MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

OF THE 84TH SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2020-2024) OF THE TWELFTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 10.00 A.M.

ON WEDNESDAY, 31ST JULY, 2024,

IN THE DOME OF THE ARTHUR CHUNG CONFERENCE CENTRE, 

LILIENDAAL, GREATER GEORGETOWN
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 Hon. Dr. Frank C. S. Anthony, M.P., Minister of Health 
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*Hon. Brindley H.R. Benn, M.P., Minister of Home Affairs 
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Hon. Joseph L.F. Hamilton, M.P., Minister of Labour
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Hon. Charles S. Ramson, M.P., Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport (Absent – on Leave)  
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Junior Ministers (4)

Hon. Susan M. Rodrigues, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica), Minister within the Ministry of Housing and Water 

Hon. Deodat Indar, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Public Works 

Hon. Anand Persaud, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development (Absent – on Leave)  
Hon. Warren K.E. McCoy, M.P., Minister within the Office of the Prime Minister
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Other Members (14)

Hon. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. 

Hon. Alister S. Charlie, M.P. (Region No. 9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo) 

Hon. Dr. Vishwa D.B. Mahadeo, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Hon. Sanjeev J. Datadin, M.P.

Hon. Seepaul Narine, M.P. 

Hon. Yvonne Pearson-Fredericks, M.P.

Hon. Dr. Bheri S. Ramsaran, M.P.

Hon. Dr. Jennifer R.A. Westford, M.P. 

Hon. Faizal M. Jaffarally, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice) 

Hon. Dr. Tandika S. Smith, M.P. (Region No. 3 - Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) (Virtual – Participation)

Hon. Lee G.H. Williams, M.P.

*Hon. Sarah Browne, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Amerindian Affairs (Absent – on Leave)

*Hon. Vikash Ramkissoon, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture (Absent – on Leave)

Hon. Bhagmattie Veerasammy, M.P. (Virtual – Participation)
Hon. Nandranie Coonjah, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION (32)

(i) A Partnership For National Unity + Alliance For Change (APNU/AFC) (31)

Hon. Aubrey Norton M.P., Leader of the Opposition (Absent)
Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P.

Hon. Roysdale A. Forde, S.C., M.P. 

Hon. Shurwayne F.K. Holder, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

Hon. Catherine A. Hughes, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Hon. Geeta Chandan-Edmond, M.P. 

Hon. Sherod A. Duncan, M.P. (Absent) 
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Hon. Volda A. Lawrence, M.P. 
Hon. Dawn Hastings-Williams, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni) 
Hon. Christopher A. Jones, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip  

Hon. Vinceroy H. Jordan, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice) 

Hon. Amanza O.R. Walton-Desir, M.P. (Absent)
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Hon. Vincent P. Henry, M.P. 

Hon. Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P.

Hon. Tabitha J. Sarabo-Halley, M.P. 
Hon. Natasha Singh-Lewis, M.P. 

Hon. Annette N. Ferguson, M.P. 

Hon. Juretha V. Fernandes, M.P. 

Hon. David A. Patterson, M.P. (Absent)
Hon. Ronald Cox, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini) 

Hon. Jermaine A. Figueira, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice) 
Hon. Ganesh A. Mahipaul, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) 

Hon. Haimraj B. Rajkumar, M.P. 
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Hon. Devin L. Sears, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper-Demerara/Upper-Berbice)  

A New and United Guyana, Liberty and Justice Party and The New Movement (ANUG, LJP & TNM) (1)
Hon. Dr. Asha Kissoon, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly 
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5.

Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly
Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 10.25 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk led in Prayers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-

The Speaker made the following announcements:

Letter from Mr. David Patterson, M.P., for rescheduling of the Sitting of the National Assembly on 31st July, 2024
The Speaker informed Members that he had received a letter from Mr. David Patterson, M.P., requesting the postponement of the Sitting of the 84th Sitting being held on the eve of Emancipation.  The Speaker stated that he replied to Mr. Patterson indicating amongst others, that adequate notice, that is, six (6) clear days, was given to all Members informing them of the Sitting.  Further, the Speaker stated that convening a Sitting before a Public Holiday was not unusual and that there are several precedents in the National Assembly. 

PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service:

(i)       The Excise Tax (Amendment) Regulations 2024 – No. 42 of 2024.

(Circulated)
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6.
(ii)       Amendment Agreement dated May 24, 2024, to amend Export Finance Facility Agreement (No. CIE/BC-DL/Guyana/0020014380) dated June 14, 2022, between the Co-operative Republic of Guyana, represented by the Ministry of Finance as the Borrower and UK Export Finance as the Lender, and the UniCredit Bank Austria AG as the Agent and Arranger, for an amount of EUR 161,016,949.15. This Amendment Agreement is to facilitate the inclusion of a Climate Resilient Debt Clause into the original Agreement. The clause would allow Guyana to defer debt service payments in the event of a severe climate shock or natural disaster.

                         (Circulated)

(iii)       Amendment Agreement No. 1 dated July 4, 2024, between the Cooperative Republic of Guyana and His Majesty the King in Right of Canada, as represented by the Minister of International Development, acting through the Department of Foreign Affairs, Trade and Development (Global Affairs Canada), to amend Term Loan Facility Agreement dated December 22, 2023, for an amount of CAD 120 million, between the two (2) abovementioned parties. The Amendment was made to the “Repayment Schedule” to include a second drawdown on this loan. This Amendment Agreement is necessary to facilitate the drawdown of the second tranche of CAD 39 million under the Term Loan Facility Agreement.

(Circulated)

(iv)       Financial Paper No.1 of 2024 – Supplementary Estimates (Current) – Advances made from the Contingency Fund totalling $8,566,812,000 for the period 2024-04-01 to 2024-07-30.

(Circulated)

(v)       Financial Paper No. 2 of 2024 – Supplementary Estimates (Current and Capital) totalling $32,182,604,021 for the period ending 2024-12-31.

(Circulated)
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7.
The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service named Friday, 9th August, 2024  for consideration of the Financial Papers.
(2)  By the Minister of Housing and Water:

Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana Water Incorporated for the years ended 31st December, 2017 and 2018.









(Circulated)

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE-

For Written Replies

1. DISAGGREGATED STATISTICS FOR SERIOUS CRIMES (GUYANA POLICE FORCE)

Member Asking: 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Home Affairs

Can the Hon. Brindley Benn, M.P., Minister of Home Affairs provide the following information, in written and digital formats:

The Guyana Police Force’s annual disaggregated statistics/data, for serious crimes (including, but not limited to – murders, manslaughters, assaults causing grievous bodily harm, robberies, burglaries, and all crimes involving the use of firearms, and vehicular accidents) for the period 2017- September 2023, in every Region and District.

                      (Notice Paper No. 333 (Q249 Opp.249) published on 2024-06-28) 
ANSWER
“The Guyana Police Force’s annual disaggregated statistics/data, for serious crimes (including, but not limited to – murders, manslaughters, assaults causing grievous bodily harm, robberies, burglaries, and all crimes involving the use of firearms, and vehicular accidents) for the period 2017 – September 2023, in every Region and District.”
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8.
Figures of Gun Related Deaths for the Years 2017 to September 2023
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	1st Jan-30th Sept, 2023

	22
	21
	10
	27
	24
	13
	13


Illegal Firearms Seized for the Years 2017 to September 2023
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	1st Jan-30th Sept, 2023

	-
	140
	116
	133
	71
	115
	85


Gun Robberies for the Years 2017 to September 2023
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	1st Jan-30th Sept, 2023

	673
	600
	605
	565
	396
	301
	191


Ordinary Shooting for the Years 2017 to September 2023
	2017
	2018
	2019
	2020
	2021
	2022
	1st Jan-30th Sept, 2023

	18
	13
	8
	5
	14
	18
	33


2. DISAGGREGATED STATISTICS FOR FIRES (GUYANA FIRE SERVICE)

Member Asking: 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Home Affairs

Can the Hon. Brindley Benn, M.P., Minister of Home Affairs provide the following information, in written and digital formats:

The Guyana Fire Service’s annual disaggregated statistics for fires, including those claiming lives, for the period 2017 – September 2023, in every Region and District.

                      (Notice Paper No. 334 (Q250 Opp.250) published on 2024-06-28) 
ANSWER:

The Minister did not submit the answer to the abovementioned question.
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9.
3. DISAGGREGATED STATISTICS FOR FIREARM LICENSES

Member Asking: 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Home Affairs

Can the Hon. Brindley Benn, M.P., Minister of Home Affairs provide the following information, in written and digital formats:

Can the Minister of Home Affairs state how many firearm licenses, disaggregated by year, for all calibers, have been issued for the period 2017 – September 2023?

                      (Notice Paper No. 335 (Q251 Opp.251) published on 2024-06-28)
ANSWER
“Approvals Granted for the Year 2017

	Type of Firearm
	Number of Firearms Granted

	Pistols/Revolver
	266

	Shotguns
	150

	Rifles
	33

	Total
	449


Approvals Granted for the Year 2018

	Type of Firearm
	Number of Firearms Granted

	Pistols/Revolver
	286

	Shotguns
	279

	Rifles
	39

	Total
	604
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10.
Approvals Granted for the Year 2019

	Type of Firearm
	Number of Firearms Granted

	Pistols/Revolver
	170

	Shotguns
	59

	Rifles
	25

	Total
	254


Approvals Granted for the Year 2020

	Type of Firearm
	Number of Firearms Granted

	Pistols/Revolver
	253

	Shotguns
	109

	Rifles
	66

	Total
	428


Approvals Granted for the Year 2021

	Type of Firearm
	Number of Firearms Granted

	Pistols/Revolver
	663

	Shotguns
	201

	Rifles
	147

	Total
	1011


Approvals Granted for the Year 2022

	Type of Firearm
	Number of Firearms Granted

	Pistols/Revolver
	72

	Shotguns
	24

	Rifles
	0

	Total
	96
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11.

Approvals Granted for the Year 2023

	Type of Firearm
	Number of Firearms Granted

	Pistols/Revolver
	131

	Shotguns
	37

	Rifles
	10

	Total
	178


4. COST ASSOCIATED WITH TERMINATED CONVERSATION TREE ROAD PROJECT

Member Asking: 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Public Works

The contract for the expansion of the Conversation Tree roadway between the Ministry of Public Works and Kalco Guyana Inc., has been terminated due to poor performance: -

(1) Can the Honourable Minister provide this National Assembly with the Contract Sum and Construction period of the now terminated project?
(2) Can the Honourable Minister also provide this National Assembly with the total amount paid to the contractor, inclusive of advances, for works done on the project?
(3) Can the Honourable Minister further provide this National Assembly with the amounts paid by the Contractor in liquidated damages, as well as other penalties associated with the prolonged delays?

                 (Notice Paper No. 341 (Q257 Opp.257) published on 2024-06-28) 
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12.
ANSWERS

(1) “The Contract Sum for the project that was amicable settled, and not terminated, was eight hundred and thirty million, two hundred and ninety-three thousand, four hundred and fifty Guyana Dollars ($830,293,458) and the Construction period was September 5, 2022 to November 5, 2023.
(2) A total of four hundred and sixty-five million, two hundred and twenty-three thousand, four hundred and seventy-four Guyana Dollars ($465, 223, 474), inclusive of advance for works done on the project, was paid to the Contractor.

(3) It must be noted that no liquidated damages were deducted, and no other penalties were administered for the prolonged delays, since there was an amicable settlement between the Ministry and the contractor. The Ministry would have taken possession of the contractor’s vehicles and equipment to the value of one hundred and fifty-three million, six hundred thousand Guyana Dollars ($153,600,000) to cover the recovery of outstanding monies owed on the Advance Payment”.
5. CONVERSATION TREE ROAD PROJECT

Member Asking: 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Public Works
(1) Can the Honourable Minister inform this National Assembly of the method of procurement used to award a contract to S. Jagmohan Construction and General Supplies Inc for the roadworks to the Western section of Conversation Tree?
(2) Can the Honourable Minister provide this National Assembly with the Contract Sum and Construction Period of this contract?  
                 (Notice Paper No. 343 (Q258 Opp.258) published on 2024-06-28) 
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13.
ANSWERS

(1) “The Sole Source Method was used to procure the services of S. Jagmohan Construction and General Supplies Inc. owing to the fact that the Contractor had recently substantially completed the eastern section in a fairly timely manner. The Contractor was acquainted with the site conditions and works are of similar nature, in addition to not fully demobilized from site.

(2)  The Contract Sum for the aforementioned project is eight hundred and forty-four million, twenty-seven thousand, nine hundred and eighty-eight Guyana Dollars ($844,027,988). The construction period is six (6) months, April 30, 2024, to October 29, 2024”.

6. COURT CASES HANDLED BY THE ATTORNEY GENERAL’S CHAMBERS

Member Asking: 

Ms. Annette Ferguson, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs 
“The National Assembly approved appropriations for the Ministry of Legal Affairs to defray costs, for cases in the Courts of Guyana”.

(1) Can the Minister of Legal Affairs provide a detailed list to the National Assembly of the number of cases where the Ministry represented the Government for the years 2022 and 2023?

(2) Can the Minister of Legal Affair provide a list of retainers and their costs for the cases mentioned at (Q1) above, including payment dates?

(3) Can the Minister of Legal Affairs inform the National Assembly which procurement method was used to obtain the services of the retainers listed at (Q2) above?
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14.
(4) Can the Minister of Legal Affairs inform the National Assembly on the successes of the cases he provided at (Q1) above?

(Notice Paper No. 336 (Q252 Opp.252) published on 2024-06-28) 
ANSWERS
Please see attached Appendix (1) for answers to the questions above.
STANDING ORDER NO. 22(9)
In accordance with SO 22(9), the Minister requested that the answers to the following questions be deferred:
7. TEACHERS’ SALARY

Member Asking: 

Mr. Richard Sinclair, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Education
(1) Can the Minister inform the National Assembly how many teachers in regions (1-10), NET salary per month is less than One Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($150,000) for Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools. 

(2) Can the Minister also inform the National Assembly how many teachers in regions (1-10), NET salary per month is more than One Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($150,000) but less than Two Hundred Thousand ($200,000) for Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools.  
(3) Can the Minister further inform the National Assembly how many teachers in regions (1-10), NET salary per month is more than Two Hundred Thousand ($200,000) but less than Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($250,000) for Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools. 

  (Notice Paper No. 338 (Q254 Opp.254) published on 2024-06-28) 
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15.
8. INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENTS/ INSTRUMENTS ON MIGRATION

Member Asking: 

Ms. Amanza Walton-Desir, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Foreign Affairs and International Cooperation
Could the Honourable Minister indicate the international agreements/ instruments on migration, whether bilateral or multilateral, to which Guyana is a signatory?

        (Notice Paper No. 339 (Q255 Opp.255) published on 2024-06-28) 
ANSWER

Please see attached Appendix (2) for the answer to the question above.
9. TOTAL PRODUCTION OF SUGAR AT THE GUYSUCO ESTATES

Member Asking: 

Mr. Vinceroy Jordan, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Agriculture

(A) Could the Honourable Minister kindly state the total sugar production at the Guysuco estates for the first crop of 2024 and the actual productions of the four factories Albion, Blairmont, Utivulgt and Rose Hall for the first crop? 
(B) What were the start and end dates for the first crop of each estate in the year 2024?
                 (Notice Paper No. 346 (Q261 Opp.261) published on 2024-07-04) 
ANSWERS

(A)  “Sugar Production in the First Crop of 2024 was 6,738.9 Tonnes.
The low sugar production was a result of the devastating effects of the prolonged drought, which significantly restricted the growth of canes.
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16.
Sugar Production for the respective Factories
	Estate 
	Sugar Produced (Tonnes)
	Remarks

	Albion
	0
	The factory did not grind due to a Powerhouse fire on February 3, 2024.

	Rosehall
	1,779.8
	-

	Blairmont
	2,084.8
	-

	Uitvlugt
	2.874.3
	-


(B) The start date and end date for the First Crop of each Estate in the year 2024 are as follows:
	Estate
	Start and End Dates (First Crop, 2024)
	No. of Grinding Weeks

	
	Start
	End
	

	Rosehall
	February 24, 2024
	April 3, 2024
	6

	Blairmont
	February 23, 2024
	April 23, 2024
	9

	Uitvlugt
	February 29, 2024
	April 15, 2024
	7


Note

Albion Estate did not grind for the First Cop of 2024, due to a Powerhouse fire on February 3, 2024.”

10.      VISITING TEAM OF ENGINEERS FROM CUBA

Member Asking: 

Mr. Vinceroy Jordan, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Agriculture
(A) Could the Honourable Minister state the purpose of the visiting team of Engineers to Guysuco from Cuba?
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17.
(B) What is the duration of the stay for the engineering team?
(C) Which estates and factories would these engineers be placed in?
                 (Notice Paper No. 347 (Q262 Opp.262) published on 2024-07-04) 
ANSWERS
(A) “The Agricultural Engineering team of GuySuco provides critical support to promote the mechanization of agricultural operations as a means of improving agricultural productivity and to better utilize available human resources. They are involved in agricultural mechanization initiatives – field layout development and engaging in training of staff and maintenance requirements of field and factory equipment. 

Additionally, the Agronomist will support the Agriculture Department with improvements in agronomic practices, and best practices generally.

Cuba with a long history of sugar cane production has a lot of experience in the use of mechanization and productivity practices. The team of Engineers and Agronomist from Cuba will support the agriculture and factory operations in GuySuco on a contractual basis as part of the Guyana-Cuba cooperation agreement.

(B) Twelve (12) months, based on performance.
(C)  All four (4) Estates in GuySuco (Albion, Rosehall, Blairmont, and Uitvlugt).” 
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11. STUDY OF ANALYSIS CONDUCTED ON THE CHOICE OF ENGINEERS

Member Asking: 

Mr. Vinceroy Jordan, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Agriculture
(A) Could the Honourable Minister provide a copy of the study or analysis conducted to determine the choice of engineers? 
(B) What is the expected outcome or results expected from the team? 
(C) Was there an extensive search for competent engineers locally before venturing abroad? 
(D) Why is it that the current core of engineers at Guysuco is not fit to accomplish what the foreigners intend to do?

                 (Notice Paper No. 348 (Q263 Opp.263) published on 2024-07-04) 
ANSWERS

(A) The choice of Engineers/Agronomists emanated as a result of GuySuco’s objective of furthering agriculture mechanization. These include soil fertilization and general agronomical practices.

As relates to the factory, the need improvement overall efficiencies in the areas of milling and process house operations, and boilers and steam generation have influenced the choice of Engineers. 

Having reviewed possible sources of engineers from outside of Guyana, Cuba was found to have had a long history of cane sugar productivity which matched GuySuco’s needs. It was therefore the logical country to go to in close proximity to Guyana for highly technical competent staff.
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(B) Improvement in the field and factory operational parameters to increase higher levels of cane and sugar production on all Estates.

(C) Yes, given the shortage of engineers, GuySuco on several occasions advertised locally but the hope for results did not materialize. This resulted in securing the services of foreign engineers. 

(D) There is no question as to the competency of the current core of Engineers in GuySuco. The issue, however, is the shortage of Engineers, which resulted in the hiring of foreign engineers.






For Oral Replies

12. *COMMUNITY PLAYGROUND IN LUST-EN-RUST, HOUSING SCHEME, WEST BANK DEMERARA 


Hon. Annette Ferguson, M.P., asked the Minister of Housing and Water the following question:
(1) *Can the Honourable Minister explain this to the National Assembly the reason(s) for converting the area designated for a community ground into house lots?

(2) *Can the Honourable Minister inform the National Assembly whether another area in the community has been identified for the community ground? 

(Notice Paper No. 337 (Q253 Opp.253) published on 2024-06-28) 
Thereafter, the Minister of Housing and Water replied.

Hon. Annette Ferguson, M.P., asked supplementary questions.

Thereafter, the Minister of Housing and Water replied.
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20.

STANDING ORDER NO. 22(5)
Due to the absence of the Minister the Speaker in accordance with SO 22(5), deferred the following questions: 
13. *CLIFF ANDERSON SPORTS HALL

Member Asking: 

Ms. Nima Flue-Bess, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Culture, Youth & Sports
(1) *Can the Honourable Minister inform this House what is the total sum spent to date on the rehabilitation of the Cliff Anderson Sports Hall?
(2) *Can the Honourable Minister also inform this House how much of the 2024 Budgeted allocated sum will be spent on the rehabilitation of the Cliff Anderson Sports Hall?
(3) *Can the Honourable Minister also state what aspects of the rehabilitation works have been completed to date at the Cliff Anderson Sports Hall?

                 (Notice Paper No. 340 (Q256 Opp.256) published on 2024-06-28) 
PUBLIC BUSINESS

(i) GOVERNMENT’S BUSINESS

BILLS – Second Readings

ITEM 1    - 
MATRIMONIAL CAUSES (AMENDMENT) BILL 2024 – Bill No. 10/2024 
published on 2024-07-05

The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs moved the second reading of the following Bill:




A BILL intituled An ACT to amend the Matrimonial Causes Act.





(Read a first time on 2024-07-08)
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21.
The Following Members also spoke to the motion:

Hon. Haimraj Rajkumar, M.P.

Hon. Susan Rodrigues, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Housing and Water
Hon. Geeta Chandan-Edmond, M.P.

Hon. Priya Manickchand, M.P., Minister of Education


Hon. Volda Lawrence, M.P.
Thereafter, the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs replied.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee
Clauses 1 to 14 were passed as printed.

Assembly resumed.
On a motion by the Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, the Matrimonial Causes (Amendment) Bill 2024 was read a third time and passed as printed.
ITEM 2    - 
FAMILY VIOLENCE BILL 2024 – Bill No. 11/2024 published on 2024-07-08
The Minister of Human Services and Social Security moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide increased protection for victims of family violence, to make provision for the granting of family violence orders and for matters connected thereto.





   (Read a first time on 2024-07-08)







22.
The Following Members also spoke to the motion:

Hon. Natasha Singh-Lewis, M.P.

Hon. Priya Manickchand, M.P., Minister of Education

Hon. Annette Ferguson, M.P.

Hon. Mohabir A. Nandlall, S.C., M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs 
 Thereafter, the Minister of Human Services and Social Security replied.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee
Clauses 1 to 58 were passed as printed.
The Schedule was passed as printed.
Assembly resumed.
On a motion by the Minister of Human Services and Social Security, the Family Violence Bill 2024 was read a third time and passed as printed.
PRE-EMANCIPATION GREETINGS
The Speaker extended Pre-Emancipation wishes to Members of the National Assembly, staff of the Parliament and of the Arthur Chung Conference Centre, caterers, Police Officers, press and all Guyanese. The Hon. Shurwayne Holder, M.P., and the Prime Minister joined the Speaker in extending Pre-Emancipation wishes.  

/…23

23.
ADJOURNMENT

At 3.26 p.m., on a motion by the Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 10.00 a.m., on Friday, 9th August, 2024.
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……………………………………………………..






            HON. MANZOOR NADIR, M.P., 







Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

31st July, 2024.

