MINUTES OF PROCEEDINGS

OF THE 88TH SITTING OF THE NATIONAL ASSEMBLY OF THE FIRST

SESSION (2020-2024) OF THE TWELFTH PARLIAMENT OF GUYANA HELD
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Officers (2)
Mr. Sherlock E. Isaacs, A.A., Clerk of the National Assembly
Ms. Hermina Gilgeours, Deputy Clerk of the National Assembly

COMMENCEMENT OF SITTING

The Sitting commenced at 2.15 p.m.

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER-
The Speaker made the following announcements:

(1) CONDOLENCES 
The Speaker, on behalf of the Members of the National Assembly and himself, extended condolences to the Hon. Vickram Bharrat, M.P., Minister of Natural Resources, on the passing of his father and Mr. Sherlock Isaacs, Clerk of the National Assembly, on the passing of his younger sister.

(2) HISTORIC OCCASION ON THE VISIT OF HIS EXCELLENCY, THE PRIME MINISTER OF INDIA
The Speaker described the visit of His Excellency Shri Narendra Modi, Prime Minister of India, as a historic occasion. On behalf of the Members of the National Assembly, he thanked the staff of the Parliament Office and the Conference Centre for their crucial role in planning and executing the welcome for Prime Minister Modi.
(3) BIRTHDAY SALUTATION 

The Speaker extended birthday wishes to the Hon. Vincent Henry, M.P.
(4) REPORT TO THE CARIBBEAN, THE AMERICAS AND THE ATLANTIC REGION OF THE COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION
The Speaker gave Members a brief overview of the report and informed them that it had been circulated.
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(5) COMMONWEALTH PARLIAMENTARY ASSOCIATION (CPA) LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARDEE 
The Speaker informed Members that Hon. Gail Teixeira, Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance and Government Chief Whip, was nominated for the Commonwealth Parliamentary Association Parliamentarian Lifetime Achievement Award and was successful. He also informed the House that the award was not only a tremendous honour for Guyana but will also enhance the Caribbean. 
The Hon. Gail Teixeira, M.P., Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance, was present, accepted the award, and thanked the Assembly. 
PRESENTATION OF PAPERS AND REPORTS-

(1) By the Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service:

(i) Government Notice No. 4/2024, regarding Notification Receipts of all petroleum revenues paid into the Natural Resource Fund during the period 1st July, 2024 to 30th September, 2024.









(Circulated)

(ii) 
Financial Paper No. 3/2024 – Supplementary Estimate (Current) – advances made from the Contingency Fund totalling $456,851,845 for the period 2024-11-07 to 2024-11-22.








(Circulated)

(iii) 
Financial Paper No. 4/2024 – Supplementary Estimates (Current and Capital) totalling $84,074,229,401 for the period ending 2024-12-31.








(Circulated)
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7.
The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service named the 27th November, 2024, for consideration of the Financial Papers.
(2) By Minister of Parliamentary Affairs and Governance, on behalf of the Minister of Public Works, presented the following:

Annual Report of the Guyana Civil Aviation Authority for the year 2022.








(Circulated)
(3) By the Prime Minister:

Audited Financial Statements of the National Communications Network Incorporated (NCN) for the years ended 31st December, 2020, 2021 and 2022.








(Circulated)
QUESTIONS ON NOTICE-

For Written Replies

1. TEACHERS’ SALARY

Member Asking: 

Mr. Richard Sinclair, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Education

(1) Can the Minister inform the National Assembly how many teachers in Regions (1-10), NET salary per month is less than One Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($150,000) for Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools.

(2) Can the Minister also inform the National Assembly how many teachers in Regions (1-10), NET salary per month is more than One Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($150,000) but less than Two Hundred Thousand ($200,000) for Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools. 
/…8
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(3) Can the Minister further inform the National Assembly how many teachers in Regions (1-10), NET salary per month is more than Two Hundred Thousand ($200,000) but less than Two Hundred and Fifty Thousand ($250,000) for Nursery, Primary and Secondary schools. 

  (Notice Paper No. 338 (Q254 Opp.254) published on 2024-06-28) 

ANSWER:
The Minister of Education did not submit the answers to the abovementioned questions.

2. MANAGEMENT OF THE GOAL PROGRAMME

Member Asking: 

Mr. Richard Sinclair, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Education
(1) (a) Can the Honourable Minister inform the House whether the Goal Programme in the Ministry of Education has a governing board constituted under the Laws of Guyana? 

(b) If the answer to 1(a) is no, please inform the House of the following:

Who are the seven highest ranked persons managing the Goal Programme, and their job descriptions which should include the following:

· Academic Qualifications

· Gross Monthly Earnings

· Work Experience in Education

                          (Notice Paper No. 358 (Q271 Opp.271) published on 2024-10-25) 
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9.
ANSWERS
(a) “There is no Governing board constituted.
	Designations
	Basis Salary 
	Duty Allowance
	Telephone Allowance
	Total Gross Emoluments

	Special Projects Officer 
	1,476,857
	40,000
	
	1,516,857

	Programme Manager
	492,286
	40,000
	20,000
	552,286

	Programme Manager
	430,750
	40,000
	20,000
	490,750

	Programme Manager
	430,750
	40,000
	20,000
	490,750

	Programme Manager
	402,570
	40,000
	20,000
	462,570

	Programme Manager
	402,570
	40,000
	20,000
	462,570

	Programme Manager
	402,570
	40,000
	20,000
	462,570”


3. COST INCURRED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF GUYANA TO THE UNIVERSITIES/COLLEGES OFFERING THE GOAL PROGRAMME

Member Asking: 

Mr. Richard Sinclair, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Education
Can the Honourable Minister inform the House what is the cost per course per student (in GY $) to attend each University/College/School, offering the Goal Programme? Please list these costs for 2023 for Diplomas, Degrees, Masters, and Doctorates for each institution.

                          (Notice Paper No. 359 (Q272 Opp.272) published on 2024-10-25) 
ANSWER
“This question was misdirected”.
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4. GEORGETOWN SEAFRONT RESORT AND CONVENTION CENTRE

Member Asking: 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P.
Minister Answering:     
The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service

Assets Group Inc. has announced the construction of the Georgetown Seafront Resort and Convention Centre which is to be built on sport grounds formally under the control of Guyana National Service (GNS) and the National Insurance Scheme (NIS). 

(a) Can the Honourable Minister please state the method of transfer of ownership of these sports grounds?

(b) If the grounds were leased, can the Honourable Minister provide the National Assembly with copies of the lease agreement? 
                (Notice Paper No. 351 (Q266 Opp.266) published on 2024-07-11) 
ANSWERS
(a) “A lease of Government lands has been issued.

(b) I am advised that the lease agreement is a public document and can be accessed from relevant State Agency”.

5. CONCESSIONAL AGREEMENTS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF GEORGETOWN SEAFRONT RESORT AND CONVENTION CENTRE

Member Asking: 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service
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11.
Assets Group Inc. has announced the construction of the Georgetown Seafront Resort and Convention Centre which is to be built on sport grounds formally under the control of Guyana National Service (GNS) and the National Insurance Scheme (NIS). 

Can the Honourable Minister provide the National Assembly with copies of any concessional agreement/s signed between the developer Assets Group Inc. and/or its subsidiaries with the Government of Guyana?

                (Notice Paper No. 352 (Q267 Opp.267) published on 2024-07-11) 
ANSWER
“There are no concessional agreements”.
6. COPIES OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT AGREEMENTS REPORT (EIA) FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF GEORGETOWN SEAFRONT RESORT AND CONVENTION CENTRE

Member Asking: 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service

Assets Group Inc. has announced the construction of the Georgetown Seafront Resort and Convention Centre which is to be built on sport grounds formally under the control of Guyana National Service (GNS) and the National Insurance Scheme (NIS). 

Can the Honourable Minister advise if an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) was done prior to the vesting of the lands and signing of any concessional agreements? If so, can the Minister provide the National Assembly with the copies of the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) report? 

                          (Notice Paper No. 353 (Q268 Opp.268) published on 2024-07-11) 
/…12



12.
ANSWER
“I am advised that an application has been submitted to the Environment Protection Agency for approval”.
7. COPIES OF THE FEASIBILITY STUDY FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF GEORGETOWN SEAFRONT RESORT AND CONVENTION CENTRE

Member Asking: 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service

Assets Group Inc. has announced the construction of the Georgetown Seafront Resort and Convention Centre which is to be built on sport grounds formally under the control of Guyana National Service (GNS) and the National Insurance Scheme (NIS). 

Can the Honourable Minister advise if a Feasibility Study was done prior to the vesting of the lands and signing of any concessional agreements? If so, can the Minister provide the National Assembly with the copies of the Feasibility Study?  

                          (Notice Paper No. 354 (Q269 Opp.269) published on 2024-07-11) 
ANSWER
“This is a privately financed project”.
8. NATIONAL PARK AND SAINT STANISLAUS COLLEGE SPORTS GROUND

Member Asking: 

Mr. David Patterson, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Senior Minister in the Office of the President with Responsibility for Finance and the Public Service
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Assets Group Inc. has announced the construction of the Georgetown Seafront Resort and Convention Centre which is to be built on sports grounds formally under the control of Guyana National Service (GNS) and the National Insurance Scheme (NIS). 

Can the Honourable Minister advise if the final scope of this development project also includes the incorporation of additional public spaces, namely the National Park and Saint Stanislaus College Sports Ground?  

                          (Notice Paper No. 355 (Q270 Opp.270) published on 2024-07-11) 
ANSWER
“I am advised that the current scope of the project does not extend beyond the GNS and NIS grounds”.
9. LIST OF APPLICANTS FOR THE CULTURE AND CREATIVE INDUSTRY GRANT PROGRAMME

Member Asking: 

Ms. Nima Flue-Bess, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports

Can the Honourable Minister provide a list of the applicants for the Culture and Creative Industry Grant programme for 2022, 2023, and 2024?

(Notice Paper No. 361 (Q274 Opp.274) published on 2024-10-25)
ANSWER
“I would like to thank the Honourable Member for her question. While the Ministry possesses the information requested it has been the Parliamentary practice and policy that the names of persons are not shared and/or disclosed in Parliament. The Honourable Member ought to know this. In any event, when persons applied, they did not consent to public disclosure in Parliament, and it would be unethical to breach their confidence”.
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10. SHORTLISTED APPLICANTS FOR THE CULTURE AND CREATIVE INDUSTRY GRANT PROGRAMME

Member Asking: 

Ms. Nima Flue-Bess, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports
Can the Honourable Minister provide a list of the successful applicants who received the Culture and Creative Industry Grant in 2022, 2023, and 2024? 

(Notice Paper No. 362 (Q275 Opp.275) published on 2024-10-25)
ANSWER
“I would like to thank the Honourable Member for her question. While the Ministry possesses the information requested it has been the Parliamentary practice and policy that the names of persons are not shared and/or disclosed in Parliament. The Honourable Member ought to know this. In any event, when persons applied, they did not consent to public disclosure in Parliament, and it would be unethical to breach their confidence”.
11. FOLLOW-UP ON THE USAGE OF THE CULTURE AND CREATIVE INDUSTRY GRANT 

Member Asking: 

Ms. Nima Flue-Bess, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports
(a) Can the Minister state if there was a follow-up to determine how the grant was used by 

successful applicants in 2022 and 2023?

(b) If follow-ups were done, can the Minister provide the report(s) of the findings?

(Notice Paper No. 363 (Q276 Opp.276) published on 2024-10-25)
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ANSWERS

(a) “The Ministry receives updates from applicants and some of the projects have had media coverage. In fact, one item produced from the support of the grant was presented to this Honourable House. Following the outstanding success of the programme, a media production will be commissioned shortly, and the Honourable Member will be pleased to know that this will be distributed widely in 2025”.
(b) “While the Ministry will not be able to provide the full report on the reasons shared above, the overall finding of the programme is that the programme is successful and beneficial to persons in the Culture and Creative Industry Sector”.
12. MISSING SUGAR AT ROSEHALL ESTATE

Member Asking: 

Mr. Vinceroy Jordan, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Agriculture
(a) Can the Honourable Minister state whether any sugar went missing or could not be 

accounted for at the Rosehall Estate during the last crop period? 

(b) If yes, can the Minister provide the report on the outcome of the investigation of the    

            unaccounted sugar? 

                         (Notice Paper No. 364 (Q277 Opp.277) published on 2024-10-25)
ANSWER
“No sugar went missing or unaccounted for at the Rosehall Estate. However, there was an error in reporting sugar production rather than the physical loss of sugar. Production records were inflated 
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over an extended period. Essentially, the declared production figures were higher than the actual output. This misrepresentation in production data was attributed to lapses in following the standard operating procedures (SOPs) for sugar declaration. This has since been corrected and all actual sugar is now being recorded”. 
13. TERMINATION OF CONTRACTS

Member Asking: 

Mr. Vinceroy Jordan, M.P.

Minister Answering:     
The Minister of Agriculture

Can the Honourable Minister state what led to the termination of contracts of the Production Manager and the Head Lab Technician at the Rosehall Estate?                 

                         (Notice Paper No. 365 (Q278 Opp.278) published on 2024-10-25)
ANSWER
“The termination of the contracts of the Production Manager and Head Laboratory Technician at GuySuCo’s Rosehall Estate were driven by their roles in procedural breaches regarding the sugar production reporting. This followed an investigation into an “over-declaration” incident during the last crop period, where sugar output was recorded as higher than the actual amount produced.
This reporting discrepancy indicated that these employees failed to adhere to GuySuCo’s standard operating procedures (SOPs), which require meticulous accuracy in recording sugar production. The decision to terminate them was made to enforce accountability and reinforce the Corporation’s commitment to ethical and transparent practices in its operations”.
For Oral Reply

14. *CRITERIA USED FOR SELECTION OF THE CULTURE AND CREATIVE INDUSTRY GRANT PROGRAMME

Hon. Nima Flue-Bess, M.P., asked the Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports the following question:
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*Can the Honourable Minister inform the House of what criteria were used to select persons who received the Culture & Creative Industry Grant for the years 2022, 2023, and 2024?

                          (Notice Paper No. 360 (Q273 Opp.273) published on 2024-10-25) 
Thereafter, the Minister of Culture, Youth & Sports replied.

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS-


Presentation and First Readings
1. INTERNATIONAL MEASURES FOR THE PROTECTION OF CHILDREN (HAGUE CONVENTION) BILL 2024 – Bill No. 15/2024

The Minister of Human Services and Social Security, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill, which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to give effect to the Convention on Jurisdiction, Applicable Law, Recognition, Enforcement and Co-operation in respect of Parental Responsibility and Measures for the Protection of Children, and for other related matters.
2. ACQUISITION OF LANDS FOR PUBLIC PURPOSES (AMENDMENT) BILL 2024 – Bill No. 16/2024


The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill, which was read the first time:

A BILL inituled AN ACT to amend the Acquisition of Lands for Public Purposes Act.
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3. WILLS (AMENDMENT) BILL 2024 – Bill No. 17/2024
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs, on behalf of the Government, presented the following Bill, which was read the first time:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Wills Act.
PUBLIC BUSINESS

(i) GOVERNMENT’S BUSINESS

BILLS – Second Readings
ITEM 1    -
THE OPEN DATA BILL 2024 – Bill No. 13 of 2024 published on 2024-08-09
The Prime Minister moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to provide for the use and administration of public data; to provide for public data to be made available in an open format and under an open licence; to facilitate transparency, effective governance and innovation in the use and administration of public data and for connected matters.


(Read a first time on 2024-08-09)
The following Members spoke to the motion:


Hon. Annette Ferguson, M.P.


Hon. Sanjeev Datadin, M.P.


Hon. Alister Charlie, M.P.


Hon. Amanza Walton-Desir, M.P.


Hon. Mohabir Nandlall, S.C., M.P., Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs
Thereafter, the Prime Minister replied.

/…19

19.
The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee
Clauses 1 to 17 were passed as printed.

Assembly resumed.
On a motion by the Prime Minister, the Open Data Bill 2024 was read a third time and passed as printed.
SUSPENSION OF SITTING

At 4:48 p.m., the Sitting was suspended.

RESUMPTION OF SITTING

At 6:11 p.m., the Sitting was resumed.
ITEM 2   -
DECEASED PERSONS ESTATES’ ADMINISTRATION (AMENDMENT) 
BILL 2024 – No. 14 of 2024 published on 2024-08-09
The Attorney General and Minister of Legal Affairs moved the second reading of the following Bill:

A BILL intituled AN ACT to amend the Deceased Persons Estates’ Administration Act.



(Read a first time on 2024-08-09)
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20.
The following Members spoke to the motion:

Hon. Volda Lawrence, M.P.


Hon. Charles Ramson, M.P., Minister of Culture, Youth and Sports


Hon. Annette Ferguson, M.P.


Hon. Dharamkumar Seeraj, M.P.

Hon. Khemraj Ramjattan, M.P.


Hon. Deodat Indar, M.P., Minister within the Ministry of Public Works

Thereafter, the Attorney General & Minister of Legal Affairs replied.

The Bill was then read a second time.

Assembly resolved itself into Committee to consider the Bill clause by clause.

In Committee
Clauses 1 & 2 were passed as printed.

Assembly resumed.
On a motion by the Attorney General & Minister of Legal Affairs, the Deceased Persons Estates’ Administration (Amendment) Bill 2024 was read a third time and passed as printed.
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21.
ADJOURNMENT

At 7:32 p.m., on a motion by the Prime Minister, the Assembly was adjourned to 2:00 p.m. on Wednesday, 27th November, 2024.          

………………………………………






            HON. MANZOOR NADIR, M.P., 







Hon. Speaker of the National Assembly
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Public Buildings,
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