MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

OF THE 85TH SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2020-2024) OF THE TWELFTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD

AT 10.00 A.M.

ON FRIDAY, 9th AUGUST, 2024,

IN THE DOME OF THE ARTHUR CHUNG CONFERENCE CENTRE, 

LILIENDAAL, GREATER GEORGETOWN

MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY (71)

Speaker (1)

*Hon. Manzoor Nadir, M.P., Speaker of the National Assembly 

MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNMENT (38)

Peoples Progressive Party Civic (38)

Prime Minister (1)

 Hon. Brigadier (Ret’d) Mark A. Phillips, M.S.S., M.P., Prime Minister  

Vice-President (1)

 Hon. Bharrat Jagdeo, M.P., Vice-President (Virtual–Participation)

Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs (1)

 Hon. Mohabir A. Nandlall, S.C., M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs

Senior Ministers (17)

 Hon. Gail Teixeira, M.P. (Region No. 7 –   Cuyuni/Mazaruni), Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance and Government Chief Whip (Virtual – Participation)

Hon. Hugh H. Todd, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica), Minister of Foreign Affairs   and International Co-operation (Virtual – Participation)

*Hon. Dr. Ashni K. Singh, M.P., Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service 

Hon. Bishop Juan A. Edghill, M.S., J.P., M.P., Minister of Public Works 
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 Hon. Dr. Frank C. S. Anthony, M.P., Minister of Health 

 Hon. Priya D. Manickchand, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara),

 Minister of Education 

*Hon. Brindley H.R. Benn, M.P., Minister of Home Affairs 

 Hon. Zulfikar Mustapha, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne), Minister of Agriculture 

Hon. Pauline R.A. Campbell-Sukhai, M.P., Minister of Amerindian Affairs  

Hon. Joseph L.F. Hamilton, M.P., Minister of Labour

Hon. Vickram O. Bharrat, M.P., Minister of Natural Resources 


*Hon. Oneidge Walrond, M.P., Minister of Tourism, Industry and Commerce 

Hon. Collin D. Croal, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini), Minister of Housing and Water

Hon. Vindhya V. H. Persaud, M.S., M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica), Minister of Human Services and Social Security

Hon. Charles S. Ramson, M.P., Minister of Culture, Youth and Sport  

Hon. Sonia S. Parag, M.P., Minister of Local Government and Regional Development 

Junior Ministers (4)

Hon. Susan M. Rodrigues, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica), Minister within the Ministry of Housing and Water 

Hon. Deodat Indar, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Public Works 

Hon. Anand Persaud, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Local Government and Regional Development (Virtual–Participation) 

Hon. Warren K.E. McCoy, M.P., Minister within the Office of the Prime Minister
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Other Members (14)

Hon. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P. 

Hon. Alister S. Charlie, M.P. (Region No. 9 – Upper Takutu/Upper Essequibo) 

Hon. Dr. Vishwa D.B. Mahadeo, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne)

Hon. Sanjeev J. Datadin, M.P. (Virtual–Participation)

Hon. Seepaul Narine, M.P. 

Hon. Yvonne Pearson-Fredericks, M.P.

Hon. Dr. Bheri S. Ramsaran, M.P. (Absent)
Hon. Dr. Jennifer R.A. Westford, M.P. 

Hon. Faizal M. Jaffarally, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice) 

Hon. Dr. Tandika S. Smith, M.P. (Region No. 3 - Essequibo Islands/West Demerara)

Hon. Lee G.H. Williams, M.P.

*Hon. Sarah Browne, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Amerindian Affairs (Absent – on Leave)

*Hon. Vikash Ramkissoon, M.P., Parliamentary Secretary in the Ministry of Agriculture (Absent – on Leave)

Hon. Bhagmattie Veerasammy, M.P. 

Hon. Nandranie Coonjah, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

MEMBERS OF THE OPPOSITION (32)

(i) A Partnership For National Unity + Alliance For Change (APNU/AFC) (31)

Hon. Aubrey Norton M.P., Leader of the Opposition (Virtual-Participation)
Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P.

Hon. Roysdale A. Forde, S.C., M.P. (Virtual–Participation)

Hon. Shurwayne F.K. Holder, M.P. (Region No. 2 – Pomeroon/Supenaam)

Hon. Catherine A. Hughes, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) (Virtual – Participation)

Hon. Geeta Chandan-Edmond, M.P. 

Hon. Sherod A. Duncan, M.P. 
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Hon. Volda A. Lawrence, M.P. (Absent)
Hon. Dawn Hastings-Williams, M.P. (Region No. 7 – Cuyuni/Mazaruni) 
Hon. Christopher A. Jones, M.P., Opposition Chief Whip  

Hon. Vinceroy H. Jordan, M.P. (Region No. 5 – Mahaica/Berbice) 

Hon. Amanza O.R. Walton-Desir, M.P. 

Hon. Coretta A. McDonald, A.A., M.P. (Virtual–Participation)

Hon. Deonarine Ramsaroop, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica)

Hon. Vincent P. Henry, M.P. 

Hon. Dr. Karen Cummings, M.P.

Hon. Tabitha J. Sarabo-Halley, M.P. (Virtual-Participation)
Hon. Natasha Singh-Lewis, M.P. 

Hon. Annette N. Ferguson, M.P. 

Hon. Juretha V. Fernandes, M.P. 

Hon. David A. Patterson, M.P. 

Hon. Ronald Cox, M.P. (Region No. 1 – Barima/Waini) (Virtual-Participation)
Hon. Jermaine A. Figueira, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper Demerara/Upper Berbice) 
Hon. Ganesh A. Mahipaul, M.P. (Region No. 3 – Essequibo Islands/West Demerara) (Virtual – Participation)

Hon. Haimraj B. Rajkumar, M.P. 

Hon. Nima N. Flue-Bess, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 
Hon. Dineshwar N. Jaiprashad, M.P. (Region No. 6 – East Berbice/Corentyne) (Absent)
Hon. Maureen A. Philadelphia, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) 

Hon. Beverley Alert, M.P. (Region No. 4 – Demerara/Mahaica) (Virtual – Participation)

Hon. Richard E. Sinclair, M.P. (Region No. 8 –Potaro/Siparuni) 

Hon. Devin L. Sears, M.P. (Region No. 10 – Upper-Demerara/Upper-Berbice)  

A New and United Guyana, Liberty and Justice Party and The New Movement (ANUG, LJP & TNM) (1)
Hon. Dr. Asha Kissoon, M.P., Deputy Speaker of the National Assembly 
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Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly
Ms. Deslyn West, Assistant Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 10.40 p.m.

PRAYERS

The Clerk led in Prayers.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER
The Speaker made the following announcements:
1. IMMACULATE BUILDING EXPO
The Speaker congratulated the Minister of Housing and Water and Minister within the Ministry of Housing and Water on their immaculate presentation of Building Expo 2024. 
2. INTRA-PARLIAMENT SOFTBALL CRICKET COMPETITION 
The Speaker congratulated the Clerk of the National Assembly and his team on being the winning team at the Intra Parliament Softball Cricket Competition.
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS –

(1) The Prime Minister, on behalf of the Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance, presented the following:


Annual Report of the Office of the Ombudsman for the year 2023.










(Circulated)
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6.
(2) By the Minister of Public Works:

Audited Financial Statements of the Guyana National Shipping Corporation Limited for the year ended 31st December, 2022.









(Circulated)

QUESTIONS ON NOTICE-

For Written Replies

1. DISAGGREGATED STATISTICS FOR FIRES (GUYANA FIRE SERVICE)

Member Asking: 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Home Affairs

Can the Hon. Brindley Benn, M.P., Minister of Home Affairs provide the following information, in written and digital formats:

The Guyana Fire Service’s annual disaggregated statistics for fires, including those claiming lives, for the period 2017 – September 2023, in every Region and District.

                      (Notice Paper No. 334 (Q250 Opp.250) published on 2024-06-28) 

ANSWER

Please see attached Appendix (1) for the answer to the question above. 

2. DAMAGES TO THE DEMERARA HARBOUR BRIDGE (DHB)

Member Asking: 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Public Works

On October 8, 2022, MV Tradewind Passion collided with Demerara Harbour Bridge, causing extensive damage in excess of G$1B.

(1) Can the Honourable Minister provide this National Assembly with the sums recouped by the Demerara Harbour Bridge or the Ministry for damages caused by this collision? 
(Notice Paper No. 343 (Q259 Opp.259) published on 2024-06-28) 
ANSWER

“No funds have been recouped either by the Demerara Harbour Bridge Corporation or the Ministry of Public Works. A claim has been filed by the Demerara Harbour Bridge Corporation to recover damages 
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7.
in excess of One (1) Billion Dollars. The ship owners made an application under Section 402(i)(a) of the Guyana Shipping Act, Chapter 49:01, to limit their liability. Despite strenuous objections by the Counsel for Demerara Harbour Bridge Corporation, the application was granted. Consequently, the Tradewind Passion obtained a court order to limit its liability to the sum of Two hundred and forty-six million Guyana Dollars (G$246M). the proceedings are currently pending trial”.
3. OPERATION OF MV TRADEWIND PASSION

Member Asking: 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Public Works

(1) Can the Honourable Minister inform the National Assembly if the MV Tradewind Passion is still operating in Guyana?
                 (Notice Paper No. 344 (Q260 Opp.260) published on 2024-06-28) 
ANSWER

“The MV Tradewind Passion has not been operating in Guyana since departing the jurisdiction”. 
4. COPIES OF DOCUMENTS OF THE TECHNICAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENTS ON OIL PRODUCTION IN GUYANA

Member Asking: 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Natural Resources 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) permits for Liza Destiny, Liza Unity and Prosperity approved the safe operating limits for these FPSOs at 120,000 bpd (Liza Destiny) and 220,000 bpd (Liza Unity and Prosperity). ExxonMobil Guyana Limited has announced that of February 2024, Liza Destiny was producing 160,000 bpd, Liza Unity, 250,000 bpd and Prosperity 230,000 bpd. Additionally, the company has stated “that production increases never occur without strict reviews, risk assessments, and that all of those are being reviewed by the Government and the EPA”.

Can the Honourable Minister provide the National Assembly with copies of documents submitted by ExxonMobil detailing the technical and environmental assessments undertaken to justify the increased production above the previously approved Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) permit limits? 
                 (Notice Paper No. 349 (Q264 Opp.264) published on 2024-07-11) 
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ANSWER

Preamble

1. “Mr. Speaker, please permit me to address the erroneous statement made by the Hon. Member, David Patterson on the approved “safe operating limits” of the Destiny, Unity and Prosperity FPSOs. The Environmental Permit requires the Permit Holder to not only adhere to the conditions of the Permit but also the operating parameters and environmental limits specified in the Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA). 
2. It is the ESIA which addresses the maximum expected production rates and applicable impact assessments which form the basis of the issued Environmental Permits. I must note that the Liza Phase 2 ESIA (Unity FPSO) was approved for a maximum production rate of 300,000 barrels per day while the Payara ESIA was approved for a maximum production rate of 264,000 barrels per day. As such, these facilities are clearly still operating within their approved production rates. 
3. Furthermore, it was under the previous administration that the Liza Phase 1 ESIA was approved for a maximum production rate of 144,000 barrels per day along with the Phase 2 approval. So, it is surprising that such inaccurate statements can be boldly declared. Even moreso, when the ESIAs and their respective Environmental Permits were not only subject to public consultation but also published online. 
Overview of the Production Optimization Review Process 

4. Production optimization is a standard practice globally, executed across many production fields after a facility has been commissioned. While approvals of Field Development Plans (FDP) cater for the Licence Holder’s best estimate of expected production, the FPSO’s are designed to accommodate higher production levels. This is done to cater for the level of uncertainty which naturally exists around reservoir models, and it explains the higher production levels considered in the ESIA. 
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9.
5. Even so, production optimization and the resulting increased production levels are not 
done casually, as implied. This process is closely monitored by both EMGL as well as the MNR, GGMC and EPA until the approved production level is achieved, and the reservoir and facility performance are stabilized. This process includes constant engagements and the provision of additional information by EMGL as required by the regulatory agencies. If during the optimization tests it is found that components of the processing facility need to be upgraded to cater for higher production levels, this is also done under the supervision of our regulatory agencies. 
6. It must be underscored that approvals and permits would not be issued if our assessments found that the operation pushes any piece of equipment on the FPSO above its operating limits. In fact, the MNR, GGMC and the EPA are still reviewing the findings of the most recent production optimization tests to ensure that all concerns are addressed. The MNR has even secured external support to support the Government’s team in reviewing these submissions as well.  
7. The Petroleum Production Licence from Yellowtail onwards includes a condition to conduct audits on the Production Optimization for the respective project. These Production Licences are public. 
8. The safety of all personnel and the facility, along with protection of the environment are of paramount importance, and this is achieved through rigorous technical evaluation and monitoring. Production optimization, once done safely and efficiently, brings benefits for all stakeholders, Government included”. 
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5. COPIES OF THE REVISED ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY (EPA) PERMITS ON OIL PRODUCTION IN GUYANA 

Member Asking: 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Natural Resources 

The Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) permits for Liza Destiny, Liza Unity and Prosperity approved the safe operating limits for these FPSOs at 120,000 bpd (Liza Destiny) and 220,000 bpd (Liza Unity and Prosperity). ExxonMobil Guyana Limited has announced that of February 2024, Liza Destiny was producing 160,000 bpd, Liza Unity, 250,000 bpd and Prosperity 230,000 bpd. Additionally, the company has stated “that production increases never occur without strict reviews, risk assessments, and that all of those are being reviewed by the Government and the EPA”.

Can the Honourable Minister provide the National Assembly with copies of the revised Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) permits approving this increased daily production? 
                 (Notice Paper No. 350 (Q265 Opp.265) published on 2024-07-11) 
ANSWER

1. “Mr. Speaker, I must emphasize that these facilities are operating within their approved capacities. As previously stated, the Liza Phase 2 Environmental and Social Impact Assessment (ESIA) (Unity FPSO) was approved for a maximum production rate of 300,000 barrels per day while the Payara ESIA was approved for a maximum production rate of 264,000 barrels per day. The Liza Phase 1 ESIA was approved for a maximum production rate of 144,000 barrels per day and updated air quality, water quality and oil spill modelling were also done to assess the impacts of higher production at Destiny.
2. This fallacious statement is made worse by the fact that the Honourable Member’s Government would have issued the approvals for the Liza Phase 1 and 2 ESIAs. 
3. The EPA, as part of the Government, promotes transparency and accountability. In doing so, the EPA ensures that the Environmental Permitting process is subject to public consultation and that the resulting ESIAs and their associated Environmental Permits are published online. Should the Honourable Member wish to access these documents, they can be found on the EPA’s website. 
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4. Once again, I must reiterate that production optimization is a standard practice globally, executed across many production fields after a facility has been commissioned. Approvals and permits would not be issued if our assessments found that the operation pushes any piece of equipment on the FPSO above its operating limits. This means that if equipment upgrades are required to accomplish the proposed production rates, then this is implemented as well”. 
6. TEACHERS’ SALARY

Member Asking: 

Mr. Richard Sinclair, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Education

(1) Can the Minister inform the National Assembly how many teachers in regions (1-10), NET salary per month is less than One Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($150,000) for Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools. 

(2) Can the Minister also inform the National Assembly how many teachers in regions (1-10), NET salary per month is more than One Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($150,000) but less than Two Hundred Thousand ($200,000) for Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools. 

(1) Can the Minister further inform the National Assembly how many teachers in regions (1-10), NET salary per month is more than Two Hundred Thousand ($200,000) but less than Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($250,000) for Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools. 

    (Notice Paper No. 338 (Q254 Opp.254) published on 2024-06-28) 
ANSWER:

The Minister did not submit the answer to the abovementioned question.
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12.
For Oral Reply

7. *CLIFF ANDERSON SPORTS HALL

Hon. Nima Flue-Bess, M.P., asked the Minister of Culture, Youth & Sports the following questions:

(1) *Can the Honourable Minister inform this House what is the total sum spent to date on the rehabilitation of the Cliff Anderson Sports Hall?
(2) *Can the Honourable Minister also inform this House how much of the 2024 Budgeted allocated sum will be spent on the rehabilitation of the Cliff Anderson Sports Hall?
(3) *Can the Honourable Minister also state what aspects of the rehabilitation works have been completed to date at the Cliff Anderson Sports Hall?

                 (Notice Paper No. 340 (Q256 Opp.256) published on 2024-06-28) 
Thereafter, the Minister of Culture, Youth & Sports replied.

Hon. Annette Ferguson, M.P., asked supplementary questions.

Thereafter, the Minister of Culture, Youth & Sports replied.

Hon. Nima Flue-Bess, M.P., asked supplementary questions.

Thereafter, the Minister of Culture, Youth & Sports replied.
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13.
INTRODUCTION OF BILLS

Presentation and First Readings

1. THE OPEN DATA BILL 2024 – Bill No. 13 of 2024

The Prime Minister, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill, which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the use and administration of public data; to provide for public data to be made available in an open format and under an open licence; to facilitate transparency, effective governance and innovation in the use and administration of public data and for connected matters.










(Circulated)

2. DECEASED PERSONS ESTATES’ ADMINISTRATION (AMENDMENT) BILL 2024 – No. 14 of 2024
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill, which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Deceased Persons Estates’ Administration Act.

(Circulated)
PUBLIC BUSINESS

(i) GOVERNMENT’S BUSINESS

MOTIONS

ITEM 1     -    CONSIDERATION OF FINANCIAL PAPER NO. 1/2024 – CURRENT 
ESTIMATES

Assembly resolved itself into Committee of Supply.
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14.
In Committee of Supply

The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service signified the recommendation or consent of the Cabinet and moved the following motion:

BE IT RESOLVED:

Financial Paper No.1 of 2024 – Supplementary Estimates (Current) – Advances made from the Contingency Fund totalling $8,566,812,000 for the period 2024-04-01 to 2024-07-30.

(Notice Paper No. 356 (M83  Gov  44) published on 2024-08-02)

(Paper presented on 2024-07-31)
1. 02-023 – OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER – POWER GENERATION

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6321 – Subsidies and Contributions to Local Organizations
2. 21-212 – MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE – AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT & SUPPORT SERVICES 
CURRENT ESTIMATES

6321 – Subsidies and Contributions to Local Organizations
Assembly resumed

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 12.15 p.m., the Sitting was suspended.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 1.42 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.
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15.
The Assembly resumed consideration of Financial Paper No. 1 of 2024.

RESOLVED, That this National Assembly doth agree with the Committee of Supply in the following Resolution:

RESOLVED,

Financial Paper No.1 of 2024 – Supplementary Estimates (Current) – Advances made from the Contingency Fund totalling $8,566,812,000 for the period 2024-04-01 to 2024-07-30.

ITEM 2     -    CONSIDERATION OF FINANCIAL PAPER NO. 2/2024 – CURRENT 
AND CAPITAL ESTIMATES

Assembly resolved itself into Committee of Supply.

In Committee of Supply

The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service signified the recommendation or consent of the Cabinet and moved the following motion:



BE IT RESOLVED:

Financial Paper No. 2 of 2024 – Supplementary Estimates (Current and Capital) totalling $32,182,604,021 for the period ending 2024-12-31.

(Notice Paper No. 357 (M84  Gov  45) published on 2024-08-02)

(Paper presented on 2024-07-31)
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1. 02-021– OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER – PRIME MINISTER’S 

SECRETARIAT
CURRENT ESTIMATES

6242 – Maintenance of Buildings

6255 – Maintenance of Other Infrastructure

6282 – Equipment Maintenance

02-023 – OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER – POWER GENERATION

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6321 – Subsidies and Contributions to Local Organizations
Assembly resumed

SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 3.05 p.m., the Speaker suspended the Sitting.
RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 3.34 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.

Assembly resumed consideration of Financial Paper No. 2 of 2024.

In Committee of Supply
02-025 – OFFICE OF THE PRIME MINISTER – GOVERNMENT INFORMATION AND COMMUNICATION SERVICES
CURRENT ESTIMATES

6321 – Subsidies and Contributions to Local Organizations
/…17



17.
2. 21-212 – MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE – AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT & SUPPORT SERVICES 
CURRENT ESTIMATES

6321 – Subsidies and Contributions to Local Organizations
CAPITAL ESTIMATES
1701500 – Guyana Livestock Development Authority 

4503200 – Contribution to Local Corporation – GUYSUCO

3. 31-311 – MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS – POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6321 – Subsidies and Contributions to Local Organizations  
31-312 – MINISTRY OF PUBLIC WORKS – PUBLIC WORKS 

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6251 – Maintenance of Roads

6254 – Maintenance of Sea & River Defenses

CAPITAL ESTIMATES

1404900 – Rehabilitation of Public Works Main Access Roads
1405200 – Hinterland Roads
1501400 – Sea and River Defence Works

1601000 – Stellings 

2700500 – Reconditioning of Ferry Vessels 
/…18
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4. 38-381 – MINISTRY OF LABOUR – POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION
CURRENT ESTIMATES

6321 – Subsidies and Contributions to Local Organisations 

Presiding by Mr. Dhankumar Seeraj, M.P.

At 6.42 p.m., the Speaker withdrew from the Chamber and Mr. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P., took the Chair.

5. 39-392 – MINISTRY OF HUMAN SERVICES AND SOCIAL SECURITY – SOCIAL SERVICES 

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6222 – Field Materials and Supplies

6242 – Maintenance of Buildings

6243 – Janitorial and Cleaning Supplies 

6292 – Dietary 

39-393 – MINISTRY OF HUMAN SERVICES AND SOCIAL SECURITY – CHILD CARE AND PROTECTION
CURRENT ESTIMATES

6294 – Other 

6. 44-444 – MINISTRY OF CULTURE, YOUTH & SPORTS – SPORTS

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6281– Security Services
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7. 45-453 – MINISTRY OF HOUSING AND WATER – WATER SERVICE EXPANSION AND MANAGEMENT
CAPITAL ESTIMATES

2802100 – Hinterland Water Supply

8. 47-471 – MINISTRY OF HEALTH – POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION
CURRENT ESTIMATES

6241 – Rental of Buildings 

6281 – Security Services  
47-472 – MINISTRY OF HEALTH – DISEASE CONTROL – COMMUNICABLE DISEASES 
CURRENT ESTIMATES

6221 – Drugs and Medical Supplies 

6222 – Field Materials and Supplies
6231 – Fuel and Lubricants 

6243 – Janitorial and Cleaning Supplies 

6261 – Local Travel and Subsistence
CAPITAL ESTIMATES
2509000 – Equipment – Medical
47-474 – MINISTRY OF HEALTH – REGIONAL AND CLINICAL SERVICES 
CURRENT ESTIMATES

6241 – Rental of Buildings 

6242 – Maintenance of Buildings

6243 – Janitorial and Cleaning Supplies
6265 – Other Transport, Travel and Postage





20.

47-476 – MINISTRY OF HEALTH – STANDARDS AND TECHNICAL SERVICES 
CURRENT ESTIMATES

6221 – Drugs and Medical Supplies 
Return of the Speaker

At 7.00 p.m., the Speaker returned to the Chamber.

9. 51-511 – MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS – POLICY DEVELOPMENT AND ADMINISTRATION 

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6221 – Drugs and Medical Supplies 

6224 – Print and Non-Print Materials 

6264 – Vehicles Spares and Services 

6271 – Telephone and Internet Charges 

6281 – Security Services 

6284 – Other

6293 – Refreshments and Meals

51-512 – MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS – GUYANA POLICE FORCE

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6222 – Field Materials and Supplies

6223 – Office Materials and Supplies

6224 – Print and Non-Print Materials 

6231 – Fuel and Lubricants 

6242 – Maintenance of Buildings

6243 – Janitorial and Cleaning Supplies 

6255 – Maintenance of Other Infrastructure 

6261 – Local Travel and Subsistence


21.

6264 – Vehicles Spares and Service 

6265 – Other Transport, Travel and Postage

6282 – Equipment Maintenance 

6283 – Cleaning and Extermination Services

6284 – Other 


6292 – Dietary 


6294 – Other 

51-513 – MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS – GUYANA PRISON SERVICE

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6221 – Drugs and Medical Supplies

6284 – Other 

51-515 – MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS – GUYANA FIRE SERVICE

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6222 – Field Materials and Supplies

6241 – Rental of Buildings 

6242 – Maintenance of Buildings

6264 – Vehicle Spares and Service 

6282 – Equipment Maintenance

6284 – Other

6293 – Refreshments and Meals

51-517– MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS – CUSTOMS ANTI NARCOTICS

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6242 – Maintenance of Buildings 
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10. 52-523 – MINISTRY OF LEGAL AFFAIRS – ATTORNEY GENERALS CHAMBERS 

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6284 – Other

11. 53-531 – GUYANA DEFENCE FORCE – DEFENCE AND SECURITY SUPPORT

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6221 – Drugs and Medical Supplies

6222 – Field Materials and Supplies 

6223 – Office Materials and Supplies

6224 – Print and Non-Print Materials 

6231 – Fuel and Lubricant 

6241 – Rental of Buildings

6242 – Maintenance of Buildings

6243 – Janitorial and Cleaning Supplies

6255 – Maintenance of Other Infrastructure

6261 – Local Travel and Subsistence 

6264 – Vehicle Spares and Services  

6265 – Other Transport, Travel and Postage

6271 – Telephone and Internet Charges

6273 – Water Charges

6281 – Security Services

6282 – Equipment Maintenance

6283 – Cleaning and Extermination Services  

6284 – Other

6292 – Dietary 

6294 – Other 

6302 – Training (including Scholarships) 
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12. 71-711–REGION #1 – BARIMA/WAINI – REGIONAL ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE  

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6211 – Expenses Specific to the Agency

6242 – Maintenance of Buildings 

Assembly resumed.
SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER NO. 9

At 7.52 p.m., the Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service moved that Standing Order No. 9 be suspended to enable the Assembly to continue and conclude the business of the day’s Sitting.
The Assembly resolved itself into Committee of Supply to continue consideration of Financial Paper No. 2/2024.

71-712 – REGION #1 – BARIMA/WAINI – PUBLIC WORKS

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6222 – Field Materials and Supplies 

6231 – Fuel and Lubricants 

6242 – Maintenance of Buildings 

6251 – Maintenance of Roads 

6252 – Maintenance of Bridges 

6253 – Maintenance of Drainage and Irrigation Works 

71-713 – REGION #1 – BARIMA/WAINI – EDUCATION DELIVERY

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6224 – Print and Non-Print Materials

6242 – Maintenance of Buildings 
/…24



24.
6261 – Local Travel and Subsistence

6282 – Equipment Maintenance 

6283 – Cleaning and Extermination Services 

6291 – National and Other Events 

71-714 – REGION #1 – BARIMA/WAINI – HEALTH SERVICES

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6222 – Field Materials and Supplies 

6223 – Office Material and Supplies 

6231 – Fuel and Lubricants

6242 – Maintenance of Buildings

6255 – Maintenance of Other Infrastructure 

6261 – Local Travel and Subsistence 

6265 – Other Transport, Travel and Postage

6291 – National and Other Events 

6292 – Dietary

6302 – Training (including Scholarships)
13. 72-722–REGION #2 – POMEROON/SUPENAAM – AGRICULTURE  

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6253 – Maintenance of Drainage and Irrigation Works 

72-724–REGION #2 – POMEROON/SUPENAAM – EDUCATION DELIVERY 

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6255 – Maintenance of Other Infrastructure 

6273 – Water Charges

6292 – Dietary
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25.
72-725 – REGION #2 – POMEROON/SUPENAAM – HEALTH SERVICES 

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6255 – Maintenance of Other Infrastructure 

14. 76-761 – REGION #6 – EAST BERBICE/CORENTYNE – REGIONAL ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6211 – Expenses Specific to the Agency 

6222 – Field Materials and Supplies 

6223 – Office Material and Supplies 

6224 – Print and Non-Print Materials

6291 – National and Other Events

6292 – Refreshment and Meals 

76-762 – REGION #6 – EAST BERBICE/CORENTYNE – AGRICULTURE

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6222 – Field Materials and Supplies 

6253 – Maintenance of Drainage and Irrigation Works 

6264 – Vehicle Spares and Services 

6291 – National and Other Events

6293 – Refreshment and Meals 

76-763 – REGION #6 – EAST BERBICE/CORENTYNE – PUBLIC WORKS

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6222 – Field Materials and Supplies 

6231 – Fuel and Lubricants 

6242 – Maintenance of Buildings 
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26.
76-764 – REGION #6 – EAST BERBICE/CORENTYNE – EDUCATION DELIVERY

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6221 – Drugs and Medical Supplies

6222 – Field Materials and Supplies 

6223 – Office Materials and Supplies

6224 – Print and Non-Print Materials 

6231 – Fuel and Lubricant 

6243 – Janitorial and Cleaning Supplies

6261 – Local Travel and Subsistence 

6265 – Other Transport, Travel and Postage

6282 – Equipment Maintenance

6283 – Cleaning and Extermination Services  

6284 – Other

6291 – National and Other Events 

6292 – Dietary

6294 – Other

6302 – Training (including Scholarships) 

CAPITAL ESTIMATES

2504100 – Furniture and Equipment – Education 

76-765 – REGION #6 – EAST BERBICE/CORENTYNE – HEALTH SERVICES

CURRENT ESTIMATES

6221 – Drugs and Medical Supplies

6222 – Field Materials and Supplies 

6231 – Fuel and Lubricant 

6243 – Janitorial and Cleaning Supplies

6261 – Local Travel and Subsistence 

6264 – Vehicle Spares and Services 
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27.
6265 – Other Transport, Travel and Postage

6271 – Telephone and Internet Charges

6282 – Equipment Maintenance

6283 – Cleaning and Extermination Services  

6284 – Other

6291 – National and Other Events 

6292 – Dietary

6293 – Refreshment and Meals

6294 – Other 

CAPITAL ESTIMATES

2504300 – Furniture and Equipment – Health  

15. 80-801–REGION #10 – UPPER DEMERARA/UPPER BERBICE – REGIONAL 

      ADMINISTRATION AND FINANCE  

CAPITAL ESTIMATES

1205100 – Buildings – Administration 

Assembly resumed.

RESOLVED, That this National Assembly doth agree with the Committee of Supply in the following Resolution:

RESOLVED,

Financial Paper No. 2 of 2024 – Supplementary Estimates (Current and Capital) totalling $32,182,604,021 for the period ending 2024-12-31.
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28.
BILL – FIRST, SECOND AND THIRD READINGS

ITEM 3   –      SUPPLEMENTARY APPROPRIATION (NO. 1 FOR 2024) BILL 2024 – 
Bill No. 12/2024 published on 2024-07-31
With the Leave of the Speaker, and on a motion by the Prime Minister, Standing Order Nos. 13(n) and 54 were suspended to enable the Supplementary Appropriation (No. 1 for 2024) Bill No.12/2024 to be introduced at this stage and to be further proceeded with at that Sitting.

On a motion by the Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for 

Finance and the Public Service, the following Bill was introduced and was read the first, second and third times and passed as printed:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the issue from the Consolidated Fund of the sums necessary to meet the expenditure (not otherwise lawfully charged on the Consolidated Fund) of Guyana for the fiscal year ending 31st December, 2024, estimates whereof have been approved by the National Assembly and for the appropriation of those sums for the specified purposes, in conformity with the Constitution.

(iii) 
COMMITTEES BUSINESS

MOTIONS

ITEM 4  -  AUTHORITY OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEE TO SUMMON 
WITNESSES

At the request of Mr. Jermaine Figueira, M.P. (Chairperson of the Public Accounts Committee) the following motion was deferred:

/…29

29.

WHEREAS Article 2 of the Legislative Bodies (Evidence) Act, Chapter 2 of 2012 provides that “Committee” means a Committee referred to in the definition of “legislative body” and a “legislative body” means- (a) the Cabinet; or (b) any Special Select Committee of the National Assembly; or (c) any Committee of the National Assembly empowered by resolution of the Assembly to summon witnesses; 







AND WHEREAS Article 223 (8)(a) of the Constitution of Guyana states that “the Public Accounts Committee” means the Public Accounts Committee established by Order 70(2) of the Standing Orders of the National Assembly; and (b) “the public accounts of Guyana” includes the accounts of – (i) all central and local government bodies and entities; (ii) all bodies and entities in which the state has a controlling interest; and (iii) all projects funded by way of loans or grants by any foreign State or organization;  

AND WHEREAS Standing Order 82(1) of the Standing Orders of the National Assembly (with amendments to February 2015) states that, “There shall be a Standing Committee to be known as the Public Accounts Committee to consist of not less than six (6) or more than ten (10) Members to be nominated by the Committee of Selection as soon as may be after the beginning of each National Assembly. It shall be the duty of the Committee to examine the accounts showing the appropriation of the sums granted by the Assembly to meet Public Expenditure and such other accounts laid before the Assembly as the Assembly may refer to the Committee together with the Auditor General’s report thereon”; 

AND WHEREAS, the Committee for the purpose of examining the Accounts of entities, is required to invite persons to produce books, plans, or documents, to aid in the work of the Committee;

AND WHEREAS on occasions, some persons are reluctant to appear before the Committee, thus affecting the work of the Committee; 
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30.


AND WHEREAS the Public Accounts Committee has observed that it is not deemed a legislative body as defined in the Legislative Bodies (Evidence) Act, Chapter 2 of 2012  and is not empowered to summon persons to appear before the Committee;


AND WHEREAS the Public Accounts Committee is desirous of summoning persons to appear before the Committee to explain the use of Public Funds during their tenure,

BE IT RESOLVED:

  That the Public Accounts Committee be deemed a legislative body, as defined in the Legislative Bodies (Evidence) Act, Chapter 2 of 2012, with the power to summon persons to appear before the Committee, to produce books, plans, or documents, to aid in the work of the Committee. 

(Notice Paper No. 328 (M77  Committees 21) published on 2024-03-15)

ITEM 5  - 
ADOPTION OF THE REPORT OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 
COMMITTEE ON ITS EXAMINATION OF THE PUBLIC ACCOUNTS OF GUYANA FOR THE YEARS 2017 AND 2018

At the request of Mr. Jermaine Figueira, M.P. (Chairperson of the Public Accounts Committee) the following motion was deferred:
















BE IT RESOLVED:

That the Report of the Public Accounts Committee on its examination of the Public Accounts of Guyana for the years 2017 and 2018, be adopted and refer the Report to the Government for consideration.

(Notice Paper No. 331 (M80  Committees 22) published on 2024-05-10)
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31.
ITEM 6  - 
ADOPTION OF THE SECOND SPECIAL REPORT OF THE 
PARLIAMENTARY SECTORAL COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL SERVICES

At the request of the Minister of Human Services and Social Security 
(Chairperson of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services) the following motion was deferred:



BE IT RESOLVED:

That the Second Special Report of the Parliamentary Sectoral Committee on Social Services be adopted.

(Notice Paper No. 332 (M81  Committees 23) published on 2024-05-10)
RECESS GREETINGS

The Speaker wished Members of the National Assembly, staff of the Parliament and of the Arthur Chung Conference Centre, caterers, Police Officers, and the Press a well-earned Recess. The Prime Minister joined the Speaker in extending Recess wishes to everyone.  

ADJOURNMENT

At 8.21 p.m., on a motion by the Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to a date to be fixed.
……………………………………………………..






            HON. MANZOOR NADIR, M.P., 







Speaker of the National Assembly

PARLIAMENT OFFICE,

Public Buildings,

Brickdam,

Georgetown.

9th August, 2024.

