 
means a part of the front lands have 
been already sold a nd these are occupied 
by the villagers who are organized in ·a 
Local Authority. In that partil!ular 
area about one-third of the land is 
under cultivation which will leave only 
some 700 acres for further settlement . 
It is therefore suggested that the other 
sections should be acquired with it 
which will make an area capable of 
settling some 150 or 200 families. The 
advantage of the Vergenoegen estates 
is that g•ravity drainage is obtainable, 
and one has not the additional expense 
of providing pumps. 

In regard to Cove and John, that 
too was an old sugar plantation. The 
land is of known fertility and, as far 
as I know, it was successfully carried 
on as a sugar estate up to with in 
recent years. I think one hon. Member 
the last t ime I spoke on it said he did 
not think it has been a successfol 
estate, but at least the old proprietor., 
were able to sell and go on to Barbados 
where, I suppose, they lived happily 
after. 

Mr. WOOLFORD: Both Mr. Bascom 
and his brother are dead. 

The PRESIDENT: They may 
nevertheless be happy! 

Mr. LAING: I expect they were 
happy during the time they were in 
Barbados and we hope their happiness 
has continued. Cove and John has an 
area of 1,682 acres of which some 
] .411 are at the present t ime occupier!, 
although I will not say actually under 
cultivation. The cost of rec,mditionin~ 
the drainage is estimated by the 

• 
• 

Consulting Engineer to be $20,500, in 
addition to which will be a sum as 
!urge as $200, 000 for pumps which ar& 
to be provided. 

The area of Bush Lot, which is 
now included, has been included for 
the reason that we have received 
representations from certain persons 
in the Corentyne District that Land 
Settlement is desirable in that area 

and that many persons are wishful of 
settling on the land there. An examina· 
t ion has been made of the Bush Lot 
e8tate also known as No. 28, Corentyne, 
and the cost of reconditioning that 
estate is estimated to be $46,000. 

In regard to the E ast Bank, 
Demerara estates, these have been 
surveyed but the Consulting Engineer 
has not yet had an opportunity of 
preparing estimates of the co-st of 
reconditioning, and of irrigation and 
drainage in the area. That is in 
process now of being completed. 

The motion before the Council is 
therefore that this Council h aving 
already approved of the principle of 
Land Settlement is now invited to give 
Government authority to negotiate 
with t he present owners for the 
acquisition of these properties aucl to 
give approval to the expenditure of the 
sum mentioned for the drainage and 
irrigation of these areas. 

The PRESIDENT: Mr. Laing has 
spoken generally to all three motions, 
but it is only convenient to move one. 
Members are at liberty t o speak 
generally or to a.nyone of these three 
propositions. I would ask any Men!ber 
who desires to address the Co•mcil. 
( After a lapse of a few minutes) Is no 
Member speaking? 

Mr. FERREIRA: There are certain 
questions I would like to ask: We have 
been told generally about these schemes, 
hut what I would like to know is the 
purchase price and how many families 
these estates can house. I think tho~ 
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are essential things we should lrnow. 
As regards Vergenoegen, we have been 
told that it has been a successful sugar 
estate. One would like to know why it 
fa iled. 

The PRESIDENT: Can Mr. Laing 
answer those questions? 

Mr. LAING: It is estimated it will 
take some 1,500 acres to house 150 
families. That i., in accordance with 
one of the reports of t he Land Settle
ment Committee. With respect to the 
purchase price I am not able to give 
the information. As I said, the sums 
mentioned in the notice now include 
the purchase price or the cost of the 
laying out of the areas for land settle
ment purpose but are merety t he cost 
of reconditioning the ir rigation and 
drainage. 

If the Council approves negotiations 
will be made with the present owners 
as regards the price of the estates, but 
if those negotiations fail there is, of 
course, the Land Acquisition Ol'dinnnc~ 
under whic,h action can be taken. 

The PRESIDENT : Are you able 
to give any valuation? 

l\fr. LAING: We have valuatioH;:; in 
respect of some of them, but not all. 

The PRESIDENT: Government has 
valued some of these properties as · a 
result of tentative conversations with 
the owners. Of course, in several cases 
a highe r value was put on them by the 
owners. It will probably be necc~sary 
for us t o proceed under the Land 
Acquis it ion Ordinance and have a final 
fixation of the value made by the 
Court. All we can give Members is our 
own valuations and the prices demanded 
by the owners. 

Mr. FERREIRA : I know nothing 
about the first two estates, but as 
1·l':gards No. 28, Corentyne, that 
estate comprises 450 acres and I t hink 

it can accommodate 50 families. If 
Government is going to spend $45,000 
on drainage, and I presume the 
estate is worth $30, 000 or $35,000, I 
think the investment would be a very 
poor one. I suggest that the Coredyne 
should be given internal drainage .ind 
the people would settle on the land 
themselves. 

Dr. SINGH : I do not say it bcca11;;e 
one of these esta.tes happens to be in 
my district, but I think Pin. 
Vergenoegen is an ideal place for Land 
:::iettlement. Some yea,rs ago a p1rivate 

company proposed to acquire it fo1· that 
purpose. I think this question of land 
settlement has been on the tapis a long 
time and it i-s aibout t ime Government 
made a start. I am in favour of an early 
acquisition of t hese estates. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: It appears to me 
that Members are somewhat fri,ghtened 
by the magnitude of t he task before 
them this morning in connection with 
these proposals, and I was hoping that 
perhaps my colleagues at the other encl 
of the table might have opened the 
debate. I th ink we are all agreed that 
Land Settlement Schemes are ideal 
things in themselves, but the experience 
we have had in the past has not been so 
,;ery happy or successful, a nd I do not 
know whether I am right in assuming 
that perhaps hon. Members, like myself, 
feel this morning that we a re takir.i; 
a very big bite in proposals of t his kind. 
We are asked here first of all to 
approve of negotiations being condnctecl 
with t he proprietors of the estates named 
fo1· t he purchase of those estates, and 
for a uthority to spend $211,000 in 
accordance wi th t he estimates put up 
by t he Consulting Engineer. 

I would like to say at once that 
these figures, la rge as they may seem, 
indicate very little to me as to what 
the ultimate cost of these schemes will 
be, and while I ag-ree that land setlle
ment is a very good thing and t hat i t 
is very desirable to embark on th~se 
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schemes, they are on such a large ,:cale 
that should they result in failure it 
would certainly cramp our future 
efforts in this direction. I am 
therefore wonderin,g whether a more 
prudent step should not be taken. We 
have had it s tated here from time to 
time, and from the Government side 
in particular, that we are undertaking 
works without the personnel to carry 
them out. Then again, we are finding it 
extremely difficult to obtain mechani
cal impiements and materials for works 
of this kind and public works generally. 
It may well be that the purpose of the 
motion to-day is to ascertain the 
reactions of this Council in regard 
to Land Settlement Schemes in general. 
If that is the ides, then I have no 
doubt that Government will receive 
its full support. On the other hand, if 
the purpose of these motions ia to 
secure what may be described as a blank 
cheque or an open order to proceed 
with those schemes as outlined in the 
report of the Land Settlement Com
mittee and also in these motions, then I 
am afraid that Government · will not 
receive the support which perhaps the 
sc:hemes warrant, for the 1·eason tha~ 
Members will undoubtedly be a little 
bit cautious as to the-

The PRESIDENT: The purpose of 
the motions is to authorize Government 
to negotiate with the proprietors of 
these particular estates. If they are 
passed we can proceed to negotiate, 
knowing that if reasonable purchase 
prices can be negotia.ted we would be 
supported by the Council in proceeding 
to complete the purchase. The reason 
why the motions were put in this form is 
because the Council is already committed 
in principle to Land Settlement. They 

were put in general terms without 
any statement as to what these estate,s 
would cost, but the Council must remem
ber that when we buy we buy value· 
The money is not simply thrown into 
the sea. If the motions are passe,l 
Government expects tne subsequent 
s upport of the Council when it comes 

back to the Council to get the 
r,urchase money as soon as the negotia 
tions have been completed. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I am very grate
ful indeed for that pronouncement. I 
really wanted a pronouncement of that 
kind to be made because, without trying 
to decry the able speech made by the 
Commissioner of Local Government on 

,. the motions, I would point out that they 
did not really go as far as to say that. 
I am fully aware that the purpose of 
the motion,s is rea.lly to give Govern
ment authority to enter into negotia
t ions with the proprietors for the 
purpose of acqmnng these estates. 
That may sound very well and I think, 
generally speaking, most hon. Members 
will be in agreement with that view, 
but at the same time I think it will be 
admitted that with that authority in 
hand Government will proceed to 
acquire these estates and work will 
at once commence to put them in order. 
Further than that: I undeir,;;,tand from 
the mover of the motions that there 
will be further expenditure in laying 
out the areas so as to make provision 
for housing, water supply, etc. It is 
t oo big a task to ask for further 
particulars on that score·. I prefer to 

ieave that for another occasion, becansc 
I have no doubt that Members will be 
given an opportunity to do so. 

Now that the ground is clear and 
we know that for the present at :rny 
rate the intention of the Government 
is merely to proceed with negotiations 
to acquire these estates, perhaps it is 
well that hon. Members should express 
their views as to the manner in whic:h 
those negotiations should be .made. If 
I understand the position correctly, there 
can be no doubt about it that most o:t' 
these estates, if not all of them, are in 

very bad order, and that is confirmed 
by the estimates that have been pre11ared 
in order to put them in .some reason
ably good order so that the lands may be 
beneficially occupied. If that is correct, 
then it naturally follows that in 
negotiating for the pu1·chase of these 
estates due regard must be paid to thefr 
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condition so that an economic valuation 
may be arrived at. In other words, it is 
clear to me that Government cannot 
consider these lands to be of much value 
to anybody at the present time, and I 
am wondering at the yardstick that is 
going to be used either by the respons
ible Government officers concerned or 
whoever is charged •with the re,spons
ibility of carrying on those negotiations. 

I am very deepiy concerned as to 
the method that will be adopted in 
arriving at the value of these lands. 
I am fully aware of the difficulties 
that are ahead and I am a lso fully 
aware of the powers of Government in 
the event of the negotiations falling 
through. Government has power under 
the Lands Acquisition Ordinance to 
acquire these lands, but there again 
there is also the question of assessors 
bein,g appointed for t he purpose. I do 
not think too much stress can be pnt 
on this point: that where land is of 
no value at all, where it 1has been allowed 
to be over•run by bush with no drainage 
or irrigation, it can hardly be of much 
value to those who own it. In sho.rt, 
what I want this Government to be 
safeguarded against is being held up to 
ransom by the proprietors of these 
estates merely because it wants to ofter 
these lands to people for beneficial 
occupation. H ow the problem is going 
tn be solved I am not in a position to 
offer any assistance. 

There can be no doubt about it that 
these schemes are valuable, but very 
great care should and must be taken 
in acquiring these lands, otherwi:;,~ I 
fear that t his Colony would be paying 
too much for them. That is the evil 
that hovers a round the Colony to-day. 
The minute Government attempts -t:o do 
somethinrg for the benefit of the people 
some hindrance develops. While I do 
not want to say that if the prices are 
too high the scheme should be aban
doned, I do say that every step should 
be taken to see that the lands are 
acquired at prices c:onsidered 110t only 
reasonable but havip.g regard to their 

present condition and the u5e they a re 
being put to at the present time, other
wise I am afraid that the t!ntire cost 
of the ,schemes, would be prohibitive. 

I understood Your Excelleni::y to 
say that although the mover spoke in 
respect of all of the motions it is your 
intention to take them one by one. J 
can see a little difficulty there. I was 
hoping that land settlement in this 
Colony would have progressed ste11 by 
step. I do not think it a wise policy to 
aLtempt at this stage to acquire or even 
to begin to negotiate, however desirable 
the proposals are in respect of all of 
these lands. I had hoped that one or, 
eyen at the most, two areas would have 
been selected and the work on them 
carried to finality, and that as a result 
of the experienee gained the schemes 
would have been extended in other 
areas. I realize, of course, the desire to 
spread the schemes out in various 
parts of the coastland, and I think that 
.must have operated in the minds not 
only of the Committee but of the 
mover of· the motion, because I know 
he has given considerable thought to 
this matter. As a matter of fact. the 
motions speak for themselves. Thei·e is 
a scheme for the Corentyne, one for 
the East Coast and one for t he East 
Bank of the Essequibo River. That is 
very desirable, but I thought we would 
have taken these proposals up one by 

one, gainin.g experience as we proceed. 

There is one thing I am certain 
about and that is that it will be 
absolutely impoissible to carry out the 
various works at the same time. I do 
not see how that is practicable. If it is 
admitted that it is not practicable then 
my suggestion that we should proceed 
step by step is a more desirable one-

I am afraid that when we attemp: to 
bite off to() much in this .::ountry we 
do not only become downhearted but 
we m::i.ke errors, and very often wh en 
we make errors we lose vigour and 
become more inclined to allow things 
to slide. I would hate to see something 
like that happening in connection with 
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land settlement schemes and that 
i::; why l suggest that Government 
1:,hould proceed with caution. I t hink 
1 !lave said enough to indicate my line 
oi thought on these proposals, and I urge 
upon hon . .Members to give them very 
careful consideration ::;o that whatever 
decisions which may be made here to
day will be such as can be reasonably 
acted upon and achieve the results we 
hope for. 

The PRESIDENT: I would just iike 
t0 make one or two other points clear. 
Ther e was some difficulty about the 
form of motion. We could have put it in 
another form indicating estimated vur
chase prices, but that would have com
mitted us to t hose figures. It wouid 
have helped us to get on quicker, pro
vided we could have purchased within 
those figures. The present form of 
motion does make it necessary t hat we 
should have to come back tu the Coun
cil and report the results of the nego
tiations or other proceedings to acqui re 
these estates. 

As regards the suggestion that we 
should proceed with these schemes one 
by one, the position is that if we did 
that we postpone for years progress 
in other parts of the country. If we 
start on the West Coast we postpone· 
the Corentyne, not for one year but 
for a period of year s. I have already 
~ppointed a Land Settlement Officer 
and I have negotiated with the Comp
troller for Development and Welfare 
for the necessary staff and personnel, 
and if we get machinery \Ve should be 
able to handle schemes in more than 
one part of the Colony. I think Mr. 
Laing can confirm that. 

Mr. LAI NG: Yes, sir. 

Mr. AUSTIN: 1 am in thorough 
agreement that negotiations should be 
carried . on in respect of the purchase 

of these properties, but I would like to 
b1·ing to the atte.ntion of Your 
Excellency and Members of the 

Council a matter which occurred 
~ome years ago in connection with the 
acqu1srnon ot .r-Jn. Anna .Kegina 1m the 
Essequ100 Coast, wmch was sold 
to Government for $100,uvv, payment 
being spread over a period of 
5 years. That estate was acquired in 
good condition; it had fairly good 
drainage and it was carried on for a 
year with a small profit. In the casH 
of Vergenoegen I think that estate has 
been abandoned for about 60 years and 
has been converted into a rice estate. 
I do not thi.nk it has ever paid its 
assessment for sea defence, drainage and 
things of that sort, and there may be 
still arrears outstanding. Is Government, 
going to purchase an estate unless it 
is certain that it will be an economic 
proposition? It will have to be thor
oughly cleaned up and it will cost 
Government a lot of money. I think the 
condition of the estate should be con
s idered when the purchase price is 
being arranged. 

The PRESIDENT: Is that not 
included in the $145,000? 

Mr. AUSTIN: Not t he cost of puttillg 
it in order. I s i t wor th $75,000 as it 
stands today? I do not think any agri
culturist in this Colony would pay that 
amount for that particular block of 
e&tates unless they are very urgently 
,ranted for Settlement Schemes, and 
even then I do not think it is a good spot 
from a health point of view. We have 
lots of problems in front of us invol
ving expenditure, and I think we should 
proceed in other directions rather than 
embark on a Land Settlemerut Scheme 
in a locality where the health of the 
settlers is bound to be affected. 

The Commissioner of Local Govern
ment can give you some idea as to the 
.health condition of Tuschen and neigh
bouring estates. I understood from him 
on a previous occasion that he consid
e1·ed that particular block should be 
more or less abandoned f1·om a residen
tial point of view and, if necessary, let 
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it be r everted back into bush which to 
all intents and purposes it .is now. Have 
we not to consider the question of health 
when we are taking over these estates? 
Are we satisfied that $75,000 is suffi
cient to recondition these places for t he 
people to live happily on? Although I 
favour that negotiations be started, I 
really think that the particular s ite 
should be very fully considered by the 
engineers and medical men before any 
further action is taken, 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: Land Set-
tlement is not new to this Colony, The 
hon. Member who has just taken his seat 
referred to Anna Regina. I have no, 
heard of that being a success. With ali 
due respect to your expression about 
the acquisition of the three properties, 
I am entirely opposed to it. I feel we 
should make haste very slowly. One nf 
these propositions I am in favour of and 
that is the best of the three. I am in a 
position to tell you without boasting
I am an old man _and, I think, on the 
first occasion we met I toid you I am 
not disposed to undertake any new j,Jbs 
as regards my seat in this Council
quite a lot about these iands and the 
chances of success with them. Unfortu
nately Vergenoegen cum annexis as a 
property fell into my hands twice and 
on each occas ion I lost money. I had 
difficulty in selling it even in sections. 
Vergenoegen was sold to one man. I 
think Philadelphia is owned by one of 
my sons, BarnweJI was sold separately 
and also Greenwich Park. The drainage 
of the estates gave trouble and I could 
not rear cattle and sheep on them. 

With regard to Cove and John, that 
also fell into my hands. I have heard 
the Commissioner refer to the acquisi
tion of the estate, but he forgot to tell 
us that it was purchased during the last 
war by a syndicate for $100,000 and it 
never turned out a success as a sugar 
estate. The machinery is of no value. 
Everything has been dismantled by the 
person who holds the mortgage. 

As I have said, 1 am for one ot the 
schemes, but which of them is a matter 
we should go into. 1 am prepareo I,\, 

make a statement, and 1 challenge an; 
man in this Chamber to say that he can 
give the value of land more accurately 
than I can, barring one Member whose 
opinion in that respect I will take second 
place to, the hon. Member for George
tow,1 North (Mr. Seaford ) . I am satis
fied that very few persons in this Colony 
can go on any land and give you accu
rately the value of it. I have been over 
every inch of Verge;noegen, and as 
regards Bush Lot on the Corentyne I 
sold it and I happened to own Pln. Maida 
which is next to it. I know that land bet
ter than I know my own Georgetown 
property. We are running too fast. 

I certainly t hink the people are 
entitled to have Land Settlement, but 
have we got the inhabitants for 

three different Land Settlement propo
sitions at the same time? l am 
afraid not. I may be considered 
pessimistic, but I cannot conceive 
our making a success of three such pro
positions together. We have few men in 
the Government Service we can second 
to supervise these jobs. I claim to :.:ie 
mediocre, and I must admit that if we 
had brilliant men years ago I would not 
be where I am today. I am convinced 
that to g ive Government- as one hon. 
l\'J ember said-a blank cheque in this 
matter is not the best thing. 
I would cer tainly prefer that the 
propositions be placed before this 
Council in respect of each of these 
properties. There are better lands avail
able for Land Settlement than any of 
these which have been selected, but I 
have not been consulted in the matter. 
Had I been a sked it would have been a 
very simple thing for me to s uggest 
other lands. 

The PRESIDEKT: Why have you not 
g iven us t he benefit of this advice 
before? We have been at this th ing for 
a year. We appointed a Committee to 
examine this matter and ~ts report was 
available for many months. It was 
brought to Members of this Council 
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eight months ago and the Council accept 
-ed it like that. Now that we have got 
a little farther on with it and have got 
our figures ready and brought it again 
to this Council everyone wants to go 
over it again. We can appoint another 
committee with your.self on it and 
begin it all over again. That is why 
British Guiana stagnates. (applause) I 
am not referring to you personally. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: I know that. 
I never push myself into anything and l 
never volunteer information unless it is 
requested of me. I am not a.gainst any
one of these schemes. I only express my 
personal view in a few words and adhere 
to what I say. I was never asked. 

The PRESIDENT: Hon. Members 
were asked on the 1st Dec<:,mber last 
vear. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: That was 
when the proposition was before us. 

The PRESIDENT: If :rny Member 
had objection to our proceeding with 
more than one part of the Colony, why 
did he not say so then ? The resolution 
was passed unanimously with a great 
deal of complimen•t paid Government, 
and Government was therefore 
entitled to go on with it. Gov
ernment proposes to start Land 
Settlement Schemes in three parts 
of the country. If Members of Council 
a re not prepared to play up t? their duty 
and to say so, how can Government get 
011 at all? Your chance wa,s in Decem
ber last to state your objections. How
ever, we can go back and begin again. 

Mr. PERCY C. WIGHT: With aJI due 
respect to what Your Excellency has said, 
I mi.ght not have been present at any 
of those meetings of Council. I have not 
been paying attention to the business 
of this Legislative Council because my 
age does not permit me and I have other 
business to attend to. I may say can
didly J have not had a square deal from 
this Government in respect of land and 
I have a grievance against Government. 

I am not against any of these schemes. 
I am only making the suggestion that 
we should make haste slowly and proceed 
with one scheme at a t ime- o:i.e this year 
and another next year. I never indicated 
that I was against these propositions. 
I plead guilty, however, to not having 
paid more attention to the matter. My 
honest conviction is that we should 
decide on one of these schemes and do 
that. The expenditure is going to be a 
quarter or half million dollars· or more, 
and we cannot afford to venture out on 
new propositions which are going to 
impose a greater tax on us in this coun
try. I am practically retiring and am 
not taking an active part in business. I 
am taking things e-asily; my health does 
11ot permit me to do otherwise- To 
blame me and to say that I should have 
come here long ago with my suggest
icns, I cannot agree with that. 

Mr. J. A. LUCKHOO: I cannot 
understand the amount of pessimism 
that invades this Council. For many 
years Members of this Council have 
advocated and clamoured for Land Set
tlement. Committees have been appoint
ed and have reported from t ime to time, 
and this last Committee reported in 
favour of certain sites. What is being 
asked today is for an expression of opin
ion from Members, who have apprrJVed 
of the matter in principle, as to negotia
tions for the purchase of those proper
ties. If the price is too high then we will 
have to drop it. If the expenditure for 
putting the places in proper condition 
for settling people from a health point 
of view is too heavy, then of course we 
will have to scrap the scheme. But I 
agree that as long as we take up this 
attitude British Guiana will never pro
gress. You, si r , have advocated 
schemes of irrigation and draina.ge; you 
have written, after very much delibera
tion and thought as to the condition of 
this Colony, a. long despatch to the Sec
retary of State for the Colonies, and 
despite that some people are trying to . 
dampen what you have done by 
objecting to these. schemes which 
you have recently advocated. It 
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is no wonder that me11 who come here 
and advocate schemes 0£ this nature 
are taken away from us at the very 
first opportunity. I fear that your 
visit to London will result in your not 
returning, because we are too pes3imis
tic here. Members of this Council have 
stated here over and over that Govern
ment does pot want to do anything for 
the people, but really it seems they do 
not want anything to be done. It is no 
use remaining a Member of this Count:il 
if things are to lag and continue in 
this manner. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I agree 
with the hon. Nominated Member who 
has just spoken. We have no unity in 
this Council, but outside the people in 
general clamour for Land Settlement. I 
do not know if some of those who hau 
clamoured for Land Settlement thought) 
it would never come about and that 
is the reason why they asked for it, or 
having seen it in print some thought 
it too good to be true and that too much 
benefits were to be given to some 
people. I do not think Land Settlement 
should be based on the cost of the 
scheme, as to whether it i,s economical 
or not so far as the construction cosc is 
concerned, because I presume that in 
selecting settlers for any one of these 
schemes care will be taken to select 
good and genuine farmers and also to 
select those who cannot afford to buy 
Janel for themselves. I cannot understand 
the fear that people may not be found 
to put on these places. After all, accord
ing to the estimates given by the 
Commissioner of Local Government, :,ill 
we can accommodate on those three 
or four places is 400 families. Your 
Excellency has moved around quite a 
lot in the country and can s-ay whether 
there will be any difficulty in finding 
400 families throughout the Colony who 
cannot afford to buy sufficient land to 
occupy in order to maintain themselves. 

When I say construction cost should 
not be taken into consideration, it is 
because of this fact: If these people 
cannot procure land by their own 

means to be able to assist themselves 
by their own efforts, · and every year 

their families are increasing and theit' 
difficulty is also growing, they 
will be a charge eventually on the State. 
ls it then not a wise1; plan to fir.ct 
somewhere to put them so that they 
can make their own livelihood, be 
prosperous and become good citizens 
of the State to which they belong? 1 
fail to see otherwise. Take for instance 
the West Doast Demerara; the area 
selected there will accommodate ~00 
families, but you are not making 
sufficient provision to so accommoctate 
them as to enable them to assist 
thems·elves and their families. On the 
other hand on the East Coast Demerara, 
take Cove and J ohn, will there be any 
difficulty in findiing 150 families to 
occupy there? It is monstrous to think 
so far as the Corentyne is concerned, 
tha,t you are only making accommodation 
for 50 families. I think that the plan 
is well laid out and it is because of the 
latitude and privilege you give to this 
Council that this motion has .::ome 
before this Council to-day otherwise, 
I take it, when this Council accepted 
Land Settlement in principle it · might 
have passed a similar motion to this 
one at . the moment and Government 
would not have had to return to this 
Council. 

So far as the fear of the hon. 
Member for Central Demerara is 
concerned, I know that he is giving his 
full support to any Land Settlement 
Scheme, but he is afraid that Govern

ment is so weak that the proprietors 
of these places will fleece Government 
when it comes to the ne,gotiations about 
the price of the properties. But has 
he forgotten that we have quite recent
ly passed an Ordinance to acquire la.nds 
for s imilar purposes? If Government 
thinks that the proprietors want more 
than the value of the land, it has the 
machinery with which to procee:.l. 
Maybe the hon. Member for Central 
Demerara may be one of the Umpires. 
1 do not think he should entertain much 
fear in so far as the fleecing of C~ov-
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ernment is concerned. He also fears 
~hat he may not be selected as an 
Umpire. 

Mr. de AGUIAR: I am not. 

Mr. PEER BACCHUS: I hope this 
Council, after considering the benefits 
that Land Settlement will give to the 
entire Colony and that the expendiil!re 
will be recouped in some other form 
or other, whether it be a reduction 
of the Poor Law Vote, or a r eduction of 
the H ospital Vote or a reduction even 
under the last Ordinance we have passed 
for Old Age P ension because the land 
will be put into such condit ion that even 
those persons at the age of fifty-five 
may be able to grow something around 
their plot to maintain themselves, will 
support the motion. I appeal to Mem
bers of Council to look ahead. We have 
,iust before this authorized the expen
diture of $100,000 to keep off the sea 
from these Land Settlements so that 
they will be able to give immediate bene
fits a nd assist the settlers, because I see 
one of the proposed sites i.s on the 
West Coast Demerara. I appeal to hon. 
Members to look ahead, and I am fully 
certain that we will be pleased in years 
to come that we were Members of this 
Council when such a· schem~ wa;; 
passed. It is what we have bem1 
clr.mouring for all these years. 

Mr. JACOB: Again I cannot say 
that I follow the procedure that is bP.ing 
adopted to-day. I have been a member 
of the Land Settlement Committee. I 
have been a membn of the Rural 
Housing Committee. It appears that the 
one interlocks the other. When the 
Committee was considering) the ques
tion of Land Settlement, in fact when 
I was appointed a member of that 
Committee I expressed the hope that 
it would adopt the 1939 Report and 
within a few months something practi
cal would be done. The Commissioner 
of Local Government wa,s Chairman 
and, I think, I had his assurance that 
was decided. Although there has been 
some delay the Committee reportecl in 

August last year and this Council 

approved of the principle of Land 
Settlement and, as Your Excellency 
reminded the hon. Member for George
town Central, it was unanimously 
adopted. Before that, an Ordinance was 
passed giving Government power to 
acquire lands for Land Settlement
Ordinance No. 14 of 1943. His Excel
lency gave his assent to it on the 6th 
August, 1943. During the debate on 
Land Settlement I was informed 
distinctly and, I think, it was the 
unanimous opinion of the members of 
the, r:0mmittee that as soon as that 
Ordinance was passed certain proper
ties would have been acquired. I d0 
not believe any member of that Commit
tee objected to that assurance being 
given by the Chairman, and in fact 
I pr essed that Plantations Vergenoegen 
and Cove and John should be acquired. 
There is a paragraph in the Committee's 
Report which reads as follows:-

"The Committee recommends that 
Plantations Cove and John and Vergenoe
gen cum annexis be acquired as soon as 
the necessary Bill to amend the 
Acquisition of Land for Public Pw-poses 
Ordinance is passed. 'In the case 
of Vergenoegen, settlement should 
commence only on the completion of 
the Bonasika scheme but meanwhile the 
present tenants should be allowed to 
remain if they so desire." 

That is clear and conclusive that 
the Committee recommended those two 
properties should have been acquired, 
and this Government had the legal 
authority t o do so. Why all this ri_q
rnarole, adopting the Committee's report 
and coming back her e and asking for 
permission to negvtiate for the pur
chase? I was alarmed a moment ago to 
understand from a member of the Com
mittee when he spoke--! refer to the 
hon. Nominated Member, Mr. J. A. 
Luckhoo- that if the cost is prohibitive 
then the scheme should be scrapped. I 
am not concerned with the cost at all. 
I thought I would have heard when he 
spoke on the motion for Sea Defences 
that perhaps the money should not be 
voted. But, no; wh·en it comes to Land 

Uettlement, when it comes to the question 
of putting people on the laiid and giv, 
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ing them an opportunity to live in some 
kind of comfort it should be scr apped 
if the cost is prohibitive. i am strong
ly of the opinion that this Government 
is just delaying this matter. Govern
ment has the authority to proceed 
whether the price is $100 or $100,000. 
Why come to this Council a;id delay the 
matter a ll t his time when it is within 
the knowledge of Government that at 
least 15,000 families require lands? Is 
not that within the knowledge of Gov
ernment? If not, I ask that a census 
he taken to ascertain that. 

The hon. Member for Georgetown 
Central is in favour of one of these 
p ropositions and not all three. I am 
speakin g on the motion which is actual
ly moved that this Council approves of 
Government negotiating with the 
prnprietors and purchasing from them 
Plantation Vergenoegen cum annexis, 
F:ast Bank, E ssequibo ,River. Now, 
what is the area of Vergenoegen? As 
g-iven in the Governor',s Message, No. 3, 
it is 2,746 acr es. The Land Settlement 
Committee recommended in paragraph 
1 ( iv)-

"House plot s<hould be 1/3 to 1 ;.ere 
and the unit for cul~ivation 3 acres 
minimum. and 15 acres maximum. to be 
clietermined by whether or not ;,r.1·es 
adjacent to the settlement provide the 
settlers with otlher avenues of employ
ment." 

I am taking t he average or mean of 
3 and 15 acres-9 acres. That is the 
average to be accorded to ~- settler to 
make h im independent. If you divide 
:Vergenoegen's 2,746 acres into 
9 acres to the family you 
can only get accommodation for 305 
families to be removed from cert.ain 
parts of West Coast Demerara for 
permanent settlement on Pln. Ver gen
oegen. What settlement will 2,746 
acres provide? From my knowledge of 
the W est Coast I think there are at 
least 3,000 or 4,000 families who 
r equi re land to settle on. What is the 
clifficulty? Why not take the risk-if 
it is a risk at all-of experimenting 

with 300 families right away? l am a 
li ttle s urm·ised t hat the hon. Membet 
for Geo-<;etown Central ( Mr. Per cy C. 
Wight' should have ventured the 
opini -111 that Government should make 
haste slowly. Make haste slowly in a 
matter of this kind in wh ich Africans 
a~d East Indians have been clamourin~ 
for lanrl settlement for at least 25 
years? Government has done absolutely 
nothing within that time to settle 
people on the land. but it pretends that 
it is doing all it can to make people 
independent. We have certain groups 
of people in this Colony who say that 
the people will not go back to the land; 
they want white collar jobs. I am 
suggesting- to Government to put the 
matter to t he test. Offer 2-acre blocks 
to the people and you will find that 
those who want whi te collar clerks will 
not get them. Government wants to 
support a group of people who desire 
to employ workers at wages ranging 
from 36 cents to 3/ - per day of 8 to 10 
hours but do not g ive them five days' 
work a week. Government is s upporting 
its own Departments <tnd other s who 
are large employers of labour. 

My point is that t his scheme should 
have been started Jong ago, and that 
Government is delaying it, perhaps 
unwittingl.v. Probably there is no staff, 
but I am not sure that it is a question 
1)f staff. I am not sure that the Land 
Settlement Officer appointed is a 
su itable per son for that job. I do not, 
think he is. I suggest that a Land 
Settlement Officer from J amaica should 
be employed in this Colony, a nd no 
one connected with other interests in 
the Colony should be given the job 
which is a key position in the interest 
of the peasants of this Colony. 

I reser ve further remarks on the 
subject until a later stage, but I ca.n
not refrain from referring to two 
auestions I asked at the last session of 
the Council, in respect of which I was 
granted the courtesy of rece1v111g 

replies by letter, W ith yom permission, 



457 Land Settlement- LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL Pln. Vergenoegen 45S 

sir, I will read the questions and the 
answers so that they may be put on 
record at least. I asked:-

' 'Q . 1-Will Government explain why 
Plns. Cove and John and Vergenoegen 
in Demerara have not been acquired 
for land settlement purposes, as reclom
mended by the Landi Settlement Commit
tee which was appointed in February 
and which submitted an interim report 
in August, 1943? 

A.-The Lcend Settlement Gom-
mittee decided that settlement should 
not take place on land' that was not 
both drained and inigated. Government 
is obtaining estimates of the cost oJ1 
draining and inigating both estates before 
finally deciding on acquisit.ion. The whole 
position as regards land settlement inc~ud
ing the two estc.·tes has been set out in 
Message No. 25 for consideration of M;em
bers of the Legislative Council." 

I have had occasion to complain 
about inaccuracies in replies that have 
reached me from time to time. This 
reply is certainly not accurate. I re--read 
Message No. 25 last night and Message 
No. 3 also, and I hope that this reply 
will not be repeated in respect of the 
questions which I have repeated in the 
notice I gave this morning. The second 
r:ruestion was:-

"Q. 2-Is Government sti11 unconcerned 
about the welfare of hundreds of work
ers who are being victimised by cert,ain 
landlords in Demerara and Berbice, and 
who have been and are being given 
notices to remove their houses, out-houses 
and cattle pens, or in the alternative, in 
some cases, pay an increased rent of aver 
300%? 

A--The general position as regards 
rural housing is being actively pursued. 
Government appointed a Rural Housing 
Committee which reported on 30th Sep
tember, 1943. By resolutions passed on 
1st December, 1943, the recommendations 
o,f the Commlittee were accepted in prin
ciple by tlhe Legislative Council and 
action on the report is proceeding. The 
authority necessary is being created.'' 

I cannot accuse the Colonial Sec
retariat of deliberately g1vmg an 
incorrect reply, but there is something 
fondanient;11ly wrong spmewhet'il• 

The PRESIDENT: What is this 
all about? Is it about rural housing? 

Mr. JACOB: Yes, sir. 

The PRESIDENT: Well it is not 
quite relevant. 

Mr. JACOB: I think it is, but if 
Your Excellency thinks otherwise-

The PRESIDENT: I think we 
should get on with Land Settlement. 

Mr. JACOB: Land settlement 
includes hous.es for the settlers, and 
when the reply was g iven to my ques
sion why people cannot get land to 
p lant and bu ild houses that the Rural 
Housing Committee had reported, it 
was a deliberate attempt to mislead this 
Council and throw me off the track. 
The Rural Housing Committee had 
nothing to do with Demerara and 
Berbice. Its terms of reference were 
confined to Essequibo. 

The PRESIDENT: Quite true, but 
all that is not relevant to these motions. 

Mr. JACOB: I submit it is, because 
houses have to be built. Government i s 
trying to cloak its delay while it pre
tends that everything is being done to 
make the people comfortable. I suggest 
that the Secretariat should be a little 
more careful about giving correct 
answers. 

The PRESIDENT: I will appoint 
a highly qualified officer to answer the 
hon. Member's questions. I am sure the 
Colonial Secretary would welcome an 
increase of staff for the purpose. 
(laughter) . 

The hon. Member for North West
em District is per fectly correct in 
pointing out that by accepting the 
Resolution of the 1st December this 
Council accepted the report of the 
Committee which recommended that 
tr.ese estates should be acquired as 
soon as the Land Settlement Ordinance 
has been passed. and in principle fully 
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empowered Government to purchase 
these estates straightway. We did 
not do that. Had we done that ·and 
had Members awakened one morning :n 
il!I:arch and found that Government had 
spent half a million dollars in purchas
ing these estates that would l_iave meant 
jumping the Council. The hon. Member 
is a champion totalitarian of 
this Council, but I have no 
desire to vie with him. I think that in 
spite of that Resolution it is fair to 
come back to the Council with what 
par ticular steps we propose to take in 
the light of the information we have 
obtained since that Resolution was 
passed, That is the answer to the point 
that Government is delaying this 
matte-r. We had t o take a certain fair 
account of what the sentim,ents of 
Members of the Council w0uld be, and 
I am sure that they would like t o be 
consulted again. 

Mr. JACOB: It will mean then 
that after Government has negotiated 
you will have to come back to the Coun
cil. 

The PRESIDENT: I am prepared 
to do that. I am not prepared to jump 
this Council with expensive purchases 
without Members knowing what has 
happened. It is only fair that they 
should know what Government is doing, 

I have tried to get a Land Settle
ment Officer from Jamaica but I have 
failed to get him. I consulted the 
Comptroller and his advice is quite 
definitely against my pm-suing that 
particular purpose. 

Mr. JACKSON: I rise to give my 
unqualified support to the motion 
before the Council. We are all agreed 
t hat ther e sh ould be land settlement 
schemes for the benefit of the people 
of this Colony, In the course of this 
debate reference has been made to the 
failure of the Bush Lot scheme in 
Essequibo. I would like to say that 
failures or di.sappofotments ought to be 
stepping stones t o st1ccess

1 
and l h <1,ve 

no doubt that the elements that brought 
failure to the scheme in E 1:·aequibo can 
be turned to good account in imple
menting the schemes we have in view, 
I think that Government is quite t"ight 
in bringing forward this matter in the 
manner in which it is put before · us 
today. I think the hon. Nominated i\l[em
ber, Mr. J. A. Luckhoo, was quite right 
when he referred to the pessimism 
that exists in this Colony and 
said that it has been the -:lraw
back of the Colony. I support 
the scheme and I sincerely hope that if 
the negotiations are succes;,ful Govern
mewt will proceed at once with the 
implementation of the scheme as 
envisaged in the motion. 

Mr. SEAFORD: I wish t o preface 
my remarks by saying tha.t I was 
unfortunately out of the Colony on the 
1st December when the original motion 
was before the Council, (,therwise it 
might have affected the views which 
I will express today, The hon . N omin
~ted Member, Mr. J. A. Luckhoo, 
referred to the pessimism of this 
Council. I cannot agree tha t pessimism 
is the right word. I think what this 
Council ha1:: shown is caution rather 
than pessimism. Members are asking 
Government to be careful, and I ent irely 
agree with them. I am sorry that we 
have not full est imates before us today. 
I think the Council is entitled to 
estimates when it is asked to vote for 
any particular scheme. I know that we 
hav'! estimates for the laying out of 
the land. I appreciate that it is difficult 
to state the cost of the esta.tea, but there 
are othe~· commitments which Govern
ment will have to face, such as 
the laying out of roads, the provision of 
schools, post offices and medical facili
ties. In a.sking us to approve of this 
mot ion it is only r ight that we should 
ask to what extent we a re committing 
the Colony. I am a little bit nervous 
about our total commitments generally. 
I am rather fearful as I do not know 
what we will have to face in the near 
future. May I sir, recall a few words 
which you iitten:a in this Co-unc!l pot 
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very long ago when you were dealing 
with the Old Age Pension Bill, but not 
a single newspaper published those 
words. To me they were most important, 
and I think all Members will regard 
them as such. You said:-

"We are getting into something like 
deep water. The Treasurer and I are 
engaged on an examination to get some 
idea (guess-work it. will have to be) 
as to what our recurrent revenue and 
expenditure will be in say two years 
time. It is going to be very difficult to 
do, and the picture is not going to be 
a very pleasant one. We must realize 
that we have just the other day taken 
on a liability of $300,000 for teachers' 
salaries. That is now before the Secre
tary of State. It is going to rise to very 
much more than that and· if it is going to 
be kept down it is going to be kept down 
by certain measures which will not be 
very popular. Our total liability at the 
moment must be getting on towards two 
million dollars, and I should be nothing 
but a fool to give you any' cheerful like
lihood that a re-examination of this mat
ter a year hence would mean a change." 

With those words coming from 
you, sir, it is only natural that responsi
ble Members cf this Council should 
advise caution. I am in favour of land 
settlement schemes wherever we can 
establish them. In voting for these 
motions I am going to ask that we be 
given estimates. I take it for granted 
that the cost of these schemes will be 
borne by the Imperial Government. 

The PRESIDENT: No. The princi
ple is definitely this. The purchase of 
land will be our own responsibility. 
As far as I lmow that h as been laid 
down in all development schemes in 
respect of which land has to be 
purchased and remains our own 
property. Ser vices such as you have 
described would certainly be considered 
a proper case for an application for a 
grant from the Colonial Development 
and Welfare Fund. We are not spend
ing money and throwh1g it away like 
that. We a re getting land for the 
money we are spending, and we are 
going to recover a lot of it either by 

sale or leasehold. Those extra services 
I know will be uneconomic, but would be 
a proper ground for an application for 
a grant. 

Mr SEAFORD: I think I remember 
reading in a speech made by the 
Secretary of State for the Colonies 
in Parliament thait t he Imperial 
Gove-rnment was prepared to bear the 
capital expenditure on such schemes, 
and in view of that Government might 
ask for assistance from the Develop
ment and Welfare Fund. 

The PRESIDENT: I should, of 
cour se, but I think the answer will be 
that if we are going to r etain the land 
we should be prepared to pay for it. 
It is always ours. In e,ur present 
position I think we should have to pay 
for it. 

Mis. SEAFORD: That being the 
case it is all the more necessary that 
this Council should ask for figures 
showing what the maintenance cost is 
likely to be, and what we are likely to 
p.-et in return for this expenditure. I 
think Your Excellency said a few 
months ago that we would get a return 
of a considerable amount of the capital 
expenditure. I am afraid I do not see 
where that is going to come from. 
The most we can expect from the peo
ple we are going to put on the lands is 
that they should m aintain those lands 
and get some returns from them. There 
·will be very great difficulty in getting 
back any portion of the capital expen
diture. In view of our future commit
ments I think it is only right that this 
Council should ask Government to put 
those figures ibefore us. The first 
Nominated Member stated that all 
Government asked for was the authority 
of the Council for Government to 
n egotiate. If it rests there I agree 
that Government should go ahead and 
negotiate straightway, but that is 
rather controverted by the motions 
before us . 
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The PRESIDENT: I notice that I 
am prepared to come back to the Coun
dl and say what the purchase price is 
before we do anythilllg. In spite of the 
arguments of the hon. Member for 
Nor th Western District (Mr. J acob) I 

· think it is only fair to the Council. 

Mr. ,SEAFORD : The second resolu· 
tion states :-

"And be it furt her resolved, that 
the Council a ,pproves of the expendi. 
ture of $145,000. the amount esti
mated by the Co,n.sultimg E,ng,i,neer 
for reconditioning the saJid estate." 

The PRESIDENT: Obviously we 
cannot spend it until we have purchased 
the· land. The object is to show Mem
bers exactly what it is going to mean. 
That is the reason why we have not 
proceeded on t he Resolution of the 1st 
December and have not brm1ght it up 
before now. Mr. Laing wanted to 
know what the cost of the properties 
would be. 

Mr. SEAFORD: With that con· 
struction on th e motion before us I am 
in entire agreement with it. I think it 
is high t ime Government did make 
headway with this Land Settlement 
Sch eme, and I hope that when it comes 
before us again we will h ave complete 
estimates. H ad Your Excellency not 
expressed that view it would have been 
rather difficult for us. I was some
·what bewildered to know how t o act 
with respect to the three motions. All 
might be t hrown ouit. 

There is one other point. Mr. Laing 
spoke aibout the various schemes. In 
the case of Vergenoegen there is 
natural draina,ge. I n fact we lmow 
that on t h e West Coa1st ther e has been 
natural drainage for a great many 
years. As regards Cove and J ohn my 
great objection was that I could not 
see how good drainage. could be got 
there, but in view of what Yottr "Excel
lency said in your openin,g remarks as 
regards the natural drainage of Better 
Hope the position has been changed 
c ompletely . In the circumstances there 

'- --

could be no better place for Land Settle
ment than Cove and J ohn. I support 
the motion. 

Mr. KING: I did not intend to 
speak on the motion because I did not 
think it: would be necessary. I am 
certain t hat every Member realises and 
appreciates that Land Settlement in 
this Colony is absolutely essential. H ad 
a well defined and well executed Land 
Settlement Scheme been, inaugurated 25 
years ago the lot of a great many of 
the labour ing classes in this Colony 
would have been far better than it is 
today, but we must not allow posterity 
to speak of us in the same terms as I 
am speaking today. This is an undevel
oped country, a huge country with 
tremendous natural ires.ources, a coun
try of considerable potential wealth, 
but unfortunately we have not ir- this 
Colony a wealthy type of proprietor 
such as is found. in other well populated 
countries. J n those countr ies Schemes 
of Land Settlement are inaugurat ed 

either by companies or wealthy proprie
tL'l's, but in this Colony the f ew \.Vealthy 
people we have here have not in mind 
the development of the land for the 
welfare of ceJ:tain classes of the com
munity. Therefore t he duty must fall 
en Government to inaugurate and cany 
out Schemes of Land Settlement for the 
benefit of the Colony. Unless that is 
done I can quit(;) see that in years to 
cf,me most of the large estates wonld 
be abandoned. Portions of them would 
be occupied, but most of t hem would be 
abandoned as we have seen in various 
parts of the Colony. It is undoubted
ly the duty of the Government to do 
everything in its power within a 
reasonable cost to inaugurate and carry 
@t Land Settlement Schemes for the 
benefit of t he people. 

The place,s mentioned in the Mess~.ge 
are, I think, very Ruitable. One or two 
0f them are, I think, ideal, and l am 
quite certain that Land Settlement in all 
cf those places will have a very fair 
chance of success. After all that is 
about the only thing that most, of vs 
can possibly hope , for. If we had a 
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prophet on whom we could Tely he 
might be able to tell us which of these 
-schemes would succeed and which 
would fai l, and help us t o make a 
decision. F ailing the help of a prophet 
we can only do what normal people 
would do and that is to exercise our 
discretion on the facts before us. I am 
.certain that no Member is against Land 
Settlement. For a certain class of 
people it is the only h ope I can see of 
their acquiring a plot of land which 
they can look upon as their own, anrl 
t hrough which t he Colony can develop 
to a size and condition to which I am 
·sure we all look forward. Canada, 
Australia, New Zealand and other parts 
-0f t he Colonial Empire have been devel-
oped by means of Land Settlement, 
backed in most cases by their r espective 
Governments. About 30 years ago I 
r emember seeing a scheme which was 

inaugurated by the Government of 
Australia, a copy of which had been 
•obtained from Australia by my father 
who was and still is very interested in 
the welfare and development of this 
'Colony. It was a scheme whereby 
sett lers in Australia were given fairly 
'large tracts of land and fai r ly substan
tial sums of money by t he Government 
to enable t hem to or.cupy and cultivate 
t he land . As ~ result of that Australia 
is a well-developed and wealthy country 
today, one of t h e best countr ies in the 
British Empire. We can therefore 
look forward with a certain amoun': of 
h ope t hat this Colony, if we act now 
and help the people to settle, . will in 
time develop irito a prosperous cm.intry 
and the lot of the people who at present 
suffer to a certain extent from rapacious 
landlords will be far better and far 
happier. I suppor t the motion. 

Mr. CRITCHLOW: In rising to sup
-port land settlement I wish t o say that 
I am very anxious for it, and especially 
my Union, because after the war many 
people who are now employed in Whr 
industries will be thrown out of employ
ment. We should therefore plan imme
diately for land settiement which 

would p rovide employment. I heart ily 
support the motion. It is 3 o'clock, sir. 
(laughter) . 

The PRESIDENT: The hon. Mem
ber has lived up to his suggestion of 
last week. I would just like 
to raise the point about the form of 
the motion. Putting t he words "and 
purchasing" will authorise Government 
t o proceed straightway and purchase. 
I -think it will be in accordance with the 
general feeling of Members that Gov
ernment is not authorised to purchase 
without something being submitted by 
way of a figure and t hat we should not 
take advantage of a Government motion 
and purchase no matter what the cost 
may be. We may put an outside figure 
and then Government will have author
ity to purchase within that figure. But 
I do not see amy practical disadvantage 
in coming back to the Council, when 
we do not know exact ly where we are 
a nd what the figure is t hat we can 
effect the purchase. When we know 
what the figure is we can proceed to 
use the powers under the Ordinance. 
Mr. Laing, ·what do you say? 

Mr. LAI NG : I do not see any dis
advantage in the procedure. 

The PRESIDENT: You do not 
propose to have a uthority to effect 
the purchase whatever the price may 
be! 

Mr. LAING: I think hon. Members 
will want to know how much i.s being 
paid. That is my feeling. Hon. Mem
bers would like to know before we 
actually purchase_. in which case we 
can omit or change the words "and 
p urchasing''. We want to give the 
people an opportunity for negotiat ion, 
and if we see no chance of success t hen 
we can proc:eed to take preliminary steps 
under the Ordinance on our own valua
tion. So I suggest the substitution of 
t he words "endeavou ring to a rrange 
purchase of '" for the words "purchas
ing from them" in the motion may ~uit. 
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Mr. KING: If I may make a sug
gestion to Government, the words "and 
obtain option for purchase "may be 
considerea. 

The PRESIDENT: Negotiation will 
surely cover that. The next step is 
when we have to proceed under the 
Ordinance. 

Mr. PltRCY C. WIGHT: You can 
use your power under the Ordinance, 
but I cerfainly must bring to the notice 
of this Council that t he procedure that 
is going on is very unsatisfactory to the 
inhabitants of this Colony. When such 
a case is tried privately, the public 
is entirelT put out in not being able to 
know what is going on. A special Mag
istrate is appointed to try the 
case and for reasons of fear 

1 
of private information going 

f out he i s told the trial must be 

l held in camera. I deprecate that atti
tude. 

I The PRESIDENT: I trust that will 
not come into the matter of land settle-
ment. 

Mr. LAING: I would jusit like to 

I 
express gratitude to those Members 
who have supported this motion which 
means so much to the rural inhabitants 
who are anxious to have a scheme for ! land settlement. I t hink that possibly 
few people appreciate to what extent 
persons living in rural areas desire to 
have land on which to build their houses 
and land which they can cultivate. To 
illustrate this: Recently I had 100 

1 acres of land to give out in the West 
Demerara District. It was to be 
allotted in one-acre plots. For that we 
had applications from residents around 
that vicinfty totalling 180, and it placed 
me and my officers in ,some difficulty 
as how to divide that land among those 
applicants. That is only one indication 
of the real desire which exists in this 
Colony for land on which people can 
place thefr houses and also cultivate. 

l 

I realise that some time has expired 
since the acceptance of the motion 
by this Council approving in principle 
the Committee's recommendation, but 
hon. Members will appreciate that the 
Engineers and Surveyors attached to· 
the Public Works Department are very 
severely pressed at the present time and 
these worKs have to take their place in 
order so that other works of a more 
pressing nature may go forward. 
The Public Works Department and 
Engineers have done their best to prepare 
estimates, but they are difficult things 
to prepare and eventually we have had 
the figures put before us. I can appre
ciate the opposition of the hon Member 
for Georgetown North when he asked 
that the Council be informed what it 
will cost to lay out this settlement. The 
1939 Land Settlement Committee did 
attempt to prepare estimates, but at 
the present time I do not think any of 
us will be prepared to put estimates 
before this Council because of the dif
fic.u lty of being able to estimate for 
materials, the cost of labour and other 
things. I certainly hope that the land 
i;:ettlement may be proceeded with now 
much faster than we have been able to 
go in the past. 

With the consent of t he Council the 
motion was amended as suggested by 
Mr. Laing. 

Motion as amended put, and 
adopted. 

ACQUISITION OF PLN. BUSH LOT, 
No. 28 COURANTYNE. 

The PRESIDENT: I will now put 
the second motion without the necessity 
of discussion and with the same amend
ment as the previous one. 

With the,. consent of the Council the 
following motion was amended by the 
deletion of the words "purchasing from 
them" in the third and fourth lines 
thereof and by the substitution therefor 
of the words "endeavouring to arrange 
purcha-se of":-
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" Be it Resolved that with r eference to 
Resolu tion No. XXXI of 1st Deceimber, 
1943, c.nd the Governor's Messages 
No. 25 of the 5th of May, 1944 and 
No. 3 of th.e 8th or J'lllY, 1944, this 
Council .approves of Government 
negotiating with Cle proprietors and 
purch,asing from th em P lantatioo.1 
Bush Lot m· Lot No. 28, Com,antytne, 
Berbice, for the purpose of land 
settlement ; 

And be it further Resolved, that 
the Com1cil approves of the expencli. 
ture of $46,000, the anvnml estimated 
by the Consulting IDngineer for 
reconditioning the said estate." 

Motion 
adopted. 

as amended put, and 

ACQUISITION OF PLN. COVE & JOH ~,. 

With the consent of the Council the 
following motion was amended by the 
deletion of the words ' 'purchasing from 
them" in the third and fourth lines 
thereof and by the substitution therefor 
of the words "endeavouring to arrange 
purchase of'' :-

''Be it Resolved , that with r efer-
ence to Resolution No XXXI of 1s t 
December, 1943, and the Governor 's 

-:{, 
-~1:· 

Messages No. 25 of the 5th of M.ay, 
1944, and No. 3 of t.he 8th of J uly, 
1944, this Council appr oves of G'lv
ernmecr1 t nego tiating with the pro
prietors and purchasing from them 
Plantation Cove and J ohn, East 
Coast, Demerara, for lhe purpose of 
land settlement; 

A,r. d be it f urther Resolved, tha t 
the Council approves of the expendi
ture of $20,500, the amount estimated 
by th e Consulbin.g Engineer fo1· 
reconditioning the said estate.'' 

Mr. ROTH: May J 'lsk that thii,. 
motion be deferred? 

The PRESIDENT: I think we wiil 
have ano.ther oppor tuni ty of bringing 
Mr. Case (Consulting En.gineer ) for
ward with his figures and have them 
recorded. I therefore put the motion 
as amended. 

Motion 
adopted. 

as amende<l put. and 

The PRESIDENT: l now adjourn 
the Council to 12 noon tomorrow when 
we will begin straightway with the 
Bill. 

Council adjourned accordingly i 




